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Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
San Juan Energy Connect Project 

LEAD AGENCY: US Department of Interior (DOI), Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

COOPERATING 
AGENCIES: 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Rural Utilities Service (RUS), Western Area 
Power Administration (Western), Southern Ute Indian Tribe (SUIT), the 
New Mexico State Land Office, LaPlata County, and the Navajo Nation 

LOCATION: Near Shiprock, New Mexico to Ignacio, Colorado 

TYPE OF ACTION:  Proposed 230 kV transmission line and supporting facilities originating near 
the existing Shiprock Substation in New Mexico, and terminating at an 
expanded Iron Horse Substation in Ignacio, Colorado. 

CONTACTS: Requests for additional information or copies of the document: 
Marcy Romero, Project Manager, 505.564.7727 

ABSTRACT: Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association Inc. (Tri-State) filed a 
preliminary application for a right-of-way grant with the BLM Farmington 
Field Office (FFO) for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a new 
230 kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line, access roads, two new 
substations, and expansion of an existing substation. The proposed 65-mile 
transmission line would run from near Shiprock, New Mexico to Ignacio, 
Colorado and much of the new transmission line would be located adjacent 
to existing transmission lines. It would deliver electricity generated at 
existing facilities to improve reliability of the transmission system and meet 
increasing demand in the San Juan Basin.   

 The BLM prepared this Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate 
the potential impacts to the human environment in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), BLM guidance  
(H-1790-1), and other applicable regulations and guidance.  

 Comments on this Draft EIS will be accepted for 45 calendar days following 
the date the US Environmental Protection Agency publishes its Notice of 
Availability in the Federal Register. 
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