APPENDIX D - VISUAL RESOURCES

APPENDIX D1 - SCENIC QUALITY RATING
WORKSHEETS







NAL

S vALL

PUBLIC LANDS,

SCENIC QUALITY RATING WORKSHEET (VRM) m

Cienega Creek
SQRU Number: 101 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Cienega Creek is a perennial creek that meanders through a low, broad to narrow floodplain bound on either side by
rolling terrain. Mature cottonwoods and willows can be found lining portions of the creek. In addition, riparian
species are found throughout the floodplain, as well as adjacent to and interwoven with the creek itself. The
meandering creek, coupled with the wide variety of vegetation, provides color, rhythm, line, and movement within
the landscape. It also provides contrast with the surrounding hilly desert terrain. Cultural modifications include
trails, bridges, transmission lines, pipelines, and railroad corridor. These modifications are concentrated together in
the north and south ends of the landscape unit.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2.5 Flat, level, meandering, bound by moderately rolling terrain
Vegetation 5 Riparian species, including cottonwood and willows
Water 4 Perennial creek
Color 3.5 Variations of greens, blue-gray (water), seasonal color
Adjacent Scenery 2.5 Bajada and valley plains
Scarcity 4 Unique to regions
Cultural Modification -0.5 Trails, roads, railroad, transmission line, and pipeline
Total Score for Scenic Quality o2 A
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 (C=11.5o0r less

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Flat, level Irregular patches, low and tall Prominent, tall, geometric,
transparent
Line Horizontal, flowing Meandering, indistinct Triangular, angular, rectangular,
horizontal, convex, parallel
Color Brown, tan, blue-gray (water)  Variations of greens, brown, white Gray
Texture Smooth, glossy Fine to coarse Coarse to medium, uniform,
ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 3
Cienega Creek (101)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Location Date

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Pantano Road

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

3/2/2011

10:51

32°1'11.73"N

| 110°38'45.27"W s

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-2

Sheet 2 of 3
Cienega Creek (101)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



6. SQRU Photo 2 View from within the Cienega Creek Preserve

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

32°1'6.03"N

3/2/2011

| 110°38'32.69"W s
3 W

A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-3

Sheet 3 of 3
Cienega Creek (101)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-4 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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SQRU Number: 102

BLM Field Office: Safford, Tucson

Sky Islands
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators

LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit

The Sky Island region comprises a series of isolated, forested mountain ranges separated by vast expanses of desert
bajadas, valley, or grassland plains. Parts of the Sky Island region that lie within the study area include the Galiuro,
Pifialeno, Santa Teresa, and Winchester mountain ranges. This landscape type comprises rugged cliffs with exposed
soils and brightly colored rock with deep canyons. Block-like uplifts and erosion have produced interesting lines and
forms along the crests and upper slopes. The adjacent nearly level valleys and plains help to accentuate the size and
form of this landscape type. Vegetation runs from semi desert grasslands through pifion-juniper and oak, into mixed
conifers and aspens near the tops of the ridges. Textures range from coarse, scattered pifion-juniper stands to
medium textured deciduous trees, to fine textured semi desert grasslands. Color contrast is high due to the variety
of greens in the vegetation, tans and browns in the exposed soil and rocks, white snow capped peaks, and seasonal
color in the fall. Cultural modifications include primarily access roads, trails, and campgrounds.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 5 Cliffs, mesas, undulating peaks, rock outcroppings
Vegetation 4 Semi desert, pifion-juniper; pine-oak towards summit
Water 3 Ravines, canyons, snow capped peaks in winter
Color 3 Variations of greens, browns, tans, and reds
Adjacent Scenery 3 Bajada and San Pedro River Valley
Scarcity 3 Unique to study area
Cultural Modification 0 Access roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality 21 A
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless
4. Landscape Character (Features)
Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Rugged, blocky, bold Irregular patches, banding N/A
Line Irregular, angular, vertical Irregular, continuous, horizontal N/A
diagonal
Color Browns, tans, reds Variations of greens N/A
Texture Coarse Varies fine to coarse | N/A
Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1of 2

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sky Islands (102)

Appendix D1-5 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Tom Rhodes Ranch Road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
. 4/14/2010 17:32 32°39'22.14'N  110°29'29.30"W E

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Sky Islands (102)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-6 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Rio Grande Riparian
SQRU Number: 103 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Rio Grande Riparian consists of a wide, meandering river bound by level floodplains. The presence of water within
this landscape is consistent as the Rio Grande flows year round. This landscape type is dominated by the undulating
line formed by the river, as well as the riparian species that are adjacent to and often interwoven within the river
itself. The meandering river coupled with the vegetation provides contrast, color, line, and movement to the
landscape. Although the river is meandering, much of the river within the study area has been channelized. There is
a limited occurrence of transmission lines crossing this landscape unit. Other cultural modifications include bridges
and cultivated fields adjacent to the riparian area, resulting in a pastoral landscape.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2 Flat, level; meandering in areas, channelized in others
Vegetation 4 Dense vegetation including cottonwoods, willows, riparian species
Water 5 Water present year round
Color 3 Greens, seasonal color; blue (often brown) water
Adjacent Scenery 2 Floodplain and mountain ranges to the east of agricultural lands
Scarcity 4 Year-round flowing water is rare within region
Cultural Modification 0 Agricultural fields, bridges
Total Score for Scenic Quality 20 A
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Flat, long, narrow Diverse, low, vertical Tall, geometric

Line Meandering, flowing Irregular, broken Straight, rectangular, diagonal,
horizontal, convex

Color Bluish-gray, browns Browns, greens, reds, seasonal Gray

Texture Fine, smooth Varies fine to coarse Medium, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Rio Grande Riparian (103)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-7 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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e Crossing
‘ Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
2/17/2011 8:23 34°7'15.21"N 106°53'13.58"W S

e

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Rio Grande Riparian (103)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-8 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



SQRU Number: 104
BLM Field Office: Tucson

San Pedro Riparian

SCENIC QUALITY RATING WORKSHEET (VRM) m

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators

LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit

San Pedro Riparian consists of a wide, low sandy riverbed bound by level floodplains. The presence of water within
this landscape varies from intermittent flows to presence of water year round. The San Pedro Riparian landscape is
dominated by the slowly undulating line formed by the river and the riparian species adjacent to and often
interwoven within the river itself. The meandering river/riverbed coupled with the vegetation provides contrast,
color, rhythm, line, and movement to the landscape. Cultural modifications include mostly cultivated fields adjacent
to the riparian area, resulting in a pastoral, naturalistic landscape setting.

Factor Rating
Landform 2
Vegetation 4
Water 4
Color 3.5
Adjacent Scenery 3
Scarcity 3.5
Cultural Modification 7 0
Total Score for Scenic Quality 20
Scenic Quality Classification
Element Landform/Water
Form Flat, level
Line Horizontal, meandering
Color Brown, bluish-grey
Texture Smooth, glossy

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

3. Score

Explanation
Flat but meandering

Mesquite bosques, riparian vegetation

Intermittent to wet-intermittent

Brown and variation of greens, seasonal color

River floodplain and bajadas

Not very common within region

Bridges, road crossings

A

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Vegetation

Irregular, low, vertical

Indistinct

Greens, browns, reds, seasonal

Fine to coarse

Appendix D1-9

A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

Structures
Tall, thin

Straight, vertical, horizontal, weak

Brown

Uniformly fine

Sheet 1 of 3
San Pedro Riparian (104)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations
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Location Date

Location Time

Location

River Road
Viewing Direction

2/23/2010

12:14

32°25'40.60"N

110°30'1.14"W NE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-10

Sheet 2 of 3
San Pedro Riparian (104)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



6. SQRU Photo 2 View from South River Road

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

2/23/2010

11:29

32°36'0.44"N

110°32'9.60"W NE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-11

Sheet 3 of 3
San Pedro Riparian (104)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-12 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Desert Canyon
SQRU Number: 105 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford, Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Desert Canyons are found within the San Pedro River Valley. Canyons within the area include, but are not limited to,
the Redfield, Kelsey, and Buehman canyons; known for their recreational opportunities. These canyons were carved
out, as water from the Santa Catalina and Galiuro mountains flowed to the San Pedro River. They are characterized
by steep, vertical walls that create an enclosed sense of space, opening up near the San Pedro River. Sandy creek
beds meander along the bottoms of the canyons. Perennial streams and pools do occur in some of the canyons, but
not all. Vegetation is typically scarce along the slopes of the canyon walls, with riparian species concentrated along
the bottom. Cottonwoods and willows can be seen in some areas where perennial streams exist. The brown, tan,
and red colors of the canyon walls are in contrast with the greens of the vegetation. Cultural modifications within
the canyons are minimal.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 4 Tall, narrow, enclosed
Vegetation 4 Riparian species along canyon floors, desert scrub along canyon walls
Water 2.5 Perennial streams/pools present in some canyons, ephemeral in others
Color | 3 Tans, browns, reds, and variations of greens
Adjacent Scenery 3 Bajadas, San Pedro River floodplain, Santa Catalina/Galiuro Mountains
Scarcity 25 Other canyons associated with mountain ranges in the area
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved roads, trails
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 19 A
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Rugged to smooth Irregular, vertical, low N/A
Line Tall, vertical, meandering (water) Indistinct N/A
Color Tans, browns, reds, and blue-gray Variations of greens N/A

(water)
Texture Medium to coarse Medium to coarse N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Desert Canyon (105)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-13 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations
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6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Buehman C

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
 2/24/2011 17:34 32°25'10.64'N  110°30'49.56"W NW

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Desert Canyon (105)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-14 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments
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San Pedro River Floodplain
SQRU Number: 106 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

BLM Field Office: Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The San Pedro River Floodplain ranges from relatively broad to narrow plain, within the study area. This nearly level
landform is contrasted by the sloping and highly dissected bajadas of the Santa Catalina Mountains to the west and
the Galiuro Mountains to the east. Water is ephemeral within this landscape and is not a dominant feature, due to
the size and dense vegetation surrounding the river in most areas throughout the valley. However, the undulating
form of the river and adjacent riparian vegetation creates line, form, and a sense of movement within the
landscape. Vegetation diversity is high and includes both Chihuahuan and Sonoran desert species, with mesquite
bosques found closer to the San Pedro River. This landscape is recognizable for diverse forms, patterns, and colors
not found within surrounding landscapes; these colors and textures are expressed in riparian vegetation, exposed
tan slopes adjacent to the river, and the patchwork of agricultural landscapes found within and at the margin of this
landscape. Other cultural modifications include limited occurences of transmission lines and pipelines that cross
over this unit, and have minimal impact on the overall scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2 Flat, level, sandy
Vegetation 4 Mesquite bosque, riparian species, agricultural
Water 3.5 Present when river floods
Color | 3 Variation of greens; seasonal color
Adjacent Scenery 3 Lower bajadas often create enclosed feel; San Pedro River
Scarcity 35 Somewhat unique feature to area
Cultural Modification 0 Roads, agricultural fields, dispersed residents
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 19 A
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Level, broad to narrow Diverse, low, vertical Tall, thin

Line Horizontal, meandering Irregular, complex Straight, vertical, weak
Color Browns, tans Variations of greens, browns Brown
Texture Fine | Medium to coarse | Uniformly fine

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 2
San Pedro River Floodplain (106)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-15 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Tom Rhodes Ranch Road
‘ Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

4/14/2010 16:57 32°37'16.13"N 110°31'54.32"W SW

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
San Pedro River Floodplain (106)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-16 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Sombrero Butte
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating

Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit

Sombrero Butte is located east of the San Pedro River Valley on the edge of the Galiuro Mountain Range. The
vertical lines along the steep, blocky slopes of the butte are in contrast with the gently undulating lines created by
the rolling form of the adjacent bajada. Vegetation uniformly covers the butte, but the green of the vegetation is
broken up by the rock outcrops along the slopes, creating a contrast in colors with the landscape. Vegetation varies

from Chihuahuan species found near the base,

and is similar to that found on the adjacent bajada to pifion-juniper

species found near the top of the landform. There are a variety of textures created from coarse rock outcroppings to
the medium to fine textures created by the vegetation cover. Cultural modifications may include trails that are not

visible from the surrounding landscape.

Factor Rating
Landform 4
Vegetation 3.5
Water 2
Color 2.5
Adjacent Scenery 3.5
Scarcity 3.5
Cultural Modification 0
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 19

Scenic Quality Classification

3. Score
Explanation

Flat top, steep sides, blocky
Chihuahuan with mesquite and pinon-juniper at higher elevations
Snow-capped in winter
Variation of greens, reddish-browns, and tans
Galiuro Mountains and upper bajada
Unique feature to area
None
A

A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Blocky, rugged Irregular patches N/A
Line Horizontal, vertical, angular Irregular, continuous N/A
Color Dark brown, reds Variations of greens N/A
Texture Coarse Medium to fine N/A
Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sombrero Butte (107)

Appendix D1-17 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations
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6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Tom Rhodes Ranch Road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
. 4/14/2010 17:32 32°39'22.14'N  110°29'29.30"W N

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Sombrero Butte (107)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-18 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Mountain
SQRU Number: 108 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Mountain consists of a variety of terrain, including steep, uneven slopes;
peaks; and generally V-shaped ravines. The scale of the landform can range from one isolated form to hundreds of
separate peaks and slopes. Vegetation within this landscape type is similar to that found on the surrounding
foothills and valley plains, including palo verde, mesquite, saguaro, cholla, ocotillo, prickly pear cactus, creosote,
grasses, and other herbaceous species. The layering of vegetation creates a uniformly coarse texture landscape that
blends into the adjacent landscape. Vegetation covers the slopes and peaks of the mountains and foothills, creating
a uniform color that is contrasted by rock outcroppings, which occur higher on the mountain terrain. Cultural
modifications include unpaved roads that have minimal effect on the overall scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 4.5 Irregular peaks, rock outcroppings
Vegetation 4 Palo verde, mesquite, saguaro, cholla, ocotillow, creosote, grasses
Water 2.5 Ravines
Color | 3 Variations of green vegetation, brown rock outcroppings
Adjacent Scenery 2.5 Hills, bajada, valley plains
Scarcity 25 Somewhat common landform within area
Cultural Modification 0 Access roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 19 A
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Steep, uneven slopes; rugged Solid, low,vertical N/A
Line Undulating; irregular, angular Indistinct N/A
Color Browns, tans Green, dark green N/A
Texture Medium to coarse | Uniformly coarse | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Mountain (108)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-19 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from South McQueen Ranch Road

‘ Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
2/11/2010 10:19 32°34'38.33"N 111°6'34.32"'W SE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Mountain (108)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-20 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Sky Island Transitional Foothills
SQRU Number: 201 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford, Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Sky Island Transitional Foothills are a transition between Mescal Peak and Little Table Mountain, within the Galiuro
Mountain Range. The overall form of this landscape is similar to the adjacent bajada; however, these hills are
steeper and more highly dissected with a higher occurrence of rock outcroppings along the slopes. Vegetation
associated with this landscape type consists of dense shrublands with scattered succulents, such as prickly pear and
yucca. Saguaros are present at lower elevations where the foothills transition into the bajada landscape. Juniper,
pifion, and oak species are seen scattered along the slopes and peaks at higher elevations. Variation in color is
moderate, ranging from light to dark green, with patches of tans, browns, and reds where soil is exposed and rock
outcroppings occur. Cultural modifications consist of unpaved roads and mining operations.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3.5 Steep slopes, highly dissected slopes, rock outcroppings
Vegetation 3.5 Prickly pear, yucca, saguaro, low desertscrub, juniper, pifion, oak
Water 2 Drainage ways present, snow capped (seasonal)
Color | 2.5 Tans, browns, reds, variations of green
Adjacent Scenery 5 Mescal Peak and Little Table Mountain, bajada
Scarcity | 2 Similar landforms seen throughout area
Cultural Modification -1 Unpaved roads, mining operations
Total Score for Scenic Quality 175 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Moderately rolling; thin and Indistinct N/A
narrow (road)
Line Undulating, diagonal, meandering Linear, meandering N/A
Color Tans, browns, reds Variations of greens N/A
Texture Fine to coarse | Even, random, medium | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Sky Island Transitional Foothills (201)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-21 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations
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6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Copper Creek Road
Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

 2/16/2010 13:01 32°45'1.36'N | 110°31'5.78"W E

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Sky Island Transitional Foothills (201)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-22 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Chihuahuan Highland Mountains
SQRU Number: 202 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Highland Mountains consist of ranges that rise approximately 2,000 to 2,800 feet above the Jornada del
Muerto Valley, with the Fra Cristobal Mountains and Cabello Mountains west of the valley and the San Andres
Mountains to the east. Geologic features resulting from faulting and uplifting of sedimentary layers is well defined
and the primary distinctive feature (providing variation in both landform and color). Vegetation along the steep,
rocky slopes is limited to north slopes and drainage ways, and includes grasses (gamma grass and muhly) and
scattered succulents (agave, sotol, and yucca) . The San Andres Mountains are not as rocky and steep as the Fra
Cristobal and Cabello ranges, but are similar in appearance and color, with more diversity in vegetation due to the
higher elevations supporting stands of juniper. Cultural modifications are minimal and are usually unpaved
roadways.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 4 Rugged, steep mountains; angular rock-outcroppings
Vegetation 2 Grasses, agave, sotol, and yucca
Water 2 Arroyos present
Color 3 Streaks of green within drainage ways; reds, browns/tans in landform
Adjacent Scenery 3 Rio Grande Valley and Jornada Del Muerto Valley
Scarcity 3 Unusual landform and colors make the ranges distinctive
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 17 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Bold, rolling, rugged Sparse, irregular patches N/A
Line Horizontal striping, irregular Weak, diagonal, irregular N/A
Color Tan, beige Light and dark green N/A
Texture Striated | Fine, even, random | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Chihuahuan Highland Mountains (202)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-23 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations
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Location Date

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Powerline Road

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

3/2/2010

14:41

33°25'2.84"N

107°2'56.35"W w

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-24

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan Highland Mountains (202)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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San Pedro River Valley Upper Bajada
SQRU Number: 203 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford, Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The San Pedro River Valley Upper Bajada gently slopes towards the San Pedro River and typically consists of large, V-
shaped dissections that often resemble small, rolling foothills. The lines created within this landscape type are
contrasted by the jagged, irregular lines and forms of the adjacent Galiuro and Santa Catalina mountain ranges and
the gently, undulating lines of the adjacent lower bajada. Vegetation associated with this landscape type consists of
mesquite, acacia, creosote, ocotillo, and cholla. Saguaro are also seen along the slopes, becoming scarce at higher
elevations. Contrast in color within the landscape type is primarily low due to the green colors of the evenly
distributed vegetation. However, the uniform color of the bajada is in contrast with the exposed slopes of the
adjacent mountain ranges. Cultural modifications consist of paved and unpaved roads and pipelines, which have
minimal impact on the overall scenic quality of this landscape type. There are limited occurences of transmission
lines crossing this landscape type in the northern portion of the study area.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3.5 Deep ravines, highly dissected
Vegetation 4 Mesquite, acacia, cholla, prickly pear, yucca, mesquite
Water 2 Arroyos present
Color 25 Variation of greens in vegetation; browns and tans in landform
Adjacent Scenery 3 Galiuro and Santa Catalina mountains and lower bajada
Scarcity 25 Unique feature for San Pedro River Valley
Cultural Modification -0.5 Unpaved roads, pipelines, transmission lines (limited occurences)
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 17 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Gently sloping, rolling Indistinct Tall, thin, geometric
Line Undulating, diagonal, angular Irregular, broken Rectangular, diagonal, horizontal,
vertical
Color Browns, tans, reds Light to dark green Dark brown
Texture Medium to coarse Uniformly medium Simple, fine, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
San Pedro River Valley Upper Bajada (203)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-25 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Copper Creek Road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

. 4/14/2010 12:29 32°44'57.87'N | 110°30'35.56"W SW

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
San Pedro River Valley Upper Bajada (203)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-26 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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SQRU Number: 204 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The Aravaipa Creek Riparian consists of a wide, low plain bound by bajadas to the east and west. The presence of
water is intermittent, yet significant enough to allow a variety of riparian vegetation to flourish. Vegetation
associated with this landscape type includes cottonwood, walnut, ash, willow, and sycamore trees, as well as a
variety of shrubs, rushes, and grasses. This landscape type is dominated by the undulating lines formed by the creek
and riparian species adjacent to and interwoven with the creek. The meandering creek, coupled with the wide
variety of vegetation, provides contrast, color, rhythm, line, and movement within the landscape. Cultural
modifications include mostly cultivated fields and farming structures, resulting in a pastoral, naturalistic landscape
setting.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 1.5 Flat, meandering
Vegetation 3 Riparian species such as cottonwood, willow, shrubs, and grasses
Water 3.5 Ephemeral, with heavy-moderate flows
Color | 2.5 Variations of greens and tans, seasonal colors
Adjacent Scenery 3 Bajada
Scarcity | 3 Other creeks, washes within area
Cultural Modification 0 Cultivated fields, dispersed residential
Total Score for Scenic Quality 165 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

Form Horizontal, meandering Geometric

Line Curving, flowing Horizontal, vertical, straight
Color Tans, browns, reflective (water) Red, tan, gray
Texture Smooth, fine | | Fine

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Aravaipa Creek Riparian (204)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-27 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

7 '1...§mn9.4, | New Mexico, |
pi, P

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Klondyke Road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

 3/1/2010 13:42 32°482.45'N | 110°17'32.20"W SE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Aravaipa Creek Riparian (204)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-28 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



SCENIC QUALITY RATING WORKSHEET (VRM) | !

G
H

Chihuahuan Chaparral Bajada
SQRU Number: 205 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan-Chaparral Bajada comprises gently sloping landforms with V-shaped dissections that resemble large
rolling hills. This landscape creates interesting diagonal lines that are contrasted by the jagged, irregular lines and
forms of the adjacent Galiuro and Pinalefio mountain ranges and the meandering lines of the Aravaipa Creek
Riparian area (SQRU #204). This landscape type is similar to the San Pedro River Valley Upper Bajada (SQRU #203),
except that the vegetation associated with this landscape includes more of a variety of vegetation types. In addition
to the presence of yucca, barrel cactus, and prickly pear; pifion-juniper, mesquite, and other chaparral species can
be found within this landscape unit. Contrast in color within the landscape is primarily low, with a uniform dull green
covering the landform, with darker green sparsely scattered along the slopes of the bajadas and where water is
more prevalent in the ravines. Cultural modifications include access roads, agricultural facilities, dispersed
residential, and camping areas that have minimal impact on the overall scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3 Sloping and highly dissected, rocky outcroppings
Vegetation 3 Chihuahuan vegetation, mesquite, pifion-juniper, chaparral
Water 2 Drainage ways along bottom of ravines
Color | 2.5 Variation of greens and browns
Adjacent Scenery 3 Galiuro and Pinalefio mountain ranges; riparian areas
Scarcity 25 Somewhat common form within study area
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved roads, dispersed residents, farming facilities
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 16 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Prominent Indistinct Linear, narrow, geometric
Line Diagonal, bold Irregular, diffused Meandering, geometric, straight
Color Browns, tans Variations of greens Brown, white

Texture Rough | Fine to medium | Fine

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Chihuahuan-Chaparral Bajada (205)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-29 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations
¢

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Klondyke Road
‘ Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

3/1/2010 12:38 32°46'58.25"N 110°12'34.92"'W w

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan-Chaparral Bajada (205)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-30 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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SCENIC QUALITY RATING WORKSHEET (VRM) m

SQRU Number: 206 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Socorro, Roswell

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
North American Volcanic Desert Rockland is relatively flat and barren; however, it is unique in that it is dominated
by the rough texture of volcanic substrates. The volcanic material ranges from fine sediments to small rocks and
boulders. Vegetation is almost completely absent, with less than 10 percent plant cover; or if present, it is variable.
Plant species that are typical of the zone include creosote bush and desert holly, but other desert shrubs can be
present. There are no well-defined drainage structures in the landscape, as the occurrence of water is minimal. The
darker color and rough texture of the volcanic substrates juxtapose to the light colored, level, valley plain provides
contrast in line, form, texture and color.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 4 Irregular, volcanic rocks
Vegetation 2 Grasses, creosote, desert holly, some yucca present
Water 0 None
Color 3 Black, dark brown, brown
Adjacent Scenery 3 Extensive valley plains
Scarcity 4 Unique feature
Cultural Modification 7 0 None
Total Score for Scenic Quality 16 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless
4. Landscape Character (Features)
Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Flat, level Low, sparse, dispersed N/A
Line Horizontal, straight Indistinct N/A
Color Dark brown/black, brown Muted greens N/A
Texture Coarse, rough | Fine, scattered | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
North American Volcanic Desert Rockland (206)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-31 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

/_

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from an unimproved road

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

2/15/2010

15:55

33°31'35.12"N

106°45'3.89"W SwW

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sheet 2 of 2

North American Volcanic Desert Rockland (206)

Appendix D1-32

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Chihuahuan Badlands
SQRU Number: 207 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Badlands are characterized by intricately dissected topography with shor, steep slopes. Erosion over
time has worn away the softer sedimentary rocks and soils, createing interesting lines and forms along the slopes.
Vegetation is scarce along the slopes and consists primarily of short desertscrub species, with denser vegetation
concentrated along ravines and washes that meander through the landscape. Color diversity is moderately high with
reds dominanting the landscape and contrasting with the variation of green vegetation. Adjacent scenery comprises
creosote and shrub dominated bajadas that are similar in form but not as highly dissected, therefore contrast in
form is moderate. The red color of the badlands do contrast with beige and ligher colors of the adjacent scenery.
Cultural modifications include a pipeline route, unpaved roads and ATV trails.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3.5 Rolling and highly dissected
Vegetation 2 Low shrubs and grasses along slopes, more concentrated along ravines
Water 2 Drainage ways along bottom of ravines
Color | 3.5 Reds, variations of green
Adjacent Scenery 2 Rolling bajadas and grassland hills
Scarcity | 3 Somewhat unique to study area
Cultural Modification -0.5 Unpaved roads, ATV trails
Total Score for Scenic Quality 155 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Steep, rolling terrain Indistinct, narrow strip within N/A
ravines
Line Undulating, diagonal; curving  Indistinct; curving butt edge (along N/A
band (unpaved road) unpaved roads)
Color Reds Dull and light green, mottled N/A
Texture Medium | Uneven, random | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 2
Chihuahuan Badlands (207)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-33 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from unpaved road

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

5/5/2011

15:32

34°8'31.06"N

| 106°50'41.88"W SE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-34

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan Badlands (207)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Badlands
SQRU Number: 208 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Badlands are characterized by intricately dissected topography with short, steep slopes. Erosion over time has worn
away the softer sedimentary rocks and soils, creating interesting lines and forms along the slopes. Vegetation is
scarce along the slopes and consists primarily of short desertscrub species, with a larger concentration of vegetation
located within ravines. Color diversity is moderate with a range of tans, browns, and some pale reds that contrast
with the widely scattered vegetation. Adjacent scenery comprises creosote and shrub dominated valleys that
contrast with the highly dissected, barren slopes of the badlands. Cultural modifications include unpaved roads that
have minimal effect on the overall scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 4 Rolling and highly dissected
Vegetation 1.5 Scattered, low shrubs along slopes, more concentrated within ravines
Water 1 Drainage ways along bottom of ravines
Color | 2.5 Tans, brown, reds, greens
Adjacent Scenery 3 Level valley plains
Scarcity 35 Somewhat unique to study area
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality 155 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Steep, rolling terrain Indistinct, narrow strip within N/A
ravines
Line Undulating, straight horizontal, Indistinct, undulating within N/A
diagonal ravines
Color Tans, browns, reds Green, mottled N/A
Texture Medium to coarse Even, random N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Badlands (208)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-35 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Ph 1 View from Patterson Mesa Road
Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

7/9/2010 12:03 32°5021.36"N | 109°58'48.54"W NE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Badlands (208)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-36 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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SQRU Number: 209

Madrean Mountain
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators

LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit

The Madrean Mountain landscape unit consists of steep uneven slopes, undulating peaks, and V-shaped ravines; it
includes the Chupadera and Little Florida mountains. The undulating lines of the adjacent bajadas and foothills are
moderately contrasted by the undulating, slightly irregular lines of the mountain peaks. Vegetation within this
landscape ranges from sparsely covered low shrub species, with scattered occurences of juniper at the lower
elevations to Madrean Woodland species, such as evergreen oaks, pines, cypress, and pifion-juniper occurring more
densely at higher elevations. Color contrast is low due to the homogenous green color blanketing the landscape.
Cultural modifications include primarily access roads and dispersed residential.

Factor
Landform
Vegetation
Water
Color
Adjacent Scenery
Scarcity
Cultural Modification
Total Score for Scenic Quality |

Scenic Quality Classification

3. Score
Rating Explanation
3.5 Undulating, rocky outcrops
3.5 Low shrubs, grasses, pifion-juniper on upper slopes

Sandy washes within ravines
Greens mostly, some browns from rock outcrops

2.5 Foothills, bajada, valley plains

2.5 Somewhat common landform in area
0 Unpaved roads, dispersed residential
15 B

A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Steep slopes, rounded Solid, scattered, irregular patches N/A
Line Undulating, irregular, angular Indistinct N/A
Color Browns, tans Dull and dark greens N/A
Texture Medium to coarse | Medium to coarse, dense | N/A

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Madrean Mountain (209)

Appendix D1-37 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Location Date

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from unpaved road

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

5/6/2011

8:05

34°7'18.54'N | 106°55'39.33"W swW

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-38

Sheet 2 of 2
Madrean Mountain (209)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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San Pedro River Valley Lower Bajada
SQRU Number: 210 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

BLM Field Office: Safford, Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The San Pedro River Valley Lower Bajada landscape gently slopes towards the San Pedro River and consists of small
V-shaped dissections that often resemble rolling hills. The angular and undulating lines within this landscape type
are similar to those found in the adjacent upper bajada; however, they are often not as dramatic. The lines created
within this landscape type are in more contrast with the level river floodplain, which helps to accentuate the
landform of the lower bajada. Vegetation associated with this landscape type includes palo verde, creosote,
mesquite, ocotillo, prickly pear, cholla, and various desert grasses and shrubs. Stands of saguaros are seen
throughout this landscape type and become more scarce the higher in elevation towards the upper bajada. The
layers of vegetation, which vary throughout, create a moderate textured landscape. Contrast in color is low due to
the green colors of the evenly distributed vegetation contrasted only by the exposed soils. Cultural modifications
include mines and mining facilities, gas lines, power lines and structures, access roads, clustered, and dispersed
residences, which have an impact on the overall scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3 Rolling topography, not quite as dramatic as upper bajada
Vegetation 4 Highly diverse, palo verde, creosote, prickly pear, cholla, saguaro
Water 1 Ravines
Color 25 Variation of greens and browns
Adjacent Scenery 3 Upper bajada and river floodplain
Scarcity 35 Unique feature for San Pedro River Valley
Cultural Modification -2 Mine facilities, access roads, residential
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 15 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Gently sloping, rolling Solid Tall, geometric, transparent

Line Undulating, angular Indistinct Straight, angular, horizontal, and
vertical

Color Tans, browns Variations of greens Gray and brown

Texture Fine to medium Moderate, even, random Fine to coarse, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1 of 3
San Pedro River Valley Lower Bajada (210)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-39 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations
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Location Date Location Time

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from State Route 77

Location

Viewing Direction

 2/17/2010 9:35

32°45'54.41"N

| 110°39'18.39"W

w

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-40

Sheet 2 of 3

San Pedro River Valley Lower Bajada (210)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



6. SQRU Photo 2 View from Black Hills Mine Road

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

2/17/2010

15:00

32°33'51.09"N

| 110°34'19.87"W NE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sheet 3 of 3

San Pedro River Valley Lower Bajada (210)

Appendix D1-41

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Chihuahuan Mountains
SQRU Number: 211 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The Chihuahuan Mountains rise approximately 1,000 to 2,500 feet from the surrounding Chihuahuan Desert and are
characterized by steep, uneven slopes and V-shaped ravines. The Franklin and Jarilla mountains are typical of
Chihuahuan Mountains in that the tilt-block fault geology creates sharp angles and diagonal lines. The vegetation on
the Chihuahuan Mountains is less dense and varied than on the Chihuahuan Highland Mountains; but the bare,
exposed surface is frequently more brilliant in color. Vegetation is very shrubby, with creosote being the dominant
species and frequent occurrences of yucca, ocotillo, and agaves. Other vegetative types are also present, but
generally in localized conditions. The mountains are typically drained by V-shaped canyons formed by ephemeral or
interrupted watercourses. Cultural modifications within the mountain range are limited to primarily unpaved access
roads and trails. State Route 404, transmission lines, pipelines, and associated access roads do occur within this
landscape unit; however, these cultural modifications are concentrated within the Anthony Gap (a small segment of
the overall unit).

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 4 Irregular, undulating peak; striated, highly dissected
Vegetation 2.5 Domintated by creosote, uniformly covered slopes
Water 2 Arroyos present
Color 2 Muted greens, browns, and tans in landform that appear striated
Adjacent Scenery 2 Bajada, valley plains
Scarcity | 2 Somewhat common in area
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality 145 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

Form Bold, irregular N/A
Line Irregular, rolling, convex N/A
Color Tans, browns N/A
Texture Striated, medium | | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 2
Chihuahuan Mountains (211)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-43 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

1.———_—.—-—-‘*\.\ Texas

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from State Route 349
Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

 3/12/2010 9:26 32°0'51.84'N  106°33'22.42"W NE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan Mountains (211)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-44 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Chihuahuan Pediment
SQRU Number: 212 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Pediment is a transition between the foothills of the Pinalefio Mountains and nearby valley plains, and
is characterized by a broad, gently sloping rock surface, often covered with alluvium. This landform is generally flat
to gently rolling on top, with a somewhat abrupt edge consisting of small V-shaped dissections. Vegetation includes
creosote, grasses, mesquite, viscid acacia, and scattered juniper, which uniformly covers the landform creating a
smooth textured landscape. The uniform green color of the vegetation blends into the similar vegetation of the
adjacent valley plains. Contrast in color is low due to the limited variety in vegetation within the landscape. Cultural
modifications include unpaved roads that have minimal impact on the overall scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2.5 Flat, gently sloping, dissected
Vegetation 2.5 Low desertscrub, mesquite, scattered juniper
Water 1 Drainage ways present
Color | 2 Brown, reddish-brown, green
Adjacent Scenery 4 Pinalefio Mountains, valley plains
Scarcity 25 Similar forms found within regions
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality 145 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Gently sloping, flat to rolling Irregular patches N/A
terrain

Line Straight, horizontal, diagonal  Horizontal, undulating and straight N/A

Color Tans, browns, reds Variations of green, mottled N/A

Texture Fine, smooth to medium | Fine, even, random | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Chihuahuan Pediment (212)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-45 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

$

Az s New Mexica, |

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Nuttail Canyon Road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
~ 7/9/2010 11:48 32°49'54.79"N  109°55'24.37"W SE

B
|

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-46

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan Pediment (212)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Juniper Mountain
SQRU Number: 213 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Roswell, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The Juniper Mountain landscape unit consists of landforms with rounded peaks and V-shaped ravines created by
seasonal rain or snow melt, and includes the Sierra Larga and Sierra Blanca mountains. The vegetation associated
with this landscape type is dominated by pifion-juniper trees. In higher elevations, vegetation uniformly covers the
landform, with piflon-juniper stands creating low color diversity. Ponderosa pine is rare, but present at higher
elevations within this landscape. In lower elevations, grasses and shrubs cover most of the slopes, creating a
uniform color contrasted by the darker green of the pifion and juniper trees distributed along the slopes, and more
densely towards the peaks. The adjacent valley plains and rolling savanna help to accentuate the form and line of
this landscape type. Cultural modifications are limited to unpaved roads, which have minimal effect on the scenic
quality.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 4 Rounded peaks, V-shaped ravines
Vegetation 3 Primarily pifion-juniper, with patches of grasses
Water 2 Snow capped in winter
Color 2 Dark green with patches of lighter green, white (seasonal)
Adjacent Scenery 1.5 Hills and rolling savanna plains
Scarcity 2 Common within area
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality 145 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.5o0r less
4. Landscape Character (Features)
Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Bold, rounded Solid, geometric patch N/A
Line Convex, diagonal Irregular, continuous N/A
Color Browns, tans Dark green N/A
Texture Fine Dense, coarse N/A
Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1of 2
Juniper Mountain (213)
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-47 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from County Road A020
‘ Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

2/18/2010 17:26 34°8'17.81"N 105°45'10.96"W N

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Juniper Mountain (213)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-48 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Rio Grande Floodplain
SQRU Number: 214 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Rio Grande Floodplain is typically defined by a wide, flat, sandy plain bound on either side by the Rio Grande Valley.
The floodplain is defined by walls on either side, where it transitions from valley to floodplain. These walls range
from gently sloping along the northern end of the project boundary near San Antonio; to shear, clearly defined walls
near Elephant Butte Reservoir. The Rio Grande meanders through this landscape unit; however, it is not a dominant
feature due to the size and dense vegetation surrounding the river in most areas throughout the floodplain. The
undulating form of the river and adjacent riparian vegetation creates line, form, and a sense of movement within
the landscape. Vegetation associated with this landscape type includes dense stands of cottonwood, mesquite, and
(invasive) tamarisk bosques and are found adjacent to the Rio Grande and its tributaries. This landscape is
recognizable for diverse forms, patterns, and colors not found within surrounding landscapes; these colors and
textures are expressed in riparian vegetation and the patchwork of agricultural landscapes found within and at the
margin of this landscape.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 1 Level, flat
Vegetation 3 Riparian species, agricultural
Water 2.5 Some water within floodplain throughout year
Color | 3 Variation of greens, browns, tans
Adjacent Scenery 2.5 Rio Grande Valley and Rio Grande Riparian
Scarcity | 3 Associated with major drainageways that are not too common in area
Cultural Modification -1 Dispersed residential, farmlands, transmission lines, pipelines
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 14 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Flat, level Geometric, irregular Tall, thin
Line Straight, horizontal Simple geometric, irregular, vertical Simple, vertical, straight,
horizontal, slightly convex
Color Brown Variations of greens, browns Gray
Texture Fine Uniformly fine to medium, coarse Fine to medium, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 2
Rio Grande Floodplain (214)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-49 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

3/26/2010

9:42

33°54'55.64'N  106°50'27.59"W W

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-50

Sheet 2 of 2

Rio Grande Floodplain (214)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Madrean Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Foothill/Hill
SQRU Number: 215 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Safford, Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The Madrean Chihuahaun Semidesert Grassland Foothill/Hill landscape unit consists of hills with moderate to steep
slopes that can range in height from 300 to 800 feet above the adjacent valley plains. Typically a transition between
mountain ranges and bajadas, the undulating and rolling form of the peaks and the diagonal lines of the dissecting
ravines is similar to those seen in the adjacent landscapes; therefore, there is minimal contrast in line and form.
Vegetation uniformly covers the slopes of this landscape and consists primarily of creosote with prickly pear, yucca,
and other various cacti species randomly dispersed. Madrean evergreens such as juniper, pifion, and oak begin to
appear with increasing density higher up on the slopes and along peaks. Color contrast is low due to the
homogenous colors blanketing the landscape, except for the random patches of darker green along the upper
slopes. Cultural modifications primarily include roads and dispersed residential, which has minimal effect on the
overall scenic quality of this landscape unit. Cultural modifications primarily include roads and dispersed residential,
with pipelines and transmission lines crossing some of the units.

Landform Rugged terrain, dissected slopes, steep, rock outcrops
Vegetation Grasses, creosote, transition to madrean

Water Sandy drainageways within deep ravines

Color | Variation of greens, tans, and browns

Adjacent Scenery Little Rincon Mountains

Scarcity | Similar landforms within area, but not as dissected

Cultural Modification Unpaved roads, dispersed residential, pipelines, transmission lines
Total Score for Scenic Quality | B

Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

Form Moderate-steep slopes, convex Tall, geometric, transparent
Line Undulating, diagonal Angular, vertical, horizontal, convex
Color Browns, tans Gray

Texture Fine | | Coarse, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 2
Madrean Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Foothill/Hill (215)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-51 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from E3 Links Road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
2/18/2010 10:00 32°12'20.23'N 110°14'51.89"W sw

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sheet 2 of 2

Madrean Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Foothill/Hill (215)

Appendix D1-52

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Madrean Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Mountain
SQRU Number: 216 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Safford, Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The Madrean Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Mountain landscape unit consists of landforms with rounded peaks
and rolling foothills and includes the Peloncillo and Rincon mountains. The vegetation associated with this
landscape type includes perennial grasses, scattered with succulents and short and tall shrubs. Madrean pifion-
juniper species can be seen higher up the slopes of the mountains and along the peaks. Rock outcroppings along the
slopes and near the peaks create further contrast in form, line, and color. Adjacent scenery of valley plains
accentuates the form and line of this landscape type. Cultural modifications are limited to unpaved roads, although
transmission lines do cross small portions of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3.5 Undulating, rocky outcrops
Vegetation 2.5 Low shrubs, grasses, pifion-juniper on upper slopes
Water 1 Arroyos
Color | 2.5 Greens mostly, some tan from rock outcroppings
Adjacent Scenery 2 Foothills, bajada, valley plains
Scarcity | 2 Common landform within area
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved roads, transmission line (limited occurences)
Total Score for Scenic Quality 135 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Bold, rounded Low, irregular patches Tall, geometric, transparent
Line Undulating, diagonal Irregular, broken Angular, vertical, horizontal, convex
Color Browns, reds Light and dark green, beige Gray
Texture Fine to medium | Fine | Coarse, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 2
Madrean Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Mountain (216)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-53 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from an unimproved road
Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

 3/2/2010 11:37 32°32'1.13'N | 109°14'58.26"W N
w_"!.

=

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Madrean Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Mountain (216)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-54 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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Mogollon Chaparral Bajada
SQRU Number: 217 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The Mogollon-Chaparral Bajada gently slopes from the Pinalefio Mountain range towards washes and drainage
channels that lead to the Gila River, which lies outside the study area. This landscape is dissected to varying degrees,
with some areas slightly undulating and other areas severely dissected to the point that they appear as low rolling
hills. The undulating lines created within this landscape are contrasted by the jagged, irregular lines and forms of the
adjacent mountain range. Vegetation associated with this landscape type consists of dense shrublands with
scattered succulents, such as prickly pear mixed with species such as oaks, mahogany, and scattered remnants of
pifion-juniper trees. Much of the landscape is uniformly covered with low dull green shrub species, with patches of
the darker evergreen species mottled throughout, and exposed soil where vegetation is absent. The variety and
layering of vegetation types create a medium to coarse textured landscape. Limited primarily to variations of greens
and some brown, the color contrast is relatively low within this landscape type. Cultural modifications include
unpaved access roads and dispersed residential.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2 Sloped and rolling topography
Vegetation 3 Madrean-chaparral on higher slopes, yucca, cacti on lower slopes
Water 1 Small sandy washes and drainageways present
Color 25 Variations of greens and brown
Adjacent Scenery 3 Mountains and hills
Scarcity | 2 Similar landforms in area
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved roads, dispersed residential
Total Score for Scenic Quality 135 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Gentle slope, rolling Low, tall, irregular N/A
Line Undulating, angular Irregular, broken N/A
Color Browns, tans Dull green, dark green N/A
Texture Fine to medium | Medium to coarse | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1 of 2
Mogollon-Chaparral Bajada (217)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-55 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from an unimproved road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

3/1/2010 11:33 32°49'51.58"N 110°12'6.11"W 7 E

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Mogollon-Chaparral Bajada (217)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-56 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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Chihuahuan Ridge
SQRU Number: 218
BLM Field Office: Tucson

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Ridge landscape type consists of a long, low ridge. The nearly level crest of the ridge creates a strong
form and line within the landscape; this is in contrast with the gently undulating lines of the adjacent hills and
alluvial fan landforms. Erosion over time has yielded interesting lines and forms along the crests and upper slopes
of the ridge. Along the slopes, bands of color in the rock create further contrast in line, color, and form to the
surrounding landscape. Vegetation associated with this landscape type includes creosote, fourwing saltbush, and
other desertscrub that is uniformly distributed along the sides of the slopes. Some cacti species, such as prickly pear,
are dispersed along the base of the ridge, with juniper scattered along the top of the ridge. The adjacent rolling
topography of the alluvial fan and hills accentuates the form and line of this landscape type. Cultural modifications
include access roads along the top of the ridge that are not visible to viewers, and have minimal effect on the overall
scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3 Horizontal peak, steep sides; rocky along upper slopes
Vegetation 2.5 Chihuahuan species, low and scattered
Water 0 None
Color | 2.5 Light and dark green mixed with tan and brown

Adjacent Scenery

Scarcity

Cultural Modification

Total Score for Scenic Quality | 13

Scenic Quality Classification

Element Landform/Water
Form Low, horizontal, straight
Line Diagonal, horizontal bands
Color Tans, browns, beige
Texture Medium

Alluvial and rolling hills
Unique feature within area
Unpaved road

B
A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.5o0r less
4. Landscape Character (Features)
Vegetation Structures
Small, low, irregular patches N/A
Weak, irregular N/A
Dull green, dark green N/A
Fine, even, random | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sheet 1of 2
Chihuahuan Ridge (218)

Appendix D1-57 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

5

Location Date

Location Time

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from E3 Links Road

Location

Viewing Direction

2/18/2010

10:03

32°12'46.98'N  110°15'35.16"W NE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-58

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan Ridge (218)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Datil Mountains
SQRU Number: 219 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The Datil Mountains include the San Mateo, Mimbres, and Magdalena mountains. The Datil Mountains are
characterized by low, plateau-like mountains and hills, with fragmented material from volcanic features dominating
the landform. Despite distinctive rock outcroppings that are reminiscent of escarpments in some areas (notably the
Black Range), the majority of the Datil Mountains are primarily rounded landforms. Vegetation is primarily
grasslands with disbursed concentrations of juniper along north-facing slopes and within drainage areas. Color in
rock outcroppings range narrowly in reds and browns, but vegetation color has a larger range due to seasonal
variation. The features within this landscape character have fine textures and strong diagonal lines that are similar
in shape and size, creating a geometric and repetitious pattern. Cultural modifications are minimal, usually
consisting of unpaved roads.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3 Rolling hills, rock outcroppings
Vegetation 2 Grasslands, evenly spread juniper
Water 1 Snow present during winter months
Color 2 Variation of greens, brown, seasonal color variations of grasses
Adjacent Scenery 2 Rio Grande Valley
Scarcity 3 Unique feature within study area
Cultural Modification 0 Gravel roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 13 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Bold, rounded Amorphous patches N/A
Line Irregular, diagonal, undulating Irregular, undulating, straight, N/A
diagonal
Color Browns, tans, reds Variations of greens, seasonal N/A
Texture Medium to coarse | Uneven, random, medium to fine | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 2
Datil Mountains (219)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-59 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

4
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6. SQRU Photo 1 View from an unimproved road

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

3/1/2010

15:35

33°51'0.15"N

. 107°0'16.85"W W

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-60

Sheet 2 of 2
Datil Mountains (219)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Madrean Bajada
SQRU Number: 220 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Madrean Bajada is a transition area between the Santa Catalina Mountain range and the upper bajada of the San
Pedro River Valley. The landform slopes from the mountains and consists of drainages ranging from evenly
distributed, small and interconnected channels to large, V-shaped dissections that resemble small, rolling hills.
Vegetation consists of evergreen oaks, pines, cypress, and pifion-juniper trees in the higher elevations, with prickly
pear, yuccas, and creosote occurring at lower elevations. Grasses are often prominent in open areas between trees
and may appear savanna-like in areas where trees are highly dispersed. The varying layers of vegetation with lower
grassy shrub species mixed with patches of taller Madrean species create a coarse textured landscape. Color
contrast is moderate to low, with shorter green and light beige patches of vegetation interspersed with the dull
darker green of the Madrean vegetation. Cultural modifications include utilities, access roads, clustered and
dispersed residences, and commercial and recreational facilities, which have an impact on the overall scenic quality
of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2.5 Rolling topography
Vegetation 3.5 Cacti, prickly pear, grasses, creosote, evergreen vegetation
Water 0 None
Color 25 Variation of greens and browns
Adjacent Scenery 3 Santa Catalina Mountains and transitional bajada
Scarcity 25 Not too common within study area
Cultural Modification -1 Roads, residential, utilities
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 13 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Moderate slopes, rolling Amorphous patches, low to tall Geometric, square/rectangular
Line Diagonal, undulating Irregular, broken Straight, horizontal/vertical, angular
Color Browns, tans Variations of greens, beige White, brown, tan, reds
Texture Fine | Coarse | Coarse; uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Madrean Bajada (220)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-61 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Location Date

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Sunset Point Drive

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

2/12/2010

10:24

32°37'1.66"N

| 110°46'56.84"W N

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-62

Sheet 2 of 2
Madrean Bajada (220)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



3 SCENIC QUALITY RATING WORKSHEET (VRM) m

SQRU Number: 221 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Escarpments consists of steep slopes along the edge of a bajada within the San Pedro River Valley. The face of the
escarpment is highly dissected by water flowing from nearby mountains over the bajada to the San Pedro River. The
escarpment is almost completely void of vegetation along the slopes, with shrub species near the base that become
denser closer to the floodplain. The dense, green vegetation of the river floodplain juxtaposed to the stark beige
slopes of the escarpment creates a striking contrast of form, line, and color, positively affecting the scenic quality of
this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3 Steep, rocky, dissected slopes
Vegetation 1.5 Scattered vegetation along slopes, dominated by creoste
Water 0 None
Color 25 Beige with scattered green
Adjacent Scenery 2.5 San Pedro River floodplain and bajada
Scarcity | 3 Unique to study area
Cultural Modification 0 None
Total Score for Scenic Quality 125 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Prominent, contrasting Indistinct, irregular, linear patch N/A

Line Undulating, horizontal, vertical, Undulating, broken N/A
diagonal

Color Light beige Green N/A

Texture Coarse | Sparse, scattered, dense, medium | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Escarpment (221)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-63 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Location Date

Location Time

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from North Cascabel Road

Location

Viewing Direction

2/24/2010

9:33

32°16'3.19'N 110°20'59.12"W NW

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-64

Sheet 2 of 2
Escarpment (221)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



&=/ NATIONAL

PUBLIC LANDS/

SCENIC QUALITY RATING WORKSHEET (VRM) m

Juniper Hill/Foothill
SQRU Number: 222 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Roswell, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The Juniper Hill/Foothill landscape unit is similar in nature to the adjacent Juniper Mountains, and is characterized
by smooth slopes with no discernible rock outcroppings, and a dense, even distribution of vegetation. As a transition
between rolling juniper plains and Juniper Mountains, the undulating forms of the hills are not highly contrasted to
the surrounding landscape. Vegetation associated with this landscape type consists primarily of pifion-juniper, with
low shrubs and grasses dispersed in between stands of trees. Color variety is low due to the uniform dark green
color of the dominant vegetation type, with the exception of the patches of lighter colored grasses and shrubs.
Cultural modifications include roads, gas line, and dispersed residential.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2.5 Rolling foothills
Vegetation 2.5 Juniper, pifion, low shrubs, and grasslands
Water 1.5 Snow capped in winter
Color | 2 Variations of greens, white (seasonal)
Adjacent Scenery 1.5 Mountains, rolling savanna
Scarcity 25 Somewhat common within area
Cultural Modification 0 Roads, dispersed residential
Total Score for Scenic Quality 125 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Smooth slopes, rounded Amorphous patches Linear, flat, short, vertical
Line Diagonal, horizontal Irregular, broken Straight, curving, thin
Color Browns, tans Dark green, beige Gray, dull brown
Texture Fine | Dense, coarse | Fine, uniform

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 2
Juniper Hill/Foothill (222)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-65 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from US Route 54

‘ Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

3/23/2010 10:45 32°54'37.87"N 105°57'40.12"W S

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Juniper Hill/Foothill (222)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-66 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Bajada
SQRU Number: 223 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Bajada consists of a slightly sloping plain between the Picacho, Tortolita,
Tucson, and Black mountains, and the surrounding valley plains. Water cascading from the mountains has formed
meandering ephemeral arroyos that have created the appearance of an undulating landform. Vegetation associated
with this landscape type consists of palo verde, creosote, saguaro, prickly pear, cholla, grasses, and other
herbaceous species, and appears to blend in with the vegetation of the surrounding valley. The layering of
vegetation creates a uniformly coarse textured landscape. Color contrast, largely created by vegetation, is low with
a mixture of greens and browns. Cultural modifications include limited occurences of dispersed residence and
pipeline route, which have minimal effect on the overall scenic quality of the landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 1.5 Sloping, gently undulating
Vegetation 3.5 Multi-layered, palo verde, creosote, saguaro, prickly pear, cholla
Water 1 Small, sandy washes
Color 25 Variations of greens and browns
Adjacent Scenery 3 Picacho, Tortolita, Tucson, and Black mountains and valley plains
Scarcity | 1 Common
Cultural Modification 0 Dispersed residence, pipeline (limited occurences)
Total Score for Scenic Quality 125 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Slightly sloping Diverse, indistinct N/A
Line Undulating Irregular, diffused N/A
Color Tans, browns Variations of greens N/A
Texture Fine | Uniformly coarse | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Bajada (223)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-67 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Road
Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
2/11/2010 15:20 32°42'30.02"N 110°59'2.15"W N

b

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Bajada (223)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-68 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Hill/Foothill
SQRU Number: 224 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Hill/Foothill consists of low hills with moderate to steep slopes and rocky
outcrops. The irregular, rugged form of the rocky outcrops creates interesting lines and forms within the landscape,
and is in contrast to the level adjacent valley plain. The vegetation associated with this landscape type consists of
palo verde, creosote, saguaro, prickly pear, cholla, grasses, and other herbaceous species. The layering of the
vegetation, coupled with the rocky outcrops, creates a coarse textured landscape. Canopy cover ranges from
moderate to sparse, creating a mottled landscape with greens and browns that is contrasted by the large rocky
outcroppings. Adjacent scenery of the valley plain accentuates the form of the hills. Cultural modifications include
transmission lines and access roads, which have an effect on the overall scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3 Irregular, rock outcroppings
Vegetation 3 Palo verde, creosote, prickly pear, cholla, saguaro on lower slopes
Water 0 None
Color .25 Greens and browns
Adjacent Scenery 2.5 Tortolita and Rincon mountains, valley plains
Scarcity 25 Fairly common within area
Cultural Modification -1 Utility structures and unpaved access roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality 125 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Moderate-steep slopes, rugged Diverse, indistinct Prominent, tall, geometric,
transparent

Line Irregular, diagonal, convex Irregular, broken Triangular, angular, rectangular,
horizontal, convex, parallel

Color Tans, browns Variations of greens Gray

Texture Medium to coarse Uniformly coarse Coarse to medium, uniform,

ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 10f3
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Hill/Foothill (224)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-69 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Arizona. . | New Mexico, |

| .'—‘"_"'(\ Taxas
=l

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from East 96 Ranch Road
Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

 2/15/2010 11:23 32°51'29.53'N  111°7'53.79"W SE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 3
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Hill/Foothill (224)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-70 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



6. SQRU Photo 2 View from South Owl Head Ranch Road

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

2/11/2010

9:58

32°35'55.37"N ‘ 111° 8'29.40"W E

R

\\\"‘ 5

74

P

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sheet 3 of 3

Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Hill/Foothill (224)
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Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Valley
SQRU Number: 225 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Valley is a relatively flat landscape and is not as defined as other valley areas
found within the Basin and Range province. Within the study area, the valley is adjacent to hills, foothills, or bajadas.
Topographic contrast is minimal within the landform and ranges from almost completely flat to slight surface
undulations. Vegetation diversity within this landscape type is high and includes palo verde, mesquite, saguaro,
cholla, ocotillo, prickly pear cactus, grasses, and other herbaceous species. The layering of vegetation creates a
uniformly coarse textured landscape. Color contrast, largely created by vegetation, is low with a mixture of greens
and browns. Cultural modifications found within the landscape include roads, transmission lines, dispersed
residential, pipelines, and ranching operations.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 1.5 Relatively flat
Vegetation 4 Varying layers, palo verde, saguaro, cholla, prickly pear, grasses
Water 1 Small, sandy washes
Color 25 Variations of greens (light to dark), tan, brown
Adjacent Scenery 2.5 Mostly valley; some hills seen throughout landscape type
Scarcity | 2 Common
Cultural Modification -1 Roads, dispersed residential, transmission lines, pipelines
Total Score for Scenic Quality 125 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Flat Diverse, low, vertical Prominent, tall, geometric,
transparent

Line Horizontal, straight Irregular, broken Triangular, angular, rectangular,
horizontal, convex, parallel

Color Browns, tans Variations of greens, browns Gray

Texture Fine Uniformly coarse Coarse to medium, uniform,

ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Valley (225)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-73 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Location Date

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Pinal Pioneer Parkway (Highway 79/80)

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

2/9/2010

15:33

32°53'9.83'N | 111°15'53.10"W E

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sheet 2 of 2

Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Valley (225)

Appendix D1-74

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Chihuahuan Chaparral Transitional Bajada
SQRU Number: 226 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan-Chaparral Transitional Bajada is a transition area between the Pinalefio Mountains and major drainage
systems (washes/drainage channels). This landscape type consists of a gently sloping landform dissected with
washes, giving the appearance of rolling hills. The landform transitions from deep V-shaped dissections, similar to
those of the bajadas to the north, to lesser U-shaped dissections as one moves south towards the valley floor. The
undulating lines of the bajada are contrasted by the more severely dissected slopes and irregular peaks of the
adjacent mountain ranges. Vegetation is scarce within the landscape, with prickly pear, yucca, and other desert
shrubs randomly scattered and juniper dotting the landscape, becoming more dominant as elevations increase.
Color diversity is low, consisting of greens and the tan exposed soil. Cultural modifications are limited to primarily
access roads, which have minimal effect on the overall scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2.5 Sloping, highly dissected
Vegetation 2.5 Prickly pear, yucca, low shrubs, scattered juniper
Water 1 Small, sandy washes
Color 15 Variation of greens, tan
Adjacent Scenery 2.5 Pinalefio Mountains and valley plains
Scarcity | 2 Somewhat common form within study area
Cultural Modification 0 Access road
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 12 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Rolling Scattered, indistinct N/A
Line Undulating, horizontal Indistinct N/A
Color Tans, browns Greens, brown N/A
Texture Fine | Sparse | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Chihuahuan-Chaparral Transitional Bajada (226)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-75 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

|

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from an unimproved road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
~ 3/1/2010 14:44 32°40'34.22'N 110°9'28.61"W E

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan-Chaparral Transitional Bajada (226)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-76 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Chihuahuan Desert Bajada
SQRU Number: 227 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Desert Bajada is typical within the Basin and Range province, and gently slopes from rolling hills and the
Franklin Mountains to the surrounding valley plains. The landform is typically dissected due to water flowing from
the mountains to the valley, creating a landform that resembles small, rolling hills. The undulating lines of the
bajadas are contrasted by the irregular and jagged lines and forms of the adjacent mountain ranges and the large,
horizontal plane of the valley. Vegetation associated with this landscape type consists of yuccas, prickly-pear,
tarbush, creosote, cholla, barrel cactus, and desert grasses. Mesquites occur in deeper dissected areas, where water
is more prevalent. Color contrast within the landscape unit is low, limited only to variations of greens and patches of
brown or tan where the soil is exposed. The vegetation is evenly distributed; however, the variety of vegetation
creates a medium-coarse textured landscape. Cultural modifications include a pipeline and ancillary facilities, access
roads, and distribution lines.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2.5 Gently sloping and undulating
Vegetation 2.5 Low shrubs, prickly pear, cholla, yucca; no saguaro
Water 1 Shallow drainages
Color 2 Variations of greens and tan
Adjacent Scenery 3 Franklin Mountains, hills, and valley plains
Scarcity 2 Common landform in region
Cultural Modification -1 Pipeline, utility structures, unpaved access roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality 12 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless
4. Landscape Character (Features)
Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Rolling Diverse, indistinct Tall, narrow, geometric, spherical
Line Gently rounded, undulating Irregular, diffused Vertical, straight, triangular,
complex, circular
Color Tans, beige Light, dark, and muted greens White, gray, brown, tan, beige
Texture Fine Medium to coarse Coarse, uniform, ordered
Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1of 2
Chihuahuan Desert Bajada (227)
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-77 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from unpaved raod

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
~ 3/5/2010 8:44 32°17'36.07'N 108 5'29.79"W w

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan Desert Bajada (227)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-78 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments
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SQRU Number: 228 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Desert Creosote Bajada is a transition between mountain ranges and valley plains. Water flowing from
the Caballo, Franklin, and Little Florida mountains has eroded the area, causing topography to become dissected
and appear gently rolling. Vegetation is dominated by creosote that creates a fine-textured landscape uniform in
color, and in some areas blends in with the vegetation on the slopes of the adjacent mountain ranges. The
mountains provide a contrast in form and line to the transition area. Cultural modifications include transmission
lines and associated access roads, pipelines, and dispersed residential.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2.5 Sloping, gently rolling
Vegetation 2 Dominated by creosote
Water 1 Shallow drainages
Color | 1.5 Uniformly covered in dull green
Adjacent Scenery 3 Caballo, Franklin, and Little Florida mountains and valley plains
Scarcity | 2 Common landform within area
Cultural Modification 0 Residential, access road
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 12 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Bold, prominent Low, vertical Tall, geometric, transparent
Line Diagonal, bold Irregular, vertical Vertical and horizontal,

rectangular, diagnonal

Color Tans Green Brown, gray

Texture Medium to coarse Medium, uneven, random Medium, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Chihuahuan Desert Creosote Bajada (228)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-79 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Location Date

Location Time

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from | 25
Location

Viewing Direction

5/6/2011

8:41

34°8'27.35'N  106°54'44.84"W w

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sheet 2 of 2

Chihuahuan Desert Creosote Bajada (228)

Appendix D1-80

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Chihuahuan Juniper Bajada
SQRU Number: 229 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Roswell, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Juniper Bajada consists of a gently sloping landform that is a transition between the Sacramento
Mountains and valley plains. Water flowing from the mountains has eroded the area, causing the topography to
become slightly dissected and appear gently rolling. Vegetation is dominated by juniper that creates a fine textured
landscape uniform in color and blends in with the vegetation at the base of the adjacent Sacramento Mountains.
Juniper shrubs are less dense and begin to disperse at lower elevations, creating a digitized edge between the grass
dominated valley plain and the mountain range. The adjacent Sacramento Mountains provide a contrast in form,
line, and color to the transition area. Cultural modifications are limited to access roads that have minimal effect on
the overall scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2 Sloping, gently undulating
Vegetation 2.5 Uniformly covered with juniper
Water 1 Arroyos present
Color 15 Uniformly dark green with small patches of beige
Adjacent Scenery 3 Sacramento Mountain range and valley plains
Scarcity | 2 Seen adjacent to other mountain ranges within the area
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 12 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Sloping, undulating Solid, definite N/A
Line Rolling Irregular, broken N/A
Color Tan Dark green N/A
Texture Fine | Dense, even, random | N/A

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Chihuahuan Juniper Bajada (229)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-81 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Ph 1 View from upaved road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
5/6/2011 9:53 34°0'16.83'N | 106°59'28.19"W W

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan Juniper Bajada (229)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-82 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Bajada
SQRU Number: 230 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford, Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Bajada consists of a gently sloping landform dissected with washes, giving the
appearance of rolling hills. The undulating lines of the bajada are not in strong contrast to the adjacent rolling hills
or the slight rising and falling lines of the valley plain. The vegetation is dominated primarily by low grasses, giving
the landscape a savanna-like appearance; with yucca, creosote, mesquite, and other various low shrub species
sparsely scattered throughout, creating a fine to moderate textured landscape. Color contrast is moderate, with
much of the landscape covered in green/beige grasses with patches of brownish-red soils, and spotted with dull and
darker green shrubs and cacti species. Cultural modifications include roads, pipelines, transmission lines, dispersed
residential, and ranging facilities.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2 Sloping and moderately dissected
Vegetation 2.5 Dominated by grasses with scattered creosote, yucca, and juniper
Water 1 Small, sandy washes present
Color | 2 Variation of greens, browns, and reds
Adjacent Scenery 2.5 Rolling hills and valley plains
Scarcity | 2 Relatively common within area
Cultural Modification 0 Roads, dispersed residential, fences, pipelines, transmission lines
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 12 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Gently sloping, rolling hills Low grasses, patches Tall, geometric, transparent
Line Rounded, diagonal Irregular, broken; indistinct Strong, straight, angular,
horizontal, convex, parallel
Color Browns, tans, reds Green, grayish green, beige Gray, light gray
Texture Fine Fine to moderate Coarse, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Bajada (230)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-83 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Muleshoe Ranch Road
‘ Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

2/24/2010 16:37 32°16'58.40"N 110°9'26.07"W | W
N

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Bajada (230)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-84 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Hill/Foothill
SQRU Number: 231 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Roswell, Safford, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Within the study area, the Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Hill/Foothill landscape type typically consists of
landforms with moderate slopes and undulating peaks, and can range from one isolated landform to a larger
complex made up of multiple rolling hills. The forms of the hills are covered with swaths of perennial grasses, with
succulents and shrub species scattered about the slopes and peaks. Typically, succulents and shrubs are
concentrated near the base, becoming less dense closer to the peaks. In some areas, juniper can also be seen
dotting the upper slopes. Adjacent scenery of the valley plains accentuates the form and line of this landscape type.
Cultural modifications include transmission lines and towers, access roads, and grazing, which can alter the
appearance of the vegetative community.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2.5 Undulating peaks; rocky outcrops along slopes
Vegetation 2.5 Dominated by grasses with dispersed shrubs; juniper on upper slopes
Water 0 None
Color | 2.5 Mostly greens with brown and tan rock outcroppings
Adjacent Scenery 3 Magdalena and Sacramento mountains, bajada, valley plains
Scarcity | 2 Common form within area
Cultural Modification -0.5 Unpaved roads; transmission facilities in some areas
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 12 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Moderate slopes, rounded Amorphic patches Tall, geometric, transparent

Line Undulating Irregular, broken Strong, straight, angular, convex,
parallel in areas

Color Browns, tans Variations of greens, beige Gray, light gray

Texture Fine Fine Coarse, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Hill/Foothill (231)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-85 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from an unimproved road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

 3/2/2010 11:55 32°29'52.15'N | 109°14'40.09"W E

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Hill/Foothill (231)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-86 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Rio Grande Valley
SQRU Number: 232 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Rio Grande Valley is mostly unvaried in topographic form; consisting of flat, open plains with occasional incidences
of low, rolling hills usually dissecting the landscape near major drainages. Tributaries of the Rio Grande flowing from
the adjacent San Mateo, Mimbres, and Magdalena mountain ranges cut through the valley creating large, wide V-
shaped ravines that are a distinct feature within this landscape unit. These features consist of wide, sandy plains
with heavily dissected slopes bounding the ravine on either side. Vegetation is homogenous and unvaried in nature,
with grasses found on the plains and creosote-bursage found along the low, rolling hills. Cultural modifications
include roads, transmission lines, dispersed residential, and farmlands.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 3 Flat plains dissected by deep ravines
Vegetation 2 Grasslands, occasional shrubs
Water 2 Evidence of water, snow in winters
Color | 1.5 Seasonal variation of grasses and evergreen shrubs
Adjacent Scenery 3.5 San Mateo, Mimbres, and Magdalena mountains; floodplains
Scarcity | 1 Commonly found
Cultural Modification -1 Transmission lines, roads, and ranching facilities commonly seen
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 12 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Flat, gently rolling hills Amorphous patches Tall and short, thin, geometric
Line Horizontal, undulating, diagonal Low, irregular, broken Straight, vertical, and horizontal;
weak
Color Tans, browns Muted greens, beige Brown, green
Texture Fine | Uniformly fine, stippled | Uniformly fine

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1 of 3
Rio Grande Valley (232)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-87 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

—{=

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from State Highway 52 (Geronimo Trail Byway)

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

3/24/2010

11:11

33°15'48.29'N  107°25'25.67"W SE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-88

Sheet 2 of 3
Rio Grande Valley (232)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



6. SQRU Photo 2 View from County Road Co22

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

3/24/2010

11:54

33°10'54.63"N

| 107°26'12.72"W SE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-89

Sheet 3 of 3
Rio Grande Valley (232)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Rolling Juniper Woodland Savanna
SQRU Number: 233 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The Rolling Juniper-Woodland Savanna landscape unit, including part of the Chupadera Mesa, has more topographic
variation than the adjacent rolling savanna, with larger rolling hills and greater dissection and more definable
drainage areas. The vegetation associated with this landscape type includes grasslands and scattered juniper, with
denser stands of more mature juniper along the more defined ridges. There are also fewer occurrences of cactus or
yucca than the surrounding prairies and plains. The randomly distributed stands of juniper throughout the grassy
hills create a medium textured landscape. Color variety is moderate, due to the light color of the grasses contrasting
the dark green stands of juniper trees. Cultural modifications are limited to ranching operations and access roads.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2 Rolling, undulating hills
Vegetation 2 Grasslands and stands of juniper
Water 2 Drainageways and snow present
Color 2 Dark green with patches of beige in between
Adjacent Scenery 3 In close proximity to juniper mountains
Scarcity 2 Somewhat common landform within area
Cultural Modification -1 Unpaved roads, pipeline crossing
Total Score for Scenic Quality 12 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless
4. Landscape Character (Features)
Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Gently rolling Irregular, solid patches N/A
Line Undulating, horizontal Horizontal, continuous N/A
Color Browns, tans Dark green, beige N/A
Texture Fine | Medium | N/A
Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1of 2
Rolling Juniper-Woodland Savanna (233)
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-91 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations
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6. SQRU Photo 1 View from unpaved raod

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

2/18/2010 16:39 33°59'39.89"N  106°10'10.22"W S

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Rolling Juniper-Woodland Savanna (233)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-92 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Rolling Savanna
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Roswell, Socorro

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators

LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit

Rolling Savanna is a transitional landform between the level valley plains and the more rolling juniper hills. The form
of this landscape type is low and undulating, and is slightly more dissected than the adjacent valley. Vegetation
associated with this landscape type includes scattered juniper trees, with areas of dense juniper stands forming
woodland patches. Grasses cover much of the ground between trees and shrubs, including yuccas, prickly pears,
and snakeweed. Color variety is moderate, due to the light color of the ground plain and grasses contrasting the
dark green of the junipers. The range in distribution of vegetation, from randomly scattered to stands of junipers to
patches of grasses, creates a medium to coarse textured landscape. Access roads appear to be the only cultural

modifications.

Factor
Landform
Vegetation
Water
Color
Adjacent Scenery
Scarcity
Cultural Modification
Total Score for Scenic Quality |

Scenic Quality Classification

Rating

3. Score
Explanation

2 Rolling, not as steep or pronounced as adjacent juniper rolling hills
Grasslands and stands of juniper, yuccas, prickly pear present
Small drainageways present
Dull green with lighter colored grasses
Rolling juniper hills and valley plains
Similar landforms found within area

= N NN RPN

Dispersed windmills add to scenic quality
12 B

A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Low, horizontal, rolling Indistinct N/A
Line Undulating Irregular, broken N/A
Color Tans, browns Dark green, beige N/A
Texture Fine Medium to coarse, scattered | N/A
Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Rolling Savanna (234)

Appendix D1-93 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

Resource Management Plan Amendments



5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Location Date

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from White Sands Missle

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

2/18/2010

12:11

34°0'9.80"N

105°56'9.76"W NE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-94

Sheet 2 of 2
Rolling Savanna (234)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Transitional Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Bajada
SQRU Number: 235 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

BLM Field Office: Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Transitional Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cati Desert Bajada is a transition between the Santa Catalina, Tortolita,
Tortilla, and Black mountains, and the washes centrally located between these ranges. The landform gently slopes
from mountain to wash and is dissected to varying degrees, with some areas appearing slightly undulating and other
areas more undulating, to the point that they appear as low rolling hills. The rolling lines created within this
landscape type are contrasted by the jagged lines and forms of the surrounding mountain ranges. Vegetation
associated with this landscape type transitions from Sonoran Palo Verde species to Chihuahuan species such as
prickly pear, cholla, yucca, agaves, and other various shrub and grass species. Mesquites are often found within the
more significant washes and drainages. Variation in color is low, ranging from light green to green, with patches of
tans and browns where soil is exposed. Texture within this landscape type is uniformly medium to fine in areas
where grasses and lower shrubs are dominant, to coarse where mesquite trees and larger vegetation occur. Cultural
modifications include roads, transmission lines, pipelines, trails, dispersed residential, and air landing strip.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2.5 Topography varies from gently rolling to more steep and hill-like
Vegetation 3 Saguaro, creosote, prickly pear, yucca, cholla, mesquite
Water 1.5 Sandy washes
Color | 2 Variations of greens, browns, tans
Adjacent Scenery 2 Hills, mountains in distance
Scarcity | 2 Somewhat common landform within area
Cultural Modification -1 Roads, utilities/transmission lines, and access roads
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 12 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Gently sloping, rolling Indistinct Tall, thin, geometric, transparent,
complex
Line Diagonal, undulating Irregular, broken Straight, angular, triangular,
parallel, horizontal, convex
Color Browns, tans, reds Variations of greens Gray
Texture Fine to medium Uniformly medium to fine Coarse, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 2
Transitional Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Bajada (235)
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations
9

Arizona . .\ New Mexico, |

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

 2/15/2010 14:16 32°48'0.77'N | 110°50'34.10"W NW

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Transitional Sonoran Palo Verde Mixed Cacti Desert Bajada (235)
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Agricultural Lands
SQRU Number: 236 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Lower Sonoran, Safford, Socorro, Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Agricultural Lands are a relatively flat landscape that can be found within valley plains, such as the Sulphur and Uvas
valleys; or within river floodplains, such as the Rio Grande Floodplain (SQRU #214) in New Mexico or the San Pedro
River Floodplain (SQRU #106) in Arizona. The mosaic of geometric fields creates hard, straight lines within the
landscape that are reinforced by expansive rows of crops ranging from small grains to Pecan Orchards. Within the
Rio Grande and San Pedro floodplains, meandering rivers, creeks, and irrigation canals provide contrast, seasonal
color (associated with riparian species), rhythm, and movement to the landscape. Cultural modifications are
typically associated with agricultural activities and include barns and other ancillary structures, fences, access roads,
bridges, and dispersed residential; all of which add to this pastoral landscape. Other cultural modifications include
transmission lines and pipelines.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 1 Flat, level
Vegetation 2 Crops, vegetation associated with residendial landscaping
Water 3 Rio Grande, San Pedro River, irrigation canals
Color 2 Greens, browns, blue-gray (water)
Adjacent Scenery 3 Sulphur, Uvas, and Rio Grande River valleys, bajada
Scarcity 2 Common along river valley floodplains
Cultural Modification 1.5 Barns, fences, access roads, bridges, transmission lines
Total Score for Scenic Quality 145 B
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.5o0r less
4. Landscape Character (Features)
Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Flat, level Geometric patters Tall, geometric
Line Horizontal, straight Thin, straight, narrow Angular, vertical, horizontal, convex
Color Brown, tan Variations of green Gray
Texture Fine, smooth Fine, even, ordered Fine to complex, uniform, ordered
Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 3
Agricultural Lands (236)
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Indian Spring Road

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

3/2/2010

14:42

32°16'21.22'N  109°11'37.29"W NM

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-98

Sheet 2 of 3
Agricultural Lands (236)
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6. SQRU Photo 2 View from Olguin Road

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

3/26/2010

8:09

33°56'7.11"N ‘ 106°51'51.46"W N

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-99

Sheet 3 of 3
Agricultural Lands (236)

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-100 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



SCENIC QUALITY RATING WORKSHEET (VRM) m

Desert Arroyo

SQRU Number: 301
BLM Field Office: Safford

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators

LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit

Desert Arroyos consist of a sandy, meandering arroyo bed, which is found typically dissecting alluvial fans or desert
plains within the Basin and Range province. Water occurs seasonally, allowing desert wash plants to be present, and
can be seen as sparse to moderately dense stands of vegetation typically occurring along the banks, but occasionally
within the channel. Vegetation associated with this landscape type includes mostly small shrubs and small trees
such as catclaw acacia, desert willow, and mesquite. The meandering arroyo bed coupled with the vegetation
provides contrast in color and line within the landscape. Cultural modifications include unpaved roads and earthen

berms used to collect water in areas.

3. Score

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 1 Flat, level, meandering
Vegetation 3 Catclaw acacia, desert willow, mesquite
Water 2 Ephemeral streams
Color | 2.5 Variations of greens, tans, and reds
Adjacent Scenery Valley plains
Scarcity A few arroyos at this scale within region
Cultural Modification Unpaved roads, earthen berms
Total Score for Scenic Quality 115 C

Scenic Quality Classification

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation

Form Flat, horizontal Irregular, vertical, low

Line Meandering Medium vertical, irregular patch
Color Tan, brown Greens, browns, reds
Texture Fine Medium, dense, sparse patches |

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-101

A=19 or more

B=12-18 C(C=11.5or less

Structures
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Sheet 1of 2
Desert Arroyo (301)
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Hackel Road

‘ Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction
3/2/2010 9:46 32°29'43.33"N 109°24'43.22"W w
. B ™ - TS
k - -~
o+ ¥
.' -i
4
-

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Desert Arroyo (301)
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Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Alluvial Fan
SQRU Number: 302 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Safford

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Alluvial Fan is typically a transition between hills and valley plains. Over time
water has created meandering, shallow sandy washes, dissecting the landscape and creating a slightly undulating
landform that is contrasted by the irregular lines and forms of the adjacent hills. Vegetation is denser in this area
than on the adjacent hills or within the adjacent valley plain and includes creosote, mesquite, yucca, cholla, and
other varieties of low desertshrub with some juniper seen in higher elevations. This dense vegetation juxtaposed to
the less vegetated slopes of the hills creates a horizontal line within this landscape at the base of the hills. Though
portions of the landscape include reddish-brown soil, the soil creates only moderate contrast in the landscape
because it is largely covered by vegetation. The varying types of vegetation and its random distribution create a
moderate textured landscape. Cultural modifications include pipelines, transmission lines, unpaved roads, dispersed
recreation, and fencing, which have minimal impact on the overall scenic quality of this landscape type.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2 Sloping, slightly dissected
Vegetation 2.5 Creosote, yucca, juniper
Water 1 Small, sandy washes
Color | 2 Variations of greens and browns
Adjacent Scenery 2 Foothills and valley plains
Scarcity 15 Somewhat common form within area
Cultural Modification -0.5 Unpaved roads, pipelines, transmission lines
Total Score for Scenic Quality 105 C
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Gentle slope, undulating Indistinct Tall, geometric, transparent
Line Straight, diagonal Horizontal, sparse vertical Strong, straight, angular,
horizontal, convex, parallel
Color Browns, tans, reds Variations of greens Gray, light gray
Texture Fine Moderate Coarse, uniform, ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Alluvial Fan (302)
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

o

Location Date

Location Time

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from an unimproved road

Location

Viewing Direction

2/26/2010

9:10

32°29'39.66"'N  109°41'1.26"W NW

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sheet 2 of 2

Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Alluvial Fan (302)

Appendix D1-104
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Chihuahuan Desert Creosote Alluvial Fan
SQRU Number: 303 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Roswell, Safford

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Desert Creosote Alluvial Fan consists of an outspread, gently sloping landform that connects mountain
ranges to valley plains. Vegetation associated with this landscape type includes grasses and is primarily dominated
by creosote bush that is uniformly dispersed across the landscape. The vegetation creates a fine textured landscape
that is fairly uniform in color, with the exception of patches of lighter colored grasses. Adjacent scenery increases
the scenic quality, as alluvial fans typically occur adjacent to prominent mountain ranges such as the Caballo and
San Andres mountains. Cultural modifications typically seen in this landscape type include unpaved roads and
facilities associated with ranching activities that have minimal effect on the scenic quality.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 2 Gently sloping, rocky
Vegetation 1.5 Dominated by creosote, grasses, lower cacti vegetation
Water 0 None
Color 2 Light and dark green, brown and beige
Adjacent Scenery 3 Caballo and San Andres mountains, valley
Scarcity | 2 Common landform within area
Cultural Modification 0 Unpaved road, ranching facilities
Total Score for Scenic Quality 105 C
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Sloping, flat Amorphic patches Linear, narrow; low, geometric
Line Straight Irregular, meandering Meandering, straight; square,
rectangular
Color Tans, browns Green, light beige, mottled Brown, white, red
Texture Medium, slightly rough Fine Fine to coarse

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1of 2
Chihuahuan Desert Creosote Alluvial Fan (303)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-105 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Arizona . .\ New Mexico, |

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from an unimproved road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

 3/2/2010 11:37 32°32'1.13'N | 109°14'58.26"W NE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Chihuahuan Desert Creosote Alluvial Fan (303)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-106 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Resource Management Plan Amendments



SCENIC QUALITY RATING WORKSHEET (VRM)

Desert Playa

SQRU Number: 304

BLM Field Office: Las Cruces

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators

LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit

Desert Playas are typically found at the bottom of desert basins. This landscape type is flat and has little to no
vegetation. Typically, vegetation is limited to the edges of the landscape and may consist of iodine bush, marsh
spikerush, rice grass, and saltbush. The lack of vegetation creates a strong contrast in color between the
surrounding valley plains and mountain ranges. The irregular shape of these features also creates a strong form
within the valley basin. Cultural modifications include primarily roads and fences for grazing activities. Pipelines do
cross this unit; however, due to the lack of vegetation and light color of the soil, there is minimal overall effect on

the scenic quality.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 1 Flat, level landscape
Vegetation 1 Some scattered grasses and shrubs, mostly near edges
Water 1 Ephemeral; water present after storm events
Color 1 Beige
Adjacent Scenery 1.5 Valley plains, alluvial
Scarcity 2.5 Not very common in area
Cultural Modification 0 Cattle fence
Total Score for Scenic Quality 8 C
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless
4. Landscape Character (Features)
Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Flat, level Small, low, sparse patches N/A
Line Horizontal, straight Irregular, broken N/A
Color Tans, beige Dull green N/A
Texture Fine Fine, scattered N/A
Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1of 2

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-107
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

Location Date

Location Time

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from an unimproved road

Location

Viewing Direction

3/2/2010

16:42

32°15'14.13"N

. 108°56'51.90"W NE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Appendix D1-108

Sheet 2 of 2
Desert Playa (304)
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Resource Management Plan Amendments
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Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Plains
SQRU Number: 305 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Las Cruces, Roswell, Safford, Socorro, Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Plains display typical characteristics of the basins of the Basin and Range
physiographic region, and include the Sulphur Valley, San Simon Valley, Animas Valley, and Tularosa Valley. The
Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Plains are fairly flat, with sections of bolsons and aggraded landscapes or minor
drainages that drain into playas or major drainage systems such as washes, creeks, or rivers. Vegetation can vary
greatly within this landscape type, but is typically dominated by grasses and often includes scattered succulents,
such as agave or yucca, and short and tall shrubs, such as creosote or mesquite. Within the study area much of this
landscape type has been converted to creosote dominated scrub, most likely through intensive grazing and other
land uses. The varied patterns and colors of the vegetation and soil types create a medium to fine textured
landscape that is contrasted by the large forms and often stark slopes of the adjacent hills and mountain ranges.
Cultural modifications include roads; utilities such as power lines, gas mains, and substations; farming; and grazing
activities and residential areas.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 1 Flat, level
Vegetation 1.5 Grasses, creosote, yucca, mesquite, agave
Water 0 None
Color | 2 Variations of greens, tans, and reddish soils
Adjacent Scenery 2.5 Mountain ranges, hills, and foothills
Scarcity 15 Common landform within study area
Cultural Modification -1 Roads, despersed residents, utility infrastructure
Total Score for Scenic Quality 75 C
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures

Form Flat Indistinct, irregular patches Narrow, vertical, and horizontal;
geometric

Line Horizontal, straight Horizontal, irregular, broken  Tall, straight, thin, angular, convex,

parallel in areas
Color Browns, tans, reds Greens, beige, brown Dark and light gray
Texture Fine Fine to medium Coarse to medium, uniform,
ordered

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 1 of 3
Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Plains (305)

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Appendix D1-109 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from Cascabel Road

Location Date

Location Time

Location

Viewing Direction

2/18/2010

9:32

32°12'42.20"N

110° 7'19.92"W NW

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sheet 2 of 3

Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Plains (305)
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Location Date

6. SQRU Photo 2
Location Time

View from White Sands Missle Range Route 18

Location

Viewing Direction

2/16/2010

11:21

33°59'20.72"N

106°39'10.25"W SwW

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Sheet 3 of 3

Chihuahuan Semidesert Grassland Plains (305)
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Sonoran Creosote Desert Valley
SQRU Number: 306 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
BLM Field Office: Lower Sonoran, Tucson

1. Scenic Quality Evaluators
LDavidson, DDettmann, Clohnson, CLangley, MSchwartz.

2. Rating Unit Narrative for Scenic Qualit
The largely horizontal form of the Sonoran Creosote Desert Valley is typical of the Basin and Range physiographic
province and is defined by adjacent foothill and mountain landscapes, including the Rincon and Picacho mountains.
Within the study area, vegetation consists mainly of creosote bush with burrobush as the co-dominant species. The
ground is typically bare between shrubs and the canopy cover is low, due to the wide, random spacing of the
vegetation. There are limited occurrences of saguaros within this landscape unit. Texture is uniformly medium and
color variety is low, due to the minimal contrast between the muted green of the vegetation and the tan ground
plain. Cultural modifications found within the landscape include range improvements, roads, dispersed residences,
pipelines, transmission lines, and multiple substation facilities.

Factor Rating Explanation
Landform 1 Flat, level
Vegetation 2.5 Creosote dominant, burrobush, mesquite, some occurrence of saguaros
Water 0 None
Color 15 Dull green and tan ground plane
Adjacent Scenery 2.5 Rincon and Picacho mountains in distance, hills
Scarcity | 1.5 Common in area
Cultural Modification -2 Roads, transmission lines, pipelines, substations, residences
Total Score for Scenic Quality | 7 C
Scenic Quality Classification A=19 or more B=12-18 C=11.50rless

4. Landscape Character (Features)

Element Landform/Water Vegetation Structures
Form Flat, level Indistinct Tall, geometric, transparent
Line Straight, horizontal Irregular, broken Thin, vertical, horizontal, angular,
rectangular, parallel
Color Brown Muted greens Gray, dull gray, white, brown
Texture Fine Medium, even, random Uniformly fine, ordered; coarse and
complex

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1
Sheet 1 of 2
Sonoran Creosote Desert Valley (306)
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5. SQRU Location Map and IOP Locations

6. SQRU Photo 1 View from an unimproved road

Location Date Location Time Location Viewing Direction

2/10/2010 11:54 32°33'54.49'N | 111°17'41.08"W NE

Note: This form is a modified version of BLM Form 8400-1

Sheet 2 of 2
Sonoran Creosote Desert Valley (306)
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