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  Bureau of Land Management                           
Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument
Educational Permit Application

Thank you for choosing Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks (KKTR) National Monument as your center for geological, biological, and cultural education. KKTR is managed by the Bureau of Land Management in close cooperation with the Pueblo de Cochiti. Together, we strive to provide an extraordinary experience to our guests each and every day.  

KKTR offers free Educational Permits to schools and accredited learning institutions who meet specific criteria. To see if you meet the criteria and to request a free Educational Permit, we recommend that your application be submitted at least two weeks prior to your scheduled visit. Educational Permits are limited and issued on a first come first serve basis. 

Schools or Youth Organizations may also have the opportunity to visit El Malpais National Conservation Area. If you would like more information about field trips to El Malpais NCA, please contact Paul Yoder at 505-287-6607 or by email at pyoder@blm.gov. 

Date Submitted: ______   Desired Visitation Date: ________Grade Level: _______

Estimated Arrival Time: __________ Estimated Departure Time: __________

School/Institution Name: ______________________________________

School/Institution Address: ___________________________________

Teacher/Instructors Name: ____________________________________

Contact Number: ______________ Email Address: ________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Student/Chaperone ratios:  The BLM recommends that the State of New Mexico student to teacher ratio guidelines be followed.

For groups larger that 65 total visitors, it is preferable to either schedule two separate visits or stagger groups entering the slot canyon to limit congestion caused by groups entering the slot canyon simultaneously.  

Number of Students: _________ Number of Chaperones: 
_____________________________________________________________________________
Vehicles: Up to six vehicles are allowed with every Educational Permit, including school busses, at no additional charge. Every vehicle thereafter will be charged according to the Monuments current fee schedule. School groups not having a current permit will be required to either acquire a permit at the fee booth and certify school and/or accreditation status,  pay the Group Fee (from $25- $100) or pay $2.00 per person (16 and older) or whichever is less. 

Number of Private Vehicles: __________ Number of Busses: _________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Educational Permits are only issued to accredited institutions whose purpose is to provide a quality educational experience. Therefore, a lesson plan must be provided with this application prior to receiving an Educational Permit.

Lesson Plan Attached (check one): Yes_____ No _____
___________________________________________________________________________________
A Junior Explorer Guide is now available for elementary school age students. These guides provide fun facts and activities for students to enjoy on the trail or at home. These are available by request and are in limited supply. They can be picked up upon arrival at the Monument or downloaded from www.blm.gov/nm/tentrocks 

Junior Explorer Guides Requested:  Yes _____ # Requested_______No _____
___________________________________________________________________________________
Free guided tours are now being offered on a limited basis to Educational Permit holders. This service is being provided by BLM Rangers and Volunteers.  We will email you a confirmation or denial based on tour availability. If interested please let us know what time you are planning to arrive at the monument for planning purposes.

Free Guided Tour:  Interested_______ Time_________ Not Interested_______

Guided Tour Topics Desired (√ those that apply): Geologic: _____ Cultural: _____ Biologic: _____
___________________________________________________________________________________
President Obama’s Every Kid in the Park (EKIP) initiative provides free access to federal lands and waters to all 4th graders and three guests. There are two easy ways to get these passes. The Monument can use the information you provided in this application and have your passes ready for your students upon arrival at the Monument or educators are encouraged to go to www.everykidinapark.gov and request printable vouchers (up to 50) redeemable for EKIP passes. Signing up is easy and only takes less than 5 minutes to print vouchers for all your students at once. Each student will be able to go home from this trip with their EKIP pass which is good at all Federal Lands and waters until August 2016.
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Will you be Redeeming Vouchers for EKIP Passes during your Trip?  
Yes_____ No_____ # Requested______

Who do you prefer processes the voucher in exchange for EKIP passes: 
You_____ Monument Staff______
____________________________________________________________________________
In order to impress the importance of environmental education, the Monument has formed an education initiative called “Hit the Trails Learning” and is aimed at increasing environmental literacy through outdoor education.  

The Initiatives goal is to provide schools and accredited learning institutions and youth organizations the means of formal education on Public Lands at little to no cost. This will provide teachers and students opportunities to learn about natural resources in a unique outdoor classroom. The Initiative currently offers participants the following (if available):

•	Free Bus school bus school bus transportation voucher to and from the Monument.
•	Educational Permit waving all Monument amenity fees.
•	Free educational literature specific to the Monuments objects upon arrival.
•	Free interpretative guided tour tailored specifically to the objects and lesson plan chosen.

The Initiative will soon offer participants the following:

· Free Lesson plans for all grades in adherence to New Mexico Common Core and Next Generation science and math Standards that emphasize the Monuments objects of interest.
· Free Citizen Science Kits which correlate to provided lesson plans.

Free school bus transportation vouchers may be available to Albuquerque Public Schools, charter schools, and youth organizations (who can provide proof of insurance) within the greater Albuquerque metro area, if available. You may only be allowed one bus voucher dependent on availability. 

Vouchers are valid only on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays. Pick up from 9-9:15 AM and must be dropped off  no later than 2 PM. These dates and times are more flexible (excluding weekends) during APS summer vacation. If you receive a voucher, you will need to present the voucher, proof of insurance (if necessary), and additional information when you schedule your trip with the bus company. The bus company suggests scheduling trips early as dates become limited during high use months. Additional days and times may be available at the discretion of the bus provider.

The following information is required if you wish to obtain a free School Bus Transportation Voucher. If not, please proceed to the next section.

Is your school a Member of Albuquerque Public Schools? Yes______ No______

Can your school/organization provide proof of insurance? Yes______ No______

Has your school/organization been to the Monument before? Yes_____ No_____

Is your school/organization considered Title One? Yes_____ No_____

What is the ethnic background of your students? 
African American______%				American Indian or Alaska Native ______%
Asian______%						Hispanic______%
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander______%		White/Non-Hispanic______%
Other______%
Total 100%

Free School Bus Transportation Voucher Requested: Yes______ No______

A short survey for students and teachers was developed to report how the transportation grant is serving teachers/group leaders. A small sample of classes or groups will be selected to be surveyed. As part of your participation, there is a possibility that your school/group will be selected for the survey administration. Completing the surveys (if chosen) is an essential part of the overall evaluation of the program and helps secure ongoing funding for future years. We thank you in advance for your attention to this important evaluative work.
___________________________________________________________________________________
You will receive email confirmation of the approval or denial of your Educational Permit(s) and or transportation voucher(s). If approved, your Permit(s) will be ready for pick up at the Monument’s fee booth. Your transportation voucher will be emailed to you and will be needed when scheduling your trip with the bus provider.

Upon arrival at the Monument, inform the fee booth Attendant which group you are with, they will check the schedule and issue/verify your permit(s), provide you with Junior Explorer Guides, EKIP Passes, and/or guided tour status if previously requested through this application. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
Planning for your trip, please consider the following:

· Bring drinking water; there is no water available at the Monument.
· Bring proper sun protection.  Sunscreen and a hat are recommended.
· Wear proper clothing and shoes. Call the monument fee booth prior to your trip for up to date weather conditions.

· Pack a lunch and/or snacks. There is also a convenience store and restaurant near the Pueblo de Cochiti’s golf course.

· Allow enough time to use restroom facilities prior to hiking the trails.

· Anticipate 3 hours total to complete the Slot Canyon Trail hike, 1.5 hours to complete the Cave Loop Trail hike, and 1 hour to complete the Veterans’ Memorial Loop Trail hike.
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During your visit please abide by the following rules: 
· Please follow all Supplementary Rules posted in literature and on brochures etc.

· Park larger vehicles and busses in the designated bus/van parking area.

· Please divide larger groups into smaller units and stagger entrance into the slot canyon to avoid overcrowding. Suggestion: Have a group enjoy the Cave Loop trail while the other is at the Slot Canyon and vice versa.

· Hiking is allowed on designated trails only and no climbing on the tent rocks.

· No marking on the fragile rock formations and graffiti and defacing of signs, benches, restrooms etc. is strictly forbidden.

· Pack-in and pack-out your trash and unwanted items. Trash receptacles are located in the picnic area for your convenience.

· Please practice “Leave No Trace” outdoor principles.  Visit http://lnt.org/ for more information.

· Collecting of walking sticks, plants, Apache tears, wildlife, or other natural items is not allowed.

· Please do not disturb or destroy wildlife or plants.

· Cooking of any type using stoves or fires is strictly prohibited.

· Dogs are not allowed at the Monument, please leave them at home.

Please note:  Facilities are inspected throughout the day by Monument Rangers. Groups not abiding by Monument guidelines may be asked to leave and may not receive a permit for 1-year or longer depending on the severity of non-compliance and applicable laws and regulations.

“TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES AND LEAVE NOTHING BUT FOOTPRINTS” ENJOY YOUR VISIT!!!

This Educational Permit Application should be submitted to: 
asuina@blm.gov or blm_nm_kktr@blm.gov
You may also fax it to: 505-761-8911 attention KKTR

For further information about Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument Educational Permits, please visit www.blm.gov/nm/tentrocks and/or contact
Adam Suina/Fee booth at 505-331-6259 or
Jackie Leyba at 505-761-8955						
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