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CODE 010.00 Purpose and Need 

1 

The proposed SunZia Southwest Transmission Project appears to be 
conceived of environmentally based concerns and forethought. As 
Arizona and New Mexico do enjoy of the most abundant solar thermal 
resources in the United States, and New Mexico is rich in wind 
resources, harnessing that power and routing it to Southwestern 
population centers is a logical ambition. In these days of growing 
concern over greenhouse gases and the changing climate of the 
petroleum industry, alternative energy is obviously a necessary product 
to develop, and energy independence is a necessary goal for which to 
strive. With assistance from Federal and State incentives, SunZia seems 
to be the innovative conglomerate that is positioned to undertake the 
task, and deliver the power. Any company that takes such initiative and 
risk obviously would ultimately capitalize on its efforts, and enjoy profits 
for year and years to come. 

21/454 

There is no need to transport solar energy into Arizona from New 
Mexico; we have plenty of our own!! Solar energy falls everywhere, no 
one should have a "corner" on its use. The money needed to build the 
transmission line would be better used to construct sites for the 
production of solar energy in Arizona. The future solar energy will be to 
de-centralize the production of energy in our nation which will make it 
stronger: less prone to terrorist attacks!! 

24 

I am opposed to the proposed SunZia Project transmission line placement 
in New Mexico. While profit for the company requesting the project 
construction is the driving force behind this matter, I do not believe that 
New Mexico's landscape should be forfeited for the sake of electricity to 
be supplied to Arizona and it's growing population. The mere cost of 
constructing such a lengthy transmission line illustrates the amount of 
profit that must be involved and it is unclear to me why New Mexicans 
should be providing free land for such a venture. 

29 

Control of air quality, reduction of pollution, carbon emissions and green 
house gases are issues of national and public interest. BLM should not 
promote and enable the generation of electricity utilizing fossil fuels in 
one region for use by another region. If this proposal is approved, I 
would recommend that a requirement regarding what portion of the 
energy transmitted via this transmission line be generated utilizing 
renewable energy technologies be quantified versus a general intent 
statement ("primarily") and that the requirement also require annual 
verifiable reporting/compliance and define penalties for any violations. 
For Example: "No less than 90% of all power transmitted via this 
transmission line be generated from verifiable Renewable Energy 
sources as defined by Arizona Corporation Commission rules. The 
owner-operator of the transmission line shall submit certified and 
verifiable annual statements no later than 30 days after the end of each 
annual period documenting their compliance with this requirement. 
Violations will be subject to a fine of not less than 5 cents per KHW and 
may not be passed on to, paid or absorbed by users/Ratepayers in any 
manner. 

33 
We recognize that new transmission lines are an integral part of the shift 
to renewable energy supplies in the Southwest, TNC 

34 

Interstate power grid is inefficient and costly. With due diligence to the 
true cost in environmental impact of the power line project, we see that 
an interstate power grid is not the best way to provide green power. It is 
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not necessary to undo conservationist measures already in place such as 
protected lands in the San Pedro River Valley or the Bosque del Apache 
in order to implement green energy projects. Protection of wildlife 
habitat can continue along with production and delivery of green energy 
if we act locally and think smaller projects rather than large. Everybody 
can win, including the birds, animals, rural conservationists and city 
dwellers. Two principles of environmental conservation are helpful in 
pursuing due diligence as to options for green energy production and 
delivery:  
1. Thinking globally, and acting locally. 
Green energy projects will be less environmentally destructive and less 
expensive if they are developed at local levels instead of being carried 
from afar. There is abundance of both wind and sun energy production 
sites in Arizona as well as New Mexico. Arizona can generate plenty of 
its own energy in its own jurisdiction. Arizona environmentalists 
sensibly want their state to provide energy for its own jurisdiction, close 
to home. There is an absurdity to the idea of Arizona, known as "The 
Sun State" buying solar power from New Mexico! Wind sites also 
abound in AZ, such as the Mammoth Mine in San Miguel in eastern 
Arizona, which closed down leaving a severely depressed local economy 
and lots of tailings bare to the wind and sun. Why not convert these 
fields of desolation to fields of energy production and jobs for people 
near the metropolitan centers of greater Phoenix and Tucson. The EPA is 
producing maps pairing other contaminated land with development of 
renewable energy projects on contaminated lands in the U.S. 

34c 

2. Small tends to be more efficient than large. 
The proposed transportation lines are relics of a past system of energy 
delivery which depended on large coal-fired or nuclear plants to provide 
for the needs of a large area. In contrast, energy harvesting from wind 
and sun can be done with multiple smaller production units closer to the 
concentrations of usage. An example of this is Germany which has 
successfully harnessed rooftops of its urban citizens to provide for the 
electrical needs of its cities. This kind of local production cuts down on 
the cost of transportation as well as environmental impacts of 
transportation. 

76 

We are living in a period of Earth crisis. Crises in climate, water 
resources, food shortages and species extinction tell us that our way of 
living on Earth is destroying the planet upon which we depend for life. 
Energy conservation and locally-scaled energy projects must be given 
priority over large, multi-state projects that are destructive to human and 
natural communities and waste energy over long distances. 

81 

It seemed that [SunZia Project] conceived of its job as moving power to 
California. Actually, it would be more accurate to say that it wanted to 
move power somewhere, and, as in the present case, one wasn't quite 
sure what was being proposed. 
With regard to the current proposal, one variously hears that it is going to 
be dedicated to mainly green power or to 100% green power. Power will 
be moved from New Mexico to Arizona. Arizona has better sites for the 
collection of solar power than New Mexico (see http:/www.nrel.gov/csp/ 
pdfs/csp sw.pdf), and if one is talking about large-scale power then to 
suggest that anything other than solar thermal makes sense for Arizona is 
really foolishness. We don't need transmission lines that cross the state. 
So much of Arizona is sun-friendly that we can generate power virtually 
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anywhere. SunZia is just interested in getting governmental finances to 
construct the lines and not in what makes sense. 
I would prefer that we begin to think in terms of thinking of conserving 
and employing energy efficiency in lieu of more energy. The money to 
be spent on these transmission lines could just as easily be spent to 
provide energy conservation and efficiency for the residents of Arizona 
and New Mexico – to the tune of over $SO per man, woman and child.  

81c 

The federal government already has some energy programs out there that 
encourage these actions. More could be done in lieu of these lines. I have 
two major concerns with respect to siting. The broader concern is that 
should these transmission lines be built in lieu of locally generated 
power, that they not disrupt wildlife.  

90 

The [Arizona Game and Fish] Department does not support this project 
at this time due to the following concerns: The construction of SunZia 
will clearly promote the growth of renewable energy development in 
New Mexico in a manner consistent with identified resources. It is 
unclear; however, what impact this project will have on Arizona's 
renewable energy growth in an area that has been identified as having 
significant natural resources and limited renewable energy resource 
potential. Arizona's renewable energy potential is primarily located along 
the state’s western region, while Arizona's southeast region provides 
some of the most biologically diverse habitat in the state.  AZGFD 

120 

The proposal to construct a 460 mile transmission line to deliver 
"proposed" renewable energy developed in New Mexico to other states is 
contrary to the premise upon which renewable energy is based. As the 
brochure for the Project points out, the legislatures of Arizona, Nevada 
and California, as well as New Mexico, have established renewable 
energy requirements. However, those requirements should be met from 
local renewable resources. One of the great advantages of renewable 
energy resources is their relatively low environmental impact. It simply 
makes no sense to develop renewable resources and then transport them 
via large transmission towers requiring 1000 ft. rights-of-way to urban 
centers hundreds of miles away. Clearly the Project proponents are 
looking to take advantage of the large expanses of undeveloped land in 
New Mexico for a comparatively cheap supply of renewable energy to 
meet state renewable requirements elsewhere. In conclusion, the SunZia 
Project as proposed is incompatible with the concept of renewable 
energy development. To be truly beneficial, renewable energy sources 
should be developed locally and not exploited to distant urban centers. 
As the stewards of our federal lands, the BLM should deny the right-of-
way application for the SunZia Project. 

127 

I attended the open house meeting in Carrizozo and was very impressed 
with the presentation concerning the SunZia transmission line. If we are 
going to increase our capacity in renewable energy this line needs to be 
built as soon as possible. 

158 

Practically, it does not make sense to generate a large amount of power 
and then have to transport it ~460 miles, even if a bit of that power will 
be used by communities along the transmission corridors. It makes a lot 
more sense to have more power being generated locally. The amount of 
money that it would cost to build the power stations in eastern New 
Mexico, acquire the right of ways for the transmission lines, and build 
those, could be much better spent on local solar and wind farms in the 
various communities that need power. 
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It seems that there are many ways in which the government could help 
people consume less power, and thus mitigate the need for more power 
plants. Part of that could be in spending this money to help homeowners 
be more energy efficient. Part of it could be in encouraging/helping 
businesses to consume less as well. The point is that we consume more 
power, per person, than any other country in the world. At what point are 
we going to try and do better? Maybe it would be better to strive to not 
build more power plants, and instead encourage less consumption. 

163 

Sharp Ranch [located in southeastern Torrance county about 10 miles 
north of Corona NM] is very much in favor of clean energy and we 
believe this area could produce a great amount of electricity for the 
country. So we say full speed ahead and develop the project as soon as 
possible! 

198 

I am all for alternative forms of energy production including wind and 
solar but think that in these cases the power source can be nearer the final 
user. Certainly in New Mexico as in Arizona the sun shines on the entire 
state so that the power source can be nearer the final user. 

203 

This [Aravaipa Canyon] is no place for any type of power line project. 
There is a way already in existence that should be used for this purpose 
and that is along the I-10 corridor. This area is already disturbed by 
various human uses and adding in another use is the only thing that 
makes any sense at all. Actually we suspect the power you want to move 
west will be going to our big, fat, hungry, overusing state of California 
and they can just find their own clean power source, wind or whatever. 
We are not convinced by your references to clean power sources as we 
know there are plans to invade and destroy the Mojave Desert with 
horrendous solar panels. Please do not plan any more projects that 
involve destroying our precious land heritage. Please do not take this 
power line anywhere near Aravaipa Canyon. 

209 
This is a much needed project. I like the idea of bringing wind from NM 
to AZ.  

214 

Arizona does not need this system. Arizona needs education on building 
homes that need little or no mechanical heating or cooling devices, 
thereby reducing their energy needs to the point that much fewer 
photovoltaics will be necessary to power a home. Passive-solar design 
and build is the answer. 

220 

In principal I am opposed to these transmission lines on the basis of 
wasting green energy by transmitting it hundreds of miles unnecessarily. 
Arizona has more sunny days than eastern New Mexico why isn't 
Arizona putting up solar panels (and wind generators) to provide the 
energy locally? This would include having solar panels (and perhaps 
wind generators) on every rooftop, including every home and private and 
public building and solar panels on the roof of every parking lot. If they 
are unable to produce sufficient energy locally only then we should we 
consider alternatives. We must stop thinking in the past and past methods 
and start thinking of a new paradigm. 

221 

My initial thought is wouldn't it make more sense, use less resources, and 
cost less money to help fund solar panels on most businesses and homes 
in this region? And wouldn't that be more practical? 

224 

I am in favor of the transmission line and the proposed wind projects in 
NM. I strongly believe in alternative energy. I think that it is vital that we 
become energy independent and this would get us headed in the right 
direction. I also think that this would be a great opportunity for NM 
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because it would create revenue and jobs in a time when jobs are few and 
far between. I look forward to seeing this project progress. 

228 

We are ranchers north of Capitan and are very much in favor of the 
potential wind project in that area. We feel that wind energy is a clean, 
renewable source of energy that can help reduce our dependency on 
foreign oil. This will also help create green jobs and give a boost to the 
local economy. It will also create tax revenue for state and local 
government. As far as we are concerned it is a win, win situation. 

246/261/348/366/3
75 

 I also question the wisdom of stringing the country with new power 
lines without a significant effort at conservation in use of electrical 
resources. 

254 

Project Goal and Need: I favor the replacement of electrical generation 
from fossil fuel sources with electrical generation from renewable 
sources in the Southwest, but only if the large energy markets in this 
region are also subject to rigorous conservation standards. I do not favor 
simply adding more energy production to compensate for growth and the 
lack of energy efficiency. Thus, I only favor the goal of this project if it 
is carried out in the context of rigorous residential and commercial 
energy conservation programs promoted by the Southwest Area 
Transmission Group and the power companies who would benefit from 
the SunZia Southwest project.  

259 

We really need this power line and we need to do the EIS study for 2 
[transmission lines] in the same right of way. We have to do all we can to 
become less dependent upon fossil fuel especially imported fuel which 
we buy from people who hate us sometimes. We are held hostage by 
them. The US Dept of Interior and BLM need to do all they can to help 
procure this corridor so private industry can build alternative energy 
power sources. 

262 

I questions the needs and purposes stated. Photovoltaic solar seems better 
than solar thermal in balance. Transmitting power over long distance 
should be obsolete soon. If a new transmission must be established it 
should align with already established ROWs and not degrade more land. 
Since NM has wind, let NM use wind power. Arizona has sun and some 
wind. Decentralize electrical power. 

302 

This seems like an excellent idea to increase renewable energy within the 
United States, especially New Mexico and Arizona. With such a high 
amount of expected renewable energy in New Mexico (20%), this will 
provide a great start, and continuation.  

306 

The SunZia line will bring needed transmission for development of wind 
energy that is only waiting for transmission. I feel it will help the 
economy and the nation to have this renewable energy developed. I see 
no concerns to developing this transmission line. 

307 

The proposed transmission line is definitely a necessary infrastructure 
requirement to develop the wind and solar resources of the area. All we 
need is transmission. Build it – the sooner the better. I see no major 
problems or concerns to this proposal. 

311 

Frio Ridge Energy Development Assn. LLC (FREDA) consists of 127 
landowners representing over 178,000 acres with others expected to join. 
Each landowner is anxious to help solve the energy problems seeing our 
country by offering their land and support to the development of wind 
and solar energy. The only holdback we see at the present time is the 
lack of an energy transmission grid to get our product to market. We 
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have some of the best wind and solar possibilities of any place you could 
find with the greatest people in the world to work with. We respectfully 
ask your help in getting these transmission grids that are so vital to our 
development. Thank you for your help in obtaining this goal. 

345 

Your proposal to build windmills and power lines through southern 
Arizona is just plain wrong. I bought 36 acres in the Eureka Springs 
Ranch near Willcox and Safford, Arizona and it is so clean and beautiful 
right now. I do not want you to screw it up for the pleasure of the idiots 
that live in California. Let them build more windmills over there. When 
you drive the southern route to the Los Angeles area and you go through 
the area where they have all the thousands of windmills it makes you 
want to puke. Don't ruin my land for the pleasure of others. I paid for it 
with hard earned money and it is mine. 

347 

From a business point of view I know that the wind doesn't blow 
continuously. An intermittent source of power such as wind could lead to 
bankruptcy of SunZia Southwest and resulting loss to investors. It makes 
far more sense to build gas-fired or nuclear powered generating plants 
where they are needed. Gas can be delivered via underground pipelines 
and nuclear fuel can be trucked to the generating plant eliminating the 
need for unsightly, long distance high voltage power lines. 

379 

As a member of the South Corona Landowners Association and current 
Secretary/Treasurer of same, I feel that we definitely need this proposed 
line. Renewable energy has to become a vital part of our countries 
energy future. 

425 

Why are we generating electricity in one state to be sent to or thru 
another? Generate it at home – cover you flat roofs with solar panels. 
There’s no need to degrade an environment under the politically correct 
banner of Green. 

440 

I am in favor of developing local decentralized sources of sustainable 
"green" power to replace existing____ (illegible) and polluting power 
plants. Decentralized power generation would lessen the need to build 
costly, ugly and imposing transmission lines in areas that are pristine and 
in areas that have larger human populations.   

455 

The SunZia Southwest Transmission Project would be an extremely bad 
investment for Arizona, with abundant solar resources near the locations 
that require energy; Arizona has no need to bear the substantial financial, 
economic, and environmental costs of importing and developing the 
renewable energy of New Mexico. Considering the imminent 
technological advancements that will allow full use of sunlight's 
tremendous potential, the smart money is on the local generation and 
distribution of solar power, and not on 2006 ideas like SunZia. Rather 
than pay for the unnecessary and costly SunZia project, we should invest 
in the valuable solar resources in Arizona's own backyards...and front 
yards... And rooftops. 

461 

Arizona Congressman Raul Grijalva and Congresswoman Gabrielle 
Giffords are totally committed to solar power development in Arizona 
and have been instrumental in bringing this industry to our state. Two 
large scale solar energy developments are planned for LaPaz, Yavapai 
and Maricopa counties. Solar power development will bring new 
industries and new jobs to Arizona. Consequently, Arizona importing 
solar energy from New Mexico is a ridiculous idea and could jeopardize 
the success of these solar energy generating plants in Arizona. The 
location of these planned projects are adjacent to the load center planned 
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for Pinal county; the destination of the proposed SunZia transmission 
lines. 

481 

 They are talking specifically about solar energy and wind energy and 
possibly geothermal, but there's nothing that has been mentioned in 
regard to nuclear energy, and I think that that is a real – it's a real 
mistake, that that should be part of the energy. We had a meeting with 
Senator Tom Udall, which he indicated that we have more nuclear 
energy in the United States than France does, and France, basically, 
generates all of the their energy requirements via the nuclear method. I 
would have to say that it has proven to be very effective, inasmuch as the 
United States Navy uses it for propelling aircraft carriers and 
submarines, so, therefore, it would seem to me that this is a very viable 
source of energy for this country. It certainly lends itself to the green 
effect. 

543 

New Mexico has the potential for producing a good position on the 
nation's renewable energy. The development of renewable energy would 
create jobs, improve the environment and reduce our dependence on 
fossil fuels. The production of the energy depends on the ability to 
transmit that energy to where it is needed. SunZia is proposing to build 
the transmission lines that will link the renewable energy projects in New 
Mexico with the grid that provides service to the areas of large 
population. Approval of transmission lines like SunZia's, will create 
much needed jobs in New Mexico as wind farms, solar and geothermal 
plants will locate here. We need to send a statement to these developers 
that New Mexico is supportive of the expansion of renewable energy 
development. 

544 

My first reaction is always that generating facilities, however 
progressive, should be located as close as possible to the users of the 
power. The geographical reasons are obvious, too much energy is wasted 
in transport. The philosophical ones may be even more compelling: 
Users need to see what their power consumption entails in production. It 
is my impression that the sun still shines in Arizona and the wind still 
blows. Tucson and Phoenix, etc. should have their needed generating 
facilities in their own backyard. 

556 
Wind farms should be local and serve a limited area, i.e., Socorro for 
Socorro. 

558 

I hope that the BLM can look to the future and not make decisions based 
on past land use practices and 100 year old electrical transmission 
technology. New investment is needed in renewable energy sources, but 
it should not come off the back of rural New Mexicans! Renewable 
energy technology is rapidly expanding and future technologies such as 
the "smart" grid and distributed generation are more appropriately geared 
to serving societies energy needs than construction of massive 
transmission facilities to take power across vast areas of rural landscapes 
to serve metropolitan areas.  

565 

I wanted to write to express my strong support for the Sun Zia 
transmission project. This project will be a big step in meeting the 
renewable energy goals of the west 

570 

The future of our energy policies depends on swift proactive policies 
implemented by agencies like yours to ensure that our locally created 
sustainable green energy is able to be transmitted to the appropriate 
markets. 

571 Let the people who need the power build a power plant in their area. It is 
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our understanding that the state of CA and the Phoenix area will benefit 
from this action. Let CA build their own power plant and let Phoenix 
build a facility near them. We are a three hour car ride from the major 
Phoenix area. It makes no sense to run lines all over the place when there 
is a better solution. Whoever needs the service should build something in 
their back yard, not mine. Everyone is crying for jobs. Here is the 
opportunity to supply jobs to the area that will be the end user. 

597 

The proposed parallel power line easement discussed below will have an 
effective width of 1,000 feet, when one considers there is no realistic 
possibility of any functional value between the two sets of lines. It is of 
great concern to the MRGCD that this easement would carve a 1000-foot 
wide strip and bisect the bosque forest, the agricultural productive lands 
and the cultural center of this region. These facts raise the question of 
whether in this time of rethinking our methods for generation and 
distribution of energy, it would be useful to compare the value of 
localized energy production using clean technologies and smaller 
interlocking grids with the traditional methods of massive energy 
production with substantial localized impacts and multiple miles of 
transmission lines affecting thousands of acres. For this reason, initially 
the Board would request that you consider this global issue first in 
making this review.  MRGCD 

598 

Purpose and Need for the Proposal and Provide for a Reasonable Range 
of Alternatives. [Center for Desert Archaeology] CDA and the National 
Trust strongly support the development of renewable energy and its 
efficient delivery to end users. However, we are concerned that the 
SunZia proposal has been developed in the absence of a defined 
comprehensive plan for integrating renewable energy in the Southwest. It 
seems that such a comprehensive plan would help to not only define the 
purpose and need for the proposed project, but also to establish directions 
for future renewable energy projects, as well as projects that employ 
traditional forms of energy generation and transmission. Furthermore, the 
development of renewable generation and transmission can, and should, 
utilize to the greatest extent possible existing transmission corridors and 
facilities before considering new corridors, which could potentially 
further impact sensitive resources. Such consideration would ensure that 
a wide range of alternatives are identified and evaluated in the context of 
both NEPA and NHPA. A comprehensive renewable energy 
development plan also would assist in identifying opportunities to co-
locate transmission facilities and, thus, eliminate the need for new rights-
of-way. These efforts would support NEPA alternatives that minimize 
impacts to significant natural, historic and cultural resources. CDA/NTHP 

692 

The question I would like the Environmental Impact Statement to 
address is "Why not end the SunZia transmission line at the Winchester 
substation in Arizona?" The Tucson metropolitan area has a population 
of over 1 million people and is run substantially on electricity generated 
from coal in the Four Comers region. At the Winchester substation, coal-
generated power from the Four Comers region heads for Tucson. By 
investing in the Winchester sub-station as a termination point, renewable 
energy carried by the SunZia lines could substitute for coal energy at that 
point and proceed to Tucson on existing transmission lines. 

715 

In the forthcoming analysis, a range of alternatives should analyze and 
disclose the capacity of the current Infrastructure and provide evidence 
of the 'need' for new developments. 

AZ Native 
Plant Society 
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853 

In New Mexico, military land and airspace occupies a substantial amount 
of the state's real estate. The military has understandably been 
traditionally resistant to civilian presence on or near their bases and 
operations. However, in the context of renewable energy development, 
cooperation between the military and other stakeholders is vital to 
developing many of our best renewable resources which are located near 
military land. Building a cleaner energy portfolio for the United States 
directly supports national security goals for energy independence. 
Collaboration on transmission and generation of renewables around 
defense facilities will be critical to achieving energy independence and 
reducing our reliance on hostile and oppressive regimes abroad. NRDC 

852 

While recognizing the importance of the project and the need to transmit 
renewable power in New Mexico to markets in the western united States, 
Fort Bliss has serious concerns about the impacts to our mission if you 
select the alternate eastern route. Ft Bliss 

826 

I. Clearly Define the Project Purpose and Need and Develop a 
Reasonable Range of Alternatives. 
NMAC and AAC are concerned that the SunZia transmission corridor is 
being developed to provide the bulk of renewable power to states other 
than New Mexico and Arizona. A related concern is that even if the 
project will provide access to renewable power for New Mexico and 
Arizona, large population centers in both states will have priority of 
access, rather than the small communities that the May 29, 2009 Notice 
of Intent (NOI) lists as being located along the transmission corridor. If 
these small communities are to bear the burden of impacts from wind 
turbines, generating stations, and transmission lines, they should be 
among the first to benefit from the proposed project by having priority 
access to energy generated from renewable sources served by the SunZia 
transmission line. 
We believe that BLM must clearly articulate the project purpose and 
need in order to develop a reasonable range of alternatives for balancing 
the specific need for renewable power transmission facilities with the 
burdens on small communities, impacts to remote landscapes, and effects 
on cultural resources within the project corridor. The range of 
alternatives must minimize impacts to significant archaeological, 
historical, and traditional cultural properties within and around the 
proposed project area and to the cultural and natural landscapes that 
make New Mexico and Arizona so unique. 

NM and AZ 
Archeological 
Councils 

825 

The Department recognizes that wind and solar power, and a reliable 
transmission system, are essential for our nation's energy security. DOD 
supports the Bureau of Land Management's efforts to site energy 
infrastructure in locations that will provide efficient generation and 
transmission of electrical power to major load centers. At the same time, 
DoD must ensure that energy infrastructure does not adversely impact 
the testing and training activities on our ranges and installations. We are 
Submitting specific comments with this letter and these comments reflect 
the views of individual DoD installations. However, the issues are 
complex and the Department stands ready to work with all concerned to 
see that this project goes forward with a solution that successfully 
balances both energy security and national defense. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

CODE 020.00 Engineering/Design 

12 
PLEASE extend the deadlines so that alternative routes and BETTER 
options such as line burial can be studied and proposed. As a resident of 
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Southern California, I can attest to how much my heard breaks every 
time I drive past our states hundreds and hundreds of Giant Power Lines 
and Bitter-Start White Metal Wind Machines scarring acres and acres of 
our most precious fragile dessert and high desert areas near Joshua Tree 
National Park and Tehachapi. 

14/204/466 

The proposed route [in vicinity of Aravapai Canyon Wilderness] 
includes more than 15 miles of mountainous terrain, making construction 
quite difficult, unduly expensive, environmentally degrading, and very 
undesirable for maintenance. This difficult terrain is a major reason why 
there are not roads or transmission lines presently crossing this area.  

33 

ARIZONA SPECIFIC COMMENTS: We recognize that some 
transmission towers can be installed with helicopters, and we encourage 
that practice. Enough aerial placements would need to be done to avoid 
creating new travel routes in conservation lands. Second, the placement 
and size of individual transmission towers will significantly affect the 
overall environmental impact of a route. The footprints of towers should 
avoid riparian zones, especially those with perennial water, and stream 
crossings should incorporate towers of sufficient height to avoid any tree 
removal required to meet safety regulations. Of particular concern are the 
riparian forests along the San Pedro River, which support a rich 
biological community, including the endangered Southwest Willow 
Flycatcher. Many properties along the lower San Pedro River have been 
set aside as mitigation for environmental damage elsewhere, and are 
managed specifically to benefit the Willow Flycatcher and generally for 
the native riparian community. The cottonwood and mesquite trees along 
perennial reaches of the river grow to sufficient height that regulations 
for 500 kV transmission lines would likely require tree removal for 
clearance beneath the lines. Thus, towers on either side of a river 
crossing in those reaches would need to be extremely tall to avoid 
clearing a swath of trees beneath the lines. Third, linear disturbance 
features such as utility corridors become avenues for the spread of 
invasive plant species. This can be minimized by prompt revegetation, 
but subsequent new disturbance, such as maintenance of an access route, 
reopens that avenue. TNC 

33c 

The ADOT/AGFD Wildlife Linkages Assessment identifies the portion 
of the valley between the Catalina/Rincon Mountains and the Galiuro 
Mountains as a potential linkage zone and the river corridor as a riparian 
habitat/linkage zone. It also identified areas south of the Galiuro 
Mountains, and south of the Pinaleno Mountains. A more detailed 
analysis modeled wildlife movement corridors between the Galiuro and 
Pinaleno Mountains. All of these are crossed by one or more of the 
routes under consideration. In these cases, protecting wildlife linkages 
does not require total avoidance. Rather, they are areas where protecting 
the ability of wildlife to move should be considered in the design of 
fencing and other infrastructure.  TNC 

33c 

NEW MEXICO SPECIFIC COMMENTS: Design elements for the 
proposed and alternative routes can be used to minimize the mitigation 
needed to address impacts to these species. The EIS should also evaluate 
design alternatives that include burying the transmission line as it crosses 
the migratory corridor and off-site mitigation to compensate for lost 
habitat.  TNC 

42 
Line burial would protect all concerned … farmers and birds. And assure 
that this magnificently beautiful area [Bosque del Apache] would remain 
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as such. 

53 

It is possible to use the spin-off electricity to power transmissions below 
the high-tension wire line. What do you think this extra electrical energy 
does to our electrical system?  

70 

 If you absolutely must put the cables in, (as I know how money plays a 
part in things) you absolutely MUST put those cables underground and 
out of an area where they would influence the river or any other 
wilderness [in vicinity of Klondyke, AZ.]  

85 

With the preliminary information provided, ADEQ would like to make 
you aware of some water quality issues that may need to be considered in 
the planning stage. I) Stormwater Construction General Permit: 
Stormwater discharges associated with construction activities (clearing, 
grading, or excavating) which disturb one acre or more must obtain a 
general permit for coverage of stormwater discharges under the Arizona 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System's (AZPDES) Construction 
General Permit. As part of permit coverage, a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) must be prepared, and implemented during the 
course of construction. Because the proposed construction will occur in 
20I3, the project proponent will need to be cognizant of the most current 
permit in existence at the time it seeks coverage for the construction 
activities. 2) Impaired Waters: Planning should consider any waters in 
the area of the proposed route that are listed as impaired according to 
Section 303(d) of the federal CWA. Listing as an impaired water may 
impact surface water quality permits, such as the Construction General 
Permit. ADEQ 

90 

General Recommendations for Construction of Transmission Lines 
• Transmission lines must be designed to prevent or minimize risk of 
electrocution of raptors. 
• Limit project activities during the breeding season for birds, generally 
May through late August, depending on species in the local area. Raptors 
breed in early February through May. Conduct avian surveys to 
determine bird species that may be utilizing the area and develop a plan 
to avoid disturbance during nesting season. 
• Limit removal of deadfall/snags since many wildlife species use snags 
for refuge. 
• Avoid work near bridges with bats during maternity season, usually 
May through late August. If possible, complete work at night when the 
least amount of bats are roosting. 
• If riparian areas are present be aware aquatic species breed at different 
times throughout the year. Review the biology of each species to 
determine a timeframe and actions (e.g. limiting sediment input into the 
river during construction) that would minimize impact to the species. 
• Coordinate plant salvage efforts with the Arizona Department of 
Agriculture, in accordance with the Arizona Native Plant Law. In 
addition, the applicable land management agencies should be consulted 
regarding guidelines for revegetation efforts. 
• Contact the Army Corp. of Engineers for Best Management Practices 
and guidelines for minimizing and mitigating impacts to riparian areas. AZGFD 

94 

NMDGF strongly recommends that the SunZia power lines and 
substations should be designed and constructed in full conformance with 
the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee· publications Suggested 
Practices for Raptor Protection on Power Lines: The State of the Art in 
2006, and Mitigating Bird Collisions with Power Lines: The State of the NMDGF 
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Art in 1994 (both available at http://www.aplic.org). 
Bird diverter devices should be installed on the lines at potential collision 
hazard locations, and support towers should be lighted only where 
required by law, using red or red-and-white blinking or strobe lights. 
Towers should be erected without guy lines if possible; if a guyed design 
is necessary, the guy wires should be provided with bird diverters. 
Project planning should include development of a project specific post-
construction Avian Protection Plan (see APLIC Suggested Practices 
document for guidance.) 

95 

Placing the lines to the east of the Picachos [Pinal County, AZ] provides 
better co-location opportunities with the proposed Tucson Electric Power 
"TEP" project participant, TEP is currently planning a 500kV 
transmission line from the Tortolita Substation into the Pinal Central 
Substation. TEP's proposed alternatives allow for co-location of these 
two projects to the' east of the Picacho Mountains. We encourage BLM 
to require TEP and the Project to work together to co-locate their 
alignments. If the Project interconnects with the Tortolita Substation then 
it should be sited to avoid the large planned projects immediately north 
of Tortolita. 

138 

It [transmission line(s)] really should go underground as it is not 
something that enhances nature's beauty, which is what the 
Klondyke/Aravaipa area is all about. 

159 

[Potential mitigation]: Careful review of the height and type of power 
line towers; Careful location of power line towers so as to minimize their 
impacts; Color and reflectivity of facilities; and landscape treatment 
within the right-of-way and at other places that screen structures.  CDTA 

180 I would like to see burial of the lines explored. 

207 
Consider transmission line routing needs for local utilities when making 
the connection at Pinal Central Substation. 

Electrical 
District #2 

226 

Since your lines are for future (primarily) large environmental 
sustainable energy systems, what if anything is being proposed for 
smaller low voltage PV and wind systems? Do they get on the grid 
locally? The vision is at least 4-fold (off-grid residential, off-gird 
industrial, on-grid local, and on-grid industrial (power plants.)) Also, 
you'll need some rough ____ [illegible] estimates on a 20 year cost-vs-
benefits of AC 500 kV to DC 500kV, including losses, substation costs, 
etc. Thanks for the presentation, your people were helpful. 

231 Concerned about AC, want DC transmission line. 

232 

I know the expense of underground burial of lines is probably 
prohibitive, but somewhere along the line consideration of wildlife and 
the scenic views need consideration. I hope you will give them their due. 

242 

2) I suggest using existing corridors as much as possible to minimize 
disturbance to more pristine areas and also make construction and 
maintenance easier. 3) Get enough right-of-way and choose routes that 
allow you room to expand in the future plus grant operational flexibility 
(temporary facilities, forgiving topography, minimal interference with 
high density population areas.) 4) Get big areas for your substations with 
gated outer perimeter fences as well as an inner fence to keep kids and 
terrorists out. We had eco-terrorist here even go thru the trouble of 
digging up the new power line on Mt. Graham. 

243 
I have Frye Mesa Ranch south of Safford and 1/2 way up Mt. Graham 
form the city limits and I already have enough off road problems with 
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this line. We will have more side roads, more gate problems. This is a 
bad place to put a power line thru to the San Pedro River rough country, 
few roads, wilderness country.  

253 
Might a portion of these lines be put underground? Could that be a 
consideration?  

266 
EVERY effort should be made to run these lines somewhere other than 
along migration routes or better yet, put them underground. 

298 

Please suggest SunZia look into vertical access wind turbines, if they 
haven't already. They're quieter, generate power at lower wind speeds, 
can sustain performance at higher wind speeds, and appear to be a solid 
mass to birds, thus eliminating the mass carnage of migrating birds that 
fly into traditional fan generators. 

301 

Don't like the proposed distance between lines. The country will look 
awful. Put easements and lines next to existing easements when possible 
to narrow the width of transmission corridors. 

304 

The impact to avian species in a major migratory flyway from high 
tension wires could be severe. Impacts at night to flying birds is a 
problem even now. More lines located even higher above ground could 
be a major threat. Bird watching and ecotourism are a major economic 
plus to our area in San Antonio. The proposed above ground lines would 
hurt us economically. No expense should be spared to bury these lines 
wherever they cross the Rio Grande corridor. 

322 

Oracle already has a complex network of gas transmission lines and a 
turbine station – any concern about placing lines where they could – in a 
storm – come down and ignite the gas lines? Oracle is designated as one 
of the highest potential wildlife areas in the state. Why add to the danger 
with lines – or endanger your lines by locating them here? 

429 

I live in the San Pedro Valley off of Gamex Road. The existing power 
line cross my land and are visually not very pretty but to erect 160' tall 
towers? These would be visually obscene and totally destroy the value of 
my property not to mention destroy the natural beauty of an almost 
pristine area of land. Also I'm not pleased with health hazards I've heard 
about – and ROWs 1000' wide that would eat up a huge amount of 
property (the lower portion of my land) if in fact it follows existing 
carrier lines (wood poles). 

469 

I was wondering if they were planning on incorporating some fiber optic 
neutral built into this line. If so, I believe a fellow over there told me they 
were planning on putting in some neutral for the control circuits and 
stuff. But there would be an option with this fiber to lease it or sell it to 
the State or whoever, try to incorporate this fiber ring that the State is 
trying to put together. 

471 

They built a transmission line through our ranch, and before it was even 
finished, it was full. They couldn't add any more for wind. My 
recommendation is you build them big enough for future expansion.  

481 

And before we can really report intelligently in terms of the effect that 
this is going to have on us is, where are those lines going to go? We don't 
know for sure exactly what those lines are going to be, whether they're 
going to be AC lines or whether they're going to be DC lines and exactly 
where they are, how many of them, and what the impact is going to be. 
So I guess the other issue that I would talk about is that a long time ago 
there was a very famous scientist called Tesla, and the transmission of 
energy was not via wires. So has anybody looked into that kind of energy 
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transmission, using the Tesla technology which is certainly available 
now? 

516 

I am also concerned that as property owners we are not allowed to have 
any lines weather phone, power etc above ground. We have to bury the 
lines. 

528 

The suggestion that the lines will run under the Rio Grande raises the 
question of the silvery minnow and how much disturbance there will be 
to that species if the present proposal is implemented. 

550 

We [Windmill Ranch] have covenants that prohibit any structures over 
35 feet in height and buildings should fit with the environment. We 
would not want any development that does not meet with these 
environmental concerns. 
We are in a power class 2 according to the government's own studies. 
Look at Renewable Resources Data Center. I also have a weather station 
and anemometer. We average between 6 and 8 miles per hour winds. I do 
not believe anyone did any research before coming up with what they 
thought would be a real moneymaker.  

556 

1. What is the rate of energy/power loss per transmission mile? 
2. What are the estimated costs for construction of: Wind farm? 
Transmission towers and lines? 
3. What agency or entity fronts the cost of construction? 
4. What is dollar rate of return and over how long an interim? 
5. What agency will maintain wind farm and service power lines? 

595 

Burying Lines in Key Places – Underground transmission lines could be 
used to avoid impacts from large-scale transmission development along 
the SunZia route. Where consistent with environmental goals such as 
conservation of soil quality and plant life, the option to bury transmission 
lines should be considered where lines pass through high quality desert 
viewsheds or sensitive wildlife habitat of birds and/or bats. While 
undergrounding Extra High Voltage (EHV) lines poses some additional 
technical challenges related to reactive power management and resistive 
heating losses, these can ultimately met through appropriate 
compensation and increased conductor cross-sections/conductivities. 
Ultimately the technical hurdles associated with installing underground 
lines are cost and engineering issues, not fundamental constraints. 
Furthermore, if underground portions are limited to short distances where 
impact is most acute, additional compensation requirements can be 
minimized or eliminated.  

Wilderness 
Society 

595 

Underground lines can also be insulated with gas or cross-linked 
polyethylene (XPLE), which may have fewer potential environmental 
risks. BLM should study the potential impacts of both burying lines 
(including analysis of all available technologies for burying lines, 
including but not limited to oil cooled, gas cooled, and XPLE insulated 
lines) and keeping them above ground, weigh the pros and cons of these 
alternatives, and make recommendations in the EIS for the most 
environmentally sensitive alternative. 

Wilderness 
Society 

597 

It is of great concern to the MRGCD that this easement would carve a 
1000-foot wide strip and bisect the bosque forest, the agricultural 
productive lands and the cultural center of this region. These facts raise 
the question of whether in this time of rethinking our methods for 
generation and distribution of energy, it would be useful to compare the 
value of localized energy production using clean technologies and 
smaller interlocking grids with the traditional methods of massive energy MRGCD 
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production with substantial localized impacts and multiple miles of 
transmission lines affecting thousands of acres.  

601 

The construction of these transmission lines must not occur above 
ground, or if they are above ground they must be rerouted to pathways 
approved and promoted by the scientific staff of the Bosque del Apache 
Wildlife Refuge. I understand that some of the promoters of the Sun Zia 
Southwest Transmission Project dismiss these perfectly viable 
alternatives as being prohibitively expensive. That is not an acceptable 
argument when we are talking about saving money by putting species, 
especially migratory species limited to wetland habitats, at additional risk 
of population declines. Protecting natural species is simply a cost of 
business. 

609 

The era when the most cost effective way to generate electric power was 
to do it in coal fired power plants, hydroelectric generating stations, and 
nuclear power plants is, I believe, drawing to a close. We now are 
developing the technology to generate electricity using renewable and 
sustainable means, and as a taxpayer, I believe that my money would be 
better spent developing power generation systems on a local scale, and 
abandoning the old ways of doing things. 

623 

I also believe that the transmission lines should be run under ground, in 
either case. I am a general contractor, and I believe this could be done. I 
understand it would cost more to construct, but I'm sure you have the 
technology, and in the long run, an underground application would save 
costs in maintenance and repair. 

692 

The question I would like the Environmental Impact Statement to 
address is "Why not end the SunZia transmission line at the Winchester 
substation in Arizona?" The Tucson metropolitan area has a population 
of over 1 million people and is run substantially on electricity generated 
from coal in the Four Comers region. At the Winchester substation, coal-
generated power from the Four Comers region heads for Tucson. By 
investing in the Winchester sub-station as a termination point, renewable 
energy carried by the SunZia lines could substitute for coal energy at that 
point and proceed to Tucson on existing transmission lines. 

826 

We are also concerned about the suggested right-of-way (ROW) width. 
Presentations suggest a 200-footwide study corridor is sufficient, 
whereas BLM policy for linear ROWs requires a 50-foot study area on 
either side of the corridor in addition to the corridor itself. Restatement 
of this policy will clarify required survey and use corridors. 

NM AZ 
Archeo 
Councils 

CODE 030.00 Corridor Alignment/Alternatives 

10 

The DEIS Must Provide A Meaningful Range of Alternatives That Avoid 
Significant Impacts. NEPA requires that a range of meaningful 
alternatives be explored in the environmental review process 42 U.S.C. 
432(C)(iii),(E). The agency must "study, develop, and describe 
appropriate alternatives to recommend courses of action in any proposal 
which involves unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of 
available resources". 42 U.S.C. 4332 (2)(E). Significant impacts to the 
environment from conflicting land uses should be avoided where 
possible. The alternatives analysis in the DEIS should first fully explore 
avoidance of significant impacts through a range of alternatives and then 
engage in an analysis of measures to minimize and mitigate any 
remaining impacts. In most cases, avoidance can best be accomplished 
through alternative project siting and/or project design. The DEIS should 
include at least one, and preferable more than one, alternative that would 



 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project L-17 EPG 
EIS Scoping Report  April 2010 

Table L-1 Comments Summary 
ID COMMENT 

avoid all impacts to designated critical habitat and listed species in the 
project area.  

21 

I am against the construction/location of transmission lines. The 
transmission line should not traverse and destroy pristine land. Enough is 
enough! This nation does not need more wires across the open spaces. If 
a line must be erected place it where other transmission lines already 
exist!!  

141 
 I am opposed to the site selection as presented. Too much lack of 
concern for the land, animals, and birds. 

159 

As a proud partner of the USFS, BLM and NPS, [the Continental Divide 
Trail Alliance] CDTA recognizes the need for additional transmission 
lines to accommodate the growing industry of alternative energy sources 
available in New Mexico. We would like to minimize the impacts of 
utility developments and their associated facilities on the Trail's 
resources. We support and encourage the following guidelines when 
identifying areas, where when necessary to cross, parallel or otherwise 
include the CDT, utility lines and facilities may be located as to reduce 
their impacts to the CDT: 1. Location is where the CDT crosses areas 
that are already developed, and classified as Rural or Urban by the USFS 
Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS); 2. Location is where the CDT 
crosses an existing state or federal highway or highway intersection. 3. 
Passage through an area where Trail values, such as a sense of 
remoteness, would not be compromised.  

244 

We have spent our entire lives building our home and property to raise 
our children in a safe environment. The proposed route for these lines 
runs practically over our house. We have a great concern about the 
known EMF/cancer links. We are close to retirement and plan on our 
children living on our ranch after we are gone. This project, if built as it 
is proposed now, will totally destroy the lives of my wife, children, 
grandchildren, etc. I would really like to see an alternate route 
implemented. 

278 

Need to avoiding potential radio frequency interference with the Long 
Wavelength Array Project from the proposed transmission lines The 
LWA will be an array of 53 "stations", centered on the Plains of San 
Agustin in west central New Mexico. The first point at issue, then, is to 
determine which of our proposed sites fall within 10 miles of the 
preferred and alternate routes.  

299 

Proposed route looks like the best choice. Ranchers should be very 
carefully considered on (1) disruption of grazing (2) lose related to cattle 
being displaced by helicopter movement (3) consider gates, right of 
ways, etc. 

300 
The proposed route is the best one in my opinion. It is direct and 
generally along other established routes. 

308 

I'm glad SunZia is taking on this project. I hope you will extend a feeder 
leg up into the Curry, Quay County area. We have very little state land, 
no BLM, no tribes and a very receptive population to wind energy 
development, NMSU has a met tower with over 2 years of history and I 
have a private met tower with over 1 year of history. Our land owner 
association has 178,000 acres of contiguous land and we are very 
anxious for development. 

322 
A great deal of work went into the Pinal County Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan. Please avoid putting transmission lines inside rural community 
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or other specially designated areas. 

325 

Having these huge power lines crisscross along the countryside isn't 
something anyone wants. They are an eyesore, the amount of land that 
has to be disturbed in order for them to be installed and the health issues 
that arise when power lines are close to livestock and humans. 
If they must be installed – there already exists, on the east side of the San 
Pedro River, SWTC lines. These lines run along the foothills, have 
existing roads that are already established for maintenance access. This 
would be the best economical choice for the new transmission lines. 
Saving money and saving the land! 

332 

On behalf of my family and relatives who live and hunt in the area, 
especially on behalf of my deceased father who enjoyed over forty years 
of hunting and camping in the area. We adamantly oppose this project. 
To damage, destroy and ruin land to save money on your project is 
egregious. The impact on the land and wildlife is massive and 
irreparable. Follow the highways that are already established to install 
these lines. There are other ways to successfully complete your project 
while protecting and preserving the animals, environment and all who 
cherish the land. 

338 

If it does not go across my property it's ok. I do not want it on my 
property.  
Seems to me it would be too dangerous to have close to my home and 
animals. 

393 

Enclosed is a copy of a map that shows the boundary of the Conservation 
Easement and the boundary of property owned by Ancho Cattle Co. Also 
enclosed is a copy of the first page of the Deed of Conservation 
Easement that specifies the desire and intent of the Conservation 
Easement. I request that the intent of the Conservation Easement would 
be honored as plans are made to construct the SunZia power transmission 
line. The area presently under consideration for the construction of the 
East Substation includes much of the area in the Conservation Easement 
of Ancho Cattle Co. The construction of the substation or the 
construction of the power line on the Conservation Easement property 
would be a violation of the intent of the Conservation Easement. As a 
general request, I hope that the location of substation and power line 
would be secluded as possible from the view from public roads and 
private homes. You should also be aware of the existence of Windmill 
Ranch Subdivision to the west of the Easement. 

426 

The [proposed]route is unacceptable in northeastern Luna County 
because it goes through the "Nutt Grasslands" for miles and miles. The 
"Nutt Grasslands" have always been linked to the "Otero Mesa" because 
both are sensitive areas with unusual natural characteristics. Oil and gas 
activity has been unable to continue on "Otero Mesa" due to the pristine 
nature of that environment along with environmental and land owner 
objections. The "Nutt Grasslands" lay along both sides of NM Hwy 26 
and NM Hwy 27, south, west and north of Nutt, New Mexico in 
northeast Luna County and southwest Sierra County. It is a large area of 
pure grassland with no invasive species of brush or other undesirable 
vegetation. It extends to the foothills of the Cooks Range and Black 
Range mountains to the west and offer views not found often in 
southwest New Mexico. It would be a travesty to have two 500kV lines 
followed by wind towers, other related structures, roads, etc. in this 
particular sensitive area of Luna County known as the "Nutt Grasslands." 
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470 

Extend that corridor east of Highway 54. And the purpose and reason for 
that, that way, between the two major groups, there will be an even share 
between it. And Corona does split. And if they can get east of Highway 
54 – and there' s a lot of State land there – that would be easy for access 
of the transmission line. If they could go east of Highway 54, they would 
help the project up there.  

472 

What we're concerned about is, we live in the town of Bingham. There' s 
two houses there. The proposed route that this is going to take runs right 
along – this is Bingham, and this is 380 over here – this is Bingham, and 
this is 380. The proposed route is running right along here and draws 
back this way towards up above the hill. It's going to run along the 
highway here. These are big towers with megatons of frequencies 
running through it. Not only are they going to be ugly, they're going to 
ruin the view. 

474 

I have a ranch here in Corona. We've leased wind farms, and we feel that 
we'd rather see wind farms than subdivisions, and ranches are no longer 
sustainable anymore under agriculture. So we have got to make, you 
know, something – do something else in order to stay in business. And so 
we think that wind and renewable energies are very positive. So we're 
very much in favor of developing the wind and whatever it takes for 
transmission, wind towers, whatever it takes to do wind. 

478 

[Windmill Ranches] have 18,000 acres, 326 lots, people that – you know, 
it's not fully developed, just some people live out there. Maybe 20 people 
live out there right now, 20 homes. Other people are building as we 
speak. There are people that live all over the United States, when they 
retire or whatever, they'll come and build out there. But the biggest 
concern is – if you got that before about the views, the other concern is 
the noise, if there's any noise. 

490 

I live in Oracle and it' s a small town. And I deliberately moved out here 
to be in a rural area in the country. And if I wanted to live next to a high 
transmission line I would have moved next to one. So if this does go 
through I would like it to be as far away from Oracle as possible.  

509 

We are concerned about the location of the proposed transmission lines 
for the Sun Zia project, as it may affect our property at Windmill Ranch 
near Carrizozo, New Mexico.  

515 

Windmill Ranch owners are currently living at the development and 
more of us intend to live there in the future. This type of project needs to 
be located away from people.  

549 

Habitat Fragmentation – Transmission line corridors and renewable 
generation create habitat fragmentation. Analysis needs to be done to 
identify intact habitat types that will be segmented by the proposed route 
and associated development. This analysis needs to evaluate the expected 
impacts of fragmentation versus a range of alternatives such as 
distributed load based generation. 

569 

Our property borders BLM which was the main reason we purchased it 
... wide open spaces! We are land owners at Windmill Ranches. This is 
approximately a 20 thousand acre Homes Owners Association Ranch. 
We are right across Hwy 54 from Ancho, NM. We all purchased the land 
to enjoy the beautiful views and if the massive transmission lines are 
constructed we will have lost literally everything we've dreamed of. 

866 
I recommend a No Build alternative that analyzes reducing the need for a 
new transmission line through localized, small renewable energy systems 
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and real conservation measures to be implemented by providers of 
energy. 

857 

NMDGF is not recommending a specific route for the project at this 
time, however it does appear that the expanded project area east of White 
Sands Missile Range may have less potential for adverse impact to 
wildlife. In general, we recommend the use of existing transportation 
and/or utility corridors. NMDGF 

852 

I recommend you include an in-depth analysis of the impacts to the 
military from the routes proposed in the EIS. Fort Bliss will continue to 
assess potential impacts from the proposed alternate eastern route, but 
the initial assessment at the landscape level is the eastern route you are 
analyzing would be detrimental to the expanding Fort Bliss mission. Ft. Bliss 

848 

Recommendations: 
• Remove the northernmost proposed alignment in New Mexico from 
consideration because of its anticipated impacts to significant prehistoric 
pueblo sites in the Rio Grande River Valley. 
• Remove all routes west of the proposed Willow substation from 
consideration except those that follow the existing 345kV line. 
Select the easternmost route in New Mexico as the preferred alternative 
for SunZia development but make a concerted effort to avoid or 
minimize adverse impacts to trails and other significant cultural 
resources, which are generally concentrated near rivers. NTHP/CDA 

851 

Referencing the BLM map labeled “Proposed and Alternative Routes 
Oct09,” we have identified that the alternative route with the least overall 
threat to wildlife and conservation values is the far eastern route that runs 
along the eastern border of White Sands Missile Range and crosses the 
Rio Grande just north of the Texas border. The Nature Conservancy’s 
only major concern with this alternate route [far eastern route that runs 
along the eastern border of White Sands Missile Range and crosses the 
Rio Grande just north of the Texas border] is that it directly crosses the 
Lordsburg Playa in Hidalgo County. If this portion of the transmission 
line could be directed either north to connect to the original proposed 
route or possibly south to follow along I-10, the impacts to these 
important playa lakes could be greatly reduced. TNC 

851 

We continue to support a route along existing rights of way through 
Tucson as a way to avoid these sensitive areas [Lower San Pedro River 
Valley.]  TNC 

825 

The Near West Route of the proposed SunZia Project will have an 
adverse effect on military activities that cannot be mitigated and DoD 
recommends no development of this route. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

The Northern Route of the proposed SunZia Project will have an adverse 
effect on military activities that cannot be mitigated as proposed and 
DoD recommends no development of this specific route. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

The Eastern Route of the proposed SunZia Project will have an adverse 
effect on military activities that cannot be mitigated and DoD 
recommends no development of this route. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

The two Middle West routes [between WSMR and Rio Grande] connect 
to the Northern Route portion and therefore these routes will also have an 
adverse effect on military activities that cannot be mitigated. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

FAR WEST ROUTE (passing west of Truth or Consequences). DoD 
Impact Summary: The Far West Route by itself will potentially have the 
least direct impacts to DoD activities of any of the western routes, but 

DOD 
Consolidated 
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impacts associated with transmission line placement on the Northern 
Route make the Far West Route adverse effect and cannot be mitigated 
by SunZia.  

825 

Development of a Possible Alternative Northern Route: If the Northern 
Route transmission lines are moved farther north out of White Sands 
Missile Range airspace impact area and/or the transmission lines are 
placed underground to remove impacts to military ground testing and 
training and airspace usage, coupling this altered route with the Far West 
Route might be compatible with DoD activities in New Mexico. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

Development of the SunZia power transmission line routes along the 
northern edge of 1-10 through the valleys encompassing the greater 
Wilcox, Benson, Tucson corridor will have serious adverse impacts on 
the Ft Huachuca Electronic Test missions. Impacts include but are not 
limited to the following: 
• Unintentional transmission of Radio Frequency (RF) noise by the 
power lines will mask and prevent the detection and use of weak signals 
necessary to characterize the performance of C4ISR systems and 
networks. 
• The transmission lines also function as unintentional antennas, picking 
up signals generated during testing. These could impact operational 
security by allowing identification of operational scenarios and 
countermeasures used.  
• Electronic Warfare Scenarios could produce signals which couple onto 
the power lines to interfere with the control of the power grid across 
Arizona and New Mexico, causing adverse impact to power distribution. 
The power line will also create an electronic path which will circumvent 
the special protections mentioned above. Any route located within the 
EMR area will seriously degrade testing scenarios causing increased 
cost, extended timelines, and dilute testing sensitivity required by C4ISR 
systems. Alternate solutions not affecting Ft Huachuca missions would 
have to run through Mexico to Green Valley or remain above the 
northern boundary of the MER.  

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

162nd Fighter Wing, Arizona Air National Guard (Transmission lines 
near Lordsburg, Safford, Duncan, Willow and San Manuel) DoD Impact 
Summary: These transmission lines and towers of the proposed SunZia 
route will have an adverse impact on military activities that cannot be 
mitigated and DOD recommends no development of this route. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

CODE 031.01 Eloy (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

95 

Walton is one of the largest landowners in Pinal County, Arizona, and is 
currently in the process of planning tens of thousands of acres in and 
around Eloy, Arizona for mixed use development including residential, 
commercial, office and industrial uses. We believe these two alignments 
best meet the Project's goals while minimizing the Project's impact on the 
City of Eloy, Pinal County and Walton's existing development plans. 
Importantly, Walton agrees with Eloy and Pinal County and feels very 
strongly that the Project's transmission lines should only be sited on the 
east side of the Picacho Mountains. Both the City of Eloy and Pinal 
County have taken official actions indicating they also only support 
sitings to the east of the Mountains and are opposed to any alignment to 
the west of the Picachos.  

206 

City of Eloy adopted resolution No. 08-1154 on Oct. 13, 2008, which 
declared the city's position with respect to preferred locations for 
transmission line corridors proposed in Tucson Electric Power's Tortolita 
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to Pinal Central Substation and the SunZia Southwest Transmission 
project.  

233 

The purpose of this letter is to notify you that we support the alignment 
identified on Exhibit A as Alignment A, which traverses east of the 
Picacho Mountains. 

CODE 031.02 San Pedro River Valley (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

18 

...a very sensitive area where wildlife traverse from the Galiuro, 
Winchester Mountain Ranges on the East side of the San Pedro Valley, 
to the Paige Canyon, Rincon and Catalina Mountain Ranges on the 
Western side. There is no other area in the San Pedro Valley, where so 
many large mammals traverse, it's because much of the wildlife depend 
on the differing elevations during the seasonal changes, for food and 
sustenance. Among the habitats they depend upon a good deal of the year 
are, riparian habitats. Cascabel has some of the most substantial native 
Mesquite Bosque Riparian Habitats in Arizona. Over 90% of the 
Riparian Habitats in Arizona have been destroyed. Hot Springs Canyon 
is the second largest tributary to the San Pedro River – so it's a very 
healthy habitat for all Sonoran inhabitants – at the present time. Any 500 
kV high capacity transmission lines in this area; Hot Springs Canyon and 
Cascabel, would be against everything these agencies had sought in their 
original intent. The Nature Conservancy, the BLM, the USF and WS and 
the NRSC; I would contend, do not believe in this particular proposed 
alternative SunZia transmission line route, near Cascabel and the Hot 
Springs Canyon, to be in line with their intended goals. I am vehemently 
opposed to this particular alternative route, not if it goes through the 
Cascabel area.  

33 

Our ecoregional assessments [identified] the Lower San Pedro River 
Valley, including the watershed of Aravaipa Canyon, as a high priority 
for biological conservation in the Southwest. Among the results of those 
efforts are several large nature preserves and cooperatively managed 
areas that we own or manage in the Lower San Pedro River and Aravaipa 
Canyon watersheds which could be affected by some of the routes that 
have been identified. All the identified routes across the Galiuro 
Mountains and Aravaipa watershed or down the San Pedro River Valley 
will likely cause significant environmental impact, either directly or 
indirectly, and we recommend avoidance of these areas. We strongly 
suggest consideration of additional routes to connect the Winchester and 
Tortolita substations while avoiding the Galiuro Mountains and north-
south alignments in the Lower San Pedro River Valley.  
Many properties along the lower San Pedro River have been set aside as 
mitigation for environmental damage elsewhere, and are managed 
specifically to benefit the Willow Flycatcher and generally for the native 
riparian community. The ADOT/AGFD Wildlife Linkages Assessment 
identifies the portion of the valley between the Catalina/Rincon 
Mountains and the Galiuro Mountains as a potential linkage zone and the 
river corridor as a riparian habitat/linkage zone. It also identified areas 
south of the Galiuro Mountains, and south of the Pinaleno Mountains. A 
more detailed analysis modeled wildlife movement corridors between the 
Galiuro and Pinaleno Mountains. We have worked with the BLM and 
Forest Service to establish both the physical and institutional conditions 
that would allow natural fires to run their course in that region. That is 
critical to its ecological health, both for the upland vegetation 
communities and the riparian and aquatic systems that are affected by TNC 
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watershed condition. We are concerned that a transmission corridor 
would require fire suppression to prevent damage to towers and lines.  

81 

 The broader concern is that should these transmission lines be built in 
lieu of locally generated power, that they not disrupt wildlife. One of the 
medleys of lines proposed through the San Pedro valley takes advantage 
of an existing right of way for a lower power transmission line. That 
right of way goes through a fair amount of private property, including 
mine. Neither my neighbors nor I relish the idea of looking up and seeing 
a huge power structure! In any event, the San Pedro River valley has 
been declared one of the "last great places" by the Nature Conservancy. 
Although the valley has suffered the ill effects of excessive groundwater 
pumping and the once fully flowing river, rich with wildlife is a mere 
shadow of its former self, it remains the last free-flowing river in the 
Southwest and a hugely important wildlife corridor. Please don' t allow 
any further degradation of its natural resource values.  

90 

The Department opposes any route that follows the San Pedro River 
Valley and the FourMile Creek area between the Galiuro and Aravaipa 
Wildernesses which is currently undeveloped. The Department has 
identified an important wildlife corridor between the Galiuros and 
Aravaipa to connect bighorn sheep habitat in that area. 
The proposed route also appears traverse the Department's newly 
acquired lands along the San Pedro River at the Aravaipa confluence. 
The lands were acquired by the Department to protect important breeding 
habitat for Southwest willow flycatcher (WIFL) and numerous other 
species. It has a high density of WIFL nesting areas, includes critical 
habitat for spike dace and loach minnow, and is habitat for a number of 
sensitive species including lowland leopard frog and yellow-billed 
cuckoo. This route would negatively impact the wildlife and their habitat 
in this new wildlife area. AZGFD 

92 

While Pima County does not have any major objections to the proposed 
SunZia transmission line route, the County does, however, have concerns 
over a proposed alternative route that would cross through the San Pedro 
Valley. The San Pedro River is the last free-flowing river in the state of 
Arizona, and was identified as one of the ten most endangered rivers in 
the United States by American Rivers in 1999. Due to the river and its 
associated wetlands, it contains the highest quality riparian gallery forest 
in all of southern Arizona and remains a critical area for seasonal 
migratory birds between North, Central and South America. The 
Bingham Cienega Natural Preserve was purchased specifically for 
protection of the mesquite bosque and associated wetlands, and is 
proposed as mitigation land under Section 10(1) of the Endangered 
Species Act. I urge that care be taken to avoid direct or indirect impacts 
to not only County-owned land, but also other areas of riparian 
vegetation along the San Pedro River owned by the Nature Conservancy 
and others. Ultimately, the County prefers that the segment of alternative 
route that crosses through the San Pedro Valley in Pima County be 
removed. Pima County 

111 

It is an area rich in biological and archeological resources, and as the last 
free-flowing river in AZ, a very major migratory bird corridor as well as 
having areas that are protected by Conservation Easements held by the 
USBR to protect the Southwest Willow Flycatcher. The valley is 
sparsely populated, allowing the cross-corridors between the Winchester 
and Galliuro mountain ranges to the east and the Rincon and Santa 
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Catalina ranges on the western side of the watershed to serve as very 
viable "sky island" connections for wildlife migration. 

112 

Southern Arizona is constantly working to over-come the desecration of 
our cherished and pristine lands that have been designated to be 
preserved. The community has thus far resisted putting a trucking route 
through the San Pedro Valley, which is home to the San Pedro River and 
extensive wild life.  

114 

I am writing to say how appalled I am to read that you are considering 
the middle San Pedro River valley and Aravaipa Canyon as possible 
routes for the SunZia transmission lines. It reminds one of the song that 
said "they paved paradise to make a parking lot." Any building along the 
middle San Pedro or Aravaipa Canyon would destroy ecological, 
archaeological and cultural resources which the federal government, the 
BLM, the Nature Conservancy, and many private entities have spent 
millions of dollars to preserve. I hope these terrible route choices will be 
totally removed from consideration. The fact that there are electrical 
transmission lines here (at the cost of great environmental and 
archaeological destruction) doesn't justify causing more destruction in an 
area that has been called "one of the world's last great places."  

170 

We are in opposition to the placement of 500KV electrical lines thought 
the San Pedro valley contemplated by the NM SunZia project. As owners 
of approximately 5,000 acres of private property and 25,000 acres of 
BLM and State lease land we feel these lines will adversely affect the 
environment, adversely affecting our cattle ranching operation, and 
greatly diminish the value of our private property. 

199 

I sincerely hope that the planned transmission line doesn't run through 
the San Pedro River Valley in Cascabel. As a Cascabel land owner, I 
value the pristine environment and wildlife of the area. 

215 

The San Pedro River Valley is unspoiled. There are few places like it left 
in America. Those of us who have chosen to live in beautiful and 
untouched areas strive to preserve these qualities which attracted us, and 
which are in increasingly short supply. The lines will destroy the 
untarnished vistas. They have no place in this location. They should run 
along previously established major routes where major roads, telephone 
lines etc. already run. 

223 

It seems the I-10 corridor is the ideal line to follow. It’s already messed 
up, pretty flat and relatively direct. It will save many square miles of 
pristine desert and wildlife areas. I object to the Saguaro-Oracle-San 
Manuel route the most. The views, wildlife and condition of the desert is 
that area is already in a distressed state because of development in that 
area. 

248 

As a resident of the San Pedro River Valley, I can assure you that there 
will be considerable opposition to the routing of a 500KV line anywhere 
near residences. I do feel, however, that a route at least 2-3 miles east of 
the river may well be acceptable. If the San Pedro route is chosen over 
routes much further to the east, I urge you to consider a route from the 
Winchester substation northwest that stays as far from existing homes as 
possible. 

254 

In addition, the San Pedro River valley option would destroy one of the 
last remaining waterways in the state and disturb the existing uses of 
agriculture and wildlife conservation there. These wildlife corridors have 
been documented by the Arizona Game and Fish Commission and 
others. Much of the proposed "preferred route" in this area has never had 
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an infrastructure corridor, and much of it has never even had a dirt road. 
Running these power lines and the associated service road through the 
proposed regions is not necessary and is contrary to the conservation 
aspect of the Renewable Energy Standards. It sends the wrong corporate 
and governmental message to invade our dwindling wilderness areas 
with major infrastructure projects, while claiming to pursue "green" 
goals, particularly, when alternative routes are available.  

315 
Saguaro Oracle San Manuel route – I want to state my objection to this 
route. It will soon be in the midst of populated areas. 

317 

I am against the proposed route of the 500 kilovolt (kV) high-capacity 
transmission lines through the San Pedro river valley. I feel there will be 
a significant environmental impact to the valley on a number of levels if 
the lines are routed through it. I would first like to comment on the 
depiction of the valley as a "low" area of concern by the Biological 
Resources and Cultural and Paleontological Opportunities and 
Constraints posters. Although there may be fewer cultural opportunities 
and concerns in the valley as compared to other sites in Arizona, there 
are certainly more paleontological opportunities in the San Pedro Valley 
than along other proposed routes for the transmission lines. 
The San Pedro Valley and Aravaipa Canyon are unique to the Tucson 
area affording residents and visitors the unique opportunity to see a 
natural free flowing river. The environment is a valuable riparian area 
and a migratory route for a number of bird species. The environmental 
impact of the lines would be substantial. The valley is also home to a 
number of mammalian species including coyotes, deer, javelina, bobcats, 
and mountain lions. These animals regularly travel from the foothills to 
the San Pedro River for food and water throughout the year. Placement 
of the power lines in tandem and creating new access roads will certainly 
have a negative impact on their natural habitat. 
The addition of new access roads will alter the natural run off patterns of 
the large volumes of rain water the land receives during the monsoon 
season that could result in unintended flooding. The roads may also 
change the natural pattern of wild fires by acting as firebreaks, allowing 
increase growth of highly combustible vegetation that could result in 
more severe wild fires at a later time.  

317 

We have a family cemetery that sites on a small bluff overlooking the 
valley's bottom land and the river. At least five generations are buried in 
the cemetery. When visiting a unique peace and calm is provided to the 
soul by the view of the surrounding country, the river, the clear blue sky 
with raptors circling overhead. That type of view is afforded to all 
residents and visitors to the valley. Placing the power lines in the valley 
will destroy that view and our environment. 
There are no foreseeable economic benefits to the valley and its 
residents. The sole economic benefit is to the transmission company. 

318 

The placement of these high towers holding the power lines will cause 
irreparable damage to the environment. With the large equipment, 
number of people trampling the land, and amount of earth moving 
required to set up the towers the San Pedro will be ruined forever. In the 
past the citizens have made known their desire to save the San Pedro. 

320 

We are strongly opposed to the placement of any additional transmission 
lines in the San Pedro Valley. From our house we have a great view of 
the current transmission line. It is a visual blight in an otherwise pristine 
area. Two more lines would be horrible. The entire valley is covered with 
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untouched archaeological ruins from over 800 years ago. We wish to 
state our strong opposition to any further destruction of this very 
beautiful and unique area. 

326 

I am a landowner in the Cascabel region of the San Pedro River Valley, 
and a board member of the Cascabel Working Group. An alternative 
route for the proposed SunZia transmission lines runs through our valley. 
I support alternative energy sources which these lines purport to carry, 
primarily for their reduced environmental impact. But it would be 
counter that concern to negatively impact one of the most 
environmentally critical areas in the southwest. 
Contrary to your poster of the Biological Resources and Cultural and 
Paleontological Opportunities and Constraints on display at the scoping 
sessions, the San Pedro Valley is not a "low" area of concern. The 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), The Bureau of Reclamation, The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC), Pima County, Center for Desert 
Archaeology and others have invested heavily here because they 
recognize it as an area of critical environmental and cultural concern. 
And it is not just the main stem San Pedro River; scientists have become 
more cognizant of how ecosystems work together, and how 
fragmentation depletes their sustainability. 
Roads will invite trespass by off road vehicles. Controlled burns for 
grassland enhancement performed by BLM and TNC in the area will be 
compromised. The clearing required beneath the transmission line rows 
will further impact native flora and fauna. 
I wish to make clear that this is not a NIMBY concern. IA group of 
neighbors, of which I am a part, recently donated some 1700 acres of 
conservation easements to TNC, through which the proposed SunZia 
route map passes. Locals are educated about the specialness of this area, 
and are willing to give of their time and resources to protect it. 

330 

I have lived in Cascabel, 25 miles north of Benson, in the Lower San 
Pedro River Valley for the past 40 years. I have come to appreciate and 
begin to understand the ecologic values here along this reach of the river 
and its tributaries; in fact, for the entire watershed. It is one of the few 
remaining intact natural systems in the Southwest. Because of the 
relatively pristine conditions here, the valley supports endangered 
species and the highest density of neo-tropical migratory birds in the 
West. The topography supports the convergence of several ecoregions 
which in turn provide habitat for an amazing diversity of resident species 
of mammals, birds, fish, amphibians, and reptiles. 
In addition to a conservation ethic shown by the rural residents, many 
governmental agencies and private organizations have invested 
substantial amounts of time and money to help protect the ecosystem 
here.  
Power line construction and long-term maintenance necessitates access 
roads that will lead to soil erosion, invasive plant species, water quality 
degradation/non-point pollution, and off-road vehicle misuse that will 
further these problems. The need to protect the infrastructure by 
suppressing wildfire or preventing proscribed burns will hamper 
vegetation management tools that are useful to improve upland 
watershed conditions. 
Lines that intersect riparian areas will require removal (fuels mitigation 
of tall vegetation) of the very trees that provide habitat for endangered 
species, bank and floodplain stabilization for soil and water quality, and 
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the valued global ecoservices of transpiration and carbon exchange. 
It is time to match the implementation of renewable energy sources with 
transmission infrastructure that does not degrade the very environment it 
purports to enhance. 

334 

A new power line through the middle San Pedro Valley would be an 
environmental, ecological, and archaeological crime of stunning 
proportions! The Nature Conservancy spent literally millions of dollars 
to buy lands here to protect what it describes as "one of the world's last 
great places." the BLM has spent millions of dollars to buy preservation 
lands here as well. At particular hazard are wildlife corridors reaching 
from the Galiuro Mtns to the Catalina Mtns via canyons crossing the San 
Pedro River as well as numerous archaeological sites (including a village 
visited by Padre Kino), endangered species and riparian bird habitat 
together with desert bird species, particularly raptors. Please remove the 
San Pedro and Aravaipa/Galiuro from any further consideration as 
potential routes. 

339 

Although we think using and producing renewable energy is a good 
thing, we are very much opposed to running power lines through pristine 
environmental areas and through non-renewable cultural sites. The San 
Pedro River Valley is a very special place that has unique and well 
preserved cultural sites, is an important migration route for birds and is a 
wildlife corridor. 

362 

It was recently determined that the San Pedro Valley was an extremely 
sensitive and rare ecosystem and that building an I-10 bypass route 
would upset the balance of nature. This destruction of such a fragile 
environment to build an unsightly power line in this pristine area is 
unthinkable!! 

381 

The San Pedro River Valley is one of the lynch pins of North American 
biodiversity. The stated desire of the SunZia Transmission Project to 
avoid negative environmental effects should immediately eliminate the 
San Pedro and Aravaipa Canyon from consideration. 

385 

I live in the San Pedro River Valley. I have read about the SunZia 
Transmission project and I am opposed to the idea. Not only for the fact 
that it will add a different view of our landscape, but also the impact it 
will have on the environment. Putting in new roads will destroy natural 
habitat and make it easier for trespassing. 

387 

There are more intrusions on public land that don't reflect the true cost of 
a project of this size. The area here in the San Pedro River Valley should 
be of particular importance in protecting the Sky Island migratory routes. 

409 

I do not want the San Pedro River Area disturbed by transmission lines. 
This area is an important corridor for wildlife. These long transmission 
lines should not be placed in wildlife areas that we need to preserve for 
the safety of animals, plants, ecoenvironment for the future.  

410 

We moved here a year ago from Utah to enjoy the beauty of the Sonora 
desert. We believe the transmission poles and wires would distract the 
beauty of the Redington Conservation area. 

412 

It is our opinion that the power lines should run along existing roads and 
highways. Stay clear of the San Pedro Valley and the beautiful Galiuros. 
If we keep using the natural areas we will soon look like NYC. There 
will be nothing natural left for wildlife or for those who love wildlife and 
nature. Why is the San Pedro Valley always targeted every time 
something new pops into someone's mind? There should be some area 
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left in its natural state. 

413 

I live on the San Pedro River Valley. My husband and I along with our 
neighbors have placed over 200 acres of riparian land into permanent 
conservation. We have done this to protect and preserve one of the last 
remaining wilderness areas in the southwest. The San Pedro River is an 
important migratory path for over 4 million birds a year. We are 
concerned about the impact that this new transmission project will have 
on both the bird migration – but also all the wildlife and our pristine 
wilderness area. Unless you plan to run these new lines along the 
existing power grid and use the existing roadways to access this grid – I 
am opposed to this transmission project. 

417 

I would fight (with legal means) to prevent electric lines along the San 
Pedro River itself. So far I know of no reason not to use the electric lines 
already in place on the Cascabel Road (put in and maintained by 
SSVEC) to distribute electric power to this areas, whatever the source of 
that electricity. 
I am a strong supporter of solar – and wind – generated electric power, 
particularly as part of a package of electricity, sources, as I have seen in 
Germany. Too bad the proposed project is under the auspices of an out of 
state for profit corporation. We need to preserve public utilities. 

418 

I own a private air strip in the San Pedro Valley near milepost 22 on the 
Cascabel Road. It is currently operated as a private airport, but it has a 
special use permit issued by Cochise County that would allow air park or 
commercial air operations. (The permit was originally obtained for an air 
park development; the airport was public until 2003.) Construction of 
high-capacity power transmission lines, especially within 3-4 miles of 
the Cascabel Road, would seriously endanger air traffic in and out of the 
air strip, and would substantially lower the value of my property and the 
special use permit associated with it. 

424 

We are against these 2 proposed power line routes thru our scenic 
pristine San Pedro River Valley Watershed for the following primary 
reasons: 
*scarring of the landscape with roads and the visual impact of 2 ugly 
powering stretching across our pristine landscape 
*granting legal access now across the land will open the door for more 
future power lines running parallel to these 2 proposed lines. 

425 

The San Pedro Valley is the only major flyway for migrating birds in the 
west because of the damage to other river systems. The valley must be 
preserved as a biological gem. Service roads will bring all manner of 
vehicles deep into the last wild territories. Stay out of the San Pedro 
Valley. 

429 

I live in the San Pedro Valley off of Gamex Road. The existing power 
line cross my land and are visually not very pretty but to erect 160' tall 
towers? These would be visually obscene and totally destroy the value of 
my property not to mention destroy the natural beauty of an almost 
pristine area of land. Also I'm not pleased with health hazards I've heard 
about – and ROWs 1,000' wide that would eat up a huge amount of 
property (the lower portion of my land) if in fact it follows existing 
carrier lines (wood poles) 

458 

I write to object to the routes that SunZia proposes that would place 
high-capacity transmission lines through the Middle San Pedro Valley 
(north of Benson, AZ and south of San Manuel, AZ,). The San Pedro 
valley is a national (indeed international) treasure of both natural and 
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cultural value. The Nature Conservancy, the BLM and other 
conservation groups have spent literally millions of dollars trying to 
protect the valley. Of primary importance are the migration and wildlife 
corridors, both up and down the San Pedro Valley (linking Mexico with 
more Northern areas) and across the valley at many points (linking the 
"sky islands" of the Galiuro Mountains Wilderness Area and the 
Winchesters to the National Forests in the Santa Catalina Mountains and 
the National Park in the Rincons). 
The much smaller power lines that are already in the valley create 
significant erosion and have damaged many archeological sites. The 
local community and other people who care about the valley fought very 
hard to defeat a proposal for a four-lane interstate by-pass last year. We 
did not succeed in that fight just to lose the valuable ecological and 
cultural values to another project. While you will find many in the San 
Pedro valley who support the greater use of renewable energy, you will 
find that most people support placing the infrastructure for that energy 
transmission in more developed, already spoiled areas. 

460 

The currently proposed alternative route through the San Pedro River 
valley is a very poor and destructive choice for the SunZia transmission 
lines. The San Pedro River valley contains extremely important wildlife 
corridors; a multitude of irreplaceable species would be severely 
impacted and even made extinct. The enormous cultural, historical and 
archaeological value of the valley would be destroyed. Many people 
living in this area would lose their homes, their land and their livelihood. 
The towers would be ugly and visually disruptive, ruining the beautiful 
sky and mountain views. The land would be crisscrossed with road and 
side roads to access the towers for repair; these roads would invite 
vehicular traffic including ATVs, and would create soil erosion, air 
pollution, noise pollution and general destruction of the peace of the 
people and animals in the San Pedro River valley. Don't do it here! 

461 

Arizona Congressman Raul Grijalva and Congresswoman Gabrielle 
Giffords are totally committed to solar power development in Arizona 
and have been instrumental in bringing this industry to our state. Two 
large scale solar energy developments are planned for LaPaz, Yavapai 
and Maricopa counties. Solar power development will bring new 
industries and new jobs to Arizona. Consequently, Arizona importing 
solar energy from New Mexico is a ridiculous idea and could jeopardize 
the success of these solar energy generating plants in Arizona. We are 
opposed to SunZia constructing transmission lines through the San Pedro 
River Valley. If the United States commitment to solar development is to 
be carried out in a responsible way, then the San Pedro River Valley is 
NOT, we repeat, NOT the route to be chosen for the construction of the 
transmission lines. 

464 

The government and I have made considerable investments to see the 
area remains undisturbed. Many adjacent neighbors also hold 
conservation easements. I am a natural history cinematographer. I have 
filmed wildlife there for National Geographic TV, Discovery Channel, 
BBC and others. I am presently working on a film in this area. I like 
green energy, however, I am vehemently opposed to any transmission 
project near the Cascabel area. We have sacrificed a lot to keep it 
pristine. It would have detrimental effects on our ecotourism, as well. 

494 
We live and operate a museum-movie set on the Cascabel Road just past 
mile marker 7. One of our best features is an almost totally free of 
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obstruction view. We already have power poles to the north of us that 
can be clearly seen. To have them east of us would surely impact our 
business in a very negative way. Our eastern view of the mountain is by 
far our best selling point to film makers and to our tourists. Please, we 
are not a high dollar business only a small mom-pop type. Having poles 
to our area would possibly close us down. 

501 

I support the proposed route for this power transmission line. The 
alternative routes that go west through Willcox and North through the 
San Pedro River Valley cross a considerable amount of private and 
impact many rural residents. The proposed route seems to be mostly 
located on State or Federal lands which negatively impact far fewer 
people and should make it easier to acquire easements. 

502 

Arizona has three solar energy developments planned. We do not need to 
import solar energy from New Mexico. Transmission lines through the 
beautiful San Pedro River valley endangers the wildlife habitats and 
corridors, our water quality, archeological sites, and natural resources. 
Transmission lines should be constructed in existing transportation 
corridors for financial and ecological reasons. 

503 

The recently proposed construction by SunZia of electrical transmission 
lines through the San Pedro River Valley north of Benson and Pomerene 
has prompted this letter of opposition. My wife and I have lived in this 
area since 1973. We feel it is not unreasonable to expect the following 
effects of this project: 1) soil erosion from heavy equipment used to 
construct the towers and service roads. 2)changes in the water shed 
resulting in degradation of water quality 3) harm to endangered plant and 
animal species 4) destruction of as yet, unknown archaeological sites in a 
valley rich with them 5) possible changes in the flight corridor for birds 
that have followed this route long before man was in the valley 6) the 
negative visual effects to this beautiful San Pedro River Valley. 

602 

I am the fifth generation in my family to farm and ranch on this property 
which has less structures today than it had 100 years ago. We pride 
ourselves and our heritage on that fact and our stewardship of the land 
along the San Pedro River. 
At this time we are adamantly against this project going through the San 
Pedro River Valley, specifically our property. 

613 
The Middle San Pedro River Valley and its adjacent wild areas is one of 
the largest intact landscapes in the continental United States.  

759 

We are unable to offer our support for this project at this time. The line 
construction will require that new roads be built and right of ways 
cleared. This will lead to problems arising from off road vehicle use, and 
increased soil erosion within the watershed [through the Lower San 
Pedro River Valley.] 

Redington 
NRCD 

848 

Proposed alignments traverse the Safford Basin, Sulphur Springs Valley, 
Aravaipa Valley and lower San Pedro Valley, which contain prehistoric 
and historic cultural landscapes spanning 12,000 years of human history, 
as well as Native American traditional cultural properties that are still 
used for ceremonies and rituals. Of particular concern is the lower San 
Pedro River Valley. This area is widely recognized for the significance 
of its intact cultural and natural landscape; the scale of regional 
preservation provides an opportunity to interpret individual cultural 
resources as part of a broad cultural and economic landscape rather than 
as isolated phenomena. In addition, the great time depth allows us to 
study changes in this human landscape over the full time span during NTHP/CDA 
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which people have inhabited the New World. Such opportunities are no 
longer available in many Arizona valleys (e.g., Phoenix, Tucson, 
Safford) where agricultural and, subsequently, urban development 
destroyed much of the archaeological record before it could be 
adequately documented. Currently, this largely unfragmented landscape 
contains no major linear facility, so the potential physical and visual 
impacts of the introduction of transmission lines of this size cannot be 
overstated.  

851 

In Arizona, we continue to have strong concerns about routes across the 
Galiuro Mountains and Aravaipa watershed or lengthwise along the 
Lower San Pedro River Valley due to the important ecological values of 
these areas and potential impacts to extensive conservation land 
holdings. TNC 

CODE 031.03 Galiuro Wilderness (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

33 

We strongly suggest consideration of additional routes to connect the 
Winchester and Tortolita substations while avoiding the Galiuro 
Mountains and north-south alignments in the Lower San Pedro River 
Valley. First, we are concerned about the construction and maintenance 
of access roads along the transmission line corridor. Access roads 
fragment the habitat for wildlife and frequently become open routes for 
recreational off-road vehicle drivers, from which they can venture away 
into unroaded landscapes. That prospect is particularly troubling for any 
route that crosses the Galiuro Mountains, a region where wildlife and the 
human experience of wilderness have benefitted from the almost total 
lack of through roads. Our experience with land management has shown 
that putting fences and gates across utility access roads is ineffective – 
replacing locks and rebuilding gates have become frequent events for our 
preserve managers. The proposed route, crossing the Galiuros near their 
north end, would thus have an unintended effect of significantly 
increasing off-road travel near and through our Aravaipa Canyon 
Preserve. The ADOT/AGFD Wildlife Linkages Assessment identifies the 
portion of the valley between the Catalina/Rincon Mountains and the 
Galiuro Mountains as a potential linkage zone and the river corridor as a 
riparian habitat/linkage zone.  TNC 

33 

We have identified several issues that are specific to the proposed route. 
As shown, it crosses the Galiuro Mountains in an undeveloped area near 
our Aravaipa Canyon Preserve and the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness. 
Just south of that route is National Forest land and the Galiuro 
Wilderness. We have worked with the BLM and Forest Service to 
establish both the physical and institutional conditions that would allow 
natural fires to run their course in that region. That is critical to its 
ecological health, both for the upland vegetation communities and the 
riparian and aquatic systems that are affected by watershed condition. 
We are concerned that a transmission corridor would require fire 
suppression to prevent damage to towers and lines. While we generally 
support colocating utility corridors, that route across the southern Galiuro 
Mountains has long been problematic as a source of erosion, 
unauthorized off-road vehicle traffic, and invasive plant dispersal. 
Because of the rugged terrain and close proximity to riparian and aquatic 
habitats, using this part of the corridor should be avoided. TNC 

90 

The Department opposes any route that follows the San Pedro River 
Valley and the FourMile Creek area between the Galiuro and Aravaipa 
Wildernesses which is currently undeveloped. The Department has AZGFD 
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identified an important wildlife corridor between the Galiuros and 
Aravaipa to connect bighorn sheep habitat in that area. 
If the Aravaipa/Galiuros route is chosen, the line should be installed 
without creating any new roads. Even without roads, the transmission 
line will impact this pristine, unfragmented habitat. If fragmentation 
occurs, the Department will need to identify wildlife corridors in this 
area to maintain connectivity between Aravaipa and the Galiuros. 
 In fact, the lands between the AEMP and the Coronado National Forest 
(Galiuro Mountains) were designated for BLM acquisition due to their 
high resource values. This area is on the edge of desert bighorn sheep 
habitat and is excellent mule deer, whitetail, and javelina habitat. 

237 

Although we appreciate and favor the concept of "green power," we feel 
that the idea of routing transmission lines through environmentally 
sensitive areas will negate part of the value of green power. There are not 
that many natural, undeveloped areas remaining. Official wilderness 
areas are important and we are thankful they have been set aside to 
remain undeveloped but due to rugged terrain it is difficult for older and 
handicapped people to access. Adjoining areas are also pristine and 
should be preserved for human use and wildlife corridors as well. We 
feel that it would be a mistake to bring this project through the Galiuro 
and Aravaipa Valley areas as well as a health hazard to residents who 
love this area dearly. 

254 

Objection to the Route Through the Aravaipa Wilderness Region and 
Adjacent Pristine Areas. It is unacceptable to route this project through 
the Aravaipa region wilderness areas, which include the wildlife 
connections associated with the Aravaipa, Santa Teresa, and Galiuro 
Wilderness areas, as well as the connections to the Graham Mountains. 
In addition, the San Pedro River valley option would destroy one of the 
last remaining waterways in the state and disturb the existing uses of 
agriculture and wildlife conservation there. These wildlife corridors have 
been documented by the Arizona Game and Fish Commission and 
others. Much of the proposed "preferred route" in this area has never had 
an infrastructure corridor, and much of it has never even had a dirt road. 
There are alternative routes that already have the impact of roads and 
infrastructure, such as the alignment of U.S. Highway 60 or Interstate 
Highway 10. Running these power lines and the associated service road 
through the proposed regions is not necessary and is contrary to the 
conservation aspect of the Renewable Energy Standards. 

334 

At particular hazard are wildlife corridors reaching from the Galiuro 
Mtns to the Catalina Mtns via canyons crossing the San Pedro River as 
well as numerous archaeological sites (including a village visited by 
Padre Kino), endangered species and riparian bird habitat together with 
desert bird species, particularly raptors. Please remove the San Pedro and 
Aravaipa/Galiuro from any further consideration as potential routes.  

371 

The Galiuro Mountains and the San Pedro river valley are a beautiful 
wilderness. Why tear through them with transmission lines from NM to 
AZ? 

399 

I moved into this area 34 years ago. Because it is a pristine, beautiful 
wilderness area. Your proposed route would destroy all of this. To do 
this route, it would have to go over the Galiuro Mountains which would 
be a great task. To go up the San Pedro route is easy. No mountains. 
Straight shot up a well developed area already. 

410 It is our opinion that the power lines should run along existing roads and 
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highways. Stay clear of the San Pedro Valley and the beautiful Galiuros. 

453 

The San Pedro River valley is worthy of protection and I would rue the 
day transmission lines cross the Galiuro Mountains, while the I-10s of 
the world, bearing the weight of these necessities, would be no worse for 
the wear. 

482 

Well, I just wanted to say that I oppose the route that they want to take 
through the Galiuro Mountains. That's all pristine country. There is no 
access through there as it is now. And there is no reason to open that 
country up. 

CODE 031.04 Sunset Mountain (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

41 

The proposed route happens to go through the Sunset area (most likely 
not right through Brother Branham's campsite, but possibly close to the 
area). The towers for these lines would be 125 to 175 feet in height with 
a distance between the towers of 800 to 2,000 feet, the typical distance 
being 1300 to 1500 feet. Two types of roads would be required, 
temporary construction access roads and a permanent service road. There 
are alternate routes that can be chosen, that already have existing access 
roads and such that pass through land more developed. However, the 
engineers say that the Aravaipa-Klondyke route (going through Sunset) 
is the shortest and least expensive, by how much we're not sure. 
Ranchers Richard and Karen Holcomb who have always been so kind to 
allow believers from all over the world to pass through their private 
ranch property in order to get to Bro. Branham's campsite, are very much 
against this idea along with other ranchers in the area and are asking for 
our help in fighting this as there are not enough of them to make much of 
a difference. 

61 

In addition to the ranchers and other who live there, there are numerous 
hikers, visitors, campers, and hunters that frequent this area throughout 
the year which would be adversely affected. The rugged beauty and 
tranquility of this area would be forever marred by these lines and 
service roads. Having visited this area and Sunset peak, etc on many 
occasions I was dismayed to find out [about the project proposal.] I 
greatly treasure this area and object to your idea. Please reconsider and 
look for alternative routes or use existing transmission routes. 

75 

Me and my family are very concern about this High Tension Wires going 
thru Sunset MT. We believe that God sent a Prophet to speak to his 
children, his name is William Marrion Branham and in 1963 seven 
angels came down from heaven and talk to him in this Sunset MT. This 
Mountain really is a Blessing to all of us, if you could find another way 
of doing this important project without going thru Sunset would be 
greatly appreciated.  

118 

I am writing this letter to request that the proposed route through the 
Sunset Mountain area be reconsidered for a route that already has an 
existing infrastructure corridor with access roads in place. This is a very 
special place which God has revealed Himself to His Prophet and many 
others. This is a pristine wilderness which should be left alone.  

166 
I am very upset about the desecration that will take place if wiring is put 
through Sunset Mtn. 

225 

I would hope that you would re-consider where you would place these 
power line towers and allow Sunset Mountain area to remain as a natural 
wilderness where people can enjoy the creation as it has been for 
hundreds of years. 
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258 

In regards to the Sunset Mountain area that is being considered for the 
installation of the power lines. This area has been practically undisturbed 
for many years. It was the special camping site of a very influential 
minister named William Branham back in the 50s and 60s. To me and 
my church and many other churches around the world, we have gone 
there periodically over the past 40 years to pray and seek a closer walk 
with God. It is a very special place. A very, very special place. And one 
reason why it has remained so special is that it has remained undisturbed. 

285 

Hopefully this little note will just make this company rethink its values 
not only for the people who hold this certain place [Sunset Mountain] 
dear to their hearts, but also for the beautiful nature that is there. We can 
make electricity but we cannot recreate such pristine wilderness. 

289 

There is a canyon there, near Sunset Mountain, which holds a very 
special history to my faith. In it runs in a picturesque wash, surrounded 
by beautiful walls of stone and filled with an assortment of wildlife that 
is hard to find all in one place. Nearby there is a natural mountain spring, 
which holds cool refreshing water and turns the area around it into a 
fresh almost tropical oasis. I cannot begin to describe it in words, and do 
justice to the magnificence and peace, that blessed little valley holds for 
thousands of believers. The serenity so many find there would be 
irrevocably marred by the metallic monoliths you plan to erect. I cannot 
stress enough how important it is to me, and tens of thousands of others, 
that the plans to cut through pristine wilderness in lieu of developed 
lands not be realized. Nature is not something we can just replace after 
we have dug up, over-developed, and destroyed it so thoroughly. There 
has to be a better way than trampling through the habitats of countless 
numbers of animals and plant life. Balance is needed, and thousands of 
pounds of steel framing and wires in the middle of such a beautiful place, 
do not speak of balance. 

295 

Many special things have happened up at this mountain and we make 
many trips there to pray, rejoice in the Lord, and learn of all the things 
that were experienced there many years ago. Every year, a group of 
Brothers from church go up there to camp and fellowship. Many people 
come from all over the world to learn of the supernatural experiences that 
have happened there. It has always been a very sacred place for the 
believers of Jesus Christ. Please take this into consideration when 
making plans to put the wires or bypass there.  

364 

Please reroute power lines and/or roads away from the beautiful 
wilderness area around Sunset Mt. Many people around the world would 
greatly appreciate it. 

CODE 031.05 Sulphur Springs Valley (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

90 

The last couple of alternative routes pass through Sulphur Springs Valley 
which supports a variety of wildlife such as pronghorn, Ornate box 
turtles, and Sandhill cranes. Any new roads, as well as the power line 
would have impacts on those species, especially Sandhill cranes which 
use fields in the valley and are known to collide with power lines. 
Further north in the Aravaipa Valley, the power line would create new 
roads through quality mule deer and javelina habitat. AZGFD 

113 

The alternate route through the Sulphur Springs Valley on the south side 
of the Pinaleno Mountains also negatively affects visual and land and 
recreation resources for visitors to the Coronado National Forest. Large 
electric transmission lines scar our lands remaining for generations past 
ours. We would all be better served by visually preserving our national 
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Forests and Wilderness Areas viewed from within and afar. 

337 

I am opposed to these lines and towers running thru the canyon or 
Sulphur Springs Valley as an alternate route. It would be an eyesore and 
would disrupt the beauty and quietness of the area. It also poses some 
very real health risks. It is my understanding that there are other 
transmission lines in place elsewhere; use this land and it's right of ways 
instead.  

598 

While many of the prehistoric sites located in the foothills of the 
Pinalenos and along the Gila and San Simon Rivers have been seriously 
vandalized, they still retain evidence that is vital for understanding the 
migrations of ancestral Puebloan people into southern Arizona. Potential 
impacts to these sources of indispensable information require careful 
consideration. The route is proposed to run directly between two (Mount 
Turnbull/Santa Teresa Mountains and Mount Graham/Pinaleno 
Mountains) of the four mountains that are sacred to members of both the 
San Carlos and White Mountain Apache Tribes. In addition, modern-day 
Akimel O'odham, Tohono O'odham, Hopi and Zuni peoples consider 
themselves descendants of the Hohokam and Ancestral Puebloan peoples 
who inhabited the lower San Pedro, Pinaleno foothills and Safford Basin.  

Center for 
Desert 
Archaeology 

848 

Proposed alignments traverse the Safford Basin, Sulphur Springs Valley, 
Aravaipa Valley and lower San Pedro Valley, which contain prehistoric 
and historic cultural landscapes spanning 12,000 years of human history, 
as well as Native American traditional cultural properties that are still 
used for ceremonies and rituals. Of particular concern is the lower San 
Pedro River Valley. This area is widely recognized for the significance 
of its intact cultural and natural landscape; the scale of regional 
preservation provides an opportunity to interpret individual cultural 
resources as part of a broad cultural and economic landscape rather than 
as isolated phenomena. In addition, the great time depth allows us to 
study changes in this human landscape over the full time span during 
which people have inhabited the New World. Such opportunities are no 
longer available in many Arizona valleys (e.g., Phoenix, Tucson, 
Safford) where agricultural and, subsequently, urban development 
destroyed much of the archaeological record before it could be 
adequately documented. Currently, this largely unfragmented landscape 
contains no major linear facility, so the potential physical and visual 
impacts of the introduction of transmission lines of this size cannot be 
overstated.  NTHP/CDA 

CODE 031.06 Aravaipa/Klondyke (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

1 

So the proposed route just skirts this area to the south and an alternative 
route would then run the lines through the Aravaipa Valley, which is just 
southeast of the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area. As beautiful as the 
protected area, this is a pristine valley; home to natural peace, rare 
serenity and unspoiled views. Transmission lines and their 
accompanying maintenance road would irreversibly change this valley's 
environmental stability. The currently spectacular views would no longer 
be unmarred – strung with high-voltage wires and towers reaching 
between 150 and 200 feet into the once uncharged air. Hunters, whose 
number already seem too high for nature to support in this valley, would 
use the maintenance roads to gain access to the presently threatened and 
dwindling wildlife population (long time valley residents report regularly 
seeing herds of up to one hundred deer at a time, years ago. With 1,000 
hunting permits issued for the valley annually, it is now a rare treat to see 
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deer at all. The absence of Gambel's Quails quantities has vastly 
increased insect population). Recreational quads and 4x4 vehicle's tires 
would tear at the silty, powdery-sand terrain; their tires would foster 
erosion and carve trails that would permanently scar the land, and 
forevermore serve to invite more off-roaders to use the area. Unleashing 
increased human traffic would result in discarded trash and debris, 
adding to the power-line visual pollution and off-roader noise pollution. 
Routing high-voltage lines and their towers through the Aravaipa Valley 
should considered and environmental crime, especially since there is a 
viable existing alternative solution. My opinion is that it may save 
investor money on the initial price tag, but the ultimate cost will be 
irreversible damage that will last long beyond the life expectancy of the 
parties that would choose this route, the project itself, and the people that 
is would serve.  

3 

Please don't run the lines threw Klondyke in the Aravipa Valley area we 
will be able to see them from our land and part of the reason to go there 
is to get away from the city and all the stuff in the air I like not seeing all 
the wires everywhere.  

5 

My families roots go back to early 1920s here in the Aravaipa/Klondyke 
area, my grandparents Harold and Kirrilla Lackner purchased the 
Fourmile Ranch then and through all the sacrifices and hard work that 
comes with ranching and living and working the land have flourished 
here for four generations, and intend on the same lifestyle for years with 
visions for the future with great pride. Myself and my husband have 
purchased a ranch here in the area as well, we are sickened by the 
thought of the transmission line proposal, not only for the impact this 
would have on the breathtaking views, but the impact on the country 
with the access roads put in for the transmission line as well, this would 
open up all the this area to all sorts of people and trouble, something that 
this area is not used to dealing with. The main topic is that impact this 
would have on our ranch with two transmission lines and a 1,000 foot 
easement through our whole ranch for this transmission line, this would 
wipe out our private property, something we have worked hard to acquire 
and to maintain, it is devastating to me, it seems much more practical to 
go where there is access and easier routes instead of placing this in such 
UNTOUCHED pristine beauty, this area is one of the most beautiful 
untouched areas in this state, this transmission line would have a 
devastating effect on not only our ranch, but my parents, my cousins and 
all of our neighboring ranchers, and last but not least the health and 
safety issues, just how safe are these lines, we do not want them in our 
area to clutter up the beauty, we want to keep our Klondyke/Aravaipa 
area a show piece for the residents and for the new generations coming 
up in all of our families here in Klondyke/Aravaipa.  

7 

I am writing to you because my grandparents live a few miles south of 
Klondyke in the beautiful wilderness of the Aravaipa Valley. For me this 
is "my most favorite place in the whole world". I love this place so much 
because of its wonderful surroundings. I love that you can see for miles 
and miles and nothing is in the way. This valley is so indescribably 
beautiful that it makes you love it even more. I understand the need for 
the SunZia Project, but it still is a wilderness area even thought it isn't 
designated as such. I know there are other routes that can be used by 
SunZia that already have existing transmission lines through them. I 
would appreciate it if you would use an alternate route instead of cutting 
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through a "wilderness area". It has taken Mother Nature hundreds of 
thousands of years to create this beautiful valley, you shouldn't go and 
destroy it in a matter of months. There are very few wilderness areas left 
in Arizona without any large visible manmade structures. 

14 

This route cuts through more than 20 miles of the Aravaipa Canyon 
watershed, crosses Aravaipa Creek on the east side of the canyon, and 
bisects the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management to the north and Galiuro Wilderness in the Coronado 
National Forest to the south. Aravaipa Creek is a perennial creek in the 
Sonoran Desert that flows through the wilderness and the area in which 
the APOA members live. Aravaipa Creek is home to two federally 
threatened fish species, the spikedace and the loach minnow, and is the 
only waterway in Arizona still to have all of its native four other fishes 
(longfin dace, roundtail chub, desert sucker, and Sonoran sucker), three 
bird species (yellow-billed cuckoo, gray hawk, and black hawk), the 
desert tortoise, and the desert bighorn sheep. In other words, Aravaipa 
Canyon and it's watershed constitute a unique environment and an 
ecologically sensitive area. In fact, the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness has 
been called the "crown jewel" of the wilderness areas administered by 
the BLM. Protection of the special aspects of this environment is a very 
high priority for APOA and the proposed transmission line route would 
threaten the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness in a number of ways. (1) The 
proposed route would cross or closely parallel Aravaipa Creek on the 
east side of the wilderness and cross the Aravaipa Creek watershed for 
much of its length. This could greatly alter water flow in the watershed 
and the creek and destroy or alter habitat important to native species. (2) 
The proposed route would block the important wildlife corridor between 
the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness and the Galiuro Wilderness in the 
Coronado National Forest. This area is an essential wildlife corridor for 
many animals, such as desert bighorn sheep, black bears, mountain lions, 
and mule deer, and it connects these two ecologically pristine areas.  

15 

My family ranches and lives in the area that you are proposing to install 
the transmission lines between Arizona and New Mexico. In looking at 
your proposed maps, the substations that exist along the corridor that 
follows AZ 77 to San Manuel then towards Benson the I-10, including 
substations, Tortolita, Winchester, Willow and Lordsburg would avoid 
entering the fragile Avavaipa area.  

17 

The Aravaipa Valley is beautiful; a natural, pristine area that would only 
suffer from the installation of high-voltage power lines and an 
accompanying maintenance road. The southern alternative route would 
make more sense, as there are already power lines and towers and roads 
cut into the earth. New damage would be minimized.  

20 

Although I am very much in favor of Wind and Solar power, I do not 
want construction of such a massive transmission line though here. We 
do use some solar power on our property. I feel it would greatly impact 
the plants and animals along the proposed route and the Aravaipa Creek: 
all drainages there flow into the Aravaipa Creek. Opening up all this land 
would encourage all sort of destructive off road vehicular and human 
illegal traffic. 

22 

The project would greatly affect the unique wildlife as well as the 
lifestyles of humans living and visiting here. Aravaipa Creek is known to 
be one of the few permanently flowing streams in Arizona. Please do not 
interfere with the life and habitat in the Aravaipa Canyon and vicinity. It 
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is often referred to as the "jewel of the desert." 

33 

 The proposed route, crossing the Galiuros near their north end, would 
thus have an unintended effect of significantly increasing off-road travel 
near and through our Aravaipa Canyon Preserve. We also note that one 
of the biggest threats to the health of Aravaipa Creek and its native fish 
community is excessive sediment deposition. While the proposed route is 
some distance from the creek, erosion from power line construction in 
the watershed upstream of Aravaipa Canyon would likely cause 
additional sedimentation that degrades one of the most important native 
fish habitats in the Southwest. TNC 

36 

I oppose SunZia's proposed route for their transmission lines that will run 
through the Aravaipa Valley. This area should be avoided because it is a 
pristine environment. It is one of the few areas left in the State of 
Arizona that is still wild. At the moment there are few people and very 
little development. Because of this wildlife can move freely through their 
natural corridors and live undisturbed lives in their natural habitats. The 
construction of this transmission line would severely alter this 
environment. The new roads built alongside the lines would make easy 
access for many more people to invade this unique environment. There 
would be fewer and fewer places for the wildlife survive. The Aravaipa 
Valley also has severe flooding every few years. The entire valley floor 
is in danger in these floods. At some point in the future the proposed 
transmission line would be affected. The uplands are also damaged by 
the tremendous amount of runoff in this area. Bad erosion has been an 
ongoing problem for years. Throughout the Aravaipa Valley there are 
numerous archaeological sites. This line would certainly damage these 
delicate pieces of history. I ask the BLM and SunZia to please leave the 
Aravaipa Valley undisturbed and wild. 

37 

My concern with this Project's proposed route through the 
Aravaipa/Galiuro area is that it is detrimental to the environment as I will 
explain. 
The addition of roads will bring previously unfamiliar amounts of traffic 
to the area which will include numerous off-road vehicles. This would 
result in damage to the terrain as well as the harassment of wildlife and 
stock. As has been shown in the past, signs do not prevent people from 
this destructive damage. This increased influx translates into destroying 
the productive harmony of our future generations' enjoyment of nature 
and wildlife. 

43 

On behalf of the ranchers of the Klondyke-Aravaipa Canyon area and the 
countless others who love visiting this picturesque country, we ask that 
you would use an alternate route such as the Southern Route to run the 
proposed power lines and leave this natural habitat as it is! Roads and 
power lines can be built in a few years, but it takes many, many years to 
develop wilderness areas. So please don't destroy these areas, especially 
when there are other routes that could be chosen and will preserve 
something far more irreplaceable and valuable in years to come. 

45 

I was just informed of your proposition to erect transmission lines on a 
route that passes through the Aravaipa Canyon. For the sakes of the 
ranchers and residents who work and reside there and the numerous 
people who greatly enjoy visiting this area with its rugged south-western 
beauty, I ask that you would keep the proposed lines out of this area and 
consider the Southern Route or another route that is already developed 
with access roads and so forth. 
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Not only will the power lines be an eyesore to the natural surrounding 
landscape, but a health hazard to the ranchers who have to work around 
them as they take care for their stock and the land their stock depends on. 
Residents are also concerned that the lines will pass too closely to the 
homes that they have occupied for many, many years. I personally 
treasure and enjoy this wilderness get-away and am very much in 
objection to the idea of putting in power lines. This would be a 
devastating impact on this rural land we should be preserving. 

70 

My family owns some property around Klondike, AZ, and I am asking 
you to please not put the 500,000 volt cables through that area. It is such 
a beautiful place, we must try to keep the wilderness the way it is. If you 
absolutely must put the cables in, (as I know how money plays a part in 
things) you absolutely MUST put those cables underground and out of an 
area where they would influence the river or any other wilderness. 

71 

I strongly disagree with the idea of putting high-tension wires though the 
Aravaipa-Klondyke route. Why not the Southern Alternate Route or 
another route already developed?  

90 

One of the proposed alternatives appears to run just south of the 
Aravaipa Ecosystem Management Plan (AEMP) area. The AEMP did 
not anticipate any new transmission lines and did not assess the impacts 
associated with construction of a utility line. Neither the AEMP nor the 
BLM Safford District Resource Management Plan designated the 
proposed or alternative routes as utility corridors. In fact, the lands 
between the AEMP and the Coronado National Forest (Galiuro 
Mountains) were designated for BLM acquisition due to their high 
resource values. This area is on the edge of desert bighorn sheep habitat 
and is excellent mule deer, whitetail, and javelina habitat. AZGFD 

96 

Not all of us want to live our lives surrounded by ribbons of asphalt, 
stressed out by diesel exhaust emitting trucks grinding by our homes 
twenty four/seven, or even in the shadow of high tension power lines. 
This valley has been visited and treasured by people from all over the 
world for its remoteness and natural beauty. We feel that our choices to 
live quiet lives here are threatened because unidentified entities seem to 
find it feasible and economically attractive to turn the remaining pristine 
areas of Graham County into just one more place on the way to 
urbanization and exploitation. Highly visible projects that change the 
landscape from rural and natural to an appearance of engineered and 
developed are the crack in the door that lets in the proponents of even 
more objectionable projects. One of our primary concerns about the 
power transmission line proposal is that any right of way that is cleared 
under the lines may soon become trails for ATVs. We think the potential 
downsides of that possibility should be considered. A cleared right of 
way would probably be used by some people as a way to get into 
formerly inaccessible back country. From experience, some of us realize 
that kind of ATV traffic could translate into further damaged grasslands, 
increased erosion, and a likely accelerated decline of the deer and 
javelina populations as well as increased stress on other wildlife. 

110 

I have lived in Arizona from more than 30 years. One of the reasons that 
I choose to live in the Southwest was the access to Wilderness areas for 
hiking. If we allow ourselves to put power line through them they will no 
longer be the valuable resource that they are now. I am horrified that 
such a plan could be suggested through Aravaipa Canyon and other 
areas. 
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112 

Southern Arizona is constantly working to over-come the desecration of 
our cherished and pristine lands that have been designated to be 
preserved. Aravaipa Canyon is one such parcel of land. The community 
has thus far resisted putting a trucking route through the San Pedro 
Valley, which is home to the San Pedro River and extensive wild life. 
Aravaipa Canyon is at this location. The power lines you suggest would 
be obtrusive and out of character with our beautiful canyon/river 
landscape. Even more precarious is opening the door to those who would 
then want to add the truck route because the area is already 
commercialized. Please respect what we consider of great value in our 
community and find another path for your power lines.  

113 

The proposed route for the transmission lines through the Gila Valley 
and the Aravaipa Valley will negatively affect visual and land and 
recreation resources for the citizens of the Gila Valley and visitors to the 
Coronado National Forest and the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area.  

116 

This is a unique rural area with pristine wilderness. Please do not ruin 
this, destroy this area. There are very few undisturbed areas left to us 
Please do not trash it. Your Proposed route will destroy what is near and 
dear to many people This area is a treasure to many rural and urban 
people. Urban people need to get out in these undeveloped special places 
and we have paid dearly to get to live here. Don't destroy this. Your 
Aravaipa, Klondyke route will work hardships on the ranching families. 
This route would cut through the heart of our ranch and destroy a great 
deal of what we have worked so hard for and endanger our livelihood in 
a tuff economic time. There is a religious site that the lines will impact, 
This is a scared place and important to hundreds of people all over the 
world. The power lines could be a health hazard as we would have to 
work closely to the lines taking care of our stock and the land the stock 
depends on.  

134 

I live in Silver City New Mexico, and I first came to Arizona in 1973 and 
easily fell in love with the state and the fierce independence of its people. 
Since then I have enjoyed many days exploring this wondrous state, 
taking more than 20 trips into the Grand Canyon and many more in other 
parts of this beautiful part of the country. Arizona must meet the needs of 
it people but what I am asking is that you consider what is special about 
Arizona and find a way to preserve what makes Arizona such a great 
place to live and visit. I have taken about a dozen trips into the Aravaipa 
country and must say that it is one of those places that makes Arizona so 
special in my opinion.  

138 

We invested in acreage in Aravaipa Klondyke with hopes of a beautiful, 
peaceful retirement home. We are hoping that you will not put the two 
500,000 volt transmission lines anywhere NEAR the Klondyke/Aravaipa 
pristine wilderness area. PLEASE put it somewhere where the 
infrastructure already exists? 

139 

I live 3 miles south of the town of Klondyke in the Aravaipa Valley. The 
main reason we chose to buy property this property was because of the 
beautiful view of the Aravipa Valley. This valley is one of a very few left 
in Arizona undisturbed by paved roads and large transmission lines. If 
the transmission lines were to go through the heart of the valley it would 
destroy it would destroy it because the transmission lines can be seen for 
miles up and down the valley by us who live here and those who come to 
visit the wilderness.  

203 As very, very concerned citizens we are writing to you about the 
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abominable plan you have to rape and scrape your way through our 
pristine, untouched, riparian sanctuary area of Aravaipa Canyon. This is 
an area, although smaller by far, similar in value to the Grand Canyon. It 
is special, precious and fragile. This is no place for any type of power 
line project. There is a way already in existence that should be used for 
this purpose and that is along the I-10 corridor. This area is already 
disturbed by various human uses and adding in another use is the only 
thing that makes any sense at all. Actually we suspect the power you 
want to move west will be going to our big, fat, hungry, overusing state 
of California and they can just find their own clean power source, wind 
or whatever. 

204 

The proposed transmission line route would threaten the Aravaipa 
Canyon Wilderness in a number of ways. (1) The proposed route would 
cross or closely parallel Aravaipa Creek on the east side of the 
wilderness and cross the Aravaipa Creek watershed for much of its 
length. This could greatly alter water flow in the watershed and the creek 
and destroy or alter habitat important to native species. (2) The proposed 
route would block the important wildlife corridor between the Aravaipa 
Canyon Wilderness and the Galiuro Wilderness in the Coronado 
National Forest. This area is an essential wildlife corridor for many 
animals, such as desert bighorn sheep, black bears, mountain lions, and 
mule deer, and it connects these two ecologically pristine areas. Overall, 
approximately 50 miles of the proposed route would pass through or 
within one mile of areas determined to be environmentally sensitive, the 
largest number of miles in this category of all the transmission line 
routes, proposed or alternative. 

213 

This route will have an overwhelming effect and disruption to a pristine 
unique area. The proposed route will go thought the heart of our ranch. 
This will destroy our lively hood and our lives. We fear the impact from 
the size of the project but Also the impact of the huge easement and road. 
A road like that will increase human activity immensely. There will be 
an increase in traffic endangering our animals and children. The Hugh 
increase in human activity will bring an increase in vandalism and crime. 
This little special rural area is not set up to handle this. Please do not 
make this happen to us. We paid high dollar for this ranch Since we have 
worked our guts out to put this ranch together, It is our lively hood and 
our lives. Please don't destroy this by the stock of a pen.  

237 

Although we appreciate and favor the concept of "green power," we feel 
that the idea of routing transmission lines through environmentally 
sensitive areas will negate part of the value of green power. There are not 
that many natural, undeveloped areas remaining. Official wilderness 
areas are important and we are thankful they have been set aside to 
remain undeveloped but due to rugged terrain it is difficult for older and 
handicapped people to access. Adjoining areas are also pristine and 
should be preserved for human use and wildlife corridors as well. We 
feel that it would be a mistake to bring this project through the Galiuro 
and Aravaipa Valley areas as well as a health hazard to residents who 
love this area dearly. 

239 

My great grandfather was one of the earliest pioneers to settle in the 
beautiful Aravaipa Canyon around 1865. Until the late 1970s my family 
owned majority of the canyon from the west to the east end and the 
surrounding rim country totaling 32 sections of deeded land. We are the 
family who in fact sold the longest stretch of the Aravaipa to the 
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Defenders of Wildlife, which was one of the hardest decisions my family 
had to make in the 4 generations of ranchers that I represent. It would be 
a shame to place a blemish the magnitude of a 500 kilovolt transmission 
line on one of the few beautiful places left here in this part of the 
country. Surely, you must have a better alternative? Currently our 
families' down sized ranching operations, are headquartered near the 
Cottonwood Cedar Springs area and although I do not have specifics for 
your proposed placement of this line, I could only imagine that it will 
directly or indirectly affect our ranching operation or those of our 
neighbors.  

254 

Objection to the Route Through the Aravaipa Wilderness Region and 
Adjacent Pristine Areas: It is unacceptable to route this project through 
the Aravaipa region wilderness areas, which include the wildlife 
connections associated with the Aravaipa, Santa Teresa, and Galiuro 
Wilderness areas, as well as the connections to the Graham Mountains.  

255 

The Klondyke area is very remote and scenic. We do not want the line to 
go thru here as a better route and cheaper route would be down below the 
north of Benson. I am a journeyman electrical lineman for 23 years and a 
cattle rancher in this area. I have to study your routes better but I worked 
power lines for __ [illegible] out of Willcox, Benson, and feel the 
Klondyke Frye Mesa Safford route is the wrong way to go. I have a 
ranch in both areas and no one I have talked to wants it out there – we 
have Indian ruins and invasive plants that should not be disturbed.  

256 

My family resides along the planned route for this health hazard, and I 
hope to retire in this area. This canyon has long been valued for its 
wilderness area and natural appearance. The addition of a huge power 
line would be a great health hazard for all who live in its path, humans 
and wildlife. Also, in this small and long protected canyon the huge ugly 
towers would forever scar the peaceful, natural appearance of the 
wilderness area. Please do not ruin Klondyke and the surrounding areas 
for those who live and vacation there. 

257 

As a resident of Aravaipa Canyon, I am writing you to express my strong 
opposition to the transmission line route indicated as "Proposed" by the 
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project. This route cuts through more 
than 20 miles of the Aravaipa Canyon watershed, crosses Aravaipa 
Creek on the east side of the Canyon, and bisects the Aravaipa Canyon 
Wilderness administered by the Bureau of Land Management t o the 
north and Galiuro Wilderness in the Coronado National Forest to the 
south. Aravaipa Creek is a perennial creek in the Sonoran Desert that 
flows through the wilderness and the area in which the APOA members 
live. Aravaipa Creek is home to two federally threatened fish species, the 
spikedace and the loach minnow, and is t he only waterway in Arizona s 
till to have all of its native fish species. Other species of special concern 
in the creek and nearby are four other fishes (longfin dace, roundtail 
chub, desert sucker, and Sonoran sucker), three bird species (yellow-
billed cuckoo, gray hawk, and black hawk), the desert tortoise, and the 
desert bighorn sheep. In other words, Aravaipa Canyon and its watershed 
constitute a unique environment and an ecologically sensitive area. In 
fact, the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness has been called the "crown jewel" 
of the wilderness areas administrated by BLM. 

280 

We do not wish to see the march of quote modern advancements 
grinding their way across the beautiful and pristine land that provides 
abundant habitat for numerous wild life and birds, along with the ranch 
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animals that enjoy a healthy alternative to a feed lot existence on the 
open ranges out there.  

288 

I am writing to you on behalf of not only the residents of Aravaipa 
Canyon, but the many people that enjoy the rugged beauty of this remote 
area. I personally do not live there but have a sincere interest in keeping 
this unique area as natural as possible. My family has a ranch that will be 
directly impacted by the proposed power line route. My family and I 
have taken great pride bringing guests to this area of the United States 
that is truly one of the last great places of the old west. It is a true show 
piece of Arizona. 

324 

If going "green" means running power lines through 
pristine/natural/undisturbed Aravaipa Valley in SE Arizona – then the 
"Green Energy" is missing the point. That's not going "Green." Stick to 
the commercial routes. That's already in state and mess those up more. 
But to go and look at "clean" areas to mess up is a poor choice. I'm not 
against the policy of going "Green" but avoid the Aravaipa wilderness 
area. Please leave alone areas in Arizona that are still "natural" from 
development. Thank you for your consideration. 

329 

Just purchased property in Eureka Springs Ranch, I am very interested in 
the forward of renewable energy, however I do not want to look at power 
lines in an area I consider my retirement area. This area is one of the last 
pristine areas in AZ. Please consider an alternate route not through the 
Arivaipa Valley.  

331 

The proposed 500,000 volt transmission lines running through Aravaipa 
Canyon would put a permanent visual and physical "scar" in one of our 
few remaining wilderness areas. It's hard to imagine anybody could even 
think of destroying a wilderness area with the roads, towers and lines this 
project encompasses. 

343 

One of your selected so called sites for your proposed energy 
transmission lines through Aravaipa Valley will only rape the land of its 
beauty and its tranquility. Running the companies lines along the base of 
the Pindeno Mountain Range and just south of Aravaipa Canyon's 
wilderness area should not even be a consideration of routes. There is no 
reason to destroy the view and desert heading into this wilderness area 
with unsightly lines and wind turbines. The only logical proposal is to 
remain out of the Aravaipa Valley. 

348 

It is unacceptable to route this project through the Aravaipa region 
wilderness areas, which include the wildlife connections associated with 
the Aravaipa, Santa Teresa, and Galiuro Wilderness areas, as well as the 
connections to the Graham Mountains. These wildlife corridors have 
been documented by the Arizona Game and Fish Commission and 
others. Much of the proposed "preferred route" in this area has never had 
an infrastructure corridor, and much of it has never even had a dirt road. 
There are alternative routes that already have the impact of roads and 
infrastructure. Running these power lines and the associated service road 
through the Aravaipa region is not necessary and is contrary to the 
conservation aspect of the Renewable Energy Standards. It sends the 
wrong corporate and governmental message to invade our dwindling 
wilderness areas with major infrastructure projects, while claiming to 
pursue "green" goals, particularly when alternative routes are available. 

352 

We attended your meeting in Safford and we are totally opposed to 
power lines 1 1/2 miles from our ranch house. The poles tower 200 feet 
in the air. This is a pristine valley (Aravaipa Valley); to put your poles in 
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an area that only allows 50 visitors by application only seems 
counterproductive when you already have existing lines that could be 
used as an alternative. 500kV of power are twice what you get when you 
pass 250kV in Safford that ruin radio reception. Double that power field! 
We have health concerns. I struggle with cancer and don't need anything 
else to aggravate it. International studies included. Maintenance roads 
under the lines with ATVs and 4 wheelers will increase erosion, noise, 
litter and interfere with wildlife habitats/population. We love the silence, 
peace and pristine beauty that this whole line will ruin. Consider the 
alternative route that is already in place. 

359 

The area that is proposed is one of the few untouched pristine areas left 
in our great State of Arizona. The Aravaipa Valley is home to many 
animals because they live in a protested area set aside by the State. We 
do not need additional dirt roads cut into our Valley for joy riding of four 
wheelers. They tend not to care about the damage they do let alone the 
trash and noise they create. The proposed line would run approx. 2 miles 
from our Ranch House. We built in this area for peace and quiet and the 
raw beauty of nature. Not the ugliness of 200 ft. towers. Please give a 
great deal of thought to the placing of these lines and save $ by not 
having to purchase additional land. Use what you have to the fullest and 
leave the Aravaipa Valley in peace. 

377 

I am a homeowner in the Klondyke area. I am opposed to having the 
location of the transmission line running thru this area. The access roads 
leading to the towers will give ATV and other off-road vehicles access to 
private and wilderness areas in which they will abuse and vandalize. The 
ranchers in that area have a hard enough time trying to make a living 
with the drought, predators, fuel costs and mother nature. This will 
indeed add more hardships for the ranchers. I bought my property to get 
out of the city life and power lines. I plan on retiring in this area in a few 
years and would rather not have transmission lines ruining the beauty of 
the surrounding mountains and landscape. I strongly oppose the 
transmission lines running through Klondyke area or the surrounding 
areas. 

394 

The proposed route for the transmission lines through Gila Valley and 
the Aravaipa Valley will negatively affect visual and land and recreation 
resources for the citizens of the Gila Valley and visitors to the Coronado 
National Forest and the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area. 

403 

We are in the cattle ranching and hunting business here in Aravaipa 
canyon. We understand your line would be coming across our ranch. We 
are very much against this project. We moved to this area because of its 
remoteness. Cattle ranching and guiding are hard enough in this area we 
sure don't need any more human activity. Also having to look at this line 
would be bad enough. This could be very disruptive to our business, and 
our way of life. 

408 

The Aravaipa Valley is a pristine area and should stay like that for years 
to come. We don't want to see wind power which will spoil the view and 
destroy this valley. It's a big health concern living near high-power lines. 
The property value will drop because nobody wants to live next to power 
lines and have this view. The existing high-tension power line route 
should be used, so Aravaipa Valley and Klondike Road can be bypassed. 
The existing power has maintenance roads and environmental impact 
would be minimized. 

437 The proposed route through the Aravaipa Valley is totally unacceptable 
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for many reasons. The route was taken directly from the I-10 Bypass 
Corridor Study that was recently shelved in part because of public 
opposition to the route. The route requires significant engineering 
because of the rugged terrain and grades that must be negotiated to install 
roads, even if they are access roads. This makes the proposed route much 
more costly and more damaging to the environment. The route will 
create a corridor for future development, which has not had sufficient 
public discussion to determine if growth in that corridor is efficient or 
desired. 
The renewable energy aspect of the transmission line connection is 
laudable and makes economic sense in the long-term. However, it is not 
environmentally sensitive if it cuts a swath of bladed land and disturbed 
habitat in areas that were preserved for their wilderness attributes. The 
proposed route fragments the region which has several significant 
wilderness areas that will likely be altered by such fragmentation. There 
is sufficient developable land along our existing corridors and they offer 
the advantage of easy access to infrastructure that is placed in parallel 
with them. 

438 

As beautiful as the protected area, this is a pristine valley; home to 
natural peace, rare serenity and unspoiled views. Transmission lines and 
their accompanying maintenance road would irreversibly change this 
valley's environmental stability. The currently spectacular views would 
no longer be unmarred – strung with high-voltage wires and towers 
reaching between 150 and 200 feet into the once uncharged air. Hunters, 
whose number already seem too high for nature to support in this valley, 
would use the maintenance roads to gain access to the presently 
threatened and dwindling wildlife population (long time valley residents 
report regularly seeing herds of up to one hundred deer at a time, years 
ago. With 1000 hunting permits issued for the valley annually, it is now a 
rare treat to see deer at all. The absence of Gambel's Quails quantities has 
vastly increased insect population). Recreational quads and 4x4 vehicle's 
tires would tear at the silty, powdery-sand terrain; their tires would foster 
erosion and carve trails that would permanently scar the land, and 
forevermore serve to invite more off-roaders to use the area. Unleashing 
increased human traffic would result in discarded trash and debris, 
adding to the power-line visual pollution and off-roader noise pollution.  

445 

I object to the new routes proposed by this project – in specific the 
Aravaipa Valley Route on several levels. This project will negatively 
affect the habitat ranges of threatened birds and will most likely 
negatively affect sensitive environmental areas. "Maintenance roads" 
already exist and upgrading/using these existing routes would save 
money and reduce the environmental impact. As you (I am sure) know 
4x4s/ATVs and others who use recreational vehicles will use the new 
maintenance roads for entertainment, creating noise pollution, litter, 
increase erosion and interfere with wildlife habitats. USE THE 
EXISTING ROUTES! 

456 

I do not see the need, in an effort to further the “green" energy cause, for 
a perfectly pristine environmental area to be desecrated when alternate 
developed routes exist. If more access is made available via maintenance 
roads, ATV use will increase, as will erosion, noise pollution, and 
general littering. Wildlife habitats will be disturbed. I cannot imagine in 
our efforts to "save the planet"; "go green"; and "deliver 'clean energy' to 
the "State of California" that digging up a pristine environmental refuge 
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in the State of Arizona and the adjacent valley--untouched for centuries--
was part of the major plan. AVOID the Aravaipai Wilderness Area, the 
Aravaipai Valley, and the Bonita-Klondyke route (e.g., the passage 
shown in pale blue that runs north-south between Galiuro Wilderness and 
the Coronado National Forest). 

457 

I feel it would greatly impact the plants and animals along the proposed 
route and the Aravaipa Creek: all drainage there flows into the Aravaipa 
Creek. 

467 

As a property owner in the Eureka Springs Ranch Phase I Land 
Development, I am against the routing of your proposed 500kV 
transmission line through the Aravaipa Valley running southeast to 
northeast along the base of the Pinaleno Mountains. I am not against 
alternative energy or renewable energy sources that may or may not be 
developed and transmitted via your transmission line, but I am concerned 
about health issues to folks who might live near these high voltage lines, 
and the affects these lines would have on wildlife and wildlife habitat. 

489 

Since you've already got view sheds already destroyed, why can't you 
just put it a long side there? Why go into a valley? The Aravaipa Valley 
now is pretty much like it was fifty or sixty years ago. It doesn't have 
these eye sores or these things that are just taking away from the view 
shed and the pristineness of that area. 

506 

I am writing this as a land owner in the Eureka Springs development. I 
purchased this land for retirement. To put those massive power lines 
right through the middle of the new community would be a huge 
injustice. We all bought land in good faith that the area would stay 
pristine and rural. 

549 
Aravaipa will not be a sacrifice strip for California's energy transference 
needs.  

615 

I am opposed to the transmission line running through the 
Aravaipa/Klondyke Valley. There are other routes more suitable, routes 
that will not destroy pre historical Indian sites, riparian areas, farms and 
ranches. 

616 

The Aravaipa Canyon Valley is one of the last remaining areas in the 
state of Arizona where the view shed has not been altered. Two huge 
transmission lines will forever change the scenery. The maintenance 
roads will bring additional problems and issues along the route and to the 
nearby Wilderness areas. 

848 

Proposed alignments traverse the Safford Basin, Sulphur Springs Valley, 
Aravaipa Valley and lower San Pedro Valley, which contain prehistoric 
and historic cultural landscapes spanning 12,000 years of human history, 
as well as Native American traditional cultural properties that are still 
used for ceremonies and rituals. Of particular concern is the lower San 
Pedro River Valley. This area is widely recognized for the significance 
of its intact cultural and natural landscape; the scale of regional 
preservation provides an opportunity to interpret individual cultural 
resources as part of a broad cultural and economic landscape rather than 
as isolated phenomena. In addition, the great time depth allows us to 
study changes in this human landscape over the full time span during 
which people have inhabited the New World. Such opportunities are no 
longer available in many Arizona valleys (e.g., Phoenix, Tucson, 
Safford) where agricultural and, subsequently, urban development 
destroyed much of the archaeological record before it could be 
adequately documented. Currently, this largely unfragmented landscape NTHP/CDA 
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contains no major linear facility, so the potential physical and visual 
impacts of the introduction of transmission lines of this size cannot be 
overstated.  

CODE 031.07 Cluff Ranch (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

90 

The proposed route appears to go through the Department's Cluff Ranch 
Wildlife Area. The proposed route would conflict with the Department's 
Management Plan for Cluff Ranch by potentially decreasing wildlife and 
recreation values at the Wildlife Area. AZGFD 

406 

We do not agree with your current proposed routing of the SunZia power 
transmission line as it crosses Graham County Arizona. The current route 
will travel directly through the Arizona Game and Fish Department's 
Cluff Ranch Wildlife Area. It will have a negative impact on the wildlife 
environment in and around the Wildlife Area. The construction of such a 
project will not only jeopardize the permanent wildlife species and 
habitat but also endanger others that use this area for migration. There 
are several prehistoric cultural sites within and around the Cluff Ranch 
Wildlife Area that would need consideration. 

505 

As a resident and land owner in the Cluff Ranch Wildlife Area, I am 
opposed to routing the proposed SunZia electric transmission line 
through this area. Such a route is completely incompatible with the stated 
mission of the Arizona Game and Fish Department is to optimize the 
potential of the area as wildlife habitat. To promote us of the area for 
present and future generations for public hunting, fishing, wildlife 
viewing, education and other wildlife oriented recreation. 

CODE 031.08 Mt. Graham/Safford (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

16 

The proposed route for the transmission lines through Gila Valley 
adjacent to the Pinaleno Mountains will have a permanent negative 
impact on the land, as well as on the visual and recreation resources of 
the Coronado National Forest located there. These transmission lines are 
intended to provide power for regions far to the West of the community 
through which they pass, but the manner in which they will affect the 
residents of the community of Safford cannot be overstated. Tourism is 
one of the industries for this small community, and these transmission 
lines will hurt the visual aesthetics of the mountain profoundly, as it is 
unspoiled in its present state. 

113 

The proposed route for the transmission lines through the Gila Valley 
and the Aravaipa Valley will negatively affect visual and land and 
recreation resources for the citizens of the Gila Valley and visitors to the 
Coronado National Forest and the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area. 
Allowing these large electric transmission lines on the adjacent BLM 
lands on the proposed line route will have a profound and long-lasting 
negative impact for those who visit Coronado National Forest and the 
Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area and live in the surrounding Gila 
Valley communities. Large electric transmission lines scar our lands 
remaining for generations past ours. We would all be better served by 
visually preserving our national Forests and Wilderness Areas viewed 
from within and afar. 

234 

I would prefer that the power line NOT parallel 191 but be installed 
parallel to I-10 and skirt Mt. Graham on the western side. Place the 
power line near Stockton Rd would be unacceptable due to the proximity 
to homes as well as a monastery which was built on land that is intended 
for peace, quiet and its desert beauty. No one who travels 191 wants to 
see that power line. 
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243 

I have Frye Mesa Ranch south of Safford and 1/2 way up Mt. Graham 
form the city limits and I already have enough off road problems with 
this line. We will have more side roads, more gate problems. This is a 
bad place to put a power line thru to the San Pedro River rough country, 
few roads, wilderness country. Also, at the bottom of Frye Mesa we have 
invasive Sweet Resin Bush.  

245 

We have 3400 acres private ground and 15,000 state land on 4-Mile 
Ranch. We have solar panels, metal water tanks, piston pumps on water 
lines to push to different troughs. Also about six miles of water lines 
200-p.s.i. This would ruin the value of our ranch. Also, it's very steep and 
rough country. 

290 

 As a property owner of the proposed site – am totally against the 
location. The line goes directly over my home and it would lower my 
property values and the reason I moved to Safford. The View. I am also 
worried about the health of my family. Intrusion over Indian burial 
grounds Indian Villages. 

294 
I am a property owner that is directly affected by this line. It will ruin 
property values and the view of the Mount Graham. 

394 

The proposed route for the transmission lines through Gila Valley and 
the Aravaipa Valley will negatively affect visual and land and recreation 
resources for the citizens of the Gila Valley. 

486 

If you make new roads in to build a power line it will cause side roads 
off of it. And the damage we're having from four wheelers over here 
already, we're having extreme vandalism and it's ruining a lot of the 
country. We're having irreplaceable – irreparable would be a better word 
damage already, and there is going to be more. We need to probably go 
on the south side of Mt. Graham. And especially through Safford here I'll 
fight it because of the fact of the damage to the ecosystem. 

532 

I do not think the public has an understanding of what you are going to 
do. I live in AZ at the base of Mt Graham just west of the Cluff Ranch 
Wildlife Reserve. Besides the environmental and health impact, the 
power lines would be horrible to look at running along the base of Mt 
Graham. I have health concerns about myself as well as my neighbors 
living in the vicinity. I understand t hat someone may make a few bucks 
off of these lines, but I don't think that any of us who are in its path will 
get a piece of it. 

598 

BLM should attempt to resolve tribal concerns by avoiding TCPs and 
sacred landscapes all together. For example, the preferred route running 
west from the Safford area could significantly impact a landscape of 
significance to Native American groups. The route is proposed to run 
directly between two (Mount Turnbull/Santa Teresa Mountains and 
Mount Graham/Pinaleno Mountains) of the four mountains that are 
sacred to members of both the San Carlos and White Mountain Apache 
Tribes. In addition, modern-day Akimel O'odham, Tohono O'odham, 
Hopi and Zuni peoples consider themselves descendants of the Hohokam 
and Ancestral Puebloan peoples who inhabited the lower San Pedro, 
Pinaleno foothills and Safford Basin. Therefore, these modern groups 
view landscapes containing prehistoric Hohokam and Ancestral 
Puebloan archaeological sites as significant to their histories and 
cultures. Accordingly, the U.S, Forest Service has determined Mount 
Graham eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as 
a traditional cultural property.  CDA/NTHP 

848 The proposed route running west from the Safford area also could cause NTHP/CDA 
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unmitigateable visual impacts to two (Mount Turnbull/Santa Teresa 
Mountains and Mount Graham/Pinaleno Mountains) of the four 
mountains that are sacred to the San Carlos and White Mountain Apache 
Tribes, Akimel O'odham, Tohono O'odham, Hopi Tribe and Pueblo of 
Zuni. 

CODE 031.09 US 191 So. of Safford (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

234 

I would prefer that the power line NOT parallel 191 but be installed 
parallel to I-10 and skirt Mt. Graham on the western side. Place the 
power line near Stockton Rd would be unacceptable due to the proximity 
to homes as well as a monastery which was built on land that is intended 
for peace, quiet and its desert beauty. No one who travels 191 wants to 
see that power line. 

239 
Isn't this line already parallel to Hwy 191? Would not following the 
interstate make more sense than cutting into primitive country? 

484 

You need to choose the route for this proposed power line that will have 
the least visual presence to the smallest population. We live in an area 
[Stockton Road near Artesia] where there is a significant number of 
homes that this proposed line would be very close to. And so whether the 
people are aware of it or not, they will become aware of It very soon, and 
you are actually going to get people very angry. Even though we 
recognize the need for the power, there has got to be other routes where 
there is less population. This is still the wild west out here. So it's very 
unpleasant to see this happening when people have come here for the 
very reason of avoiding this type of thing, visually. On another level, this 
much electrical energy flowing above people' s heads should be kept as 
far away from people as possible, because there is a lot of evidence that 
people are affected by high power lines. Here are other power lines out 
there. You could just go right down the same corridor.  

485 

We would prefer that the location of the power line not be parallel to 
191, that it be placed South and take the route paralleling I-10 and go 
northwest on the western slope of Mt. Graham. It would have lower 
impact on houses, and it just wouldn't be so ugly. It wouldn't be so ugly 
driving down 191 with a big power line. Anyway, that's our preference, 
that they locate it not parallel to 191. 

CODE 031.10 Deming (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

13 

Please do not do this installation. Deming has many issues but adding 
ugly transmission towers will not help with gathering new business, new 
members or our place as a tourist destination.  

135 

If the proposed corridor is being considered as far South as Solana Rd. in 
Deming. Has anyone researched the possible health hazard of running 
through such high populated areas. There are much less populated areas 
North of I-10. I think this should be looked at and considered in making 
a decision. 

253 

Also, I'd like to put in my "vote" for the proposed, primary route of these 
transmission lines to be north of our town of Deming. I've read that there 
is going to be some sort of solar power array station or generating plant 
north of the town. It makes sense that is the lines need to go through this 
area at all; they should be north of town for easy access near that solar 
power station. Please keep the tourism aspect: of our little town of 
Deming in mind when making your decision about this project. 

488 
I support the concept of putting the new line on public lands as much as 
possible, particularly north and west of Deming. By doing so, you stay 
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off of my private land. 

782 

People move to Deming to get away from all the man made towers and 
enjoy our views. Deming's primary growth is to the South. More 
individuals would suffer loss of property values if transmission lines 
were routed South of Deming and most everyone I know thinks it would 
devastate our community and the real estate values. Please NEVER 
consider allowing transmission towers to run along the gas pipeline road 
south of I-10 in Luna County. This route is shown as one of the alternate 
routes of this project. Transmission lines already exist north of Deming 
and that is where the new lines should be. The DOE proposed route is 
acceptable. 

CODE 031.11 Bosque del Apache/San Antonio (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

2 

As a resident of the NM Hwy neighborhood in little San Antonio, 
Socorro County. There are way too many transmission lines running 
across the highway to where we live between the I-25 corridor and the 
Rio Grande River. Find another corridor less populated than the beautiful 
bosque wilderness empire. San Antonio has become the dog-catch-
all…light polluted…let's start a new project….satellite to Socorro.  

4 

The transmission route requires crossing the Rio Grande, and the 
proposed corridor follows Highway 380 through San Antonio just north 
of the Refuge. This proposal transects the flight path used by migratory 
birds including the sandhill cranes, snow geese, and ducks that travel up 
and down the river valley. Bird strikes and impacts to the rural farming 
community are of great concern, not to mention the degradation of the 
viewscape of the refuge and the Socorro Valley (and important resource 
to the ecotourism of the area).  

6 

The proposed SunZia transmission line needs to be sited on or along the 
White Sands Missile Range boundary, and NOT run through the village 
of San Antonio, nor cross the Rio Grande between San Antonio and Luis 
Lopez. Cultural issue: pre-historic Indian pueblo ruins dot the west bank 
of the Rio Grande, many of them unexcavated. Pottery shards and rooms 
cover the ground in numerous locations along the "Socorro reach." It 
would be impossible to avoid damaging the artifacts of this important 
and little understood civilization – the first to contact the Spanish when 
they arrived here in the 1500s. 

8 

Bosque Del Apache is, in my mind, the premier wildlife refuge in the 
lower 48. I have visited many times. Each time I have visited I have 
stayed for days, often two weeks at a time. I have photographed, I have 
recommended this place to many people, both friends and the people 
who take the photo tours I lead in Yellowstone national park in the 
summer. It is not just Bosque that concerns me, but the potential threat to 
the flyway.  

19 

Opposed to the power lines planned near the Bosque, partly because it 
may disrupt migration or injure migrating birds, and partly because they 
are ugly. Why not bury the cables instead? I think they require less 
maintenance and don't mess up our beautiful state. Word has it that some 
lines are to be put directly in front of the Organ Mountains, also. Why is 
it necessary to blot out beauty when there's plenty of drab land nearby? 
There is a lot of tourism associated with the Bosque, and important 
revenue source for the Socorro area. 

33 

The proposed and alternative transmission routes through central New 
Mexico will avoid crossing directly through the Bosque del Apache 
National Wildlife Refuge, however in skirting around the actual refuge TNC 
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lands, the proposed and alternative routes will bisect the ecoregional 
conservation area known as the "Bosque Wilderness Area" (please note: 
this is not a federal designation) as identified on the attached map. The 
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge includes 10 miles of Rio 
Grande River frontage and is a critical migratory stopover along the 
Rocky Mountain Flyway. The Refuge is a destination for migrating 
waterbirds, neotropical migrants, shorebirds and raptors, including 
threatened, endangered and imperiled species. The EIS should evaluate 
the impacts of the proposed and alternative transmission line routes on 
the migration corridors of these species -including cranes, waterfowl and 
raptors – as they fly in and out of the habitat contained in the National 
Wildlife Refuge. Design elements for the proposed and alternative routes 
can be used to minimize the mitigation needed to address impacts to 
these species. 

39 

As a professional ornithologist, and as a frequent, long-time visitor to 
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, I must protest your 
proposal to install high-capacity transmission lines in the vicinity of San 
Antonio, north of the Bosque Refuge. Erection of such transmission lines 
in this area almost certainly would prove devastating to numbers of large 
birds such as eagles and other large raptors, and especially geese and 
Sandhill Cranes which frequent this entire area in immense numbers 
during the migration seasons and throughout the winter. Apart from 
outright bird destruction, the impact of establishing transmission lines in 
this area would be deleterious to the tourist industry, for thousands of 
visitors from across this nation and from numerous foreign countries 
flock here to view the migration spectacle, one of the American 
Southwest's grandest outdoor spectacles in an area of scenic beauty 
unmarred by intrusive power line s or other structures. Surely available is 
some alternate route that would provide significantly less impact on the 
environment and avoid the destruction of birdlife that likely would be 
associated with the present proposal. Many of my friends and colleagues 
are, like me, proponents of improved energy projects BUT NOT AT 
THE EXPENSE OF A MAJOR WILDLIFE RESOURCE. 

52 

The currently proposed route through San Antonio is completely 
unacceptable, as it would have a very strong negative impact on the 
flyway of thousands of cranes, geese, ducks, and other migratory birds 
which travel through this area to the Bosque del Apache annually. Some, 
in fact, make flights through this area daily in the winter to feeding 
grounds north of the Bosque, then return to the Bosque for safe roosting 
at night. It should also be noted that the Bosque del Apache and its birds 
are a huge tourist draw throughout the year, primarily in the winter, this 
being one of the premier birding areas in the country, with people 
coming from all over the world to see the sandhill cranes.  

65 

As a wildlife photographer I feel it would be a travesty to have any 
transmission lines visible, however distant, in the spectacular New 
Mexican vistas from and even near the Bosque del Apache! As a 
biologist/naturalist, the danger these same lines undoubtedly will be to 
large birds of all species; is equally unthinkable. The ramifications of 
these decisions will affect the people, wildlife, vistas and the essence of 
New Mexico as far into the future as power lines are used. 

72 

Besides the impact to the birds, the beauty and integrity of the northern 
environs of the refuge are important to visitors, like my wife and me, 
who bring significant economic benefit to the Socorro region by our 
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visits to the area. If it is spoiled by damage to the wildlife and beauty of 
the region, we will be much less likely to visit it. 

73 

NO to these transmission lines through San Antonio north of the Bosque 
Del Apache or even the route south of the Bosque and north of Hatch. 
Why not along HW 10 even further south. Why should our wild life and 
landscape in New Mexico be sacrificed so Arizona can get energy – a 
state that, in my opinion having lived there for over a decade, has not 
been a particularly good guardian of resources either water or energy.  

76 

My husband and I visit Socorro, NM and the Bosque del Apache NWR 
yearly, sometimes staying over a week. We find spiritual nourishment in 
the very special beauty of the landscape and in watching the cranes as 
they greet the day, call to each other, free their legs from the ice, and lift 
off into the sky toward their feeding grounds. We appreciate the natural 
communities protected and managed for wildlife and farmers within the 
Bosque. The 500 kV transmission line would greatly reduce our 
enjoyment of that area. 

78 

Socorro is the second poorest county in New Mexico, and the Festival of 
the Cranes, held annually at Bosque del Apache NWR is the single 
greatest income generating event. The Refuge has an estimated economic 
impact of $4.3 million for the region. Ecotourism for the county is 
directly linked to the Refuge, and anything that harms the wildlife or 
mars the view of this rural setting is going to have a negative impact on 
visitation. Additionally many San Antonio residents will experience 
decreased property values as their views of the once-majestic Rio Grande 
Valley will feature giant transmission lines and poles. 

80 

The SunZia proposal has the potential to entail enormous impacts within 
the Central Rio Grande Valley, an area that serves as a vital north-south 
migration corridor for scores of thousands of migratory birds each spring 
and fall. The Valley also harbors a number of endangered or threatened 
species and others listed as species of concern. 

82 

Bosque is a national and really an international treasure with people from 
all over the country as well as the world who come to visit Bosque and 
many world class photographers come and photograph the majesty of 
Bosque. 

129 

Bosque del Apache is a New Mexico treasure that is rated as one of the 
top 10 birding areas in the world Please do not just put a transmission 
line in without looking at other possible options, considering the impact 
on the birds and the surrounding farm land and taking into consideration 
the loss for bird and people that would result if a transmission line is 
placed near Bosque del Apache. 

131 

 The Bosque del Apache attracts people from all over the world. This is a 
huge income for the environs of the Bosque. Please be considerate of all 
the years of bird and animal life that congregate here naturally, They 
cannot alter their habits, they will just be destroyed, if disturbed by you. 

152 

But I must say I was shocked and dismayed when I received notice of 
your proposal to place the transmission lines near San Antonio where 
they would interfere with the annual migration route of thousands of 
sandhill cranes, snow geese and ducks that winter at the Bosque del 
Apache. Placing high power transmission lines in this area would 
potentially kill thousands of birds and endanger the long term health of 
these species in New Mexico. It is counter intuitive that your 
environmentally sound energy project proposes transmission lines that 
would disrupt this long established migration route. I am certain that 
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alternative routes or methods of transmission can be developed that will 
enable your project to succeed without creating an environmental 
disaster for these birds and the Bosque del Apache.  

153 

The Proposed (or preferred) route crosses very valuable farm and urban 
land in the San Antonio area and would have significant impact, 
environmentally, socially, visually, and economically. The Proposed 
Route (preferred Alternative) shows crossing private parcels of land 
immediately to the east, north and west of the community of San 
Antonio. Much of this land is rural farmland. The proposed rights of 
way, traffic for maintenance, etc. would be disturbing to crop production. 
Dropping the route southward would cross range land. Property values 
will decline in the immediate area and few people will want to live next 
to a high voltage transmission line.  

157 

My understanding is that these lines could either be placed across the Rio 
Grande near San Antonio, NM or further south. My concern is that these 
routes are east west routes and the bird migration (thousands and 
thousands of migrating birds) are on a north south trajectory. Especially 
near San Antonio this could be devastating and disruptive due to the 
proximity to the Bosque del Apache, a safe preserve for all kinds of 
birds. Although I applaud the emergence (at last) of renewable resources 
that would provide clean energy to the public, I would hate to see it 
counterbalanced by lack of consideration for the environmental effects. 

169 

This is indirect contradiction to the mission of the Bosque del Apache 
National Wildlife Refuge, the efforts of the State at Ladd S. 
Gordon/Bernardo State Waterfowl Area and many of the goals and 
efforts of the other nearby refuges such as Sevilleta NWR as well. 

172 

The migratory birds of the Bosque are the pride and joy of Socorro 
County. It frightens me to think that outsiders can so easily dismiss their 
importance and propose a power line that threatens their life. PLEASE 
take time to consider using a safer route for the power line that does not 
impact our wildlife.  

174 

This amazing area is worthy of protection from both an ecological 
standpoint and an economic standpoint as tourism is a big income source 
for this area in NM. The "greening " of America shouldn't come at the 
expense of endangered wildlife. 

182 

Please find an alternate route for the transmission lines so that not only 
my generation can experience this great event of nature but all the 
generations to come. 

186 

Unfortunately this habitat in the Middle Rio Grande is in decline because 
of urbanization, water use, invasives, and other changes in land use. 
Switching our energy needs to sources of renewable energy is an 
important and reasonable change that has been a long time in coming. 
Nevertheless, our wildlife are under siege nationwide as their habitats 
and constantly being lost and modified in dramatic and subtle ways. I 
urge that adequate time be taken to assess this important issue for the 
Middle Rio Grande and its many environmental resources. 

195 

Subject Proposed transmission lines through San Antonio, New Mexico. 
Do you gentlemen have any clue about the millions of man hours, not to 
mention millions of dollars that have been exet1ed and spent in ensuring 
the survival and recovery of the Sandhill Crane, the several species of 
Snow Geese, And the endangered Pintail Duck. There is an abundance of 
land well to the south of San Antonio, N.M. that could be procured and 
used to satisfy your needs. 
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212 
Please BE A REPSONSIBLE STEWARD OF THIS UNIQUE AND 
SENSITIVE PLACE. 

230 

None of the options are very favorable but the idea of crossing the river 
(Rio Grande) on the main flyway into Bosque del Apache National 
Wildlife Refuge has to be the absolute worst. This proposed route would 
have the lines crossing right over farm lands and homes I can look at 
outside the window by this computer. My own home place would not be 
directly affected physically but our reason for choosing this area, 
common to many other people, was its proximity to Bosque del Apache. 
Both wildlife and human values are at stake. I understand one route 
would transverse parts of White Sands Missile Range. This area has 
already taken a horrific beating: not much left to spoil there! 

238 

The best route in Southern and Central New Mexico would be along the 
White Sands Missile Range border. That Alternative Route seems an 
obvious first choice, followed by the other alternate along the existing 
power line as the second choice. Both are far superior to the Preferred 
Route shown on t he SunZia web site map for the following reasons: 1. 
Crossing the Rio Grande near New Mexico Highway 380 will 
ADVERSELY IMPACT many established homes, farms, and ranches 
near the communities of San Antonio and Bosquecito by: 
a. Temporarily disrupting lives during construction, 
b. Permanently taking rights of way 

250 

There is a "preferred alternative site" which literally runs through my 
yard just north of San Antonio. (My house is only a few hundred feet 
north of the proposed path!) I cannot express how much harm this 
alternative would cause to my lifestyle, as well as the bigger, more 
important issues, such as environmental destruction of wilderness study 
areas (which the proposed path would destroy), the cultural impact, 
(there are at least 17 Indian Pueblo ruins located in the immediate area), 
the flight path of many thousands of Sandhill cranes which winter along 
this valley, and the effect it would have on the Bosque Del Apache 
National Wildlife Refuge just down the road. 

264 

I wish the line would go down along the Whites Sands property instead 
of along 380 in San Antonio. The area will lose its tourism appeal with a 
hulking power line in it. Power lines reduce property value. 

274 

Power lines over the Rio Grande and through San Antonio would 
certainly spoil this natural beauty that my family uses for spiritual 
renewal. Such a power line corridor may well have negative impacts on 
migrating birds, as well. 

292 

I attended the Socorro scoping session and I strongly prefer that the line 
run down the edge of the White Sands Missile Range lands and then cut 
across to the west at the southern end of the alternative route, or (my 
lesser preference) cut across between the two WSAs. Running along 380 
through the heart of San Antonio is not acceptable. 

336 
I think the eastern end of the transmission line should run south of 
Bosque del Apache NWR to avoid interfering with migration of birds. 

344 

We would rather that the proposed high tension power line not be located 
along NM State Rt 380 through San Antonio NM or near Bosquecito Rd. 
We have a tourist based business located with 3/4 of a mile of Rt 380 on 
Bosquecito Rd that would suffer financial losses if this power line were 
to be located north of Rt 380. We feel the land along the White Sands 
Missile Range should be used because there are no houses located in that 
area. 
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347 

I object to the location of the portion of the proposed route of the power 
transmission corridor through San Antonio NM. I believe that a more 
efficient route south from Highway 380 on Socorro County Road 153 
should be the preferred route. If the county road 153 route is continued 
south across the Armendaris Ranch it would bypass the entire population 
of San Antonio and all the attendant lawsuits that are sure to arise from 
crossing numerous privately owned plots of land. Others who reside in 
the "Preferred Alternative" corridor live there because of the esthetics of 
rural living. 

361 

The current route in the San Antonio area goes near public land that 
receives recreational use by those who prefer dispersed recreation. The 
area is popular for horseback riding, hiking, mountain biking, and target 
shooting. The power line would have adverse impacts on these activities, 
and the power lines themselves would possibly to be more subject to 
vandalism in this area, simply because they are in this area of rural/urban 
interface.  

388 

Potential environmental issues to be addressed and how they relate to 
private landowners: Land use and recreational resources: The Proposed 
Route (Preferred Alternative) shows crossing private parcels of land 
immediately to the east, north and west of the community of San 
Antonio. Much of this land is rural farmland. The proposed rights of 
way, traffic for maintenance, etc. would be disturbing to crop production. 
Dropping the route southward would cross range land. 

391 

You can't mitigate the bad effects of road building and power line 
building (or maintenance) over sensitive desert areas, Apache del Bosque 
and the Aravaipa areas should be given wide berths.  

446 

The least amount of impact to the environment would occur if the 
transmission line were to cross near Derry, New Mexico and proceed 
east through BLM property and then north through the White Sands 
Missile Range. By crossing at Derry, you will not encounter any 
endangered species and critical habitat issues. Also this crossing would 
have the least impact on homes because they are so sparse in this area. 
By proceeding north through the west side of the White Sands Missile 
Range you will avoid wildlife study areas and the human impact would 
be very limited, as it should be. For these reasons I believe this route 
should be the preferred choice. By going north along I-25 and crossing at 
the village of San Antonio, the impact to the environment would be 
greatly increased. Crossing the Rio Grande at San Antonio would 
involve crossing the critical habitat of both the Willow Fly Catcher and 
Silvery Minnow which are both listed as endangered species. Also 
because of the neighboring Bosque Del Apache national wildlife refuge 
there is abundant wildlife in the area. The area is also a flyway for 
hundreds of thousands of migratory birds and could potentially provide a 
hazard for these animals. Finally a power line of this magnitude through 
the Small Town of San Antonio would severely impact the living 
environment of the residents.  

508 

We in San Antonio have already sacrificed enough, during the testing of 
the bomb at trinity site radiation effects were never investigated, 
complaints by residents, and whose children are still living, were never 
followed up on. I believe that this area has "helped" enough so that 
others can gain.  

544 
The proposal for one route to cross Rio Grande near San Antonio sounds 
like the prelude to a pretty unfunny joke. The work and money that has 
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gone into Bosque del Apache NWR, not to mention the devotion, is a 
credit to people from management to volunteers at every level. It is an 
international star of our refuge system and worldwide conservation 
efforts. 

552 

On behalf of The Socorro Electric Cooperative, Inc., I would like to 
express my concern on the proposed transmission route that is located 
near the Bosque Del Apache National Wildlife Game Refuge. Socorro 
Electric Cooperative partnered with Bosque Del Apache to place all over 
head electric distribution facilities underground, The intention of this 
project was to eliminate bird contacts and keep the aesthetic qualities of 
the area preserved. 

Socorro 
Electric Coop 

590 

I have been a resident of San Antonio, New Mexico with roots extending 
from the early 1800s. A quaint little farming community nestled by the 
Rio Grande, the bluest skies and wonderful stars that are indescribable to 
a visitor, you must live there to know and appreciate the beauty that is 
heartfelt among San Antonians. I cannot imagine a transmission line 
running through our farms. 

CODE 031.12 Rio Grande Corridor (Avoid/Concerns for Area) 

56 

Please delay the decision about the transmission lines going through 
BLM lands in central NM. Nothing should be done to jeopardize the 
habitat of the Sandhill Cranes and all of that system. 

76 

We see that communities along the Rio Grande are gaining better 
understanding of their relationship with the river and its natural 
communities, and are working to protect them. A 500 kV transmission 
line would be hugely invasive visually (we have seen them elsewhere in 
New Mexico) and would adversely impact human lives and natural 
communities in that area. The large birds that find refuge along the Rio 
Grande will be vulnerable to electrocution on the transmission line. The 
birds fly north and south between the Bosque and the nearby farm fields 
where they feed during the day, and are likely to be killed in significant 
numbers. 

78 

Running two 500kV lines (and countless ones to follow) perpendicular to 
the daily flight path of many overwintering cranes is further complicating 
an already obstructed path for this struggling population. There are 
alternate routes to the south that appear to be better for this purpose since 
they do not intersect a daily flight path and may be in a location where 
many birds are flying higher on a longer migration jump. This minimal 
use of military lands would be the most environmentally sensitive to the 
Refuge, the Wilderness Study Areas, and the local Rio Grande wildlife 
corridor, and preferred by the community of San Antonio. Additionally 
many San Antonio residents will experience decreased property values as 
their views of the once-majestic Rio Grande Valley will feature giant 
transmission lines and poles. Since there is no obvious economic benefit 
of this project to the area, there is no excuse to compromise our 
community with this project.  

80 

The SunZia proposal has the potential to entail enormous impacts within 
the Central Rio Grande Valley, an area that serves as a vital north-south 
migration corridor for scores of thousands of migratory birds each spring 
and fall. The Valley also harbors a number of endangered or threatened 
species and others listed as species of concern.  

Blue Goose 
Alliance 

122 
Please do not put up power lines in the path of the thousands of cranes 
and geese that approach the Refuge each day in the fall and winter.  
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128 

It is very important for the quality of life in this part of New Mexico that 
the migrating birds have a safe flyway. Also the Rio Grande valley is one 
of the few places left where farming can be done and where it is beautiful 
and where people can travel to see pleasing vistas.  

145 

I have long favored the development of wind and solar projects such as 
NM Sun Zia Project. I find it disconcerting that more thought has not 
been put in to the location of t he transmission lines, as it will cross 
between the two National Wildlife Refuges. It seems that this location 
will have a devastating effect on our National Treasures as this is the 
major flyway. People from around the world travel to see the magnificent 
flight of the Sand Hill Cranes and The Snow Geese. I question if a good 
environmental impact statement has been conducted, as I believe that the 
lines in this location would kill many of these magnificent creatures. 

169 

Many thousands of birds travel throughout the Rio Grande valley during 
the winter months and at other times of the year, and the impact upon 
them could be devastating. Sandhill cranes and Light Geese and ducks 
will fly back and forth from The Bosque del Apache NWR to Bernardo 
morning and night in the thousands, flying right across one of the main 
proposed path for the lines. This is in direct contradiction to the mission 
of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, the efforts of the 
State at Ladd S. Gordon/Bernardo State Waterfowl Area and many of the 
goals and efforts of the other nearby refuges such as Sevilleta NWR as 
well. 

184 

While I am in support of photovoltaic energy development and other 
alternative energy production ventures and recognize the need for 
extension of power lines, I ABSOLUTELY WILL NOT SUPPORT 
YOUR CURRENT PLAN TO ERRECT THESE HI VOLTAGE LINES 
IN THE GLORIOUS MIGRATORY BIRD FLIGHT PATH! 
SANDHILLL CRANES, GEESE AND DUCKS WILL BE CRUELLY 
DECIMATED BY THESE LINES. What in the name of the goddess are 
you thinking ! ! !! Choose another route or actually far better put the 
lines UNDERGROUND. NOT ONLY WILL YOU LOSE THE 
SUPPORT OF THE GREEN CONSCIOUS FOLKS AND ALL THOSE 
WHO CARE ABOUT GLOBAL WARMING, YOU WILL 
ABSOLUTELY WRECK YOUR CHANCES OF ENHANCING AND 
PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT WHICH IS NEVER—AND I 
REPEAT NEVER—ACHIEVED AT THE EXPENSE OF ANOTHER 
LIVING CREATURE. 

192 
I recommend putting the lines underground through all of this area or 
using an alternate route outside the Rio Grande river to the east. 

218 

Being an advocate for creating and reclaiming suitable nesting areas for 
rare and threatened species of birds in the Rio Grande Valley, I definitely 
have many concerns about how the power lines will affect our migrating 
bird populations and other wildlife. 

247 

I would like to add my voice to those who are concerned about the 
location and construction of the proposed high-voltage power lines 
through Central and Southern New Mexico. The ramping up of clean 
power is a must these days – but its production also has environmental 
consequences. In this instance I am concerned that the power lines (if 
above ground in the region of the Rio Grande River) will cross the 
important bird migration corridor there. It is important that this country 
develop its new energy infrastructure in as environmentally friendly a 
way as possible. 



 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project L-58 EPG 
EIS Scoping Report  April 2010 

Table L-1 Comments Summary 
ID COMMENT 

265 

Absolutely and positively do NOT build your 500 kV transmission line 
through central NM!!! The irreparable damage to one of the state's 
treasured natural resources, the wintering birds at the Bosque del Apache 
is unimaginable! This cannot be allowed to happen. There must be 
alternate routes more suitable for this power line. 

296 

Power lines are a serious hazard to migrating birds, and the proximity of 
this proposed route to Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge and 
a major migration corridor for neotropic birds is a matter of concern, It 
appears that an alternate route passing through a remote portion of White 
Sands Missile Range can have minimal impact on the operation of the 
Missile Range and could mitigate the impact the proposed route will 
have upon the Bosque del Apache, the Rio Grande migratory corridor 
and nearby Wilderness Study Areas. 

497 

The traffic coming and going will tear up existing roads plus the too soil 
(gyp, alkaline) when crust is broken in our lifetime. Some of the BLM 
land in our area contains very fragile soil (gyp, alkaline) when crust is 
broken it has no bottom and erodes it has no bottom and erodes 
constantly. These areas will be damaged permanently! There are places 
where the red tail hawk soars and hunts, where sandhill stop over on their 
way to the Bosque del Apache and the Rio Grande where the Canadian 
geese and the bluebirds pass on the way to summer or winter feeding 
grounds. If this was not important than the BLM and Congress would not 
be trying to pass the NLCS, National Landscape Conservation System. 

597 

The Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District ("MRGCD" or "District") 
is a political subdivision of the State of New Mexico, charged by 
statutory mandate with promoting agriculture within its boundaries, 
which extend along the Rio Grande from Cochiti Dam in the north to 
near Elephant Butte Reservoir in the south. The MRGCD runs from 
north to south approximately 160 river miles with the Rio Grande at its 
center. The farmland extends between the mesas on each side. Adjacent 
to the river is one of the largest un-broken cottonwood and willow forests 
in the United States. The proposed parallel power line easement 
discussed below will have an effective width of 1000 feet, when one 
considers there is no realistic possibility of any functional value between 
the two sets of lines. It is of great concern to the MRGCD that this 
easement would carve a 1,000-foot wide strip and bisect the bosque 
forest, the agricultural productive lands and the cultural center of this 
region. MRGCD 

597 

The San Antonio region, in which the Proposed Route would cross the 
Rio Grande and the adjacent bosque (cottonwood forest) is one of the 
Southwest's premier migratory bird habitats, situated just north of the 
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, which provides a critical 
refuge for Sandhill Cranes and thousands of Snow Geese and Ross 
Geese, as well as Bald Eagles, Golden Eagles, Great Blue Herons, and 
many other species. The Middle Rio Grande is also designated critical 
habitat for a bird species, the Southwestern willow flycatcher, and a fish 
species, the Rio Grande silvery minnow, listed under the Endangered 
Species Act. MRGCD 

848 

The northernmost SunZia alignments proposed for New Mexico, which 
cross the Rio Grande near the Bosque del Apache, will likely directly 
impact several significant cultural resources, including the southernmost 
extent of a nearly continuous cluster of medium to large prehistoric 
pueblo villages located along the Rio Grande Valley, in the path of the NTHP/CDA 



 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project L-59 EPG 
EIS Scoping Report  April 2010 

Table L-1 Comments Summary 
ID COMMENT 

proposed routes. In addition to causing direct adverse effects, the 
proposed alignments could visually mar this virtually intact prehistoric 
landscape and destroy its historic context. 

CODE 032.00 Use existing linear corridor 

7 

 I know there are other routes that can be used by SunZia that already 
have existing transmission lines through them. I would appreciate it if 
you would use an alternate route instead of cutting through a "wilderness 
area". It has taken Mother Nature hundreds of thousands of years to 
create this beautiful valley [Aravaipa], you shouldn't go and destroy it in 
a matter of months. There are very few wilderness areas left in Arizona 
without any large visible manmade structures. 

14 
As an alternative, I support a route that has existing road access, existing 
transmission lines, and is not environmentally sensitive [Aravaipa]. 

21 

The transmission line should not traverse and destroy pristine land 
[Klondyke]. Enough is enough! This nation does not need more wires 
across the open spaces. If a line must be erected place it where other 
transmission lines already exist!! This line could easily be constructed 
along I-10 where other lines are already in place. 

33 

We strongly suggest consideration of additional routes to connect the 
Winchester and Tortolita substations while avoiding the Galiuro 
Mountains and north-south alignments in the Lower San Pedro River 
Valley. A preferable alternative would be to use the existing 345 kV 
alignment from Vail to the Winchester Substation.  TNC 

35 

The proposed SunZia transmission corridor should follow the existing 
transmission corridor to minimize cumulative impacts to natural 
resources. The proposed route from Deming to Lordsburg includes 
creation of a new corridor to the north of the existing corridor. Apart 
from some settlement areas around Deming, we would prefer to see that 
the proposed route follows the existing transmission corridor to minimize 
new land disturbance causing associated problems with habitat loss, 
erosion, etc. 

Gila Resource 
Information 
Project 

73 

NO to these transmission lines through San Antonio north of the Bosque 
Del Apache or even the route south of the Bosque and north of Hatch. 
Why not along HW 10 even further south. 

90 

The other two alternative routes east of Highway 191 are preferable. It 
appears one of the routes follows an existing power line, but the 
Department would need a better map to evaluate impacts. 
The alternative route between the proposed Willow Substation and the 
Winchester Substation is an existing power line route, which the 
Department typically prefers. However, it passes through the Winchester 
Mountains which has good deer habitat and a Mexican spotted owl PAC. 
The route also passes through Allen Flat which is one of the 
Department's prime hunting habitat for pronghorn. AZGFD 

92 

Below are Pima County's comments regarding the proposed SunZia 
transmission project, spanning from Roswell, New Mexico to Pinal, 
Arizona. While Pima County does not have any major objections to the 
proposed SunZia transmission line route, the County does, however, 
have concerns over a proposed alternative route that would cross through 
the San Pedro Valley, The San Pedro Valley is located in the far 
northeastern corner of Pima County, east of the Catalina Mountains, and 
encompasses the San Pedro River corridor. To the extent possible, the 
proposed alternative route for the SunZia transmission line should Pima County 
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occupy the same area disturbed in the late 1980s by the All-American 
pipeline and the preexisting 11 5/138kV transmission line in order to 
minimize impacts and ground disturbance. 

134 

I ask that please find another route for the SunZia project transmission 
lines along an existing infrastructure and one that preserves the Aravaipa 
and it haunting natural beauty. 

151 

The proposed route [Aravaipa] is mountainous, no access, not roads. 
Why not follow already established row's, it seems much simpler and 
cost effective. And will not disturb boundless natural areas. 

203 

This is no place [Aravaipa Canyon] for any type of power line project. 
There is a way already in existence that should be used for this purpose 
and that is along the I-10 corridor. This area is already disturbed by 
various human uses and adding in another use is the only thing that 
makes any sense at all. 

204 

I strongly urge you to remove this route [Aravaipa Canyon] from any 
further consideration as a route for the transmission line. As an 
alternative, I support a route that has existing road access, existing 
transmission lines, and is not environmentally sensitive. 

208 
Wherever possible, new lines should parallel existing main roadways 
and/or existing transmission corridors. 

Gila 
Conservation 
Coalition 
[NM] 

215 

The lines will destroy the untarnished vistas. They have no place in this 
location [San Pedro River Valley]. They should run along previously 
established major routes where major roads, telephone lines etc. already 
run. 

223 

It seems the I-10 corridor is the ideal line to follow. It’s already messed 
up, pretty flat and relatively direct. It will save many square miles of 
pristine desert and wildlife areas. I object to the Saguaro-Oracle-San 
Manuel route the most. The views, wildlife and condition of the desert is 
that area is already in a distressed state because of development in that 
area. 

239 

Isn't this line already parallel to Hwy 191? Would not following the 
interstate make more sense than cutting into primitive country? I 
challenge you to tap into the vast resources at your disposal to find a 
better solution than to cut into untouched lands. I strongly oppose the 
building of such a proposed line to the Klondyke/Aravaipa area. 

242 

I suggest using existing corridors as much as possible to minimize 
disturbance to more pristine areas and also make construction and 
maintenance easier.  ADOT  

254 

Much of the proposed "preferred route" in this area has never had an 
infrastructure corridor, and much of it has never even had a dirt road. 
There are alternative routes that already have the impact of roads and 
infrastructure, such as the alignment of U.S. Highway 60 or Interstate 
Highway 10. 

262 
If a new transmission must be established it should align with already 
established ROWs and not degrade more land. 

280 

To put it [transmission line(s)] through the Arivaipa wilderness area 
would be very harmful to the habitat there which would negate any 
benefit derived from the green power. May I suggest as an alternative 
route the southern route that runs near Willcox AZ, about 55 to 60 miles 
from your proposed route. The towers are all ready in place, and a great 
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deal of money could be saved by utilizing this place. The right of way is 
also already established on that route. 

288 

While the cost of a project is always a major contributor to the 
development decision, I feel that using the current established Southern 
route [Winchester to Willow Substation] is in everyone's interest. This is 
a great opportunity to put environment above cost savings. We should 
have learned by now that while we can produce new energy, we cannot 
create new land like the Aravaipa Canyon. 

317 

Certainly using existing railroad or interstate highways would be a less 
intrusive alternative to ruining a natural environment. 
I also want to address the Arizona Corporation Commissions designation 
of the route with a permanent Certificate of Environmental Compatibility 
Corridor which was granted before 1972. There can be no debate that 
environmental impact studies prior to 1972 were certainly less 
sophisticated than those performed today and designation based on such 
studies must be considered inadequate and void without additional new 
studies. 

324 

Stick to the commercial routes. That's already in state and mess those up 
more. But to go and look at "clean" areas to mess up is a poor choice. I'm 
not against the policy of going "Green" but avoid the Aravaipa 
wilderness area. Please leave alone areas in Arizona that are still 
"natural" from development.  

325 

If they [transmission line(s)] must be installed – there already exists, on 
the east side of the San Pedro River, SWTC lines. These lines run along 
the foothills, have existing roads that are already established for 
maintenance access. This would be the best economical choice for the 
new transmission lines. Saving money and saving the land! 

330 

In this section of the study area, please route the proposed transmission 
lines along the existing highway and rail lines between Bowie and Vail. 
Those service and transportation corridors are already impacting the 
environment and have the added benefit of already established access for 
new line construction and maintenance. This route will avoid Aravaipa 
Canyon, Tres Alamos Wash, and the entire Lower San Pedro River 
Valley. 

331 

The proposed 500,000 volt transmission lines running through Aravaipa 
Canyon would put a permanent visual and physical "scar" in one of our 
few remaining wilderness areas. These types of lines should follow a 
route with an existing infrastructure corridor and access roads. 

332 

The impact on the land and wildlife is massive and irreparable. Follow 
the highways that are already established to install these lines. There are 
other ways to successfully complete your project while protecting and 
preserving the animals, environment and all who cherish the land. 

337 

I am opposed to these lines and towers running thru the canyon or 
Sulpher Springs Valley as an alternate route. It is my understanding that 
there are other transmission lines in place elsewhere; use this land and it's 
right of ways instead.  

339/342 

The San Pedro River Valley is a very special place that has unique and 
well preserved cultural sites, is an important migration route for birds 
and is a wildlife corridor. Let's please keep transmission lines along 
existing road and power line corridors rather than creating new ones. 
Keep wild places wild and we will be happy to support production of 
green energy. 
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346/365/367/369 

I strongly disagree with the idea of putting high-tension wires through 
the Aravaipa-Klondyke route. Why not the Southern Alternate Route or 
another route already developed? 

348/366/375 

As an alternative to the routes that pass through the wildlife corridor 
connecting the Aravaipa Wilderness Area with the Galiuro Wilderness 
Area, I favor choosing a route that already has an existing infrastructure 
corridor. There are such routes listed among the alternatives. 

352 

Maintenance roads under the lines with ATVs and 4 wheelers will 
increase erosion, noise, litter and interfere with wildlife 
habitats/population. We love the silence, peace and pristine beauty that 
this whole line will ruin [Aravaipa Valley]. Consider the alternative route 
that is already in place.  

363 

We understand that with growing needs for energy it's necessary to bring 
power to western markets and load centers. But why not use existing 
corridors like highways and railways that are now cleared of vegetation 
and maintained. 

371 

The Galiuro Mountains and the San Pedro river valley are a beautiful 
wilderness. Why tear through them with transmission lines from NM to 
AZ? The San Pedro is one of the only undammed rivers in the United 
States and an amazing habitat for migratory animals. Why destroy that? 
Why not have the transmission lines follow the freeway or highways for 
most of the length (which already is cutting through the wilderness) 
instead of cutting into virgin territory. 

372 

I understand that there are alternate routes that can be used that access 
and service roads are already in place. I don't think that intruding on 
private land is the solution when other routes are available. It makes 
sense to use access that is available than to plow through virgin territory.  

381/383 

The stated desire of the SunZia Transmission Project to avoid negative 
environmental effects should immediately eliminate the San Pedro and 
Aravaipa Canyon from consideration. A route near already heavily 
disturbed corridors such as I-10 should be considered instead. 

400 
Your plans should include using every available inch of established 
easements and accesses and then get the property next to it. 

405 

Why is it necessary to construct new mega-projects through areas that 
are for the most part semi-wild and minimally developed when there are 
already power line corridors and gas line routes that for all intent and 
purpose could be expanded to accommodate the demand for more? The 
required access roads are already there. Upgrading a facility certainly 
must be more economically sound and also environmentally more 
logical? 

406 

We believe that the SunZia power line should follow other existing 
power line routes and avoid any further damage to public or private 
lands. We have pledged our support to the Arizona Game and Fish to 
protect the Cluff Ranch Wildlife Area and other wildlife habitat areas 
within Graham County. If need be we will seek Congressional support in 
this matter. 

408 

The existing high-tension power line route should be used, so Aravaipa 
Valley and Klondike Road can be bypassed. The existing power has 
maintenance roads and environmental impact would be minimized. 

412 

It is our opinion that the power lines should run along existing roads and 
highways. Stay clear of the San Pedro Valley and the beautiful Galiuros. 
If we keep using the natural areas we will soon look like NYC.  
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413 

Unless you plan to run these new lines along the existing power grid and 
use the existing roadways to access this grid – I am opposed to this 
transmission project. 

414 

We do not believe it should be necessary to tear into more of our 
beautiful landscape and natural habitat for animals for these lines to be 
run. Let's save some for future use. There is access as it states that may 
be used that is already being used for power lines. 

416 

Do not place transmission lines in remote or sparsely populated areas. 
The pioneers, later railroads, then highways, and finally the interstates 
have followed a path that avoided cutting across the bajada. They took 
the easiest route. So should the transmission lines stick to the old, 
established routes. By staying along already established routes, the 
flyways, migration corridors between sky islands, and sensitive 
vegetation can be kept intact.  

420 

I feel that using the existing power corridor for this endeavor is the 
correct choice. There would be less impact on the environment because 
substations and a maintenance road already exist. 

423 

I would like to see the alternative route used next to I-10, as this could 
work in conjunction with the proposed Bowie Power Plant, and would 
help the economy of this area. 

431 

Tucson Electric Power has easements close to where you want to put part 
of your towers and I would guess other power company probably have 
easements you could use, instead of creating new routes.  

445 

There already exists high tension power line routes that could be used 
that pass by "existing substations" – "Maintenance roads" already exist 
and upgrading/using these existing routes would save money and reduce 
the environmental impact. USE THE EXISTING ROUTES!  

452 

We would support an alternative that new routes would follow existing 
power lines whenever feasible. Areas of special wildlife value should be 
avoided. 

454 

The transmission line should not traverse/destroy pristine land. Enough is 
enough! This nation does not need more wires across the open spaces. If 
a line must be erected place it where other transmission lines already 
exist!!! This line could easily be constructed along I-10 where other lines 
are already in place. 

456 

I support the alternative route (the southern "most" alternative shown on 
the map), for this route passes conveniently along existing substations. 
High power tension lines and maintenance roads are already in place 
along this southern "most" route, also. And, this route completely 
bypasses the Aravaipa Wilderness Area, the Aravaipai Valley, and 
Klondike-Bonita Road. Take the southern "most" route that is 
ALREADY DEVELOPED with EXISTING LINES/FACILITIES and 
NOT in one of Arizona's Finest wilderness areas. 

459 

I live in Klondyke, AZ and have a cattle ranch there. I don't think you 
should put this transmission line through the Klondyke area. As we plan 
for the future, we need to save some undeveloped areas. Why not just run 
it parallel to I-10? 

461 

Consider constructing the transmission lines where other utility lines 
exist such as next to interstate highway where maintenance roads and 
right of ways are already available. 

466 
We, the Aravaipa Property Owners Association (APOA), are writing you 
to express our strong and unanimous opposition to the transmission line 

Aravaipa 
Property 
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route indicated as "Proposed" by the SunZia Southwest Transmission 
Project. Aravaipa Canyon and its watershed constitute a unique 
environment and an ecologically sensitive area. In fact, the Aravaipa 
Canyon Wilderness has been called the "crown jewel" of the wilderness 
areas administrated by BLM. 
Protection of the special aspects of this environment is a very high 
priority for APOA As an alternative, we support a route that has existing 
road access, existing transmission lines, and is not environmentally 
sensitive. 

Owners 
Association  

468 

In order to maintain the lines at the minimum safety elevation above the 
ground, the towers for these lines would range up to 125 to 175 feet in 
height. Distance between towers would range between 800 and 2000 
feet, with the typical distance being 1300 to 1500 feet. Project engineers 
told me that typically the easement for these lines would be about 200 
feet wide, and this includes a no-build zone beneath the power lines for 
safety purposes. They said that two types of roads would be required, 
temporary construction access roads and a permanent service road. In 
remote areas, the service road could be simply a dirt road, but it would 
require a compacted surface, such as AB mix or decomposed granite in 
areas subject to erosion. This additional information indicates to me that 
not only will these high tension power lines affect all life in close 
proximity to them, it will also have a long term impact as hunters and 
ATV vehicles will make use of them to further damage the environment. 
Let these lines be put aside already existing roads and already traveled 
routes. If we want to go green, let's really be green about it. So, I favor 
choosing a route that already has an existing access road. Preferably, a 
route that already has an existing infrastructure corridor. There are such 
routes listed among the alternatives. 

The Peyote 
Way Church 

484 

We need electricity, but do it somewhere else so that we don ' t have to 
have it near the privately owned property. There is plenty of land out 
there, enormous amounts that is adjacent to us. There are other power 
lines out there. You could just go right down the same corridor. 

486 

I feel we already have power lines through the ranch that are kind of 
where you could use them and still stay on the main power line road. I'm 
not against wind power or solar, I'm all for it. I'm just saying stick to the 
main road. [Keep] as much of it as possible near existing power line 
rights of way. 

489 

My concern is, looking at your alternate routes and then your proposed 
routes, is why you chose your proposed route? I've asked several 
questions and they can't really give me a clear answer. It appears to me – 
and I've known the Aravaipa Canyon, and having land in the Aravaipa 
Canyon, and knowing the San Pedro, that it seems to me that you're 
going to go that route because you're going to get the least resistance 
there. Because I know the country real well, I know where the other right 
of ways are where you have already got existing transmission lines. And 
one of my questions is why can't you just – since you've already got 
viewsheds already destroyed, why can't you just put it along side there? 
Why go into a valley? 

492 

I believe that following existing transmission lines is a good idea. And 
that's just me. It seems to be the better course, is to follow existing 
transmission lines.  

532 
Please consider placing the lines along highways or other pre-existing 
scars on the land.  



 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project L-65 EPG 
EIS Scoping Report  April 2010 

Table L-1 Comments Summary 
ID COMMENT 

558 

 Additional route options need be designated that traverse the area of the 
proposed substation location. One such option would be to follow 
Highway 54 south towards Alamogordo and west through Las Cruces. 
Existing transmission line corridors should be given a high priority for 
siting new facilities and in many cases should be evaluated for 
upgrade/re-building before new corridors are selected. 

595 

 A route which continues to follow I-10 in Arizona. A route should be 
considered heading west in Arizona which continues to follow I-10 
where the existing alternative route heads northwest to the proposed 
Willow substation, then continuing along existing highways and 
transmission lines NW to the Tortolita substation. Such a route would 
avoid the sensitive resources in the Aravaipa Valley, Aravaipa Canyon, 
the northern Pinalefio Mountains, the northern Galiuro Mountains, and 
the San Pedro River Valley. 

The 
Wilderness 
Society 

609 

I suggest that instead of running transmission lines across large areas of 
undeveloped land, and creating the environmental damage that will most 
certainly ensue, you consider using existing corridors, such as railroad 
and highway rights of way. These areas are already disrupted and 
environmentally degraded, and the impact will be far less than to run the 
lines through pristine desert. 

612 

Although the proposed route does not go through a designated wilderness 
area it does weave between 3 that are designated which are the Galiro 
Wilderness,he Aravipa Wilderness, and the Santa Teresa Wilderness 
areas. The areas in-between are just as much wilderness as those that are 
designated. There are existing infrastructure corridors that run south of 
the Graham Mountain and the Galiro Wilderness area where it would a 
little longer and a little more expensive but would leave the preaches 
wilderness areas intact. 

644 

By moving this projects power lines to an existing corridor east of the 
river and refuge and then crossing the river near Hatch, NM, the wildlife 
destruction [near the Bosque] would be minimal and much of the visual 
pollution would be minimized. 

745 

Our preference is for the local generation of electricity, but to the extent 
that major power corridors may be necessary or inevitable we heartily 
advocate for using the already established and impacted route of 
Interstate 10. 

Cascabel 
Working 
Group 

757 

The Cascabel Hermitage Association urges you to drop all San Pedro 
River Valley routes and place any new electrical lines along established 
highway and rail corridors adjacent to I-10. 

Cascabel 
Hermitage 
Assoc 

759 

There are other alternatives identified as possible options that would 
have much less negative impact on natural resources, cultural resources, 
and the agricultural economy of the area. Construction along preexisting 
highways would be the best alternative. 

Redington 
NRCD 

826 

Because such large portions of the landscape and a diverse variety of 
cultural properties will be impacted by the proposed project, BLM 
should focus on using to the greatest extent possible existing 
transmission corridors, roadways, and facilities before considering new 
corridors over undeveloped lands.  

NM AZ 
Archeo 
Councils 

848 

SunZia should utilize existing transmission corridors whenever possible. 
We are especially concerned that the existing 345kV line west of the 
Winchester substation is not included as an alternative alignment, despite 
the fact that portions of this line are included as alternatives east of the NTHP/CDA 
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Winchester substation. 
In the DEIS, we encourage BLM to consider an additional alignment 
west of the Winchester substation that follows the existing 345 kV line, 
runs adjacent to 1-10 and then skirts Tucson to the south. Such a route 
would take advantage of existing transmission infrastructure, restrict new 
construction to already impacted areas and largely avoid the unique, 
intact and regionally significant natural and cultural resources and 
landscapes in the Aravaipa Valley, Aravaipa Canyon, northern Pinalenio 
Mountains, northern Galiuro Mountains and San Pedro River Valley.  

CODE 033.00 Modifications to alignment 

33 

The [proposed] route also crosses through the Nutt Grassland, which 
contains important habitat, although the most sensitive lands are west of 
the proposed route. Fragmentation of this grassland would be minimized 
if the route were moved to follow the existing corridor for New Mexico 
State Highway 27. TNC 

159 

I would like to request a meeting at your earliest convenience to discuss 
our concerns and to work with you to determine the appropriate location 
of the proposed transmission lines and related infrastructure specifically 
where the corridor will intersect the Continental Divide National Scenic 
Trail (CDT). In order to provide the highest quality experience on the 
CDT, at this point, we would prefer the identified alternative route that 
would locate the proposed transmission lines near the Interstate 10 
corridor in Hidalgo County through Lordsburg, NM. We support and 
encourage the following guidelines when identifying areas, where when 
necessary to cross, parallel or otherwise include the CDT, utility lines 
and facilities may be located as to reduce their impacts to the CDT: 
1. Location is where the CDT crosses areas that are already developed, 
and classified as Rural or Urban by the USFS Recreation Opportunity 
Spectrum (ROS); 
2. Location is where the CDT crosses an existing state or federal 
highway or highway intersection. 
3. Passage through an area where Trail values, such as a sense of 
remoteness, would not be compromised. We highly encourage sighting 
teams to engage with CDTA and our agency partners to identify these 
key areas and potential mitigation when the CDT and its unique 
resources cannot be avoided.  

Continental 
Divide Trail 
Alliance 

248 

As a resident of the San Pedro River Valley, I can assure you that there 
will be considerable opposition to the routing of a 500KV line anywhere 
near residences. I do feel, however, that a route at least 2-3 miles east of 
the river may well be acceptable. If the San Pedro route is chosen over 
routes much further to the east, I urge you to consider a route from the 
Winchester substation northwest that stays as far from existing homes as 
possible. 

297 

North of Lordsburg, NM would be more sure to not be in the way of the 
airport or Homeland Security, because of being too close to the Mexico 
border. Hire in local towns. 

347 

I object to the location of the portion of the proposed route of the power 
transmission corridor through San Antonio NM. I believe that a more 
efficient route south from Highway 380 on Socorro County Road 153 
should be the preferred route. If the county road 153 route is continued 
south across the Armendaris Ranch it would bypass the entire population 
of San Antonio  

636 It appears that the right-of-way will traverse on or near Lot 103 of the 
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Windmill Ranch Development that I own. Like other owners, I bought 
this property because of its quiet, rural location and 50 plus mile 
unobstructed viewscapes of the mountains to the south and west. My 
current plans are to build my retirement home down there in a few years 
but that may now change depending on the final alignment for this 
project. My suggestion is that the project alignment be shifted to the 
north where it would not affect so many small landowners. This would 
site the eastern terminus much closer to the highest quality wind 
resources that will in turn become economic after the project is 
completed. 

851 

Regarding our previous comment to consider following the existing 345 
kV line between Vail and Winchester substations, we would add that if 
the proposed SunZia line cannot utilize the existing Vail/Winchester 
right of way then it would need to avoid the conservation property 
known as Three Links Farm. The existing line crosses the southern end 
of this property in a parcel that is owned by The Nature Conservancy and 
protected by a conservation easement held by the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation. This easement prohibits all uses in a designated riparian 
zone other than those specifically allowed as consistent with the purposes 
of the easement. TNC 

CODE 040.00 Land Use 

2 

Find another corridor less populated than the beautiful bosque wilderness 
empire. San Antonio has become the dog-catch-all…light polluted…let's 
start a new project….satellite to Socorro. STOP this and let our village 
retain its charm 

18 

I have owned 38.58 AC in Cascabel, Arizona since 1983. The BLM and 
The Nature Conservancy approached me years ago, they thought my 
little place there in Cascabel was an important "link" in the Hot Springs 
Canyon Wildlife Corridor. They encouraged me to have a conservation 
easement put in place. They paid me a considerable sum, in return, I am 
supposed to see that the area is preserved in perpetuity. I have given up 
many rights, including the possibility of subdividing and many other 
options I once had. This is why the word, "encumbered" is used to 
describe the legal restrictions that have been imposed on my property. 
Other agencies who found this immediate area of Cascabel to be valuable 
and to be worth preserving are: The USF and WS, who has an ongoing 
"Partners for Wildlife" project, and the NRCS, who has an ongoing 
"Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program" on my 38.58 acre property. These 
agencies want the area to remain undisturbed.  

21/454 

I am against the construction/location of transmission lines. The 
transmission line should not traverse and destroy pristine land. Enough is 
enough! This nation does not need more wires across the open spaces. 

22 

We, who have visited the Klondyke/Aravaipa Canyon frequently and for 
a long time and many of whom have family ties here, do protest the 
construction and operation of 2 parallel 500 kilovolt transmission lines 
through the area. The project would greatly affect the unique wildlife as 
well as the lifestyles of humans living and visiting here.  

27 

I and others are against this project if any of the BLM managed Public 
Lands in Sierra County are to become restricted or withdrawn from any 
and all present or future mining activities.  

33 

Over the last ten years we've completed an extensive, collaborative 
conservation planning effort throughout the state (and globally) – our 
ecoregional conservation analyses – designed to identify areas where TNC 
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appropriate land use planning and management is critical to the 
conservation of natural resources. ARIZONA SPECIFIC COMMENTS 
*Avoid impacts through identification of alternate corridors. Materials 
on the SunZia web site show that the study corridor previously included 
the Tucson basin, but we could find no indication of why it was dropped. 
We strongly suggest consideration of additional routes to connect the 
Winchester and Tortolita substations while avoiding the Galiuro 
Mountains and north-south alignments in the Lower San Pedro River 
Valley. A preferable alternative would be to use the existing 345 kV 
alignment from Vail to the Winchester Substation. *Expand definition of 
avoidance areas to include other lands managed for conservation. The 
map accompanying this letter shows additional lands in the Lower San 
Pedro watershed that have been acquired, designated or leased for 
conservation purposes that should be avoided.  

59 

Please reconsider the change in natural surrounding landscape, the 
change in work environment for local ranchers, and especially any lines 
that will pass closely to the homes they have occupied for many, many 
years. 

62/64/74 

I personally treasure and enjoy this wilderness get-away and am very 
much in objection to the idea of putting in power lines. This would be a 
devastating impact on this rural land we should be preserving. 

95 

Walton International Group, Inc., is one of the largest landowners in 
Pinal County, Arizona, and is currently in the process of planning tens of 
thousands of acres in and around Eloy, Arizona for mixed use 
development including residential, commercial, office and industrial 
uses. Many of Walton's planned developments are within the Project's 
study area and as such Walton has been watching the Project carefully. 
For the last several years Walton has worked closely with Pinal County, 
the City of Eloy, and the Arizona State Land Department to plan for the 
successful and orderly development of the region and while Walton 
welcomes the Project, it is important that the Project be sited to have the 
least possible disruptive impact on the plans of the jurisdictions through 
which it passes. Any alignment west of the Picachos would directly 
conflict with the present and future urban core of the City of Eloy. 
Alignments east of the Picachos will remove any potential impacts on 
urban revitalization, street widening, attraction of businesses, and many 
other components that are integral to the City's future. 

113 

Allowing these large electric transmission lines on the adjacent BLM 
lands on the proposed line route will have a profound and long-lasting 
negative impact for those who visit Coronado National Forest and the 
Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area and live in the surrounding Gila 
Valley communities.  

129 

Please do not just put a transmission line in without looking at other 
possible options, considering the impact on the birds and the surrounding 
farm land and taking into consideration the loss for bird and people that 
would result if a transmission line is placed near Bosque del Apache.  

136 
Please put your lines on developed land and leave our wilderness 
pristine. 

153 

The Proposed Route (preferred Alternative) shows crossing private 
parcels of land immediately to the east, north and west of the community 
of San Antonio. Much of this land is rural farmland. The proposed rights 
of way, traffic for maintenance, etc. would be disturbing to crop 
production.  
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158 

The building of these power plants and transmission lines can negatively 
affect how people come to view their relationship to the land around 
them and how they come to feel about where the live. People who might 
find peace and pleasure in the rural views that they have will now have to 
look at large power lines cutting across their landscape. People who once 
lived in small communities will now have to unfairly share a burden of 
living under or near large power lines, mostly for cities miles and miles 
away. This seems quite unjust, and could have negative effects on 
people' s senses of well-being, peace, and basic day-to-day comfort of 
living in rural areas. The rural parts of Arizona and New Mexico should 
not have to shoulder the burden of people living in larger urban areas.  

213 

We are very much against the Aravaipa, Klondyke proposed route for the 
transmission lines. This route will have an overwhelming effect and 
distortion to a pristine unique area. There will be an increase in traffic 
endangering our animals and children. The Hugh increase in human 
activity will bring an increase in vandalism and crime. This little special 
rural area is not set up to handle this. All the increased human activity 
will have a very damaging effect on the wildlife in this special area. Thus 
the route needs to stay in an already developed area.  

217 

I am extremely opposed to all of the proposed and alternative routes. 
These same routes were previously rejected for use by the 
Tucson/Phoenix highway bypass plans last year. Furthermore, they 
violate the Pinal County Comprehensive Plan that was approved last 
year! 

225 

This beautiful place of nature is sacred grounds for Christian believers 
that come from all over the world to visit this place of wilderness and it's 
very special to us. I would hope that the plan for these power lines would 
be placed in a developed land area. I understand that there is a need to 
supply new power for the AZ and NM residents, but I am sure that there 
are other more practical options that could facilitate the proposed power 
lines. I would hope that you would re-consider where you would place 
these power line towers and allow Sunset Mountain area to remain as a 
natural wilderness where people can enjoy the creation as it has been for 
hundreds of years. 

233 

We [LeSuer Investments] and a group of additional land owners 
collectively own 16 separate tracts of land, totaling approximately 8,200 
acres as shown on Exhibit A attached hereto and referred to hereafter as 
the "Properties." The Properties are located in what will be the future 
population center for the City of Eloy, Arizona ("Eloy" or the "City"). 
Over the last few years, private land owners in the area west of the 
Picacho Mountains have worked diligently with the City and have 
expended significant time and resources in planning and obtaining 
development entitlements for master-planned communities and other 
developments in this area, including expending resources on annexations, 
general plan amendments, rezonings, development agreements and water 
and sewer master-planning. there are overlaps in the study areas as well 
as a common alignment, which we label as "Alignment A". A significant 
portion of this alignment is located on Arizona State Trust and BLM 
Land, which, as far as we are aware, is not currently being planned for 
any development. Alignment A is also the alignment preferred by many 
property owners in the Eloy area and by the City of Eloy. Co-locating the 
SunZia and TEP projects within Alignment A will have the least 
detrimental impacts on the planned developments in the area west of the 
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Picacho Mountains.  

317 

I am against the proposed route of the 500 kilovolt (kV) high-capacity 
transmission lines through the San Pedro river valley. The environmental 
impact of the line placement will not be limited to the valley's wildlife. 
There will also be a significant impact on the valley's human inhabitants. 
Many of the valley's residents live on the same land their families settled 
generations ago. New residents have relocated to the valley to appreciate 
the unique features of free flowing ground water, abundant and diverse 
wildlife, the incomparable beauty of the valley and surrounding area. The 
added value derived by the residents to their quality of life from the 
pristine nature of the valley is incalculable. Likewise the loss of value by 
placing these lines cannot be overestimated. 

322 

A great deal of work went into the Pinal [County] Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan. Please avoid putting transmission lines inside rural community 
or other specially designated areas. 

391 

Land use: The Proposed Route (Preferred Alternative) appears to cross 
private parcels of land immediately to the east, north and west of the 
community of San Antonio. Much of this land is rural farmland. The 
proposed rights of way, traffic for maintenance, etc. would disrupt crop 
production. Dropping the route southward would have most of the 
transmission line on rangeland, mitigating much of this impact. 

400 

There is a finite amount of private land in these canyons. Owners live 
and work here because of the perfect surroundings for work. Negotiate 
with others to share easements, accesses, and dedicated properties for 
utilities. We've got to pull together to get what we need to pursue 
happiness. In the meantime we must reuse property already developed 
for the general welfare. 

405 

I am a full time resident in Aravaipa Canyon. It's a pretty nice 
neighborhood. This proposed power line project is much akin to the 
recent I-10 bypass proposal. Why is it necessary to construct new mega-
projects through areas that are for the most part semi-wild and minimally 
developed when there are already power line corridors and gas line 
routes that for all intent and purpose could be expanded to accommodate 
the demand for more? The required access roads are already there. 
Upgrading a facility certainly must be more economically sound and also 
environmentally more logical? 

424 

We are against these 2 proposed power line routes through our scenic 
pristine San Pedro River Valley Watershed for the following primary 
reasons: *scarring of the landscape with roads and the visual impact of 2 
ugly power line stretching across our pristine landscape * granting legal 
access now across the land will open the door for more future power 
lines running parallel to these 2 proposed lines. 

437 

The renewable energy aspect of the transmission line connection is 
laudable and makes economic sense in the long-term. However, it is not 
environmentally sensitive if it cuts a swath of bladed land and disturbed 
habitat in areas that were preserved for their wilderness attributes.  

449 

Alternate routes that are not as populated would be a better choice, so 
there is not the added human impact. It seems like the obvious choice, to 
keep the transmission line mostly on federal or state owned property. 

459 

I live in Klondyke, AZ and have a cattle ranch there. I don't think you 
should put this transmission line through the Klondyke area. As we plan 
for the future, we need to save some undeveloped areas. 
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464 

I am a landowner of 38.58 ac in Cascabel. I bought it in 1983. The BLM 
was instrumental in helping me to secure a conservation easement there. 
I have ongoing USFWS and NRCE programs to improve wildlife 
habitats there. The government and I have made considerable 
investments to see the area remains undisturbed.  

474 

I have a ranch here in Corona. We've leased wind farms, and we feel that 
we'd rather see wind farms than subdivisions, and ranches are no longer 
sustainable anymore under agriculture. So we've got to make, you know, 
something – do something else in order to stay in business. And so we 
think that wind and renewable energies are very positive. So we're very 
much in favor of developing the wind and whatever it takes for 
transmission, wind towers, whatever it takes to do wind.  

484 

You need to chose the route for this proposed power line that will have 
the least visual presence to the smallest population. We live in an area 
where there is a significant number of homes that this proposed line 
would be very close to. And so whether the people are aware of it or not, 
they will become aware of It very soon, and you are actually going to get 
people very angry. Even though we recognize the need for the power, 
there has got to be other routes where there is less population. Even if it 
cost an extra 3 million dollars to do it, it's irrelevant. You can't do this t o 
people. We came out here and put a million dollars into a property, and 
all of a sudden there are going to be these enormous power lines very 
close. It's untenable. So remember this is the Southwest. This is still the 
wild west out here. [Vicinity of Artesia, AZ]  

512 

With all the public land available in the area around San Antonio, NM 
why does private land have to be a factor? Public land is for public use. 
Using the public land for the power line of SunZia is certainly using it 
for the public. 

595 

Areas to Avoid We appreciate the BLM's acknowledgment that study of 
potential impacts to sensitive resources will be necessary as part of the 
EIS process. In addition to study of these potential impacts, BLM should 
identify areas to avoid in determining proposed and alternate routes for 
SunZia. Certain places are not appropriate for large-scale transmission 
lines and certain categories of lands should be avoided. Based on their 
important natural values and potential for damage from the construction, 
use and maintenance of transmission lines, we recommend that the Draft 
EIS include a commitment to not siting proposed and alternative routes 
in the following areas on BLM lands: 
1. Wilderness Areas; 
2. Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs); 
3. National Monuments; 
4. National Conservation Areas; 
5. Other lands within BLM's National Landscape Conservation System 
(NLCS), such as Outstanding Natural Areas; 
6. National Historic and National Scenic Trails; 
7. National Wild, Scenic, and Recreational Rivers, study rivers and 
segments, and eligible rivers and segments; 
8. Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs); 
9. Special Recreation Management Areas; 
10. Threatened, endangered and sensitive species habitat, as well as 
critical cores and linkages for wildlife habitat; 
11. Citizen-proposed wilderness areas; and 
12. Other lands with wilderness characteristics. 

Wilderness 
Society 



 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project L-72 EPG 
EIS Scoping Report  April 2010 

Table L-1 Comments Summary 
ID COMMENT 

This category should also include lands that are included in pending 
legislation for designation in one of the above categories or would 
otherwise include provisions that prohibit siting of large-scale 
transmission lines. Recommendations: SunZia should not be sited in the 
categories of lands listed above. 

595 

B. Maximizing Use of Impaired Lands and Existing Infrastructure. In 
addition to avoiding ecologically-sensitive lands, we recommend that 
already impaired lands be considered first for siting SunZia. We 
appreciate BLM's commitment to prioritizing siting in these areas, as 
stated in the Federal Register Notice of Intent (NOI) – "To the extent 
feasible, the proposed route would use existing transmission line 
corridors and designated utility corridors located on Federal land." (NOI 
p. 3) Existing ROWs, degraded agricultural lands, and other already 
impacted areas provide opportunities for siting transmission lines without 
loss of other uses and values. Such sites are often close to existing 
infrastructure, which provides additional benefits. Proximity to existing 
infrastructure will minimize new road construction or major roadway 
improvements (such as paving and widening), avoiding another set of 
impacts on the public lands. Recommendations: Proposed and alternative 
routes for SunZia should specifically prioritize use of degraded lands that 
are not identified for restoration and sites with proximity to existing 
infrastructure to avoid unnecessary impacts on public lands.  

Wilderness 
Society 

597 

The proposed parallel power line easement discussed below will have an 
effective width of 1,000 feet, when one considers there is no realistic 
possibility of any functional value between the two sets of lines. It is of 
great concern to the MRGCD that this easement would carve a 1000-foot 
wide strip and bisect the bosque forest, the agricultural productive lands 
and the cultural center of this region. MRGCD 

599 

Managed agricultural crops are provided at Bosque del Apache NWR 
and the Ladd S. Gordon Waterfowl Management Area approximately 40 
miles north of the Refuge. Food and hunting management at each of 
these areas is designed to encourage daily movement between the areas 
to disperse the population of wintering cranes and snow geese and to 
reduce disease outbreak and spread.  Bosque NWR 

600 

Your analysis should reference cumulative impacts of this project along 
with other land development and human activities in this rapidly growing 
region, and address climate change and related habitat change factors. 

855 

Potential conflict with the Spaceport 
We understand that the Second Least Impact Route follows an existing 
345 kV transmission line through the Spaceport that is currently under 
construction. We trust that BLM will work with the Spaceport to avoid 
or otherwise limit to acceptable level the potential impacts to Spaceport 
operations. 

Wilderness 
Society 

CODE 041.00 Agency land management plan 

6 

Wilderness Study Areas: if the line cross at the Rio at San Antonio, it 
would plow right through two Wilderness Study Areas, starting on the 
Bosquecito (east) side of the River. This is entirely unacceptable and 
violates the spirit and intent of the Wilderness Act.  

10 

Consider the project in the context of Federal, state, and local area 
planning – specifically, on public lands along with any proposed RMP 
amendments, the DEIS must consider how the piecemeal designation of 
a new energy corridor in this area may undermine long-term planning 
given that many of the RMPs at issue are outdated 

Center for 
Biological 
Diversity 
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27 

I am a mining claim stakeholder. I and others are against this project if 
any of the BLM managed Public Lands in Sierra County are to become 
restricted or withdrawn from any and all present or future mining 
activities. 

33 

A 77,400-acre area [in vicinity of Aravaipa Canyon] including the 
canyon and its surrounding uplands are jointly managed by the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM), Arizona Game and Fish Department 
(AGFD), and The Nature Conservancy. The area includes the Aravaipa 
Canyon Wilderness, three Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACEC), and the Conservancy's Aravaipa Canyon Preserve.  
On the south end is the Muleshoe Cooperative Management Area, with 
57,500 acres jointly managed by the Bureau of Land Management, 
Forest Service, Arizona Game and Fish Department, and The Nature 
Conservancy. It includes part of the Galiuro Wilderness, Redfield 
Canyon Wilderness, and Hot Springs ACEC.  
Pima County's award-winning Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan 
identifies most of the land in the county in what is called the Middle San 
Pedro Subarea as important for protecting biological corridors, critical 
habitat, cultural resources, ranches and riparian resources. Pinal County 
has recently followed suit by adopting a County Open Space and Trails 
Master Plan. The plan identifies much of the Lower San Pedro Valley as 
open space. The Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge includes 
10 miles of Rio Grande River frontage and is a critical migratory 
stopover along the Rocky Mountain Flyway.  TNC 

90 

One of the proposed alternatives appears to run just south of the 
Aravaipa Ecosystem Management Plan (AEMP) area. The AEMP did 
not anticipate any new transmission lines and did not assess the impacts 
associated with construction of a utility line. Neither the AEMP nor the 
BLM Safford District Resource Management Plan designated the 
proposed or alternative routes as utility corridors. In fact, the lands 
between the AEMP and the Coronado National Forest (Galiuro 
Mountains) were designated for BLM acquisition due to their high 
resource values. This area is on the edge of desert bighorn sheep habitat 
and is excellent mule deer, whitetail, and javelina habitat. AZGFD 

120 

Any transmission line following the I-25 corridor and then travelling east 
into Lincoln County should be located as much as possible on or adjacent 
to DOD lands. It appears that the BLM, in its Proposed Resource 
Management Plan Revision and Final Environmental Impact Statement 
for Socorro and Catron Counties, is for the first time recommending 
designation of a utility transmission corridor. See Alternative B (the 
agency preferred alternative). Remarkably, the proposed corridor is 
shown as bisecting the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge. See 
Map 2-4. Although some alternative paths are shown in the map of the 
proposed SunZia Project, the north-south portion of the transmission line 
in New Mexico appears to follow this BLM proposed utility corridor.  

Navajo Nation 
Dept of 
Justice 

153 

The Antelope Wilderness Study Area is currently being managed 
according to Interim Guidelines; however BLM has deemed it not 
possessing all the wilderness values which would qualify it for a 
Congressionally Designated Wilderness. Due to the magnified scope of 
this project, surely Congress could grant an exception to the management 
status should it be determined that a slight eastern boundary of the WSA 
needs to be utilized for the transmission lines.  

388 The Antelope Wilderness Study Area is currently being managed 
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according to Interim Guidelines; however BLM has deemed it not 
possessing all the wilderness values which would qualify it for a 
Congressionally Designated Wilderness. Due to the magnified scope of 
this project, surely Congress could grant an exception to the management 
status should it be determined that a slight eastern boundary of the WSA 
needs to be utilized for the transmission lines. 

595 

Specific mitigation strategies and best management practices for 
transmission projects can be found in the Final PEIS for Westwide 
Energy Corridors (Chapter 2.4). 

Wilderness 
Society 

851 

The new proposed routes through the Muleshoe Ranch Cooperative 
Management Area are inconsistent with the Bureau of Land 
Management’s Safford District Resource Management Plan which 
identifies the Muleshoe as a right-of-way avoidance area. The route 
along the existing pipeline corridor through the Muleshoe should be 
avoided due to the sensitivity of Hot Springs and Bass canyons. This 
route would cross these streams in an area being actively managed for 
native fish recovery.  TNC 

CODE 042.00 Wilderness 

1 

Understanding it's natural sensitivity, the Bureau of Land Management 
has already protected this beautiful environment, the Aravaipa Canyon 
Wilderness Area, and has established a boundary within which no 
development may occur. So the proposed route just skirts this area to the 
south and an alternative route would then run the lines through the 
Aravaipa Valley, which is just southeast of the Aravaipa Canyon 
Wilderness Area. As beautiful as the protected area, this is a pristine 
valley; home to natural peace, rare serenity and unspoiled views.  

7 

I am writing to you because my grandparents live a few miles south of 
Klondyke in the beautiful wilderness of the Aravaipa Valley. For me this 
is "my most favorite place in the whole world". I love this place so much 
because of its wonderful surroundings. I love that you can see for miles 
and miles and nothing is in the way. This valley is so indescribably 
beautiful that it makes you love it even more. I understand the need for 
the SunZia Project, but it still is a wilderness area even thought it isn't 
designated as such. I know there are other routes that can be used by 
SunZia that already have existing transmission lines through them. I 
would appreciate it if you would use an alternate route instead of cutting 
through a "wilderness area". It has taken Mother Nature hundreds of 
thousands of years to create this beautiful valley, you shouldn't go and 
destroy it in a matter of months. There are very few wilderness areas left 
in Arizona without any large visible manmade structures.  

14 

As a resident of Aravaipa Canyon, I am writing you to express my strong 
opposition to the transmission line route indicated as "Proposed" by the 
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project. This route cuts through more 
than 20 miles of the Aravaipa Canyon watershed, crosses Aravaipa 
Creek on the east side of the canyon, and bisects the Aravaipa Canyon 
Wilderness administered by the Bureau of Land Management to the 
north and Galiuro Wilderness in the Coronado National Forest to the 
south. Aravaipa Creek is a perennial creek in the Sonoran Desert that 
flows through the wilderness and the area in which the APOA members 
live. Aravaipa Creek is home to two federally threatened fish species, the 
spikedace and the loach minnow, and is the only waterway in Arizona 
still to have all of its native four other fishes (longfin dace, roundtail 
chub, desert sucker, and Sonoran sucker), three bird species (yellow-
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billed cuckoo, gray hawk, and black hawk), the desert tortoise, and the 
desert bighorn sheep. In other words, Aravaipa Canyon and it's 
watershed constitute a unique environment and an ecologically sensitive 
area. In fact, the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness has been called the 
"crown jewel" of the wilderness areas administered by the BLM. 
Protection of the special aspects of this environment is a very high 
priority for APOA and the proposed transmission line route would 
threaten the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness in a number of ways. (1) The 
proposed route would cross or closely parallel Aravaipa Creek on the 
east side of the wilderness and cross the Aravaipa Creek watershed for 
much of its length. This could greatly alter water flow in the watershed 
and the creek and destroy or alter habitat important to native species. 
(2) The proposed route would block the important wildlife corridor 
between the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness and the Galiuro Wilderness in 
the Coronado National Forest.  

18 

This 500 kilovolt transmission line is not a compatible project, near this 
narrow ribbon of greenery [Cascabel area], where so many animals 
depend on it for shelter. Not only will it interfere with wildlife, it will be 
an eye sore in all of my skyscapes, landscapes and other wide angle 
views. 

33 

ARIZONA SPECIFIC COMMENTS We are concerned about the 
construction and maintenance of access roads along the transmission line 
corridor. Access roads fragment the habitat for wildlife and frequently 
become open routes for recreational off-road vehicle drivers, from which 
they can venture away into unroaded landscapes. That prospect is 
particularly troubling for any route that crosses the Galiuro Mountains, a 
region where wildlife and the human experience of wilderness have 
benefitted from the almost total lack of through roads.  
NEW MEXICO SPECIFIC COMMENTS The proposed and alternative 
transmission routes through central New Mexico will avoid crossing 
directly through the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, 
however in skirting around the actual refuge lands, the proposed and 
alternative routes will bisect the ecoregional conservation area known as 
the "Bosque Wilderness Area" (please note: this is not a federal 
designation) as identified on the attached map.  TNC 

43 

On behalf of the ranchers of the Klondyke-Aravaipa Canyon area and the 
countless others who love visiting this picturesque country, we ask that 
you would use an alternate route such as the Southern Route to run the 
proposed power lines and leave this natural habitat as it is!  

53 

Subject Proposed Aravipa-Klondyke high-tension wires I strongly 
disagree with the proposal. There has been a Southern Alternate Route 
proposed that is not through the natural areas that can so easily be 
destroyed and not replaced. Many of my friends and loved ones enjoy 
going to the Klondyke area for a retreat from manmade It necessities." 

62 

I was just informed of your proposition to erect transmission lines on a 
route that passes through the Aravaipa Canyon. I personally treasure and 
enjoy this wilderness get-away and am very much in objection to the idea 
of putting in power lines.  

70 

My family owns some property around Klondike, AZ, and I am asking 
you to please not put the 500,000 volt cables through that area. It is such 
a beautiful place, we must try to keep the wilderness the way it is. 

76 
 We see that communities along the Rio Grande are gaining better 
understanding of their relationship with the river and its natural 

Earth 
Community 
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communities, and are working to protect them. A 500 kV transmission 
line would be hugely invasive visually (we have seen them elsewhere in 
New Mexico) and would adversely impact human lives and natural 
communities in that area. 

Advocates 

109 

You did not flag exclusion areas that were located immediately adjacent 
to the project study area, such as the Aravaipa Wilderness Area and the 
Santa Teresa Wilderness Area. The flagged and unflagged wilderness 
areas in the Aravaipa region are not isolated exclusion zones, They are 
links in one of the largest and most pristine wildlife corridors left in the 
Southwest. 

115 

I humbly ask that you consider to move this project on to a more 
developed land and save this precious wilderness. This wilderness has 
many uses, one of which consist of believers from around the world, use 
as a bi-annual spiritual leave to pray and to get away from all of the city 
life and meditate on things of God. Another, is the use of the hunting 
opportunities in this specific area.  

116 

This [Aravaipa area] is a unique rural area with pristine wilderness. 
Please do not ruin this, destroy this area. There are very few undisturbed 
areas left to us Please do not trash it. Your Proposed route will destroy 
what is near and dear to many people This area is a treasure to many 
rural and urban people. Urban people need to get out in these 
undeveloped special places and we have paid dearly to get to live here. 
Don't destroy this.  

126 

I strenuously object to any routes planned through the Aravaipa Valley 
and near the Aravaipa and Santa Teresa Wildernesses. These areas are 
some of the few remaining pristine treasures, nearly untouched by 
modern man, in the Southwest. Running these lines through the Aravaipa 
region defies the conservation goals of the Renewable Energy Standards. 
It is the antithesis of "green" to construct infrastructure projects near our 
dwindling wilderness areas. As an alternative to the Aravaipa-northern 
Galiuro Mtns. route, I would urge one that already has existing access 
roads and nearer to current infrastructure corridors. Wild places need to 
be left alone. 

139 

I live 3 miles south of the town of Klondyke in the Aravaipa Valley. The 
main reason we chose to buy property this property was because of the 
beautiful view of the Aravipa Valley. This valley is one of a very few left 
in Arizona undisturbed by paved roads and large transmission lines. If 
the transmission lines were to go through the heart of the valley it would 
destroy it would destroy it because the transmission lines can be seen for 
miles up and down the valley by us who live here and those who come to 
visit the wilderness. I understand the purpose of the SunZia Project is to 
provide environmentally friendly renewable energy sources of electricity 
to urban areas. I am in favor of that as long as it does not destroy any 
more of the remanding wilderness areas we have so few of here in 
Arizona. Although the proposed route does not go through a designated 
wilderness area it does weave between 3 that are designated which are 
the Galiro Wilderness, the Aravipa Wilderness and the Santa Teresa 
Wilderness areas. The areas in-between are just as much wilderness as 
those that are designated. There are existing infrastructure corridors that 
run south of the Graham Mountain and the Galiro Wilderness area where 
it would a little longer and a little more expensive but would leave the 
pristine wilderness areas intact. 

142 We have been informed of your proposition to erect transmission lines 
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on a route that passes through the Aravaipa Canyon. This is an area we 
frequently visit for its natural habitat. These types of areas are not easily 
replaced. To those who do not visit or enjoy the desert, land like this may 
be a dime a dozen and a "who cares," but to those of us do frequent this 
area, it is beautiful. We don't want to see it ruined with power lines and 
the unhealthy effects of them! We enjoy this wilderness area, so please 
don't put in power lines. 

151 

I feel it is rather short sighted to run a new line through mountainous 
areas with no access and no existing roads, It would seem far simpler and 
cost effective to follow established ROW's. Why not follow already 
established ROWs, it seems much simpler and cost effective. And will 
not disturb boundless natural areas. 

189 

As concerning the high tension wires going through the untouched 
wilderness, I would appreciate it if the wilderness was left alone. We 
have plenty of inhabited land to use and not enough of God's creation the 
way He made it. A portion of the land this affects is sacred to a group of 
us Christians and we camp there a few times a year. We would be very 
upset if this were to ruin our special place that we hold so dear to our 
hearts. Please rethink your decision and respect that which is left of the 
wilderness.  

203 

As very, very concerned citizens we are writing to you about the 
abominable plan you have to rape and scrape your way through our 
pristine, untouched, riparian sanctuary area of Aravaipa Canyon. Please 
do not plan any more projects that involve destroying our precious land 
heritage. 

237 

Although we appreciate and favor the concept of "green power," we feel 
that the idea of routing transmission lines through environmentally 
sensitive areas will negate part of the value of green power. There are not 
that many natural, undeveloped areas remaining. Official wilderness 
areas are important and we are thankful they have been set aside to 
remain undeveloped but due to rugged terrain it is difficult for older and 
handicapped people to access. Adjoining areas are also pristine and 
should be preserved for human use and wildlife corridors as well. We 
feel that it would be a mistake to bring this project through the Galiuro 
and Aravaipa Valley areas as well as a health hazard to residents who 
love this area dearly. 

250 

I am a resident of Socorro county, and have just been made aware of the 
massive power lines that will be built to run through the Rio Grande 
valley. I cannot express how much harm this alternative would cause to 
my lifestyle, as well as the bigger, more important issues, such as 
environmental destruction of wilderness study areas (which the proposed 
path would destroy). 

254 

Objection to the Route Through the Aravaipa Wilderness Region and 
Adjacent Pristine Areas. It is unacceptable to route this project through 
the Aravaipa region wilderness areas, which include the wildlife 
connections associated with the Aravaipa, Santa Teresa, and Galiuro 
Wilderness areas, as well as the connections to the Graham Mountains. 
Much of the proposed "preferred route" in this area has never had an 
infrastructure corridor, and much of it has never even had a dirt road. 
There are alternative routes that already have the impact of roads and 
infrastructure, such as the alignment of U.S. Highway 60 or Interstate 
Highway 10. Running these power lines and the associated service road 
through the proposed regions is not necessary and is contrary to the 
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conservation aspect of the Renewable Energy Standards. It sends the 
wrong corporate and governmental message to invade our dwindling 
wilderness areas with major infrastructure projects, while claiming to 
pursue "green" goals, particularly, when alternative routes are available.  

303 

Please consider continuing the southern route along I-10 and coming 
north near highway 54. That should avoid most wilderness study areas 
and be south of the missile range as well.  

331 

The proposed 500,000 volt transmission lines running through Aravaipa 
Canyon would put a permanent visual and physical "scar" in one of our 
few remaining wilderness areas. It's hard to imagine anybody could even 
think of destroying a wilderness area with the roads, towers and lines this 
project encompasses. 

371 

The Galiuro Mountains and the San Pedro river valley are a beautiful 
wilderness. Why tear through them with transmission lines from NM to 
AZ? 

390 The lines are too close to wilderness area. 

399 
I moved into this area [Klondyke] 34 years ago. Because it is a pristine, 
beautiful wilderness area. Your proposed route would destroy all of this.  

409 

I do not want the San Pedro River Area disturbed by transmission lines. 
This area is an important corridor for wildlife. These long transmission 
lines should not be placed in wildlife areas that we need to preserve for 
the safety of animals, plants, ecoenvironment for the future. I do not 
want to see any more of our wildlands destroyed.  

412 

It is our opinion that the power lines should run along existing roads and 
highways. Stay clear of the San Pedro Valley and the beautiful Galiuros. 
If we keep using the natural areas we will soon look like NYC. There 
will be nothing natural left for wildlife or for those who love wildlife and 
nature. Why is the San Pedro Valley always targeted every time 
something new pops into someone's mind? There should be some area 
left in its natural state. 

413 

I live on the San Pedro River Valley. My husband and I along with our 
neighbors have placed over 200 acres of riparian land into permanent 
conservation. We have done this to protect and preserve one of the last 
remaining wilderness areas in the southwest. The San Pedro River is an 
important migratory path for over 4 million birds a year. We are 
concerned about the impact that this new transmission project will have 
on both the bird migration – but also all the wildlife and our pristine 
wilderness area. Unless you plan to run these new lines along the 
existing power grid and use the existing roadways to access this grid – I 
am opposed to this transmission project. 

451 

The construction of high power transmission lines in the proposed area 
would be very detrimental to the wildlife and pristine habitat. The 
ecosystem in the proposed area is extremely delicate and would be 
devastated. 

456 

I am writing in an effort to have the SunZia Project Power Lines diverted 
from the "Pristine" environmental area of the Aravaipai Valley and 
adjoining lands (e.g., Klondike-Bonita, Eureka Springs). I am strongly 
opposed to the use of this land for running power lines to further the 
cause of "green" energy. 

483 

We live in Aravaipa, and I am totally opposed to anything that will 
invade that environmentally sensitive pristine virgin land, because we 
just don't have all that many of that type of area left. And I think that it's 
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a serious mistake to put it through this area. And I am for the green 
power idea, but where they are planning to put it, to me, negates the 
value of their power. 

559 

It is unacceptable to route this project through the Aravaipa region 
wilderness areas, which include the wildlife connections associated with 
the Aravaipa, Santa Teresa, and Galiuro Wilderness areas, as well as the 
connections to the Graham Mountains. These wildlife corridors have 
been documented by the Arizona Game and Fish Commission and 
others. 

CODE 043.00 Grazing and Ranching 

5 

I am writing to you on behalf of myself, Lori Sollers My husband Bill 
Sollers and our three sons E.J. Sammy and Wyle and my parents Eddie 
and Sissie Lackner and my two brothers Tracy and Bill Lackner and my 
two sisters Georgia Luster and Kim Jeremy, not to mention my cousins 
that also have purchased a ranch here in the Klondyke/Aravaipa area, all 
being raised here in Klondyke/Aravaipa area in such beautiful country 
and a simple but very trying at times lifestyle with one road in and out of 
Klondyke to get to civilization and the necessities to sustain life, My 
families roots go back to early 1920s here in the Aravaipa/Klondyke 
area, my grandparents Harold and Kirrilla Lackner purchased the 
Fourmile Ranch then and through all the sacrifices and hard work that 
comes with ranching and living and working the land have flourished 
here for four generations, and intend on the same lifestyle for years with 
visions for the future with great pride. Myself and my husband have 
purchased a ranch here in the area as well, we are sickened by the 
thought of the transmission line proposal, not only for the impact this 
would have on the breathtaking views, but the impact on the country 
with the access roads put in for the transmission line as well, this would 
open up all the this area to all sorts of people and trouble, something that 
this area is not used to dealing with. The main topic is that impact this 
would have on our ranch with two transmission lines and a 1,000 foot 
easement through our whole ranch for this transmission line, this would 
wipe out our private property, something we have worked hard to acquire 
and to maintain, it is devastating to me, it seems much more practical to 
go where there is access and easier routes instead of placing this in such 
UNTOUCHED pristine beauty, this area is one of the most beautiful 
untouched areas in this state, this transmission line would have a 
devastating effect on not only our ranch, but my parents, my cousins and 
all of our neighboring ranchers. 

37 

My concern with this Project's proposed route through the 
Aravaipa/Galiuro area is that it is detrimental to the environment as I will 
explain. The addition of roads will bring previously unfamiliar amounts 
of traffic to the area which will include numerous off-road vehicles. This 
would result in damage to the terrain as well as the harassment of 
wildlife and stock. As has been shown in the past, signs do not prevent 
people from this destructive damage.  

59 

Today I was informed of your proposition to erect transmission lines on a 
route that passes through the Aravaipa Canyon. For the sakes of the 
ranchers and residents who work and reside there and the numerous 
people who greatly enjoy visiting this area with its rugged south-western 
beauty, I ask that you would keep the proposed lines out of this area and 
consider the Southern Route or another route that is already developed 
with access roads and so forth. Please reconsider the change in natural 
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surrounding landscape, the change in work environment for local 
ranchers, and especially any lines that will pass closely to the homes they 
have occupied for many, many years. 

62 

I was just informed of your proposition to erect transmission lines on a 
route that passes through the Aravaipa Canyon. For the sakes of the 
ranchers and residents who work and reside there and the numerous 
people who greatly enjoy visiting this area with its rugged south-western 
beauty, I ask that you would keep the proposed lines out of this area and 
consider the Southern Route or another route that is already developed 
with access roads and so forth. Not only will the power lines be an 
eyesore to the natural surrounding landscape, but a health hazard to the 
ranchers who have to work around them as they take care for their stock 
and the land their stock depends on.  

116 

Your Aravaipa, Klondyke route will work hardships on the ranching 
families. This route would cut through the heart of our ranch and destroy 
a great deal of what we have worked so hard for and endanger our 
livelihood in a tuff economic time.  

170 

We are in opposition to the placement of 500KV electrical lines thought 
the San Pedro valley contemplated by the NM SunZia project. As owners 
of approximately 5000 acres of private property and 25,000 acres of 
BLM and State lease land we feel these lines will adversely affect the 
environment, adversely affecting our cattle ranching operation, and 
greatly diminish the value of our private property. 

208 

Windmill farms should be located along ridges (more wind) and avoid 
the lower grasslands environments where habitats yield greater values for 
wildlife, grazing, and recreation (bird hunting, pronghorn herds, etc.). 

213 

We are very much against the Aravaipa, Klondyke proposed route for the 
transmission lines. This route will have an overwhelming effect and 
distortion to a pristine unique area. The proposed route will go thought 
the heart of our ranch. This will destroy our lively hood and our lives. 
We paid high dollar for this ranch Since we have worked our guts out to 
put this ranch together, It is our lively hood and our lives.  

239 

Until the late 1970s my family owned majority of the canyon from the 
west to the east end and the surrounding rim country totaling 32 sections 
of deeded land. We are the family who in fact sold the longest stretch of 
the Aravaipa to the Defenders of Wildlife, which was one of the hardest 
decisions my family had to make in the 4 generations of ranchers that I 
represent. It would be a shame to place a blemish the magnitude of a 500 
kilovolt transmission line on one of the few beautiful places left here in 
this part of the country. Surely, you must have a better alternative? 
Currently our families' down sized ranching operations, are 
headquartered near the Cottonwood Cedar Springs area and although I do 
not have specifics for your proposed placement of this line, I could only 
imagine that it will directly or indirectly affect our ranching operation or 
those of our neighbors.  

270 

I have recently learned that there are plans to locate a high voltage 
electric line corridor in the vicinity of the Bosque del Apache Wildlife 
Refuge. I am very concerned about the impacts of this corridor on the 
wildlife at the Bosque and to farmers and ranchers in the nearby 
communities.  

280 

I have learned of the proposal to put high powered power lines through 
the pristine wilderness area in the Aravaipa Canyon near Klondike AZ. I 
wish to passionately object to this proposal! To desecrate such a valuable 
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resource of natural wonder would be a crime of epic proportions! I grew 
up out there, and some of my family still reside in the area! We do not 
wish to see the march of quote modem advancements grinding their way 
across the beautiful and pristine land that provides abundant habitat for 
numerous wild life and birds, along with the ranch animals that enjoy a 
healthy alternative to a feed lot existence on the open ranges out there. 

299 

Proposed route looks like the best choice. Ranchers should be very 
carefully considered on (1) disruption of grazing (2) lose related to cattle 
being displaced by helicopter movement (3) consider gates, rights of 
way, etc. 

341 

We lease grass (grazing rights) from the BLM – will we be compensated 
from the loss of feed? Will BLM reduce our numbers Our ranch has been 
in the family since the early 1880s. It was open range and noted on maps 
as Vacant Land. Fences came into play before there was a state of New 
Mexico or the BLM. Our family has worked hard to be good stewards. 
This transmission line will do immeasurable damage. 

361 

Land use: The Proposed Route (Preferred Alternative) appears to cross 
private parcels of land immediately to the east, north and west of the 
community of San Antonio. Much of this land is rural farmland. The 
proposed rights of way, traffic for maintenance, etc. would disrupt crop 
production. Dropping the route southward would have most of the 
transmission line on rangeland, mitigating much of this impact.  

393 

Enclosed is a copy of a map that shows the boundary of the Conservation 
Easement and the boundary of property owned by Ancha Cattle Co. Also 
enclosed is a copy of the first page of the Deed of Conservation 
Easement that specifies the desire and intent of the Conservation 
Easement. I request that the intent of the Conservation Easement would 
be honored as plans are made to construct the SunZia power transmission 
line. The area presently under consideration for the construction of the 
East Substation includes much of the area in the Conservation Easement 
of Ancho Cattle Co. The construction of the substation or the 
construction of the power line on the Conservation Easement property 
would be a violation of the intent of the Conservation Easement.  

403 

We are in the cattle ranching and hunting business here in Aravaipa 
canyon. We understand your line would be coming across our ranch. We 
are very much against this project. We moved to this area because of its 
remoteness. Cattle ranching and guiding are hard enough in this area we 
sure don't need any more human activity. 

407 

I am against this project. I visit this area and it will change the 
environment there dramatically. It will disturb the ranchers in the area 
and increase unwanted traffic (maintenance vehicles etc.).  

480 

Basically in favor of it [Project]. Need more information on where the 
lines will be going, the impact on livestock and the amount of water that 
will be used, if they need it, for construction or if hydrothermal is 
involved, geothermal. And the time frame seems appropriate, yet we 
need to keep information in the pipeline so producers [ranchers] can stay 
informed. 

486 

I have a ranch out by Frey Mesa just south of Thatcher and Safford. And 
it looks like the line, one proposed line is trying to go through my ranch 
maybe five miles. And I don't agree with this. The reason I don't agree is 
because I feel we already have power lines through the ranch that are 
kind of where you could use them and still stay on the main power line 
road. If you make new roads in to build a power line it will cause side 
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roads off of it. And the damage we're having from four wheelers over 
here already, we're having extreme vandalism and it's ruining a lot of the 
country. 

602 

The land owner of Bayless and Berkalew Co., [San Pedro River Valley] 
is hereby on the public record as being unwilling to grant a right of way 
to SunZia Southwest for this project across private lands and hereby 
states that such a project on nearby state lands would severely negatively 
impact our ability to continue our ranching and farming business of over 
125 years.  

632 

We use our BLM land [Socorro County] for grazing cattle and I do not 
feel that the two are compatible, therefore I am totally opposed to your 
project.  

641 

We feel the construction of a line this size would seriously impact native 
grasses and brush for years to come and limit on grazing operations over 
the long term.  

656 

My family owns a farm just north of the highway 380 in San Antonio, 
New Mexico. These power lines would damage the fields of cultivation 
as well as the cattle we graze on the fields in winter months. 

760 

I feel that the best use of this ranch land is to grow grass for livestock 
feed. If the infrastructure of these transmission lines come across this 
ranch needing 1,000 feet right of ways for two (2) identical structures for 
a length of 15 miles, this would deplete the ranch of six (6) square miles 
of grass.  

CODE 044.00 Private Lands/Property Values 

5 

The main topic is that impact this would have on our ranch with two 
transmission lines and a 1,000 foot easement through our whole ranch for 
this transmission line, this would wipe out our private property, 
something we have worked hard to acquire and to maintain, it is 
devastating to me, it seems much more practical to go where there is 
access and easier routes instead of placing this in such UNTOUCHED 
pristine beauty, this area is one of the most beautiful untouched areas in 
this state, this transmission line would have a devastating effect on not 
only our ranch, but my parents, my cousins and all of our neighboring 
ranchers. 

18 

AZ. I have owned 38.58 AC in Cascabel, Arizona since 1983. I am 
vehemently opposed to this particular alternative route, not if it goes 
through the Cascabel area. I've experienced firsthand, damage that can 
occur during periodic "maintenance". I have an ulterior motive for being 
against this particular proposed alternative route. I am a Natural History 
Cinematographer, I've filmed for National Geographic TV, The 
Discovery Channel and the BBC (Planet Earth series). I make a living 
filming wildlife. This 500 kilovolt transmission line is not a compatible 
project, near this narrow ribbon of greenery, where so many animals 
depend on it for shelter. Not only will it interfere with wildlife, it will be 
an eye sore in all of my skyscapes, landscapes and other wide angle 
views. (shots) This project could affect my livelihood. 

45 

I was just informed of your proposition to erect transmission lines on a 
route that passes through the Aravaipa Canyon. For the sakes of the 
ranchers and residents who work and reside there and the numerous 
people who greatly enjoy visiting this area with its rugged south-western 
beauty, I ask that you would keep the proposed lines out of this area and 
consider the Southern Route or another route that is already developed 
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with access roads and so forth. Residents are also concerned that the 
lines will pass too closely to the homes that they have occupied for 
many, many years. 

59 

Today I was informed of your proposition to erect transmission lines on a 
route that passes through the Aravaipa Canyon. Please reconsider the 
change in natural surrounding landscape, the change in work 
environment for local ranchers, and especially any lines that will pass 
closely to the homes they have occupied for many, many years. 

78 

Additionally many San Antonio residents will experience decreased 
property values as their views of the once-majestic Rio Grande Valley 
will feature giant transmission lines and poles. 

81 

My other concern is for riparian areas near the lines. One of the medley 
of lines proposed through the San Pedro valley takes advantage of an 
existing right of way for a lower power transmission line. That right of 
way goes through a fair amount of private property, including mine. 
Neither my neighbors nor I relish the idea of looking up and seeing a 
huge power structure! However, it is part of the bigger picture of private 
land being near riparian corridors, and riparian corridors attract a lot of 
wildlife. Is the plan to condemn our property or just decrease its 
attractiveness and monetary value? 

95 

Existing residents, currently planned residential developments, and 
proposed future residential developments are prevalent in Eloy, 
particularly near the Picacho Mountains. Any route located west of the 
Picachos would have a far greater environmental impact on present and 
future dwellings than the relatively miniscule environmental impact of an 
alignment east of the Picachos. 

96 

Not all of us want to live our lives surrounded by ribbons of asphalt, 
stressed out by diesel exhaust emitting trucks grinding by our homes 
twenty four/seven, or even in the shadow of high tension power lines. 
This valley has been visited and treasured by people from all over the 
world for its remoteness and natural beauty. Now many of its residents, 
old and new, permanent and part time, are alarmed and becoming 
indignant about proposals to invade this peaceful place and our space, 
first with a truck route freeway, followed by a transmission power line. 
We feel that our choices to live quiet lives here are threatened because 
unidentified entities seem to find it feasible and economically attractive 
to turn the remaining pristine areas of Graham County into just one more 
place on the way to urbanization and exploitation. 

138 

We invested in acreage in Aravaipa Klondyke with hopes of a beautiful, 
peaceful retirement home. We are hoping that you will not put the two 
500,000 volt transmission lines anywhere NEAR the Klondyke/Aravaipa 
pristine wilderness area. PLEASE put it somewhere where the 
infrastructure already exists? 

139 

I live 3 miles south of the town of Klondyke in the Aravaipa Valley. The 
main reason we chose to buy property this property was because of the 
beautiful view of the Aravipa Valley. This valley is one of a very few left 
in Arizona undisturbed by paved roads and large transmission lines. If 
the transmission lines were to go through the heart of the valley it would 
destroy it would destroy it because the transmission lines can be seen for 
miles up and down the valley by us who live here and those who come to 
visit the wilderness. 

170 
We are in opposition to the placement of 500KV electrical lines thought 
the san Pedro valley contemplated by the NM SunZia project. As owners 
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of approximately 5,000 acres of private property and 25,000 acres of 
BLM and State lease land we feel these lines will adversely affect the 
environment, adversely affecting our cattle ranching operation, and 
greatly diminish the value of our private property. 

199 

I sincerely hope that the planned transmission line doesn't run through 
the San Pedro River Valley in Cascabel. As a Cascabel land owner, I 
value the pristine environment and wildlife of the area. 

213 

We are very much against the Aravaipa, Klondyke Proposed route for the 
transmission lines. This route will have an overwhelming effect and 
distortion to a pristine unique area. The proposed route will go through 
the heart of our ranch. This will destroy our lively hood and our lives. 
We paid high dollar for this ranch Since we have worked our guts out to 
put this ranch together, It is our lively hood and our lives. Please don't 
destroy this by the stock of a pen. Chose an alternate route. 

234 

I would prefer that the power line NOT parallel 191 but be installed 
parallel to I-10 and skirt Mt. Graham on the western side. Place the 
power line near Stockton Rd would be unacceptable due to the proximity 
to homes as well as a monastery which was built on land that is intended 
for peace, quiet and its desert beauty. No one who travels 191 wants to 
see that power line. 

238 

The best route in Southern and Central New Mexico would be along the 
White Sands Missile Range border. Crossing the Rio Grande near New 
Mexico Highway 380 will ADVERSELY IMPACT many established 
homes, farms, and ranches near the communities of San Antonio and 
Bosquecito by: 
a. Temporarily disrupting lives during construction, 
b. Permanently taking rights of way, and 
c. Physical proximity to homes of large power lines and towers. 

239 

My name is Terry Salazar Knox and I live in Safford Arizona. My great 
grandfather was one of the earliest pioneers to settle in the beautiful 
Aravaipa Canyon around 1865. Until the late 1970s my family owned 
majority of the canyon from the west to the east end and the surrounding 
rim country totaling 32 sections of deeded land. We are the family who 
in fact sold the longest stretch of the Aravaipa to the Defenders of 
Wildlife, which was one of the hardest decisions my family had to make 
in the 4 generations of ranchers that I represent. It would be a shame to 
place a blemish the magnitude of a 500 kilovolt transmission line on one 
of the few beautiful places left here in this part of the country. Surely, 
you must have a better alternative? Currently our families' down sized 
ranching operations, are headquartered near the Cottonwood Cedar 
Springs area and although I do not have specifics for your proposed 
placement of this line, I could only imagine that it will directly or 
indirectly affect our ranching operation or those of our neighbors. 

244 

We have spent our entire lives building our home and property to raise 
our children in a safe environment. The proposed route for these lines 
runs practically over our house [Pima/Cluff Ranch, AZ]. We have a great 
concern about the known EMF/cancer links. We are close to retirement 
and plan on our children living on our ranch after we are gone. This 
project, if built as it is proposed now, will totally destroy the lives of my 
wife, children, grandchildren, etc. I would really like to see an alternate 
route implemented. 

245 
We have 3,400 acres private ground and 15,000 state land on 4-Mile 
Ranch [Willcox, AZ]. We have solar panels, metal water tanks, piston 
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pumps on water lines to push to different troughs. Also about six miles of 
water lines 200-p.s.i. This would ruin the value of our ranch. 

256 

I recently in great dismay learned of this plan to put power lines through 
our canyon. My family resides along the planned route for this health 
hazard, and I hope to retire in this area. This canyon has long been 
valued for its wilderness area and natural appearance. Please do not ruin 
Klondyke and the surrounding areas for those who live and vacation 
there. 

264 

Also are you guys going to buy up our property if we are in the way? 
What happens if our property is just outside of the way? I wish the line 
would go down along the Whites Sands property instead of along 380 in 
San Antonio. The area will lose its tourism appeal with a hulking power 
line in it. Power lines reduce property value. I have lived under them 
many years when I was too poor to rent a better place. 

281 

Opposed. I am a property owner and concerned about the proximity to 
my land. My family lives here and I am not in favor of this proposed 
corridor. It would cause my view and property values to decline. 

284 

Opposed! As a homeowner directly affected by this line I am strongly 
opposed. The line goes directly over my home and my family's health 
and happiness will be ruined. I bought the property for the view and 
remoteness of the site. 

314 

Wires that hum are the worst part of electrical transmission – the hum 
warns of danger. A good thing most of the time. However, people who 
have houses next to the wires suffer stress and from Electromagnetic 
Frequency pollution. Animals can move away and usually do, except for 
the lower ones. And plants and fish are especially vulnerable if they are 
the highly specialized types. Therefore considerable planning needs to be 
done to protect the health, welfare, and property values near these lines. 

323 I don't want to give up any more of my land for these poles [Arizona]. 

340 

I am writing in regard to the proposed transmission power line to be 
build close to Deming by SunZia Transmission. My property joins 
Solano Rd on the North. Recently I have entered into negotiations with a 
home builder to possibly sell my property (which is a 75 acre farm) to 
him. However, if the transmission line was to follow Solano Road the 
value of my property would drop greatly. No one would want a house 
very close to that line. My request is that you please select one of the 
other sites to put this line. The city has already begun the extension of 
water and sewer lines along Solano road. Therefore I am expecting to 
sell my property for agree price. A power line across, or near, my 
property would certainly lower the price of my property. 

341 

Our ranch has been in the family since the early 1880s. It was open range 
and noted on maps as Vacant Land. Fences came into play before there 
was a state of New Mexico or the BLM. Our family has worked hard to 
be good stewards. This transmission line will do immeasurable damage. 
It was apparent at the meeting that approximately 80% of the people 
there would not have land affected by the transmission lines. So basically 
should have no input. If a person chooses not to have wind generators on 
their property then, then they should not be required to furnish 
transmission lines tearing up the land, and ruining the view. The people 
that will have deeded land in the path of the lines and they should not be 
required to furnish transmission they do not want them, will they be 
taken anyway by eminent domain? That is a big issue. 
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345 

Your proposal to build windmills and power lines through southern 
Arizona is just plain wrong. I bought 36 acres in the Eureka Springs 
Ranch near Willcox and Safford, Arizona and it is so clean and beautiful 
right now. I do not want you to screw it up for the pleasure of the idiots 
that live in California. Let them build more windmills over there. When 
you drive the southern route to the Los Angeles area and you go through 
the area where they have all the thousands of windmills it makes you 
want to puke. Don't ruin my land for the pleasure of others. I paid for it 
with hard earned money and it is mine. 

347 

If the county road 153 route is continued south across the Armendaris 
Ranch it would bypass the entire population of San Antonio and all the 
attendant lawsuits that are sure to arise from crossing numerous privately 
owned plots of land. The Armendaris Ranch is a business enterprise 
experienced at dealing with other large enterprises. Large entities can 
more easily deal with each other as opposed to one entity dealing with 50 
private landowners. It is true that the Armendaris Ranch owner is a 
shrewd businessman, but he is also a supporter of alternative energy. It is 
unlikely that the construction of two 500 kv power transmission lines 
running through their property or within their line of vision will take 
place without numerous protests. 

361 

The Proposed (or preferred) route crosses very valuable private farm and 
urban land in the San Antonio area and would have significant impact, 
environmentally, socially, visually, and economically. The land in the 
San Antonio area is becoming increasingly used for residences, and most 
people do not care to look at a view of high voltage transmission lines 
and towers, nor do they care to live near them. Property values will 
decline in the immediate area and few people will want to live next to a 
high voltage transmission line. 

372 

I have noticed this project is proposed to be implemented on private land, 
and access roads would need to be made. Also, service roads for the 
project would have to be made. I understand that there are alternate 
routes that can be used that access and service roads are already in place. 
I don't think that intruding on private land is the solution when other 
routes are available. 

377 

I am a homeowner in the Klondyke area. I am opposed to having the 
location of the transmission line running thru this area. I bought my 
property to get out of the city life and power lines. I plan on retiring in 
this area in a few years and would rather not have transmission lines 
ruining the beauty of the surrounding mountains and landscape. 

384 
I can tell you that a electric power project in this area in my opinion 
would spark off a building boom around the whole entire area. 

388 

The plan needs to address the social and economic impacts of nearby 
transmission lines to members of the public. Property values will decline 
in the immediate area and few people will want to live next to a high 
voltage transmission line. The southern route along WSMR would have 
virtually no social or economic impacts to humans. 

393 

Enclosed is a copy of a map that shows the boundary of the Conservation 
Easement and the boundary of property owned by Ancha Cattle Co. Also 
enclosed is a copy of the first page of the Deed of Conservation 
Easement that specifies the desire and intent of the Conservation 
Easement. I request that the intent of the Conservation Easement would 
be honored as plans are made to construct the SunZia power transmission 
line. The area presently under consideration for the construction of the 
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East Substation includes much of the area in the Conservation Easement 
of Ancho Cattle Co. The construction of the substation or the 
construction of the power line on the Conservation Easement property 
would be a violation of the intent of the Conservation Easement. As a 
general request, I hope that the location of substation and power line 
would be secluded as possible from the view from public roads and 
private homes. 

395 

It appears that your power transmission lines are through our private 
property. We purchased 6+ acres in Dec. 2007 because of remote area, 
NOT contaminated with many construction or utilities. And we prefer it 
as such. We are against this project. 

396 

Own approximately 2,400 contiguous acres surveyed and approved for 
sub-dividing into plus or minus 160 acre parcels. Would be concerned 
about visual issues. Land is basically south and west of Mule Shoe ranch. 

400 

Your plans should include using every available inch of established 
easements and accesses and then get the property next to it. There is a 
finite amount of private land in these canyons [Willcox, AZ]. What is the 
financial impact on the ranchers? (you like meat) How much land do 
they lose before the herd has to be trimmed? What happens to the value 
of property? Owners live and work here because of the perfect 
surroundings for work. Almost all jobs out here are also nonrenewable. 
People won't do these jobs in the future. Negotiate with others to share 
easements, accesses, and dedicated properties for utilities. We've got to 
pull together to get what we need to pursue happiness. 

403 

We are in the cattle ranching and hunting business here in Arivaipa 
canyon. We understand your line would be coming across our ranch. We 
are very much against this project. We moved to this area because of its 
remoteness. Cattle ranching and guiding are hard enough in this area we 
sure don't need any more human activity. Also having to look at this line 
would be bad enough. This could be very disruptive to our business, and 
our way of life. 

408 

The Aravaipa Valley is a pristine area and should stay like that for years 
to come. We don't want to see wind power which will spoil the view and 
destroy this valley. The property value will drop because nobody wants 
to live next to power lines and have this view. 

413 

I live on the San Pedro River Valley. My husband and I along with our 
neighbors have placed over 200 acres of riparian land into permanent 
conservation. We have done this to protect and preserve one of the last 
remaining wilderness areas in the southwest. The San Pedro River is an 
important migratory path for over 4 million birds a year. We are 
concerned about the impact that this new transmission project will have 
on both the bird migration – but also all the wildlife and our pristine 
wilderness area. Unless you plan to run these new lines along the 
existing power grid and use the existing roadways to access this grid – I 
am opposed to this transmission project. 

418 

I own a private air strip in the San Pedro Valley near milepost 22 on the 
Cascabel Road. It is currently operated as a private airport, but it has a 
special use permit issued by Cochise County that would allow air park or 
commercial air operations. (The permit was originally obtained for an air 
park development; the airport was public until 2003.) Construction of 
high-capacity power transmission lines, especially within 3-4 miles of 
the Cascabel Road, would seriously endanger air traffic in and out of the 
air strip, and would substantially lower the value of my property and the 
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special use permit associated with it.  

419 

We strongly oppose this project. It will adversely impact the San Pedro 
River watershed no matter which route is taken. We are property owners 
in the area and do not want our quality of life along the San Pedro River 
destroyed. 

429 

I live in the San Pedro Valley off of Gamex Road. The existing power 
line cross my land and are visually not very pretty but to erect 160' tall 
towers? These would be visually obscene and totally destroy the value of 
my property not to mention destroy the natural beauty of an almost 
pristine area of land. Also I'm not pleased with health hazards I've heard 
about – and ROWs 1,000' wide that would eat up a huge amount of 
property (the lower portion of my land) if in fact it follows existing 
carrier lines (wood poles) 

430 

I own property in Benson, AZ. Legal description and NE quarter of NE 
quarter of section 18 township 16 south range 20 east of the Gila and Salt 
river base and meridian Cochise County, AZ. My property consists of 40 
acres. Address for mobile home located on property is 2145 N. 
Jackrabbit Trail, Benson, AZ 85602. I do not want the proposed 
transmission lines to run through my property. 

446 

The least amount of impact to the environment would occur if the 
transmission line were to cross near Derry, New Mexico and proceed 
east through BLM property and then north through the White Sands 
Missile Range. By crossing at Derry, you will not encounter any 
endangered species and critical habitat issues. Also this crossing would 
have the least impact on homes because they are so sparse in this area. A 
power line of this magnitude through the Small Town of San Antonio 
would severely impact the living environment of the residents. 

460 

The currently proposed alternative route through the San Pedro River 
valley is a very poor and destructive choice for the SunZia transmission 
lines. Many people living in this area would lose their homes, their land 
and their livelihood. 

462 

My husband and I spent our savings for the down payment on 80 acres in 
the Aravaipa Valley to eventually build our dream home on – and to 
retire on this beautiful land. We highly object to your proposed path for 
the SunZia project. 
We purchase the land due to the incredible views and untouched desert. 
Please do not ruin our plans and dreams when you have alternate paths 
thru existing high tension line routes (your southernmost alternative 
shown on your maps). 
This was our life savings and our dreams for the future. Please leave our 
Aravaipa Valley untouched. 

475 

I'm the president of Frio Ridge. We are a landowner association in 
northern Curry County and southern Quay County, representing 127 
landowners and 177,000 acres. I am also the chairman of the Coalition of 
Renewable Energy Landowner Association, representing 52 million 
acres and 2,000 landowners through eastern New Mexico. We've got a 
lot of – like I said, we have 2,000 landowners, nearly 2 million acres. 
We've got a lot of prime land that 's available for wind development. We 
just need a transmission line to move it, and we'd like to see SunZia 
consider our area, consider expanding out from Ancho and Bingham, 
wherever their terminus is. 

476 
I live at Corona, and our ranch is under lease to Shell for wind – under an 
option. And so we're very much in favor of this project. It's good for our 
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community. It's good for our county. It's good for our schools. 

478 

My name is Paul Henry. I'm one of the directors of Windmill Ranches, 
which is north of here, and just right across from Ancho. We have 18,000 
acres, 326 lots, people that – you know, it's not fully developed, just 
some people live out there. Maybe 20 people live out there right now, 20 
homes. Other people are building as we speak. There are people that live 
all over the United States, when they retire or whatever, they'll come and 
build out there. But the biggest concern is – if you got that before about 
the views, the other concern is the noise, if there's any noise. 

488 

I support the concept of putting the new line on public lands as much as 
possible, particularly north and west of Deming. By doing so, you stay 
off of my private land. 

512 
With all the public land available in the area around San Antonio, NM 
why does private land have to be a factor?  

516 

I have property in NM at the Windmill Ranches Subdivision located in 
Lincoln county at Ancho. It would be a huge mistake to run these power 
lines through the ranch as it is a subdivision and many people are 
interested in living there. If the lines were to go through the ranch it 
would lower property values as well as ruin our views. 

698 
We own lot # 270 at Windmill Ranches near Ancho, NM and are 
concerned that the state will exercise the option of emminent domain. 

878 

Since I am a retired, handicapped widow, will owners be compensated 
for the adverse affects of the project in our development? Will owners be 
relocated to other areas which are safer? 

CODE 045.00 Access 

1 

Transmission lines and their accompanying maintenance road would 
irreversibly change this [Aravaipa] valley's environmental stability. 
Hunters, whose number already seem too high for nature to support in 
this valley, would use the maintenance roads to gain access to the 
presently threatened and dwindling wildlife population (long time valley 
residents report regularly seeing herds of up to one hundred deer at a 
time, years ago. With 1000 hunting permits issued for the valley 
annually, it is now a rare treat to see deer at all. The absence of Gambel's 
Quails quantities has vastly increased insect population). Recreational 
quads and 4x4 vehicle's tires would tear at the silty, powdery-sand 
terrain; their tires would foster erosion and carve trails that would 
permanently scar the land, and forevermore serve to invite more off-
roaders to use the area. Unleashing increased human traffic would result 
in discarded trash and debris, adding to the power-line visual pollution 
and off-roader noise pollution. 

5 

Myself and my husband have purchased a ranch here in the area as well, 
we are sickened by the thought of the transmission line proposal, not 
only for the impact this would have on the breathtaking views, but the 
impact on the country with the access roads put in for the transmission 
line as well, this would open up all the this area to all sorts of people and 
trouble, something that this area is not used to dealing with. 

10 

Moreover, the DEIS must adequately consider the significant impacts 
caused by fragmentation of existing habitat due to the proposed line as 
well as the roads that would be put in place for construction and 
maintenance of the line.  

Center for 
Biological 
Diversity 

33 
We are concerned about the construction and maintenance of access 
roads along the transmission line corridor. Access roads fragment the TNC 



 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project L-90 EPG 
EIS Scoping Report  April 2010 

Table L-1 Comments Summary 
ID COMMENT 

habitat for wildlife and frequently become open routes for recreational 
off-road vehicle drivers, from which they can venture away into 
unroaded landscapes. That prospect is particularly troubling for any route 
that crosses the Galiuro Mountains, a region where wildlife and the 
human experience of wilderness have benefitted from the almost total 
lack of through roads. Our experience with land management has shown 
that putting fences and gates across utility access roads is ineffective – 
replacing locks and rebuilding gates have become frequent events for our 
preserve managers. The proposed route, crossing the Galiuros near their 
north end, would thus have an unintended effect of significantly 
increasing off-road travel near and through our Aravaipa Canyon 
Preserve. We recognize that some transmission towers can be installed 
with helicopters, and we encourage that practice. Enough aerial 
placements would need to be done to avoid creating new travel routes in 
conservation lands. Linear disturbance features such as utility corridors 
become avenues for the spread of invasive plant species. This can be 
minimized by prompt revegetation, but subsequent new disturbance, such 
as maintenance of an access route, reopens that avenue. 

36 

I oppose SunZia's proposed route for their transmission lines that will run 
through the Aravaipa Valley. This area should be avoided because it is a 
pristine environment. It is one of the few areas left in the State of 
Arizona that is still wild. At the moment there are few people and very 
little development. Because of this wildlife can move freely through their 
natural corridors and live undisturbed lives in their natural habitats. The 
construction of this transmission line would severely alter this 
environment. The new roads built alongside the lines would make easy 
access for many more people to invade this unique environment. 

37 

My concern with this Project's proposed route through the 
Aravaipa/Galiuro area is that it is detrimental to the environment as I will 
explain. The addition of roads will bring previously unfamiliar amounts 
of traffic to the area which will include numerous off-road vehicles. This 
would result in damage to the terrain as well as the harassment of 
wildlife and stock. As has been shown in the past, signs do not prevent 
people from this destructive damage. This increased influx translates into 
destroying the productive harmony of our future generations' enjoyment 
of nature and wildlife.  

81 

The broader concern is that should these transmission lines be built in 
lieu of locally generated power, that they not disrupt wildlife. It is 
obvious that the process of construction will have a bad, if temporary, 
effect. Roads, encouraging ORV'ers and hunters in locations previously 
inaccessible, will have a bad effect. 

90 

The Department opposes any route that follows the San Pedro River 
Valley and the FourMile Creek area between the Galiuro and Aravaipa 
Wildernesses which is currently undeveloped. The Department has 
identified an important wildlife corridor between the Galiuros and 
Aravaipa to connect bighorn sheep habitat in that area. If the 
Aravaipa/Galiuros route is chosen, the line should be installed without 
creating any new roads. Even without roads, the transmission line will 
impact this pristine, unfragmented habitat. The last couple of alternative 
routes pass through Sulphur Springs valley which supports a variety of 
wildlife such as pronghorn, Ornate box turtles, and Sandhill cranes. Any 
new roads, as well as the power line would have impacts on those 
species, especially Sandhill cranes which use fields in the valley and are AZGFD 
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known to collide with power lines. Further north in the Aravaipa Valley, 
the power line would create new roads through quality mule deer and 
javelina habitat. 

92 

I would ask that consideration be given to indirect impacts, such as 
project site access becoming temporary or permanent access points for 
unauthorized access by the public and off-road vehicle use. As is 
typically the case on leases granted on State Trust lands, creation of 
access points in biologically sensitive areas leads to degradation of 
natural drainage and plant communities. Every effort should be made to 
prevent creating unintentional access points into this area [San Pedro 
River Valley]. Pima County 

96 

One of our primary concerns about the power transmission line proposal 
is that any right of way that is cleared under the lines may soon become 
trails for ATVs. We think the potential downsides of that possibility 
should be considered. A cleared right of way would probably be used by 
some people as a way to get into formerly inaccessible back country. 
From experience, some of us realize that kind of ATV traffic could 
translate into further damaged grasslands, increased erosion, and a likely 
accelerated decline of the deer and javelina populations as well as 
increased stress on other wildlife. Some of us have been observing this 
decline from the perspective of a near-lifetime. In just the past thirty five 
years we have witnessed nightly herds of deer, seen in the evening in 
nearby fields, decline from counts of about 80 to 0-10. We formerly saw 
80 to 100 javelinas cross the road in one group. Now we seldom see 
three or four together and usually none at all. Every year some hunters 
ask us, "Where are the deer?" and they add, "we can't find any." We 
think, "neither will anyone else" if current trends continue. When hunters 
are free to roam formerly inaccessible back country, where will a buck 
survive long enough to breed, let alone grow to his prime? 

110 

I have lived in Arizona from more than 30 years. One of the reasons that 
I choose to live in the Southwest was the access to Wilderness areas for 
hiking. If we allow ourselves to put power line through them they will no 
longer be the valuable resource that they are now. I am horrified that 
such a plan could be suggested through Arivipa Canyon and other areas. 
These lines will have to have roads to service them so why not run them 
where there are roads already like I-10. 

146 

For the sakes of the ranchers and residents who work and reside there 
and the numerous people who greatly enjoy visiting this area with its 
rugged south-western beauty, I ask that you would keep the proposed 
lines out of this area and consider the Southern Route or another route 
that is already developed with access roads and so forth. 

190 

Providing the impetus for non-polluting, renewable energy sources is the 
correct approach but it is only half of the solution. To then transport this 
energy 460 miles across state lines not only presents an eyesore, but is 
harmful to wildlife. And it isn't just birds which are affected. Access 
points, maintenance and the various human activity necessary to install 
and maintain these types of things fragments habitats. 

213 

We are very much against the Aravaipa, Klondyke Proposed route for the 
transmission lines. We fear the impact from the size of the project but 
also the impact of the huge easement and road. A road like that will 
increase human activity immensely. There will be an increase in traffic 
endangering our animals and children. The Hugh increase in human 
activity will bring an increase in vandalism and crime. This little special 
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rural area is not set up to handle this. One of the greatest trophy white 
areas is in the path of this proposed route. All the increased human 
activity will have a very damaging effect on the wildlife in this special 
area. 

242 

I suggest using existing corridors as much as possible to minimize 
disturbance to more pristine areas and also make construction and 
maintenance easier. ADOT 

299 

Proposed route looks like the best choice. Ranchers should be very 
carefully considered on (1) disruption of grazing (2) lose related to cattle 
being displaced by helicopter movement (3) consider gates, right of 
ways, etc. 

317 

The addition of new access roads will alter the natural run off patterns of 
the large volumes of rain water the land receives during the monsoon 
season that could result in unintended flooding. The roads may also 
change the natural pattern of wild fires by acting as firebreaks, allowing 
increase growth of highly combustible vegetation that could result in 
more severe wild fires at a later time. The roads will also encourage 
increased vehicle traffic, including off road traffic which is already 
encroaching into natural environment, often, illegally, on to restricted 
land. 

325 

If they must be installed – there already exists, on the east side of the San 
Pedro River, SWTC lines. These lines run along the foothills, have 
existing roads that are already established for maintenance access. This 
would be the best economical choice for the new transmission lines. 
Saving money and saving the land! 

326 

Cascabel Working Group. An alternative route for the proposed SunZia 
transmission lines runs through our valley. I support alternative energy 
sources which these lines purport to carry, primarily for their reduced 
environmental impact. But it would be counter that concern to negatively 
impact one of the most environmentally critical areas in the southwest. 
The scenic impact of the transmission lines cutting through this largely 
unfragmented landscape is not negligible, but it is only the first order of 
objection. Of more concern is the impact that access roads and 
maintenance will impart. Roads to the tower would have enormous 
negative impacts in this fragile desert and serve to carve up the relatively 
pristine landscape. Towers will of necessity be on high points that will 
require steep inclines which erode badly with each monsoon season. 
They will in turn wash sediment into the streams, such as Hot Springs 
and Redfield, which are home to seven species of native fish – the most 
endangered class of animals in Arizona. Roads will invite trespass by off 
road vehicles. Controlled burns for grassland enhancement performed by 
BLM and TNC in the area will be compromised. The clearing required 
beneath the transmission line rows will further impact native flora and 
fauna. I would recommend that this route through the San Pedro River 
Valley, as well as other areas of environmental concern such as the 
Aravaipa route, be dropped from consideration. If SunZia is to be a truly 
environmentally friendly project, it should follow existing highways and 
pipelines which are already infrastructure sacrifice areas. 

330 

The valley has a centuries-old history of human occupation that is very 
unique and the extensive archaeological resources would be threatened 
by the footprint of the towers. The new access to sites created by the 
service roads would increase the incidence of vandalism. We need to 
protect our cultural resources as well as our natural resources.  
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Power line construction and long-term maintenance necessitates access 
roads that will lead to soil erosion, invasive plant species, water quality 
degradation/non-point pollution, and off-road vehicle misuse that will 
further these problems. The need to protect the infrastructure by 
suppressing wildfire or preventing proscribed burns will hamper 
vegetation management tools that are useful to improve upland 
watershed conditions. 
Lines that intersect riparian areas will require removal (fuels mitigation 
of tall vegetation) of the very trees that provide habitat for endangered 
species, bank and floodplain stabilization for soil and water quality, and 
the valued global ecoservices of transpiration and carbon exchange.  
In this section of the study area, please route the proposed transmission 
lines along the existing highway and rail lines between Bowie and Vail. 
Those service and transportation corridors are already impacting the 
environment and have the added benefit of already established access for 
new line construction and maintenance. This route will avoid Aravaipa 
Canyon, Tres Alamos Wash, and the entire Lower San Pedro River 
Valley. 

352 

Maintenance roads under the lines with ATVs and 4 wheelers will 
increase erosion, noise, litter and interfere with wildlife 
habitats/population. We love the silence, peace and pristine beauty that 
this whole line will ruin. Consider the alternative route that is already in 
place (suggestion). 

363 

We understand that with growing needs for energy it's necessary to bring 
power to western markets and load centers. But why not use existing 
corridors like highways and railways that are now cleared of vegetation 
and maintained. Let's not use unspoiled lands. There would be a negative 
impact on the soil, water and wildlife. The access roads cut and the 
clearing of dense vegetation or tall trees destroyed would cause erosion 
and uncalculated harm. 

372 

I have noticed this project is proposed to be implemented on private land, 
and access roads would need to be made. Also, service roads for the 
project would have to be made. I understand that there are alternate 
routes that can be used that access and service roads are already in place. 
I don't think that intruding on private land is the solution when other 
routes are available. It makes sense to use access that is available than to 
plow through virgin territory. Please consider all the options. 

377 

I am a homeowner in the Klondyke area. I am opposed to having the 
location of the transmission line running thru this area. The access roads 
leading to the towers will give ATV and other off-road vehicles access to 
private and wilderness areas in which they will abuse and vandalize. The 
ranchers in that area have a hard enough time trying to make a living 
with the drought, predators, fuel costs and mother nature. This will 
indeed add more hardships for the ranchers. 

381 

The San Pedro River Valley is one of the lynch pins of North American 
biodiversity. Over 400 bird species, countless mammals, etc. rely upon it 
for migration routes, food, and shelter as attested by numerous scientific 
studies. More disturbance, construction, roads, etc. will damage this 
priceless resource and invite continued degradation of the landscape via 
the access roads and the vehicles that will use them on an ever increasing 
basis (ATVs, off-road vehicles). route near already heavily disturbed 
corridors such as I-10 should be considered instead. 

385 I live in the San Pedro River Valley. I have read about the SunZia 
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Transmission project and I am opposed to the idea. Not only for the fact 
that it will add a different view of our landscape, but also the impact it 
will have on the environment. Putting in new roads will destroy natural 
habitat and make it easier for trespassing. 

405 

I am a full time resident in Aravaipa Canyon. It's a pretty nice 
neighborhood. This proposed power line project is much akin to the 
recent I-10 bypass proposal. Why is it necessary to construct new 
megaprojects thru areas that are for the most part semi-wild and 
minimally developed when there are already power line corridors and gas 
line routes that for all intent and purpose could be expanded to 
accommodate the demand for more? The required access roads are 
already there. 

408 
The existing power has maintenance roads and environmental impact 
would be minimized. 

413 

I live on the San Pedro River Valley. Unless you plan to run these new 
lines along the existing power grid and use the existing roadways to 
access this grid – I am opposed to this transmission project. 

416 

My particular area of concern is the alternate routes being considered for 
the San Pedro River Valley. Opening up these remote areas of the San 
Pedro River Valley would lead to their rapid erosion and deterioration. 
Native species of plants and animals will be damaged: By staying along 
already established routes, the flyways, migration corridors between sky 
islands, and sensitive vegetation can be kept intact. Jeeps and ATVs 
could quickly smash flat native vegetation if given access. 

420 

I would like to express my approval of your plan to provide clean, 
renewable energy to the Southwest. While I approve of your efforts, I 
feel that using the existing power corridor for this endeavor is the correct 
choice. There would be less impact on the environment because 
substations and a maintenance road already exist. Our public lands can 
remain pristine, wildlife would not be disturbed and unnecessary roads 
would not cut through our state and federal lands causing increased 
erosion and noise pollution. 

425 

The San Pedro Valley is the only major flyway for migrating birds in the 
west because of the damage to other river systems. The valley must be 
preserved as a biological gem. Service roads will bring all manner of 
vehicles deep into the last wild territories. Stay out of the San Pedro 
Valley. 

437 

There is sufficient developable land along our existing corridors and they 
offer the advantage of easy access to infrastructure that is placed in 
parallel with them. Use of existing corridors for the transmission lines 
can be far less costly to install and maintain. 

438 

Transmission lines and their accompanying maintenance road would 
irreversibly change this valley's environmental stability. The currently 
spectacular views would no longer be unmarred – strung with high 
voltage wires and towers reaching between 150 and 200 feet into the 
once uncharged air. Hunters, whose number already seem too high for 
nature to support in this valley, would use the maintenance roads to gain 
access to the presently threatened and dwindling wildlife population 
(long time valley residents report regularly seeing herds of up to one 
hundred deer at a time, years ago. With 1,000 hunting permits issued for 
the valley annually, it is now a rare treat to see deer at all. The absence of 
Gambel's Quails quantities has vastly increased insect population). 
Recreational quads and 4x4 vehicle's tires would tear at the silty, 
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powdery-sand terrain; their tires would foster erosion and carve trails that 
would permanently scar the land, and forevermore serve to invite more 
off-roaders to use the area. Unleashing increased human traffic would 
result in discarded trash and debris, adding to the power-line visual 
pollution and off-roader noise pollution. 

452 
Public recreational access to the SunZia transmission corridor should be 
allowed without locked gates on public lands. 

456 

I am writing in an effort to have the SunZia Project Power Lines diverted 
from the "Pristine" environmental area of the Aravaipai Valley and 
adjoining lands (e.g., Klondike-Bonita, Eureka Springs, etc.). I do not see 
the need, in an effort to further the “green" energy cause, for a perfectly 
pristine environmental area to be desecrated when alternate developed 
routes exist. If more access is made available via maintenance roads, 
ATV use will increase, as will erosion, noise pollution, and general 
littering. Wildlife habitats will be disturbed. I cannot imagine in our 
efforts to "save the planet"; "go green"; and "deliver 'clean energy' to the 
"State of California" that digging up a pristine environmental refuge in 
the State of Arizona and the adjacent valley--untouched for centuries--
was part of the major plan. 

457 

Opening up all this land would encourage all sorts of destructive off road 
vehicular and human illegal traffic. Please construct this line in a flat 
area already ruined!! 

460 

The currently proposed alternative route through the San Pedro River 
valley is a very poor and destructive choice for the SunZia transmission 
lines. The land would be crisscrossed with road and side roads to access 
the towers for repair; these roads would invite vehicular traffic including 
ATVs, and would create soil erosion, air pollution, noise pollution and 
general destruction of the peace of the people and animals in the San 
Pedro River valley. Don't do it here! 

468 

Project engineers told me that typically the easement for these lines 
would be about 200 feet wide, and this includes a no-build zone beneath 
the power lines for safety purposes. They said that two types of roads 
would be required, temporary construction access roads and a permanent 
service road. In remote areas, the service road could be simply a dirt 
road, but it would require a compacted surface, such as AB mix or 
decomposed granite in areas subject to erosion. No mention was made of 
excluding the service road from public use, and one consultant thought 
that it would be difficult to limit public access to a new road, since the 
lines would primarily be on public lands. This additional information 
indicates to me that not only will these high tension power lines affect all 
life in close proximity to them, it will also have a long term impact as 
hunters and ATV vehicles will make use of them to further damage the 
environment. Let these lines be put aside already existing roads and 
already traveled routes. If we want to go green, let's really be green about 
it. So, I favor choosing a route that already has an existing access road. 

482 

Well, I just wanted to say that I oppose the route that they want to take 
through the Galiuro Mountains. That's all pristine country. There is no 
access through there as it is now. And there is no reason to open that 
country up. 

486 

The reason I don't agree is because I feel we already have power lines 
through the ranch that are kind of where you could use them and still stay 
on the main power line road. If you make new roads in to build a power 
line it will cause side roads off of it. And the damage we're having from 
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four wheelers over here already, we're having extreme vandalism and it's 
ruining a lot of the country. We're having irreplaceable – irreparable 
would be a better word damage already, and there is going to be more. 

563 

My wife and I purchased land at Eureka Springs [Aravaipa Valley] 
because of the pristine nature of the valley. We feel the addition of these 
lines will degrade the beautiful views and increase trash, noise and traffic 
from recreational vehicles that would use the maintenance roads. 

595 

The Turkey Creek ACEC consists of 2,326 acres that adjoins a portion of 
the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness at its southeast end and contains two 
riparian woodlands. The area has significant cultural and scenic values 
and is an important wildlife resource and riparian area. The area is 
threatened by off road vehicle (ORV) use, unregulated camping and 
current and potential resource extraction. The Deseli Grasslands area is 
greatly threatened by ORV use, livestock grazing, and could benefit from 
a prescribed fire plan. The effects of building additional new roads, such 
as increased construction traffic and public access to the trail and 
associated cultural resources, must also be taken into account during the 
evaluation of project alternatives.  

Wilderness 
Society 

609 

Service roads will be needed to maintain the power lines after they are 
built. These roads will serve as corridors for invasive species of plants 
and animals that are not native to this area, and they will open up the area 
to ATV s and other off road vehicles. The end result will be a significant 
degradation of what is now in many places, a pristine environment. 

613 

These access service roads [in San Pedro River Valley] would allow 
ATV access to the Archaeological sites, with inevitable damage and 
looting, as well as access to private ranch lands. 

616 

The maintenance roads will bring additional problems and issues along 
the route and to the nearby Wilderness areas. Additional people who will 
bring ATVs that will also impact the natural environment of the area 
[Aravaipa Valley]. 

624 
The lines and their service roads would complicate ranch management 
and recreational vistas [in San Pedro River Valley]. 

634 

The impacts from the power line poles, towers, electrical fields, service 
roads and other abuses to landscape vegetation, hundreds of 
archaeological suites, etc, is too high a price to pay from a national 
treasure [San Pedro River Valley.]  

759 

The Redington NRCD has completed a three year watershed assessment 
in which erosion from utility corridors as well as poorly constructed and 
maintained roads was identified as a major natural resource concern in 
the area. 

Redington 
NRCD 

CODE 046.00 Military Considerations 

6 

The proposed SunZia transmission line needs to be sited on or along the 
White Sands Missile Range boundary, and NOT run through the village 
of San Antonio, nor cross the Rio Grande between San Antonio and Luis 
Lopez. The Missile Range and the Defense Department need to accept 
and permit the transmission towers on the Range or right along side of 
the White Sands boundary. The Range absconded with one-fifth of the 
state and the citizens get darn little in return. This is an excellent 
opportunity for WSMR/DoD to SHARE. 

78 

I would like SunZia to consider avoiding the Wilderness Study Areas on 
the alternate routes by gaining access on White Sands Missile Range in 
the far northwest corner of the range. This minimal use of military lands 
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would be the most environmentally sensitive to the Refuge, the 
Wilderness Study Areas, and the local Rio Grande wildlife corridor, and 
preferred by the community of San Antonio. 

83 

As the representatives of Holloman AFB for NEPA and planning 
activities, we insist on being included on any project that potentially 
impacts our air and ground operations. This project is within the assigned 
airspace for WSMR/Holloman/Cannon/Kirtland. 

120 

To the extent that a more northerly path is somehow determined to be the 
only feasible route for the Project the transmission line should be located 
on or immediately adjacent to lands controlled by White Sands Missile 
Range. One of the alternative routes shown on the latest map of the 
proposed Project would locate the transmission line on the western 
boundary of White Sands. This location would be preferable to following 
the Rio Grande and crossing the Bosque. At the northwest comer of 
White Sands, the line continues north and follows Highway 380. 
Recently White Sands acquired a large tract of land, formerly known as 
the Mendiburu Ranch, in the vicinity of Bingham. If the transmission 
line were located on the northern boundary of White Sands it could 
proceed east to a point east of Bingham on DOD lands, causing less 
disruption to local property owners in the Bingham area, before veering 
north into Lincoln County. 

153 

The Proposed (or preferred) route crosses very valuable farm and urban 
land in the San Antonio area and would have significant impact, 
environmentally, socially, visually, and economically. The route of least 
significant impact should drop south in township 5S range 2E and go 
diagonally across the BLM land to T6S. Here it could go south through 
the White Sands Missile Range (WSMR) in T6S as the public utilizes 
County Road 153 which cuts off the northwest comer of the range and 
makes it inaccessible for the Range. In township 7, the edge of the 
County Road could be utilized, as this is public land. The edge of Pope 
Road, on which the atomic bomb was transported and which crosses 
public land, then Ted Turner's Almendaris Grant, could be used for the 
line or it could go straight south on the west of the Missile Range and 
beside the existing county road. 
The southern route along WSMR would have virtually no social or 
economic impacts to humans. The current Proposed Route is not 
appropriate due to the amount of private land which would need to be 
crossed and the amount of publics which would be disrupted. A route 
which would drop south [from Hwy 380] through the edge of White 
Sands Missile Range would be a route of least significant impact and 
should be changed to the Preferred Route. 

238 

The best route in Southern and Central New Mexico would be along the 
White Sands Missile Range border. That Alternative Route seems an 
obvious first choice, followed by the other alternate along the existing 
power line as the second choice. Both are far superior to the Preferred 
Route shown on t he SunZia web site map for the following reasons: 
1. Crossing the Rio Grande near New Mexico Highway 380 will 
ADVERSELY IMPACT many established homes, farms, and ranches 
near the communities of San Antonio and Bosquecito by: 
a. Temporarily disrupting lives during construction, 
b. Permanently taking rights of way, and 
c. Physical proximity to homes of large power lines and towers. 
2. Placing the route north-south along Interstate Highway 25, and east-
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west near Highway 380 across the Rio Grande will create a real public 
eyesore. To reiterate, either of the alternate routes crossing the Rio 
Grande in southern New Mexico between Arrey and Derry and traveling 
north-south along the White Sands Missile Range border or along the 
existing power line surely is a better route, as there far fewer people and 
homes impacted and it will be out of sight of the general public. 

250 

I am a resident of Socorro county, and have just been made aware of the 
massive power lines that will be built to run through the Rio Grande 
valley. White Sands Missile Range is not happy to have this project built 
anywhere on its 1/5 of the state of New Mexico and that there is a 
"preferred alternative site" which literally runs through my yard just 
north of San Antonio. (My house is only a few hundred feet north of the 
proposed path!) 

251 

The Friends would like SunZia to consider avoiding the Wilderness 
Study Areas on the alternate routes by gaining access on White Sands 
Missile Range in the far northwest corner of the range. This minimal use 
of military lands would be the most environmentally sensitive to the 
Refuge, the Wilderness Study Areas, and the local Rio Grande wildlife 
corridor, and preferred by the community of San Antonio. Socorro is the 
second poorest county in New Mexico, and the Festival of the Cranes, 
held annually at Bosque del Apache NWR is the single greatest income 
generating event. The Refuge has an estimated economic impact of $4.3 
million for the region. Ecotourism for the county is directly linked to the 
Refuge, and anything that harms the wildlife or mars the view of this 
rural setting is going to have a negative impact on visitation. The Friends 
support our country's efforts to supply renewable energy, and we support 
the Refuge working with BLM and SunZia to ensure that the corridor 
chosen for this project has limited negative environmental impacts. The 
only way that the best route can be chosen is if there is adequate time to 
involve the biologists and the White Sands Missile Range in the 
evaluation. 

Friends of the 
Bosque del 
Apache NWR 

264 

Also are you guys going to buy up our property if we are in the way? 
What happens if our property is just outside of the way? I wish the line 
would go down along the Whites Sands property instead of along 380 in 
San Antonio. 

292 

I attended the Socorro scoping session and I strongly prefer that the line 
run down the edge of the White Sands Missile Range lands and then cut 
across to the west at the southern end of the alternative route, or (my 
lesser preference) cut across between the two WSAs. Running along 380 
through the heart of San Antonio is not acceptable. 

296 

It appears that an alternate route passing through a remote portion of 
White Sands Missile Range can have minimal impact on the operation of 
the Missile Range and could mitigate the impact the proposed route will 
have upon the Bosque del Apache, the Rio Grande migratory corridor 
and nearby Wilderness Study Areas. 

344 

We would rather that the proposed high tension power line not be located 
along NM State Rt 380 through San Antonio NM or near Bosquecito Rd. 
We have a tourist based business located with 3/4 of a mile of Rt 380 on 
Bosquecito Rd that would suffer financial losses if this power line were 
to be located north of Rt 380. We feel the land along the White Sands 
Missile Range should be used because there are no houses located in that 
area. 

361 There are routes with much less significant impact, specifically the 
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alternative that crosses over the Rio Grande south of Truth or 
Consequences follows roughly the south boundary of Sierra County, and 
then turns north along the west boundary of the White Sands Missile 
Range. A second preferable route is one that would drop south from Hwy 
380 in township 5S range 2E and go diagonally across the BLM land to 
T6S. Here it could go south through the White Sands Missile Range 
(WSMR) in T6S as the public utilizes County Road 153 which cuts off 
the northwest comer of the range and makes it inaccessible for the 
Range. The only section of private land contains no house. The Antelope 
Wilderness Study Area is currently being managed according to Interim 
Guidelines; however BLM has deemed it not possessing all the 
wilderness values which would qualify it for a Congressionally 
Designated Wilderness. Due to the magnified scope of this project, 
surely Congress could grant an exception to the management status 
should it be determined that a slight eastern boundary of the WSA needs 
to be utilized for the transmission lines. In township 7, the edge of the 
County Road could be utilized, as this is public land. The edge of Pope 
Road, on which the atomic bomb was transported and which crosses 
public land, then Ted Turner's Armendaris Land Grant, could be used for 
the line or it could go straight south on the west of the Missile Range and 
beside the existing county road. A route which would drop south through 
the edge of White Sands Missile Range would be a route of least 
significant impact and should be changed to the Preferred Route. 

447 

The proposed northern "preferred" route along I-25, crossing at San 
Antonio, has an extreme impact to the environment. Crossing the Rio 
Grande River at San Antonio involves crossing the critical habitats of 
both the Willow Fly Catcher and Silvery Minnow, both of which are 
listed as endangered species. Also in consideration is the nearby Bosque 
Del Apache National Wildlife Refuge with its abundance of area 
wildlife. The San Antonio area is a natural flyway for hundreds of 
thousands of migratory birds and the proposed route would provide a 
hazard for these animals. A power line of this magnitude through the 
small town of San Antonio would also severely impact the environment 
of the numerous residents I believe this route should be the last choice, as 
other proposed routes are more sparsely populated. The least amount of 
impact to the environment would be for SunZia to choose the route that 
crosses near Arrey/Derry, NM and continues east, and through the west 
side of White Sands Missile Range. By crossing at Arrey/Derry, this 
project would avoid endangered species, and critical habitat issues. This 
alternate-proposed crossing also has a minimal impact on residents, as 
the area is sparsely populated. Finally by proceeding north through the 
west side of the White Sands Missile Range wildlife study areas could be 
avoided, and the human impact would be very limited as it should be. 

472 

That's our general complaint. We want them going through White Sands. 
We want them to come through White Sands instead of coming through 
the public --logical place. 

511 

Additionally the Friends [of the Bosque del Apache NWR] would like 
SunZia to consider avoiding the Wilderness Study Areas on the alternate 
routes by gaining access on White Sands Missile Range in the far 
northwest corner of the range. This minimal use of military lands would 
be the most environmentally sensitive to the Refuge, the Wilderness 
Study Areas, and the local Rio Grande wildlife corridor, and preferred by 
the community of San Antonio. 
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512 

It is my understanding that there is a road in use in the northwest portion 
of White Sands Missile Range. Use this roadway and widen the right-of-
way if needed. Public land is for public use. Using the public land for the 
power line of SunZia is certainly using it for the public. 

533 

There are alternate routes to the south that appear to be better for this 
purpose since they do not intersect a daily flight path and may be in a 
location where many birds are flying higher on a longer migration jump. 
A better route would be White Sands Missile Range in the far northwest 
corner of the range. This minimal use of military lands would be the 
most environmentally sensitive to the Refuge, the Wilderness Study 
Areas, and the local Rio Grande wildlife corridor. Please do not put 
power lines in Socorro or San Antonio. Use White Sands. 

542 

Why not use military lands south of us? No people around and movies 
can still be made on White Sands? or other military bases south of us. 
The government already owns the lands. Please take your project south 
to White Sands and other military bases where people do not live. 

552 

With the history of Socorro Electric Cooperative's support for 
environmental issues, I would show support of the Transmission 
Corridor to be located using the eastern route along White Sands Missile 
Range and oppose the route located near Bosque Del Apache.  

Socorro 
Electric Coop 

558 

Route selection needs to be include a route through the white Sands 
Missile Range within New Mexico. This area is currently off limits to the 
general public and should be included as a viable route. Development of 
a corridor through the range would limit impacts to the few reaming 
public lands in central New Mexico. 

560 

I own property in San Antonio N.M. I for one would like for you to route 
the proposed lines nearer the white sands range, where there is less 
population. 

587 

It only seems appropriate that SunZia should consider avoiding the 
Wilderness Study Areas on the alternate routes by gaining access on 
White Sands Missile Range in the far northwest corner of the range. This 
minimal use of military lands would be the most environmentally 
sensitive to the Refuge, the Wilderness Study Areas, and the local Rio 
Grande wildlife corridor, and preferred by the community of San 
Antonio. 

595 

Additional alternatives should be identified and evaluated. These 
alternatives include, but are not limited to: A route inside of the White 
Sands Missile Range in New Mexico; A route should be considered 
running east of the existing alternative route along the western border of 
the White Sands Missile Range (WSMR). An alternative route just inside 
the border of the WSMR would allow SunZia to cross the Rio Grande 
River between Arrey and Derry while avoiding the Antelope and Jornada 
del Muerto WSAs and Citizens' Wilderness Proposal units south of there. 
The Department of Defense Should Become a Cooperating Agency. In 
order to explore opportunities to for alternative siting within the WSMR 
which would avoid significant impacts to both the Rio Grande River 
corridor and the Antelope and Jornada del Muerto WSAs, as well as 
other resources, the Department of Defense should become a cooperating 
agency. Recommendations: BLM should work with DOD to ensure that 
DOD joins the EIS process as a cooperating agency. 

Wilderness 
Society 

597 

Preferable Alternative Route Available Clearly, many of the 
complications of bisecting the historic village of San Antonio and the 
extensive cottonwood bosque through the MRGCD's boundaries, and the MRGCD 
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large expanses of private property and endangered species' critical 
habitat, could be avoided by selecting the indicated Alternate Route 
crossing the Northwest Quadrant of the extended area of WSMR, which 
is already the site of existing uses beyond national defense. Certainly, 
this discussion could be facilitated by involving the Department of 
Defense as a cooperating agency in the development of the federal 
analysis. The preferred route is reflected on the attached map as the 
eastern-most Alternate Route.  

599 

The two other alternative routes bring the lines east of the Refuge near 
White Sands Missile Range and cross the river further south, and impacts 
to waterbirds would be decreased with these alternatives. To date the 
Department of Defense White Sands Missile Range has not been an 
active player in discussions of the alternatives associated with the 
development of this energy transmission corridor, but needs to be 
engaged to discuss the options of an eastern alignment which is preferred 
by all other interested parties.  Bosque NWR 

635 

The original plan routing the power line closer to White Sands Missile 
Range steers clear of so much probable ecological, historical and 
community damage that it must be restored. 

641 

As landowners (ranchers) in Central New Mexico we are strongly 
opposed to any high-voltage transmission line to be placed on our 
property. This line would also infringe upon our current-military co-use 
agreement with the United States Army and their right to use the airspace 
over our ranch.  

855 

V. Potential conflicts with military operations and possible solutions a. 
Least Impact Route While the Least Impact Route is almost entirely 
outside the geographic boundaries of the military establishments it 
passes, there is still the possibility of interaction with military operations. 
Specifically, the Least Impact Route passes directly under a Military 
Training Route (MTR) just north of Tularosa. However, this MTR, 
designated VR176, is a visual route which has a floor of 1,500’ above the 
ground. Since it is a visual route (pilots looking out the window), and the 
transmission towers will only extend approximately 130’ above ground, 
there should not be a conflict with the operations. Towers in proximity to 
flight operations would be marked with high-intensity obstruction 
lighting to make them clearly visible from the air. In addition, they 
would be depicted on aeronautical charts, and would ultimately become 
thoroughly familiar to pilots operating in the area as visual markers. 
Since the Least Impact Route also follows public roads, and is outside 
the fence of the bases along the route, it is highly unlikely that its 
existence would compromise any classified operations that the base 
would be conducting (since any operations in this area would already be 
in plain view of the public). Also, it is unlikely that any weapon testing 
would be in proximity to these roads, due to the inherent risk to the 
public. 

Wilderness 
Society 

855 

b. Portion of Second Least Impact Route on north side of WSMR The 
portion of the Second Least Impact Route on the north side of WSMR 
passes directly through the full width of a Restricted Area. This area is 
designated as R-5107C+H, which is a restriction that extends from the 
surface up to space. There is an MTR (VR1233) that crosses almost 
perpendicular to the Second Least Impact Route. This MTR is a low 
level route with segments less than 1,500’ above the surface. The 
construction of a transmission line crossing this MTR will certainly be of 

Wilderness 
Society 
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concern to the military. One possible solution is burying the line across 
the portion which directly conflicts with the MTR. This solution would 
eliminate the military conflict with this route. 

855 

c. Additional comments on military issues 
Military flight operations in the area will definitely have to take into 
consideration the presence of the SunZia line. However, the slight 
modifications that may be necessary to aircraft route or altitude, should 
not be used as justification to prohibit the delivery of renewable energy 
along this vital transmission corridor. The Federal Aviation 
Administration, in 14 CFR Part 77, does not require notification for 
structures less than 200 feet tall. Since transmission towers are in the 130 
foot range, the only time they would be a consideration is when they fall 
within a certain radius of an airport. Our first hand observations of the 
entire eastern border of the White Sands range found that there were 
several radio towers in close proximity to the border of the base and to 
the proposed route which were not depicted on aeronautical charts. These 
obstructions were, however, lighted and would be visible to military 
pilots in the area. 
It should also be noted that transmission lines, towers, wind farms and 
other obstructions are currently used by the military as checkpoints and 
turning points on MTR routes. Following this logic, it is feasible that the 
presence of the SunZia line could be compatible with and perhaps even 
used in military navigation training in the southwest. 
Finally, we believe it is important for energy independence to support 
renewable energy, including projects like SunZia, which should also be 
an important consideration for all parts of the government. 
Recommendations: BLM should work with the Department of Defense 
and consider opportunities, including the potential solutions described 
above, to minimize conflicts with military operations along the routes 
with least environmental conflicts, which we recommend should be 
adopted as the preferred alternative. 

Wilderness 
Society 

856 

3) Placement of the transmission lines as proposed would in all 
likelihood present a safety issue to the air operations at Holloman Air 
Force Base with regard to the two bombing ranges that lie adjacent to the 
proposed route. 
4 ) In the same manner, the placement of the lines as proposed would in 
all likelihood present a safety issue t o t he US Army air operations along 
the southern portion of the proposed route. Otero County 

853 

Since this route [eastern route] also follows public roads, and is outside 
the fence of the bases [Holloman AFB and Ft. Bliss] along the route, it is 
highly unlikely that its existence would compromise any classified 
operations that the base would be conducting—since these operations 
would be in plain view of the public. Also, any weapon testing would not 
be in proximity to these roads, due to the inherent risk to the public. 
In New Mexico, military land and airspace occupies a substantial amount 
of the state's real estate. The military has understandably been 
traditionally resistant to civilian presence on or near their bases and 
operations. However, in the context of renewable energy development, 
cooperation between the military and other stakeholders is vital to 
developing many of our best renewable resources which are located near 
military land. NRDC 

852 
Lines constructed west of the existing power line on Dona Ana North 
Training Area, or to the east of Highway 54, would restrict training at the Ft Bliss 
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battalion and brigade level. The area immediately east of US Highway 54 
is a critically important north-south maneuver corridor for battalion-size 
units.  

825 

West and Northern Route along WSMR – interference by transmission 
lines with WSMR Improvised Explosive Device (IED) defeat weapons 
testing; interference by high power radars and weapon systems to 
transmission line modulations. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 
Eastern route could impact the realistic training and effective test 
operations for Holloman AFB (49th Fighter Wing). 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

Eastern Route – Power lines on Fort Bliss reduce the maneuver area and 
the ability of mechanized units to maneuver [ground operations.] The 
area immediately east of Highway 54 is a critically important north-south 
maneuver corridor and would be reduced by at least 36 square kilometers 
by this proposal. Any lines west of the existing power line on Dona Ana 
North Training Area would restrict training at the battalion and brigade 
level. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

Two middle western routes – WSMR uses the western extension area as 
a safety buffer for weapon testing. There is a potential to damage these 
power lines. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

CODE 050.00 Scenic/Visual/Landscape Character 

1 

Perceiving that this is, indeed, an environmentally inspired project, it 
seems contradictory that the proposed route would run these high-voltage 
lines so near of the most scenic environments in the Southwest. 
Understanding it's natural sensitivity, the Bureau of Land Management 
has already protected this beautiful environment, the Aravaipa Canyon 
Wilderness Area, and has established a boundary within which no 
development may occur. So the proposed route just skirts this area to the 
south and an alternative route would then run the lines through the 
Aravaipa Valley, which is just southeast of the Aravaipa Canyon 
Wilderness Area. As beautiful as the protected area, this is a pristine 
valley; home to natural peace, rare serenity and unspoiled views. 
Transmission lines and their accompanying maintenance road would 
irreversibly change this valley's environmental stability. The currently 
spectacular views would no longer be unmarred – strung with high-
voltage wires and towers reaching between 150 and 200 feet into the 
once uncharged air. 

3 

Please don't run the lines threw Klondyke in the Aravipa Valley area we 
will be able to see them from our land and part of the reason to go there 
is to get away from the city and all the stuff in the air I like not seeing all 
the wires everywhere. Please don't take this away from me and my 
family. 

4 

Bird strikes and impacts to the rural farming community are of great 
concern, not to mention the degradation of the viewscape of the refuge 
and the Socorro Valley (and important resource to the ecotourism of the 
area). 

5 

Myself and my husband have purchased a ranch here in the area as well, 
we are sickened by the thought of the transmission line proposal, not 
only for the impact this would have on the breathtaking views, but the 
impact on the country with the access roads put in for the transmission 
line as well, this would open up all the this area to all sorts of people and 
trouble, something that this area is not used to dealing with. it seems 
much more practical to go where there is access and easier routes instead 
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of placing this in such UNTOUCHED pristine beauty, this area is one of 
the most beautiful untouched areas in this state, this transmission line 
would have a devastating effect on not only our ranch, but my parents, 
my cousins and all of our neighboring ranchers, and last but not least the 
health and safety issues, just how safe are these lines, we do not want 
them in our area to clutter up the beauty, we want to keep our 
Klondyke/Aravaipa area a show piece for the residents and for the new 
generations coming up in all of our families here in Klondyke/Aravaipa. 

6 

Scenic/Tourism: human birders now stay at B&Bs and avian sanctuaries 
directly in the path of the birds and the route alternative to the north of 
San Antonio. The growing business would be disrupted due to visual 
blight and the birds being disrupted. 

7 

I am writing to you because my grandparents live a few miles south of 
Klondyke in the beautiful wilderness of the Aravaipa Valley. For me this 
is "my most favorite place in the whole world". I love this place so much 
because of its wonderful surroundings. I love that you can see for miles 
and miles and nothing is in the way. This valley is so indescribably 
beautiful that it makes you love it even more. I understand the need for 
the SunZia Project, but it still is a wilderness area even thought it isn't 
designated as such. It has taken Mother Nature hundreds of thousands of 
years to create this beautiful valley, you shouldn't go and destroy it in a 
matter of months. There are very few wilderness areas left in Arizona 
without any large visible manmade structures. 

12 

As a resident of Southern California, I can attest to how much my heart 
breaks every time I drive past our states hundreds and hundreds of Giant 
Power Lines and Bitter-Start White Metal Wind Machines scarring acres 
and acres of our most precious fragile dessert and high desert areas near 
Joshua Tree National Park and Tehachapi. I fell in love with your 
beautiful State years ago because it did NOT have such pockmarks and 
I've been visiting annually your paralleled Bosque del Apache and 
surrounding areas. PLEASE find a better way. Don't follow California's 
mistakes. Use the ingenuity New Mexico is known for. 

13 

Please do not do this installation. Deming has many issues but adding 
ugly transmission towers will not help with gathering new business, new 
members or our place as a tourist destination. 

16 

The proposed route for the transmission lines through Gila Valley 
adjacent to the Pinaleno Mountains will have a permanent negative 
impact on the land, as well as on the visual and recreation resources of 
the Coronado National Forest located there. These transmission lines are 
intended to provide power for regions far to the West of the community 
through which they pass, but the manner in which they will affect the 
residents of the community of Safford cannot be overstated. Tourism is 
one of the industries for this small community, and these transmission 
lines will hurt the visual aesthetics of the mountain profoundly, as it is 
unspoiled in its present state. I would strongly urge a re-assessment for 
the routing of these transmission lines, specifically to an area where they 
will be kept out of Gila Valley. 

18 

I have an ulterior motive for being against this particular proposed 
alternative route [San Pedro River Valley]. I am a Natural History 
Cinematographer, I've filmed for National Geographic TV, The 
Discovery Channel and the BBC (Planet Earth series). I make a living 
filming wildlife. This 500 kilovolt transmission line is not a compatible 
project, near this narrow ribbon of greenery, where so many animals 
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depend on it for shelter. Not only will it interfere with wildlife, it will be 
an eye sore in all of my skyscapes, landscapes and other wide angle 
views. (shots) This project could affect my livelihood. In addition, the 
Cascabel community enjoys the benefits of being an eco-tourism friendly 
place, were many come to bird watch and enjoy the fine views of this 
one of a kind Sonoran Desert landscape – "Last Great Places" – TNC. 

19 

Opposed to the power lines planned near the Bosque, partly because it 
may disrupt migration or injure migrating birds, and partly because they 
are ugly. Why not bury the cables instead? I think they require less 
maintenance and don't mess up our beautiful state. Word has it that some 
lines are to be put directly in front of the Organ Mountains, also. Why is 
it necessary to blot out beauty when there's plenty of drab land nearby? 

39 

Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge...one of the American 
Southwest's grandest outdoor spectacles in an area of scenic beauty 
unmarred by intrusive power line s or other structures. Surely available is 
some alternate route that would provide significantly less impact on the 
environment and avoid the destruction of birdlife that likely would be 
associated with the present proposal. 

42 

I am from the Outer Banks in North Carolina and had the opportunity to 
go to the Bosque del Apache in December. We arrived at sunrise just in 
time to see and hear hundreds (thousands?) of snow geese as they flew 
into the area and landed on the lake. In less than an hour the sandhill 
cranes were ascending from the water into the morning sky. The 
experience was breathtaking and one I shall never forget. It is for this 
reason I am requesting that you extend the public comment deadline so 
that the Refuge and knowledgeable parties are given more time to 
evaluate alternate routes for the 2 proposed high capacity transmission 
lines. Line burial would protect all concerned … farmers and birds. And 
assure that this magnificently beautiful area would remain as such. My 
son lives in Albuquerque, and I visit him frequently. I think New Mexico 
is one of the most beautiful places on earth. My wish is that it will stay as 
pristine as it has always been. 

45 

For the sakes of the ranchers and residents who work and reside there 
and the numerous people who greatly enjoy visiting this area [Aravaipa 
Canyon] with its rugged south-western beauty, I ask that you would keep 
the proposed lines out of this area and consider the Southern Route or 
another route that is already developed with access roads and so forth. 

48 

I am writing to you on behalf of not only the residents of Aravaipa 
Canyon, but the many people that enjoy the rugged beauty of this remote 
area. I personally do not live there but visited many times and have a 
sincere interest in keeping this unique area as natural as possible. We 
cannot create a more beautiful natural areas and surely need to protect 
those we still have. This area is rugged, beautiful and scenic with a few 
ranches in the valley which adds to the old dry western facade. A power 
line and it's easement will do nothing to enhance this Western heritage 
which is also an entrance to one of our designated National wonders. 

49 

I strongly disagree with the idea of putting high-tension wires though the 
Aravaipa-Klondyke route. Why not the Southern Alternate Route or 
another route already developed? Natural areas are not easily replaced or 
renewed after having been dug up, destroyed and over-developed. The 
land there is truly beautiful as it is and it would be saddening to see it 
spoiled! 

65 What wildlife program throughout the nations of film producers hasn't 



 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project L-106 EPG 
EIS Scoping Report  April 2010 

Table L-1 Comments Summary 
ID COMMENT 

featured the masses of cranes, geese and ducks of the Bosque del Apache 
throughout the past few decades? As a wildlife photographer I feel it 
would be a travesty to have any transmission lines visible, however 
distant, in the spectacular New Mexican vistas from and even near the 
Bosque del Apache! The ramifications of these decisions will affect the 
people, wildlife, vistas and the essence of New Mexico as far into the 
future as power lines are used. 

72 

Besides the impact to the birds, the beauty and integrity of the northern 
environs of the [Bosque del Apache NWR] are important to visitors, like 
my wife and me, who bring significant economic benefit to the Socorro 
region by our visits to the area. If it is spoiled by damage to the wildlife 
and beauty of the region, we will be much less likely to visit it. 

76 

My husband and I visit Socorro, NM and the Bosque del Apache NWR 
yearly, sometimes staying over a week. We find spiritual nourishment in 
the very special beauty of the landscape and in watching the cranes as 
they greet the day, call to each other, free their legs from the ice, and lift 
off into the sky toward their feeding grounds. We appreciate the natural 
communities protected and managed for wildlife and farmers within the 
Bosque. The 500 kV transmission line would greatly reduce our 
enjoyment of that area. We see that communities along the Rio Grande 
are gaining better understanding of their relationship with the river and 
its natural communities, and are working to protect them. A 500 kV 
transmission line would be hugely invasive visually (we have seen them 
elsewhere in New Mexico) and would adversely impact human lives and 
natural communities in that area. 

78 

Ecotourism for the county is directly linked to the Refuge, and anything 
that harms the wildlife or mars the view of this rural setting is going to 
have a negative impact on visitation. Additionally many San Antonio 
residents will experience decreased property values as their views of the 
once-majestic Rio Grande Valley will feature giant transmission lines 
and poles. 

82 

I would hope that everything is being to totally evaluate the potential 
consequences of power lines that could affect the birds that come to 
Bosque. Bosque is a national and really an international treasure with 
people from all over the country as well as the world who come to visit 
Bosque and many world class photographers come and photograph the 
majesty of Bosque. 

95 

Going west of the Picacho Mountains would destroy view sheds of the 
mountains The views of the Picacho Mountains are some of the City of 
Eloy's most prized natural resources. Obviously, any route west of the 
Picacho Mountains that would place the majority of the Project between 
City and the scenic Picacho Mountains should be avoided to preserve 
these view sheds for the City and its residents. Placing the lines to the 
east of the Picachos for much of their length will eliminate visual 
impacts. Siting the Project to the east of the Picacho Mountains presents 
a one-time opportunity to minimize visual clutter that will otherwise 
result from this Project. There are no residents at all in the area east of 
the Picachos and the Project simply would be out of the view of 
everyone in the Eloy area. We respectfully request that the Project be 
sited to the east of this development to avoid disruption of the plans for 
this development that Pinal County has approved and that Walton and 
the State Land Department have long been planning. 

96 Not all of us want to live our lives surrounded by ribbons of asphalt, 



 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project L-107 EPG 
EIS Scoping Report  April 2010 

Table L-1 Comments Summary 
ID COMMENT 

stressed out by diesel exhaust emitting trucks grinding by our homes 
twenty four/seven, or even in the shadow of high tension power lines. 
This valley has been visited and treasured by people from all over the 
world for its remoteness and natural beauty. Highly visible projects that 
change the landscape from rural and natural to an appearance of 
engineered and developed are the crack in the door that lets in the 
proponents of even more objectionable projects. We heard many 
enthusiastic comments from guests while working at The Nature 
Conservancy Aravaipa Preserve about what a special experience the 
Aravaipa was to them. It was a special experience to them, as it is every 
day to us, BECAUSE of what is NOT here (freeways, power lines 
stretched on high towers) to mar the natural beauty which IS here in such 
abundance. 

112 

The power lines you suggest would be obtrusive and out of character 
with our beautiful canyon/river landscape. Even more precarious is 
opening the door to those who would then want to add the truck route 
because the area is already commercialized. Please respect what we 
consider of great value in our community and find another path for your 
power lines. Perhaps a better choice would be in already commercialized 
areas such as the freeway systems in our valley or the envisioned truck 
by-pass that the county is considering. 

113 

The proposed route for the transmission lines through the Gila Valley 
and the Aravaipa Valley will negatively affect visual and land and 
recreation resources for the citizens of the Gila Valley and visitors to the 
Coronado National Forest and the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area. 
The alternate route through the Sulphur Springs Valley on the south side 
of the Pinaleno Mountains also negatively affects visual and land and 
recreation resources for visitors to the Coronado National Forest. The 
area in southeast Arizona comprising the Coronado National Forest and 
the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area is relatively unspoiled visually 
and offers exceptional views and provides opportunities to enjoy our 
public lands in a scenic, rugged, and visually stimulating environment 
free of industry and urban sprawl. The nature of the area provides many 
visual vantage points for the casual visitor wishing to stay on established 
roads or for the more spirited who wish to venture off the beaten path. 
Allowing these large electric transmission lines on the adjacent BLM 
lands on the proposed line route will have a profound and long lasting 
negative impact for those who visit Coronado National Forest and the 
Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area and live in the surrounding Gila 
Valley communities. Large electric transmission lines scar our lands 
remaining for generations past ours. We would all be better served by 
visually preserving our national Forests and Wilderness Areas viewed 
from within and afar. 

120 

Any transmission line should be located in the southern part of New 
Mexico to capture proposed wind development on federal lands east of 
White Sands Missile Range. It appears that the Project was originally 
conceived to be shorter in length and to terminate in southeastern New 
Mexico. A southern route, while still objectionable, would appear to 
more efficiently reach potential wind development being considered on 
federal lands and would avoid many areas of visual and environmental 
significance under the jurisdiction of the Socorro Field Office.  

130 
It has come to my attention that there are plans to place tension wires 
across pristine, undeveloped land. Is there no other place these may be 
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placed? I ask you to thoughtfully reconsider such a project before taking 
away more of the beautiful, uninhabited vistas of Southern Arizona. 

134 

My name is Bob McDermott, I live in Silver City New Mexico, and I 
first came to Arizona in 1973 and easily fell in love with the state and the 
fierce independence of its people. Since then I have enjoyed many days 
exploring this wondrous state, taking more than 20 trips into the Grand 
Canyon and many more in other parts of this beautiful part of the 
country. Being able to get out into the back roads and trails of Arizona 
one sees the incredible diversity of the landscapes that is unique only to 
this state. The nature of this open country nurtures its people with a self-
reliant independence that is becoming uncommon today. Arizona must 
meet the needs of it people but what I am asking is that you consider 
what is special about Arizona and find a way to preserve what makes 
Arizona such a great place to live and visit. I have taken about a dozen 
trips into the Aravaipa country and must say that it is one of those places 
that makes Arizona so special in my opinion. I ask that please find 
another route for the SunZia project transmission lines along an existing 
infrastructure and one that preserves the Aravaipa and it haunting natural 
beauty. 

138 

We invested in acreage in Aravaipa Klondyke with hopes of a beautiful, 
peaceful retirement home. We are hoping that you will not put the two 
500,000 volt transmission lines anywhere NEAR the Klondyke/Aravaipa 
pristine wilderness area. PLEASE put it somewhere where the 
infrastructure already exists? And if you can, it really should go 
underground as it is not something that enhances nature's beauty, which 
is what t he Klondyke/Aravaipa area is all about. 

139 

I live 3 miles south of the town of Klondyke in the Aravaipa Valley. The 
main reason we chose to buy property this property was because of the 
beautiful view of the Aravipa Valley. This valley is one of a very few left 
in Arizona undisturbed by paved roads and large transmission lines. If 
the transmission lines were to go through the heart of the valley it would 
destroy it would destroy it because the transmission lines can be seen for 
miles up and down the valley by us who live here and those who come to 
visit the wilderness. I understand the purpose of the SunZia Project is to 
provide environmentally friendly renewable energy sources of electricity 
to urban areas. I am in favor of that as long as it does not destroy any 
more of the remanding wilderness areas we have so few of here in 
Arizona. 

140 

We have been informed of your proposition to erect transmission lines 
on a route that passes through the Aravaipa Canyon. This is an area we 
frequently visit for its natural habitat. These types of areas are not easily 
replaced. To those who do not visit or enjoy the desert, land like this may 
be a dime a dozen and a "who cares," but to those of us do frequent this 
area, it is beautiful. We don't want to see it ruined with power lines and 
the unhealthy effects of them! 

153 

The Proposed (or preferred) route crosses very valuable farm and urban 
land in the San Antonio area and would have significant impact, 
environmentally, socially, visually, and economically. Visual resources: I 
currently look out my kitchen window across irrigated fields, watch my 
horses grazing, see hummingbirds, roadrunners, deer, pheasants, turkey 
and other birds. I definitely do not want to see large transmission lines. 
These would definitely be unsightly and degrade the visual resources. 
The southern route [along WSMR western border] would not be seen by 
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near as many people. A route which would drop south through the edge 
of White Sands Missile Range would be a route of least significant 
impact and should be changed to the Preferred Route. 

158 

The building of these power plants and transmission lines can negatively 
affect how people come to view their relationship to the land around 
them and how they come to feel about where the live. People who might 
find peace and pleasure in the rural views that they have will now have to 
look at large power lines cutting across their landscape. People who once 
lived in small communities will now have to unfairly share a burden of 
living under or near large power lines, mostly for cities miles and miles 
away. This seems quite unjust, and could have negative effects on 
people's senses of well-being, peace, and basic day-to-day comfort of 
living in rural areas. 

159 

The vision for the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail is to create a 
primitive and challenging backcountry trail on or near the Continental 
Divide to provide people with the opportunity to experience the unique 
and incredibly scenic qualities of the area. For many of the same reasons 
National Parks are established, National Scenic Trails are created to 
conserve the nationally significant scenic, historic, natural and cultural 
qualities of the area. Location of the Continental Divide National Scenic 
Trail The current proposed route for the new transmission line will cross 
the CDT north of Lordsburg, NM. The location of the CDT corridor may 
not be depicted correctly in the SunZia SW Transmission Project maps. 
Not correctly identifying the CDT and other National Historic and State 
Recreation Trails from these maps does not allow for adequate disclosure 
of the effects of development on these resources. Utility Corridors and 
the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail Natural gas-pipelines, 
electric transmission lines, telephone trunk lines, communication towers 
and many smaller utility-distribution lines of all types already cross the 
Continental Divide Trail in many locations.  CTDA 

159c 

Utility sites are, by nature, intensive, high profile land uses. The visual 
impacts and, in some cases, the audible impacts of these facilities 
detracts from the primitive recreational experience provided by the CDT. 
Even utility lines that are located adjacent to the CDT often can be seen 
for miles from the trail, disrupting an otherwise undisturbed scene (or 
scenery) found in southern New Mexico. Adverse impacts also include 
lights, access roads, cleared swaths of land, off-road vehicle access on 
utility right-of-ways, guy wires, chain link fences, and chemical 
treatments of the vegetation in the corridor. These ancillary impacts are 
often more intrusive than the lines, or sites themselves. One of the 
primary visual characteristics of grasslands is the expansive and 
unobstructed views from all directions.  CTDA 

  

Passage through an area where Trail values, such as a sense of 
remoteness, would not be compromised. We highly encourage sighting 
teams to engage with CDTA and our agency partners to identify these 
key areas and potential mitigation when the CDT and its unique 
resources cannot be avoided. Protection of Visual Resources CDTA is 
concerned that the proposed route of the new transmission line risks the 
loss of the visual resources central to the Trail experience. This particular 
section of the CDT is near a transitional zone were trail users will be 
moving from the Grass Lowlands to the Foothills of the Burro Mountains 
in the Gila National Forest. One of the primary visual characteristics of 
grasslands is the expansive and unobstructed views from all directions. CTDA 
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Trail users that are headed north on the CDT will be looking up toward 
the Burro Mountains and those headed south will be looking down across 
the vast desert grassland towards Lordsburg. The current proposed route 
of the new transmission may have a negative impact on the visual 
resources of this area and therefore negatively affecting the experience 
on the CDT. We recommend that visual resources and the impacts to 
these resources be taken into consideration in a manner consistent with 
the Scenery Management System to adequately protect the integrity and 
quality of the scenic resources in the area. 

165 

I would like to urge the BLM to consider all options available to keep the 
lines from coming too close to the Bosque and endangering the birds and 
wildlife. I'm sure here are many more tracts the lines could take 
throughout NM. How about burying the unsightly power lines? 

183 

I come to Bosque del Apache NWR and the Socorro area to appreciate 
its unique beauty and to see the thousands of birds that migrate there in 
the winter. Having large electrical wires visible anywhere in the vicinity 
would detract from my and many other folks enjoyment of this special 
place and could be an obstacle for the migrating birds as well. I am 
pleased that New Mexico is using alternative power but hope that you 
will be able to design another route for the transmission line. 

190 

We are unalterably opposed to any new transmission lines across public 
lands in New Mexico. Providing the impetus for nonpolluting, renewable 
energy sources is the correct approach but it is only half of the solution. 
To then transport this energy 460 miles across state lines not only 
presents an eyesore, but is harmful to wildlife. 

192 

On the one hand I'm very well aware of the need to develop more 
electricity generation and transportation infrastructure in the USA as we 
go forward. Greatly reducing dependence on petroleum for our energy 
needs as a country is a critical long-term goal. On the other hand, it is 
imperative that the huge capital expenditures that will be needed be 
planned and executed in an intelligent way. They need to harmonize will 
the various other stakeholders' long-term needs and goals also. In this 
particular area along the Rio Grande there really is no justification for 
erecting above-ground high tension lines in our viewsheds. Most of New 
Mexico's residents live in this valley and most tourists and other visitors 
travel through it. I recommend putting the lines underground through all 
of this area or using an alternate route outside the Rio Grande river to the 
east. 

197 

Bird strikes and impacts to the rural farming community are of great 
concern, not to mention the degradation of the viewscape of the refuge 
and Socorro valley (an important resource to the ecotourism of the area). 

215 

The San Pedro River Valley is unspoiled. There are few places like it left 
in America. Those of us who have chosen to live in beautiful and 
untouched areas strive to preserve these qualities which attracted us, and 
which are in increasingly short supply. The lines will destroy the 
untarnished vistas. They have no place in this location. They should run 
along previously established major routes where major roads, telephone 
lines etc. already run. 

227 

We are writing to you on behalf of not only the residents of Aravaipa 
Canyon, but the many people that enjoy the rugged beauty of this remote 
area. 
We personally do not live there but have a sincere interest in keeping this 
unique area as natural as possible. Our very close friends have a ranch 
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that will be directly impacted by the proposed power line route. We have 
gone to this area many times to visit and help them with their ranch. It is 
truly a beautiful, unique part of Arizona. We worry Aravaipa Canyon is a 
one of a kind area and should be left as the beautiful and unique area that 
it is. 

230 

None of the options are very favorable but the idea of crossing the river 
(Rio Grande) on the main flyway into Bosque del Apache National 
Wildlife Refuge has to be the absolute worst. This proposed route would 
have the lines crossing right over farm lands and homes I can look at 
outside the window by this computer. My own home place would not be 
directly affected physically but our reason for choosing this area, 
common to many other people, was its proximity to Bosque del Apache. 
Both wildlife and human values are at stake. 

232 

I am opposed to the proposed route for the power lines following Hwy 
380. It would be a detractor to the pristine viewscapes of the area. I know 
the expense of underground burial of lines is probably prohibitive, but 
somewhere along the line consideration of wildlife and the scenic views 
need consideration. I hope you will give them their due. 

238 

The best route in Southern and Central New Mexico would be along the 
White Sands Missile Range border. Placing the route north-south along 
Interstate Highway 25, and east-west near Highway 380 across the Rio 
Grande will create a real public eyesore. To reiterate, either of the 
alternate routes crossing the Rio Grande in southern New Mexico 
between Arrey and Derry and traveling north-south along the White 
Sands Missile Range border or along the existing power line surely is a 
better route, as there far fewer people and homes impacted and it will be 
out of sight of the general public. 

253 

My husband and I also live here for the expansive, high desert: beauty of 
the area, as do many of the residents of our fine town. Might a portion of 
these lines be put underground? Could that be a consideration? Please 
keep the tourism aspect: of our little town of Deming in mind when 
making your decision about this project. 

256 

My family resides along the planned route for this health hazard, and I 
hope to retire in this area. This canyon has long been valued for its 
wilderness area and natural appearance. Also, in this small and long 
protected canyon the huge ugly towers would forever scar the peaceful, 
natural appearance of the wilderness area. Please do not ruin Klondyke 
and the surrounding areas for those who live and vacation there. Surely 
there are more efficient ways for transferring power than ruining a 
primitive area, when you have already established power-lines outside 
the canyon. 

266 

EVERY effort should be made to run these lines somewhere other than 
along migration routes or better yet, put them underground. We already 
have far too many dangerous and ugly towers and lines in this beautiful 
state – let's not make another blunder. 

274 

A public comment on proposed power line corridor through or near the 
Bosque del Apache NWR: Please count me as strongly opposed. My 
family and I visit this area every year and treasure its natural beauty. 
Power lines over the Rio Grande and through San Antonio would 
certainly spoil this natural beauty that my family uses for spiritual 
renewal. Such a power line corridor may well have negative impacts on 
migrating birds, as well. Please consider alternative corridors, preferably 
through areas that are already developed and less natural. 
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281 

I am a property owner and concerned about the proximity to my land 
[Safford, AZ]. My family lives here and I am not in favor of this 
proposed corridor. It would cause my view and property values to 
decline. 

282 

I am very disturbed over hearing of the possible development of the land 
going through Sunset Mountain. These lines could be put thru an 
alternative route so as not to disturb the natural beauty and wildlife. 

288 

I am writing to you on behalf of not only the residents of Aravaipa 
Canyon, but the many people that enjoy the rugged beauty of this remote 
area. I personally do not live there but have a sincere interest in keeping 
this unique area as natural as possible. My family has a ranch that will be 
directly impacted by the proposed power line route. My family and I 
have taken great pride bringing guests to this area of the United States 
that is truly one of the last great places of the old west. It is a true show 
piece of Arizona. We are now three generations that enjoy the beauty of 
Aravaipa Canyon with the vision of many more to come. 

294 
I am a property owner that is directly affected by this line. It will ruin 
property values and the view of the Mount Graham. 

310 

Windmill Ranches is a development of 326 lots, about 18,000 acre, 36 
miles of road. It is not fully developed – (houses) but owners are slowly 
moving in – (owner will build). The concern is view obstruction. 

320 

We are strongly opposed to the placement of any additional transmission 
lines in the San Pedro Valley. The San Pedro Valley is a very fragile and 
unique environment, I believe unequalled in the rest of the USA. From 
our house we have a great view of the current transmission line. It is a 
visual blight in an otherwise pristine area. Two more lines would be 
horrible. 

325 
Having these huge power lines crisscross along the countryside isn't 
something anyone wants. They are an eyesore. 

326 
The scenic impact of the transmission lines cutting through this largely 
unfragmented landscape is not negligible. 

329 

Just purchased property in Eureka Springs Ranch, I am very interested in 
the forward of renewable energy, however I do not want to look at power 
lines in an area I consider my retirement area. This area is one of the last 
pristine areas in AZ. Please consider an alternate route not through the 
Arivaipa Valley. 

331 

The proposed 500,000 volt transmission lines running through Aravaipa 
Canyon would put a permanent visual and physical "scar" in one of our 
few remaining wilderness areas. Why can't these lines be put 
underground? The visual impact will forever damage any area they area 
erected. 

337 

I am opposed to these lines and towers running thru the canyon or 
Sulpher Springs Valley as an alternate route. It would be an eyesore and 
would disrupt the beauty and quietness of the area. We wish to keep this 
area pristine and beautiful and find no benefit from your disruption in our 
area. 

341 

If a person chooses not to have wind generators on their property then, 
then they should not be required to furnish transmission lines tearing up 
the land, and ruining the view. 

343 

One of your selected so called sites for your proposed energy 
transmission lines through Aravaipa Valley will only rape the land of its 
beauty and its tranquility. Running the companies' lines along the base of 
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the Pindeno Mountain Range and just south of Aravaipa Canyon's 
wilderness area should not even be a consideration of routes. There is no 
reason to destroy the view and desert heading into this wilderness area 
with unsightly lines and wind turbines. The only logical proposal is to 
remain out of the Aravaipa Valley. 

345 

Your proposal to build windmills and power lines through southern 
Arizona is just plain wrong. I bought 36 acres in the Eureka Springs 
Ranch near Willcox and Safford, Arizona and it is so clean and beautiful 
right now. I do not want you to screw it up for the pleasure of the idiots 
that live in California. Let them build more windmills over there. When 
you drive the southern route to the Los Angeles area and you go through 
the area where they have all the thousands of windmills it makes you 
want to puke. Don't ruin my land for the pleasure of others. I paid for it 
with hard earned money and it is mine. 

347 

Others who reside in the "Preferred Alternative" corridor live there 
because of the esthetics of rural living. It is unlikely that the construction 
of two 500 kv power transmission lines running through their property or 
within their line of vision [San Antonio] will take place without 
numerous protests. 

361 

Visual and quality of life resources: The proposed route would have 
many adverse visual impacts. The land in the San Antonio area is 
becoming increasingly used for residences, and most people do not care 
to look at a view of high voltage transmission lines and towers, nor do 
they care to live near them. In addition, the route parallels I-25 for a 
significant distance, and while this is not high mountain beauty, there is 
certainly a spare elegance in the scenery along this route that would be 
violated by high voltage transmission lines and the maintenance roads. 

373 

My hope is that this line will not be routed through Bosque del Apache 
nor any other areas of the state where tourism may be impacted. Please 
be thoughtful in your choices. Luna Co. is just at the threshold of 
residential, commercial, and tourism growth. Don't create an eyesore. 

377 

I am a homeowner in the Klondyke area. I am opposed to having the 
location of the transmission line running thru this area. I plan on retiring 
in this area in a few years and would rather not have transmission lines 
ruining the beauty of the surrounding mountains and landscape. I 
strongly oppose the transmission lines running through Klondyke area or 
the surrounding areas. 

380 

Regarding the Transmission Study Corridor and proposed route, I am 
concerned about the proximity of the new transmission line to the 
Bosque Del Apache NWR and the town of San Antonio. The proposed 
route appears to follow Hwy 380 and would pass through San Antonio. 
This could have a detrimental effect on the viewscape of the town. 

385 

I live in the San Pedro River Valley. I have read about the SunZia 
Transmission project and I am opposed to the idea. Not only for the fact 
that it will add a different view of our landscape, but also the impact it 
will have on the environment. 

388 

Visual resources: I currently look out my kitchen window across 
irrigated fields, watch my horses grazing, see hummingbirds, 
roadrunners, deer, pheasants, turkey and other birds. I definitely do not 
want to see large transmission lines. These would definitely be unsightly 
and degrade the visual resources. The southern route would not be seen 
by near as many people. 
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393 

As a general request, I hope that the location of substation and power line 
would be secluded as possible from the view from public roads and 
private homes. 

394 

The proposed route for the transmission lines through Gila Valley and 
the Aravaipa Valley will negatively affect visual and land and recreation 
resources for the citizens of the Gila Valley and visitors to the Coronado 
National Forest and the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area. The alternate 
route through the Sulphur Springs Valley on the south side of the 
Pinaleno Mountains also negatively affects visual and land and 
recreation resources for visitors to the Coronado National Forest. The 
area in southeast Arizona comprising the Coronado National Forest and 
the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area is relatively unspoiled visually 
and offers exceptional views and provides opportunities to enjoy our 
public lands in a scenic, rugged, and visually stimulating environment 
free of industry and urban sprawl. The nature of the area provides many 
visual vantage points for the casual visitor wishing to stay on established 
roads or for the more spirited who wish to venture off the beaten path. 
Allowing theses large electric transmission lines on the adjacent BLM 
lands on the proposed line route will have a profound and long-lasting 
negative impact for those who visit Coronado National Forest and the 
Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area and live in the surrounding Gila 
Valley communities. Large electric transmission lines scar our lands 
remaining for generations past ours. We would all be better served by 
visually preserving our national Forests and Wilderness Areas viewed 
from within and afar. 

396 

Own approximately 2,400 contiguous acres surveyed and approved for 
sub-dividing into plus or minus 160 acre parcels. Would be concerned 
about visual issues. 

399 
I moved into this area [Klondyke] 34 years ago. Because it is a pristine, 
beautiful wilderness area. Your proposed route would destroy all of this. 

403 

We are in the cattle ranching and hunting business here in Arivaipa 
canyon. We understand your line would be coming across our ranch. We 
are very much against this project. We moved to this area because of its 
remoteness. Also having to look at this line would be bad enough. This 
could be very disruptive to our business, and our way of life. 

410 

We moved here a year ago from Utah to enjoy the beauty of the Sonora 
desert. We believe the transmission pole's and wires would distract the 
beauty of the Redington Conservation area. 

415 Do not want to look at power lines purchased property to look at nature. 

416 

Visual effect of huge power lines: Run the lines where the natural 
environment has already been marred by pipelines, railroads, or major 
highways. 

422 

Alternative routing of the power lines would absolutely ruin Arivaipa 
Canyon. Aravaipa Canyon is an area that needs to remain untouched by 
development. By routing power lines through there, it would ruin the 
natural beauty of the area and would disrupt the wildlife in the area. 

424 

We are against these 2 proposed power line routes thru our scenic 
pristine San Pedro River Valley Watershed, scarring of the landscape 
with roads and the visual impact of 2 ugly power line stretching across 
our pristine landscape 

426 
The route along Hwy 26 and NM Hwy 27 was long ago declared a 
"Scenic ByWay" and there are signs posted designating that status. Land 
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owners where property will be crossed by the "proposed" route in this 
area will suffer financial impacts due to loss in value of property located 
anywhere near the proposed transmission line. New Mexico residents 
will suffer the negative impacts of these proposed power lines, and all 
the related energy development will clutter the skyline in northeast Luna 
County for generations to come. This project is intended primarily to 
benefit residents and business in Arizona and California at the expense of 
New Mexico and even the construction crews and materials will be 
brought in from out of state. Only SunZia and their out of state partners 
stand to benefit financially at the expense of New Mexico and its 
residents. However the alternative route located farther east along the 
Dona Ana County line has advantages over the preferred route. The 
eastern alternative goes thru a more rural area thus not creating as many 
negative visual impacts or lowering adjacent property values quite as 
much. 

429 

I live in the San Pedro Valley off of Gamex Road. The existing power 
line cross my land and are visually not very pretty but to erect 160' tall 
towers? These would be visually obscene and totally destroy the value of 
my property not to mention destroy the natural beauty of an almost 
pristine area of land. 

438 

As beautiful as the protected area, this is a pristine valley; home to 
natural peace, rare serenity and unspoiled views. Transmission lines and 
their accompanying maintenance road would irreversibly change this 
valley's environmental stability. The currently spectacular views would 
no longer be unmarred – strung with high-voltage wires and towers 
reaching between 150 and 200 feet into the once uncharged air. 

442 

As a resident of Arizona and an avid outdoors woman, I would hate to 
see the destruction caused by power lines installed. Since I was a little 
girl, my 11 siblings – parents and I were frequent visitors to Salazar 
Ranch, and surrounding areas. Our father loved the views and hunting 
and we can't imagine how the area would be affected! The visual is an 
important as the terrain is natural – untainted! Please use the highways – 
roadways you already have! 

460 

The currently proposed alternative route through the San Pedro River 
valley is a very poor and destructive choice for the SunZia transmission 
lines. The towers would be ugly and visually disruptive, ruining the 
beautiful sky and mountain views. 

462 

My husband and I spent our savings for the down payment on 80 acres in 
the Aravaipa Valley to eventually build our dream home on – and to 
retire on this beautiful land. We highly object to your proposed path for 
the SunZia project. 
We purchase the land due to the incredible views and untouched desert. 
Please do not ruin our plans and dreams when you have alternate paths 
thru existing high tension line routes (your southernmost alternative 
shown on your maps). 

472 

We live in the town of Bingham. Not only are they going to be ugly, 
they're going to ruin the view. I think those are our main concerns: The 
property values and the view We were going to open up part of the 
property to campers, and how can we do that with a View like that? It 
would destroy the value of the place completely concerns. 

485 

We would prefer that the location of the power line not be parallel to 
191, that it be placed South and take the route paralleling I-10 and go 
northwest on the western slope of Mt. Graham. It would have lower 
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impact on houses, and it just wouldn't be so ugly. It wouldn't be so ugly 
driving down 191 with a big power line. Anyway, that's our preference, 
that they locate it not parallel to 191. 

489 

And one of my questions is why can't you just – since you've already got 
view sheds already destroyed, why can't you just put it a long side there? 
Why go into a valley? The Aravaipa Valley now is pretty much like it 
was fifty or sixty years ago. It doesn't have these eye sores or these 
things that are just taking away from the view shed and the pristineness 
of that area. 

494 

We live and operate a museum-movie set on the Cascabel Road just past 
mile marker 7. One of our best features is an almost totally free of 
obstruction view. We already have power poles to the north of us that 
can be clearly seen. To have them east of us would surely impact our 
business in a very negative way. Our eastern view of the mountain is by 
far our best selling point to film makers and to our tourists. Please, we 
are not a high dollar business only a small mom-pop type. Having poles 
to our area would possibly close us down. 

516 
If the lines were to go through the [Windmill Ranch] it would lower 
property values as well as ruin our views. 

522 

I own property in Windmill Ranches, Ancho New Mexico. I did not buy 
this property to have power lines run through it. I bought it for the clean 
untouched view. Power lines, the use of our roads will destroy what we 
bought it for.  

533 

Socorro is a poor county in New Mexico, and the Festival of the Cranes, 
held annually at Bosque del Apache NWR is a great income generating 
event. Tourism for the county is directly linked to the Refuge, and 
anything that harms the wildlife or mars the view of this rural setting is 
going to have a negative impact. 

552 

On behalf of The Socorro Electric Cooperative, Inc, I would like to 
express my concern on the proposed transmission route that is located 
near the Bosque Del Apache National Wildlife Game Refuge. Socorro 
Electric Cooperative partnered with Bosque Del Apache to place all over 
head electric distribution facilities underground, The intention of this 
project was to eliminate bird contacts and keep the aesthetic qualities of 
the area preserved. 

Socorro 
Electric 
Cooperative 

558 

Visual resource corridors need to be developed for areas along NM state 
Highway 380. the stretch of road between Carrizozo and San Antonio, 
NM is one of the last undeveloped landscapes in the state offering scenic 
views of vast expanses of central New Mexico. There are not enough 
route options to be analyzed through this corridor as all of the proposed 
routes follow the same course and there is not enough variability 
between them to allow for an adequate analysis. Additional route options 
need be designated that traverse the area of the proposed substation 
location. One such option would be to follow Highway 54 south towards 
Alamogordo and west through Las Cruces. The proposed corridor will 
impact an existing BLM scenic byway. 

595 

Visual resource management should be an integral planning 
consideration for transmission lines. To the greatest extent possible, 
viewshed areas designated as visual resource management Class II 
should be avoided, and Class I areas should be excluded from 
development altogether. Recommendations: BLM should direct 
transmission line development to alternate locations away from sensitive 
viewshed areas that qualify as visual resource management Class II and 

The 
Wilderness 
Society 
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areas identified as high quality viewsheds in public comments. BLM 
should exclude Class I visual resource management areas from 
development. Any impacts which are unavoidable should be minimized 
and mitigated to the greatest extent possible. 

610 

I support the development and use of alternative energy sources, but in a 
way that does not degrade the natural and scenic environment of our 
multi-state region. 

636 

Like other owners, I bought this [Windmill Ranch] property because of 
its quiet, rural location and 50 plus mile unobstructed viewscapes of the 
mountains to the south and west. 

688 

I own a lot in the Windmill Ranches subdivision in Ancho, NM. It 
appears that your proposed power line project will affect the ranch. I am 
a stargazer and purchased the lot for the sole purpose of enjoying my 
stargazing hobby under the clear dark obstruction free New Mexico 
skies. Putting up high tension towers and their lines will obstruct the sky 
thus affecting the enjoyment of my hobby. 

699 

The power lines should be kept from public view as much as possible, 
such as the ones west of Springerville, AZ. I think it is preferable to have 
the lines lumbering through the countryside rather than along the 
highway for miles. If possible, the substation should be out of public 
view also. 

856 

The placement of transmission towers along the proposed route adjacent 
to US Highway 54 will introduce a visual impairment to the scenic 
beauty of the area. Otero County 

848 

The northernmost SunZia alignments proposed for New Mexico, which 
cross the Rio Grande near the Bosque del Apache, will likely directly 
impact several significant cultural resources, including the southernmost 
extent of a nearly continuous cluster of medium to large prehistoric 
pueblo villages located along the Rio Grande Valley, in the path of the 
proposed routes. In addition to causing direct adverse effects, the 
proposed alignments could visually mar this virtually intact prehistoric 
landscape and destroy its historic context. NTHP/CDA 

CODE 060.00 Recreation 

8 

Bosque Del Apache is, in my mind, the premier wildlife refuge in the 
lower 48. I have visited many times. Each time I have visited I have 
stayed for days, often two weeks at a time. I have photographed, I have 
recommended this place to many people, both friends and the people 
who take the photo tours I lead in Yellowstone national park in the 
summer. 

16 

The proposed route for the transmission lines through Gila Valley 
adjacent to the Pinaleno Mountains will have a permanent negative 
impact on the land, as well as on the visual and recreation resources of 
the Coronado National Forest located there. 

49 

Natural areas are not easily replaced or renewed after having been dug 
up, destroyed and over-developed. The land there is truly beautiful as it 
is and it would be saddening to see it spoiled! I as well as many of my 
friends and acquaintances really enjoy going to the Aravaipa-Klondyke 
area on day trips. 

61 

Please reconsider your proposal to run transmission lines through the 
Aravaipa Canyon area near Klondyke, Arizona. In addition to the 
ranchers and other who live there, there are numerous hikers, visitors, 
campers, and hunters that frequent this area throughout the year which 
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would be adversely affected. 

90 

The proposed route appears to go through the Department's Cluff Ranch 
Wildlife Area. The proposed route would conflict with the Department's 
Management Plan for Cluff Ranch by potentially decreasing wildlife and 
recreation values at the Wildlife Area. AZGFD 

110 

I have lived in Arizona from more than 30 years. One of the reasons that 
I choose to live in the Southwest was the access to Wilderness areas for 
hiking. If we allow ourselves to put power line through them they will no 
longer be the valuable resource that they are now. 

113 

The proposed route for the transmission lines through the Gila Valley 
and the Aravaipa Valley will negatively affect visual and land and 
recreation resources for the citizens of the Gila Valley and visitors to the 
Coronado National Forest and the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area. 
The alternate route through the Sulphur Springs Valley on the south side 
of the Pinaleno Mountains also negatively affects visual and land and 
recreation resources for visitors to the Coronado National Forest. The 
area in southeast Arizona comprising the Coronado National Forest and 
the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area is relatively unspoiled visually 
and offers exceptional views and provides opportunities to enjoy our 
public lands in a scenic, rugged, and visually stimulating environment 
free of industry and urban sprawl. The nature of the area provides many 
visual vantage points for the casual visitor wishing to stay on established 
roads or for the more spirited who wish to venture off the beaten path. 

115 

This wilderness has many uses...the use of the hunting opportunities in 
this specific area. There is Javalina, Mountain Lion, and Deer in this 
location that many go to hunt every year. 

159 

I am writing on behalf of the Continental Divide Trail Alliance (CDTA). 
The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail was designated by 
Congress in 1978 as a unit of the National Trails System. The 3,100 mile 
CDT traverses the magnificent Continental Divide between Mexico and 
Canada. It travels through 25 National Forests, 21 Wilderness areas, 3 
National Parks, 1 National Monument, 8 BLM resource areas and 
through the states of Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado and New 
Mexico. The vision for the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail is to 
create a primitive and challenging backcountry trail on or near the 
Continental Divide to provide people with the opportunity to experience 
the unique and incredibly scenic qualities of the area. For many of the 
same reasons National Parks are established, National Scenic Trails are 
created to conserve the nationally significant scenic, historic, natural and 
cultural qualities of the area. In addition, National Scenic Trails are 
designed for recreation and the enjoyment of these very special places. 
We would like to minimize the impacts of utility developments and their 
associated facilities on the Trail's resources. In order to provide the 
highest quality experience on the CDT, at this point, we would prefer the 
identified alternative route that would locate the proposed transmission 
lines near the Interstate 10 corridor in Hidalgo County through 
Lordsburg, NM. We support and encourage the following guidelines 
when identifying areas, where when necessary to cross, parallel or 
otherwise include the CDT, utility lines and facilities may be located as 
to reduce their impacts to the CDT: Location is where the CDT crosses 
an existing state or federal highway or highway intersection. CDTA 

232 
I am opposed to the proposed route for the power lines following Hwy 
380... it has the potential to impact negatively the economy of the area 
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from loss of bird watchers and other outdoor enthusiasts. I know that 
projects like these are necessary, but surely there are more isolated routes 
where the impact would be less. I know the expense of underground 
burial of lines is probably prohibitive, but somewhere along the line 
consideration of wildlife and the scenic views need consideration. 

256 
Please do not ruin Klondyke and the surrounding areas for those who live 
and vacation there. 

341 

We have antelope hunters from all over the United States that hunt 3 
days each fall. Most fill out the first day and then stay of another 2 or 3 
days just to enjoy the quiet and peacefulness and mostly the open space 
and the views. Is this not important? 

421 
I plan on using the areas for recreation and do not want to see power 
lines. This is supposed to be a wilderness area. 

557 

We have a community there, of folks who like the place, for the way it 
looks. This has a high degree of value to most of us. This is a major 
reason we chose to invest in the San Pedro Valley in the first place. 
There's an idea called ecotourism. Some of us depend on visitation by the 
general public, to help us survive out there. It is a great place to visit for 
camping, hunting, bird watching, hiking and many recreational activities. 

613 

Electromagnetic fields would negatively affect property use and value, 
recreational values, as well as wildlife, and consequently affect hunting 
and recreational experiences in the area [Cascabel.] 

624 
Further, the lines and their service roads would complicate ranch 
management and recreational vistas [San Pedro River Valley.]  

CODE 070.00 Biological Resources 

10 

Transmission lines and industrial-scale renewable energy installations 
could also adversely impact much of the remaining intact habitat in the 
southwest through direct impacts as well as fragmentation, thereby 
further threatening already rare and endangered species. Therefore, to the 
largest extent possible, siting conflicts between renewable energy 
projects and the rare and endangered resources should be avoided 
through careful planning and a robust NEPA process. Any remaining 
impacts that cannot be completely avoided must be minimized and the 
remaining impact fully mitigated. consider a meaningful range of 
alternatives that avoid significant impacts to resources including, but not 
limited to, impacts to species, habitats, riparian areas, ACECs, and water 
resources. consider all impacts of the project in conjunction with other 
threats to the environment including, for example, impacts to species and 
habitats due to climate change and persistent drought; *consider the 
project in the context of Federal, state, and local area planning – 
specifically, on public lands along with any proposed RMP amendments, 
the DEIS must consider how the piecemeal designation of a new energy 
corridor in this area may undermine long-term planning given that many 
of the RMP's at issue are outdated. 

Center for 
Biological 
Diversity 

10c 

Impacts to Listed Species and Habitats Should be Avoided. The 
proposed project would, at minimum, impact rare riparian habitat in the 
Arizona and New Mexico deserts including areas designated as critical 
habitat for at least three species listed under the ESA: the endangered 
Southwestern willow flycatcher, threatened Loach minnow, and 
threatened spikedace. The DEIS should include at least one, and 
preferable more than one, alternative that would avoid all impacts to 
designated critical habitat and listed species in the project area. To the 

Center for 
Biological 
Diversity 
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contrary, however, it appears that all of the proposed alternatives in the 
"SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Preliminary Study Corridors" 
map, date March 5, 2009, would impact several of the critical habitat 
areas for the species identified above and other rear riparian habitat as 
well as significantly fragmenting other habitats it passes through. Indeed, 
one of the proposed alternatives impacts designated critical habitat for an 
additional species – critical habitat for the endangered Gila chub. A more 
robust identification of alternatives is clearly needed in the DEIS. 
Moreover, the DEIS must adequately consider the significant impacts 
caused by fragmentation of existing habitat due to the proposed line as 
well as the roads that would be put in place for construction and 
maintenance of the line. The benefits to species from maintaining large 
intact habitat areas and movement corridors are well documented and 
must be considered in the DEIS and particularly in the development of 
alternatives. In addition to listed species, the project area is also home to 
many BLM sensitive species, State species of concern, and native plant 
populations that should be protected. 

10c  

In this instance, much of the project are for the proposed SunZia line as 
presented in the scoping documents supports a variety of rare and 
threatened species and the line would cause direct, indirect and 
cumulative impacts to those species and habitats including causing 
increased fragmentation of habitat. 

Center for 
Biological 
Diversity 

34 

It is not necessary to undo conservationist measures already in place such 
as protected lands in the San Pedro River Valley or the Bosque del 
Apache in order to implement green energy projects. Protection of 
wildlife habitat can continue along with production and delivery of green 
energy if we act locally and think smaller projects rather than large. 
Everybody can win, including the birds, animals, rural conservationists 
and city dwellers. A new way of looking at the supply and delivery of 
energy is the truly green approach. 
With consideration for both the need of habitat conservation and for 
efficient energy production and delivery, I request the BLM to protect 
the wild lands we already have from further development of energy 
transmission projects. 

35 

The proposed SunZia transmission corridor should follow the existing 
transmission corridor to minimize cumulative impacts to natural 
resources. The proposed route from Deming to Lordsburg includes 
creation of a new corridor to the north of the existing corridor. Apart 
from some settlement areas around Deming, we would prefer to see that 
the proposed route follows the existing transmission corridor to minimize 
new land disturbance causing associated problems with habitat loss, 
erosion, etc. In general, the proposed transmission line and any energy 
project associated with the transmission line should avoid sensitive 
Chihuahuan Desert grassland, identified as international priority for 
conservation. 

Gila 
Resources 
Information 
Project 
(GRIP) 

36 

This area should be avoided because it is a pristine environment. It is one 
of the few areas left in the State of Arizona that is still wild. At the 
moment there are few people and very little development. Because of 
this wildlife can move freely through their natural corridors and live 
undisturbed lives in their natural habitats. The construction of this 
transmission line would severely alter this environment. The new roads 
built alongside the lines would make easy access for many more people 
to invade this unique environment. There would be fewer and fewer 
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places for the wildlife survive. I ask the BLM and SunZia to please leave 
the Aravaipa Valley undisturbed and wild. 

81 

The broader concern is that should these transmission lines be built in 
lieu of locally generated power, that they not disrupt wildlife. It is 
obvious that the process of construction will have a bad, if temporary, 
effect. Roads, encouraging ORV'ers and hunters in locations previously 
inaccessible, will have a bad effect. The bad effect that I would anticipate 
is an actual decrease in wildlands usable by the animals as well as 
fragmentation. These concerns apply to any areas that have been 
previously remote, most of which would be in the highlands. I am 
encouraged by the June 15th agreement between the Western Governors 
and Cabinet secretaries "to work together on protecting wildlife corridors 
essential to the survival of migratory animals such as pronghorn, caribou, 
mule deer, and elk." We don't have big migrations here, but Agriculture 
Secretary Vilsack also said, "It is important that we take steps to protect 
our country's wildlife corridors as we plan infrastructure for a new 
energy future and updated transportation systems." (http://www.ens-
ewswire.com!ens!jun2009/2009-06-IS-092.asp) I hope that that attitude 
is adopted during consideration of the SunZia project. My other concern 
is for riparian areas near the lines. However, it is part of the bigger 
picture of private land being near riparian corridors, and riparian 
corridors attract a lot of wildlife.  

81c 

With respect to the San Pedro River Valley, I note that your maps 
indicate that despite its being SW Willow Flycatcher habitat, it is also 
marked as a "moderate opportunity area." In any event, the San Pedro 
River valley has been declared one of the "last great places" by the 
Nature Conservancy. Although the valley has suffered the ill effects of 
excessive groundwater pumping and the once fully flowing river, rich 
with wildlife is a mere shadow of its former self, it remains the last free-
flowing river in the Southwest and a hugely important wildlife corridor. 

90 

The Department opposes any route that follows the San Pedro River 
Valley and the FourMile Creek area between the Galiuro and Aravaipa 
Wildernesses which is currently undeveloped. The Department has 
identified an important wildlife corridor between the Galiuros and 
Aravaipa to connect bighorn sheep habitat in that area. The San Pedro 
River watershed supports several wildlife species. Parts of the watershed 
have excellent mule deer and javelina habitat which provides high 
quality hunting opportunities for the public. In addition, the watershed 
supports many listed and candidate species. Any route within the San 
Pedro River watershed will have an impact on the watershed. Cumulative 
impacts should be analyzed for all species in the watershed if this route is 
chosen. AZGFD 

90c 

One of the proposed alternatives appears to run just south of the 
Aravaipa Ecosystem Management Plan (AEMP) area. The AEMP did 
not anticipate any new transmission lines and did not assess the impacts 
associated with construction of a utility line. Neither the AEMP nor the 
BLM Safford District Resource Management Plan designated the 
proposed or alternative routes as utility corridors. In fact, the lands 
between the AEMP and the Coronado National Forest (Galiuro 
Mountains) were designated for BLM acquisition due to their high 
resource values. This area is on the edge of desert bighorn sheep habitat 
and is excellent mule deer, whitetail, and javelina habitat.  
The proposed route appears to go through the Department's Cluff Ranch AZGFD 
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Wildlife Area. The proposed route would conflict with the Department's 
Management Plan for Cluff Ranch by potentially decreasing wildlife and 
recreation values at the Wildlife Area. 

90c 

The proposed route also appears traverse the Department's newly 
acquired lands along the San Pedro River at the Aravaipa confluence. 
The lands were acquired by the Department to protect important breeding 
habitat for Southwest willow flycatcher (WIFL) and numerous other 
species. It has a high density of WIFL nesting areas, includes critical 
habitat for spike dace and loach minnow, and is habitat for a number of 
sensitive species including lowland leopard frog and yellow-billed 
cuckoo. This route would negatively impact the wildlife and their habitat 
in this new wildlife area. The Department realizes the proposed route is 
north of the Peloncillo Mountain Wilderness Area; however, the route 
appears to still pass through the mountain range which is critical desert 
bighorn sheep habitat. The San Simon Valley has existing pronghorn 
habitat as well as potential pronghorn habitat. The Department has built 
wildlife water catchment to help promote habitat suitability of the area. 
The proposed route appears to be adjacent to at least one of our wildlife 
water catchments (Timber Draw). AZGFD 

90c 

The alternative route between the proposed Willow Substation and the 
Winchester Substation is an existing power line route, which the 
Department typically prefers. However, it passes through the Winchester 
Mountains which has good deer habitat and a Mexican spotted owl PAC. 
The route also passes through Allen Flat which is one of the 
Department's prime hunting habitat for pronghorn. The last couple 
alternative routes pass through Sulphur Springs valley which supports a 
variety of wildlife such as pronghorn, Ornate box turtles, and Sandhill 
cranes. Any new roads, as well as the power line would have impacts on 
those species, especially Sandhill cranes which use fields in the valley 
and are known to collide with power lines. Further north in the Aravaipa 
Valley, the power line would create new roads through quality mule deer 
and javelina habitat. AZGFD 

93 

Conservation efforts have been focused along the lower San Pedro River 
because of the large stands of cottonwood willow forest and extensive 
mesquite bosques that support a diversity of species, several of which are 
threatened or endangered. Although the transmission lines themselves 
may not interfere with these habitats, the potential necessity to 
periodically clear vegetation beneath the lines certainly needs to be taken 
into consideration when long-term impacts are assessed. It would be 
preferable to locate the transmission line in an area of the river where 
vegetation is low-growing and sparse, i.e., where the water table is deep 
and does not support tall, dense riparian vegetation. The GIS map sent to 
EPG shows the location of four properties owned in fee by SRP, which 
were acquired as mitigation for impacts to endangered species at 
Roosevelt Lake, specifically the endangered Southwestern willow 
flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) and the yellow-billed cuckoo 
(Coccyzux americanus). These lands secure, in part, SRP's Incidental 
Take Permit (ITP), issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under 
the Endangered Species Act, which allows us to store water in Roosevelt 
Lake, a major source of water for the Phoenix metropolitan area. The 
proposed transmission line crossing at Aravaipa Creek passes through 
one and near two other of these mitigation properties. Any impacts to 
these mitigation lands would need to be fully offset, following the SRP 
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requirements of the Roosevelt Lake ITP and associated Habitat 
Conservation Plan. Mitigation lands must contain large, contiguous 
stands of tall, dense riparian habitat that supports breeding flycatchers 
and must be located so the riparian habitat can be managed effectively. If 
a mitigation property is bisected or partially impacted, replacement of 
only the impacted portions would not necessarily meet the terms of the 
ITP and HCP. 

111 

I live in the San Pedro River valley, about 25 miles north of Benson. It is 
an area rich in biological and archeological resources, and as the last 
free-flowing river in AZ, a very major migratory bird corridor as well as 
having areas that are protected by Conservation Easements held by the 
USBR to protect the Southwest Willow Flycatcher. The valley is 
sparsely populated, allowing the cross corridors between the Winchester 
and Galliuro mountain ranges to the east and the Rincon and Santa 
Catalina ranges on the western side of the watershed to serve as very 
viable "sky island" connections for wildlife migration. 

161 

I know the power lines in question will affect the lives of thousands of 
people, but they will also affect wildlife and their habitat hundreds of 
thousands in the years in making, animals and plants that also rely on this 
area for their very lives. They and their habitat have been here far longer 
than we humans have. I am certain that individuals of the most 
technologically advanced nation in the world can find a viable solution to 
this environmental dilemma. 

195 

This is asinine. Do you gentlemen have any clue about the millions of 
man hours, not to mention millions of dollars that have been exet1ed and 
spent in ensuring the survival and recovery of the Sandhill Crane, the 
several species of Snow Geese, and the endangered Pintail Duck. There 
is an abundance of land well to the south of San Antonio, N.M. that 
could be procured and used to satisfy your needs. I would also like to 
point out that there are several species of mammals that reside on the 
BLM lands you propose to encroach upon that are also threatened or 
endangered. 

289 

How can we say we are helping the environment with renewable 
resources, when the very means by which they are delivered ravage the 
environment itself? There has to be a better way than trampling through 
the habitats of countless numbers of animals and plant life. 

326 

Contrary to your poster of the Biological Resources and Cultural and 
Paleontological Opportunities and Constraints on display at the scoping 
sessions, the San Pedro Valley is not a "low" area of concern. The 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), The Bureau of Reclamation, The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC), Pima County, Center for Desert 
Archaeology and others have invested heavily here because they 
recognize it as an area of critical environmental and cultural concern. 
And it is not just the main stem San Pedro River; scientists have become 
more cognizant of how ecosystems work together, and how 
fragmentation depletes their sustainability. These are points that the 
Cascabel Working Group (CWG) and its extensive network of support 
made in opposition to the proposed I-10 bypass route – that followed a 
nearly identical path as SunZia's proposal – which eventually won over 
the Arizona Department of Transportation to drop it. I wish to make clear 
that this is not a NIMBY concern. It is a "Not In Our Environmentally 
Critical Areas" concern. The CWG opposed the I-10 bypass despite the 
fact that many would have profited from increased property values and 
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easier access. A group of neighbors, of which I am a part, recently 
donated some 1,700 acres of conservation easements to TNC, through 
which the proposed SunZia route map passes. Locals are educated about 
the specialness of this area, and are willing to give of their time and 
resources to protect it. 

381 

The San Pedro River Valley is one of the lynch pins of North American 
biodiversity. Over 400 bird species, countless mammals, etc. rely upon it 
for migration routes, food, and shelter as attested by numerous scientific 
studies. More disturbance, construction, roads, etc. will damage this 
priceless resource and invite continued degradation of the landscape via 
the access roads and the vehicles that will use them on an ever increasing 
basis (ATV's, off-road vehicles). 

385 

Putting in new roads will destroy natural habitat and make it easier for 
trespassing. I also think the route through San Pedro, Redington, and 
Aravaipa would do damage to riparian areas that is home to many 
different species. 

466 

Aravaipa Creek is home to two federally threatened fish species, the 
spikedace and the loach minnow, and is the only waterway in Arizona 
still to have all of its native fish species. Other species of special concern 
in the creek and nearby are four other fishes (longfin dace, roundtail 
chub, desert sucker, and Sonoran sucker), three bird species (yellow-
billed cuckoo, gray hawk, and black hawk), the desert tortoise, and the 
desert bighorn sheep. In other words, Aravaipa Canyon and its watershed 
constitute a unique environment and an ecologically sensitive area. In 
fact, the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness has been called the "crown jewel" 
of the wilderness areas administrated by BLM. Protection of the special 
aspects of this environment is a very high priority for [Aravaipa Property 
Owners Association] APOA and the proposed transmission line route 
would threaten the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness in a number of ways. (I) 
The proposed route would cross or closely parallel Aravaipa Creek on 
the east side of the wilderness and cross the Aravaipa Creek watershed 
for much of its length. This could greatly alter water flow in the 
watershed and the creek and destroy or alter habitat important to native 
species. (2) The proposed route would block the important wildlife 
corridor between the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness and the Galiuro 
Wilderness in the Coronado National Forest. This area is an essential 
wildlife corridor for many animals, such as desert bighorn sheep, black 
bears, mountain lions, and mule deer, and it connects these two 
ecologically pristine areas. 

549 

Habitat Fragmentation – Transmission line corridors and renewable 
generation create habitat fragmentation. Analysis needs to be done to 
identify intact habitat types that will be segmented by the proposed route 
and associated development. This analysis needs to evaluate the expected 
impacts of fragmentation versus a range of alternatives such as 
distributed load based generation. 

595 

Today in Arizona, these riparian and wetland communities have become 
totally restricted to drainages that provide the necessary water supply 
throughout the growth season. Riparian corridors are the most 
endangered of Arizona's environments, with less than 10 percent 
remaining in an essentially natural state. These remaining corridors 
support an amount of species that is very disproportionate to their size. 
They are crucial corridors for species movement and stopover points for 
migrating species. [32] listed special status species in the Aravaipa 

Wilderness 
Society 
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Canyon watershed. 

655 

My family owns a farm just north of Highway 380 in San Antonio, NM. 
These power lines would interfere with the fields under cultivation. It 
would also adversely affect the animals and birds in the area. Every year 
hundreds of migratory humming birds reach our farm; with humming 
from power lines, they may take an alternate route. 

851 

The Nature Conservancy would also recommend that on-site biological 
assessments may play an important part in reducing impacts to wildlife. 
Within the general route identified as having the least impact [far eastern 
route that runs along the eastern border of White Sands Missile Range 
and crosses the Rio Grande just north of the Texas border], there may be 
numerous opportunities to reduce impacts by adjusting siting 
recommendations on a relatively smaller scale.  TNC 

825 

Two environmental areas of concern are the Aplomado Falcon release 
program and the Todsen's Pennyroyal conservation effort. Significant 
coordination and impact assessments need to be done to resolve any 
potential impact on these two environmental areas of concern. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

CODE 071.00 Waterfowl/Migratory Birds 

4 

The friends of Bosque, Bosque del Apache NWR, private citizens, 
conservation groups, and other federal, state and local agencies, are 
concerned about 2 proposed high capacity 500 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
lines through south and central New Mexico. The lines will transfer 
energy produced through wind and solar generators east of the corridor 
once it is established. The transmission route requires crossing the Rio 
Grande, and the proposed corridor follows Highway 380 through San 
Antonio just north of the Refuge. This proposal transects the flight path 
used by migratory birds including the sandhill cranes, snow geese, and 
ducks that travel up and down the river valley. Alternate routes take the 
power lines across the river between the Refuge and Hatch, New Mexico 
and along the boundary of White Sands Missile Range. Although one of 
these southern routes may be preferred due to the apparent lesser impact 
on the birds, there is not enough data available to make such an 
important statement at this time. 

6 

The proposed SunZia transmission line needs to be sited on or along the 
White Sands Missile Range boundary, and NOT run through the village 
of San Antonio, nor cross the Rio Grande between San Antonio and Luis 
Lopez. The Migratory Flyway: hundreds of thousands of migrating 
waterfowl navigate the Rio Grande, moving north and south seasonally, 
right down in the greenbelt which the power line would cross 
perpendicularly. The cranes are very large birds, they feed in the fields, 
October through March. The proposal is dangerous to the many 
migrating fowl. Scenic/Tourism: human birders now stay at B&Bs and 
avian sanctuaries directly in the path of the birds and the route alternative 
to the north of San Antonio. The growing business would be disrupted 
due to visual blight and the birds being disrupted. 

8 

Bosque Del Apache is, in my mind, the premier wildlife refuge in the 
lower 48. I have visited many times. Each time I have visited I have 
stayed for days, often two weeks at a time. I have photographed, I have 
recommended this place to many people, both friends and the people 
who take the photo tours I lead in Yellowstone national park in the 
summer. It is not just Bosque that concerns me, but the potential threat to 
the flyway. After all, Bosque was built by the CCC to restore habitat to 
the seriously endangered, at the time, Sandhill Cranes. I remember the 
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projects to introduce Whooping Cranes to Bosque and recall power lines 
along their migratory route was part of problem in getting a population 
established. If we add more power lines, we threatened a number of 
species which our nation worked hard to save. It seems we are going 
backwards here. Certainly with modern technology we can find ways to 
balance our need for electricity with protection of species important to 
the balance of nature. 

11 

I wanted to comment on the proposed transmission lines south of San 
Antonio NM, which will by any reasonable standard be a huge threat to 
the safety of the birds migrating down that corridor to the Bosque del 
Apache Wildlife Refuge. 

19 

Katie McLanem RPh of Las Cruces is opposed to the power lines 
planned near the Bosque, partly because it may disrupt migration or 
injure migrating birds, and partly because they are ugly. 

33 

The proposed and alternative transmission routes through central New 
Mexico will avoid crossing directly through the Bosque del Apache 
National Wildlife Refuge, however in skirting around the actual refuge 
lands, the proposed and alternative routes will bisect the ecoregional 
conservation area known as the "Bosque Wilderness Area" (please note: 
this is not a federal designation) as identified on the attached map. The 
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge includes 10 miles of Rio 
Grande River frontage and is a critical migratory stopover along the 
Rocky Mountain Flyway. The Refuge is a destination for migrating 
waterbirds, neotropical migrants, shorebirds and raptors, including 
threatened, endangered and imperiled species. The EIS should evaluate 
the impacts of the proposed and alternative transmission line routes on 
the migration corridors of these species -including cranes, waterfowl and 
raptors – as they fly in and out of the habitat contained in the National 
Wildlife Refuge. Design elements for the proposed and alternative routes 
can be used to minimize the mitigation needed to address impacts to 
these species. The EIS should also evaluate design alternatives that 
include burying the transmission line as it crosses the migratory corridor 
and off-site mitigation to compensate for lost habitat. TNC 

34 

The problem of electro-magnetic interference with migratory paths and 
with the life-cycles of birds and other animals in the immediate 
proximity of the lines. New times call for new methods. A new way of 
looking at the supply and delivery of energy is the truly green approach. 
With consideration for both the need of habitat conservation and for 
efficient energy production and delivery, I request the BLM to protect 
the wild lands we already have from further development of energy 
transmission projects. 

39 

As a professional ornithologist, and as a frequent, long-time visitor to 
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, I must protest your 
proposal to install high-capacity transmission lines in the vicinity of San 
Antonio, north of the Bosque Refuge. Erection of such transmission lines 
in this area almost certainly would prove devastating to numbers of large 
birds such as eagles and other large raptors, and especially geese and 
Sandhill Cranes which frequent this entire area in immense numbers 
during the migration seasons and throughout the winter. Surely available 
is some alternate route that would provide significantly less impact on 
the environment and avoid the destruction of birdlife that likely would be 
associated with the present proposal. Many of my friends and colleagues 
are, like me, proponents of improved energy projects BUT NOT AT 
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THE EXPENSE OF A MAJOR WILDLIFE RESOURCE. 

52 

The currently proposed route through San Antonio is completely 
unacceptable, as it would have a very strong negative impact on the 
flyway of thousands of cranes, geese, ducks, and other migratory birds 
which travel through this area to the Bosque del Apache annually. Some, 
in fact, make flights through this area daily in the winter to feeding 
grounds north of the Bosque, then return to the Bosque for safe roosting 
at night. 

65 

A proposal which routes high capacity transmission lines within sight of 
the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge is untenable. Analogies 
of equally absurd proposals would be a commercial airport in Yosemite 
National Park, or a cell phone tower on the White House lawn. Some 
things should just be out of bounds to even consider. We have already 
seen in California the error of allowing the installation of a wind farm in 
a critical area which then killed and continues to kill, far too many 
migratory raptors. This blunder could have been averted had there been a 
responsible study made. It would be tragic to have a similar mistake 
befall the world renown Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge. As a 
biologist/naturalist, the danger these same lines undoubtedly will be to 
large birds of all species; is equally un-thinkable.  

72 
The route just north of the [Bosque del Apache] refuge could bring great 
harm to the migrating birds that winter there and enter it from the north. 

76 

The large birds that find refuge along the Rio Grande will be vulnerable 
to electrocution on the transmission line. The birds fly north and south 
between the Bosque and the nearby farm fields where they feed during 
the day, and are likely to be killed in significant numbers. 

78 

Following the public meeting in Socorro, it is obvious that there are 
many unanswered questions as to the effect that these power lines will 
have on migratory birds, specifically the sandhill cranes. As a former 
resident of the San Luis Valley, I have witnessed the devastation that 
power lines can cause to flocks of cranes under adverse weather 
conditions, and how they hastened the demise of the reintroduced 
whooping crane population. Running two 500kV lines (and countless 
ones to follow) perpendicular to the daily flight path of many 
overwintering cranes is further complicating an already obstructed path 
for this struggling population. There are alternate routes to the south that 
appear to be better for this purpose since they do not intersect a daily 
flight path and may be in a location where many birds are flying higher 
on a longer migration jump; however, there is not enough data or time at 
this point to determine the best route. 

80 

The SunZia proposal has the potential to entail enormous impacts within 
the Central Rio Grande Valley, an area that serves as a vital north-south 
migration corridor for scores of thousands of migratory birds each spring 
and fall. The Valley also harbors a number of endangered or threatened 
species and others listed as species of concern. Analyzing and evaluating 
likely impacts from construction and operation of a 500 kilovolt 
transmission system that bisects the migratory corridor perpendicular to 
the flight lines must entail many specific facts, details, specifications, 
protocols, policies, and detailed plans of operation. 

82 

I would hope that everything is being to totally evaluate the potential 
consequences of power lines that could affect the birds that come to 
Bosque. Bosque is a national and really an international treasure with 
people from all over the country as well as the world who come to visit 
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Bosque and many world class photographers come and photograph the 
majesty of Bosque. 

90 

The last couple alternative routes pass through Sulphur Springs valley 
which supports a variety of wildlife such as pronghorn, Ornate box 
turtles, and Sandhill cranes. Any new roads, as well as the power line 
would have impacts on those species, especially Sandhill cranes which 
use fields in the valley and are known to collide with power lines. AZGFD 

92 

The San Pedro River is the last free-flowing river in the state of Arizona, 
and was identified as one of the ten most endangered rivers in the United 
States by American Rivers in 1999. Due to the river and its associated 
wetlands, it contains the highest quality riparian gallery forest in all of 
southern Arizona and remains a critical area for seasonal migratory birds 
between North, Central and South America. Ultimately, the County 
prefers that the segment of alternative route that crosses through the San 
Pedro Valley in Pima County be removed. Pima County 

94 

Transmission lines can present direct physical hazard to birds, in the 
form of electrocution or collision. NMDGF strongly recommends that 
the SunZia power lines and substations should be designed and 
constructed in full conformance with the Avian Power Line Interaction 
Committee· publications Suggested Practices for Raptor Protection on 
Power Lines: The State of the Art in 2006, and Mitigating Bird 
Collisions with Power Lines: The State of the Art in 1994 (both available 
at http://www.aplic.org). The Rio Grande is a major migratory corridor 
for all types of birds. Most birds migrate at altitudes well above any 
power lines, however they may fIy lower during adverse weather or 
when approaching or leaving a stopover location, NMDGF has particular 
concern about the preferred route where it crosses the Rio Grande at San 
Antonio_ This route passes directly between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge, and the NMDGF Bernardo 
and La Joya Wildlife Management Areas north of Socorro, which are 
managed to provide food and habitat for wintering waterfowl and other 
migratory birds. This riparian wetland complex is host to 35,000-72,000 
migrating and wintering sandhill cranes, 40,000-45,000 snow geese and 
approximately 100,000 ducks. We have documented the movement of 
5,000-20,000 geese daily between Bosque del Apache and Bernardo. 
One thousand to 3,000 cranes move off the river daily to nearby 
agricultural fields. Cranes and waterfowl are susceptible to power line 
collisions because of their large size and relative lack of maneuverability, 
particularly where the lines are situated between preferred resting and 
feeding areas, Special status species which may occur at the Bosque del 
Apache include brown pelican, neotropic cormorant, bald eagle and 
southwestern willow flycatcher. Most of the alternatives to the San 
Antonio crossing involve routes east of the Rio Grande, crossing the 
river at the Derry-Arrey area south of Caballo Reservoir.  NMDGF 

94c 

Potential wildlife concerns with those routes, which should be evaluated 
in the EIS, include impact to experimental (Endangered Species Act 
Section 10m) reintroduced Aplomado falcons south and east of the 
Bosque del Apache, occupied desert bighorn sheep habitat, BLM special 
management areas, migratory birds at the Derry-Arrey river crossing, 
and loss or fragmentation of Chihuahuan Desert grasslands, a key habitat 
type identified in the Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy for 
New Mexico. Issues of concern pertaining to the southern portion of the 
proposed New Mexico route of the Sunzia lines (from interstate 25 to the NMDGF 
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Arizona state line) include Chihuahuan Desert grasslands, and 
concentrations of ducks, cranes and raptors in the area between Hatch 
and Deming. The San Simon Cienega is also one of the few riparian 
habitats in the area. The Cook Peak range, and other pinyon-juniper 
foothills, should be surveyed for nesting state Threatened gray vireos. To 
aid in siting and mitigation planning, we recommend that the EIS process 
include monitoring seasonal bird flight behavior at potential collision 
hazard locations: the San Antonio crossing of the Rio Grande, the 
Derry/Arrey crossing of the Rio Grande, the crossing of the Caballo 
Mountains ridgeline, and the Hatch-Deming bird concentration area. 
Study data should include flight altitude and be species specific where 
possible, and also include radar monitoring of night migrants. Project 
planning should include development of a project specific post-
construction Avian Protection Plan (see APLIC Suggested Practices 
document for guidance), with mortality monitoring and adaptive 
management provisions. Bird diverter devices should be installed on the 
lines at potential collision hazard locations, and support towers should be 
lighted only where required by law, using red or red-and-white blinking 
or strobe lights. Towers should be erected without guy lines if possible; 
if a guyed design is necessary, the guy wires should be provided with 
bird diverters.  

111 

I live in the San Pedro River valley, about 25 miles north of Benson. It is 
an area rich in biological and archeological resources, and as the last 
free-flowing river in AZ, a very major migratory bird corridor as well as 
having areas that are protected by Conservation Easements held by the 
USBR to protect the Southwest Willow Flycatcher. The valley is 
sparsely populated, allowing the cross corridors between the Winchester 
and Galliuro mountain ranges to the east and the Rincon and Santa 
Catalina ranges on the western side of the watershed to serve as very 
viable "sky island" connections for wildlife migration. 

122 
Please do not put up power lines in the path of the thousands of cranes 
and geese that approach the Refuge each day in the fall and winter. 

124 

I find it very disturbing that more thought has not been put in to the 
location of the transmission lines, as it will cross between the two 
National Wildlife Refuges. It seems that this location will have a 
devastating effect on our National Treasures as this is the major flyway. 
People from around the world travel t o see the magnificent flight of the 
Sand Hill Cranes and The Snow Geese. I believe that the lines in this 
location would kill many of these magnificent creatures. 

128 

It has come to my attention that the BLM is considering allowing the 
placing of high voltage lines to carry electricity from solar panels and 
wind generators To the East of the Rio Grande River crossing the river 
North of the flight line of migratory birds into the Bosque del Apache 
NWR. Will you please extend the period for studying alternate routes or 
methods of transporting this electricity? It is very important for the 
quality of life in this part of New Mexico that the migrating birds have a 
safe flyway. 

129 

I am distressed to hear there is consideration of bringing a transmission 
line through the flight path for birds that visit Bosque del Apache every 
year. Bosque del Apache is a New Mexico treasure that is rated as one of 
the top 10 birding areas in the world Please do not just put a transmission 
line in without looking at other possible options, considering the impact 
on the birds and the surrounding farm land and taking into consideration 
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the loss for bird and people that would result if a transmission line is 
placed near Bosque del Apache. 

133 

Please do not place transmission lines near San Antonio, in the migration 
path of sandhill cranes, ducks and snow geese that winter at the Bosque 
del Apache. This is a particularly ill-suited site for such a project. 

152 

I must say I was shocked and dismayed when I received notice of your 
proposal to place the transmission lines near San Antonio where they 
would interfere with the annual migration route of thousands of sandhill 
cranes, snow geese and ducks that winter at the Bosque del Apache. 
Placing high power transmission lines in this area would potentially kill 
thousands of birds and endanger the long term health of these species in 
New Mexico. I am certain that alternative routes or methods of 
transmission can be developed that will enable your project to succeed 
without creating an environmental disaster for these birds and the Bosque 
del Apache. 

156 

I am concerned about the proposed power lines which are scheduled to 
run near/through Bosque Del Apache Wildlife Refuge. This wonderful 
sanctuary for waterfowl has been a spot that my wife and I have been 
visiting for nearly 40 years. Over the years, especially when the 
Whooping Cranes were being introduced into this area, power lines have 
been a significant barrier to the natural migration of birds. 

157 

I am writing in response to the proposed routing of 500KV lines across 
parts of New Mexico that could be extremely detrimental to wildlife. My 
understanding is that these lines could either be placed across the Rio 
Grande near San Antonio, NM or further south. My concern is that these 
routes are east west routes and the bird migration (thousands and 
thousands of migrating birds) are on a north south trajectory. Especially 
near San Antonio this could be devastating and disruptive due to the 
proximity to the Bosque del Apache, a safe preserve for all kinds of 
birds. I have Canadian Geese every year flying directly over my home 
and appreciate this marvelous element of the wild. 

169 

I am the PR co-Chairman and webmaster for the Friends of the Bosque 
del Apache NWR, an organization with members from all over the state 
of NM and many hundreds of members in other states across the nation. I 
am personally quite alarmed at the plans for high capacity transmission 
project which would transect or otherwise impact the flyway for the 
sandhill cranes and other migratory birds to and at their winter home at 
the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge south of Socorro, and 
alarmed at the possible harm that any alternate route would present, 
endangering thousands of migratory birds traveling further south, 
including to Mexico. Many thousands of birds travel throughout the Rio 
Grande valley during the winter months and at other times of the year, 
and the impact upon them could be devastating. Sandhill cranes and 
Light Geese and ducks will fly back and forth from The Bosque del 
Apache NWR to Bernardo morning and night in the thousands, flying 
right across one of the main proposed path for the lines. This is in direct 
contradiction to the mission of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife 
Refuge, the efforts of the State at Lands. Gordon/Bernardo State 
Waterfowl Area and many of the goals and efforts of the other nearby 
refuges such as Sevilleta NWR as well. 

182 

I am an avid birder who visited Bosque del Apache recently and was 
overwhelmed to be able to witness the unique gathering of Sandhill 
Cranes, many ducks and geese, other water birds, and the many land 
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birds which call that area home for at least part of the year. There is 
nothing so exhilarating than to watch thousands of birds leave at sunrise 
in the morning and return at sunset. It actually borders on the spiritual. It 
pains me to think that this wonderful part of nature might be disrupted by 
a transmission line that certainly will claim many avian lives, such as one 
of the proud Whooping Cranes that once called Bosque home. I have 
visited a number of areas in this country and many in a number of 
foreign countries, but Bosque stands at the top of the list as worth 
visiting over and over again. 

186 

I have had over 50 years of experience with wetlands and their use by 
wetland birds. One of the factors of concern in wetlands and the 
surrounding area is the avian mortality caused by power lines. 
Unfortunately in this case if the power line was to be built along NM 380 
it transects an area where a large number of sandhill cranes spend the 
winter. Some birds avoid power lines effectively but sandhill cranes are 
subject to high mortality under certain weather conditions and these 
conditions with limited visibility occur in this area during the period of 
winter use. A careful analysis should be implemented to assess this 
potential mortality of sandhill cranes as sites north and south of NM 380 
where key wintering habitat is provided. 

191 

I am a member of the Friends of the Bosque Del Apache and am 
concerned about the potential impact of a high voltage transmission line 
in the midst of an important flyway. The need for additional electricity 
and the desirability of renewable resources is understood and supported 
but, we should not adversely impact wildlife, especially migrating birds 
that depend upon areas like the refuge. 

218 

As a member of Friends of the Bosque del Apache, Friends of Whitfield 
Wildlife Conservation Area (Belen), Central New Mexico Audubon 
Society, participant in International Migratory Bird Day counts and 
Christmas Bird Counts, plus being an advocate for creating and 
reclaiming suitable nesting areas for rare and threatened species of birds 
in the Rio Grande Valley, I definitely have many concerns about how the 
power lines will affect our migrating bird populations and other wildlife. 
There are many scientists who should be given extended time for study 
and analysis of collected data so decision making by the BLM on all 
alternatives presented can be weighed against that which has the least 
impact on the wildlife. What would a drive along Route 380 be like if the 
Western Meadowlarks were silenced, Swainson's Hawks no longer 
preyed on small rodents due to migratory routes disrupted, dead Red-tail 
Hawks dangled by their feet from high tension wires due to 
electrocution, the Spragues' Pipits and Homed Larks ... just a memory, 
and the hum of the wires disrupted normal animal sleep patterns? 
Perhaps an exaggeration, perhaps not. 

230 

I just learned today that high voltage transmission lines were proposed 
across our "neighborhood," leading from Eastern production facilities to 
users in Arizona. None of the options are very favorable but the idea of 
crossing the river (Rio Grande) on the main flyway into Bosque del 
Apache National Wildlife Refuge has to be the absolute worst. 

232 

I am opposed to the proposed route for the power lines following Hwy 
380 for the following reasons: It would transect a major migratory 
flyway. For an avian rehabilitator, there is nothing worse than having to 
euthanize a crane with bone exposed and legs broken. It is not pleasant. I 
know that projects like these are necessary, but surely there are more 
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isolated routes where the impact would be less. 

246 

Members of the New Mexico Audubon Society and the Friends of the 
Bosque Del Apache National Wildlife Refuge are extremely concerned 
that such a power line project would adversely impact migratory bird and 
especially the Cranes and Geese migrating to the refuge from the north. 

251 

On behalf of the Friends of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife 
Refuge, I would like to express strong opposition to the proposed route 
of the SunZia 500kV transmission lines through San Antonio. Following 
the public meeting in Socorro and the subsequent meeting with Bosque 
del Apache staff, it is obvious that there are many unanswered questions 
as to the effect that these power lines will have on migratory birds, 
specifically the sandhill cranes. As a former resident of the San Luis 
Valley, I have witnessed the devastation that power lines can cause to 
flocks of cranes under adverse weather conditions, and how they 
hastened the demise of the reintroduced whooping crane population. 
Running two 500kV lines (and countless ones to follow) perpendicular to 
the daily flight path of many overwintering cranes is further complicating 
an already obstructed path for this struggling population. Additionally 
the Friends would like SunZia to consider avoiding the Wilderness Study 
Areas on the alternate routes by gaining access on White Sands Missile 
Range in the far northwest corner of the range. This minimal use of 
military lands would be the most environmentally sensitive to the 
Refuge, the Wilderness Study Areas, and the local Rio Grande wildlife 
corridor, and preferred by the community of San Antonio. 

Friends of the 
Bosque del 
Apache NWR 

298 

Please suggest SunZia look into vertical access wind turbines, if they 
haven't already. They're quieter, generate power at lower wind speeds, 
can sustain performance at higher wind speeds, and appear to be a solid 
mass to birds, thus eliminating the mass carnage of migrating birds that 
fly into traditional fan generators. 

317 

The San Pedro Valley and Aravaipa Canyon are unique to the Tucson 
area affording residents and visitors the unique opportunity to see a 
natural free flowing river. The environment is a valuable riparian area 
and a migratory route for a number of bird species. 

330 

I have lived in Cascabel, 25 miles north of Benson, in the Lower San 
Pedro River Valley for the past 40 years. I have come to appreciate and 
begin to understand the ecologic values here along this reach of the river 
and its tributaries; in fact, for the entire watershed. It is one of the few 
remaining intact natural systems in the Southwest. Because of the 
relatively pristine conditions here, the valley supports endangered 
species and the highest density of neo-tropical migratory birds in the 
West. 

380 

I am also concerned about impacts on the migratory patterns of birds to 
the NWR. I request that the proposed route be modified to bypass the 
town of San Antonio. The alternate route that runs north-south to the 
west of the Bosque Del Apache NWR should be evaluated in greater 
detail. 

413 

The San Pedro River is an important migratory path for over 4 million 
birds a year. We are concerned about the impact that this new 
transmission project will have on both the bird migration – but also all 
the wildlife and our pristine wilderness area. 

452 

Transmission wires should be clearly marked (poles equipped with 
perches etc.) to avoid lethal collisions and/or electrocutions of raptors 
and other large migratory birds. 
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519 

Please do not put power lines anywhere near Bosque Del Apache! Birds 
have absolutely no advocates but humans, and as we are "supposed" to 
be humans, we should be advocating for nature and birds, etc.  

597 

The San Antonio region, in which the Proposed Route would cross the 
Rio Grande and the adjacent bosque (cottonwood forest) is one of the 
Southwest's premier migratory bird habitats, situated just north of the 
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, which provides a critical 
refuge for Sandhill Cranes and thousands of Snow Geese and Ross 
Geese, as well as Bald Eagles, Golden Eagles, Great Blue Herons, and 
many other species. The EIS obviously needs to provide a detailed 
analysis of anticipated migratory bird habitat impacts, including bird 
deaths due to collisions with the transmission lines, based on the types of 
mitigation measures that will be required to address this problem in the 
San Antonio region. Could the presence of the transmission lines have 
any localized or even regional effect on these birds' migratory patterns, 
which might entail changes in how the Fish and Wildlife Service or other 
agencies manage their populations? The Middle Rio Grande is also 
designated critical habitat for a bird species, the Southwestern willow 
flycatcher, and a fish species, the Rio Grande silvery minnow, listed 
under the Endangered Species Act. MRGCD 

599 

The proposed route would bring the 500kV lines along New Mexico 
Highway 380, passing through the communities of Bosquecito and San 
Antonio, and crossing the Rio Grande 3 miles north of the Refuge. This 
proposed route will have negative effects on the migratory, wintering, 
and breeding bird populations that use the Socorro Valley and will 
compromise the establishment purpose of the Bosque del Apache NWR. 
The two other alternative routes bring the lines east of the Refuge near 
White Sands Missile Range and cross the river further south, and impacts 
to waterbirds would be decreased with these alternatives. Discussions 
also need to be initiated with the Bureau of Land Management regarding 
the status of existing Wilderness Study Areas that would be affected by 
an eastern alignment. Located on the southern end of the Central Flyway 
and along the key migration corridor of the Rocky Mountain Population 
(RMP) of sandhill cranes, the Middle Rio Grande Valley, more 
specifically the Socorro Reach of the Valley, has been integral in the 
rebuilding and protection of this water bird population.  

Bosque del 
Apache NWR 

599 

Managed agricultural crops are provided at Bosque del Apache NWR 
and the Ladd S. Gordon Waterfowl Management Area approximately 40 
miles north of the Refuge. Food and hunting management at each of 
these areas is designed to encourage daily movement between the areas 
to disperse the population of wintering cranes and snow geese and to 
reduce disease outbreak and spread. Daily movements north out of 
Bosque del Apache NWR to Ladd S. Gordon or the surrounding 
agricultural lands expose birds to obstacles in their flight path. Extreme 
weather conditions that create poor visibility, which are common along 
the river during the winter, further increase the likelihood of bird and 
transmission line collisions. The Socorro Valley has been identified as 
the most critical landscape in the annual cycle of the Rocky Mountain 
Population of sandhill cranes (approx 20,000 annually in the population) 
due to the density of wintering birds in one location, the limited 
availability of foods (natural and wintering), and the small size of this 
wintering area (Taylor 1999, Rod Drewien Pel's. Comm). Research 
across all sandhill crane populations indicates the single most important 

Bosque del 
Apache NWR 
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factor regulating sandhill crane populations is habitat availability (Tacha 
et al. 1992). Understanding the importance of the Valley in the context of 
population viability is essential when evaluating potential anthropogenic 
impacts. 

601 

It is my understanding that the scientific opinion of the Bosque del 
Apache staff and administration is that the proposed transmission lines 
will cause additional mortality of several species of migratory birds, 
including Sandhill Cranes; and that these levels of additional mortality 
are likely to lead to population declines. Thus the construction of these 
transmission lines must not occur above ground, or if they are above 
ground they must be rerouted to pathways approved and promoted by the 
scientific staff of the Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge. I understand 
that some of the promoters of the Sun Zia Southwest Transmission 
Project dismiss these perfectly viable alternatives as being prohibitively 
expensive. That is not an acceptable argument when we are talking about 
saving money by putting species, especially migratory species limited to 
wetland habitats, at additional risk of population declines. Protecting 
natural species is simply a cost of business. 

609 

The [San Pedro] valley is the principal migratory corridor for birds in the 
West, as they move between nesting grounds in the north and their 
wintering grounds farther south. 

857 

Specific concerns on the expanded project area are two Bird Habitat 
Conservation Areas (BHCAs) published by the Intermountain West Joint 
Venture. The Chupadera Mesa BHCA, near the northern substation 
origin of the proposed transmission project, is a grassland migratory 
corridor for longbilled curlew and other grassland birds, and an 
important area for ferruginous hawks. The Sacramento Mountains and 
Drainages BHCA includes the Holloman Lakes, which are important for 
shorebird breeding and migration. We recommend the EIS analysis 
include any potential impact to birds in those locations, in particular 
addressing collision hazard and mitigation.  NMDGF 

850 

Expansion of the originally proposed study area, primarily to the east and 
south, including alternative routes, introduces other species of concern, 
the gray vireo and grassland species, for consideration. USFWS 

745 

The USGS study that demonstrated the [San Pedro River Valley] as the 
major avian migratory flight corridor in the West noted that it was the 
full complement of mountain and valley oases as well as the mainstem 
river that served this purpose.  

Cascabel 
Working 
Group 

CODE 072.00 Other Wildlife 

14 

This route cuts through more than 20 miles of the Aravaipa Canyon 
watershed, crosses Aravaipa Creek on the east side of the canyon, and 
bisects the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management to the north and Galiuro Wilderness in the Coronado 
National Forest to the south. Aravaipa Creek is a perennial creek in the 
Sonoran Desert that flows through the wilderness and the area in which 
the APOA members live. Aravaipa Creek is home to two federally 
threatened fish species, the spikedace and the loach minnow, and is the 
only waterway in Arizona still to have all of its native four other fishes 
(longfin dace, roundtail chub, desert sucker, and Sonoran sucker), three 
bird species (yellowbilled cuckoo, gray hawk, and black hawk), the 
desert tortoise, and the desert bighorn sheep. In other words, Aravaipa 
Canyon and it's watershed constitute a unique environment and an 
ecologically sensitive area. In fact, the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness has 
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been called the "crown jewel" of the wilderness areas administered by 
the BLM. The proposed route would block the important wildlife 
corridor between the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness and the Galiuro 
Wilderness in the Coronado National Forest. This area is an essential 
wildlife corridor for many animals, such as desert bighorn sheep, black 
bears, mountain lions, and mule deer, and it connects these two 
ecologically pristine areas. Overall, approximately 50 miles of the 
proposed route would pass through or within one mile of areas 
determined to be environmentally sensitive, the largest number of miles 
in this category of all the transmission line routes proposed or alternative. 

18 

The BLM and The Nature Conservancy approached me years ago, they 
thought my little place there in Cascabel was an important "link" in the 
Hot Springs Canyon Wildlife Corridor. They encouraged me to have a 
conservation easement put in place. They paid me a considerable sum, in 
return, I am supposed to see that the area is preserved in perpetuity. I 
have given up many rights, including the possibility of subdividing and 
many other options I once had. This is why the word, "encumbered" is 
used to describe the legal restrictions that have been imposed on my 
property.[It] is a very sensitive area where wildlife traverse from the 
Galiuro, Winchester Mountain Ranges on the East side of the San Pedro 
Valley, to the Paige Canyon, Rincon and Catalina Mountain Ranges on 
the Western side. There is no other area in the San Pedro Valley, where 
so many large mammals traverse, it's because much of the wildlife 
depend on the differing elevations during the seasonal changes, for food 
and sustenance. Among the habitats they depend upon a good deal of the 
year are, riparian habitats. Cascabel has some of the most substantial 
native Mesquite Bosque Riparian Habitats in Arizona. Over 90% of the 
Riparian Habitats in Arizona have been destroyed. Hot Springs Canyon 
is the second largest tributary to the San Pedro River – so it's a very 
healthy habitat for all Sonoran inhabitants – at the present time. Other 
agencies who found this immediate area of Cascabel to be valuable and 
to be worth preserving are: The USF and WS, who has an ongoing 
"Partners for Wildlife" project, and the NRCS, who has an ongoing 
"Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program" on my 38.58 acre property. These 
agencies want the area to remain undisturbed. 

33 

*Avoid impacts through identification of alternate corridors. Among the 
results of our ecoregional assessments was the identification of the 
Lower San Pedro River Valley, including the watershed of Aravaipa 
Canyon, as a high priority for biological conservation in the Southwest. 
We have worked in Arizona since 1966 with private, state, federal, and 
tribal interests to protect biologically sensitive lands. Among the results 
of those efforts are several large nature preserves and cooperatively 
managed areas that we own or manage in the Lower San Pedro River and 
Aravaipa Canyon watersheds which could be affected by some of the 
routes that have been identified. All the identified routes across the 
Galiuro Mountains and Aravaipa watershed or down the San Pedro River 
Valley will likely cause significant environmental impact, either directly 
or indirectly, and we recommend avoidance of these areas. Over the last 
three decades The Nature Conservancy and many other agencies and 
organizations have been working steadily to protect the Lower San Pedro 
Basin. This area has become a focal point for conservation and 
mitigation investments because of the opportunity to protect and restore a 
relatively undisturbed river system, cross-valley wildlife movement, and TNC 
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ecological processes such as fire that maintain ecosystem health. Partners 
in this effort include the Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of 
Reclamation, Salt River Project, Arizona Game and Fish Department, 
Pima County and a number of private landowners. The Resolution 
Copper Company has offered to protect additional lands in the valley 
through its proposed land exchange for a mine site in Superior. Together, 
these partners have protected close to 40,000 acres and invested over $25 
million in acquisition of conservation lands and appurtenant water rights.  

33c 

Close to one third of the lower river corridor is now in protected status, 
and stream flow and habitat conditions are improving. In many cases, 
these purchases satisfied mitigation requirements for habitat losses in 
other parts of the state that were the unavoidable byproduct of projects 
important to the economy. Jeopardizing the integrity of these 
conservation projects by opening the valley to development that depletes 
water and fragments habitat could trigger the need for additional 
mitigation. There are few places remaining in the southwestern U.S. that 
are as intact and have the quality and extent of aquatic and riparian 
habitat as that found on the San Pedro River. The Lower San Pedro River 
Valley is bookended by two large conservation holdings that serve as 
refuge for a number of rare and endangered species, among other things. 
At the north end is Aravaipa Canyon. The perennial Aravaipa Creek is 
widely recognized as one of the most important refuge for native fish in 
the Southwest. The Aravaipa ecosystem has a documented presence of 
529 plant and 353 animal species, including 233 birds, 50 reptiles, 48 
mammals, 12 fish, and 10 amphibians. The area includes five species 
currently listed under the Endangered Species Act, 13 BLM sensitive 
species, and 14 species on AGFD's list of Wildlife of Special Concern in 
Arizona. TNC 

33c 

On the south end is the Muleshoe Cooperative Management Area, with 
57,500 acres jointly managed by the Bureau of Land Management, 
Forest Service, Arizona Game and Fish Department, and The Nature 
Conservancy. It includes part of the Galiuro Wilderness, Redfield 
Canyon Wilderness, and Hot Springs ACEC. The area includes at least 
29 special status fish and wildlife species. Pima County's award-winning 
Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan identifies most of the land in the 
county in what is called the Middle San Pedro Subarea as important for 
protecting biological corridors, critical habitat, cultural resources, 
ranches and riparian resources. TNC 

33c 

Of particular concern are the riparian forests along the San Pedro River, 
which support a rich biological community, including the endangered 
Southwest Willow Flycatcher. Many properties along the lower San 
Pedro River have been set aside as mitigation for environmental damage 
elsewhere, and are managed specifically to benefit the Willow Flycatcher 
and generally for the native riparian community. The cottonwood and 
mesquite trees along perennial reaches of the river grow to sufficient 
height that regulations for 500 kV transmission lines would likely require 
tree removal for clearance beneath the lines. Thus, towers on either side 
of a river crossing in those reaches would need to be extremely tall to 
avoid clearing a swath of trees beneath the lines. TNC 

33c 

The ADOT/AGFD Wildlife Linkages Assessment identifies the portion 
of the valley between the Catalina/Rincon Mountains and the Galiuro 
Mountains as a potential linkage zone and the river corridor as a riparian 
habitat/linkage zone. It also identified areas south of the Galiuro TNC 
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Mountains, and south of the Pinaleno Mountains. A more detailed 
analysis modeled wildlife movement corridors between the Galiuro and 
Pinaleno Mountains. All of these are crossed by one or more of the 
routes under consideration. In these cases, protecting wildlife linkages 
does not require total avoidance. Rather, they are areas where protecting 
the ability of wildlife to move should be considered in the design of 
fencing and other infrastructure.  

33c 

Site specific concerns: In addition to those general concerns, we have 
identified several issues that are specific to the proposed route. As 
shown, it crosses the Galiuro Mountains in an undeveloped area near our 
Aravaipa Canyon Preserve and the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness. Just 
south of that route is National Forest land and the Galiuro Wilderness. 
We have worked with the ELM and Forest Service to establish both the 
physical and institutional conditions that would allow natural fires to run 
their course in that region. That is critical to its ecological health, both 
for the upland vegetation communities and the riparian and aquatic 
systems that are affected by watershed condition. We are concerned that 
a transmission corridor would require fire suppression to prevent damage 
to towers and lines. We also note that one of the biggest threats to the 
health of Aravaipa Creek and its native fish community is excessive 
sediment deposition. While the proposed route is some distance from the 
creek, erosion from power line construction in the watershed upstream of 
Aravaipa Canyon would likely cause additional sedimentation that 
degrades one of the most important native fish habitats in the Southwest. TNC 

33c 

Compensating for Unavoidable Impacts. Regardless of the final route 
chosen, we anticipate impacts on biodiversity values and possibly on 
sensitive, candidate, or listed species. We believe it is imperative to 
offset all impacts to these species and other biodiversity. It is likely that 
the impact of the access roads, towers and transmission lines on some 
species cannot be mitigated through on-site action, and will require off-
site mitigation efforts. TNC 

36 

I oppose SunZia's proposed route for their transmission lines that will run 
through the Aravaipa Valley. This area should be avoided because it is a 
pristine environment. It is one of the few areas left in the State of 
Arizona that is still wild. At the moment there are few people and very 
little development. Because of this wildlife can move freely through their 
natural corridors and live undisturbed lives in their natural habitats. The 
construction of this transmission line would severely alter this 
environment. The new roads built alongside the lines would make easy 
access for many more people to invade this unique environment. There 
would be fewer and fewer places for the wildlife survive. 

81 

I have two major concerns with respect to siting. The broader concern is 
that should these transmission lines be built in lieu of locally generated 
power, that they not disrupt wildlife. It is obvious that the process of 
construction will have a bad, if temporary, effect. Roads, encouraging 
ORV'ers and hunters in locations previously inaccessible, will have a bad 
effect. Some people express concern that wildlife will not want to subject 
themselves to the radiation given off by the lines. (The bad effect that I 
would anticipate is an actual decrease in wildlands usable by the animals 
as well as fragmentation.) These concerns apply to any areas that have 
been previously remote, most of which would be in the highlands. My 
other concern is for riparian areas near the lines. One of the medley of 
lines proposed through the San Pedro valley takes advantage of an 
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existing right of way for a lower power transmission line. That right of 
way goes through a fair amount of private property, including mine. 
Neither my neighbors nor I relish the idea of looking up and seeing a 
huge power structure! However, it is part of the bigger picture of private 
land being near riparian corridors, and riparian corridors attract a lot of 
wildlife.  

90 

The Department opposes any route that follows the San Pedro River 
Valley and the FourMile Creek area between the Galiuro and Aravaipa 
Wildernesses which is currently undeveloped. The Department has 
identified an important wildlife corridor between the Galiuros and 
Aravaipa to connect bighorn sheep habitat in that area. 
a. If the Aravaipa/Galiuros route is chosen, the line should be installed 
without creating any new roads. Even without roads, the transmission 
line will impact this pristine, unfragmented habitat. If fragmentation 
occurs, the Department will need to identify wildlife corridors in this 
area to maintain connectivity between Aravaipa and the Galiuros. 
b. The San Pedro River watershed supports several wildlife species. Parts 
of the watershed have excellent mule deer and javelina habitat which 
provides high quality hunting opportunities for the public. In addition, 
the watershed supports many listed and candidate species. Any route 
within the San Pedro River watershed will have an impact on the 
watershed. Cumulative impacts should be analyzed for all species in the 
watershed if this route is chosen. AZGFD 

90 

4. The proposed route also appears traverse the Department's newly 
acquired lands along the San Pedro River at the Aravaipa confluence. 
The lands were acquired by the Department to protect important breeding 
habitat for Southwest willow flycatcher (WIFL) and numerous other 
species. It has a high density of WIFL nesting areas, includes critical 
habitat for spike dace and loach minnow, and is habitat for a number of 
sensitive species including lowland leopard frog and yellow-billed 
cuckoo. This route would negatively impact the wildlife and their habitat 
in this new wildlife area. 
5. The Department realizes the proposed route is north of the Peloncillo 
Mountain Wilderness Area; however, the route appears to still pass 
through the mountain range which is critical desert bighorn sheep 
habitat. 
6. The San Simon Valley has existing pronghorn habitat as well as 
potential pronghorn habitat. The Department has built wildlife water 
catchment to help promote habitat suitability of the area. The proposed 
route appears to be adjacent to at least one of our wildlife water 
catchments (Timber Draw).  
7. The other two alternative routes east of Highway 191 are preferable. It 
appears one of the routes follows an existing power line, but the 
Department would need a better map to evaluate impacts. 
8. The alternative route between the proposed Willow Substation and the 
Winchester Substation is an existing power line route, which the 
Department typically prefers. However, it passes through the Winchester 
Mountains which has good deer habitat and a Mexican spotted owl PAC. 
The route also passes through Allen Flat which is one of the 
Department's prime hunting habitat for pronghorn. AZGFD 

90 

The last couple alternative routes pass through Sulphur Springs valley 
which supports a variety of wildlife such as pronghorn, Ornate box 
turtles, and Sandhill cranes. Any new roads, as well as the power line AZGFD 
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would have impacts on those species, especially Sandhill cranes which 
use fields in the valley and are known to collide with power lines. 
Further north in the Aravaipa Valley, the power line would create new 
roads through quality mule deer and javelina habitat. 

90 

General Recommendations for Construction of Transmission Lines 
• Transmission lines must be designed to prevent or minimize risk of 
electrocution of raptors. 
• Limit project activities during the breeding season for birds, generally 
May through late August, depending on species in the local area. Raptors 
breed in early February through May. Conduct avian surveys to 
determine bird species that may be utilizing the area and develop a plan 
to avoid disturbance during nesting season. 
• Limit removal of deadfall/snags since many wildlife species use snags 
for refuge. 
• Avoid work near bridges with bats during maternity season, usually 
May through late August. If possible, complete work at night when the 
least amount of bats are roosting. 
• If riparian areas are present be aware aquatic species breed at different 
times throughout the year. Review the biology of each species to 
determine a timeframe and actions (e.g. limiting sediment input into the 
river during construction) that would minimize impact to the species. 
• Coordinate plant salvage efforts with the Arizona Department of 
Agriculture, in accordance with the Arizona Native Plant Law. In 
addition, the applicable land management agencies should be consulted 
regarding guidelines for revegetation efforts. 
• Contact the Army Corp. of Engineers for Best Management Practices 
and guidelines for minimizing and mitigating impacts to riparian areas. AZGFD 

94 

Transmission lines can present direct physical hazard to birds, in the 
form of electrocution or collision. NMDGF strongly recommends that 
the SunZia power lines and substations should be designed and 
constructed in full conformance with the Avian Power Line Interaction 
Committee· publications Suggested Practices for Raptor Protection on 
Power Lines: The State of the Art in 2006, and Mitigating Bird 
Collisions with Power Lines: The State of the Art in 1994 (both available 
at http://www.aplic.org). NMDGF 

94 

Potential wildlife concerns with those routes, which should be evaluated 
in the EIS, include impact to experimental (Endangered Species Act 
Section 10m) re-introduced Aplomado falcons south and east of the 
Bosque del Apache, occupied desert bighorn sheep habitat, BLM special 
management areas, migratory birds at the Derry-Arrey river crossing, 
and loss or fragmentation of Chihuahuan Desert grasslands, a key habitat 
type identified in the Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy for 
New Mexico. Issues of concern pertaining to the southern portion of the 
proposed New Mexico route of the SunZia lines (from Interstate 25 to 
the Arizona state line) include Chihuahuan Desert grasslands, and 
concentrations of ducks, cranes and raptors in the area between Hatch 
and Deming. West of Lordsburg, the proposed route through the Granite 
Gap and San Simon Cienega goes through habitat occupied by desert 
bighorn sheep and by state listed reptile species. The San Simon Cienega 
is also one of the few riparian habitats in the area. The Cook Peak range, 
and other pinyon-juniper foothills, should be surveyed for nesting state 
Threatened gray vireos. To aid in siting and mitigation planning, we 
recommend that the EIS process include monitoring seasonal bird flight NMDGF 
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behavior at potential collision hazard locations: the San Antonio crossing 
of the Rio Grande, the Derry/Arrey crossing of the Rio Grande, the 
crossing of the Caballo Mountains ridgeline, and the Hatch-Deming bird 
concentration area. Study data should include flight altitude and be 
species specific where possible, and also include radar monitoring of 
night migrants. Project planning should include development of a project 
specific post-construction Avian Protection Plan (see APLIe Suggested 
Practices document for guidance), with mortality monitoring and 
adaptive management provisions. We have also enclosed a copy of the 
Powerline Project Guidelines from our Habitat Handbook. Please 
incorporate the guidelines into siting and best management practices for 
construction and operation of SunZia. 

96 

From experience, some of us realize that kind of ATV traffic could 
translate into further damaged increased erosion, and a likely accelerated 
decline of the deer and javelina populations as well as increased stress on 
other wildlife. Some of us have been observing this decline from the 
perspective of a near-lifetime. In just the past thirty five years we have 
witnessed nightly herds of deer, seen in the evening in nearby fields, 
decline from counts of about 80 to 0 -10. We formerly saw 80 to 100 
javelinas cross the road in one group. Now we seldom see three or four 
together and usually none at all. Every year some hunters ask us, "Where 
are the deer?" and they add, "we can't find any." We think, "neither will 
anyone else" if current trends continue. 

153 

Biological resources, including special status species: Willow flycatcher 
nests and buffer zones in the area may be disturbed both during 
construction and throughout the Proposed project route. Habitat for 
domestic animals, deer, birds and other wild animals will be disturbed. 
What are the human health and safety repercussions of living and/or 
growing up near these major transmission lines? These issues need to be 
addressed and mitigated in the plan.  

190 
Access points, maintenance and the various human activity necessary to 
install and maintain these types of things fragments habitats. 

199 

I sincerely hope that the planned transmission line doesn't run through 
the San Pedro River Valley in Cascabel. As a Cascabel land owner, I 
value the pristine environment and wildlife of the area. 

204 

Other species of special concern in the creek [Aravaipa Creek] and 
nearby are four other fishes (longfin dace, roundtail chub, desert sucker, 
and Sonoran sucker), three bird species (yellow-billed cuckoo, gray 
hawk, and black hawk), the desert tortoise, and the desert bighorn sheep.  
The proposed route would block the important wildlife corridor between 
the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness and the Galiuro Wilderness in the 
Coronado National Forest. This area is an essential wildlife corridor for 
many animals, such as desert bighorn sheep, black bears, mountain lions, 
and mule deer, and it connects these two ecologically pristine areas. 
Overall, approximately 50 miles of the proposed route would pass 
through or within one mile of areas determined to be environmentally 
sensitive, the largest number of miles in this category of all the 
transmission line routes, proposed or alternative. 

208 

Windmill farms should be located along ridges (more wind) and avoid 
the lower grasslands environments where habitats yield greater values for 
wildlife, grazing, and recreation (bird hunting, pronghorn herds, etc.) 
Likewise, solar panel fields should avoid grassland habitats. Example: a 
"fast track" solar field is listed for Mason Draw in Dona Ana County. It 
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appears to cover thousands of acres to the west of the draw which are 
prime Chihuahuan grasslands favored by golden eagles, an introduced, 
successful pronghorn herd and multiple recreation. This grassland 
expanse also offers excellent livestock forage (Lazy E and Corralitos 
ranches). To the east of Mason Draw are thousands of acres of creosote 
bush, mesquite and catclaw. Nobody goes there. If you have to cover 
over habitat with a solar field, impact the less valuable lands re: 
biodiversity, grazing economies, and recreation. Don' t let them fragment 
or otherwise bugger up the Nutt Grasslands. 

213 

All the increased human activity will have a very damaging effect on the 
wildlife in this special area. Thus the route needs to stay in an already 
developed area. 

223 

It seems the I-10 corridor is the ideal line to follow. It’s already messed 
up, pretty flat and relatively direct. It will save many square miles of 
pristine desert and wildlife areas. I object to the Saguaro-Oracle-San 
Manuel route the most. The views, wildlife and condition of the desert is 
that area is already in a distressed state because of development in that 
area. 

237 

Although we appreciate and favor the concept of "green power," we feel 
that the idea of routing transmission lines through environmentally 
sensitive areas will negate part of the value of green power. There are not 
that many natural, undeveloped areas remaining. Official wilderness 
areas are important and we are thankful they have been set aside to 
remain undeveloped but due to rugged terrain it is difficult for older and 
handicapped people to access. Adjoining areas are also pristine and 
should be preserved for human use and wildlife corridors as well. 

254 

It is unacceptable to route this project through the Aravaipa region 
wilderness areas, which include the wildlife connections associated with 
the Aravaipa, Santa Teresa, and Galiuro Wilderness areas, as well as the 
connections to the Graham Mountains. In addition, the San Pedro River 
valley option would destroy one of the last remaining waterways in the 
state and disturb the existing uses of agriculture and wildlife 
conservation there. These wildlife corridors have been documented by 
the Arizona Game and Fish Commission and others. 

317 

The San Pedro Valley and Aravaipa Canyon are unique to the Tucson 
area affording residents and visitors the unique opportunity to see a 
natural free flowing river. The environment is a valuable riparian area 
and a migratory route for a number of bird species. The environmental 
impact of the lines would be substantial. The valley is also home to a 
number of mammalian species including coyotes, deer, javelina, bobcats, 
and mountain lions. These animals regularly travel from the foothills to 
the San Pedro River for food and water throughout the year. Placement 
of the power lines in tandem and creating new access roads will certainly 
have a negative impact on their natural habitat. 

322 

Oracle is designated as one of the highest potential wildlife areas in the 
state. Why add to the danger with lines – or endanger your lines by 
locating them here? 

327 

The greatest continuing impact would be the killing of birds and bats by 
the wind turbines themselves. At present, the numbers and species of 
birds and bats being killed by the existing turbines is not well quantified. 
Thus, additional data must be collected before BLM can adequately 
assess the impact of the proposed corridor. The killing of significant 
numbers of bats by wind turbines is a recently discovered effect that 
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requires further study to reasonably assess the impacts, particularly on 
endangered species (see attached). In summary, before the requirements 
of NEPA can be met, BLM must first obtain reliable data on the impact 
of existing and reasonable anticipated wind turbines kills of bird and bat 
species. Only then can the environmental impacts be properly assessed. 

330 

I have lived in Cascabel, 25 miles north of Benson, in the Lower San 
Pedro River Valley for the past 40 years. I have come to appreciate and 
begin to understand the ecologic values here along this reach of the river 
and its tributaries; in fact, for the entire watershed. It is one of the few 
remaining intact natural systems in the Southwest. Because of the 
relatively pristine conditions here, the valley supports endangered 
species and the highest density of neo-tropical migratory birds in the 
West. The topography supports the convergence of several ecoregions 
which in turn provide habitat for an amazing diversity of resident species 
of mammals, birds, fish, amphibians, and reptiles. Lines that intersect 
riparian areas will require removal (fuels mitigation of tall vegetation) of 
the very trees that provide habitat for endangered species, bank and 
floodplain stabilization for soil and water quality, and the valued global 
ecoservices of transpiration and carbon exchange. 

334 

A new power line through the middle San Pedro Valley would be an 
environmental, ecological, and archaeological crime of stunning 
proportions! The Nature Conservancy spent literally millions of dollars 
to buy lands here to protect what it describes as "one of the world's last 
great places." the BLM has spent millions of dollars to buy preservation 
lands here as well. At particular hazard are wildlife corridors reaching 
from the Galiuro Mtns to the Catalina Mtns via canyons crossing the San 
Pedro River as well as numerous archaeological sites (including a village 
visited by Padre Kino), endangered species and riparian bird habitat 
together with desert bird species, particularly raptors. 

406 

We do not agree with your current proposed routing of the SunZia power 
transmission line as it crosses Graham County Arizona. The current route 
will travel directly through the Arizona Game and Fish Department's 
Cluff Ranch Wildlife Area. It will have a negative impact on the wildlife 
environment in and around the Wildlife Area. The construction of such a 
project will not only jeopardize the permanent wildlife species and 
habitat but also endanger others that use this area for migration. There 
are several prehistoric cultural sites within and around the Cluff Ranch 
Wildlife Area that would need consideration. Such a construction project 
would be against the Game and Fish Department's mission statement for 
the Cluff Ranch Wildlife Area: "To optimize the potential for the area as 
wildlife habitat. To promote use of the area for present and future 
generations for public hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, education and 
other wildlife oriented recreation." We believe that the SunZia power 
line should follow other existing power line routes and Arizona Game 
and Fish to protect the Cluff Ranch Wildlife Area and other wildlife 
habitat areas within Graham County. 

409 

I do not want the San Pedro River Area disturbed by transmission lines. 
This area is an important corridor for wildlife. These long transmission 
lines should not be placed in wildlife areas that we need to preserve for 
the safety of animals, plants, ecoenvironment for the future. 

438 

Transmission lines and their accompanying maintenance road would 
irreversibly change this valley's environmental stability. The currently 
spectacular views would no longer be unmarred – strung with high 
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voltage wires and towers reaching between 150 and 200 feet into the 
once uncharged air. Hunters, whose number already seem too high for 
nature to support in this valley, would use the maintenance roads to gain 
access to the presently threatened and dwindling wildlife population 
(long time valley residents report regularly seeing herds of up to one 
hundred deer at a time, years ago. With 1,000 hunting permits issued for 
the valley annually, it is now a rare treat to see deer at all. The absence of 
Gambel's Quails quantities has vastly increased insect population). 

457 

I am a biologist who has been living in the Aravaipa Canyon/Klondyke 
area for 35 years. I've been observing the unique wildlife in the Aravaipa 
Canyon, Creek and tributaries all this time. We in this community, live 
here because of the relative isolation and the beauty of the high desert 
scrub/riparian environment. As you know, there are few permanently 
flowing waters, such as the Aravaipa Creek, left in Arizona. Although I 
am very much in favor of wind and solar power, I do not want 
construction of such a massive transmission line through here. I feel it 
would greatly impact the plants and animals along the proposed route 
and the Aravaipa Creek: all drainages there flow into the Aravaipa 
Creek. 

472 

They don't want to hear the hum. We don't want to hear it either. We 
don't want them running off the oryx, the antelopes. They run out there. 
They won't come near the place [Bingham, Socorro County]. 

542 

We bought land in Windmill Ranches subdivision to preserve the natural 
plant and wild life in this area. We have had folks hunting out of an 
helicopter a couple years ago. Our wild life has not been the same. 
Finally seeing rabbits again, no antelope, deer, or oryx have returned to 
our place as yet. Some animals have been put out here to build up their 
breeds. Your companies plan to put anything in this area will destroy the 
animals and wild plant life when you place the transmitters near us.  

558 

Habitat Fragmentation – Transmission line corridors and renewable 
generation create habitat fragmentation. Analysis needs to be done to 
identify intact habitat types that will be segmented by the proposed route 
and associated development. This analysis needs to evaluate the expected 
impacts of fragmentation versus a range of alternatives such as 
distributed load based generation. 

559 

It is unacceptable to route this project through the Aravaipa region 
wilderness areas, which include the wildlife connections associated with 
the Aravaipa, Santa Teresa, and Galiuro Wilderness areas, as well as the 
connections to the Graham Mountains. These wildlife corridors have 
been documented by the Arizona Game and Fish Commission and 
others. As an alternative to the routes that pass through the wildlife 
corridor connecting the Aravaipa Wilderness Area with the Galiuro 
Wilderness Area, I favor choosing a route that already has an existing 
access road and an existing infrastructure corridor. 

599 

Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) was established 
on December 18, 1936, with the acquisition of land, using the authority 
of the Migratory Bird Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 712d) 1936 to 
provide refuge and breeding grounds for migratory birds and other 
wildlife as well as incidental fish and wildlife-oriented recreational 
development, the protection of natural resources, and the conservation of 
endangered species or threatened species. Today along with the RMP 
cranes, the Middle Rio Grande Valley plays host to hundreds of 
thousands of migrating and wintering waterbirds and countless breeding Bosque NWR 
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and migratory neotropical migrants and raptors. The Socorro Valley is an 
important breeding area for numerous neotropical migrants including the 
endangered southwestern willow flycatcher and candidate species the 
yellow-billed cuckoo. Extensive alteration to the river and associated 
floodplain has reduced the available riparian habitat and constricted it to 
a narrow corridor. This constriction increases the density of birds moving 
along the corridor increasing the likelihood of collisions. The Socorro 
Valley also winters numerous bald eagles, with annual populations 
varying with wintering water bird numbers, and hosts several species of 
raptors throughout the year. The Socorro Valley has historically been an 
important agricultural production area, particularly for chili and in more 
recent years alfalfa and silage. Sandhill cranes forage extensively in the 
agricultural areas of the valley. The proposed mile wide energy easement 
will be developed over several of the valley's largest agricultural 
producers, rendering those fields useless from a water bird use 
standpoint. The Socorro Valley is suffering from a declining producer 
base, and with the development of the lines and energy corridor, two of 
the largest remaining producers would be put in a position to consider 
abandoning farming, further limiting food availability for wintering 
waterbirds. 

600 

In your forthcoming Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), please 
include thorough analyses of the impacts or potential impacts of the 
proposed project on recovery of the endangered jaguar (Panthera onca) 
and Mexican wolf (Canis lupus baileyi). Also, provide analyses of 
impacts on populations of mountain lion (Puma concolor), black bear 
(Ursus americanus), pronghorn (Antilocapra americana), and deer 
(Odocoileus spp.) These evaluations should address impacts on long-
term population viability and on habitat areas needed for species 
conservation or recovery, including core habitat areas, habitat linkages, 
and corridors. 

609 

The [San Pedro River] valley and the surrounding area, much of which is 
relatively pristine desert, has been used by indigenous people since the 
last ice age, and by migratory wildlife for much longer than that.  

613 

The San Pedro River is the last major free-flowing river in our desert 
southwest, and in being so, shelters the greatest biodiversity of any 
landlocked area in the United States, including rare native fish, birds and 
mammals, and providing the principle migration corridor between North, 
Central and South Americas. 

617 
The wildlife adds to our enjoyment of the beauty of the land whether 
they roam in BLM or Windmill Ranch areas. 

624 

The animals and plants are still using this pathway [in San Pedro River 
Valley], making it the major one from North America to Central and 
South America. The migratory paths are not just north and south, but also 
from east to west between the mountain ranges that parallel the river 
corridor. These paths between "sky islands" are essential for wildlife 
population survival and the maintenance of predator-prey balanced 
relationships. The vegetation beneath transmission lines is by necessity 
controlled. In areas of cottonwood-willow stands particularly, this 
control would be devastating to the rare habitat for both resident and 
migratory endangered and threatened bird and fish species. 

653 

We own a farm just north of Highway 380 in San Antonio, NM. These 
power lines would have an adverse affect on cattle, migratory birds, and 
especially protected species such as the bald eagle and the silvery 
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minnow.  

857 

The southern portion of the expanded project area may cross important 
habitat for mule deer and bighorn sheep; potential adverse impacts to 
those species should be mitigated through project design and 
construction planning. We have enclosed a list of special status species 
for Otero County, no part of which was included in the original study 
area. The EIS should evaluate potential impact on each of these species. NMDGF 

CODE 073.00 Aquatic 

14 

Aravaipa Creek is a perennial creek in the Sonoran Desert that flows 
through the wilderness and the area in which the APOA members live. 
Aravaipa Creek is home to two federally threatened fish species, the 
spikedace and the loach minnow, and is the only waterway in Arizona 
still to have all of its native four other fishes (longfin dace, roundtail 
chub, desert sucker, and Sonoran sucker). 

90 

The proposed route also appears traverse the Department's newly 
acquired lands along the San Pedro River at the Aravaipa confluence. 
The lands were acquired by the Department to protect important breeding 
habitat for Southwest willow flycatcher (WIFL) and numerous other 
species. It has a high density of WIFL nesting areas, includes critical 
habitat for spike dace and loach minnow, and is habitat for a number of 
sensitive species including lowland leopard frog and yellow-billed 
cuckoo. AZGFD 

153 

The Proposed route would cross the Rio Grande at a reach which has 
been identified as containing a large population of Silvery Minnows. 
Dropping the route southward would not impact this species near as 
significantly. 

257 

The proposed route would cross or closely parallel Aravaipa Creek on 
the east side of the wilderness and cross the Aravaipa Creek watershed 
for much of its length. This could greatly alter water flow in the 
watershed and the creek and destroy or alter habitat important to native 
species. 

388 

The Proposed route would cross the Rio Grande at a reach which has 
been identified as containing a large population of Silvery Minnows. 
Dropping the route southward would not impact this species near as 
significantly. 

446 

Crossing the Rio Grande at San Antonio would involve crossing the 
critical habitat of both the Willow Fly Catcher and Silvery Minnow 
which are both listed as endangered species. 

595 

Aravaipa Canyon is nationally recognized as one of Arizona's most 
valuable biological areas. It is known for its scenic towering cliffs, lush 
riparian vegetation, multiple species of native fish and wildlife. 

Wilderness 
Society 

597 

The Middle Rio Grande is also designated critical habitat for a bird 
species, the Southwestern willow flycatcher, and a fish species, the Rio 
Grande silvery minnow, listed under the Endangered Species Act. Both 
species are presumed to thrive in certain selective conditions, and it 
appears to be important for the silvery minnow in particular, to facilitate 
spawning and recruitment of young, to have available certain conditions, 
such as lateral floodplain habitat produced by overbanking. For the 
silvery minnow, the EIS needs to go beyond a cursory discounting of 
whatever the temporary construction impacts might be, to address how 
the structures and surrounding infrastructure for the SunZia Transmission 
Project may subtly modify the river habitat in the area, which could MRGCD 
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affect minnow population dynamics over a wider area. 

851 

The route along the existing pipeline corridor through the Muleshoe 
should be avoided due to the sensitivity of Hot Springs and Bass 
canyons. This route would cross these streams in an area being actively 
managed for native fish recovery. These include Gila chub (Gila 
intermedia, Endangered), Speckled dace (Rhinichthys osculus), Longfin 
dace (Agosia chrysogaster), Desert sucker (Catostomus clarki), and 
Sonora sucker (Catostomus insignis), along with reintroduced 
populations of Spikedace (Meda fulgida, Threatened), Loach minnow 
(Rhinichthys cobitis, Threatened), Desert pupfish (Cyprinodon 
macularius, Endangered) and Gila topminnow (Poeciliopsis occidentalis, 
Endangered). TNC 

CODE 074.00 Vegetation/Grasslands 

18 

Among the habitats they depend upon a good deal of the year are, 
riparian habitats. Cascabel has some of the most substantial native 
Mesquite Bosque Riparian Habitats in Arizona. 

33 

There are few places remaining in the southwestern U.S. that are as intact 
and have the quality and extent of aquatic and riparian habitat as that 
found on the San Pedro River. Mitigating for losses to this system would 
be very limited and possibly less successful. The area includes at least 29 
special status fish and wildlife species. Its canyons support important 
populations of native fish, and its uplands have been important study 
areas for the interaction between fire, upland vegetation, and aquatic 
community health. the placement and size of individual transmission 
towers will significantly affect the overall environmental impact of a 
route. The footprints of towers should avoid riparian zones, especially 
those with perennial water, and stream crossings should incorporate 
towers of sufficient height to avoid any tree removal required to meet 
safety regulations. Of particular concern are the riparian forests along the 
San Pedro River, which support a rich biological community, including 
the endangered Southwest Willow Flycatcher. The cottonwood and 
mesquite trees along perennial reaches of the river grow to sufficient 
height that regulations for 500 kV transmission lines would likely require 
tree removal for clearance beneath the lines.  TNC 

33c 

NEW MEXICO: The route also crosses through the Nutt Grassland, 
which contains important habitat, although the most sensitive lands are 
west of the proposed route. Fragmentation of this grassland would be 
minimized if the route were moved to follow the existing corridor for 
New Mexico State Highway 27. TNC 

35 

In general, the proposed transmission line and any energy project 
associated with the transmission line should avoid sensitive Chihuahuan 
Desert grassland [southern New Mexico], identified as international 
priority for conservation. 

Gila 
Resources 
Information 
Project 
(GRIP) 

81 

My other concern is for riparian areas near the lines. One of the medley 
of lines proposed through the San Pedro valley takes advantage of an 
existing right of way for a lower power transmission line. That right of 
way goes through a fair amount of private property, including mine. 
Neither my neighbors nor I relish the idea of looking up and seeing a 
huge power structure! However, it is part of the bigger picture of private 
land being near riparian corridors, and riparian corridors attract a lot of 
wildlife.   

90 General Recommendations for Construction of Transmission Lines AZGFD 
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Coordinate plant salvage efforts with the Arizona Department of 
Agriculture, in accordance with the Arizona Native Plant Law. In 
addition, the applicable land management agencies should be consulted 
regarding guidelines for revegetation efforts. Contact the Army Corp. of 
Engineers for Best Management Practices and guidelines for minimizing 
and mitigating impacts to riparian areas. 

92 

The Bingham Cienega Natural Preserve was purchased specifically for 
protection of the mesquite bosque and associated wetlands, and is 
proposed as mitigation land under Section 10(1) of the Endangered 
Species Act. I urge that care be taken to avoid direct or indirect impacts 
to not only County-owned land, but also other areas of riparian 
vegetation along the San Pedro River owned by the Nature Conservancy 
and others. Pima County 

93 

Conservation efforts have been focused along the lower San Pedro River 
because of the large stands of cottonwood-willow forest and extensive 
mesquite bosques that support a diversity of species, several of which are 
threatened or endangered. Although the transmission lines themselves 
may not interfere with these habitats, the potential necessity to 
periodically clear vegetation beneath the lines certainly needs to be taken 
into consideration when long-term impacts are assessed. It would be 
preferable to locate the transmission line in an area of the river where 
vegetation is low-growing and sparse, i.e., where the water table is deep 
and does not support tall, dense riparian vegetation. The proposed 
transmission line crossing at Aravaipa Creek passes through one and near 
two other of these mitigation properties. Any impacts to these mitigation 
lands would need to be fully offset, following the requirements of the 
Roosevelt Lake ITP and associated Habitat Conservation Plan. 
Mitigation lands must contain large, contiguous stands of tall, dense 
riparian habitat that supports breeding flycatchers and must be located so 
the riparian habitat can be managed effectively. If a mitigation property 
is bisected or partially impacted, replacement of only the impacted 
portions would not necessarily meet the terms of the ITP and HCP. SRP 

94 

Potential wildlife concerns with those routes, which should be evaluated 
in the EIS, include impact to experimental (Endangered Species Act 
Section 10m) reintroduced Aplomado falcons south and east of the 
Bosque del Apache, occupied desert bighorn sheep habitat, BLM special 
management areas, migratory birds at the Derry-Arrey river crossing, 
and loss or fragmentation of Chihuahuan Desert grasslands, a key habitat 
type identified in the Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy for 
New Mexico. Issues of concern pertaining to the southern portion of the 
proposed New Mexico route of the SUMa lines (from interstate 25 to the 
Arizona state line) include Chihuahuan Desert grasslands, and 
concentrations of ducks, cranes and raptors in the area between Hatch 
and Deming. West of Lordsburg, the proposed route through the Granite 
Gap and San Simon Cienega goes through habitat occupied by desert 
bighorn sheep and by state listed reptile species. The San Simon Cienega 
is also one of the few riparian habitats in the area. The Cook Peak range, 
and other pinyon-juniper foothills, should be surveyed for nesting state 
Threatened gray vireos.  NMDGF 

96 

One of our primary concerns about the power transmission line proposal 
is that any right of way that is cleared under the lines may soon become 
trails for ATV's. We think the potential downsides of that possibility 
should be considered. 



 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project L-148 EPG 
EIS Scoping Report  April 2010 

Table L-1 Comments Summary 
ID COMMENT 

A cleared right of way would probably be used by some people as a way 
to get into formerly inaccessible back country. From experience, some of 
us realize that kind of ATV traffic could translate into further damaged 
grasslands, increased erosion, and a likely accelerated decline of the deer 
and javelina populations as well as increased stress on other wildlife. 

208 

2) Windmill farms should be located along ridges (more wind) and avoid 
the lower grasslands environments where habitats yield greater values for 
wildlife, grazing, and recreation (bird hunting, pronghorn herds, etc.)  
3) Likewise, solar panel fields should avoid grassland habitats. Example: 
a "fast track" solar field is listed for Mason Draw in Dona Ana County. It 
appears to cover thousands of acres to the west of the draw which are 
prime Chihuahuan grasslands favored by golden eagles, an introduced, 
successful pronghorn herd and multiple recreation. This grassland 
expanse also offers excellent livestock forage (Lazy E and Corralitos 
ranches). To the east of Mason Draw are thousands of acres of creosote 
bush, mesquite and catclaw. Nobody goes there. If you have to cover 
over habitat with a solar field, impact the less valuable lands re: 
biodiversity, grazing economies, and recreation. 
4) Another example: Don' t let them fragment or otherwise bugger up the 
Nutt Grasslands. 

320 

The San Pedro Valley is a very fragile and unique environment, I believe 
unequalled in the rest of the USA. The additional of 2 additional 
transmission line endanger it. More access roads will increase the loss of 
Saguaros (by ___[illegible]) and increase the erosion, loss of habitat and 
cause significant damage to the area. 

330 

Power line construction and long-term maintenance necessitates access 
roads that will lead to soil erosion, invasive plant species, water quality 
degradation/non-point pollution, and off-road vehicle misuse that will 
further these problems. The need to protect the infrastructure by 
suppressing wildfire or preventing proscribed burns will hamper 
vegetation management tools that are useful to improve upland 
watershed conditions. 

341 
The traffic coming and going will tear up existing roads plus the top soil 
and grasses in the right-of-way area. This will not heal in our lifetime. 

363 

Let's not use unspoiled lands. There would be a negative impact on the 
soil, water and wildlife. The access roads cut and the clearing of dense 
vegetation or tall trees destroyed would cause erosion and uncalculated 
harm. 

416 

Opening up these remote areas of the San Pedro River Valley would lead 
to their rapid erosion and deterioration. Native species of plants and 
animals will be damaged: By staying along already established routes, 
the flyways, migration corridors between sky islands, and sensitive 
vegetation can be kept intact. Jeeps and ATVs could quickly smash flat 
native vegetation if given access. 

426 

I am making comments on the proposed project as it passes through Luna 
County in New Mexico. The preferred route is unacceptable in 
northeastern Luna County because it goes through the "Nutt Grasslands" 
for miles and miles. The "Nutt Grasslands" have always been linked to 
the "Otero Mesa" because both are sensitive areas with unusual natural 
characteristics. Oil and gas activity has been unable to continue on 
"Otero Mesa" due to the pristine nature of that environment along with 
environmental and land owner objections. The "Nutt Grasslands" lay 
along both sides of NM Hwy 26 and NM Hwy 27, south, west and north 
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of Nutt, New Mexico in northeast Luna County and southwest Sierra 
County. It is a large area of pure grassland with no invasive species of 
brush or other undesirable vegetation. It extends to the foothills of the 
Cooks Range and Black Range mountains to the west and offer views not 
found often in southwest New Mexico. It would be a travesty to have two 
500kV lines followed by wind towers, other related structures, roads, etc. 
in this particular sensitive area of Luna County known as the "Nutt 
Grasslands." 

595 

The Turkey Creek ACEC consists of2,326 acres that adjoins a portion of 
the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness at its southeast end and contains two 
riparian woodlands. The area has significant cultural and scenic values 
and is an important wildlife resource and riparian area. The area is 
threatened by off road vehicle (ORV) use, unregulated camping and 
current and potential resource extraction. The Table Mountain ACEC 
contains two plant communities of concern. These include an alligator 
juniper savanna at the top of Table Mountain that exists in less than 20 
locations and a white oak woodland containing Mexican blue oak in the 
adjoining Sycamore and Saddle Canyons. The total area encompasses 
1,220 acres to the south of the canyon and of concern in this area is ORV 
use, prescribed fire and preventing mineral withdrawal and vegetation 
impacts. The Desert Grasslands ACEC is significant due to its relict 
deseli grasslands which are an important baseline for management 
objectives. Desert grasslands are widely used for the majority of grazing 
in the desert southwest but also provide critical habitat for 13 state listed 
wildlife species and are important for watershed stabilization. 

The 
Wilderness 
Society 

597 

The MRGCD runs from north to south approximately 160 river miles 
with the Rio Grande at its center. The farmland extends between the 
mesas on each side. Adjacent to the river is one of the largest un-broken 
cottonwood and willow forests in the United States. Within this bosque 
are found wildlife and bird and fish species more specifically described 
below. It is the contiguity of that bosque forest that forms the central core 
of the ecosystem.  MRGCD 

850 

Grassland Species: In addition to the gray vireo, there are several 
grassland bird species which may be negatively impacted by the project. 
Grasshopper (Ammodramus savannarum) and Baird's (Ammodramus 
bairdii) sparrows and Sprague's Pipits (Anthus spragueii) are known to 
occur (or have occurred) in the grasslands of Otero Mesa, Lower Rio 
Grande Valley, and the Tularosa Valley. All three species are either 
regional or National Birds of Conservation Concern for the Service. 
Fragmentation of large, contiguous grassland habitat will negatively 
affect these and other grassland specialist species. USFWS 

760 

It was explained by a BLM Real Estate Specialist, at the meeting, that 
the disturbed areas would be replanted. It has taken centuries to develop 
a gypsum tolerant grass for this delicate pasture. It requires rain at the 
optimal time. Good water is rationed in our basin. Water in any quantity 
washes away topsoil as it rolls down hill to our 'dry lake beds' where it 
has leached brine up to the surface, rendering the ground barren. Any 
disruption to the natural progression of seasonal development sets the 
clock back many years, and allows foreign invader seeds to propagate.  

851 

Desert grasslands form another natural community in need of 
conservation in the Southwest, and several of the routes cross a 
significant grassland area called Allen Flat, southeast of the Galiuro 
Mountains. As part of a statewide assessment we conducted for the BLM TNC 
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in Arizona, Allen Flat was identified as an “A” class grassland, the best 
condition (Map 2). If the transmission line includes a continuous 
maintenance road or continuous fencing, it will fragment this grassland 
patch and may reduce its habitat value for wildlife such as grassland 
birds and pronghorn. Also, replanting of disturbed areas should be with 
only native species. 

CODE 075.00 Invasive Species 

33 

Linear disturbance features such as utility corridors become avenues for 
the spread of invasive plant species. This can be minimized by prompt 
revegetation, but subsequent new disturbance, such as maintenance of an 
access route, reopens that avenue. TNC 

211 

I am concerned about potential impacts to migratory birds and potential 
increases in invasive species along the ROW. Please minimize and 
mitigate these impacts to the maximum extent possible. 

243 

I have Frye Mesa Ranch south of Safford and 1/2 way up Mt. Graham 
form the city limits and I already have enough off road problems with 
this line. We will have more side roads, more gate problems. This is a 
bad place to put a power line thru to the San Pedro River rough country, 
few roads, wilderness country. Also, at the bottom of Frye Mesa we have 
invasive Sweet Resin Bush. We have spent 1/2 million to keep from 
spreading with private and government money. 

426 

The "Nutt Grasslands" lay along both sides of NM Hwy 26 and NM Hwy 
27, south, west and north of Nutt, New Mexico in northeast Luna County 
and southwest Sierra County. It is a large area of pure grassland with no 
invasive species of brush or other undesirable vegetation. 

486 

Keeping as much of it as possible near existing power line right of ways. 
I probably will have a lot more comments. And I hope to be able to work 
with you guys. I would like to say that going through Frey Mesa, right 
below, we have a weed that we spent over a half million dollars trying to 
get rid of, the sweet resin bush. We're thinking about closing the road out 
that way because people are picking this plant and spreading it. This 
bush is very, very invasive, and it' s not to be spread because it takes over 
everything. We spent, like say I, a half million, the government and I, 
already trying to get rid of it. And more roads through there would 
spread the speed and cause problems spreading the plant around with the 
equipment, et cetera. 

613 
Invasive non-native weeds would inevitably spread along the disturbed 
soils of service roads. 

CODE 080.00 Cultural Resources 

6 

The proposed SunZia transmission line needs to be sited on or along the 
White Sands Missile Range boundary, and NOT run through the village 
of San Antonio, nor cross the Rio Grande between San Antonio and Luis 
Lopez. Cultural issue: pre-historic Indian pueblo ruins dot the west bank 
of the Rio Grande, many of them unexcavated. Pottery shards and rooms 
cover the ground in numerous locations along the "Socorro reach". It 
would be impossible to avoid damaging the artifacts of this important 
and little understood civilization – the first to contact the Spanish when 
they arrived here in the 1500s. Point-of-contact is still 
being researched in the immediate area of the proposed power line 
crossing. 

33 
Pima County's award winning Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan 
identifies most of the land in the county in what is called the Middle San TNC 
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Pedro Subarea as important for protecting biological corridors, critical 
habitat, cultural resources, ranches and riparian resources. 

36 
Throughout the Aravaipa Valley there are numerous archaeological sites. 
This line would certainly damage these delicate pieces of history. 

48 

This area is rugged, beautiful and scenic with a few ranches in the valley 
which adds to the old dry western facade. A power line and it's easement 
will do nothing to enhance this Western heritage which is also an 
entrance to one of our designated National wonders. 

75 

Me and my family are very concern about this High Tension Wires going 
thru Sunset MT. We believe that God sent a Prophet to speak to his 
children, his name is William Marrion Branham and in 1963 seven 
angels came down from heaven and talk to him in this Sunset MT. This 
Mountain really is a Blessing to all of us, if you could find another way 
of doing this important project without going thru Sunset would be 
greatly appreciated. 

92 

The County's general concerns are over impacts to 1) the San Pedro 
River and its tributaries and 2) sensitive archaeological resources in the 
area. Archaeological Resources The high archaeological sensitivity of 
the San Pedro Valley in the area of the proposed alternative SunZia 
transmission route is well documented and reflects important prehistoric 
occupation as well as historic-period ranching. There are 27 recorded 
sites within a half-mile on either side of the All-American pipeline and 
proposed alternative transmission line corridor. These include three 
significant archaeological sites, the Reeve Ruin, Redington Ruin, 
Bayless Ranch Ruin, and an historic cemetery site near the vicinity of the 
proposed crossing. State cultural resources requirements must be met 
before any construction. 

114 

I am writing to say how appalled I am to read that you are considering 
the middle San Pedro River valley and Aravaipa Canyon as possible 
routes for the SunZia transmission lines. It reminds one of the song that 
said "they paved paradise to make a parking lot." Any building along the 
middle San Pedro or Aravaipa Canyon would destroy ecological, 
archaeological and cultural resources which the federal government, the 
BLM, the Nature Conservancy, and many private entities have spent 
millions of dollars to preserve. I hope these terrible route choices will be 
totally removed from consideration. The fact that there are electrical 
transmission lines here (at the cost of great environmental and 
archaeological destruction) doesn't justify causing more destruction in an 
area that has been called "one of the world's last great places." 

118 

I am writing this letter to request that the proposed route through the 
Sunset Mountain area be reconsidered for a route that already has an 
existing infrastructure condor with access roads in place. This is a very 
special place which God has revealed Himself to His Prophet and many 
others. 

120 

In addition to the Bosque del Apache, the proposed transmission line 
appears to cross multiple areas identified by the BLM as "avoidance" 
areas, and generally follows the Rio Grande and historic Camino Real. 

121 

I recently was aware of the changes of cables of high tension that you 
want to run through sunset. For my family and I that is a very special 
place. On February the 28th, 1963 a mysterious cloud appeared formed 
by a constellation of seven angels. It appeared in the Life magazine in the 
same month of 1963. 
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139 

Klondyke is the home of one of Arizona's most notorious stories which 
has elements of "Old West" tragedies. Southeast of the town is Klondyke 
cemetery where Thomas Jefferson "Jeff" Power, his wife, daughter and 
two of their three sons lie. Jeff Power brought his family from Texas to 
Arizona in 1909 and he started a cattle ranch. Powers wife, Martha Jane 
was killed in a buggy accident in the year 1915 when the horse started to 
run wild. One year later, Power took his children to his mine in the 
Galiuro Mountains where they built a cabin in Rattlesnake Canyon. Here 
his daughter ala May died when she was bitten by snake in 1917. 
Charley, who was Powers oldest son was wounded in the First World 
War and the old man decided that his other sons John and Tom Jr. shall 
never be food for the canons and he kept the boys home when they were 
called for military duty. They were declared as deserters and on February 
10, 1918 four lawman from Graham County were sent to arrest the 
brothers. When they arrived at Powers place, the shooting started. When 
the shooting ended, three of the lawman and old man Power were dead. 
Brothers Tom and Jim were wounded and they escaped to Mexico, but 
they were captured, brought to the court and convicted for killing. On 
February 26 and 28, 1918 they were send to jail in Florence and their 
brother Charley left the area. The Power brothers left the jail in 1960 
after 42 years in prison and John returned to the Klondyke area. After 
John's explanation Tom was poised in Los Angeles and he died in 1970 
in Sunset, Arizona (about 47 miles south of Klondyke). John moved the 
bones of his father and brothers to Klondyke cemetery and placed them 
beside his mothers and sisters grave. On his father grave he wrote: "T. J. 
Power Sr. 1918 – Age 54. Shot down with his hands up in his own door." 
Now John is buried beside them in Klondyke cemetery. 

166 

I am very upset about the desecration that will take place if wiring is put 
through Sunset Mtn. That place is Holy Ground. Just like God visited 
Moses, He also visited William Branham there. Bro. Branham is the 
prophet of this last day. Many wonderful things have happened there. 
People have been blessed. You cannot help but feel a wonderful peace 
when you are in that area. Please, please do not use this piece of land. Re 
route the project. 

255 

The Klondyke area is very remote and scenic. I have to study your routes 
better but I worked power lines for __ [illegible] out of Willcox, Benson, 
and feel the Klondyke Frye Mesa Safford route is the wrong way to go. I 
have a ranch in both areas and no one I have talked to wants it out there – 
we have Indian ruins and invasive plants that should not be disturbed. 

258 

In regards to the Sunset Mountain area that is being considered for the 
installation of the power lines. This area has been practically undisturbed 
for many years. It was the special camping site of a very influential 
minister named William Branham back in the 50s and 60s. To me and 
my church and many other churches around the world, we have gone 
there periodically over the past 40 years to pray and seek a closer walk 
with God. It is a very special place. A very, very special place. And one 
reason why it has remained so special is that it has remained undisturbed. 
We employ you that you would please leave this special place as it is for 
the sake of the hundreds of people that think of it as a place to retreat and 
draw closer to God. Many of us have had wonderful spiritual experiences 
at this special place and we ask that you please not take this away from 
us. 

279 I am highly opposed to your tension wires running through the Sunset 
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Mountain area. Thousands and thousands of Christian believers across 
the United States and from around the world believe this area to be 
sacred. To us, it is considered nothing less than Holy Ground. 

285 

Please leave our wilderness alone. This place has a special significance 
to very many people all around the world. There was a man by the name 
of William Branham that God blessed in this wilderness. He spoke of 
supernatural experiences at this place. The account of what happened he 
spoke of many times on tape. The tapes have been sent around the world, 
and many of his followers still visit this place today just to see where 
God showed himself in a supernatural way to His servant. This includes 
people from all over the world. You can find out more about William 
Branham here: www.branham.org. The sermon he preached entitled, 
"What is the Attraction On The Mount" explains what exactly happened 
there. I am not asking or even expecting you to believe what Brother 
Branham has said, but you should know that any type of development in 
this area would hurt and disappoint many more people than you probably 
know or could ever have estimated. 

286 

I am opposed to this line cutting across my property [Safford] or within 
0.8 of a mile. It nears or crosses several archaeological sites and burial 
grounds. 

289 

I am not an activist, I am a Christian, but the path that has been most 
highly favored in the construction of these power lines, has most 
definitely peaked my attention. There is a canyon there, near Sunset 
Mountain, which holds a very special history to my faith. In it runs in a 
picturesque wash, surrounded by beautiful walls of stone and filled with 
an assortment of wildlife that is hard to find all in one place. Nearby 
there is a natural mountain spring, which holds cool refreshing water and 
turns the area around it into a fresh almost tropical oasis. I cannot begin 
to describe it in words, and do justice to the magnificence and peace, that 
blessed little valley holds for thousands of believers. The serenity so 
many find there would be irrevocably marred by the metallic monoliths 
you plan to erect. The very notion of thousands of feet of wire cutting 
through the sky physically pains me. You could not equate it to someone 
building a hideous pillar in your backyard. It is more akin to building a 
series of vulgar and offensive billboards throughout a graveyard that 
holds your entire family. Every visit you made to that graveyard would 
make you sick and disgusted by the sheer audacity that someone had to 
put something so inappropriate in a place you hold so sacred. I apologize 
for using so striking an analogy, but I cannot stress enough how 
important it is to me, and tens of thousands of others, that the plans to cut 
through pristine wilderness in lieu of developed lands not be realized. 

295 

This email is in reference to Sunset Mtn, in Tucson, Arizona, and the 
tension wires that will possibly be put there. Every year, a group of 
Brothers from church go up there to camp and fellowship. Many people 
come from all over the world to learn of the supernatural experiences that 
have happened there. It has always been a very sacred place for the 
believers of Jesus Christ. Please take this into consideration when 
making plans to put the wires or bypass there. 

317 

I would first like to comment on the depiction of the valley as a "low" 
area of concern by the Biological Resources and Cultural and 
Paleontological opportunities and Constraints posters. Although there 
may be fewer cultural opportunities and concerns in the valley as 
compared to other sites in Arizona, there are certainly more 
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paleontological opportunities in the San Pedro Valley than along other 
proposed routes for the transmission lines. Certainly using existing 
railroad or interstate highways would be a less intrusive alternative to 
ruining a natural environment. In addition, while these opportunities 
refer to early Native-American sites, there is a wealth of historical value 
in the valley with regard to the early settlement of the Tucson and 
surrounding area by Hispanics and early American settlers. Many of the 
original farm and ranch families have continued to live and work in the 
valley for generations on the same land their ancestors pioneered. 
We have a family cemetery that sites on a small bluff overlooking the 
valley's bottom land and the river. At least five generations are buried in 
the cemetery. When visiting a unique peace and calm is provided to the 
soul by the view of the surrounding country, the river, the clear blue sky 
with raptors circling overhead. That type of view is afforded to all 
residents and visitors to the valley. Placing the power lines in the valley 
will destroy that view and our environment. 

318 

Along with wildlife there are hundreds of historic sites/archaeological 
sites all along the San Pedro which need to be preserved. The placement 
of these huge towers holding the power lines will cause irreparable 
damage to the environment. With the large equipment, number of people 
trampling the land, and amount of earth moving required to set up the 
towers the San Pedro will be ruined forever. 

320 

We are strongly opposed to the placement of any additional transmission 
lines in the San Pedro Valley. The entire valley is covered with 
untouched archaeological ruins from over 800 years ago. 

326 

Contrary to your poster of the Biological Resources and Cultural and 
Paleontological Opportunities and Constraints on display at the scoping 
sessions, the San Pedro Valley is not a "low" area of concern. The 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), The Bureau of Reclamation, The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC), Pima County, Center for Desert 
Archaeology and others have invested heavily here because they 
recognize it as an area of critical environmental and cultural concern.  

330 

The valley has a centuries-old history of human occupation that is very 
unique and the extensive archaeological resources would be threatened 
by the footprint of the towers. The new access to sites created by the 
service roads would increase the incidence of vandalism. We need to 
protect our cultural resources as well as our natural resources. 

334 

A new power line through the middle San Pedro Valley would be an 
environmental, ecological, and archaeological crime of stunning 
proportions! The Nature Conservancy spent literally millions of dollars 
to buy lands here to protect what it describes as "one of the world's last 
great places." The BLM has spent millions of dollars to buy preservation 
lands here as well. At particular hazard are wildlife corridors reaching 
from the Galiuro Mtns to the Catalina Mtns via canyons crossing the San 
Pedro River as well as numerous archaeological sites (including a village 
visited by Padre Kino). 

342 

Although we think using and producing renewable energy is a good 
thing, we are very much opposed to running power lines through pristine 
environmental areas and through nonrenewable cultural sites. The San 
Pedro River Valley is a very special place that has unique and well 
preserved cultural sites. 

361 
Also – the area in question [San Antonio] has many dispersed 
archeological sites, including areas where one can find remnants of 
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dwellings, petroglyphs, pottery shards and arrowheads, as well as more 
recent "post-Spanish" occupation. Routes should also be examined with 
these resources in mind. What may not be significant to the average 
person may have great historical value to researchers who find the much 
information from less-known sites. 

406 
There are several prehistoric cultural sites within and around the Cluff 
Ranch Wildlife Area that would need consideration. 

461 

Construction of high power transmission lines and the maintenance of 
these lines would have a profound negative impact on our Cascabel 
community, our environment and on the cultural resources that exist in 
this valley. The environment and cultural resources cannot be replaced if 
they are destroyed! 

598 

CDA and the National Trust want to emphasize that impacts come not 
simply from physical construction, but rather also can stem from the 
creation of new vehicular access routes that could increase the likelihood 
of looting and vandalism of many archaeological sites and inappropriate 
and destructive use of Native American sacred sites. 

Center for 
Desert 
Archaeology 
(CDA)/Nation
al Trust for 
Historic 
Preservation 

551 

 More research needs to be done on the paleo Indians in this area 
[Carrizozo.] Not one stone should be turned without extensive study of 
the archeology of this proposed area. 

595 

Many prehistoric and historic cultural resources are located along the 
path of and in close proximity to the proposed 1000-foot primary 
transmission line right-of-way and alternative rights-of-way. Direct 
impacts to these resources, such as from ground disturbing construction 
activities, should be evaluated in the EIS. Indirect impacts to resources 
are of equal concern and also require evaluation. They include erosion 
and/or increased sedimentation resulting from construction activities, as 
well as artifact collecting and vandalism resulting from increased public 
access. Below we describe some specific locations that contain 
significant and sensitive cultural resources that should be thoroughly 
considered in the SunZia project EIS. The most sensitive locations for 
cultural resources within the proposed project area in Arizona occur in 
the foothills of the Pinaleno Mountains, upper Aravaipa Creek, the lower 
San Pedro River valley and the Picacho Mountains-all of which are 
crossed by proposed or alternate routes. The Pinaleno Mountains (aka 
Mt. Graham) have been found by the Forest Service to be eligible for a 
"Traditional Cultural Property" designation.  

Wilderness 
Society 

598 

The location and manner in which routes cross the river are especially 
critical for minimizing impacts to cultural resources. Crossings designed 
to avoid any ground disturbance within the riparian corridor of the river 
will facilitate protection of prehistoric cultural resources that typically 
are found within a mile-wide corridor centered on the river. Several 
alternative routes are depicted in the vicinity of the Picacho Mountains. 
This area has been subject to a number of investigations over the years 
that have documented a rich heritage of Archaic, Hohokam and Historic 
period archaeological sites and rock art localities. 
Landscapes of Significance to Native American Groups An evaluation of 
potential physical, visual and social/psychological impacts to Native 
American traditional cultural properties (TCPs) and sacred landscapes 
also must be included in the EIS. Early and thorough consultation with 
Native American groups that may have connections to lands within and NTHP/CDA 
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adjacent to the transmission line corridors is extremely important. 
Because TCPs and sacred landscapes are highly susceptible to visual 
impacts, such as from above-ground transmission lines, and because 
mitigating such impacts is very difficult, BLM should attempt to resolve 
tribal concerns by avoiding TCPs and sacred landscapes all together.  

598 

[Concern for] potential adverse effects to historic trails and unparalleled 
landscapes of human history located within the proposed project area. 
CDA and the National Trust want to emphasize that impacts come not 
simply from physical construction, but rather also can stem from the 
creation of new vehicular access routes that could increase the likelihood 
of looting and vandalism of many archaeological sites and inappropriate 
and destructive use of Native American sacred sites. NTHP/CDA 

609 

The San Pedro River is the last free flowing, undammed river in the state 
of Arizona. The valley through which this river runs has been 
continuously occupied by humans for at least the last twelve thousand 
years. There are more than 500 known archaeological sites, and 
undoubtedly there many that have not yet been discovered.  

613 

There are more than 500 recorded Archaeological sites between Benson 
and Winkleman that would need to be avoided by SunZia high-voltage 
towers and access roads. These access service roads would allow ATV 
access to the Archaeological sites, with inevitable damage and looting, as 
well as access to private ranch lands. 

826 

Adequately Identify Cultural Properties Impacted by the Proposed 
Project and Evaluate Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts on Those 
Properties. 

NM AZ 
Archeo 
Councils 

848 

While the need to "green" our energy supply is urgent, utility-scale 
renewable energy projects and associated transmission facilities must be 
sited in ways that minimize harm to our nation's most treasured historic 
and cultural places. These include physical remains of past human 
activity, viewsheds of significant historic locations, and entire Native 
American sacred landscapes.  
Direct impacts to these [cultural] resources, such as from ground 
disturbing construction activities, should be evaluated in the draft 
environmental impact statement (DEIS). Indirect impacts to resources 
are of equal concern and also require evaluation in the DEIS. They 
include visual impacts to viewsheds and historic settings; erosion and/or 
increased sedimentation resulting from construction activities; and 
artifact collecting, vandalism and inappropriate and destructive use of 
cultural resources resulting from increased public access during and after 
completion of the proposed SunZia transmission project. NTHP/CDA 

CODE 090.00 Water Resources 

14 

This route cuts through more than 20 miles of the Aravaipa Canyon 
watershed, crosses Aravaipa Creek on the east side of the canyon, and 
bisects the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management to the north and Galiuro Wilderness in the Coronado 
National Forest to the south. Aravaipa Creek is a perennial creek in the 
Sonoran Desert that flows through the wilderness and the area in which 
the APOA members live. Aravaipa Creek is home to two federally 
threatened fish species, the spikedace and the loach minnow, and is the 
only waterway in Arizona still to have all of its native four other fishes 
(longfin dace, roundtail chub, desert sucker, and Sonoran sucker), three 
bird species (yellow-billed cuckoo, gray hawk, and black hawk), the 
desert tortoise, and the desert bighorn sheep. In other words, Aravaipa 
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Canyon and it's watershed constitute a unique environment and an 
ecologically sensitive area. The proposed route would cross or closely 
parallel Aravaipa Creek on the east side of the wilderness and cross the 
Aravaipa Creek watershed for much of its length. This could greatly alter 
water flow in the watershed and the creek and destroy or alter habitat 
important to native species. 

18 
I am vehemently opposed to this proposed alternative route, anywhere 
near Hot Springs Canyon and Wash, or the fine community of Cascabel. 

33 

Areas of concern ... the Lower San Pedro/Aravaipa watersheds in 
Arizona. We have worked in Arizona since 1966 with private, state, 
federal, and tribal interests to protect biologically sensitive lands. Among 
the results of those efforts are several large nature preserves and 
cooperatively managed areas that we own or manage in the Lower San 
Pedro River and Aravaipa Canyon watersheds which could be affected 
by some of the routes that have been identified. All the identified routes 
across the Galiuro Mountains and Aravaipa watershed or down the San 
Pedro River Valley will likely cause significant environmental impact, 
either directly or indirectly, and we recommend avoidance of these areas. 
his area has become a focal point for conservation and mitigation 
investments because of the opportunity to protect and restore a relatively 
undisturbed river system, cross-valley wildlife movement, and ecological 
processes such as fire that maintain ecosystem health. Close to one third 
of the lower river corridor is now in protected status, and stream flow 
and habitat conditions are improving. In many cases, these purchases 
satisfied mitigation requirements for habitat losses in other parts of the 
state that were the unavoidable byproduct of projects important to the 
economy. Jeopardizing the integrity of these conservation projects by 
opening the valley to development that depletes water and fragments 
habitat could trigger the need for additional mitigation. There are few 
places remaining in the southwestern U.S. that are as intact and have the 
quality and extent of aquatic and riparian habitat as that found on the San 
Pedro River. Mitigating for losses to this system would be very limited 
and possibly less successful. The perennial Aravaipa Creek is widely 
recognized as one of the most important refuge for native fish in the 
Southwest.  TNC 

33 

The placement and size of individual transmission towers will 
significantly affect the overall environmental impact of a route. The 
footprints of towers should avoid riparian zones, especially those with 
perennial water, and stream crossings should incorporate towers of 
sufficient height to avoid any tree removal required to meet safety 
regulations. We also note that one of the biggest threats to the health of 
Aravaipa Creek and its native fish community is excessive sediment 
deposition. While the proposed route is some distance from the creek, 
erosion from power line construction in the watershed upstream of 
Aravaipa Canyon would likely cause additional sedimentation that 
degrades one of the most important native fish habitats in the Southwest. TNC 

36 

I oppose SunZia's proposed route for their transmission lines that will run 
through the Aravaipa Valley. The Aravaipa Valley also has severe 
flooding every few years. The entire valley floor is in danger in these 
floods. At some point in the future the proposed transmission line would 
be affected. The uplands are also damaged by the tremendous amount of 
runoff in this area. Bad erosion has been an ongoing problem for years. 

81 the San Pedro River valley has been declared one of the "last great 
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places" by the Nature Conservancy. Although the valley has suffered the 
ill effects of excessive groundwater pumping and the once fully flowing 
river, rich with wildlife is a mere shadow of its former self, it remains the 
last free-flowing river in the Southwest and a hugely important wildlife 
corridor. Please don' t allow any further degradation of its natural 
resource values. Pumping down the aquifer and careless recreational use 
should be curtailed or discouraged, not transmission lines added! 

85 

With the preliminary information provided, ADEQ would like to make 
you aware of some water quality issues that may need to be considered in 
the planning stage. I) Stormwater Construction General Permit: 
Stormwater discharges associated with construction activities (clearing, 
grading, or excavating) which disturb one acre or more must obtain a 
general permit for coverage of stormwater discharges under the Arizona 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System's (AZPDES) Construction 
General Permit. As part of permit coverage, a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) must be prepared, and implemented during the 
course of construction. Because the proposed construction will occur in 
2013, the project proponent will need to be cognizant of the most current 
permit in existence at the time it seeks coverage for the construction 
activities. 
2) Impaired Waters: Planning should consider any waters in the area of 
the proposed route that are listed as impaired according to Section 303(d) 
of the federal CWA. Listing as an impaired water may impact surface 
water quality permits, such as the Construction General Permit.  
3) CWA 401 water quality certification: If project activities will occur 
inside the Ordinary High Water Mark of any water of the U.S., then an 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-issued CWA section 404 permit (a.k.a. 
dredge and fill permit) may be required. lf a 404 permit (or any other 
federal permit) is required for the project, a state-issued CWA section 
401 certification of the permit may be required to ensure that the 
permitted activities will not result in a violation of Arizona's surface 
water quality standards. ADEQ 

90 

The analysis should also include effects on water as a result of solar 
development and population growth. The San Pedro River watershed 
supports several wildlife species. Parts of the watershed have excellent 
mule deer and javelina habitat which provides high quality hunting 
opportunities for the public. In addition, the watershed supports many 
listed and candidate species. Any route within the San Pedro River 
watershed will have an impact on the watershed. Cumulative impacts 
should be analyzed for all species in the watershed if this route is chosen. 
Contact the Army Corp. of Engineers for Best Management Practices 
and guidelines for minimizing and mitigating impacts to riparian areas. AZGFD 

92 

The San Pedro Valley is located in the far northeastern corner of Pima 
County, east of the Catalina Mountains, and encompasses the San Pedro 
River corridor. The San Pedro River is the last free-flowing river in the 
state of Arizona, and was identified as one of the ten most endangered 
rivers in the United States by American Rivers in 1999. Due to the river 
and its associated wetlands, it contains the highest quality riparian 
gallery forest in all of southern Arizona and remains a critical area for 
seasonal migratory birds between North, Central and South America. 
The County's general concerns are over impacts to 1) the San Pedro 
River and its tributaries. The Bingham Cienega Natural Preserve was 
purchased specifically for protection of the mesquite bosque and Pima County 
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associated wetlands, and is proposed as mitigation land under Section 
10(1) of the Endangered Species Act. As is typically the case on leases 
granted on State Trust lands, creation of access points in biologically 
sensitive areas leads to degradation of natural drainage and plant 
communities. 

95 

Going west of the Picacho Mountains would destroy view sheds of the 
mountains The views of the Picacho Mountains are some of the City of 
Eloy's most prized natural resources. Obviously, any route west of the 
Picacho Mountains that would place the majority of the Project between 
City and the scenic Picacho Mountains should be avoided to preserve 
these view sheds for the City and its residents. Going west of the Picacho 
Mountains will conflict with a major flood control project the City of 
Eloy along with a number of landowners and developers are currently 
studying ways to channelize significant amounts of currently 
uncontained flood waters that will remove significant portions of the City 
and surrounding area from historic FEMA -designated floodplains. The 
McClellan Wash Watercourse Master Plan is a nearly $1 million dollar 
project that is ongoing in an effort to implement a master flood solution 
for large swaths of land to the west of the Picacho Mountains in and 
around the City of Eloy. The result of this study will be 
recommendations to site flood control structures to solve the floodplain 
issues for the area. The recommendations of the study could be limited if 
the Project is sited through this region and some incompatible scenario 
could arise causing issues for both the flood control solution and the 
Project. In order to avoid any conflicts it the Project should be sited east 
of the Picacho Mountains. 

111 

 I live in the San Pedro River valley, about 25 miles north of Benson. It is 
an area rich in biological and archeological resources, and as the last 
free-flowing river in AZ, a very major migratory bird corridor as well as 
having areas that are protected by Conservation Easements held by the 
USBR to protect the Southwest Willow Flycatcher. The valley is 
sparsely populated, allowing the cross-corridors between the Winchester 
and Galliuro mountain ranges to the east and the Rincon and Santa 
Catalina ranges on the western side of the watershed to serve as very 
viable "sky island" connections for wildlife migration. 

204 

As a resident of Aravaipa Canyon, I am writing you to express my strong 
opposition to the transmission line route indicated as "Proposed" by the 
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project. This route cuts through more 
than 20 miles of the Aravaipa Canyon watershed, crosses Aravaipa 
Creek on the east side of the Canyon, and divides the Aravaipa Canyon 
Wilderness administered by the Bureau of Land Management to the 
north and Galiuro Wilderness in the Coronado National Forest to the 
south. Aravaipa Creek is a perennial creek in the Sonoran Desert that 
flows through the wilderness and the area in which the APOA members 
live. Aravaipa Creek is home to two federally threatened fish species, the 
spikedace and the loach minnow, and is the only waterway in Arizona 
still to have all of its native fish species. Aravaipa Canyon and its 
watershed constitute a unique environment and an ecologically sensitive 
area. The proposed route would cross or closely parallel Aravaipa Creek 
on the east side of the wilderness and cross the Aravaipa Creek 
watershed for much of its length. This could greatly alter water flow in 
the watershed and the creek and destroy or alter habitat important to 
native species. 
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213 

You need to consider the sever erosiveness of this proposed route. The 
Aravaipa has serious destructive flooding. Aravaipa can really run wild. 
(Can be documented). The side canyons such as Long Hollow Bufford 
Four mile can get all torn up even with mild flooding. This very moment 
the side roads on the ranch are torn up from minor floods. It will be quite 
expensive for you to maintain tower health and keep roads in. It makes 
much more since for long term maintained to go with a more developed 
area. 

317 

The San Pedro Valley and Aravaipa Canyon are unique to the Tucson 
area affording residents and visitors the unique opportunity to see a 
natural free flowing river. The environment is a valuable riparian area 
and a migratory route for a number of bird species. The environmental 
impact of the lines would be substantial. 
The addition of new access roads will alter the natural run off patterns of 
the large volumes of rain water the land receives during the monsoon 
season that could result in unintended flooding.  

330 

I have lived in Cascabel, 25 miles north of Benson, in the Lower San 
Pedro River Valley for the past 40 years. I have come to appreciate and 
begin to understand the ecologic values here along this reach of the river 
and its tributaries; in fact, for the entire watershed. It is one of the few 
remaining intact natural systems in the Southwest. Because of the 
relatively pristine conditions here, the valley supports endangered 
species and the highest density of neo-tropical migratory birds in the 
West. 
Power line construction and long-term maintenance necessitates access 
roads that will lead to soil erosion, invasive plant species, water quality 
degradation/non-point pollution, and off-road vehicle misuse that will 
further these problems. The need to protect the infrastructure by 
suppressing wildfire or preventing proscribed burns will hamper 
vegetation management tools that are useful to improve upland 
watershed conditions. 
Lines that intersect riparian areas will require removal (fuels mitigation 
of tall vegetation) of the very trees that provide habitat for endangered 
species, bank and floodplain stabilization for soil and water quality, and 
the valued global ecoservices of transpiration and carbon exchange. 

363 
Let's not use unspoiled lands. There would be a negative impact on the 
soil, water and wildlife.  

371 

The Galiuro Mountains and the San Pedro river valley are a beautiful 
wilderness. Why tear through them with transmission lines from NM to 
AZ? The San Pedro is one of the only undammed rivers in the United 
States and an amazing habitat for migratory animals. Why destroy that?  

457 

I am a biologist who has been living in the Aravaipa Canyon/Klondyke 
area for 35 years. I've been observing the unique wildlife in the Aravaipa 
Canyon, Creek and tributaries all this time. I'm obviously a 
conservationist as are most of the inhabitants (ranches and non ranchers) 
in this area. My husband and I have rainfall, max/min temp. and flood 
records for these years. We in this community, live here because of the 
relative isolation and the beauty of the high desert scrub/riparian 
environment. As you know, there are few permanently flowing waters, 
such as the Aravaipa Creek, left in Arizona. 
Although I am very much in favor of wind and solar power, I do not 
want construction of such a massive transmission line through here. We 
do use some solar power on our property. I feel it would greatly impact 
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the plants and animals along the proposed route and the Aravaipa Creek: 
all drainages there flow into the Aravaipa Creek. 

558 

Soil and Watershed issues – The BLM must include the cumulative 
effects of secondary road development as a result of this project and their 
impacts to the watershed. Construction of this project will allow for 
development of secondary renewable energy development across vast 
expanses of land, with increase of the total miles of dirt and unimproved 
roads. Unimproved roads are a major source of erosion and non-point 
source pollution contributing pollutants and sediments to surface waters. 

595 

The perennial flow of Aravaipa Creek links 3 mountain ranges, 3 
wilderness areas and maintains migratory corridors for both large 
mammals and birds, making it a crucial component to maintaining 
biodiversity and ecological integrity in southeastern Arizona. The 
integrity of Aravaipa Creek's stream flow depends heavily on the 
ecological health of the surrounding watershed. The Aravaipa Canyon 
watershed is bounded on the east by a low divide in the northwest 
Sulphur Springs Valley and on the west by the San Pedro River south of 
the town of Winkleman, Arizona. On the northeast the canyon is 
bounded by the Pinalefio and Turnbull-Santa Teresa ranges and on the 
southwest by the Galiuro Mountain range, the very north end of which is 
traversed by the creek. The watershed comprises approximately 1,400 
km2 and the perennial flow of the creek originates from unconsolidated 
sediments of the streambed 6.4 to 5.5 km northwest of the town of 
Klondyke. The watershed to the north and south of the existing Aravaipa 
Canyon Wilderness consists of tablelands cut by numerous tributary 
drainages that feed into Aravaipa Creek. 

The 
Wilderness 
Societ et al 

Phillips 

The BLM holds a conservation easement on my property and others in 
the area to protect its ecological and cultural values. Avoiding electrical 
lines on INC and Cascabel Hermitage Association lands in the area will 
nonetheless jeopardize the goals of both organizations by fragmenting 
habitat they work with public agencies and private landowners to keep 
intact. Running a 1000 ft. utility corridor through the area is therefore 
inconsistent with the BLM's own stated conservation goals in the San 
Pedro Watershed. The Lower San Pedro River Watershed remains 
ecologically intact, with a relatively unfragmented landscape rare in an 
arid and rapidly growing region. There are no sufficient mitigation 
options for the damage new roads and infrastructure development could 
do to a singular and fragile area with few parallels on the continent. 

851 

The Nature Conservancy’s only major concern with this alternate route 
[far eastern route that runs along the eastern border of White Sands 
Missile Range and crosses the Rio Grande just north of the Texas border] 
is that it directly crosses the Lordsburg Playa in Hidalgo County. If this 
portion of the transmission line could be directed either north to connect 
to the original proposed route or possibly south to follow along I-10, the 
impacts to these important playa lakes could be greatly reduced. TNC 

CODE 100.00 Airspace 

83 

As the representatives of Holloman AFB for NEPA and planning 
activities, we insist on being included on any project that potentially 
impacts our air and ground operations. This project is within the assigned 
airspace for WSMR/Holloman/Cannon/Kirtland. 

Holloman 
AFB 

418 

I own a private air strip in the San Pedro Valley near milepost 22 on the 
Cascabel Road. It is currently operated as a private airport, but it has a 
special use permit issued by Cochise County that would allow air park or 



 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project L-162 EPG 
EIS Scoping Report  April 2010 

Table L-1 Comments Summary 
ID COMMENT 

commercial air operations. (The permit was originally obtained for an air 
park development; the airport was public until 2003.) Construction of 
high-capacity power transmission lines, especially within 3-4 miles of 
the Cascabel Road, would seriously endanger air traffic in and out of the 
air strip, and would substantially lower the value of my property and the 
special use permit associated with it. 

614 

This area [Windmill Ranches] is also one of the few remaining places 
where I could afford enough land to have my own hanger and landing 
strip for my private plane. This land happens to be in the area outlined by 
SunZia for Its transmission lines. Any night time illumination or tall 
obstructions near our property have the potential of making it useless for 
the reasons we purchased it.  

641 

As landowners (ranchers) in Central New Mexico, this line would 
infringe upon our current-military co-use agreement with the United 
States Army and their right to use the airspace over our ranch.  

853 

Eastern Route and Military Operations 
While this route is almost entirely outside the geographical boundaries of 
the military establishments it passes, there is still the possibility of 
interaction with military operations. Specifically, the route passes 
directly under a Military Training Route (MTR) just north of Tularosa. 
However, this MTR, designated VR176, is a visual route which has a 
floor of 1,500 feet above the ground. Since it is a visual route (pilots 
looking out the window), and the transmission towers will only extend 
approximately 130 feet above ground, there should not be a conflict with 
the operations. Towers in proximity to flight operations would be marked 
with high-intensity obstruction lighting to make them clearly visible 
from the air. In addition, they would be depicted on aeronautical charts, 
and would become thoroughly familiar to pilots operating in the area.  
Northern Route 
The proposed Northern route would cross due east from the Rio Grande 
to the SunZia terminus north of Carrizozo. This route passes directly 
through the full width of a Restricted Area. This Restricted Area is 
designated as R-5107C+H, and it extends from the surface up to space. 
There is an MTR (VR1233) that crosses the proposed route almost 
perpendicular. This MTR is a low level route with segments below 1,500 
feet above the surface. Given this low level designation, construction of a 
transmission line crossing this MTR would likely cause some concern for 
the military. 
The majority of the “western” or Rio Grande routes also penetrate 
Restricted Areas of the White Sands Missile Range. These restricted 
areas can contain hazards such as low flying aircraft, unmanned drones, 
explosives detonation and various classified operations.  NRDC 

853 

FAA Notification 
Military flight operations in the area will definitely have to be notified of 
the presence of the SunZia line. However, the slight modifications that 
may be necessary to aircraft route or altitude are minor, compared to the 
potential for delivery of renewable energy along this vital transmission 
corridor. The Federal Aviation Administration, in 14 CFR Part 77, does 
not require notification for structures less than 200 feet tall. Since 
transmission towers are in the 130-foot range, the only time towers 
would be a consideration is when they fall within a certain radius of an 
airport. Several radio towers in close proximity to the border of White 
Sands Missile Range and next to the proposed alternative route are not NRDC 
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depicted on aeronautical charts, based on my visual observation of the 
field area and comparison with relevant charts. These obstructions are, 
however, lighted and would be visible to military pilots in the area. 
Similarly, the SunZia line would provide visual orientation for pilots in 
the area, and would also most likely be noted in aeronautical charts. 

852 

Power lines in the vicinity of Orogrande, NM, could disrupt the flight 
pattern for Army aviation (helicopters) moving from the Base Camp 
airstrip to the Digital Air Ground Integration Range (DAGIR). Attack 
helicopter crews train at the DAGIR in support of units on the ground. 
Depending on the location, lines in the immediate vicinity of the 
Orogrande Range Camp could pose a significant safety hazard to 
helicopters moving from the Orogrande Base Camp airstrip to the 
aviation gunnery range on the east side of Highway 54. The safety risks 
could be particularly serious at night when aircraft are using night vision 
systems. 
Lines in the vicinity of Highway 54 could be problematic for unmanned 
aviation systems (UAS) organic to the maneuver brigades flying east and 
west during battalion and brigade level exercises. The potential would 
exist for UASs to impact the power lines.  Ft Bliss 

825 

Western Route – WSMR airspace extends beyond its borders and 
extends from ground level to exo-atmospheric. WSMR has a heavily 
used airfield (Stallion) in the northwest corner of the range. The airfield 
is used by manned and unmanned aircraft. Many Unmanned Aerial 
Systems (UAS) have very slow climb rates, making 160-200 ft power 
lines even a few miles away a significant concern. WSMR also tests and 
uses cruise missiles which can fly as low as 20 ft above ground level 
(AGL) as targets for air defense system testing. Power lines at 160 ft 
pose hazards that would require circumscription of test events. The 
potential for lost aircraft or damaged power lines is a concern. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

Western Route – Kirtland AFB 58th Special Operations Wing (SOW) 
routinely uses Oscura and Red Rio gunnery ranges in the northern 
portion of WSMR. A power line along the western boundary will have 
training and safety impacts to our mission, forcing tilt and rotary wing 
aircraft out of their training profiles. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

Northern Route (along Hwy 380) – poses risks to low-level tilt-rotor, 
rotary-wing, and fixed wing aircraft safety and training operations for 
Holloman AFB (49th Fighter Wing), Kirtland AFB (58th SOW), Cannon 
AFB (27th SOW), and White Sands Missile Range (WSMR). 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

Eastern Route – poses risks to low-level (flight and approaches) rotary-
wing and fixed wing aircraft safety and training operations for Holloman 
AFB (49th Fighter Wing), Kirtland AFB (58th SOW), and Cannon AFB 
(27th SOW), as well as UAS operations for Ft. Bliss. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

Two Middle West routes – WSMR airspace extends beyond range 
borders and extends from ground level to exo-atmospheric. WSMR uses 
this airspace for both manned (helicopter, aircraft) and unmanned aircraft 
testing. Power lines at 160 ft pose hazards that may require modification 
of some test events. The potential for lost aircraft or damaged power 
lines is a concern.  

DOD 
Consolidated 

825 

Transmission lines of concern that would impact the Arizona Air 
National Guard 162nd FW are located near the towns of Lordsburg – 
Safford – Duncan – Willow – San Manuel. All of these towns are 
involved in and around Jackal Low MOA, VR 260 and VR 263 [low 
level military training routes], posing additional obstructions and flight 

DOD 
Consolidated 
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space restrictions.  
CODE 110.00 Noise/Interference 

  1 

Unleashing increased human traffic would result in discarded trash and 
debris, adding to the power-line visual pollution and off-roader noise 
pollution.   

  17 
Could introducing such high-voltage transmission lines interfere with the 
information received by the telescopes on Mt. Graham?    

  159 

Utility sites are, by nature, intensive, high profile land uses. The visual 
impacts and, in some cases, the audible impacts of these facilities 
detracts from the primitive recreational experience provided by the CDT 
[Continental Divide Trail]. CDTA 

  278/305 

The LWA Instrument: The Long Wavelength Array (LWA) will be a 
next-generation radio telescope with imaging power two orders of 
magnitude better than current or past capabilities at low VHF frequencies 
(i.e., 10-88 MHz).The LWA (Long Wavelength Array) radio telescope 
project, being executed by U.N.M. for the office of Naval Research, 
intends to build antennae (actually fields of dipole antennas) at a number 
of locations across the state. We need to be a reasonable distance 
(typically greater than 10 mi) away from high-voltage lines, to avoid the 
radio-frequency interference they produce. The situation is similar to that 
in which the BLM and the Bonneville Power Administration addressed 
the potential interference between an El Paso Electric power line and the 
VLA back in the 1980s. However, we are still determining the locations 
for our antenna fields; there should be plenty of time and flexibility for 
us to adopt positions with suitable standoff distances. To be sure that we 
don't get in the way, we are eager to maintain communications with 
SunZia, especially as the routes become better defined.  LWA Project 

  278/305 

Radio-Frequency Interference (RFI): The issue of RFI is of particular 
importance to radio astronomy. At its frequencies of operation, and at the 
exquisite levels of sensitivity required for its astronomical 
measurements, the LWA requires that the environmental level of RFI be 
very low (below -248 to -258 dbW/m21Hz; this is based on the 
requirement that the RFI increase the system noise by less than ten 
percent). Many of the objects of interest are extremely luminous but are 
located at such great distances (1024 m) that their signals are very faint 
by the time they reach the Earth, and are therefore easily overwhelmed 
by terrestrial sources located at distances of 104 m (10 km). The decision 
to locate the LW A in a region centered on the Plains of San Agustin was 
the result of a lengthy process of evaluation (begun in July 2002) in 
which the characteristics of environmental RFI were among the primary 
deciding factors. The Plains of San Agustin are considered by scientists 
as the best radio astronomy site in North America due to radio quietness, 
elevation and favorable weather conditions – as indicated by the presence 
of the VLA.  LWA Project 

  278/306 

The Impact of the Proposed Extra-High-Voltage (EHV) Transmission 
Lines: The possibility of RFI from EHV transmission lines first came to 
the attention of radio astronomers in the early 1980s, when the El Paso 
Electric Company proposed building a 345-k V transmission line that 
would have crossed the north and east arms of the VLA within two miles 
of its center. (It should be noted that in its largest configuration, the most 
distant antennas are located thirteen miles from the center of the VLA.) 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the VLA obtained 
assistance from Mr. V. L. Chartier of the Division of Laboratories of the LWA Project 
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Bonneville Power Administration (BPA). In his 1984 report, Mr. 
Chartier calculated minimum separation distances for the transmission 
line from the VLA and from individual antennas of the Very Long 
Baseline Array (VLBA) radio telescope. It is important to note that Mr. 
Chartier recognized that radio astronomers are concerned about noise 
power, not (quasi-)peak noise voltage, and derived the necessary 
conversion factor. In fact, radio astronomers are concerned about total 
noise power, which means that the contributions from all phases 
(possibly including ground wires) and from adjacent transmission lines 
must be summed. It is also important to note that, because the coronal 
RFI is a broad-band emission, it cannot be filtered out.  

  314 

Wires that hum are the worst part of electrical transmission – the hum 
warns of danger. A good thing most of the time. However, people who 
have houses next to the wires suffer stress and from Electromagnetic 
Frequency pollution.    

  347 
500kV of power are twice what you get when you pass 250kV in Safford 
that ruin radio reception.   

  352 

This is a pristine valley (Aravaipa Valley); to put your poles in an area 
that only allows 50 visitors by application only seems counterproductive 
when you already have existing lines that could be used as an alternative. 
500kV of power are twice what you get when you pass 250kV in Safford 
that ruin radio reception. Double that power field! Maintenance roads 
under the lines with ATVs and 4 wheelers will increase erosion, noise, 
litter and interfere with wildlife habitats/population. We love the silence, 
peace and pristine beauty that this whole line will ruin.    

  361 

Traffic for construction and maintenance would be noisy and dusty. 
Access roads would also be unsightly and would likely attract those 
wanting access to both public and private land with ATVs, which are 
already becoming a nuisance issue in this area.    

  420 

Our public lands can remain pristine, wildlife would not be disturbed and 
unnecessary roads would not cut through our state and federal lands 
causing increased erosion and noise pollution. Please consider using the 
current corridor for this project.   

  445 

I object to the new routes proposed by this project – in specific the 
Aravaipa Valley Route on several levels. As you (I am sure) know 
4x4s/ATVs and others who use recreational vehicles will use the new 
maintenance roads for entertainment, creating noise pollution, litter, 
increase erosion and interfere with wildlife habitats.   

  456 

I do not see the need, in an effort to further the “green" energy cause, for 
a perfectly pristine environmental area to be desecrated when alternate 
developed routes exist. If more access is made available via maintenance 
roads, ATV use will increase, as will erosion, noise pollution, and 
general littering.    

  460 

The land would be crisscrossed with road and side roads to access the 
towers for repair; these roads would invite vehicular traffic including 
ATVs, and would create soil erosion, air pollution, noise pollution and 
general destruction of the peace of the people and animals in the San 
Pedro River valley.    

  472 

People don't want to live under t hose high frequency lines. They don't 
want to hear the hum. We don't want to hear it either. We don't want 
them running off the oryx, the antelopes. They run out there [Bingham]. 
They won't come near the place.    
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  478 
But the biggest concern is – if you got that before about the views, the 
other concern is the noise, if there's any noise.   

  603 What would the noise decibel level be on the lines?    

  655 

Every year hundreds of migratory humming birds reach our farm; with 
humming from power lines, they may take an alternate route. We have 
famous restaurants in our little town and many of our residents rely on 
the quiet aesthetics here to promote their businesses.   

CODE 120.00 EMF/Electrical Effects 

24 

In addition to the aesthetic atrocities involved in this venture, there also 
needs to be further studies performed on the effects of the human and 
animal health from high-power transmission line EFMs. Numerous 
studies have arrived at opposing conclusions regarding these effects. I 
believe the conclusions are not consistent due to the entities funding the 
studies. If power companies fund the studies no harmful effects are 
found. If medical science funds the studies, harmful effects are obvious. I 
have been involved in defending several lawsuits that alleged cancer 
illness and death due to the plaintiff's proximity to high-power 
transmission lines. While defending the suits we relied on data to prove 
that there are no proven harmful effects from these lines. However my 
personal opinion, after reviewing numerous studies, is that there is, 
indeed, the possibility that harmful health effects are present in the 
population who resides in close proximity to these lines. Currently the 
location requested is not heavily populated but because the New Mexico 
population continues to grow into oppressively uninhabited locales, 
forethought into future population concentrations in New Mexico is a 
requirement and necessity in this matter. New Mexico is slowly and 
without though, lettings it's natural resources slip away. Future 
generations will be appalled at the lack of intellect and forethought 
displayed by our current policies. In addition, they will be burdened with 
the health and financial consequences of these policies. A case in point is 
the current request for federal funding to assist in the healthcare of 
Native American families related to yesterdays uranium miners. While 
the consequences may not be immediate they do loom on the horizon. 

34 

Obvious environmental costs of the power line project are unacceptable: 
The problem of electro-magnetic interference with migratory paths and 
with the life-cycles of birds and other animals in the immediate 
proximity of the lines.  

81 

Another concern, of course, would be for those of us with pacemakers 
and other electronic health devices. Even according to the venerable 
Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE), "Potential for 
electromagnetic interference (EMI) with cardiac pacemakers in 
workplaces in electric utilities due to 50- and 60-Hz fields is well 
known." (http://i eeexplore.ieee.orglXpiorellogin.jsp? uri =h ttp%3 A % 
2F%2Fieeex pI ore. ieee. org% 2FielS % 2 
F7298%2F32989%2FOlS4S910.pdf%3Farnumber%3DlS4S910&authDe
cision--203) 

96 

Concerning the impact of transmission power lines on human health, we 
learned at the meeting in Safford that studies done in the U.S.A. indicate 
that these lines have little or no impact on human health and that they 
cause less harm than exposure to EMFs coming from electrical devices 
in our own houses, cell phones, etc. Through questioning, we learned 
that these studies are based on statistics. Information available on the 
internet from research done in countries such as Switzerland and 
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Australia is not so reassuring. And we personally know people who are 
experiencing multiple health problems after living more than ten years in 
a house with a transmission line tower just outside their back yard. 
Several of their dogs also died prematurely. Some other people we talked 
to said they know people living near this kind of power line who are 
having similar experiences. Perhaps U.S. researchers need to examine 
health problems experienced by actual individuals who live long term 
under or near such lines. The EMF issue is personally relevant to us 
because one of us is currently fighting cancer using alternative methods 
alone due to previous health damage caused by improper medical use of 
radiation in her childhood. For this reason we are even more concerned 
than we would otherwise be about the possibility of living 1.7 miles from 
this proposed power line and if the alternative route is chosen we would 
have it on two sides of our home. In that case the line might pass even 
closer to us. 

231 
Concerned about AC, want DC transmission line, is EMF being 
considered as to its effect on people and animal populations? 

224 

We have spent our entire lives building our home and property to raise 
our children in a safe environment. The proposed route for these lines 
runs practically over our house. We have a great concern about the 
known EMF/cancer links. 

280 

I have read many studies involving the dangerous affects of the EMF 
fields generated by these high powered power lines. I do not want to see 
this harmful monstrosity marching across my native home!  

286 

Opposed. I am opposed to this line cutting across my property or within 
0.8 of a mile. It is aesthetically unpleasing, exposes us to high EMF and 
magnetic fields, is a danger to children in the area. 

314 

Wires that hum are the worst part of electrical transmission – the hum 
warns of danger. A good thing most of the time. However, people who 
have houses next to the wires suffer stress and from Electromagnetic 
Frequency pollution. Animals can move away and usually do, except for 
the lower ones. And plants and fish are especially vulnerable if they are 
the highly specialized types. Therefore considerable planning needs to be 
done to protect the health, welfare, and property values near these lines. 
The lines that go in next to existing lines will add to the damage that the 
existing lines are causing and that will need to be mitigated.  

347 

If the county road 153 route is continued south across the Armendaris 
Ranch it would bypass the entire population of San Antonio and all the 
attendant lawsuits that are sure to arise from crossing numerous privately 
owned plots of land. I mention lawsuits because the "Preferred 
Alternative" crosses private parcels of land owned by farmers who are 
concerned about the affect of high voltage, direct current electromagnetic 
fields on crops and animals as well as human health (leukemia and brain 
cancer). 

416 

Power lines will negatively affect people: Keep the power lines well 
away from homes and businesses where people would be extensively 
exposed to high voltage "leakage". The physical health risks of living 
with high voltage lines has long been argued. Pacemakers and 
electronically controlled prostheses could be affected. Additionally, our 
electronic world depends upon lack of interference by powerful electrical 
sources. If our toys won't work we will experience frustration. 

424 
We are against these 2 proposed power line routes thru our scenic 
pristine San Pedro River Valley Watershed for the following primary 
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reasons: Health/cancer dangers of EMF (electromagnetic field) emitted 
by 500kV lines for humans and wildlife that live or travel near or under 
these lines. 

472 

These are big towers with megatons of frequencies running through it. 
People don't want to live under t hose high frequency lines. They don't 
want brain cancer, the reproduction problems. They don't want to hear 
the hum. We don't want to hear it either.  

478 

But the biggest concern is – if you got that before about the views, the 
other concern is the noise, if there's any noise. The EMF, is there any 
EMF hazards or concerns or something like that? 

484 

On another level, this much electrical energy flowing above people's 
heads should be kept as far away from people as possible, because there 
is a lot of evidence that people are affected by high power lines. So, if 
anything, you are heading for lawsuits the closer you get to human 
population. 

508 
Effects of such high voltage radiation on the population has never been 
discussed.  

560 

I am very concerned about radiation that exists already on the high 
transmission lines. Additional lines would present more of a health 
hazard. 

597 

Collateral Health and Resource Effects – We are aware that studies on 
the health effects of Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMFs), such as from 
transmission lines, have produced inconsistent conclusions. But at least 
some studies have suggested correlations between EMF exposures and 
higher incidences of childhood leukemia, adult leukemia, brain cancer, 
miscarriage, and ALS or Lou Gehrig's disease. See, e.g., State of 
California's study, An Evaluation of the Possible Risks From Electric and 
Magnetic Fields (EMFs) From Power Lines, Internal Wiring, Electrical 
Occupations and Appliances (2002), at 
http://www.ehib.org/emf/RiskEvaluation/riskevaLhtmL. We expect the 
EIS for the SunZia Transmission Project to address these possible health 
effects of transmission line siting near populated farming areas, including 
effects on residents and workers, farm animals and farm products, to 
quantify these risks as accurately as possible considering the various 
studies conducted, and to evaluate the potential risks avoided by alternate 
siting locations.  MRGCD 

613 

Electromagnetic fields would negatively affect property use and value, 
recreational values, as well as wildlife, and consequently affect hunting 
and recreational experiences in the area.  

691 

Studies have shown that the EMF generated by high voltage power lines 
will affect pace makers, defibrillators, and other implanted medical 
devices within a 500 meter radius. My wife has deep brain stimulators 
for parkinson's that can be deactivated by even weak magnetic sources. I 
am deeply concerned that she and other senior residents will be injured 
or incapacitated by the power lines which are planned to pass through 
our neighborhood. 

878 
Will the project adversely affect any satellite, electric, phone, propane or 
well? 

CODE 130.00 Economics 

1 

 During the Safford, AZ, Public Scoping Meeting held on June 24, I 
asked what possible benefit would come from routing the lines through 
such a pristine area. The answer was simple – it would save the 
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developers millions of dollars to build this shorter route. My opinion is 
that it may save investor money on the initial price tag, but the ultimate 
cost will be irreversible damage that will last long beyond the life 
expectancy of the parties that would choose this route, the project itself, 
and the people that is would serve.  

4 

The transmission route requires crossing the Rio Grande, and the 
proposed corridor follows Highway 380 through San Antonio just north 
of the Refuge. This proposal transects the flight path used by migratory 
birds including the sandhill cranes, snow geese, and ducks that travel up 
and down the river valley. Bird strikes and impacts to the rural farming 
community are of great concern, not to mention the degradation of the 
viewscape of the refuge and the Socorro Valley (and important resource 
to the ecotourism of the area). 

6 

Scenic/Tourism: human birders now stay at B&Bs and avian sanctuaries 
directly in the path of the birds and the route alternative to the north of 
San Antonio. The growing business would be disrupted due to visual 
blight and the birds being disrupted. 

19 

There is a lot of tourism associated with the Bosque, and important 
revenue source for the Socorro area. I personally drive the 150 miles 
from Las Cruces to visit the Bosque almost every week. Why risk it 
when there are alternatives.  

23 

Please allow this project to go thru. It is a positive solar assisted project. 
Most of the people that live here (or rather moved here) don't give a 
damn about conservation anyhow. It's a positive $ maker. 

35 

SunZia should be encouraged to rely on local workers for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the transmission line. Given that the 
proposed transmission line will pass through Luna, Grant and Hidalgo 
counties with some of the highest unemployment rates in New Mexico, 
we would like to see that local labor is used to maximize the positive 
economic impact to these counties. The "green jobs" that will be created 
with this project will be all that more meaningful to local communities if 
they can directly benefit from the job creation. 

Gila 
Resources 
Information 
Project 
(GRIP) 

37 

This would result in damage to the terrain as well as the harassment of 
wildlife and stock. As has been shown in the past, signs do not prevent 
people from this destructive damage. This increased influx translates into 
destroying the productive harmony of our future generations' enjoyment 
of nature and wildlife. I own a lodge and General Store at Klondyke 
which is located three (3) miles from the proposed route. In the short 
term, this would be to my financial benefit due to personnel who are 
involved potentially staying at my lodge. Long term, however, this 
would not be a good situation for the future generations' quiet enjoyment 
of the area. 

39 

Apart from outright bird destruction, the impact of establishing 
transmission lines in this area would be deleterious to the tourist 
industry, for thousands of visitors from across this nation and from 
numerous foreign countries flock here to view the migration spectacle, 
one of the American Southwest's grandest outdoor spectacles in an area 
of scenic beauty unmarred by intrusive power lines or other structures.  

72 

Besides the impact to the birds, the beauty and integrity of the northern 
environs of the refuge are important to visitors, like my wife and me, 
who bring significant economic benefit to the Socorro region by our 
visits to the area. If it is spoiled by damage to the wildlife and beauty of 
the region, we will be much less likely to visit it. 
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78 

Socorro is the second poorest county in New Mexico, and the Festival of 
the Cranes, held annually at Bosque del Apache NWR is the single 
greatest income generating event. The Refuge has an estimated economic 
impact of $4.3 million for the region. Ecotourism for the county is 
directly linked to the Refuge, and anything that harms the wildlife or 
mars the view of this rural setting is going to have a negative impact on 
visitation. Additionally many San Antonio residents will experience 
decreased property values as their views of the once-majestic Rio Grande 
Valley will feature giant transmission lines and poles. Since there is no 
obvious economic benefit of this project to the area, there is no excuse to 
compromise our community with this project. 

90 

The Department understands the proposed project activities would 
involve the construction of up to two 500kV transmission lines with key 
interconnections to the existing extra high voltage grid in Arizona and 
New Mexico. The Department does not support this project at this time 
due to the following concerns: The construction of SunZia will clearly 
promote the growth of renewable energy development in New Mexico in 
a manner consistent with identified resources. It is unclear; however, 
what impact this project will have on Arizona's renewable energy growth 
in an area that has been identified as having significant natural resources 
and limited renewable energy resource potential. Arizona's renewable 
energy potential is primarily located along the state' s western region, 
while Arizona's southeast region provides some of the most biologically 
diverse habitat in the state. Consequently, the Department recommends 
the project proponent and BLM provide a robust cost/benefit analysis of 
this project in Arizona, as well as, including additional reasonable and 
feasible alternatives to the SunZia route in Arizona.  AZGFD 

95 

Going east of the Picacho Mountains avoids conflicts with the heart of 
Eloy. 
As you may know, any alignment west of the Picachos would directly 
conflict with the present and future urban core of the City of Eloy. 
Alignments east of the Picachos will remove any potential impacts on 
urban revitalization, street widening, attraction of businesses, and many 
other components that are integral to the City's future. The Economic 
Development Group of Eloy ("EDGE") supports a route east of the 
Picacho Mountains and opposes any route to the west At its meeting on 
October 21, 2008, EDGE voted unanimously to support a resolution 
demanding that this line travel east of the Picacho Mountains and 
expressing its opposition to any alignment to the west of the Picachos. 
EDGE felt that siting the Project to the west of the Picachos would be 
detrimental to the future economic growth in the Eloy area. Placing the 
lines to the east of the Picachos for much of their length will eliminate 
visual impacts. We respectfully request that the Project be sited to the 
east of this development to avoid disruption of the plans for this 
development that Pinal County has approved and that Walton and the 
State Land Department have long been planning. 

131 

The Bosque del Apache attracts people from all over the world. This is a 
huge income for the environs of the Bosque. Please be considerate of all 
the years of bird and animal life that congregate here naturally. they 
cannot alter their habits. They will just be destroyed, if disturbed by you. 

153 

the Proposed (or preferred) route crosses very valuable farm and urban 
land in the San Antonio area and would have significant impact, 
environmentally, socially, visually, and economically. Social and 
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economic resources: The plan needs to address the social and economic 
impacts of nearby transmission lines to members of the public. Property 
values will decline in the immediate area and few people will want to 
live next to a high voltage transmission line. The southern route along 
WSMR would have virtually no social or economic impacts to humans. 
The current Proposed Route is not appropriate due to the amount of 
private land which would need to be crossed and the amount of publics 
which would be disrupted. A route which would drop south through the 
edge of White Sands Missile Range would be a route of least significant 
impact and should be changed to the Preferred Route. 

174 

Consider placing this line further south of one of NM most precious 
Environmental areas and tourist attraction, the Bosque Del Apache. This 
amazing area is worthy of protection from both an ecological standpoint 
and an economic standpoint as tourism is a big income source for this 
area in NM. The "greening " of America shouldn't come at the expense 
of endangered wildlife. 

185 

We urge you to reconsider the Transmission Lines that will cross Bosque 
del Apache. This is such a sensitive wildlife area which also generates 
tremendous ecotourism pleasure and dollars for the surrounding area. 
Please keep the cranes flying!!!  

213 

The Aravaipa has serious destructive flooding. Aravaipa can really run 
wild.( Can be documented). The side canyons such as Long Hollow 
Bufford Four mile can get all torn up even with mild flooding. This very 
moment the side roads on the ranch are torn up from minor floods. It will 
be quite expensive for you to maintain tower health and keep roads in. It 
makes much more since for long term maintained to go with a more 
developed area.  

224 

I am writing this letter to say that I am in favor of the transmission line 
and the proposed wind projects in NM. I strongly believe in alternative 
energy. I think that it is vital that we become energy independent and this 
would get us headed in the right direction. I also think that this would be 
a great opportunity for NM because it would create revenue and jobs in a 
time when jobs are few and far between. 

228 

We are ranchers north of Capitan and are very much in favor of the 
potential wind project in that area. We feel that wind energy is a clean, 
renewable source of energy that can help reduce our dependency on 
foreign oil. This will also help create green jobs and give a boost to the 
local economy. It will also create tax revenue for state and local 
government. As far as we are concerned it is a win, win situation. 

235 

The impact on the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge has not 
been determined, nor on the surrounding rural agricultural community. 
Alternate routes further south have been suggested, but additional 
information is needed before an educated and proper determination can 
be made. The potential for damage to the ecotourism of the area dictates 
that more information and consideration is necessary to reach the optimal 
placement of such transmission lines. 

253 
Please keep the tourism aspect: of our little town of Deming in mind 
when making your decision about this project. 

263 

The San Pedro River is a treasure that must be appreciated as a wildlife 
corridor and source of tourism revenue. Please don't destroy it for some 
short sighted power scheme. 

264 I wish the line would go down along the Whites Sands property instead 
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of along 380 in San Antonio. The area will lose its tourism appeal with a 
hulking power line in it. 

266 

I have learned that the BLM proposes to allow high voltage transmission 
lines to run near and along the Rio Grande near the Bosuqe del Apache 
National Wildlife Refuge and in other areas used by migrating birds. It 
could seriously impact the birds and the hugely lucrative tourist business 
in these areas. EVERY effort should be made to run these lines 
somewhere other than along migration routes or better yet, put them 
underground. 

304 

The impact to avian species in a major migratory flyway from high 
tension wires could be severe. Impacts at night to flying birds is a 
problem even now. More lines located even higher above ground could 
be a major threat. Bird watching and ecotourism are a major economic 
plus to our area in San Antonio. The proposed above ground lines would 
hurt us economically.  

306 

The SunZia line will bring needed transmission for development of wind 
energy that is only waiting for transmission. I feel it will help the 
economy and the nation to have this renewable energy developed. 

317 

Placing the transmission line in the valley will result in the loss of 
property values now and in the future, including the loss of future 
residential development opportunities. There are no foreseeable 
economic benefits to the valley and its residents. The sole economic 
benefit is to the transmission company. 

344 

 We have a tourist based business located with 3/4 of a mile of Rt 380 on 
Bosquecito Rd that would suffer financial losses if this power line were 
to be located north of Rt 380. We feel the land along the White Sands 
Missile Range should be used because there are no houses located in that 
area. 

373 

My hope is that this line will not be routed through Bosque del Apache 
nor any other areas of the state where tourism may be impacted. Please 
be thoughtful in your choices. Luna Co. is just at the threshold of 
residential, commercial, and tourism growth. Don't create an eyesore. 

382 

I feel that this transmission line will help our area in so many ways. It 
will help to get more jobs to our area in the way of construction, and 
housing.!t will also help bring other opportunities to our area in the way 
of future wind projects. I live in the Corona, N.M. area and the job 
opportunities are very limited at this time. If this project does come thru 
it will help keep some of our younger people in the area and boost the 
economy to the businesses here. 

384 

When a area or county or region has electric power there is really is very 
important it really means a whole lot period. For example when a place 
or area or county has electric power this helps when people are just 
looking to buy land somewhere plus your property is even worth more 
because it has electric power to it. Plus having electric power in an area 
any where helps a whole lot when it comes to growth and development 
period. When a area or in the case of rural area which our point is even 
more important. For example when you bring electric power to an area it 
could bring more building and more residents or population to a area. 
Also by having electric power in an area it also helps bring new business 
to a area, and new business bring new jobs and new jobs bring more 
building and more building and more new people and more residents. A 
project this size will not only bring growth/building or development with 
it. A project like this or a project of this size right now will create 
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hundreds or maybe even thousands of much needed work and jobs to an 
area and to our nation. More important we want everyone to know that 
this letter was wrote to support your project plus to let everyone know 
that not only are we in favor of your electric power line project being 
built. The truth is this everyone should be in favor and support of it being 
built. Why because there's not one person or one place that will not 
benefit period from a project like yours being built. A project as big as 
yours is a win win project in any area. 

402 

Your Aravaipa, Klondyke route will work hardships on the ranching 
families. This route would cut through the heart of our ranch and destroy 
a great deal of what we have worked so hard for and endangered our 
livelihood in a tuff economic time.  

423 

I would like to see the alternative route used next to I-10, as this could 
work in conjunction with the proposed Bowie Power Plant, and would 
help the economy of this area. 

449 

Also such a large power line in a small town like San Antonio would 
negatively impact the tourism environment created by open space, the 
flyway, and intersecting highways. Alternate routes that are not as 
populated would be a better choice, so there is not the added human 
impact.  

450 

I am a landowner in the Corona, NM area who has leased land to a wind 
energy company. Transmission lines have been the limiting factor in the 
development of wind farms in this area. The SunZia project could be the 
breath of life for these wind farms to move forward. I for one am very 
much in favor of this project. The sooner it is built the better. 

460 
Many people living in this area would lose their homes, there and their 
livelihood. 

463 

Please allow this project to go thru. It is a positive, solar assisted project. 
Most of the people the ___(illegible) here (on rather moved here) don't 
give a damn about conservation anyhow. It’s a positive $ maker. 

464 

The government and I have made considerable investments to see the 
area remains undisturbed. Many adjacent neighbors also hold 
conservation easements. I am a natural history cinematographer. I have 
filmed wildlife there for National Geographic TV, Discovery Channel, 
BBC and others. I am presently working on a film in this area. I like 
green energy, however, I am vehemently opposed to any transmission 
project near the Cascabel area. We have sacrificed a lot to keep it 
pristine. It would have detrimental effects on our ecotourism, as well. 

470 

Extend that corridor east of Highway 54. And the purpose and reason for 
that, that way, between the two major groups, there will be an even share 
between it. And Corona does split. And if they can get east of Highway 
54 – and there' s a lot of State land there – that would be easy for access 
of the transmission line. 

472 

I think those are our main concerns: The property values and the view, 
the fact that it can run off the potential business. We were going to open 
up part of the property to campers, and how can we do that with a View 
like that? It would destroy the value of the place completely. 

474 

I have a ranch here in Corona. We've leased wind farms, and we feel that 
we'd rather see wind farms than subdivisions, and ranches are no longer 
sustainable anymore under agriculture. So we've got to make, you know, 
something – do something else in order to stay in business. And so we 
think that wind and renewable energies are very positive. So we're very 
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much in favor of developing the wind and whatever it takes for 
transmission, wind towers, whatever it takes to do wind. 

475 

I'm the president of Frio Ridge. We are a landowner association in 
northern Curry County and southern Quay County, representing 127 
landowners and 177,000 acres. I am also the chairman of the Coalition of 
Renewable Energy Landowner Association, representing 52 million 
acres and 2,000 landowners through eastern New Mexico. And my 
comments are not specific to any issues related within this proposed area 
of SunZia. My comments are that we would like to see them extend this 
line over into Curry and Quay County. We don 't have any BLM land in 
that area. We have some State-leased land. But we would like to see 
SunZia come in. We have good wind energy resources there. We've got a 
lot of – like I said, we have 2,000 landowners, nearly 2 million acres. 
We've got a lot of prime land that 's available for wind development. We 
just need a transmission line to move it, and we'd like to see SunZia 
consider our area, consider expanding out from Ancho and Bingham, 
wherever their terminus is. 

476 

I live at Corona, and our ranch is under lease to Shell for wind – under an 
option. And so we're very much in favor of this project. It's good for our 
community. It's good for our county. It 's good for our schools. 

479 

And I'm very much for it, and I think it would be good for the State of 
New Mexico and citizens, our local citizens, as well. So put me on record 
as a big plus. I want this project. This country needs this project, and I 
want to get on with it now. Keep going. Don't let any roadblocks stop it.  

494 

We live and operate a museum-movie set on the Cascabel Road just past 
mile marker 7. One of our best features is an almost totally free of 
obstruction view. We already have power poles to the north of us that 
can be clearly seen. To have them east of us would surely impact our 
business in a very negative way. Our eastern view of the mountain is by 
far our best selling point to film makers and to our tourists. Please, we 
are not a high dollar business only a small mom-pop type. Having poles 
to our area would possibly close us down. 

557 

If you know the Cascabel area, you'll find there is a feeling of what some 
refer to as "Open Space." We have a community there, of folks who like 
the place, for the way it looks. This has a high degree of value to most of 
us. This is a major reason we chose to invest in the San Pedro Valley in 
the first place. There's an idea called ecotourism. Some of us depend on 
visitation by the general public, to help us survive out there. 

599 

Ecotourism for Socorro County is directly linked to the Refuge and 
observation and photographic opportunities available to a wide audience, 
and anything that harms the wildlife or mars the view of this rural setting 
is going to have a negative impact on visitation. Socorro County is the 
second poorest county in New Mexico, and the Festival of the Cranes, 
held annually at Bosque del Apache NWR is the single greatest income 
generating event. Revenue from registered attendees of the 2004 20th 
annual Festival of the Cranes was $51,432 and the economic benefit to 
the local area was $2.2 million over the 6 days of the Festival. Visitor 
recreation expenditures in the counties of Socorro, Bernalillo, and Sierra 
totaled $l3.9 million of which $l3.7 million came from non-residents 
resulting from visits to the Refuge. The total tax revenue generated by 
Refuge recreation visits was $4.3 million for the region. Local economic 
effects associated with recreational visits to the Refuge totaled more 
$20.3 in the local counties (Kerlinger 1994, USFWS 2004). Bosque NWR 
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607 

Visitors to the Bosque play an important part in supporting the economy 
of the whole area, and anything that negatively affects the Bosque would 
have immediate and dire financial effects. 

620 

I am fully in favor of the Sun Zia Transmission Line Project. The wind 
and solar projects in the central and southern regions of New Mexico 
provide an economic stimulus opportunity for the entire state. 

655 

[San Antonio, NM] have famous restaurants in our little town and many 
of our residents rely on the quiet aesthetics here to promote their 
businesses. 

760 

When the City of Alamogordo took one (1) square mile of land for the 
sewer plant, the real loss to us was grass for nine (9) head of livestock. 
(6x9=54 54x $450= $24,300.00). Once the transmission lines are 
developed, the solar energy corporations will come and enormous 
quantities of grass will be sacrificed. As the graze disappears, the 
livestock allotment is lowered. As the allotment is lowered so is the 
income.  

CODE 140.00 Social Issues 

5 

[Generations of family] all being raised here in Klondyke/Aravaipa area 
in such beautiful country and a simple but very trying at times lifestyle 
with one road in and out of Klondyke to get to civilization and the 
necessities to sustain life, My families roots go back to early 1920s here 
in the Aravaipa/Klondyke area, my grandparents Harold and Kirrilla 
Lackner purchased the Fourmile Ranch then and through all the 
sacrifices and hard work that comes with ranching and living and 
working the land have flourished here for four generations, and intend on 
the same lifestyle for years with visions for the future with great pride. 
The impact on the country with the access roads put in for the 
transmission line as well, this would open up all the this area to all sorts 
of people and trouble, something that this area is not used to dealing 
with. We want to keep our Klondyke/Aravaipa area a show piece for the 
residents and for the new generations coming up in all of our families 
here in Klondyke/Aravaipa. 

96 

We feel that our choices to live quiet lives here are threatened because 
unidentified entities seem to find it feasible and economically attractive 
to turn the remaining pristine areas of Graham County into just one more 
place on the way to urbanization and exploitation.  

221 

My initial thought is wouldn't it make more sense, use less resources, and 
cost less money to help fund solar panels on most businesses and homes 
in this region? And wouldn't that be more practical? If this were to 
continue, I'd be most in support of the ___ (illegible) option for the lines. 
My concerns are multifaceted: environmental/ecological, social, 
psychological, and ethical. 

CODE 150.00 Environmental Justice 

558 

Environmental Justice – Local residents area near the NE section of the 
project corridor within central New Mexico have experienced loss of 
private lands and access to public grazing rights as a result of the 
creation of the White Sands Missile range in the 1940. The development 
of the project will provide for additional impacts and disruption of their 
rural lifestyles. They will be subject to increased traffic, habitat 
fragmentation, soil and water impacts due to increased roads and to 
degradation of scenic vistas as more and more generating facilities are 
built near this line for use by major metropolitan areas on the west coast 
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and in central Arizona. These residents lives will be impacted by 
development designed to enhance the quality of life for others living 
hundreds of miles away. The BLM must consider the environmental 
justice impacts to this area of rural New Mexico. 

CODE 160.00 Other NEPA Issues 

5 
Last but not least the health and safety issues, just how safe are these 
lines? 

10 

* consider a meaningful range of alternatives that avoid significant 
impacts to resources including, but not limited to, impacts to species, 
habitats, riparian areas, ACECs, and water resources. * consider all 
related direct and indirect impacts from construction and maintenance of 
the transmission line including any access roads and vegetation 
treatments that may be used in this area. * consider growth impacts from 
placement of this line and the designation a transmission corridor 
including the likelihood that other future lines could be placed in the 
same corridor and that the line and corridor will attract projects to site in 
areas in proximity to the line and corridor; *consider all impacts of the 
project in conjunction with other threats to the environment including, 
for example, impacts to species and habitats due to climate change and 
persistent drought; fully consider cumulative impacts of the proposed 
project.  

Ctr for 
Biological 
Diversity 

33 

While Arizona is fortunate to have large tracts of open space in public 
ownership, the design and protection of a permanent reserve system is 
still a pressing need in the face of climate change and the state's growth. TNC 

33 

Minimizing and mitigating impacts. We have four major concerns that 
apply to construction along any route, and that might affect which route 
is chosen. These comprise both site-specific impacts and the cumulative 
effect of these impacts for a given alignment. TNC 

33 

We also note that one of the biggest threats to the health of Aravaipa 
Creek and its native fish community is excessive sediment deposition. 
While the proposed route is some distance from the creek, erosion from 
power line construction in the watershed upstream of Aravaipa Canyon 
would likely cause additional sedimentation that degrades one of the 
most important native fish habitats in the Southwest. We are pleased to 
see that one potential route not currently identified is the All-American 
Pipeline alignment where it crosses the Muleshoe. While we generally 
support colocating utility corridors, that route across the southern Galiuro 
Mountains has long been problematic as a source of erosion. TNC 

33 

Compensating for Unavoidable Impacts. Regardless of the final route 
chosen, we anticipate impacts on biodiversity values and possibly on 
sensitive, candidate, or listed species. We believe it is imperative to 
offset all impacts to these species and other biodiversity. It is likely that 
the impact of the access roads, towers and transmission lines on some 
species cannot be mitigated through on-site action, and will require off-
site mitigation efforts. Developing mitigation alternatives is an integral 
part of the preparation of an environmental impact statement. 40 C.P.R. § 
1502.14. The definition of mitigation for EIS purposes includes 
consideration of "compensating for the impact by replacing or providing 
substitute resources or environments." 40 C.F.R. § 150S.20(e). For this 
EIS, we request development of a mitigation component that provides for 
no net loss in habitat for wildlife species. We also request that this 
component be included in the preferred alternative. Biodiversity offsets 
are an important tool for maintaining or enhancing environmental values TNC 
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in situations where development results in detrimental environmental 
impacts that cannot be mitigated locally. Such offsets are an option for 
addressing environmental impacts of development to mitigate for 
impacts after efforts have been undertaken to minimize impacts on-site 
through application of the other steps (avoid, minimize, rehabilitate) are 
shown to be inappropriate or untenable. 

45 

Not only will the power lines be an eyesore to the natural surrounding 
landscape, but a health hazard to the ranchers who have to work around 
them as they take care for their stock and the land their stock depends on.  

48 

This area is rugged, beautiful and scenic with a few ranches in the valley 
which adds to the old dry western facade. A power line and it's easement 
will do nothing to enhance this Western heritage which is also an 
entrance to one of our designated National wonders. I worry not only 
about the detrimental visual affect that the proposed high tension line 
will produce but also about the health and safety for those that will now 
be exposed. 

53 Health is an issue for animals including the two footed residents.  

80 

Selecting a specific route, or attempting to evaluate a few alternative 
routes, before the fish and wildlife experts have full opportunity to 
review and comment on the preliminary routing choices will bring 
serious confrontation and debate. At this point we believe that the 
scoping process is too limited by lack of necessary details, facts and 
input from a broader group of government experts to achieve the 
intended solid foundation for a thorough and well-considered 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

81 
Some people express concern that wildlife will not want to subject 
themselves to the radiation given off by the lines.  

90 

Consequently, the Department recommends the project proponent and 
BLM provide a robust cost/benefit analysis of this project in Arizona, as 
well as, including additional reasonable and feasible alternatives to the 
SunZia route in Arizona. It is imperative that the cumulative effects 
analysis include all potential development that will occur as a result of 
the power line (i.e. growth due to increased energy supply, solar 
development, wind development, etc.) Cumulative impacts should be 
analyzed for all species in the watershed if this route is chosen. AZGFD 

96 

Highly visible projects that change the landscape from rural and natural 
to an appearance of engineered and developed are the crack in the door 
that lets in the proponents of even more objectionable projects 
[cumulative impacts]. A high tension power line could do that. Once the 
power line is in place, project planners will think, "There's already that 
power line here so additionally developmental projects won't make any 
difference" -translation being: "This place is already contaminated and 
the rural scene compromised, so there's no reason not to add to the 
depredation."  
Concerning the impact of transmission power lines on human health, we 
learned at the meeting in Safford that studies done in the U.S.A. indicate 
that these lines have little or no impact on human health and that they 
cause less harm than exposure to EMFs coming from electrical devices 
in our own houses, cell phones, etc. Through questioning, we learned 
that these studies are based on statistics. Information available on the 
internet from research done in countries such as Switzerland and 
Australia is not so reassuring. And we personally know people who are 
experiencing multiple health problems after living more than ten years in 
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a house with a transmission line tower just outside their back yard. 
Several of their dogs also died prematurely. Some other people we talked 
to said they know people living near this kind of power line who are 
having similar experiences. Perhaps U.S. researchers need to examine 
health problems experienced by actual individuals who live long term 
under or near such lines. The EMF issue is personally relevant to us 
because one of us is currently fighting cancer using alternative methods 
alone due to previous health damage caused by improper medical use of 
radiation in her childhood.  

116 

The power lines could be a health hazard as we would have to work 
closely to the lines taking care of our stock and the land the stock 
depends on. Our house has been here for many years and we fear the 
lines will pass too closely. 

153 

Scoping Process has been violated. Notice in newspaper was vague with 
lack of purpose, or intended audience; therefore arousing little interest 
for target participants. There was no formal presentation at the meeting 
regarding purpose. Attendees had to initiate information, responses, etc. 
Maps placed around for review contained spelling errors, inaccuracies in 
the legend, and vague information. The session was definitely not held in 
accordance with NEPA and for the purpose of soliciting issues and/or 
alternatives, soliciting data gaps or further information. Adequate time 
was not provided for comments as this meeting was held July 7 with 
comments being due in 3 working days (July 13).  

159 

The cumulative impacts of the expansion and development of utility 
corridors and facilities upon the CDT environment are substantial. 
Perhaps our greatest concern has to do with cumulative effects. If full 
environmental-impact analysis occurs only at the project or activity level, 
it will be difficult to assess the cumulative impacts of multiple projects or 
activities over time and their impacts to the entire CDT. We are 
concerned that the cumulative impacts of multiple projects and activities 
could be obscured and lead to unintended consequences that may not be 
consistent with a particular management direction for the CDT. For 
linear resources, such as the CDT, that are affected by more than one 
corridor, we ask that special attention be given to a full exploration and 
understanding of the cumulative affects to these special and unique 
resources.  
Mitigation of impacts to the CDT. We recommend that the draft EIS 
addresses mitigation to help alleviate direct, ancillary and cumulative 
impacts to the CDT in identification of these potential corridors. The 
section should address the need for both on-site and off-site 
enhancements to benefit the unavoidable scenery and Recreation 
Opportunity Spectrum setting affects on the CDT and other National 
Scenic and Historic Trails. CDTA 

213 
The huge increase in human activity will bring an increase in vandalism 
and crime. 

238 

Crossing the Rio Grande near New Mexico Highway 380 will 
ADVERSELY IMPACT many established homes, farms, and ranches 
near the communities of San Antonio and Bosquecito by: Temporarily 
disrupting lives during construction 

Temporary 
const impacts 

265 

I recently in great dismay learned of this plan to put power lines through 
our canyon. My family resides along the planned route for this health 
hazard, and I hope to retire in this area. The addition of a huge power 
line would be a great health hazard for all who live in its path, humans 
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and wildlife. 

284 

The line goes directly over my home and my family's health and 
happiness will be ruined. I am a registered nurse and know that the 
transmission lines can affect my kids health.  

290 I am also worried about the health of my family. 
291 My health will also be affected. 

316 
If it is environmentally clean, what harm could it do, It would help the 
warm of climate by emitted carbon in to the atmosphere. 

317 

The roads may also change the natural pattern of wild fires by acting as 
firebreaks, allowing increase growth of highly combustible vegetation 
that could result in more severe wild fires at a later time. The roads will 
also encourage increased vehicle traffic, including off road traffic. 

326 

Roads will invite trespass by off road vehicles. Controlled burns for 
grassland enhancement performed by BLM and TNC in the area will be 
compromised. 

327 
Land use issues of fugitive dust and erosion that would accompany 
construction and operation of power lines and additional wind turbines.  

330 

Power line construction and long-term maintenance necessitates access 
roads that will lead to soil erosion, invasive plant species, water quality 
degradation/non-point pollution, and off-road vehicle misuse that will 
further these problems. The need to protect the infrastructure by 
suppressing wildfire or preventing prescribed burns will hamper 
vegetation management tools that are useful to improve upland 
watershed conditions. 
Lines that intersect riparian areas will require removal (fuels mitigation 
of tall vegetation) of the very trees that provide habitat for endangered 
species, bank and floodplain stabilization for soil and water quality, and 
the valued global ecoservices of transpiration and carbon exchange. 

337 It also poses some very real health risks. 

341 

The traffic coming and going will tear up existing roads plus the top soil 
and grasses in the right-of-way area. This will not heal in our lifetime. 
Some of the BLM land in our area contains very fragile (gyp, alkaline) 
when crust is broken it has no bottom and erodes constantly. 

347 

he "Preferred Alternative" crosses private parcels of land owned by 
farmers who are concerned about the affect of high voltage, direct 
current electromagnetic fields on crops and animals as well as human 
health (leukemia and brain cancer). 

352 

500kV of power are twice what you get when you pass 250kV in Safford 
that ruin radio reception. Double that power field! We have health 
concerns. I struggle with cancer and don't need anything else to 
aggravate it. International studies included. Maintenance roads under the 
lines with ATVs and 4 wheelers will increase erosion. 

361 
The power lines themselves would possibly to be more subject to 
vandalism in this area. 

363 

There would be a negative impact on the soil, water and wildlife. The 
access roads cut and the clearing of dense vegetation or tall trees 
destroyed would cause erosion and uncalculated harm. 

368 
Provide environmental impact information and health impact 
information. 

408 

It's a big health concern living near high-power lines. Whoever designed 
this route should live in the house under this power line for at least a 
year, maybe then it will take other people opinions and health under 
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consideration. 

416 

The physical health risks of living with high voltage lines has long been 
argued. Pacemakers and electronically controlled prostheses could be 
affected.  

420 

There would be less impact on the environment because substations and 
a maintenance road already exist. Our public lands can remain pristine, 
wildlife would not be disturbed and unnecessary roads would not cut 
through our state and federal lands causing increased erosion and noise 
pollution. 

429 Also I'm not pleased with health hazards I've heard about 

439 

every tower 1,400' x 160' tall with a ROW _______(illegible) wide this 
seems quite excessive with too much resource damage incurred for the 
area, highly erodible soils. 

445 

4x4s/ATVs and others who use recreational vehicles will use the new 
maintenance roads for entertainment, creating noise pollution, litter, 
increase erosion and interfere with wildlife habitats. 

467 

In general I'm not comfortable with high transmission lines, high voltage 
lines. The reading that I have done tells me that in the United States we 
haven't taken the possible health consequences as seriously as they have 
been taken in other countries. And so I'm concerned about that, not just 
for humans, but even if it goes through a wilderness area, what the 
consequences might be over generations for wildlife. 

486 

If you make new roads in to build a power line it will cause side roads 
off of it. And the damage we're having from four wheelers over here 
already, we 're having extreme vandalism and it's ruining a lot of the 
country. 

549 In terms of carbon foot printing, the towers are Bigfoot.  

558 

Soil and Watershed issues. The BLM must include the cumulative effects 
of secondary road development as a result of this project and their 
impacts to the watershed. Construction of this project will allow for 
development of secondary renewable energy development across vast 
expanses of land, with increase of the total miles of dirt and unimproved 
roads. Unimproved roads are a major source of erosion and non-point 
source pollution contributing pollutants and sediments to surface waters. 

558 

Cumulative Effects – The stated purpose for this line is to transport 
renewable energy to western markets. Many of these renewable energy 
developments are targeted at private lands and therefore do not undergo 
adequate environmental analysis on a project specific basis. This is 
particularly true of impacts to wildlife and visual resources. The BLM 
needs to include the cumulative effects of these types of developments 
into the EIS for this project that will now be made possible by this 
proposed action. The cumulative effects of this action are far reaching 
and will expand the footprint of development into many relatively native 
landscapes within New Mexico. The BLM must ensure resource impacts 
are adequately accounted for and not limit the scope of review to the 
footprint of this project. 

595 

Possible Mitigation Strategies Though SunZia has the possibility of 
providing significant benefits by facilitating renewable energy 
development and thus reducing greenhouse gas emissions from 
electricity production, there will be significant environmental impacts 
from developing the project. These impacts should be minimized and 
mitigated to the best degree possible, using best management practices, 

Wilderness 
Society 
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the best available technology, and innovative strategies. These could 
include, but are not limited to the best management practices and 
mitigation strategies identified in the Final PElS for West-wide Energy 
Corridors (Chapter 2.4). Mitigation includes: Avoiding the impact 
altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action; Minimizing 
impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its 
implementation; Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or 
restoring the affected environment Reducing or eliminating the impact 
over time by preservation and maintenance operations during the life of 
the action; or, Compensating for the impact by replacing or providing 
substitute resources or environments. 

600 

Your analysis should reference cumulative impacts of this project along 
with other land development and human activities in this rapidly growing 
region, and address climate change and related habitat change factors. 

613 

These corridors would require the management of wildfire fuels under 
the lines causing widespread negative impact in both the uplands and 
along the river. 

857 

Project planning should include a project specific post-construction 
Avian Protection Plan (see APLIC Suggested Practices document for 
guidance), with mortality monitoring and adaptive management 
provisions. Bird diverter devices should be installed on the lines at 
potential collision hazard locations, and support towers should be lighted 
only where required by law, using red or red-and-white blinking or 
strobe lights. Towers should be erected without guy lines if possible; if a 
guyed design is necessary, the guy wires should be provided with bird 
diverters. (Mitigation) NMDGF 

715 

the SunZia corridor has specific impacts [in the San Pedro River 
corridor] that must be evaluated, including: The increased risk of wildfire 
following the spread of invasive species in disturbed areas; Climate 
change and the diminished resiliency of arid communities in the face of 
profound disequilibrium; Service roads would encourage ATV access 
and subsequent off-road abuses which always lead to soil erosion; 
Cumulative effects of livestock, off-road vehicles, and Illegal driving 
through streams. 

AZ Native 
Plant Society 

745 

We also recognize that in addition to its immediate and maintenance 
impacts, the establishment of such infrastructure corridors is the first 
wave of more to come which this critical and sensitive desert river 
system can ill afford.  

Cascabel 
Working 
Group 

759 

There has also been extensive work done in planning for prescribed 
burns in the watershed. Wildfire management and prescribed burning 
will be dictated based upon the needs or protection of the power line, 
rather than management of the natural resources. 

Redington 
NRCD 

826 

D. Make Every Effort to Identify Cultural Properties within the Project 
Corridors Early in the NEPA Process (BLM Cannot Defer Identification 
and Evaluation until after the Record of Decision [ROD]) NMAC and 
AAC encourage BLM to begin tribal consultation sufficiently early in the 
planning process that tribes can assist BLM in identifying cultural 
resources in the project corridor. When a federal agency proposes an 
undertaking, the NHPA requires the agency to "take into account the 
effect of the undertaking on any [property) that is included in or eligible 
for inclusion in the National Register [of Historic Places]" (16 U.S.C. § 
4701). This statutory obligation requires the federal agency, in 
consultation with the SHPO, to identify whether any listed or eligible 

NM and AZ 
Archeo 
Councils 
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historic properties are present in the proposed activity area. Section 106 
provides several means for identifying historic properties, including the 
requirement that the agency "[gather information from any Indian tribe ... 
identified pursuant to §800.3(1)1 to assist in identifying properties, 
including those located off tribal lands, which may be of religious and 
cultural significance to them and be eligible for the National Register" 
(36 C.F.R. §800.4[a][4]). Thus, consultation with Native American tribes 
to identify cultural resources must be performed prior to agency action. 
Failure to do so could result in the agency not identifying all possible 
cultural resources affected by the undertaking, resulting in subsequent 
destruction of those resources.  

826 

We believe that BLM cannot properly develop and evaluate project 
alternatives, nor can it select a preferred alternative, if BLM defers the 
identification of cultural properties until after the ROD without detailed 
Class I and some Class II survey of key portions of alternative routes, 
including vital turning points. In his November 5, 2009 testimony before 
a joint meeting of the subcommittees of Energy and Mineral Resources, 
and Water and Power of the Arizona Legislature, SunZia project 
manager Tom Wray stated that BLM would develop a Programmatic 
Agreement (PA) pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.14(b) that would allow BLM 
to defer any cultural resources survey until after BLM selected a 
preferred alternative:  
Given the current state of cultural resource databases in the West, 
especially for utility corridors, the P A should specify that Class I data 
from previously conducted studies would be sufficient to support the 
analysis of alternatives and the development of NEPA documents, and 
that Class III field surveys would occur after the ROD has been issued. 
[Wray (2009:19) testimony (available at 
http://www.sunzia.net/pdflTestimony_ II-5-09.pd1)) 

NM and AZ 
Archeo 
Councils 

826 

II. Adequately Evaluate All Foreseeable Actions Connected to and 
Cumulatively Occurring from the Proposed Project That May Affect 
Cultural Resources. 
As part of the SunZia EIS, BLM must identify and evaluate impacts of 
connected actions and cumulative effects from known additional feeder 
lines that will tie into the proposed transmission system. The NEPA 
regulations define a "connected action" as an action that is closely related 
to the proposed action such that it should be discussed in the EIS (40 
C.F.R. § 1508.25(1]). Future cumulative actions are anticipated to be 
developed from future renewable energy projects that are not defined. 
Clearly, feeder lines are part of the larger proposed action and depend on 
the larger action; thus, any additional feeder lines are part of the scope of 
the EIS. 
NMAC's and AAC's key issues of concern with respect to feeder lines 
are: (1) how many additional feeder lines will be needed; (2) where they 
will be located; (3) what kinds of impacts will they (and wind generators, 
etc.) have on cultural properties; (4) will the project be segmented when 
small feeder line roads are added; and (5) if the feeder lines are 
segmented from the federal undertaking, will the feeder line locations 
escape the requirements for cultural resources survey because they are on 
State Trust Land or on private land? NMAC and AAC are concerned that 
segmenting feeder lines from the current proposed project will allow 
connected actions and cumulative impacts to get around full compliance 
with NHPA. We are also concerned about the treatment and use of 

NM and AZ 
Archeo 
Councils 
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existing unpaved roads. Will these require survey owing to increased use 
and maintenance, as is commonly required for linear projects within New 
Mexico? Will efforts be made to use extant roads to minimize erosion, 
damage, and indirect impacts to cultural resource through increased 
access? 

825 

A foreseeable cumulative impact of constructing this power line [western 
and northern routes] will be the eventual development of wind turbines 
to take advantage of this project. Those wind turbine fields will pose an 
even greater threat to our [Kirtland AFB and WSMR] training and 
testing missions. 

DOD 
Consolidated 

CODE 165.00 Extend Scoping Comment Period 

6 
Once you scoped nearest Socorro, comments were due in six (6!!) days. 
Please extend the comment period, following the intent of the law.  

12 
 PLEASE extend the deadlines so that alternative routes and BETTER 
options such as line burial can be studied and proposed.  

38 

As a biologist by degree, I know there may be many things we don't 
know about anything we change, build or do. Therefore I feel strongly 
that we need to make time to find facts and learn opinions on this 
possibly crucial-to-wildlife proposal. Please consider an extension of the 
Comment Period. 

39 

We are not aware that environmental impact statements have been 
conducted relative to this proposal. It is also entirely unacceptable that 
such short notice was provided for public input. I therefore respectfully 
request that the period of public comment time be appreciably extended 
beyond the July 13 deadline. 

42 

I am requesting that you extend the public comment deadline so that the 
Refuge and knowledgeable parties are given more time to evaluate 
alternate routes for the 2 proposed high capacity transmission lines.  

44 

Please include our names/votes to those requesting a time extension on 
the high voltage transmission projects decisions which could possibly 
impact the Bosque del Apache area and its raison d' etre. 

47 

It is my understanding that a July 13th deadline for public input has been 
placed. I would like you to consider extending this deadline so that the 
public can further review this matter. 

52 

Please consider granting an extension of the deadline for public comment 
on the proposed high capacity 500 kilovolt transmission lines through 
south and central New Mexico. There has been inadequate time to study 
and finalize a preferred plan. 

65 

I speak for my family and friends who stand with me in a request for an 
extension of the deadline for comments on the NM SunZia Project. 
July 13,2009 is simply not enough time for comments on a project of this 
magnitude. 

72 
I strongly urge an extension of the July 13 deadline for comments on the 
proposed electric transmission corridor across the Rio Grande. 

73 
Why again is there such short notice for public comment? The deadline 
must be extended.  

76 

The timing of hearings so close to the pre-set deadline of 7/13/09 
precludes any meaningful public participation or consideration of 
alternatives required by NEPA. I urgently request that you extend the 
deadline for public comment on this project for at least one month to six 
weeks from today. This period would provide adequate time for area 
citizens, the City of Socorro, and staff at the Bosque NWR in which to 
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assess impacts and alternatives, and to submit comments on legitimate 
concerns raised by the proposed transmission project.  

80 

Having just learned of the proposal and with few hard facts and details in 
hand, we can only urge that the BLM extend the comment period to 
enable broader and more in-depth analysis of the existing and other 
alternatives to this proposal. 

90 

The Department also requests an extension of the 45 day scoping period. 
Due to the scope of this project, the time given to identify potential 
issues was not adequate for the public or Department to identify all 
potential issues.  AZGFD 

91 

On behalf of Bosque del Apache NWR, I would like to request a formal 
extension of the comment period for the SunZia Southwest Transmission 
Project Scoping Public Comment Period. The 45-day comment period is 
set to end on July 13, 2009. The refuge requests a month extension of 
this comment period. This extension would allow the refuge to provide 
more robust comments in regards to possible routes for the transmission 
line. Bosque NWR 

123 

Please extend the deadline for public comment on the high capacity 
transmission lines thru south and central NM. The flight paths for so 
many kinds of migratory birds using Bosque del Apache NWR should be 
a major consideration in the study of the location for the lines... more 
time needed for more investigation.  

133 
I am requesting that you extend the public comment period to give 
concerned citizens a chance to provide input.  

145 

I question if a good environmental impact statement has been conducted, 
as I believe that the lines in this location would kill many of these 
magnificent creatures. Please consider extending t he the public comment 
period as I feel many concerned people have not had a chance to 
comment or to explore other possibilities. 

147 

Request that there be a formal extension of the current effort so that more 
study and public input can be provided. Lack of publicity has limited 
public input. 

150 
I agree with the Friends of the Bosque that the deadline for comments 
should be extended beyond July 13, 2009 to review alternatives.  

152 

What is needed to develop a viable alternative is an extended public 
commentary time so that other alternatives can be fully explored. Please 
extend the comment time so that those of us who received very short 
notice will have time to explore other possibilities. 

153 

Adequate time was not provided for comments as this meeting was held 
July 7 with comments being due in 3 working days (July 13). Further 
scoping needs to be conducted with meetings being held at the beginning 
of the comment period and in a format compliant with NEPA. Adequate 
time for formulating comments needs to be provided to the public.  

161 

I respectfully request you to grant a formal extension from the BLM 
because there simply is not enough data available at present to formalize 
a preferred plan. I am quite sure there is a mutually agreeable solution to 
this problem to satisfy all interested parties. Please grant an extension so 
that a solution can be found and approved. 

164 

This is to request a deadline extension of the power line project near 
Bosque del Apache wildlife refuge in order that the matter can be studied 
and the best decision be made for all concerned – both man and wildlife. 

167 We are asking for an extension of the July 13 deadline in order to gather 
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more information regarding the concerns of the proposed high capacity 
500 kv transmission lines through Southern and Central New Mexico. 
We would greatly appreciate this extension to try and find ways to work 
together. 

169 

I am the PR co-Chairman and webmaster for the Friends of the Bosque 
del Apache NWR. I would also like to request an extension for the 
deadline regarding the high capacity transmission project through south 
and central New Mexico so that proposals for alternate possibilities can 
be made which would have less impact on birds. 

173 

Please extend the deadline for comment and study on the Zia Southwest 
Transmission Project. There has not been enough time to fully study the 
alternatives  

176 

please extend the comment period for the proposed new transmission 
lines that may have a huge impact on the flight path of the glorious fly-
ins at Bosque Del Apache.  

179 

Please extend the public comment period for the Sun Zia project beyond 
the present July 13 deadline. The deadline for comments comes so close 
to the scoping meetings in New Mexico that affected parties don't have 
time to research the situation and decide what comments they want to 
make. This power line will have a substantial effect on its surroundings, 
and for true public participation in the process, more time is needed. 
Another 60 days would allow for appropriate comments to be presented 
to BLM. Thank you for your consideration. 

180 

I wish to express in the strongest possible terms that the deadline for 
study and comments should be extended until further and in depth 
studies be done on the impact on wildlife, the natural environment and 
particularly of migrating birds in the area.  

181 
Please extend the period for public comment for the transmission lines 
that are considered to be routed through the Bosque del Apache.  

188 

The public meeting in regards to this was only several days ago and we 
learn that the deadline for public commentary ends very soon. Shouldn't 
there should be more time for the us to respond? I am hoping you will 
consider an extension of the July 13th deadline. Then, all the impacted 
parties, the wildlife, Bosque del Apache, the San Antonio and Socorro 
communities along with the BLM and the company constructing the 
power lines will have enough time to gather the necessary data and 
cooperatively make an informed decision as to where the best place to 
put these power lines. 

191 

I urge you to extend the public comment period to allow for more 
complete evaluation of alternative routes including putting the lines 
underground. 

192 

Frankly, to allow only 3 weeks for presenting these brand-new (to most 
of us) proposals and getting thoughtful feedback is pretty ridiculous on 
the face of it. I urge you to extend the period for explaining, discussing, 
and critiquing these proposals for at least another month.  

193 

This note is to encourage you to extend the deadline to allow further 
more detailed study of what impact the alternatives will have on this 
amazing area. 

194 

Please, please extend the public comment period to give more time to 
study the potential impact of the proposed route AND for study of 
alternative routes. 

196 I urge you to extend the deadline for public comment and to set up a 
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public meeting in or near Socorro or San Antonio or the Bosque del 
Apache. Surely those of us who live near the proposed line sites deserve 
more information and time to comment. 

197 

I am strongly requesting an extension of your public input period so that 
the Refuge and interested parties can more fully evaluate alternate routes 
and options such as line burial. For an issue such as this where so many 
migrating birds are affected as well as people an extension should be 
honored. The short comment periods for environmental issues instituted 
by the Bush Administration is inexcusable in our so-called democratic 
society and needs to be changed. 

201 
I request that you delay the decision on the power line until impacts on 
wildlife can be properly assessed and alternatives can be formulated. 

210 
I write this note to request an extension for public input and comments 
on this proposed project. 

213 
We have only known about this for 9 days. We have not had time to 
respond adequately or to notify others that will be impacted.  

216 I with others ask for an extension of this comment time period. 

218 

It has come to my attention that the comment and environmental impact 
study period for the Zia Project Power line project is facing an all too 
early deadline. I would like to request an extension for more study by 
affected parties on this proposal for transmission routes of wind and solar 
power from New Mexico to Arizona. 

230 

Scant notice was given for such a massive impact project. We need an 
extended period for comment and a great deal of scientific input, not to 
mention a vast application of wisdom and common sense.  

235 

I urge you to extend the July 13, 2009 comment period deadline for the 
proposed project to run transmission lines through south and central New 
Mexico. The impact on the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge 
has not been determined, nor on the surrounding rural agricultural 
community. Alternate routes further south have been suggested, but 
additional information is needed before an educated and proper 
determination can be made.  

247 

Additionally, because of the large impact (and undoubtedly strong public 
response) this proposal is bound to have, I would like to request that the 
time period for public comment be extended from the current date of 
July 13. 

249 

As a concerned New Mexican, I would like to request an extension of the 
July 13th deadline so that the Refuge and interested parties can more 
fully evaluate alternate routes and other options for the power line 
proposal. 

251 

On behalf of the Friends of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife 
Refuge, I would like to express strong opposition to the proposed route 
of the SunZia 500kV transmission lines through San Antonio, and 
request that you extend the comment period until August 31st. Following 
the public meeting in Socorro and the subsequent meeting with Bosque 
del Apache staff, it is obvious that there are many unanswered questions 
as to the effect that these power lines will have on migratory birds, 
specifically the sandhill cranes. 

Friends of the 
Bosque del 
Apache NWR 

268 

Consider this a formal request by a private citizen of New Mexico that 
the deadline for deciding where to place two high-capacity transmission 
lines through south and central New Mexico be extended. 

270 I urge you to extend the public comment period so that adequate 
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information can be analyzed and a good solution, with positive outcomes 
for all, can be realized. 

277 

There are two proposed high voltage transmission lines going through 
New Mexico in the San Antonio area. Public comment has a deadline of 
July 13,2009. This deadline is far too short for making a reasonable 
public comment. 
I am requesting an extended date for public comment. 

387 
Another objection to this process is the short comment period for the 
public. There should be more time and input from the public. 

487 

I've sent in some comments. I know people are wondering about the 
project, so I request that the scoping hearing comment period be 
extended for 30 days.  

CODE 170.00 Not NEPA Issues 
ID COMMENT 

31 

As a resident of Oracle, AZ, we get our electricity thru the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, San Carlos Irrigation Project...it is not always 
reliable...(the power was out for 4 hours last evening, for example). 
Question: if this power line goes thru our area, will we be able to hook 
into the new/more reliable electric power source???? Are we not 
included as solar electricity producers in this area? If not, why not? 
Wouldn't it be good to make homes under this present government 
programs producers of electricity into the main power grid? 

119 

Could you tell me if you have already let the contract for the archaeology 
aspect of the transmission line? If not when do you expect to put out the 
RFP for it? 

140 

Please vote "NO"! A suggestion; why not use this available energy her in 
New Mexico to reduce our excessive electric costs and fuel surcharges 
and pollution. 

202 

I would like to personally invite you for a special free guided tour of our 
great Aravaipa Canyon and drainage area with more underground water 
than the Great Lakes (according to an article in a major Tucson 
newspaper quoting U of A expert on hydrology), world record Desert 
Big Horn Sheep, caves where Billy the Kid resorted, and much more.  

217 I am extremely opposed to all of the proposed and alternative routes.  
219 I support the power lines and the Bowie Power Station. 

416 

Finally, I wonder about our mental health if we live with and must 
always look at the "monster marchers" which carry high voltage. The 
"monsters" create a feeling of unease and perhaps even fear in some 
people. 

532 

Because the BLM is using our tax dollars to operate, I think we should 
be considered when such a decision is made for use of our BLM land. 
Can we vote? I don't understand such a distance between our government 
offices and the people.  

514 
We are interested in bidding this project when it gets to the bidding 
stage.  

575 

I am writing to notify the BLM that I am NOT in favor of the proposal 
for the NM SunZia Project. Most especially, I am against the so called 
the Mason Draw solar field. The basis for my objection to the location of 
the field is that it will be destroying valuable grassland habitat. 

605 

I am interested to know if there are any plans to include solar projects in 
the transmission along SunZia or is the name misleading? Is the Belen 
NM solar project a potential source to the lines? Are there any Solar 
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inputs in process?? 

606 
Once the permit process has been completed, will there be a 
bid/procurement process for any part of the project? 

625 
This project lends itself to the perpetuation of centralized power grids 
which pose a threat to national security. 

CODE 200.00 Data Requests 
ID COMMENT 

25 

 As I understand in the article I've read, there is a possibility of a second 
set of HV lines proposed to run parallel to the existing set. Will my 
sisters property be affected by this proposal and if so, how much? Below 
are her coordinates: Lincoln County, N.M. T11S, R15E, Township 6. Or 
32*23'14.70"N by 105*29'46.57"W.  

26 

I'd like to see a map of the proposed high-voltage power transmission 
lines proposed to cross southern New Mexico and Arizona. The website 
did not provide information about the location of that line. Can you 
provide that information or direction to the appropriate website? 

90 

The Department requests detailed maps and/or GIS data be provided to 
facilitate the identification of specific wildlife and wildlife habitat 
impacts. Maps (i.e., maps of opportunities and constraints, environmental 
and cultural impacts) presented at scoping meetings should be available 
online to the public and the Department.  AZGFD 

108 
My question is if our and will be impacted, since we inherited I am the 
administrator to the land.  

397 

I would appreciate knowing if this project will in any way affect 
properties in Catron County N.M. such as service roads, transmission 
lines, placement of solar panels, equipment storage buildings, wind drive 
generators, etc. and if so the planned location and routes of any of the 
above inquiries. 

447 

I would very much like it if all this information were available on the 
BLM website. I understand that some of the displays are, but most of 
them aren't, so I would like to see that. 

 




