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LEASE NOTICE  
PROTECTION OF THE DUNES SAGEBRUSH LIZARD 

This lease may encompass suitable and occupied habitat of the dunes sagebrush 
lizard (Sceloporus arenicolus).  The lizard can be found in active or semi-active 
sand dunes with shinnery oak vegetation.  All or portions of the lease may 
contain suitable or occupied habitat of this special status species.  

The Bureau of Land Management through its NEPA process, is responsible for 
assuring that the leased lands are examined prior to any surface disturbing 
activities on the lands covered by this lease to determine potential impacts to the 
lizard and it’s habitat.  

In accordance with Section 6 of the lease terms, the lessee may be required to 
conduct an examination of the lands to determine the occurrence of the lizard 
(peak activity is May – August).  Protocol for these surveys can be found in the 
2008 Pecos District Special Status Species Resource Management Plan 
Amendment.  The survey would be conducted by a qualified biologist or 
herpetologist approved by the Bureau of Land Management.  A report of the 
findings would be submitted to the authorized officer.  

Exploration and lease development activities may be limited to areas outside of 
suitable or occupied habitat within the lease. If the surface management agency 
determines that lease development activities may adversely impact suitable or 
occupied habitat, restrictions to the lessee's proposal or denial of any beneficial 
use of the lease may result.  

Conditions of Approval for Applications for Permit to Drill or Sundry Notices may 
be developed to protect habitat for the dunes sagebrush lizard. The lessee will 
take such measures as may be required by the authorized officer to protect the 
lizard and it’s habitat.  
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