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APPENDIX I 

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES 

POTENTIALLY OCCURRING IN THE PLANNING AREA BY COUNTY 
 

TABLE I-1 

SPECIAL STATUS ANIMAL SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURRING IN THE PLANNING AREA BY COUNTY 

Species 

Counties Status 

Key Habitat Sierra Otero Doña Ana Federal State USFS BLM 

BIRDS 

American peregrine falcon 

Falco peregrinus anatum 

X X X ESA SC 

ESA (delisted 1998) 

MBTA 

NM T USFS S  4, 5, 7 

American redstart 

Setophaga ruticilla tricolora 

 X X   USFS S  5, 7 

Arctic peregrine falcon 

Falco peregrinus tundrius 

X X X ESA SC 

ESA (delisted 1998) 

MBTA 

NM T USFS S  4, 5, 7 

Arizona Grasshopper sparrow 

Ammodramus savannarum 

 X     S 1 

Bairds sparrow 

Ammodramus bairdii 

X X X ESA SC 

 

NM T USFS S S 1, 6 

Bald eagle 

Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

X X X ESA LT (proposed delisting; 

recovery plan 1982) 

EPA 

NM T USFS S S 1, 5, 6, 7 

Bell’s vireo 

Vireo bellii arizonae 

X X X ESA SC 

 

NM T USFS S  7 

Belted kingfisher 

Ceryle alcyon 

X X X   USFS S  7 

Bendire’s thrasher 

Toxostoma bendirei 

  X    S 1 

Black tern 

Chlidonias niger surinamensis 

X X X ESA SC    7 

Black-necked stilt 

Himantopus mexicanus 

 X X   USFS S  7 

Broad-billed hummingbird 

Cynanthus latirostris magicus 

  X  NM T USFS S  1, 5, 7 

Brown pelican 

Pelecanus occidentalis carolinensis 

X X   NM E   7 

Buff-collared nightjar 

Caprimulgus ridgwayi ridgwayi 

  X  NM E    
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SPECIAL STATUS ANIMAL SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURRING IN THE PLANNING AREA BY COUNTY 

Species 

Counties Status 

Key Habitat Sierra Otero Doña Ana Federal State USFS BLM 

Chestnut-collared longspur 

Calcarius ornatus 

X X X    S 1 

Common black-hawk 

Buteogallus anthracinus anthracinus 

X X X ESA SC NM T   7 

Common ground-dove 

Columbina passerina pallescens 

X X X  NM E USFS S  1, 7 

Costa’s hummingbird 

Calypte costae 

  X MBTA NM T USFS S  1, 7 

Elegant trogon 

Trogon elegans canescens 

X X   NM E USFS S  1, 3, 7 

Elf owl 

Micrathene whitneyi whitneyi 

X     USFS S  3, 4, 7 

Ferruginous hawk 

Buteo regalis 

X X X MBTA  USFS S  1, 2, 3, 6, 7 

Flammulated owl 

Otus flammeolus 

 X    USFS S  4, 5, 7 

Gray catbird 

Dumetella carolinensis ruficrissa 

 X X   USFS S  7 

Gray vireo 

Vireo vicinior 

X X X  NM T USFS S  5 

Great egret 

Ardea alba egretta 

X X    USFS S  7 

Interior least tern 

Sterna antilarum athalassos  

X X X ESA LE NM E   7 

Loggerhead shrike 

Lanius ludovicianus 

X X X  NM S   1, 2, 4, 6, 7 

Long-billed curlew 

Numenius americanus americanus 

 X X   USFS S  7 

Lucifer hummingbird 

Calothorax lucifer 

X   MBTA NM T USFS S  2, 7 

Mexican spotted owl 

Strix occidentalis lucida 

X X X ESA LT  CH (recovery plan 

1995) 

NM S USFS S  4, 5, 7 

Mississippi kite 

Ictinia mississippiensis 

X X X   USFS S  1, 4, 7 

Mountain plover 

Charadrius montanus 

X X X ESA SC NM S USFS S  7 

Neotropic cormorant 

Phalacrocorax brasilianus 

X X X  NM T USFS S  7 
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SPECIAL STATUS ANIMAL SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURRING IN THE PLANNING AREA BY COUNTY 

Species 

Counties Status 

Key Habitat Sierra Otero Doña Ana Federal State USFS BLM 

Northern aplomado falcon 

Falco femoralis septentrionalis 

X X X ESA LE 

ESA ExNe 

NM E USFS S  1, 6 

Northern goshawk 

Accipiter gentilis 

X X X ESA SC NM S   4, 5, 7 

Painted bunting 

Passerina ciris 

X X X    S 4, 5 

Piñon Jay 

Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus 

X X X    S 4, 5 

Snowy egret 

Egretta thula brewsteri 

X  X   USFS S  7 

Sora 

Porzana Carolina 

 X X   USFS S  7 

Southwestern willow flycatcher 

Empidonax traillii extimus 

X X X ESA LE w/ CH (recovery plan 

2002) 

MBTA 

NM E   7 

Sprague’s pipit 

Anthus spragueii 

X X X MBTA  USFS S S 2, 6 

Swainson’s hawk 

Buteo swainsoni 

X X X   USFS S  1, 5, 6, 7 

Varied bunting 

Passerina versicolor 

X X X  NM T USFS S  1, 7 

Violet-crowned hummingbird 

Amazilia violiceps ellioti 

  X MBTA NM T    2, 7 

Western burrowing owl 

Athene cunicularia hypugaea 

X X X ESA SC   S 1, 2, 6, 7 

Western snowy plover 

Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus 

X X X   USFS S  7 

White-faced ibis 

Plegadis chihi 

X X X   USFS S  7 

Whooping crane 

Grus americana 

X   ESA LE (recovery plan 1995) 

MBTA 

NM E USFS S  7 

Yellow-billed cuckoo 

Coccyzus americanus 

X  X ESA C NM S USFS S  7 

MAMMALS 

Big free-tailed bat 

Nyctinomops macrotis 

 X X  NM S   2, 3, 4, 5, 7 

Black-footed ferret 

Mustela nigripes 

X X  ESA LE- ExNe (recovery plan 

1978, revised 1988) 

NM S USFS S  1, 2, 6 
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Species 

Counties Status 

Key Habitat Sierra Otero Doña Ana Federal State USFS BLM 

Black-tailed prairie dog 

Cynomys ludovicianus arizonensis 

X¹ 
(introduced 

population) 

X  ESA SC NM S USFS S S 1, 2, 6 

Botta’s pocket gopher 

Thomomys bottae tularosae 

X X   NM S 

NM End 

  1, 2, 5, 6, 7 

Cave myotis 

Myotis velifer 

 X   NM S USFS S  1, 2, 3, 5, 7 

Chihuahuan pronghorn  

Antilocapra americana mexicana 

X  X  NM E (recovery/ 

management 

plan) 

USFS S  1, 2, 6 

Common hog-nosed skunk 

Conepatus leuconotus 

X X X  NM S   1, 2, 3, 5, 6 

Desert bighorn sheep 

Ovis Canadensis mexicana 

X  X  NM E w/CH 

(recovery/ 

management 

plan) 

USFS S  1, 3, 7 

Desert pocket gopher 

Geomys arenarius arenarius 

  X ESA SC    1, 2 

Desert pocket gopher 

Geomys arenarius brevirostris 

X X  ESA SC NM S  

NM End 

  1, 2 

Fringed myotis 

Myotis thysanodes thysanodes 

X X X  NM S   1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 

7 

Gray-footed chipmunk 

Neotamias canipes sacramentoensis 

 X   NM S 

NM End 

  5 

Gray-footed chipmunk 

Neotamias canipes canipes 

 X      5 

Gunnison’s prairie dog 

Cynomys gunnisoni 

X    NM S   1, 2, 5, 7 

Long-eared myotis 

Myotis evotis evotis 

X    NM S   5, 7 

Long-legged myotis 

Myotis volans interior 

X X X  NM S   1, 2, 3, 5, 7 

New Mexican meadow jumping mouse  

Zapus hudsonius luteus 

 X  ESA SC 

ESA C  

NM E USFS S S 7 

Occult little brown myotis 

Myotis lucifugus occultus 

X X X  NM S USFS S  3, 4, 5, 7 

Organ Mountains Colorado chipmunk 

Neotamias quadrivittatus australis 

  X ESA SC NM T   5 

Pecos River muskrat 

Ondatra zibethicus ripensis 

X  X ESA SC NM S   7 



I-5 

TABLE I-1 

SPECIAL STATUS ANIMAL SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURRING IN THE PLANNING AREA BY COUNTY 

Species 

Counties Status 

Key Habitat Sierra Otero Doña Ana Federal State USFS BLM 

Penasco least chipmunk 

Neotamias minimus atristriatus 

 X  ESA SC  NM E 

NM End 

  4, 7 

Plains pocket mouse 

Perognathus flavescens gypsi 

 X   NM S 

NM End 

  1, 2 

Red fox 

Vulpes vulpes 

 X X  NM S USFS S  5, 6, 7 

Ringtail 

Bassariscus astutus 

X X X  NM S   1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 

Rock pocket mouse 

Chaetodipus intermedius ater 

X X X  NM S 

NM End 

  1, 2 

Rock squirrel 

Spermophilus variegates tularosae 

 X   NM S 

NM End  

  1, 2 

Spotted bat 

Euderma maculatum 

 X X  NM T USFS S S 5, 7 

Townsend’s big-eared bat 

Plecotus townsendii 

X X X ESA SC NM S USFS S S 3, 4, 5 

Western red bat 

Lasiurus blossevillii 

  X ESA SC  USFS S S 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 

Western small-footed myotis 

Myotis ciliolabrum melanorhinus 

X X X  NM S   1, 2, 3, 5, 7 

Western spotted skunk 

Spilogale gracilis 

X X X  NM S   1, 2, 3, 7 

White-nosed coati 

Nasua narica 

  X    S 3, 4, 5, 7 

White Sands woodrat 

Neotoma micropus leucophaea 

X X X ESA SC    1, 2 

Yuma myotis 

Myotis yumanensis 

X  X  NM S   1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7 

REPTILES/AMPHIBIANS 

Big Bend slider 

Trachemys gaigeae 

X    NM S  S 7 

Bleached earless lizard 

Holbrookia maculata ruthveni 

 X X  NM S 

NM End 

  1, 2 

Chiricahua leopard frog 

Rana chiricahuensis 

X   ESA LT NM S   3, 4, 7 

Desert kingsnake 

Lampropeltis getula splendida 

X X X   USFS S  1, 2, 3, 7 

Little white whiptail 

Aspidoscelis gypsi 

 X X  NM S 

NM End 

  1, 2 
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SPECIAL STATUS ANIMAL SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURRING IN THE PLANNING AREA BY COUNTY 

Species 

Counties Status 

Key Habitat Sierra Otero Doña Ana Federal State USFS BLM 

Mottled rock rattlesnake 

Crotalus lepidus lepidus 

 X    NM T   7 

Northern leopard frog 

Rana pipiens 

X X X   USFS S  7 

Sacramento Mountain salamander 

Aneides hardii 

 X  ESA SC NM T 

NM End 

  5, 7 

Southwestern toad 

Bufo microscaphus microscaphus 

X    NM S USFS S S 5, 7 

Texas horned lizard 

Phrynosoma cornutum 

X X X   USFS S  1, 2, 6, 7 

FISH 

Desert sucker 

Catostomus clarki 

X   ESA SC NM S  S 7 

Gila trout 

Oncorhynchus gilae 

X   ESA LT (recovery plan) NM T USFS S  7 

Longfin dace 

Agosia chrysogaster 

X      S 7 

Rio Grande chub 

Gila Pandora 

X X   NM S   7 

Rio Grande cutthroat trout 

Oncorhynchus clarki virginalis 

X X  ESA  NM S USFS S  7 

Rio Grande silvery minnow 

Hybognathus amarus 

X- 

Extirpated 

 X-

Extirpated 

ESA LE NM E USFS S  7 

Rio Grande sucker 

Catostomus plebeius 

X     USFS S  7 

Sonora sucker 

Catostomus insignis 

X   ESA SC NM S  S 7 

White Sands pupfish 

Cyprinodon Tularosa 

X X  ESA SC 

ESA Cooperative Agreement 

NM T 

NM End 

  7 

INVERTEBRATES 

Anthony blister beetle 

Lytta miriflica 

  X ESA SC    2 

Cloudcroft checkerspot butterfly 

Occidryas anicia cloudcrofti 

 X  ESA PE (2003) NM S 

NM End 

  5 

Desert viceroy butterfly 

Limenitis archippus obsoleta 

   ESA SC    * 

Doña Ana talussnail 

Sonorella todseni 

  X ESA SC NM T  S 1 
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SPECIAL STATUS ANIMAL SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURRING IN THE PLANNING AREA BY COUNTY 

Species 

Counties Status 

Key Habitat Sierra Otero Doña Ana Federal State USFS BLM 

Mineral Creek mountain snail 

Oreohelix pilsbryi 

X   ESA SC NM T 

NM End 

  5 

Obsolete viceroy butterfly 

Basilarchia archippus obsoleta 

X  X   USFS S  * 

Sacramento checkerspot butterfly 

Euphydryas anicia cloudcrofti 

 X  ESA PE (2003) NM S 

NM End 

  5 

Sacramento Mountains blue butterfly 

Icaricia icariodes 

 X  ESA SC    4, 5 

Sacramento Mountains silverspot 

butterfly 

Speyeria atlantis capitanensis 

 X  ESA SC    4, 5 

Socorro mountainsnail 

Oreohelix neomexicana 

 X   NM S 

NM End 

  3, 5 

Southwest pearly checkerspot butterfly 

Charidryas acastus Sabina 

X   ESA SC     

Cornudas Mountains woodland snail 

Ashmunella amblya cornudasensis 

 X   NM End  S 1 

SOURCE: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2005a 

NOTES:  ? = inexact or uncertain numeric rank or unknown occurrence in the county; BLM = Bureau of Land Management; NA = not applicable; USFS = U.S. Forest Service, X = found 

in county 

Status Definitions 

Federal: 

EPA= Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940 

ESA:  Endangered Species Act.  LE= listed as endangered; LT= listed as threatened; PE= proposed as endangered; PT= proposed as threatened; SC= species of concern; 

C=candidate; ExNe= experimental nonessential population; CA= conservation agreement; CH= critical habitat 

MBTA= Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

USFS:   U.S. Forest Service; S= Forest Service sensitive 

State:  

NM = New Mexico; NM E= State listed as endangered; NM T= State listed as threatened; NM S = State sensitive informal; NM End= endemic to New Mexico  

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): 

BLM: Bureau of Land Management; S= sensitive 

Key Habitat Definitions 

SOURCES: New Mexico Department of Game and Fish: Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy of New Mexico, Biota Information System of New Mexico 

NOTES:  1 = Chihuahuan semidesert grasslands; 2 = Western Great Plains sandhill sagebrush shrubland; 3 = Madrean encinal; 4 = Madrean pine-oak/conifer-oak; 5 = 

Rocky Mountain mixed-conifer forest and woodland; 6 = Western Great Plains shortgrass prairie; 7 = riparian/ aquatic; * =  habitat associations unknown 
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TABLE I-2 

SPECIAL STATUS PLANT SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURRING IN THE PLANNING AREA BY COUNTY 

Species 

Counties Status New Mexico 

Natural Heritage 

Program Ranking Sierra Otero Doña Ana Federal  State  USFS BLM  

Grayish-white giant hyssop 

Agastache cana 

X  X  S   S3 

Organ Mountains giant hyssop 

Agastache pringlei var. verticillata 

 X   S   S2 

Allium gooddingii  X  ESA SC     

Howard’s gyp ringstem 

Anulocaulis leiosolenus var. howardii 

 X   S   SNR 

Chapline’s columbine 

Aquilegia chaplinei 

 X   S USFS S  S2 

Sacramento prickly poppy 

Argemone pleiacantha ssp. pinnatisecta 

 X  ESA LE E USFS E   

Tall milkvetch 

Astragalus altus 

 X   S USFS S SS S2 

Castetter’s milkvetch 

Astragalus castetteri 

X X? X  S   S3 

Astragalus gypsodes     S   S2 

New Mexico milkvetch 

Astragalus neomexicanus 

 X   S   S3 

Besseya oblongifolia  X   S   S2 

Organ Mountains paintbrush 

Castilleja organorum 

X  X  S  SS S3 

Chaetopappa elegans X X? X? ESA SC     

Chenopodium cycloides X  X ESA SC     

Guadalupe rabbitbush 

Chrysothamnus=  Ericameria nauseosus 

var. texensis 

 X  ESA SC  USFS S SS S2 

Gila thistle 

Cirsium gilense 

X    S USFS S  S2 

Plain thistle 

Cirsium inornatum 

 X   S   S4 

Sacramento Mountains thistle 

Cirsium vinaceum 

 X  ESA LT E  SS S2 

Wright’s marsh thistle 

Cirsium wrightii 

X? X  ESA SC E   S2 

Slender spiderflower 

Cleome multicaulis 

    E  SS SH 
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Counties Status New Mexico 

Natural Heritage 

Program Ranking Sierra Otero Doña Ana Federal  State  USFS BLM  

Duncan pincushion cactus 

Coryphantha = Escobaria duncanii 

X X? X? ESA SC E  SS S1 

Sneed’s pincushion cactus 

Coryphantha = Escobaria sneedii var. 

sneedii 

  X ESA LE E  SS S2 

Warner’s dodder 

Cuscuta warneri 

    S USFS S  SNR 

New Mexico larkspur 

Delphinium novomexicanum 

 X   S   S2 

Metcalfe’s ticktrefoil 

Desmodium metcalfei 

X    S   S3 

Mogollon whitlowgrass 

Draba mogollonica 

X    S   S3 

Standley’s whitlowgrass 

Draba standleyi 

X? X X ESA SC S  SS S2 

Kuenzler’s hedgehog cactus 

Echinocereus fendleri var. kuenzleri 

 X  ESA LE E  SS S1 

Sacramento Mountains fleabane 

Erigeron rybius 

 X   S   S3 

Rock fleabane 

Erigeron scopulinus 

X    S  SS S3 

Eriogonum jamesii var. wootonii  X   S   S2 

Organ Mountains pincushion cactus 

Escobaria organensis 

  X  E  SS S2 

Sandberg pincushion cactus 

Escobaria sandbergii 

X  X  S  SS S2 

Villard pincushion cactus 

Escobaria villardii 

 X X ESA SC E  SS S2 

New Mexico gumweed 

Grindelia arizonica var. neomexicana 

X    S   G473 

New Mexico stickseed 

Hackelia hirsuta 

    S   G4 

Mescalero pennyroyal 

Hedeoma pulcherrimum 

 X X  S   S2 

Todsen’s pennyroyal 

Hedeoma todsenii 

X X  ESA LE (with 

designated 

critical habitat, 

Otero and Sierra 

counties) 

E  SS S2 
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Natural Heritage 
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Wooton’s alumroot 

Heuchera wootonii 

 X   S   S3 

Shining coralroot 

Hexalectris nitida 

 X   E  SS S1 

Arizona coralroot 

Hexalectris spicata var. arizonica 

X X X  E USFS S SS G572T4 

Vasey’s bitterweed 

Hymenoxys vaseyi 

X  X  S   G2 

Gypsum scalebroom 

Lepidospartum burgessii 

 X  ESA SC E  SS S1 

Lesquerella aurea  X   S   S2 

Lesquerella gooddingii X    S   S3 

Lesquerella lata         

Sierra Blanca lupine 

Lupinus sierrae-blancae 

 X   S   S3 

Guadalupe stickleaf 

Mentzelia humilus var. guadalupensis 

 X   S   G4T2 

Green medusa orchid 

Microthelys rubocallosa 

    S USFS S  SNR 

Hairy muhly 

Muhlenbergia villiflora var. villosa 

 X   S  SS G5T2 

Cliff nama 

Nama xylopodum 

 X   S   G4 

Organ Mountains evening primrose 

Oenothera organensis 

  X ESA SC S  SS S2 

Dune pricklypear 

Opuntia arenaria 

  X ESA SC E  SS S2 

Packera quaerens         

Night-blooming cereus 

Peniocereus greggii var. greggii 

X  X ESA SC E  SS S1 

Alamo beardtongue 

Penstemon alamosensis 

 X X ESA SC S  SS S3 

Penstemon breviculus      S   S3 

Scarlet penstemon 

Penstemon cardinalis ssp. cardinalis 

 X   S USFS S  S2 

Guadalupe penstemon 

Penstemon cardinalis ssp. regalis 

 X   S USFS S  S2 
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Metcalfe’s penstemon 

Penstemon metcalfei 

X    S   SNR 

New Mexico beardtongue 

Penstemon neomexicanus 

 X   S   S4 

Penstemon ramosus X    S   S3? 

Nodding cliff daisy 

Perityle cernua 

  X ESA SC S  SS S2 

Five-flowered rock daisy 

Perityle quinqueflora 

    S   S3 

San Andres rock daisy 

Perityle staurophylla var. homoflora 

X    S   S2 

New Mexico rock daisy 

Perityle staurophylla var. staurophylla 

X X X  S  SS SR 

Silvercup philadelphus 

Philadelphus microphyllus var. 

argyrocalyx 

 X   S   S3 

Philadelphus wootonii  X      S2? 

Mescalero milkwort 

Polygala rimulicola var. mescalerorum 

  X ESA SC E  SS S1 

Polygonatum cobrense  X      SR 

Sierra Blanca cinquefoil 

Potentilla sierrae-blancae 

 X   S   S2? 

Mescalero black currant 

Ribes mescalerium 

 X   S   S4? 

Supreme sage 

Salvia summa 

X X X  S   S3? 

Smooth figwort 

Scrophularia laevis 

  X ESA SC S  SS S2 

Mimbres figwort 

Scrophularia macrantha 

    S USFS S SS S2 

New Mexico stonecrop 

Sedum integrifolium ssp. neomexicanum 

 X   S USFS S  S1 

Sacramento groundsel 

Senecio sacramentanus 

 X   S   S3 

Gray sibara 

Sibaria grisea 

 X X  S  SS S3? 

Plank’s campion 

Silene plankii 

X  X  S  SS S2 
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Thurber’s campion 

Silene thurberi 

X    S   S3? 

Wright’s campion 

Silene wrightii 

X    S  SS S2 

Guadalupe mescal bean 

Sophora gypsophila var. guadalupensis 

 X   S USFS S SS S1 

Porter’s globe mallow 

Sphaeralcea procera 

    S  SS SH 

Talinum humile X   ESA SC     

Texas tobacco-root 

Valeriana texana 

 

 X   S   S3 

SOURCES: New Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council. 1999; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2005a 

NOTES: ? = inexact or uncertain numeric rank or unknown occurrence in the county; BLM = Bureau of Land Management; NA = not applicable; USFS = U.S. Forest Service,  

                        X = present in county 

Status Definitions 

Federal: 

ESA: LE= listed as endangered; LT=listed as threatened; SC= species of concern; CH= designated critical habitat   

State:  

E= endangered; S= Species of concern   

Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  

SS= special status species 

New Mexico Natural Heritage Program Rankings:  

S1= critically imperiled; S2= imperiled; S3= vulnerable; S4= apparently secure; SR= reported 

 

 




