Attn: Doug Haywoood February 18, 2016
Project Lead

BLM Las Cruces District Office

1800 Marquess Street

Las Cruces, NM 88005

Re: New Mexico Copper Corporation Copper Flat Mine

Dear Mr. Haywood,

| am writing to you regarding the Draft EIS for the proposed Copper Flat Mine near Hillsboro, New
Mexico.

The Copper Flat Mine is an economic necessity for Sierra County and the State of New Mexico. The tax
revenue generated by this business investment would be a boon to both the local economy and the
state, particularly at a time when oil revenue is down and our state budget is being reduced as a result
of the decrease. As you may know, the Smith’s in Socorro closed in January and it joins a long list of
other stores and shops in town that have been shuttered. Folks from Socorro are commuting to
Albuquerque just to find employment. It is not unthinkable that some members of our community
would commute to Hillsboro to benefit from the high paying jobs mining offers. In this way, the Copper
Flat Mine would benefit not only Sierra County but the surrounding area as well. In addition, the more
companies that are welcome in our state the more that will come. If other companies, especially mining
companies, see that it is possible to do business in our state in a timely and reasonable fashion it will
encourage additional economic development.

Please do not delay this project any further. The EIS is very thorough and complete. Many years of
research and study by qualified, unbiased professionals has generated a very detailed and informative
document. | cannot see how any additional studies would be needed—or justified. If delays continue
companies may not feel they are welcome to do business in New Mexico. Further delays could be a
mistake that would have dire consequences for jobs in the area as well as for local and state revenue.
We should be excited that a company has found value in this area during such economically depressed
times and welcome the Copper Flat project with open arms so that we may all improve our economic
standing through hard work and good jobs.

As for environmental concerns, any mining activity by New Mexico Copper Corp. will also result in
remediation of environmental damage done by previous mining at the site. It is my opinion that New
Mexico Copper Corp. will leave the Copper Flat Mine area in better condition than when they found it.
The addition of a lined tailings facility would be a big improvement from the current state of the site.

It is apparent that significant scientific study of the environmental impact of the project has been
conducted by independent and unbiased professionals in their respective fields in the process of
preparing the Draft EIS. These professionals have determined that no environmental harm will come to
the flora or fauna through mining activity. The science does not lie and is far better evidence than the
“feeling” some folks may have that any progress is destruction.

Significant scientific study has also been allocated to the impacts the mine might have on groundwater.
These impacts would be minimal at best through the life of the mine and would not noticeably affect the
surrounding water wells that the community relies on. Pumping tests have been completed on the wells
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that would be used for production and the tests show no significant detriment to the groundwater. In
addition, the wells that would be used for production were used in the 1980s and no detriment to the
local water supply was noted then or is noted now. Also, more than 70% the water used during mining
would be reclaimed from mining processes, showing that the majority of the water used throughout the
mine life would be recycled and would not be sourced from the groundwater.

As the permitting process continues, please consider the positive impacts an operating and producing
Copper Flat Mine would have on the surrounding community, the economy, our state budget, and the
environment. Please permit this project as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Crystal Robinson





