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Dear Mr. Haywood:

Although | am not an mining expert, | appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) recently prepared and released for public comment by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) provided to me by people who do know about mining.

The New Mexico Copper Corporation proposes reestablishing a poly-metallic mine and processing facility located
near Hillsboro, New Mexico. The 2,190-acre project, located 13 miles from the Rio Grande, would utilize BLM-
managed public land and private property to mine and process copper and molybdenum.

Details about the proposal:
- The Copper Flat Mine will cause surface and groundwater contamination, will reduce the amount of water
flowing to adjacent streams and springs, the Rio Grande and Caballo Lake, and will have significant negative
impacts on wildlife, air quality, roads, traffic, recreation and tourism, cultural resources, and the economy.

- The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) does not provide all of the required
information to fully evaluate the proposed action and alternatives, contrary to the requirements of NEPA.
- The DEIS does not comply with the BLM's regulations for surface management because it lacks required
information necessary for evaluating the mine plan proposal and alternatives, including water management plans,
monitoring plans, post-closure management plan, interim management plan, and reclamation cost estimate.
- The proposed action and alternatives do not comply with the New Mexico Mining Act because a pit lake would
be created at mine closure that most likely will require "perpetual care" to achieve water quality standards,
potentially over hundreds of years.

The DEIS does not provide enough information for me to fully evaluate the proposed action to commence mining
and processing operations at the Copper Flat Copper mine near Hillsboro, NM. | request that the BLM amend the
DEIS to ensure that the Agency can make a decision that is based on a complete understanding of the
environmental consequences of the proposed action and alternatives and facilitate taking actions that protect,
restore, and enhance the environment. Specifically | request that BLM more fully analyze the impacts of the
proposed mining operation on water impacts. As it stands now, the DEIS does not comply with NEPA and
BLM'’s own regulations for surface management.

| believe that this project will cause surface and groundwater contamination and will reduce the amount of water
flowing to adjacent streams and springs and to the Rio Grande and Caballo Lake. The proposed action and
alternatives do not comply with the New Mexico Mining Act since a pit lake would be created at mine closure
that most likely will require "perpetual care" to achieve water quality standards potentially over hundreds of
years.

In addition to the substantial water impacts, | believe that this proposed mining operation will also have
significant negative impacts on wildlife, air quality, roads, traffic, recreation and tourism, cultural resources, and
the economy.

Due to the lack of adequate information on the substantial impacts of the proposed mining operation, | urge BLM
to disapprove the plan of operation for the Copper Flat Mine.

Sincerely,

Dr. Susan Selbin
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