
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
New Mexico 

 
                                  MINING CLAIMS AND SITES SERVICE CHARGES AND FEES 
 
    New Mexico State Office Address: 
                                                         301 Dinosaur Trail 
    Santa Fe, New Mexico  87508 
                 or 
                   PO Box 27115 
    Santa Fe, New Mexico  87502-0115 
 
  Phone:  (505) 954-2098 Fax Machine:  (505) 954-2115 
 
REMINDER:  ALL DOCUMENTS FILED WITH BLM MUST BE ACCOMPANIED WITH THE PROPER 
FEES AND ARE CONSIDERED OFFICIALLY FILED WHEN THE PROPER FEES ARE PAID.  THE FILING 
AND PROPER FEES MUST BE RECEIVED ON OR BEFORE THE DUE DATE. 
 
                      DOCUMENT                                    FEES 
 
Lode Claim, Mill Site, Tunnel Site Location Notice 
(per claim/site) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRANSACTION AMOUNT 
Non-refundable 
Processing Fee 

$ 20 

Location Fee $ 34 
Initial 
Maintenance Fee  

$140 

Total $194 
 

Placer Claim and Association Placer Claim 
Location Notice includes processing fee and 
location fee (per claim). 
In the Department of the Interior’s annual appropriations 
act for Fiscal Year 2012, Congress changed the way that 
maintenance fees for placer mining claims are assessed.  
Instead of charging the maintenance fee on a per-claim 
basis, Congress stated that the fee (currently $140) 
should be assessed on each 20-acre parcel of a placer 
claim or portion thereof. 
 
The regulations were published in the Federal Register on 
July 27, 2012, 77 FR 44155-44158. The BLM will notify 
holders of placer mining claims who timely filed their 
maintenance fees for the 2013 assessment year and give 
them an opportunity to pay the adjusted fees or 
relinquish the acreage in excess of 20 acres.  Please note 
that in order to be given the opportunity to cure; you 
must timely pay the maintenance fees for your placer 
mining claims for the 2013 assessment year. 

 
PLACER 
20-ACRE             
NOL FEE             

PLACER 
ACRES 

   $194 
   $334 
   $474 
   $614 
   $754 
   $894 
  $1034 
  $1174 

UP TO 20 
20.001 TO 40 
40.001 TO 60 
60.001 TO 80 
80.001 TO 100 
100.001 TO 120 
120.001 TO 140 
140.001 TO 160 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Annual Maintenance Fee must be paid on or before 
September 1. 
 
For lode claims, mill sites and tunnel sites 
(per claim/site) (Form 3830-5) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TRANSACTION AMOUNT 
Maintenance Fee  $140 

 
 

Annual Maintenance Fee must be paid on or before 
September 1. 
 
NEW  - INCREASED MAINTENANCE FEE FOR  
PLACER CLAIMS: a $140 annual maintenance fee for 
each 20 acres of the placer claim or portion thereof. 
(Form 3830-5a) 
 

 
PLACER 
20-ACRE 
MF FEE 

    PLACER  
    ACRES 

    $140 
    $280 
    $420 
    $560 
    $700 
    $840 
    $980 
  $1,120 

UP TO 20 
20.001 TO 40 
40.001 TO 60 
60.001 TO 80 
80.001 TO 100 
100.001 TO 120 
120.001 TO 140 
140.001 TO 160 

 

Maintenance Fee Waiver Certification must be filed 
on or before September 1.  Can only file if you have 
10 claims or less bureau-wide.  (Form 3830-2) 

                            No fee. 

Notice of Intent to Hold (per claim/site) 
Must be filed on or before December 30 following 
the submission of a waiver request. 
Filed for the first year the claim was located when 
claimant is switching from Maintenance Fee to 
Waiver. 

                         $10 
 

Affidavit of Annual Assessment Work/Proof of 
Labor (per claim/site) must be filed on or before 
December 30. If you submitted waiver, you must 
perform assessment work for the assessment year 
in which BLM waived the maintenance fee.   
(Form 3830-4) 

                         $10 
 
 
 
 

Amendment (per claim/site) 
Amended Location Notices must be recorded at the 
proper county recorder’s office prior to recordation 
with the BLM (Regulation 43 CFR 3833.22).  You 
must record Amended Location Notices with the 
BLM with 90 days after you record the Amended 
Location Notice in the local/county recording office.  
BLM will not recognize any amendment to your 
mining claim until you file it properly. 
 

                         $10 



 

Map must be submitted for all claims/sites that 
shows the claim/site name and boundaries, and 
boundaries of Section(s), one map may be 
submitted for two or more claims/sites as long as 
each claim/site is clearly identified. 
 

                        No fee. 

Transfer of Interest (per claim/site per transferee) 
Each transferee must pay per claim/site per 
document. 

                          $10 

Change of Address (per claim/site)                              No fee. 
Notice of Abandonment/Relinquishment 
(all or part of claim)(all closes the claim) 

                        No fee. 

Notice of Relinquishment of Individual Ownership 
of Claim 

                        No fee. 

Notice of Intent to Locate a Lode or Placer Mining 
Claim(s) and/or a Tunnel Site(s) on Lands Patented 
under the Stock Raising Homestead Act of 1916 as 
Amended by the Act of April 16, 1993. 
 
Used prior to locating mining claims/sites on lands 
patented and the minerals are reserved under the 
SRHA. (Form 3830-3) 

                          $30 

Petition for Deferment of Assessment Work                               $105 
Adverse Claim                               $105 
Protest                                $65 
Mineral Patent Application (MPA) 
(more than 10 claims) 
(10 or fewer claims) 
Currently BLM is not accepting MPA due to a 
Congressional  Moratorium 
 

 
                            $2995 
                            $1495 

 


