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NMNM 091644
1792 (L0310)

								July 13, 2015

Dear Interested Party:

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Cruces District Office invites you to review this Environmental Assessment (EA) concerning the proposed modification to an existing mine plan of operations for the expansion of the Little Rock Mine in Grant County, New Mexico.  Pursuant to requirements described in the BLM Surface Management Regulations, 43 CFR Part 3809, Freeport McMoRan Tyrone Inc. (Tyrone) submitted the Amendment to Mine Plan of Operations NMNM091644 for the Little Rock Mine (MPO Amendment) to the BLM in September 2013.  Scoping for the project was conducted in December 2013.

In the EA process, the BLM attempts to reach out and involve the public in its review of proposed activities.  The BLM has completed their analysis pursuant to the EA and has determined that a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is appropriate under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Council on Environmental Quality implementing regulations in 40 CFR Parts 1500 to 1508.

Under the proposed action, the BLM would approve the MPO Amendment authorizing surface disturbances to BLM-managed land that are necessary for the expansion of the current open pit configuration and the continued construction, operation, and reclamation of the Little Rock Mine.  The MPO Amendment proposes:

· A limit of disturbance expanding the open pit, which includes:
· Construction, operation, and reclamation of the expanded open pit 
· Construction, operation, and reclamation of the western haul road
· Installation of instrumentation, utilities, and access for various operational, monitoring, closure, and post‐closure activities

· Two alignments for linear facilities on BLM-managed land
· Dewatering pipeline alignment #2 
· Power line alignment

Prior authorizations for the Little Rock Mine included disturbance to lands managed by the United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (USFS); however, no new disturbances are proposed on USFS managed lands as part of the MPO Amendment.

This project is subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and its implementing regulations in 36 CFR Part 800.  In accordance with 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2), the BLM will serve as the "Lead Agency" for the purposes of the Section 106 review.
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Public review of the EA is now underway for this project.  We are inviting you to comment on the EA and FONSI.  Your input is important to us, and we would like to hear about your issues and concerns.

The EA (DOI-BLM-NM-L000-2014-0001) and the FONSI are posted on BLM’s website at www.blm.gov/nm/lascruces.  The EA and FONSI are also available for review at the BLM Las Cruces District Office and the Silver City Public Library at 515 West College Avenue, Silver City.  Comments on the project must be submitted by August 18, 2015.  There are several ways in which you can submit your comments on the proposed project:

· File your comments electronically by sending them to:  BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov.  Please include "Little Rock Mine Expansion EA Comments" in the subject line of your email.

· Mail your comments to:  "Little Rock Mine Expansion EA Project," BLM Las Cruces District Office, ATTN:  Joseph Navarro, 1800 Marquess Street, Las Cruces, New Mexico 88005.

Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, be advised that your entire comment – including your personal identifying information – may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.

If you have any questions about this project, please contact Joseph Navarro, Project Lead, at (575) 525-4363.  We appreciate your participation in this proposed project.

	   Sincerely,

	   /s/David L. Wallace

	   David L. Wallace
	   Assistant District Manager
	   Division of Multi-Resources
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