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In case of emergency:
BLM Rio Puerco Law Enforcement – 505/761-8700

Immediate Emergency – 911
BLM 24-hour Santa Fe Law Enforcement – 505/827-9377

“ J o y  i n  l o o k i n g  a n d
 c o m p r e h e n d i n g  i s  n a t u r e ’ s
 m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  g i f t . ”

Albert Einstein

Geology & Wetlands

B
LM

Contact us at: 
Bureau of Land Management 

Rio Puerco Field Office 
435 Montaño N.E. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 
505/761-8700 

or 
www.blm.gov/nm

Leave No Trace: Plan ahead and prepare - Travel and camp on durable sur-
faces - Dispose of waste properly - Leave what you find - Minimize campfire 
impacts - Respect wildlife - Be considerate of other visitors.

Riparian-Wetland Area

Riparian-wetland areas occupy a unique position in 
the landscape and life of the western United States. 
They are a great deal more important than we 
might expect, given their relatively small acreage 
(less than 2 percent of the land in New Mexico).

Riparian-wetland ecosystems are areas near riv-
ers, lakes or springs and are important islands of 
environmental diversity. Lying within much larger, 
drier and higher (“upland”) ecosystems, these small 
areas attract greater numbers and more use by 
wildlife and livestock than their size would suggest. 
In terms of the total volume of plants they support, 
they are generally more productive than the nearby 
uplands. They also add to the supply of ground-
water, reduce the effects of flooding, and remove 
pollutants.

Wetlands have a water table at, near or above 
the land surface. They are waterlogged for a long 
enough period to support “hydric” soils (with a 
higher level of the element hydrogen and less oxy-
gen) and “hydrophytic” vegetation (those plants 
that grow well in very wet soil). Plants in wetlands 
are especially good at producing oxygen.

Wetlands are so productive because they can catch 
large amounts of the sun’s energy and store it as 
chemical energy, and they recycle much of the 
energy they produce on their own. These areas and 
their plants are nutrient traps that in the future will 
probably help us with some of our air and water 
pollution problems.
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