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In Reply Refer To
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Subject: Commnet Wireless Communications’ Proposed Tower Project - Embudo, New Mexico
Dcar Interested Citizen:

This letter initiates the public scoping for a Commnet Wircless Four Corners, LLC (Commnet)
60-foot monopole communications tower proposed near the communities of Dixon and Embudo,
New Mexico. The proposed project area is located on lands managed by the Taos Field Office
(TFO) of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) between Dixon and Embudo 1.1 miles east of
the intersection of highways NM 68 and NM 75. The site is located 0.95 mile along an existing
access road from NM 68. The legal description of the project site, including the access road is
Township 23N, Range 10E, section 21. See attached map.

Project Description / Proposed Action

Commnet is proposing to install a LiteSite monopole tower to host three panel antennas that
would provide mobile and data communication services to the Dixon-Embudo area. The purpose
of the proposed tower is to provide greater communication services that would enhance the
public safety of the area’s residents and visitors and increase the economic viability of the area.
The proposed new disturbance would be 15 x 15 feet (225 square feet). Facilities installed onsite
for the life of the project would include the monopole tower, a steel-framed square foundation,
and a 6-foot-tall chain link fence, topped by 12” of barbed wire encircling the 15 x 15-foot base
area. No ground penetration or concrete pad would be necessary for the construction of a
LiteSitec communications tower.

The tower site would be accessed via an existing road across about 1 mile of public land. A
LiteSite communication tower comes in small pieces and can be assembled onsite within a short
period of time, without the use of a crane. Commnet proposes to utilize a small staging arca for
a day or two just inside the fence off of Hwy 68. An all-terrain fork lift would bring the tower
components via the existing access road from the staging area to the tower site and the tower
would be erected by the same piece of equipment. Total duration of construction would be
approximately five days. The tower would be constructed of unpainted galvanized steel so as to
visually blend with the sky, thereby reducing its overall visual impact. The tower would be
visited approximately six times per year for routine maintenance.

Commnet has filed an application for legal right-of-way with the BLM TFO for use of, and
access to, the tower site. The BLM TFO is requiring that an environmental assessment (EA) be
prepared to implement the public disclosure requirements of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA). The EA will analyze potential impacts to resources such as wildlife, cultural
resources, and visual and scenic values. The TFO has determined that an EA is the appropriate



level of analysis due to the location of the proposed project within the Lower Gorge Area of
Critical Environmental Concern. All required cultural and biological resource surveys have been
completed and those results will be incorporated into the EA.

The EA will be available for a public review and comment period anticipated to begin in June
2013. Notification will be provided when the EA becomes available for public review.

Purpose and Need

The BLM’s purpose is to provide for the authorized use of public lands in a manner that serves the
public interest and minimizes potential impacts to the affected environment. The need for the action
is established by the BLM’s responsibility under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (FLPMA) to respond to an application for a right-of-way grant for use of federal land. The
BLM will decide whether or not to grant the right-of-way, and if so, under what terms and
conditions.

Comments
It you have any information or comments regarding this proposed project, please send thesc in
writing on or before May 31, 2013 to:

Bureau of Land Management
c/o Jason Romero

226 Cruz Alta Road

Taos, New Mexico 87571

Comments can also be submitted by email to jaromero@blm.gov. For additional information,
please contact Jason Romero, Realty Specialist, at 575-751-4726.

We greatly appreciate your interest in our management of public lands.
Sincerely,
SAQ s
Sam DesGeorges
Taos Field Manager
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