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Comments on BLM DEIS  
 

Impact on NM Highway 152 due to Copper Flats Mining Operation 
 

Highway 152 was designed and built for rural (low density) use. 
 
Trucks hauling concentrate from the mine to Interstate-25 would be heavier than the combined load 
of 35 tons in the DEIS. The loaded truck/trailer will be closer to 43 tons because the tare weight of the 
truck and trailer was not considered.  
 
For trucks that have a max load capacity of 25 tons, the tare weight (unloaded) is ~8 tons. Gross 
weight is then 31 tons. For trailers that have a maximum load capacity of 10 tons, the tare weight is ~2 
tons. Gross weight is then 12 tons for a total of 43 tons. 
 

Based on 8 trips/day,1 District One Transportation Maintenance Funding gross weight on Road 152 from the mine 
to I-25 would be: 43 x 8 = 344 tons/day loaded; the return trip to the mine would be: 10 x 8 = 80 
tons/day empty. Traffic impact on Highway 152 just from concentrator hauling would be: 344 + 80 = 
424 tons/day for an estimated 350 days/year of production. 
 
Since “NM 152 is a chipseal route and is not designed for a specific load carrying capacity, it does not 

meet minimum design specifications.” 2 District One Transportation Maintenance Funding 
 
Consequently a steady stream of 43-ton trucks would quickly destroy the road and should not be 
allowed unless the roadway is rebuilt from Mile Marker 55 east to the Interstate. Therefore (at 
minimum) a study needs to be made regarding the cumulative impact of a greatly increased 
maintenance cost. Could New Mexico State allocate funds to meet this need? The chart with NM 

Transportation Department Budget3 Sierra & Grant Counties Budget Summary indicates that District One, (which 
includes Sierra County) funds have already decreased and will continue to drop into 2017 and beyond. 
 
Hazardous materials, which will be hauled to the mine, are: Diesel fuel, gasoline, propane, explosives, 
solvents and laboratory chemicals.  
 
The all-volunteer crew in the Hillsboro Fire and Rescue Department (HFRD) are not trained or will 
likely be trained to safely handle these hazardous materials. This is because: 
 

 Expensive special HAZ-MAT truck(s) and equipment would be needed. HFRD has neither. 
 

 The current Hillsboro station house is packed and cannot accommodate any more trucks or 
equipment.  
 

 Sierra County does not have the funds to supply the equipment or the necessary special 
training. Because of the current and expected lack of state funds, new safety equipment is not 
likely to become available for many years. 

 
Because safely handling spilled/released hazardous material requires so much special equipment and 
continuous personnel training, a thorough assessment of HazMat due to mine operation needs to be 
addressed because any spill or release of toxic compounds along Highway 152 must be quickly 
controlled by trained personnel. Not being prepared for even one hazardous incident is 
unacceptable. 
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Highway 152 has no shoulder. “No improvements are planned or proposed for that portion of the 

highway east of Hillsboro.” (Koglin 1995)4 Copper Flat Final EIS 1999, Section 3.10 Transportation. This is a 
particularly dangerous condition because the highway is regularly used by bicyclists since the road has 

for many years been a nationally designated cross-country touring route.5 Southern Tier through New Mexico 

As a resident on Highway 152 I met and have ridden with dozens of these cyclists every year. 
 
Mine employees: Contrary to the statement in the DEIS, virtually no one from Hillsboro and few 
would come from Truth or Consequences. Hillsboro is occupied entirely by retired personnel and 
most of the residents in Truth or Consequences are retired, on disability or already employed within 
the community. It’s more likely that a large number of employees would come from Silver City, which 
would significantly impact Highway 152 from its beginning at Highway 180 east to the mine because 
152 climbs up to and back down from the summit at 8,200 feet. That section of 152 is subject to major 

travel limitations all year round.6 NM152 Maintenance. 1998 to 2015 summary 
 
Vehicle accidents on Highway 152 would greatly increase with preparations to open the mine and then 
during its operation. Based on a summary of the reports from the highway department in Sierra 
County, more users of the road would accelerate deterioration of the surface, especially the 

commuters from the Silver City area.7 NM152 Maintenance 1998-Dec. 15, 2015 
 
Because Highway 152 was designed and built for rural (low density) use, the anticipated 77% increase 
in traffic due to full mine operation would render the ten miles from Mile Marker 55 east to the 
Interstate a dangerously congested route for every driver.  
 
The DEIS states that, “the New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department (NMSHTD) 
has indicated that Highway 152, in its current state, could not withstand increased heavy truck traffic 
associated with the proposed Action.” For this reason, a careful assessment of the capability of 
Highway 152 needs to be addressed by the BLM without waiting for the NMSHTD to complete their 
review of a traffic impact study, which could take longer that the proposed start of construction. 
 
Consider the following sentence in the DEIS, “The current state of disrepair of the highway further 
compounds the risk of s serious accident to a level that is considered significant and therefor would 
require mitigation.” Ending the issues of increased traffic impacts cannot be concluded with, “would 
require mitigation”. What entity, when and at what cost would mitigation be carried out? 
___________________________________________ 
 
1 Copper Flat Final EIS 1999, Section 2.2.11 Transportation 
2 District One Transportation Maintenance Funding 
3 Sierra & Grant Counties Budget Summary 
4 Copper Flat Final EIS 1999, Section 3.10 Transportation 
5 Southern Tier through New Mexico 
6 NM152 Maintenance 1998 to 2015 summary 
7 NM152 Maintenance 1998-Dec. 15, 2015 
8 Traffic Safety and Planning Divisions, Data Management Bureau, under Contract 5801, University of 

New Mexico Geospatial and Population Studies, Traffic Research Unit: 
http://tru.unm.edu/Crash-Reports/Annual-Reports/annual-report-2013.pdf      
http://nmtrafficrecords.com/resources/new-mexico-uniform-crash-report/ 
http://tru.unm.edu/Crash-Maps/2013-Maps/index.html 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#sent/1535d3110e1ef66c 
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District One Transportation Maintenance Funding 

 
District One in New Mexico includes Sierra and Grant Counties. Information responsive to this item is 
attached in the Excel spreadsheet and contains the Local Government Road Fund (LGRF) Project 
amounts. There are two tabs you can click on in the spreadsheet. In addition to the spreadsheet, you can 
also obtain additional information for legislative approved funds on the NM Legislature website, which 
can be accessed using this web address http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/session_locator.aspx.  
 
Maintenance funds are not legislatively appropriated by route.  It is appropriated by lump sum for the 
entire agency for the entire fiscal year. Below are the Contract Maintenance and Field Supplies 
funding (both are maintenance activity-type funding) for fiscal years FY10-FY15.  Note, the below figures 
are total annual district-wide "maintenance-type" funding which must be prioritized and allocated where 
needed, we do not allocate/appropriate by route.  As the name implies, Contract Maintenance is for 
"contracted" maintenance activities such as overlays or mill/inlays, etc.  Field Supplies is for in-house 
maintenance activities such as chip seal, pothole patching, guardrail repair, etc. 
  
FY10 District One Contract Maintenance:    $4.331M 
FY10 District One Field Supplies:     $3.958M 
  [Total     $8.289M] 
 
FY11 District One Contract Maintenance:    $1.708M 
FY11 District One Field Supplies:     $4.594M 
  [Total     $6.302M] 
 
FY12 District One Contract Maintenance:    $2.894M 
FY12 District One Field Supplies:     $4.925M 
  [Total     $7.819M] 
 
FY13 District One Contract Maintenance:    $8.020M 
FY13 District One Field Supplies:     $5.584M 
  [Total               $13.418M] 
 
FY14 District One Contract Maintenance:    $7.315M 
FY14 District One Field Supplies     $6.103M 
  [Total               $13.418M] 
 
FY15 District One Contract Maintenance:    $5.866M 
FY15 District One Field Supplies     $5.539M 
  [Total     11.405M] 
  
  
NM 152 is a chipseal route and is not designed for a specific load carrying capacity.   
  
 
Vanessa Ortiz 

NMDOT Records Management 

P.O. Box 1149 

Santa Fe, NM 87504 

 
March 4, 2016 

http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/session_locator.aspx


 





Cross Country Cycling Route Along the Southern Tier through New Mexico 
 

 

 
 
This routes takes cyclists through Silver City to Highway 152, over the Black Range Mountains 
through Hillsboro, past the access road to the Copper Flats Mine to Highway 87 south. 
 
Map courtesy of Adventure Cycling Association  
 
https://www.adventurecycling.org/guided-tours/self-contained-tours/2016-southern-tier/  
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