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participate in the scoping process and, 
if eligible, may request or be requested 
by the BLM to participate as a 
cooperating agency. The BLM will also 
brief county commissioners, 
Congressional delegations and grazing 
permittees during the EIS process. 

You may submit comments on issues 
and planning criteria in writing to the 
BLM using one of the methods listed in 
the ADDRESSES section above. To be 
most helpful, please submit comments 
by the close of the 30-day scoping 
period or within 15 days after the last 
public meeting, whichever is later. 
Before including your address, phone 
number, email address, or other 
personal identifying information in your 
comment, you should be aware that 
your entire comment—including your 
personal identifying information—may 
be made publicly available at any time. 
While you can ask in your comment to 
withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

The public is also encouraged to help 
identify any other management 
questions and concerns that should be 
addressed in the EIS. 

The BLM will use an interdisciplinary 
approach to develop the EIS in order to 
consider the variety of resource issues 
and concerns identified. Specialists 
with expertise in the following 
disciplines will be involved in the 
NEPA process: Range management, 
wildlife biology, archaeology, riparian, 
soils, and outdoor recreation. 

Authority: 40 CFR 1501.7, 43 CFR 1610.2. 

Loretta Chandler, 
Field Manager, BLM Owyhee Field Office. 
[FR Doc. 2012–125 Filed 1–6–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4310–GG–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 

[LLNML00000 
L51100000.GN0000.LVEMG11CG230] 

Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Proposed Copper Flat Mine Plan of 
Operations, Sierra County, NM 

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of Intent. 

SUMMARY: In compliance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the 
Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976, as amended, the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) Las Cruces 

District Office, Las Cruces, New Mexico, 
intends to prepare an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) and by this 
notice is announcing the beginning of 
the scoping process to solicit public 
comments and identify issues. 
DATES: This notice initiates the public 
scoping process for the EIS. Comments 
on issues may be submitted in writing 
until February 8, 2012. The date(s) and 
location(s) of any scoping meetings will 
be announced at least 15 days in 
advance through local media, 
newspapers and the BLM Web site at: 
http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/fo/ 
Las_Cruces_District_Office.html. To be 
included in the Draft EIS, all comments 
must be received prior to the close of 
the scoping period or 15 days after the 
last public meeting, whichever is later. 
We will provide additional 
opportunities for public participation 
upon publication of the Draft EIS. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
related to the Copper Flat EIS Project by 
any of the following methods: 

• Email: dhaywood@blm.gov. 
• Fax: (575) 525–4412. 
• Mail: BLM Las Cruces District 

Office, 1800 Marquess Street, Las 
Cruces, NM 88005. 
Documents pertinent to this proposal 
may be examined at the Las Cruces 
District Office. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michael Smith, Geologist; telephone 
(575) 525–4421; address 1800 Marquess 
Street, Las Cruces, NM 88005 or by 
email michaelsmith@blm.gov and to 
have your name added to the mailing 
list. Persons who use a 
telecommunications device for the deaf 
(TDD) may call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–(800) 877– 
8339 to contact the above individual 
during normal business hours. The FIRS 
is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, to leave a message or question 
with the above individual. You will 
receive a reply during normal business 
hours. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The BLM 
Las Cruces District Office has received 
a Mine Plan of Operations (Mine Plan) 
from the New Mexico Copper Corp. to 
re-start the Copper Flat Mine located in 
Sierra County, New Mexico. The 
proposed mine is located approximately 
4 miles north-northeast of the town of 
Hillsboro, New Mexico. Lands involved 
in the mine include parts of the 
following sections: 

New Mexico Principal Meridian 

T. 15 S., R. 6 W., 
Sec. 31. 

T. 15 S., R. 7 W., 
Secs. 25, 26, 35 and 36. 

Mining, ore processing, and related 
activities would occur on both private 
land and public domain administered 
by the BLM. The proponent currently 
holds active mining claims over public 
domain land included in the proposed 
operation. The estimated project 
duration is 27 years from site 
construction to mine reclamation and 
closure. Mining at the existing open pit 
would be completed using standard 
multiple-bench methods. The pit would 
eventually widen to approximately 
2,500 by 2,500 feet and deepen to 900 
feet. Ore from the pit would be drilled, 
blasted, loaded and hauled to a planned 
processing facility immediately east of 
the pit. At this facility, the ore would be 
crushed and ground and copper and 
molybdenum minerals would be 
separated and concentrated using 
standard flotation techniques. Mineral 
concentrates would be transported by 
truck and rail to be processed offsite; 
onsite smelting or refining is not 
included in this proposal. Waste rock 
created during operations would be 
banked primarily on public domain 
land, and tailings would be disposed of 
into an expanded, existing tailings 
impoundment. Water for the proposed 
operation would be obtained from a 
well field located on BLM-administered 
land approximately 8 miles east of the 
mine in: 

New Mexico Principal Meridian 
T. 15 S., R. 5 W., 

Secs. 30 and 31. 

Water would be piped to the proposed 
operation through an existing pipeline 
which roughly parallels the existing 
highway (New Mexico State Route 152). 
The total estimated disturbance on 
public domain land would be 745 acres. 
Reclamation would consist of removing 
processing equipment from Federal 
land, and restoring and seeding waste 
rock dumps and other disturbed areas. 
The BLM and the New Mexico 
Department of Energy, Minerals and 
Natural Resources would bond the 
proponent for site reclamation prior to 
granting authorization. 

The purpose of the public scoping 
process is to determine relevant issues 
that will influence the scope of the 
environmental analysis, including 
alternatives, and guide the process for 
developing the EIS. At present, the BLM 
has identified the following preliminary 
issues: 

1. Water use and effects on surface 
and subsurface hydrology; 

2. Water quality effects and water 
quality protection; 

3. Traffic; 
4. Cultural Resources and Native 

American Religious Concerns; 
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5. Threatened, Endangered and 
Special Status Species; 

6. Livestock grazing; and 
7. Reclamation and post-mining land 

use. 
The BLM will utilize and coordinate 

the NEPA commenting process to satisfy 
the public involvement process for 
Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) (16 U.S.C. 
470f) as provided for in 36 CFR 
800.2(d)(3). Native American tribal 
consultations will be conducted in 
accordance with policy, and tribal 
concerns will be given due 
consideration, including impacts on 
Indian trust assets. Federal, State, and 
local agencies, along with other 
stakeholders that may be interested or 
affected by the BLM’s decision on this 
project are invited to participate in the 
scoping process and, if eligible, may 
request or be requested by the BLM to 
participate as a cooperating agency. 

Before including your address, phone 
number, email address, or other 
personal identifying information in your 
comment, you should be aware that 
your entire comment—including your 
personal identifying information—may 
be made publicly available at any time. 
While you can ask us in your comment 
to withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

Authority: 40 CFR 1501.7. 

Jesse Juen, 
Associate State Director. 
[FR Doc. 2012–128 Filed 1–6–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4310–VC–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 

[LLNVS00560.L58530000.ES0000.241A; N– 
84625; 12–08807; MO# 4500025699; TAS: 
14X5232] 

Notice of Realty Action: Classification 
for Lease and/or Subsequent 
Conveyance for Recreation and Public 
Purposes of Public Land in Clark 
County, NV 

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of Realty Action. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with Section 7 
of the Taylor Grazing Act and Executive 
Order Number 6910, the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) has examined and 
found suitable for classification for lease 
and/or subsequent conveyance under 
the provisions of the Recreation and 
Public Purposes (R&PP) Act, as 

amended, approximately 7.5 acres of 
public land in the City of Las Vegas, 
Clark County, Nevada. The State of 
Nevada proposes to use the land for a 
State office building. 
DATES: Interested parties may submit 
written comments regarding the 
proposed classification of the land for 
lease and/or subsequent conveyance of 
the land, and the environmental 
assessment (EA), until February 23, 
2012. 
ADDRESSES: Send written comments to 
the BLM Las Vegas Field Manager, 4701 
N. Torrey Pines Drive, Las Vegas, 
Nevada 89130, or email: 
DDickey@blm.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Dorothy Jean Dickey, (702) 515–5119, or 
DDickey@blm.gov. Persons who use a 
telecommunications device for the deaf 
(TDD) may call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1 (800) 877–8339 
to contact the above individual during 
normal business hours. The FIRS is 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
to leave a message or question with the 
above individual. You will receive a 
reply during normal business hours. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The State 
of Nevada has filed an application to 
develop the following described land as 
a State office building with related 
facilities near Flamingo Road and El 
Capitan Way in Las Vegas: 

Mount Diablo Meridian 
T. 21 S., R. 60 E., 

Sec. 17, E1⁄2SW1⁄4SW1⁄4SE1⁄4, and 
SW1⁄4SW1⁄4SW1⁄4SE1⁄4. 

The area described contains 7.5 acres, more 
or less, in Clark County. 

The State office building will consist 
of approximately 60,000 square feet of 
office and support space. Related 
facilities include a parking lot, 
landscaping, lighting, utilities, and 
ancillary equipment. Additional 
detailed information pertaining to this 
application, plan of development, and 
site plan is in case file N–84625, which 
is located in the BLM Las Vegas Field 
Office at the above address. 

The land is not required for any 
Federal purpose. The lease and/or 
subsequent conveyance are consistent 
with the BLM Las Vegas Resource 
Management Plan dated October 5, 
1998, and would be in the public 
interest. The State of Nevada, a qualified 
applicant under the R&PP Act, has not 
applied for more than the 640-acre 
limitation for public purpose uses in a 
year, and has submitted a statement in 
compliance with the regulations at 43 
CFR 2741.4(b). 

The lease and/or subsequent 
conveyance of the public land shall be 

subject to valid existing rights. Subject 
to limitations prescribed by law and 
regulations, prior to patent issuance, a 
holder of any Right-of-Way within the 
lease area may be given the opportunity 
to amend the Right-of-Way for 
conversion to a new term, including 
perpetuity, if applicable. 

The lease and/or subsequent 
conveyance, when issued, will be 
subject to the provisions of the R&PP 
Act and applicable regulations of the 
Secretary of the Interior, and will 
contain the following terms, conditions, 
and reservations to the United States: 

1. A Right-of-Way thereon for ditches 
or canals constructed by the authority of 
the United States, Act of August 30, 
1890 (43 U.S.C. 945); 

2. All minerals shall be reserved to 
the United States, together with the 
right to prospect for, mine, and remove 
such deposits from the same under 
applicable law and such regulations as 
the Secretary of the Interior may 
prescribe; 

3. Valid existing rights; 
4. Right-of-Way N–59691 for paved 

road and drainage, spandrels, bus 
turnouts, curb, gutter, sidewalks, 
streetlights, pipe conduit, and concrete 
lining, granted to Clark County, its 
successors or assigns, pursuant to the 
Act of October 21, 1976 (43 U.S.C. 
1761); 

5. Right-of-Way N–60971 for a 16- 
inch, underground natural gas pipeline 
and construction staging area, granted to 
Southwest Gas Corporation, its 
successors or assigns, pursuant to the 
Act of February 25, 1920, as amended 
(30 U.S.C. 185 sec. 28); 

6. Right-of-Way N–74286 for two 
transformers, and underground 
electrical lines with related 
appurtenances, granted to Nevada 
Power Company, its successors or 
assigns, pursuant to the Act of October 
21, 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1761); and 

7. Right-of-Way N–88267 for multiple 
natural gas pipelines with below and 
above ground appurtenances granted to 
Southwest Gas Corporation, its 
successors or assigns, pursuant to the 
Act of February 25, 1920, as amended 
(30 U.S.C. 185 sec. 28); 

8. An appropriate indemnification 
clause protecting the United States from 
claims arising out of the lessee’s/ 
patentee’s use, occupancy, or 
occupations on the leased/patented 
lands. 

Upon publication of this notice in the 
Federal Register, the land described 
above will be segregated from all other 
forms of appropriation under the public 
land laws, including the general mining 
laws, except for lease and/or subsequent 
conveyance under the R&PP Act, leasing 
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B6 | Business Las Cruces Bulletin Friday, February 10, 2012

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
COPPER FLAT MINE PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Cruces District Office invites the 
public to attend one of its public open house meetings on a proposed Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) analyzing the potential environmental 
and socioeconomic effects associated with activities at the Copper Flat Mine 
near Hillsboro, New Mexico.
Public meetings will be held from 7-9 p.m. on the dates listed, at the following 
locations:

The BLM issued a Notice of Intent January 9, 2012, in the Federal Register 
announcing it will prepare a draft EIS pursuant to Section 102(2)(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
Meeting participants are encouraged to provide comments on the scope of the 
EIS and on alternatives, to share issues and concerns and to ask questions.  
The BLM will consider these comments in determining the scope of the EIS, 
including alternatives to the proposed action. 
The scoping period began January 9, 2012, and will run through March 9, 
2012.  All comments should be postmarked on or before March 9, 2012.
You may also submit comments using any of the following methods:

For further information, please contact Michael Smith, 575-525-4421, BLM Las 
Cruces District Office, 1800 Marquess Street, Las Cruces, NM 88005.

B
LMU.S. Department Of The Interior

Bureau Of Land Management
New Mexico

February 22, 2012
Hillsboro Community Centers
Elenore St.
Hillsboro, NM

February 23, 2012
Truth or Consequences Civic & 

Convention Center
400 West Fourth
Truth or Consequences, NM

EMAIL:
BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov
Fax: 1.703.760-4899
Toll-Free Number: 1.866.760-1421 

MAIL:
Copper Flat Mine
C/O Mangi Environmental Group
7927 Jones Branch Drive
Mclean VA 22102

Briefs
‘Shop the Mesilla Valley’

The Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Com-
merce’s new “Shop the Mesilla Valley” program 
is designed to get shoppers to patronize local 
member businesses instead of shopping out of 
town or on the Internet. 

The program will be marketed in a way that 
will attract new customers and encourage ex-
isting customers to return by offering chances 
to win prizes, such as a 42-inch flat-screen tele-
vision.  The chamber will utilize a Local Shop-
per card to track purchases at participating 
businesses.  The chamber will hold quarterly 
drawings, each at different participating busi-
nesses, to select the prizewinner and to con-
tinue to promote the program.

The Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Com-
merce is offering this program to members for 
$25 for three-month participation. The pro-
gram includes a listing on the chamber web-
site and inclusion in local advertising. “Shop 
the Mesilla Valley” will kick off with a radio 
remote at Best Buy from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 11.

Customers can turn their cards in at the 
chamber office, 760 W. Picacho Ave., or Best 
Buy, 2280 E. Lohman Ave.

PRAS elects Souza 
as president

The Public Relations Association of the 
Southwest announces its 2012 Board of Di-
rectors. The new board is as follows: President 
Teresa Souza of El Paso Electric Co., President-
elect Chris Lechuga of the University of Texas 
at El Paso, Past-president Anna Moncada of 
ScottHulse law firm, Secretary Laurie Pater-
noster of Lynx Exhibits, Treasurer Bonny Shu-
lenburg of Yslela Independent School District, 
Valerie Garcia of Holiday Inn Express Down-

town, Lauren Macias-Cervantes of KTSM/
KDBC, Sam Sosa-Rodriguez of UTEP, Patricia 
Tidwell of New York Life and Henry Quintana 
of the El Paso Electric.  

WESST announces 
new HP LIFE 
Training Program 
for entrepreneurs

WESST is now offering the HP Learning 
Initiative for Entrepreneurs (HP LIFE) train-
ing to small business owners and entrepre-
neurs. WESST is only one of 12 organizations 
nationwide that HP selected to offer this certi-
fied global training. HP LIFE is a unique pro-
gram that uses real-life examples of business 
situations in demonstrating how to leverage 
technology and open-source software for solv-
ing problems. The program’s curriculum has 
four topics: marketing, operations, commu-
nications and finance. Each topic provides as 
many as seven modules.

WESST offices started the marketing mod-
ules: the basics of marketing, marketing plan, 
e-mail marketing, social media marketing, 
website management and search-engine op-
timization. Classes will be offered from 9 to 
11:30 a.m. every Tuesday through Feb. 28. The 
evening class will be held from 5:30 to 7:45 
p.m. every Wednesday through Feb. 29. 

Classes will be held at 2907 E. Idaho Ave. 
for $25 a session. If you attend four classes, 
one class is free. Registration must be in ad-
vance. For more information, call WESST at 
541-1583 or email jgaray@wesst.org to register 
for a class. 

WESST is a nonprofit economic 
development organization providing training, 
consulting and loans to entrepreneurs across 
New Mexico. WESST is funded in part by a 

cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small 
Business Administration. All of SBA’s programs 
are offered on a non-discriminatory basis and 
arrangements for the disabled can be made if 
requested in advance.

Camino Real Regional 
Utility Authority created

Gov. Susana Martinez and Economic De-
velopment Secretary Jon Barela praised the 
formal filing of the deed with the Doña Ana 
County Clerk’s Office to create the Camino 
Real Regional Utility Authority (CRRUA) in 
southern Doña Ana County. The utility au-
thority will provide an independent utility for 
the provision of water and wastewater services 
along the U.S.-Mexico Border in southern 
Doña Ana County.

 “I am pleased that the final step in creating 
this utility authority has been taken,”  Martinez 
said. “It is imperative that we have the Camino 
Real Regional Utility Authority in place to pro-
vide a predictable source of water for residents 
and businesses in the area. This will help to 
not only retain the companies we have in the 
region but recruit new companies to Santa Te-
resa and Sunland Park.”

 CRRUA will oversee provisions of services 
and utility billing to thousands of customers 
within the City of Sunland Park and the Santa 
Teresa development, as well as to thousands 
more in the rapidly developing areas adjacent 
to the Santa Teresa Port of Entry.

 “We are happy about the collaboration in 
the creation of CRRUA and look forward to 
the economic progress that will develop as a 
result of today’s action,” Barela said.

Chamber Medical 
Update Luncheon

The Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Com-
merce will start the 2012 Membership Update 
Luncheon series with the annual Medical Up-
date Luncheon sponsored by Comcast from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 16, at 
the Days Inn & Suites Mesilla Valley Confer-
ence Center, 901 Avenida de Mesilla.

Speakers for the luncheon include Paul Her-
zog, CEO of Memorial Medical Center, and 
Denten Park, CEO of MountainView Regional 
Medical Center, who will talk about the current 
issues fac ing the medical community and area 
hospitals. Topics for the upcoming luncheon 
will include the effects of Medicare reimburse-
ment and malpractice insurance on practicing 
medicine in the region and the need for health-
care specialists and general practitioners.

Dr. Catherine Torres, New Mexico Secretary 
of Health, has been invited to serve as keynote 
speaker. Torres most recently served as a prac-
ticing pe diatrician at the Rio Grande Medical 
Group in Las Cruces. She has served on both 
the U.S.-Mexico Border Health Commission 
and the New Mexico-Sonora Commission. 
Torres also served on the Medical Advisory 
Committee of the Doña Ana County Deten-
tion Center and chaired the New Mexico Bor-
der Health Advisory Committee. She earned 
her bachelor’s and mas ter’s degrees from the 
University of New Mexico.

The Medical Update Luncheon is sponsored 
by Comcast, Memorial Medical Center, 

MountainView Regional Medical Center, 
Sagecrest Rehabilitation & Nursing Center, 
Good Samaritan Society-Las Cruces and Las 
Cruces Bulletin.

For reservations, call the chamber office at 
524-1968.

NM firm finalist for 
national award

The magazine Emerging Manager Monthy, 
a publication of Financial Investment News 
that follows investment firms with less than $2 
billion in assets under management, reports a 
New Mexico-based firm is one of three finalists 
for its annual Emerging Manager Awards.

 Based on excess returns over benchmark, 
performance versus peers, product asset 
growth and product percentage growth, Las 
Cruces-based Spence Asset Management Inc. 
is a finalist for top manager in the midcap 
category. Chicago-based Cupps Capital Man-
agement LLC and Little Rock, Ark.-based Ste-
phens Investment Management Group are the 
other two finalists.

Information on the three finalist firms will 
be handed over to a committee made up of 
industry experts. The committee will evaluate 
the merits of each manager based on quantita-
tive and qualitative measures before selecting 
the winners on April 4.

For more information, contact Eric 
Walton at 556-8500 or emwalton@
spenceassetmanagement.com.

NMSU College of 
Business appoints new 
head of management 
department

Steven Elias has been named head of the 
management department at New Mexico State 
University’s College of Business. He held the po-
sition in an interim capacity since July 2011.

“Dr. Elias has proven to be an effective leader 
since he first undertook the duties of running 
the College of Business’ management depart-
ment over the summer,” said Garrey Carru-
thers, dean of the NMSU College of Business 
and vice president for economic development. 
“Removing the word ‘interim’ from his title 
was an easy decision.”

Elias joined NMSU in 2008 and is an associ-
ate professor of management. Previously, Elias 
worked at Auburn University Montgomery 
and Western Carolina University. He earned 
his Ph.D. from Colorado State University.

Before arriving at NMSU, Elias was focused 
on the field of psychology, but his specialty was 
in organizational behavior in management. 
Elias has researched and written about employ-
ee commitment in times of change, managerial 
influence, gender discrimination, and deviant 
and criminal behavior in the workplace.

Elias said, “I am extremely happy to be given 
the opportunity to continue on as the Head of 
the Management Department on a permanent 
basis. These last six months have been great, 
and I look forward to continuing to serve my 
department, the college, and NMSU as a whole. 
I’ve been told that being a Department Head is 
a humbling experience, and I would agree with 
that assessment.”

Santa Fe Grill Catering Co.
When: 4:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 10
Location: 2200 E. Missouri Ave.

Snippin’forsuccess
Upcoming ribbon cutting
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CHIROPRACTOR

Dr. Gary
Sutherland

No Appointment
Necessary

Mon, Tues,
Thurs, Fri

9 - 10,
2 - 3

Saturday
9 - 10

Closed Wednesdays

(PALMER)

107 Broadway T-or-C, NM

894-3264

VISITOR---
(Continued From Page 1)

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
COPPER FLAT MINE PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Cruces District Office invites the 
public to attend one of its public open house meetings on a proposed Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) analyzing the potential environmental and
socioeconomic effects associated with activities at the Copper Flat Mine near
Hillsboro, New Mexico.

Public meetings will be held from 7-9 p.m. on the dates listed at the following locations:

February 22, 2012 February 23, 2012
Hillsboro Community Center Truth or Consequences Civic and
Elenore St. Convention Center
Hillsboro, NM 400 West Fourth

Truth or Consequences, NM

The BLM issued a Notice of Intent January 9, 2012, in the Federal Register 
announcing it will prepare a draft EIS pursuant to Section 102(2)(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Meeting participants are encouraged to provide comments on the scope of the EIS
and all alternatives, to share issues and concerns and to ask questions. The BLM
will consider these comments in determining the scope of the EIS,  including
alternatives to the proposed action.

The scoping period began January 9, 2012, and will run through March 9, 2012.
All comments should be postmarked on or before March 9, 2012.

You may also submit comments using any of the following methods:

EMAIL: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov

FAX: 1 (703) 760-4899

TOLL-FREE NUMBER: 1 (866) 760-1421

MAIL:
Copper Flat Mine
C/O Mangi Environmental Group
7928 Jones Branch Drive
Mclean VA 22102

For further information, please contact Michael Smith, 575-525-4421, BLM
Las Cruces District Office, 1800 Marquess Street, Las Cruces, NM 88005

3.2

RE-ELECT

Committed

Responsible

Dedicated

Informed

KIM SKINNER
City Council of Elephant Butte

“The residents of Elephant Butte 
are my number one priority”

“To finding solutions for City issues of infrastructure,
drainage, roads, zoning & beautification.”

Supports controlled, not stifled, growth in the City of
Elephant Butte.

“To all residents of Elephant Butte and the Community.”

Attends Elephant Butte City and Sierra County meetings.

Listening, Representing & Serving Since 2001
• Currently
City Council

of Elephant Butte

• President Elephant Butte
Chamber of Commerce
• Board of Directors

Tourism Association of NM

• Chairman (SJOA)
Sierra Joint Of Aging

• Event Chairman Luminaria
Beachwalk - 8 yrs.

• Chairman Sierra County
Recreation & Tourism &
Advisory Board - 4 yrs.

• Vice Chairman
JPC for Sierra Vista Hospital

• Chairman NM Tourism
Department Region II Board

• Board Member (SCEDO)
Sierra Co. Economic Development Organization

KIM SKINNER, A PROVEN LEADER

40 years Experience in Business Management, Accounting & Payroll, 
Owner of C & K Automotive.

Paid by Candidate

�✔

�✔

�✔

�✔

�✔

tfn

(SENTINEL Photo/Chuck Wentworth)

DESIGN REPORT – Members of the New Mexico Spaceport Authority’s Board of Directors gath-
ered for a regular meeting at the Civic Center on February 7. With a large crowd on hand, board
members received a report outlining the initial design concepts for spaceport “Visitors’ Experience”
facilities. The report provided details about the city’s future welcome center, including design team
recommendations that a site near Exit 79 off I-25 would offer the best location for the facility.

told that reliable indicators
confirm that approximately
200,000 individuals could be
expected to visit the facility on
an annual basis. While aiming
at year-round operations, it
was explained that access
would not be available every
day of the year, but the IDEAS
team estimates that an average
day would bring more than
1,100 visitors into the local
area.

In their review of potential
locations for the future wel-
come centers, IDEAS team
members considered eight
sites in T-or-C (including the
old fire station in the down-
town district) and six sites in
the Village of Hatch. Utilizing
a point system, IDEAS team
members evaluated each of the
proposed sites and ultimately
designated two locations adja-
cent to I-25 as their primary
choices for the future facili-
ties. Board members were told
that the Village of Hatch site
was located on available prop-
erty near Exit 41 and that the
T-or-C site would utilize land
still to be purchased near Exit
79.

Moving into a conceptual
design phase, IDEAS officials
explained that the next devel-
opment efforts would include
a refinement of the ideas pre-
sented, steps to secure acquisi-
tion of property for the T-or-C
site and an initiation of
Request for Proposals (RFP)
seeking outside investment
from private developers. It
was also reported that IDEAS
team members would be
focusing on creating a unified
brand for the spaceport, which
would include consistent logos
and advertising, but would pri-
marily seek to define a unique

and recognizable identity for
Spaceport America.    

It was emphasized to board
members that the conceptual
drawings and ideas presented
are all works in-progress, and
changes could be anticipated.
Assuming all goes according
to plan, the board was told
construction of the new wel-
come centers could begin by
the end of this calendar year
and that all aspects of the
Visitors' Experience could
reach operational mode some-
time in 2013.

PROJECT UPDATE
While the morning's session

did not include any formal
action, NMSA representative
Aaron Prescott was on hand to
provide board members with a
review of the spaceport's con-
struction status. 

With the exception of some
remaining roadwork and elec-
tronic cabling, Prescott noted
that Phase-One construction
plans are now complete. He
anticipated these remaining
tasks would be addressed in
short order and told the board
he expected to achieve full
occupancy of Virgin Galactic's
Gateway to Space terminal by
early spring.

The focus of construction
will now move on to Phase-
Two projects, which Prescott
said included development of
the southern access road to the
spaceport, construction of the
Visitors' Experience, building
out of the spaceport's vertical
launch facilities, pre-opera-
tions development and final
fit-out of the spaceport opera-
tions center.

Prescott reported that the
NMSA has already issued an
RFP seeking an engineering
firm to complete a necessary
environmental survey for the
southern access road and said
the authority was anticipating

that construction of the road
could begin before the end of
this calendar year.

•It was also noted that as of
the morning's session, New
Mexico legislators had yet to
render a decision concerning a
revised Informed Consent Act
that NMSA officials maintain
is vital to the future of
Spaceport America. 

NMSA Executive Director
Christine Anderson was un-
able to attend the morning's
gathering, as she was in Santa
Fe urging legislators to
approve the revisions.

The changes to the Inform-
ed Consent Act would extend
liability protection to ancillary
suppliers involved with Virgin
Galactic's commercial space
venture.   

It was emphasized that the
new provisions would specifi-
cally pertain to passengers on
future Virgin Galactic flights.
Board members were told that
a number of potential commer-
cial clients would prefer to
base their operations at
Spaceport America, but would
likely consider alternative
spaceports with such protec-
tions already in place, should
the legislature fail to endorse
the revised measure.

Creative
Writing
Workshop
Offered

Anyone who would like to
learn about creative writing, a
workshop is being held at the
T-or-C Library, 325 Library
Lane each Saturday beginning
February 11 and running
through March 10. The hours
of the workshop are from 10 to
11:30 a.m.

There is no charge for the
workshop, just take your cre-
ative and or brilliant story-
filled minds, along with a pad
of paper or your laptop com-
puter.

For more information con-
tact: Alan Hodgkinson at 575-
740-2195 or email:
fedxmetofiji@yahoo.com

Read The Sierra County Sentinel
FOR ALL THE NEWS!

Semi-finalists for Youth of the Year include (l-r) Jaylah Dow,
Gage Madrid and Tiffany LeBlanc.

(Courtesy Photos)

Semi-finalists shown above are Gregory Jump, Abigail Claesson,
Raven Apodaca, and Chris Runyon. Photo not available for
Wesley Smith, Maddison Sparman, Bryce Sparman, Sam
Carlton, Rayven Baca, August McCalmon and Buddy Jones.

Youth Of The Year Semi-Finalists Announced
Academics, community

service learning, family and
moral character are on the list
of topics Club members have
been nominated to write about
in their applications for consid-
eration in the upcoming local
Club recognition program.

Boys and Girls Club of
Sierra County members are
preparing for a local Youth of
the Year and Junior Youth of
the Year event, which will be
held February 25. Youth of the
Year is BGCA's premier youth
recognition program for Club
members. All members can
benefit from participation in
this program, which promotes
and celebrates service to Club,
community and family, aca-
demic performance, moral
character, life goals, poise and
public speaking ability. Local
winners will continue on to
compete at the state Youth of
the Year competition. 

The BGC of Sierra County
is hosting this statewide Youth
of the Year event March 16-17,
where one statewide winner

will be selected (and will
receive over $1,000) and
advance to the Regional level.

The Mission of Clubs is to
inspire all young people, espe-
cially those who need us most,
to realize their full potential as
productive, responsible and
caring citizens. 

The Boys and Girls Club of

Sierra County is a non-profit
organization located at 122 N.
Broadway in Truth or
Consequences and is specially
designed and offers evidenced
based programs for youth
grades 6-12 or ages 12 to 19.
Office hours are Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., and Club hours for youth
are Monday through Friday, 3
to 7 p.m.
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US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR  BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT  
LAS CRUCES DISTRICT OFFICE  1800 MARQUESS STREET  LAS CRUCES, NM 88005    

Lisa Morrison  Acting External Affairs Chief  505.954.2023 

 

For Immediate Release          For Additional Information 
February 3, 2012            Michael Smith 575‐525‐4421 

BLM Holds Public Scoping Meetings on Proposed  
Copper Flat Mine Environmental Impact Statement 

Las Cruces, NM– The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Cruces District Office issued a 
Notice of Intent January 9, 2012, in the Federal Register announcing it will prepare a draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) pursuant to Section 102(2)(c) of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  The draft EIS will evaluate existing mine conditions and the 
environmental impacts of the proposed operations. 

WHAT:  Public open houses to provide information and gather comments on the scope of 
what the BLM should consider in the draft EIS 

 
WHERE: Hillsboro, NM     Truth or Consequences, NM 

Hillsboro Community Center   Truth or Consequences Civic and 
Elenore St.     Convention Center 
      400 West Fourth 

 
WHEN: February 22, 2012    February 23, 2012 
  7-9 p.m.     7-9 p.m. 
 
The New Mexico Copper Corporation (Copper Corporation) submitted a Mining Plan of 
Operations to restart the Copper Flat mine located in Sierra County, New Mexico, to the BLM 
Las Cruces District Office.  The proposed mine is located approximately 4 miles north-northeast 
of the town of Hillsboro, New Mexico. 
 
At the open house, the BLM, Copper Corporation, and State agencies will provide information 
about the action, which consists of development, operation, and mine reclamation for the Copper 
Flat Mine claims located on both private and BLM lands.  Participants will have the opportunity 
to talk with resource and planning specialists and are encouraged to provide comments on the 
scope of the EIS and on alternatives, share issues and concerns, and ask questions.  The BLM 
will consider these comments in determining the scope of the EIS, including alternatives to the 
proposed action. 
 
The scoping period began January 9, 2012, with the publishing of the Notice of Intent in the 
Federal Register and will run through March 9, 2012.  All comments should be postmarked on or 
before March 9, 2012.  For further information please contact Michael Smith, 575-525-4421, 
BLM Las Cruces District Office, 1800 Marquess Street, Las Cruces, NM 88005. 
 

-BLM- 



Television Stations 

TV Station Telephone Email Mailing Address Website 
Contacted 

Date 

KFOX – Las 
Cruces Bureau (915) 833-8585 Tony.rodriguez@kf

ox.com 

110 Idaho Avenue 
Ste. A 
Las Cruces, NM 
88005 

http://www.kfoxtv.com 

6-Feb-2012 

KDBC 4 CBS (915) 532-5421 Unknown 801 N. Oregon 
El Paso, TX 79902 http://www.kdbc.com 6-Feb-2012 

KVIA Ch. 7 (915) 532-5421 kvia@kvia.com 
4140 Rio Bravo 
Street 
El Paso, TX 79902 

http://www.kvia.com 
6-Feb-2012 

NewsChannel 9 – 
KTSM (915) 532-5421 srodriguez@ktsm.c

om 
801 N. Oregon 
El Paso, TX 79902 http://www.ktsm.com 6-Feb-2012 

KRWG-TV/FM 
MSC TV 22- 
NMSU 

(575) 646-2222 krwgtv@nmsu.edu 
PO Box 30001 
Las Cruces, NM 
88003 

 
http://www.krwg.org/ 
 

6-Feb-2012 

KINT TV 
UNIVISION 26 (915) 581-1126 Noticias26@entravi

sion.com 
5426 North Mesa 
El Paso, TX 79912 http://www.kint.com/ 6-Feb-2012 

TELEMUNDO 
48 (915) 591-9595 uposada@zgsgroup.

com 

10033 Carnegie 
Ave 
El Paso, TX 79925 

http://msnlatino.telemun
do.com 

6-Feb-2012 

KOB Ch 4 (505) 764-2453 news@kob.com 

4 Broadcast Plaza 
SW 
Albuquerque, NM 
87104 

http://www.kob.com/ 

6-Feb-2012 

KOAT Ch 7 (505) 884-7777 Koat-
desk@heist.com 

3801 Carlisle Blvd. 
NE 
Albuquerque, NM 
87107 

http ://www.koat.com/ 

6-Feb-2012 



 

 

Radio Stations 
Radio 
Station Telephone Email Mailing Address Website Contacted Date 

KVLC 
101.1 FM 

(505) 527-
1111 contact@lolgold.com 

101 Perkins Drive 
Las Cruces, NM 88005-
3295 

http://www.101gold.
com/ 

6-Feb-2012 

KGRT (572) 525-
9298 skirsch@kgrt.com PO Box 968 

Las Cruces, NM 88004 
http://www.kgrt.com
/ 

6-Feb-2012 

KRWG (575) 646-
2222 datebook@nmsu.edu PO Box 30001 

Las Cruces, NM 88003 http://krwg.org/ 6-Feb-2012 

Newspaper List  
Newspaper Telephone Email Mailing Address Website Published Date 

LC Sun News (575) 546 
6119 Unknown 256 W. Las Cruces Ave 

Las Cruces, NM 88005 
http://www.lcsun-
news.com/ 

8-Feb-2012 

Las Cruces 
Bulletin 

(575) 524-
8061 Unknown 

840 N Telshor Blvd. 
Suite E 
Las Cruces, NM 88011 

Unknown 
10-Feb-2012 

Albuquerque 
Journal 

(575) 526-
4462 Unknown 

345 N. Water St., Suite 
N5 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 

http://www.abqjourn
al.com/ 

8-Feb-2012 

Sierro Co 
Sentinel 

(575) 894-
3088 

Email-
sentinel@gpkmedia.com 

PO Box 351 
Truth or Consequences, 
NM 
87901 

http://www.gpkmedi
a.com/ 

10-Feb-2012 

T or C Herald (575) 894-
2143 Unknown 

PO Box 752 
Truth or Consequences, 
NM 87901 

http://www.heraldpu
b.com/ 

8-Feb-2012 
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Letter Sent to Agencies 



United States Department of the Interior  

 

 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Lus Cruces Dislricl Office 
I!UKIMan(ucss  S1rce1 TAKE PRIDE• Lus Cruces. New  MeKicn   XX005 
www.lllm.gov/nm INAMERICA 

 

In Reply Refer To: 
1793 (L0000) 

 

February 3, 2012 
 
 

Dear Interested Party: 
 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Cruces District invites you to participate in the identification 
of issues to determine the scope for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) concerning the planned 
construction, operation, and mine reclamation of the Copper Flat Mine in Sie1Ta County, New Mexico. 

 
New Mexico Copper Corporation (NMCC) submitted a Mining Plan of Operations to the BLM for 
mining and processing copper and other minerals at the Copper Flat mine in central Sierra County.  The 
proposed mine is located approximately 4 miles north-northeast of the town of Hillsboro, New Mexico. 
Mining, ore processing and related activities will occur on both private and BLM lands. 

 
As the EIS process begins, the BLM's goal is to reach out and involve the public.  The first opportunity 
for you to participate will be at the upcoming open houses for public scoping.  The purpose of the public 
scoping process is to discover relevant issues that will influence the scope of the environmental analysis, 
including alternatives to the proposed action, and guide the process for developing the EIS. 

 
Participants will have an opportunity to talk with resource and planning specialists, and are encouraged to 
provide comments on the scope of the EIS and on potential alternatives, to share issues and concerns, and 
to ask questions.  BLM will consider these comments in determining the scope of the EIS, including 
alternatives to the proposed action. 

 
The open house format also will allow the BLM, NMCC, and State agencies to provide information about 
the EIS process, the proposed action, as well as information regarding the development, operation, and 
mine reclamation for the Copper Flat mining claims.  The public scoping open houses will be: 

 
FEBRUARY 22, 2012 7-9 P.M. 

HILLSBORO COMMUNITY CENTER 
ELENORE ST. 

HILLSBORO, NEW MEXICO 
 

FEBRUARY 23, 2012 7-9 P.M. 
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES CIVIC AND CONVENTION CENTER 

400 WEST FOURTH 
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES,  NEW MEXICO 

 
Your thoughts, ideas, and comments are important to us throughout the process.  Please attend the 
scoping open houses or send us your written comments on the enclosed comment form before the scoping 
period ends, which is March 9, 2012. 
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http://www.lllm.gov/nm
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You may also submit comments using any of the following methods: 

EMAIL: BLM _ NM _LCDO_Comments@blm.gov

FAX: 1(703) 760-4899 
 

TOLL-FREE  NUMBER: 1(866) 760-1421 
 

MAIL: 
Copper Flat Mine 
C/0 Mangi Environmental Group 
7927 Jones Branch Drive 
Mclean VA 22102 
 

Also if you wish to be removed from the mailing list, please let us know by checking the box on the 
comment form.  Otherwise your name will be retained on the list and you will receive information on the 
Copper Flat project in the future.  Informational materials like this letter will be available on the Copper 
Flat website at  www.cuflateis.com.

 
BLM will provide you an opportunity later in the process to review the Draft EIS, which is scheduled for 
release in January 2013.  During the public review period, BLM will conduct public meetings to accept 
comments on the adequacy of the Draft EIS.  Written comments will also be accepted during the review 
period. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Mike Smith at 575-525-4421. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Bill Childress 
District Manager 

 
1 Enclosure 
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Public Scoping Meeting Sign-In Sheets 
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Appendix F: 

Public Scoping Meeting Materials 



Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

The Las Cruces District Office manages more than 5.4 million 
surface acres and 7 million subsurface acres of public land in 6 
southwestern New Mexico counties.
Resources managed include:
•Special Management Areas
•Recreational Activities
•Wildlife
•Rangeland Management
•Realty
•Minerals
•Cultural Resources
•Trails
•Military and Border Issues

of ppppublic land in 6 
Th L C Di t i t Offi



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

To fulfill NEPA requirements, agencies must:
•Analyze the environmental impacts of planned actions,
•Document the impacts,
•Consult the public, and
•Consider the impacts and public feedback.

Environmental resources include:
•Biological (e.g., wildlife),
•Physical (e.g., air, water, and noise),
•Cultural (e.g., archaeological and historic properties), and
•Socioeconomic (e.g., traffic, jobs, community, and quality 
of life).

The National 
Environmental Policy 
Act tells all federal 
agencies to reduce 
impacts on the
environment while 
accomplishing their 
mission.

Documents include:
•Categorical Exclusion (CE)
•Environmental Assessment (EA)  
•Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Public Inputs:
•Initial suggestions on the scope 
of the EIS

•Comments on the Draft EIS
•Comments on the Final EIS



The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This meeting is an opportunity 
for the public and interested 
parties to comment on and ask 
questions about the potential 
effects of Copper Flat Mine re-
opening and operating on 
cultural, historic, archeological, 
& paleontological resources 
found at the mine site.

These historic properties include, for example:
• Archaeological sites;
• Standing structures, usually older than 50 years, 

that meet the NRHP eligibility criteria;
• Historic rural and urban landscapes;
• Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs); and
• Historic rural homesteads.

Impacts to these resources can be direct, indirect, 
cumulative, or visual. Some of the mining activities 
with potential impacts include:

• Construction of facilities;
• Construction of access roads, utilities, fencing and;
• Mine excavation and operations.

Historic properties are cultural resources that are 
listed in, or eligible for listing in, the National Register 
of Historic Places (NRHP).



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mine Reclamation-Restoring Our Lands

Before 
Reclamation

After 
Reclamation

Reclamation restores potential for historic 
land uses of mining, grazing, wildlife, 

watershed, and recreation.
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NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act)
EISs (Environmental Impact Statements) 

BLM receives Plan of 
Operations from NMCC BLM decides to 

prepare EIS based 
on possible 
significant impacts

Publish Notice of 
Intent (NOI) in 
Federal Register

Conduct internal 
scoping

Determine cooperating 
agencies (MMD, NMED, 
NMDGF, OSE) 

Conduct public 
scoping

Design & 
conduct the 
impact analysis

Publish the 
Draft EIS

Obtain public 
comments on 
he Draft EIS

Respond to 
comments  
and publish 
Final EIS

BLM approves Plan of 
Operations, including 
mitigations from EIS

BLM signs & publishes 
ROD (Record of 
Decision )

New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (MMD)
Environmental Evaluation (EE) and Permit 
Application Package (PAP) Process Flowchart 

Federal  NEPA 
requirements are in effect 

(consultation, public 
meeting/hearings, etc.). 

Collaborate with NMCC and 3rd

party contractor in designing impact 
analysis & conduct the impact 

analysis

EE prepared by MMD or 
3rd party contractor. 

(concurrence with EIS or 
requirement for 

supplemental information)

Draft EE reviewed by 
MMD with possible 

revisions requested; 
evaluated by MMD as 

part of the PAP

Public notice that the 
PAP has been deemed 
technically  complete 

and Draft EE is complete 
(30-day minimum 
comment period)

Public meeting 
(public hearing if 
requested) for the 

PAP

Public 
comments 
addresed

MMD modifies
EE and PAP as 
necessary and

finalizes

New Mine Permit 
approved or 

denied  by MMD

New Mexico Environment Department (NMED)
Discharge Permit (DP) Process Flowchart

Application 
Received

Administrative 
Completeness 
Review

Tribal 
consultation

Public Notice 
(PN) 1

Technical 
Completeness 
Review

Permit  
drafted 

Public Notice 
(PN) 2

Significant 
public interest

Hearing 
process

Secretary’s 
Final Order

DP approved, 
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conditions, or 
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NMCC 
prepares plan 
& permit 
applications 

Tribal and 
Section 107 
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Tribal 
consultation

NMED review 
of Mining Act 
reclamation 
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Environmental 
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NOTES:

1. BLM signs ROD before MMD issues New Mine Permit.

2. BLM signs ROD before approving Plan of Operations.

3. Plan of Operations must be approved before New Mine Permit can be issued.

4. Discharge Permit is required before Copper Flat  Mine can begin operations. 

Copper Flat’s PAP received by MMD. PAP Consists of 
Admin. & Technically Complete:

• Sampling and Analysis Plan (SAP)

• Baseline Data Report (BDR)

• Mine Operations and Reclamation Plan (MORP)

• Environmental Evaluation (EE)
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Copper Flat Mine Environmental Impact Statement Meeting Procedures 

Thank you for attending this evening’s meeting.  This handout explains the proceedings and describes 
information about the planned study. 

TONIGHT’S FORMAT

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is initiating an environmental study to analyze the potential 
impacts of reopening the Copper Flat Mine site for operation.  BLM is planning to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in this effort.  The purpose of this meeting is to provide you with a 
clear understanding of, and solicit your input on, this undertaking relative to the Copper Flat Mine EIS.           

At 7:30, we invite you to listen to a brief presentation about this environmental study. We have set up 
several displays around the room with information on the functions of BLM as an agency, as well as how 
this relates to the environmental study.  We encourage you to read the materials, and provide us with any 
ideas and suggestions you may have on what should be included in this study.  Communication is highly 
encouraged and we have developed comment forms for you to use.   They are located at various tables 
around the room.  We have a court reporter who will record the entire briefing and public comments.  If 
you would rather have your comments recorded personally you may do so with the court recorder after 
the public meeting comments conclude. 

ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY

This study will help BLM meet its responsibility to protect the environmental resources of the public lands 
while also fulfilling a responsibility to manage mineral resources.  The study will identify impacts to 
resources as a result of the re-initiation and operation of the mine. The ultimate purpose for the review is 
to analyze the potential environmental effects related to the operation of the mine.  The objective is to 
provide BLM with information to use in making well informed plans that facilitate BLM’s mission but which 
also avoid unnecessary adverse environmental impacts.  The study is scheduled to begin next month. 
Tonight we seek your input about the kinds of activities and potential effects that you believe should be 
considered.  

ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS)

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is a study of the potential effects on the environment from a 
specific Federal action.  An EIS is a public document called for by the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) of 1969. 

The law makes it national policy for every Federal agency to help protect the Nation’s environmental 
resources.  The law calls upon agencies to consider, before deciding on a project or program, the 
potential environmental effects of implementing the proposed project or program, and promote informed 
decision-making that incorporates the Nation’s environmental protection goals.  



The agency’s consideration of the environmental advantages and disadvantages of its planned actions is 
facilitated and recorded by the process of preparing a public document termed an Environmental Impact 
Statement. 

An EIS addresses questions on project impacts to the environment, for the agency and its decision 
makers, and for the public and other interested parties.  An EIS presents clear, well-reasoned answers to: 

What is the purpose and need for the agency to take action? 

In what ways could the agency address that need? 

How could those actions affect any of the parts of the natural and human environment? 

What could be done to avoid harm to the environment, while still meeting the agency’s need? 

What do others (the public, agencies, organizations) think about the effects? 

Preparing an EIS is a substantial undertaking, involving the agency’s staff, other agencies, specialized 
environmental science contractors, and the public 

THE PUBLIC ROLE IN THE EIS

At the outset of an EIS, the action agency (BLM), asks for public input about what should be included in 
the scope of the study.  This is the purpose of tonight’s “scoping meeting”— to solicit your feedback about 
what issues should be addressed in the Copper Flat Mine EIS.  

Once a draft of the EIS has been developed, we will make this document available to the public.  We will 
ask interested parties for their comments on the draft, refine the EIS as needed in response to comments 
received, and then publish the Final EIS.   

HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EIS PROCESS:

To submit comments or request a copy of the draft and final EIS, you can: 

Fill out the comment form available here tonight, and leave it here with us. 

Take the form with you upon exiting and mail it by the date and to the address below.   

Fax to:  (703) 760-4899. 

Email to:  BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov; 

Mail to:  Copper Flat Mine C/O Mangi Environmental Group, 7927 Jones Branch Drive, McLean 
VA 22102; 

Send us your thoughts through the website with our online comment form:  www.cuflateis.com.

Call the toll-free number and leave your comments: 1 (866) 760-1421 

To be fully considered, comments should be sent by March 9, 2012.

Thank you for your time and your interest. 



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Las Cruces District Office
1800 Marquess Street

Las Cruces, New Mexico   88005 
         www.blm.gov/nm

In Reply Refer To:
1793 (L0000)

February 3, 2012

Dear Interested Party:

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Cruces District invites you to participate in the identification
of issues to determine the scope for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) concerning the planned 
construction, operation, and mine reclamation of the Copper Flat Mine in Sie1Ta County, New Mexico.

New Mexico Copper Corporation (NMCC) submitted a Mining Plan of Operations to the BLM for 
mining and processing copper and other minerals at the Copper Flat mine in central Sierra County.  The
proposed mine is located approximately 4 miles north-northeast of the town of Hillsboro, New Mexico.
Mining, ore processing and related activities will occur on both private and BLM lands.

As the EIS process begins, the BLM's goal is to reach out and involve the public.  The first opportunity 
for you to participate will be at the upcoming open houses for public scoping.  The purpose of the public 
scoping process is to discover relevant issues that will influence the scope of the environmental analysis,
including alternatives to the proposed action, and guide the process for developing the EIS.

Participants will have an opportunity to talk with resource and planning specialists, and are encouraged to
provide comments on the scope of the EIS and on potential alternatives, to share issues and concerns, and 
to ask questions.  BLM will consider these comments in determining the scope of the EIS, including 
alternatives to the proposed action.

The open house format also will allow the BLM, NMCC, and State agencies to provide information about
the EIS process, the proposed action, as well as information regarding the development, operation, and
mine reclamation for the Copper Flat mining claims.  The public scoping open houses will be:

FEBRUARY 22, 2012 7-9 P.M. 
HILLSBORO COMMUNITY CENTER

ELENORE ST.
HILLSBORO, NEW MEXICO

FEBRUARY 23, 2012 7-9 P.M.
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES CIVIC AND CONVENTION CENTER

400 WEST FOURTH
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES,  NEW MEXICO

Your thoughts, ideas, and comments are important to us throughout the process.  Please attend the
scoping open houses or send us your written comments on the enclosed comment form before the scoping
period ends, which is March 9, 2012.

TAKE PRIDE•
IN AMERICA
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You may also submit comments using any of the following methods: EMAIL:

BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov

FAX: 1(703) 760-4899

TOLL-FREE NUMBER: 1(866) 760-1421

MAIL:
Copper Flat Mine
C/O Mangi Environmental Group
7927 Jones Branch Drive, Suite 150
Mclean, VA 22102

Also if you wish to be removed from the mailing list, please let us know by checking the box on the comment 
form.  Otherwise your name will be retained on the list and you will receive information on the Copper Flat project 
in the future.  Informational materials like this letter will be available on the Copper Flat website at 
www.cuflateis.com.

BLM will provide you an opportunity later in the process to review the Draft EIS, which is scheduled for release
in January 2013.  During the public review period, BLM will conduct public meetings to accept comments on the 
adequacy of the Draft EIS.  Written comments will also be accepted during the review period.

If you have any questions, please contact Mike Smith at 575-525-4421.

Sincerely,

Bill Childress
District Manager

1 Enclosure



DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR 
COPPER FLAT MINE PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Cruces District Office invites the public to 
attend one of its public open house meetings on a proposed Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) analyzing the potential environmental and socioeconomic effects associated 
with activities at the Copper Flat Mine near Hillsboro, New Mexico. 

Public meetings will be held from 7-9 p.m. on the dates listed, at the following locations: 

February 22, 2012     February 23, 2012 
Hillsboro Community Center   Truth or Consequences Civic and 
Elenore St.     Convention Center 
Hillsboro, NM     400 West Fourth 

Truth or Consequences, NM 

The BLM issued a Notice of Intent January 9, 2012, in the Federal Register announcing it will 
prepare a draft EIS pursuant to Section 102(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA).

Meeting participants are encouraged to provide comments on the scope of the EIS and on 
alternatives, to share issues and concerns and to ask questions.  The BLM will consider these 
comments in determining the scope of the EIS, including alternatives to the proposed action. 

The scoping period began January 9, 2012, and will run through March 9, 2012.  All 
comments should be postmarked on or before March 9, 2012. 

You may also submit comments using any of the following methods:

EMAIL: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov

FAX: 1 (703) 760 4899

TOLL FREE NUMBER: 1 (866) 760 1421

                    U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

  BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 



Contact: Doug Haywood

Phone: (575) 525 4498

Email: dhaywood@blm.gov

Copper Flat Mine EIS Fact Sheet 

It is the mission of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to sustain 
the health, diversity, and productivity of the public lands for the use 
and enjoyment of present and future generations.  BLM is responsible for managing a large spectrum of 
natural resource values.  It administers more public land- over 245 million acres- than any other Federal 
agency in the United States.  Most of this land is located in the 12 Western states.  The BLM also manages 
700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. 

The New Mexico Copper Corporation (NMCC) has submitted a Mining Plan of Operations (MPO).  This 
plan proposes to reactivate and expand an existing open-pit copper-molybdenum mine at the Copper Flat 
site.  The total surface disturbance associated with this MPO would be 1396 acres, which would be 
divided between public lands (661 acres) and private estate (734 acres). 

Cooperating Agencies and Team 

Four agencies will participate in the project as cooperating agencies.  These include: 

Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) 
New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) 
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (NMDGF) 
Office of the State Engineer (OSE) 

BLM has established an Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) of agency specialists and advisors from the 
involved agencies to assist in the oversight of the joint federal/state review processes, including the 
identification of relevant issues, data needs, alternatives to the proposed action and appropriate 
methodology for assessment of environmental consequences. 

Regulatory Compliance 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), all Federal agencies proposing actions 
that would likely result in significant impacts to the environment must prepare an ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS).  The EIS improves agency decision making by identifying impacts, 
analyzing alternative project approaches, and eliciting public involvement.





Copper Mining / Copper Flat Overview 

What is Copper? 
Copper is a metal that can be readily stretched, molded and shaped.  It is resistant to corrosion and has 
very high thermal and electrical conductivity. It is also one of only a few metals that have these properties 
and that occurs abundantly. The metal and its alloys have been in use for over 10,000 years, with mining 
origins in Cyprus. Copper can be found as either native copper or as part of minerals such as chalcopyrite 
and chalcocite (copper sulfides), azurite and malachite (copper carbonates) and cuprite (copper oxide).   

Where is Copper found? 
Copper is found naturally 
throughout the world in the 
Earth’s crust.  It is most 
commonly found in deposits with 
other metals such as nickel, 
zinc, gold, silver and moly.  The 
largest amounts of low-grade 
copper-bearing material are 
found in porphyry copper 
deposits.  Most copper is mined 
or extracted as either copper 
sulfides or oxides from large 
open pit mines in porphyry 
copper deposits that contain 0.4 
to 1.0% copper. Examples 
include Chuquicamata in Chile, 
Bingham Canyon Mine in Utah, 
and Tyrone and Chino Mines in 
New Mexico.  

What are the stages in Copper mining? 
The first stage in copper mining is distinguishing between ore and overburden.  Ore is defined as material 
that can be economically mined; whereas overburden (often referred to as waste) is non-economic 
material overlaying or intermixed with the ore. All material is first drilled and blasted and the ore is taken 
to a concentrator for processing. At the concentrator, the ore is crushed and then ground to the 
consistency of ladies’ face powder.  Following the grinding circuit, the ore (now a slurry) is sent to 
flotation.  In the flotation section, the ore and compressed air are introduced at the bottom of large tanks 
and combined with reagents (mostly soaps and pine oils).  These reagents have an affinity for copper and 
when combined with the compressed air create a froth of bubbles.  The copper (and other metals) sticks 
to the bubbles and ‘floats’ to the surface and is skimmed off.  The next step involves a mechanical 
thickener which separates the water from the skimmed bubbles (ore). The water then re-circulates into 
the grinding sections and the bubbles (now called concentrate) are sent to a filter plant where more water 
is removed and recycled.  This step is repeated to recover as much copper as possible. The final stage is 
delivering waste material, called tailings, to a lined storage facility.  Here, more water is reclaimed and 
cycled back to the milling process.  The concentrate is then shipped to either a smelter or refinery for 
further processing. 

What are some common uses of Copper? 
Approximately 65 percent of copper produced is for electrical purposes, including power generation and 
transmission.  The element is also commonly used in construction of plumbing, roofing, shipbuilding, 
industrial engines, as well as cars, trains and trams.  The average car contains almost one mile of copper 
wire; total copper ranges from 44 pounds in small cars to 99 pounds in larger vehicles; and a hybrid 
vehicle uses about twice the copper of a regular internal combustion engine. The typical average 
American uses 935 pounds of copper in his or her lifetime.  



Is Copper recyclable?  
Yes, and today approximately 10 percent of copper is recycled. Copper is the third most recycled metal 
by volume after iron and aluminum.  Although copper has virtually unlimited recyclability, the world’s 
growing needs cannot be met by recycled copper alone.  Mining is essential to meet the world’s growing 
copper demand. 

What is the Copper Flat mine? 
The Copper Flat mine is a porphyry copper / molybdenum deposit located in the historic Hillsboro / Las 
Animas mining district southwest of Truth or Consequences, NM near the town of Hillsboro  The mine is 
owned and – following permitting –  will be operated by THEMAC Resources Group, Ltd (THEMAC). 

What permits are required for the Copper Flat mine to become operational?
THEMAC is required to obtain more than 26 significant state and federal permits to become operational.  
Many permits are necessary before the re-construction of the mine can begin.  Some of the major permits 
required are: Approval of Plan of Operations (Federal), Environmental Impact Statement (Federal), Mining 
Permit (State), Permit to Construct (State), Permit to Operate (State) and many more.  A list of some of 
the most significant permits THEMAC must obtain can be accessed in the community section at 
http://themacresourcesgroup.com. You can also learn more about permitting requirements at the NM 
Mining and Minerals Division (http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/mmd/); NM Game and Fish Department 
(http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/); and the NM Environment Department 
(http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/).

What studies are required for the Copper Flat mine to become operational? 
THEMAC is required to meet stringent state and federal regulatory requirements including permitting and 
engineering; these requirements are in place to protect the environment and communities surrounding the 
mine.  A partial list of the studies required in order for THEMAC to meet and – where possible – exceed 
these requirements include: baseline water characterization (surface and groundwater), air quality, 
vegetation, wildlife, cultural resources and geochemistry. 

How much water will the Copper Flat Mine use? 
Although THEMAC’s water characterization and aquifer testing is still in progress, there is a great deal of 
available data on copper mine water usage to share at this early stage. Copper mines in the Southwest 
US typically use approximately 150-160 gallons per ton of ore, with about 60-70% of the water in use 
coming from recycling-reuse process streams. THEMAC is taking steps to employ modern conservation 
practices and new technologies where applicable, to minimize water usage while efficiently supplying the 
water needs of mineral production operations.  

Will the land at the Copper Flat mine be restored after production? 
Yes, THEMAC is committed to making a lasting contribution to the health, safety and welfare of the 
community through responsible environmental, economic and social stewardship.  THEMAC is 100 
percent committed to meeting and exceeding reclamation and closure requirements at Copper Flat, 
working with state and federal agencies and interested local community members.  

How is THEMAC supporting and interacting with the local community near the 
Copper Flat mine? 
THEMAC commits to being a good neighbor. In addition to hosting regular outreach sessions in order to 
understand and respond to people’s concerns, THEMAC is working with local community members to 
form environmental, social and economic initiatives. One current focus is on job training partnerships. 
These efforts will help prepare local residents interested in the various employment opportunities at the 
Copper Flat Mine. Such initiatives are only the beginning of a long-term commitment to community 



interaction and engagement, during the permitting and construction period and through the life of the 
mine.

How many jobs will the Copper Flat mine create? 
Mine production-related jobs are anticipated to be in excess of 150 jobs, including, but not limited to: 
equipment operators, truck drivers, mechanics, electricians, welders, mill operators, crusher operators, 
drillers, blasters, laborers, geologists, engineers, mine planners, supervisors, lab technicians and 
administrative support.   On-going socio-economic studies and the initiation of workforce training 
strategies in partnership with the communities will provide additional information in the near-term.  

References 

NM Mining and Minerals Division (http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/mmd/)
NM Game and Fish Department (http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/)
NM Environment Department (http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/)
Bureau of Land Management (http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en.html)
Mineral Information Institute (http://www.mii.org/)



NewMexico

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LANDMANAGEMENT

Agenda

Open House 7:00-7:30
Scoping Presentation 7:30 -8:00
Public Comment Period 8:00-9:00



NewMexico

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LANDMANAGEMENT



MISSION STATEMENT

The BLM’s mission is to sustain the health, 
diversity, and productivity of the public lands 
for the use and enjoyment of present and 
future generations.



Manages 

More than 5.4 million surface acres

7 million subsurface acres of public land 

In 6 southwestern New Mexico counties.



Resources Overseen 
Special Management Areas
Recreation Activities
Wildlife
Rangeland Management
Realty
Minerals
Cultural Resources
Soils
Hydrology
Air



State of New Mexico
New Mexico Environmental Division
NM Mining and Minerals Division
NM Department of Game & Fish
Office of the State Engineer (Pending)



THEMAC Resources Group subsidiary

Copper Flat Chief Executive Officer - Andre 
Douchane

Graduate New Mexico Tech
30+ years mining experience

100% ownership of the Copper Flat Mine

Submitted a Mine Plan of Operations with BLM



Copper Flat mine
1982 - Operated 3½ months
1986 - Buildings/equipment removed and sold
910 acres previously disturbed land

Reactivate, Reutilize and expand 
676 acres new disturbance
Concrete structural foundations are strong
Effectively utilize previous layouts
Improve economic feasibility
Sustainability – energy and environmental costs



Operations
17 year duration –based on current feasibility study
Utilize water reuse strategies
Process 5.8 million tons of copper ore annually
Yield 36 million lbs. of copper annually

Reclamation
10 year duration
Stabilize slopes with vegetation
Controlled abandonment of monitoring wells
Reclamation of access roads
Reclamation bond provides assurance



Purpose of Tonight’s Meeting

Introduce BLM’s NEPA Process
Answer Questions, Listen to Input, Identify 

Issues
Define the scope of analysis with your input



Copper Flat Mine Project
NEPA timeline and milestones

Spring 2012 Summer/Fall 2012 Winter 2012/2013 2013

Scoping 
Period

NOI

Public 
Comment 

Period
ends

March 9

NOA

Evaluation & 
Analysis

Prepare Draft EIS
60-day 

comment 
period

Address 
Comments

Prepare ROD

ROD
MPO

Final EIS
Draft EIS

NOA
Address 

comments
Prepare 
final EIS

NOI=Notice of Intent
NOA=Notice of Availability
EIS=Environment Impact Statement
ROD=Record of Decision



Inform the public of intention to mine

Solicit input from the public on issues so 
project minimizes environmental impacts

Comment period closes March 9, 2012

Next Steps: Mangi & BLM develop 
alternatives, analyze impacts, write EIS

Public opportunity to comment on Draft EIS



Scoping Period concludes March 9, 2012
Preliminary Draft EIS September 10, 2012
Agency Draft EIS November 12, 2012
Public Draft EIS December 5, 2012
Public Comment Period December 17, 2012 to 

February 15, 2013
Admin Final EIS June 25, 2013
Public Comment Period July 9, 2013 to August 7, 2013
Final ROD issued September 18, 2013



Ways to comment
Tonight – Written or Oral
Email - BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov
Web Site - www.cuflateis.com
Mail - Copper Flat Mine c/o Mangi 

Environmental Group
7927 Jones Branch Drive
McLean VA 22102

Toll-Free – (866) 760-1421
Fax – (703) 760-4899





Appendix G: 

Public Scoping Comment Form 

 



Environmental Impact Statement
BLM WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!

SCOPING COMMENT FORM

Please return this form by MARCH 9, 2012.  Additional sheets may be attached if more space is 
needed.  Fold the form so the address is showing and tape or staple the edges together to mail it. 
POSTAGE  is required.

____________________________________________________
Name

____________________________________________________
Address

_______________________________
Organization (if applicable)

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you 

____________________________________________________
City                                                    State                             Zip

Organization (if applicable)

Add to Mailing List       □ YES □ NO

PLEASE PRINT

should be aware that your entire comment – including your personal identifying information – may be made publicly available at 
any time.  While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot 
guarantee that we will be able to do so.  All submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying 
themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, are available for public inspection in their entirety.

_________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ FOLD HERE ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

___________________________________
From
___________________________________

First Class 
Postage 
Required

___________________________________

Copper Flat Mine
c/o Mangi Environmental Group
7927 Jones Branch Drive, Suite 150
Mclean, VA 22102
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Coded Comments 

 

 

 



Anonymous1 2-27-12 via website 
 
 
Social/economic effects Health and Safety effects  
 
The jobs that the mine will create are desperately needed. They will positively impact our 
economy as well as the overall well-being of the employees and their families. 
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THEMAC
RESOURCES

March 9, 2012

Copper Flat Mine
c/o Mangi Environmental Group
7927 Jones Branch Drive, Suite #150
McLean VA 22102
Attn.: Doug Haywood
Program Manager
Submitted via email to: ELM NM LCDO Comments@blm.gov
Mailed March 9,2012

Re: Scoping Comments, Copper Flat Mine, Sierra County New Mexico

Dear Mr. Haywood:

We are pleased to have the opportunity to submit scoping comments below
and thank you for the opportunity to do so. We are submitting two letters
due to differing schedules ofTHEMAC representatives.

Proper Parameters

We are committed to constructing, operating and reclaiming the Copper Flat
Mine in an environmentally sound, socially responsible manner. We do,
however, believe that is best done by maintaining reasonable parameters in
the EIS and ROD.

Therefore, please be sure to confine the examinations and possible
mitigations to their proper boundaries. For example, there was a call for
analysis of water that is well beyond the geographic and hydrologic scope of
the project. The analysis should not contemplate every remote possibility or
everything someone wishes be considered. Similarly, the analysis of air and
other resources should of course be thorough and comprehensive, but also
limited to the actual impacts of the Copper Flat project

Again, we believe those things that will be impacted by the project must and
will be properly analyzed, and that casting the net too broadly or being
drawn into analysis of factors that are remotely relevant detracts from
thorough work on those that truly are appropriate for inclusion.

THEMAC Resources Group, Ltd I 2425 San Pedro Drive NE, Suite 100 I Albuquerque, NM 87110
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Socio-Economics

Several people at the Scoping meetings made salient comments regarding the
socio-economic benefits of the project, and we urge you to review those.

We do believe the Copper Flat Mine can and will play an integral role in a
diversified economy for Sierra County and the region. We also believe that
tourism and retirement dollars will continue to play significant roles in the
County and region's economy, and that there is substantial existing housing
capacity (housing, labor, etc.) in the County and region for handling the
project. In that vein, we recommend the Socio-Economic section of the DEIS
analyze and discuss:

• The value and benefit of having additional jobs, goods-and-services
purchases etc. of a mine (construction through reclamation) for two
decades as a part of the Sierra County economy.

• The challenges posed by an economy being overly dependent on one or
two sectors, specifically including tourism and retirees.

• The existing competition between communities for garnering tourism
and retiree dollars, particularly in the Southwestern United States.

• The existing capacity of Sierra County and the region for labor,
contracting, housing, etc.

Tax Revenues and Expenditures

Based in part on comments presented during the Scoping meetings, we believe it may be
beneficial for the DEIS to briefly explain the amounts and approximate likely allocations of
tax revenues generated by the project. Similarly, there may be benefit in discussing which
subdivisions of government are responsible for which services and infrastructure. As an
example, there seems to be some misunderstanding about where tax dollars paid by New
Mexico Copper Corporation will go, and also about which roads are maintained by the State
and which are maintained by Sierra County.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kind regards,

. Cl~~
Ann Carpenter
Project Director
THEMAC Resources Group

2
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1

Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 9:09 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Scoping Comments Letter
Attachments: ScopingComments CuFlat_Ltr 2 THEMAC 030912.pdf

 
 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 7:53 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Scoping Comments Letter 
 
More NMCC scoping comments. 
 

From: Ann Carpenter [mailto:acarpenter@themacresourcesgroup.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 4:02 PM 
To: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments; Haywood, Doug 
Cc: Jens Deichmann 
Subject: Copper Flat Scoping Comments Letter 
 
Please see the attached document representing a second scoping comment letter that THEMAC Resources Group is 
submitting. Thank you. 
 
Ann Carpenter 
Project Director 
THEMAC Resources Group 

JSepanik
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2012 11:29 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Scoping Issues.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Professional
Attachments: Copper Flat Scoping Issues.pdf

 
 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2012 8:59 AM 
To: Bruce Frederick; Smith, Michael A; Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Cc: Barnitz Jr., John A; Montoya, Jennifer A 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Scoping Issues.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Professional 
 
Bruce, 
 
Thank you for providing us with your scoping issues on behalf of the Ladder Ranch.  We will make sure that these issues 
are addressed in the Copper Flat EIS.  If you have any additional questions or concerns please drop me a line. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Douglas Haywood 
BLM Project Manager 
575‐525‐4498 
 

From: Bruce Frederick [mailto:bfrederick@nmelc.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 4:12 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug; Smith, Michael A 
Cc: 'Bruce Frederick' 
Subject: Copper Flat Scoping Issues.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Professional 
 

Dear Mr. Haywood and Mr. Smith: 

I am submitting the attached letter of behalf of the Ladder Ranch. 

Best Regards,  

Bruce Frederick, Staff Attorney 

New Mexico Environmental Law Center 

1405 Luisa Street, Suite 5 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

505-989-9022 

<<...>>  
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 5:56 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Cc: Bernard Pleau; Erica Earhart; sshiell14@md.metrocast.net
Subject: FW: Copper Flat

Just in case you accept my request for you to manage the comment database, here is one of two comments they have 
received since the NOI was published. I will forward the other shortly. 
 
Dave 
 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 10:21 AM 
To: bfrederick@nmelc.org 
Cc: Montoya, Jennifer A; Smith, Michael A 
Subject: Copper Flat 
 
Bruce, 
 
Thanks for your continued interest in the Copper Flat EIS.  I will burn you a CD today and get it into the mail that has the 
OLD Draft EIS from 1996 on it.  Keep in mind that this was never signed so it’s just a unsigned draft not a decision 
document from BLM. 
 
On the current scoping issue, there has not been any scoping letters issued yet.  The NOI was listed in the Federal 
Register on January 9, 2012 with a public scoping period ending on February 8, 2012 or 15 days after the last public 
scoping meeting.  We are currently working on the scoping letter and anticipate that we will send these out by February 
3, 2012 (you will be included in this distribution).  Currently we are planning to have the last scoping meeting around 
February 23, 2012.  The actual date will be in the scoping letter.  There will then be 15 days to provide any additional 
scoping issues after this meeting.  So if the last scoping meeting is on February 23, 2012 then public comments will need 
to be submitted by March 9, 2012.  These dates will be confirmed in the scoping letter. 
 
If you have any additional questions please shoot Mike or me an email. 
 
Thanks, 
Douglas Haywood 
BLM Project Manager 
575‐525‐4498   
 

From: Smith, Michael A  
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 5:19 PM 
To: Montoya, Jennifer A; Haywood, Doug 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat 
 
So…what’s our policy on releasing draft EIS documents for long‐dead projects? 
 
Regarding his scoping issues – there is no e‐mail scoping list, only the mailing list. I will explain to him that we did not 
send out e‐mails and that he will receive a letter once we determine our direction on the old AltaGold EIS. 
 
Thanks ‐ MS 
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From: Bruce Frederick [mailto:bfrederick@nmelc.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 5:15 PM 
To: Smith, Michael A 
Subject: RE: Copper Flat 
 
Mike, 
 
Is it possible to obtain a copy of the old draft EIS that was done of the Copper Flat mine? 
 
Also, I did not receive email notice of the upcoming deadline for scoping comments.  Did BLM send notice to 
folks on the email list or did it only publish notice in the federal register?  I ask because if it is the former than 
my name may not have found its way onto the list.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Bruce Frederick, Staff Attorney 
New Mexico Environmental Law Center 
1405 Luisa Street, Suite 5 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-989-9022 
 
From: Smith, Michael A [mailto:michaelsmith@blm.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 02, 2011 8:30 AM 
To: Bruce Frederick 
Subject: RE: Copper Flat 
 
Mr. Frederick: 
 
I apologize for the delayed response. You have been added to the Copper Flat mailing list at the address below. You 
asked about existing electronic documents that I can provide. Attached are the memorandum of understanding we have 
entered into with the State Agencies. 
 
Regards, 
 
Michael Smith 
Geologist ‐ BLM 
Las Cruces District Office 
1800 Marquess Street 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
575‐525‐4421 
mikesmit@blm.gov 
 
 
 

From: Bruce Frederick [mailto:bfrederick@nmelc.org]  
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 12:30 PM 
To: Smith, Michael A 
Subject: Copper Flat 
 

Good morning Mr. Smith, 
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Please include me on the scoping list for the Copper Flat Project. 

Are there any existing documents regarding this project that you can provide me electronically? 

Thank you, 

Bruce Frederick, Staff Attorney 

New Mexico Environmental Law Center 

1405 Luisa Street, Suite 5 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

505-989-9022 
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New Mexico

Environmental Law Center

TM

February 8, 2012

Mr. Douglas Haywood
BLM Las Cruces District Office
1800 Marquess Street
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Re: Copper Flat Mine; Environmental Impact Statement; Scoping

Dear Mr. Haywood:

The New Mexico Environmental Law Center represents the Ladder Ranch, which is
located immediately north of the proposed Copper Flat Mine ("the Mine"). This letter responds
to the Bureau of Land Management's ("BLM's") January 9, 2012, Notice ofIntent to Prepare
an Environmental Impact Statement ["EIS"] for the Proposed Copper Flat Mine Plan of
Operations, Sierra County, NM ("Notice of Intent").

The Copper Flat Mine, if approved, will constitute an "irretrievable commitment of
resources" and have substantial, long-lasting direct and indirect impacts on the environment.
Ladder Ranch urges BLM to identify, disclose, and fully analyze all such impacts in its
environmental analysis, including the cumulative impacts of the Mine when considered in
combination with other existing projects and known and reasonably foreseeable future projects.
Pursuant to the NO!, Ladder Ranch submits the following list of issues that BLM should
include within the scope of its environmental analysis.

Issues within the Scope onhe Copper Flat Mine EIS

1. What are the baseline enviromnental conditions, including the existing quality of
surface water, grolmd water and springs; wetlands; vegetation and soil types; wildlife and
habitat; hydrogeology; seismicity; air quality; artifacts; current and historic cultural sites;
property uses?

2. What are all potential sources of air and water pollution at the Mine, potential
contaminant pathways, vulnerable communities and environments, and means to prevent such
pollution?

3. What is the potential of current and future stockpiles of waste rock and tailings to
generate acid rock drainage, in perpetuity, under changing climatic conditions?

1405 Luisa Street, Suite 5 Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone (505) 989-9022 Fax (505) 989-3769 nmelc@nmelc.org
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Mr. Douglas Haywood
February 8,2012
Page 2

4. What chemicals will be used in the various industrial processes at the Mine, and
what are the means of storage, transportation, use, and disposal; how will accidental releases to
the environment be prevented; what leak prevention and detection will be implemented?

5. What are the most likely contaminants that could inadvertently be released into
groundwater, and in what amount? If there is such a release, what will be the direction and rate
ofmigration, means of containment and remediation, likelihood of returning polluted water to
pre-mining condition, etc.? What contingency plans will be in place?

6. What are the sources and potential for hazards and disasters at the Mine, such as
accidental explosion, releases to toxic gas, or fire? What contingency plans will be in place?

7. How, what and in what quantities will solid and hazardous waste be generated,
stored, transported, disposed of? What means will be used to minimize waste, and what is the
potential for recycling and reuse?

8. How will the Mine footprint be minimized?

9. What is the potential for reclamation to occur concurrently with mining, and how
will this proceed?

1O. How will surface water run-on and nm-offbe controlled and minimized?

11. How will unauthorized access to the Mine be prevented?

12. How will the design ofpits, ponds and lagoons prevent leakage, overflow, and
access by birds and other wildlife, etc.?

13. What is the extent, nature and cause of existing pollution at the site, what
reclamation is currently underway, and how will this impact the proposed new operations?

14. What are the potential nuisance issues, including potential issues relating to
traffic, noise, light, dust, odor, hours of operation, explosions, etc?

15. How will the long-term post-mining value of the land and environment be
preserved? What are the post-mining land uses? How large will the open pit be and how will it
be reclaimed? What will the quality of the pit water be?

16. What will the cumulative impact of the Mine's use of water be, including the
drawdown caused by its production wells and evaporation from the open pit? What will be the
rate and extent of drawdown caused by the Mine's operations, and how will this drawdown
impact existing water users, water rights, surface flows, and springs, etc.?

17. What are all the uses of water at the Mine and what is the total consumptive use?
What means will be employed to conserve and recycle water?
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Mr. Douglas Haywood
February 8,2012
Page 3

18. What is the required amount of power to operate the Mine, and what is the source,
and availability of such power? What impacts will serving this new power demand have on the
environment, including impacts relating to additional coal mining, emission of greenhouse gases
and other pollutants, power conveyance, etc.?

19. What is the nature and validity of the applicant's mining claims on federal public
lands? Does the Mine have valid unpatented mining claims under the General Mining Law of
1872 such that it could meet the standard for obtaining a patent to federal lands? Will the use of
the unpatented mining claims, such as placement of waste rock piles, exceed the Mine's rights
under 1872 Mining Act?

20. Are there other mining claims or federal minerals in the area that are subject to
location or lease, and what will be the cumulative impact of mining all these claims/minerals
when considered in combination with the Copper Flat claims?

21. What other existing, known and reasonably foreseeable activities in the area
could, when considered in combination the Mine, cause cumulative environmental impacts?

22. Does the Mine own valid water rights in sufficient quantities to conduct both
mining and reclamation, and are further permits from the State Engineer required?

23. What is the economic viability of the Mine and its backers? What is the potential
for bankruptcy or other problems that could prevent the Mine from complying with its
enviromnental obligations? In what amounts and in what forms will fmancial assurance be
provided?

24. How will the post-mining value of public lands be preserved? What assurance
will there be that public lands will not be used as a dmnping ground?

25. Are there sufficient federal resources to assure proper operations, monitoring,
oversight, reclamation, reporting, etc?

26. What are the potential impacts on threatened and endangered species and
biodiversity within the surrounding area that could be affected by the Mine, including potential
water table draw-downs in nearby drainages (e.g. Animas and Cave Creeks), diminishment of
spring flow, etc.?

27. What impacts will the Mine have on current local custom and culture in the area,
including the local community of Hillsboro?

28. What is the potential for damage to nearby existing structures from
blasting!ground vibrations?
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Mr. Douglas Haywood
February 8,2012
Page 4

29. What impact will the Mine have on existing views, aesthetics, tourism, local
businesses, scenery, etc.?

30. How and to where will partially processed ore from the Mine be transported, and
to what further processing will it be subjected? What are the environmental impacts of such
transportation and processing?

31. Is there a market for the copper produced from the Mine, and where is that
market? Will the copper be sold and used domestically or overseas?

Ifyou have any questions regarding the forgoing list of issues, please do not hesitate to
contact me. The Ladder Ranch reserves the right to propose additional issues as more
information about the Mine becomes available.

Best regards,

~
R. Bruce Frederick
Staff Attorney, NMELC

cc: Russ Miller
Steve Dobrott
Josh Marks
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 5:56 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Cc: Bernard Pleau; Erica Earhart; sshiell14@md.metrocast.net
Subject: FW: Copper Flat

Just in case you accept my request for you to manage the comment database, here is one of two comments they have 
received since the NOI was published. I will forward the other shortly. 
 
Dave 
 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 10:21 AM 
To: bfrederick@nmelc.org 
Cc: Montoya, Jennifer A; Smith, Michael A 
Subject: Copper Flat 
 
Bruce, 
 
Thanks for your continued interest in the Copper Flat EIS.  I will burn you a CD today and get it into the mail that has the 
OLD Draft EIS from 1996 on it.  Keep in mind that this was never signed so it’s just a unsigned draft not a decision 
document from BLM. 
 
On the current scoping issue, there has not been any scoping letters issued yet.  The NOI was listed in the Federal 
Register on January 9, 2012 with a public scoping period ending on February 8, 2012 or 15 days after the last public 
scoping meeting.  We are currently working on the scoping letter and anticipate that we will send these out by February 
3, 2012 (you will be included in this distribution).  Currently we are planning to have the last scoping meeting around 
February 23, 2012.  The actual date will be in the scoping letter.  There will then be 15 days to provide any additional 
scoping issues after this meeting.  So if the last scoping meeting is on February 23, 2012 then public comments will need 
to be submitted by March 9, 2012.  These dates will be confirmed in the scoping letter. 
 
If you have any additional questions please shoot Mike or me an email. 
 
Thanks, 
Douglas Haywood 
BLM Project Manager 
575‐525‐4498   
 

From: Smith, Michael A  
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 5:19 PM 
To: Montoya, Jennifer A; Haywood, Doug 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat 
 
So…what’s our policy on releasing draft EIS documents for long‐dead projects? 
 
Regarding his scoping issues – there is no e‐mail scoping list, only the mailing list. I will explain to him that we did not 
send out e‐mails and that he will receive a letter once we determine our direction on the old AltaGold EIS. 
 
Thanks ‐ MS 
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From: Bruce Frederick [mailto:bfrederick@nmelc.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 5:15 PM 
To: Smith, Michael A 
Subject: RE: Copper Flat 
 
Mike, 
 
Is it possible to obtain a copy of the old draft EIS that was done of the Copper Flat mine? 
 
Also, I did not receive email notice of the upcoming deadline for scoping comments.  Did BLM send notice to 
folks on the email list or did it only publish notice in the federal register?  I ask because if it is the former than 
my name may not have found its way onto the list.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Bruce Frederick, Staff Attorney 
New Mexico Environmental Law Center 
1405 Luisa Street, Suite 5 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505-989-9022 
 
From: Smith, Michael A [mailto:michaelsmith@blm.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 02, 2011 8:30 AM 
To: Bruce Frederick 
Subject: RE: Copper Flat 
 
Mr. Frederick: 
 
I apologize for the delayed response. You have been added to the Copper Flat mailing list at the address below. You 
asked about existing electronic documents that I can provide. Attached are the memorandum of understanding we have 
entered into with the State Agencies. 
 
Regards, 
 
Michael Smith 
Geologist ‐ BLM 
Las Cruces District Office 
1800 Marquess Street 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
575‐525‐4421 
mikesmit@blm.gov 
 
 
 

From: Bruce Frederick [mailto:bfrederick@nmelc.org]  
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 12:30 PM 
To: Smith, Michael A 
Subject: Copper Flat 
 

Good morning Mr. Smith, 
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Please include me on the scoping list for the Copper Flat Project. 

Are there any existing documents regarding this project that you can provide me electronically? 

Thank you, 

Bruce Frederick, Staff Attorney 

New Mexico Environmental Law Center 

1405 Luisa Street, Suite 5 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

505-989-9022 
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Ben Lewis hillbro@windstream.net PO Box 427 Hillsboro NM 88042 
 Ecological effects Historical/cultural effects Social/economic effects Health and Safety 
effects  
 
My wife, Doreen and I own and operate the Hillsboro General Store Cafe. In addition, I am a 
contractor with the US Postal Service. We own the only business that operates on a year round 
full time basis in Hillsboro. While we support mining and other resource extraction activities 
when conducted responsibly and within applicable state and federal laws, we do have the 
following concerns: 1. Ecological Effects As the former President of the Hillsboro Mutual 
Domestic Water Consumers Association (HMDWCA)I am concerned about the general draw 
down of the water table. While the wells utilized by the Association to serve the residents of 
Hillsboro are shallow relative to the wells utilized by THEMAC, I am also aware that the 
underground structure of fracture rhyolite is unmapped and the linkages between underground 
structures is virtually unknowable. Additionally, I know that the normal recharge that occurs in 
the spring and monsoon seasons has become less predictable and reliable. This may require the 
deepening of the existing wells or the location of new well fields if the commonly feared effect 
of water usage at the mine is realized. What remedial measures will be required of THEMAC in 
the event of adverse effects to the water supply of the community of Hillsboro? 2. 
Historical/cultural effects The General Store Cafe operates out of a 133 year old adobe building 
which together with the artifacts it contains, are our most valuable commercial assets, and 
together with the quality of our food provides our customers from around the world with a 
unique southwestern New Mexico experience. We are concerned that the blasting required to 
excavate the pit may destabilize our building which is also a community gathering place and is 
listed and recognized as a building of historical significance and a cultural asset. These concerns 
could be replicated for numerous buildings throughout the community. 3. Social/economic 
effects We understand the enthusiastic support for this project from the residents of Truth or 
Consequences and other parts of the county and we recognize there is a perception in the 
community that we would similarly support this project due to anticipated financial gain. Our 
concern is that while there may be some unquantified positive impact on our business, this 
project provides little potential positive benefits to the community while exposing it to all the 
risks.  Our business depends on the support of local residents, but we make our profits from 
regional, national and even international travelers. It is not clear whether the activities at the 
mine site will replace business we will lose due to increased traffic and degradation of the 
highway that supplies customers to our business.  For most residents of Hillsboro this 
development offers nothing. The community is now largely a retirement community with very 
few residents seeking regular employment that the mine would offer. 4. Health and Safety effects 
Our largest concern is the effect of increased traffic especially heavy trucks on highway 152. The 
highway as currently constructed, is narrow with no shoulders and not rated for the loads and 
volume that it will be required to carry. Typically 152 carries a mixture of RV's, pick ups with 
horse trailers, cyclist, motorcycles; a combination that in it's current configuration presents 
serious safety risks. We are also concerned about the depredation of wildlife that gather along the 
road and feed at night. We also are very concerned that the subdivisions of governments being 
consulted and participating in this process does not apparently include NM Dept of 
Transportation. What modifications are planned for HWY 152 to the mine site to accommodate 
the increased traffic volumes and weight loads that the highway will experience. What additional 
funds will be added to the maintenance budget for HWY 152? Summary The project as currently 
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described offers significant potential benefit to the parts of Sierra County that will not have to 
bear the direct adverse effects from the activities at the mine site. The community of Hillsboro 
appears to have little to gain, but much to lose. What investments is THEMAC prepared to make 
for the affected communities to provide real tangible benefits to the people who will be 
potentially be adversely affected by their activities?   
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 11:41 AM
To: Meghan Morse; Douglas Reaber, P.G.
Subject: FW: Copper flat

 
 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 8:36 AM 
To: Montoya, Jennifer A; Smith, Michael A; Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net); Myers, Kevin, OSE 
(kevin.myers@state.nm.us) 
Subject: FW: Copper flat 
 
Dave, 
 
Please include these Scoping comments in the EIS. 
 
Kevin, 
 
For your info. 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Douglas Haywood 
BLM Project Manager 
575‐525‐4498 
 
 

From: candi [mailto:candi@riolink.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 7:16 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: HERALD Kathleen Sloan 
Subject: Copper flat 
 
Doug Haywood- 
  
I got this email from Kathleen. (see below)   Then spoke with her on the phone about this.  She has a few facts wrong, but 
essentially told you and Cory Dur (?) and Bob Childress the essence of what happened  about the water rights 
Applications concerning the 6462 acre feet used at Copper Flat Mine by Copper Flat Partnership/ Quintana.  The Water 
Rights now owned by Harris Gray and William Frost.  The Water Rights so much in question about the quantiy and the 
actual legality of to continue to  own and use because they have not been used since the Copper Flat Mine shut down in 
1982-----30 years ago. 
  
I'd be happy to share this with you, but think I need a bit more understanding from you of what you need first.   
  
I have all the documentation, except the one newspaper article. 
  
Basically what I found is this: 
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In 1986 (four years after mining ceased at the Copper Flat Mine)The Copper Flat Partnership (Quintana) put in to the NM Office of the 
State Engineer Las Cruces (OSE) an 
 Application For Permit to Change Location of Wells and Place and Purpose of Use of Underground Waters  ( 57 pages) 
  
It was to abandon a portion of the wells associated with the 6462 acre feet of water rights used for the mining at Copper 
Flat Mine. This included the 4 main production wells. 
  
The new use would be  to drill 107 new wells down by Las Cruces, Dona Ana County, to be used for recreational, 
asethetic, Industrial, manufacturing, utility, municipal, residential, subdivision, construction, agricultural, stockraising, and 
mining.   
  
This Application for change was protested in June 1986 by Stahmann Farms, Inc, County of Dona Ana, EBID, City of El 
Paso, and Afton Sod Farm. 
  
1987: Copper Flat Partnership/Quintana sold the 6462 AF/AN of Water Rights  to Harris Gray in April 1987 while the 
application was still "active"  
  
Harris Gray then WITHDREW the above described Application in April 1987. 
  
In Sept 1988 Harris Gray  (6 years after mining ceased at the Copper Flat Mine surely 4 years after any water had been pumped from the wells)  put in 
to the OSE an  
Application  to Change Point of Diversion and Place and/or Purpose of Use from Ground Water to Surface. (this file 36 
pages) 
  
Gray was going to abandon the wells (used for mining at Copper Flat)including the 4 main production wells and create an 
earthen dam 65 feet in height, etc, on Seco Creek, to make a lake of 17 acres using part of the water rights.  The 
remaining water available in the amount of 6,390 AF will be used to irrigate the above described land with a diversion rate 
of 3 AF/AN and a consumptive use of 1.9 AF/AN.  The applicant (Gray) and G Lyda, the owner of the land, have entered 
into an agreement covering the development of the dam and the irrigated land. 
  
Oct 1988 This was Protested by Hydro-Search Resource Corp/Daniel L. Cravens, DBA  
[in fact this  was Hydo Resources Corp - George Lotspeich President making this protest] 
  
Then more legal backing and forthing went on for the next 14 months.  
  
1990 January - the OSE received a Change of Ownership of Water rights from Copper Flat Mining Company, LTD   
stating a claim of ownership of these 6462 AF/AN as a successor-in-interest to the [original] portestant [Hydro Resources]
  
Harris Gray Withdrew this application in January 1991. 
  
FEB 1991 Gold Express Corp sent the BLM a Plan of Operation with intent to reestablish the Quintana/Copper Flat mine. 
BLM contacted the OSE asking the status of the Water Rights associated with the mining activity. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
So two (2)  Applications were made to the OSE concerning the 6462 AF/AN water rights used for mining at Copper Flat 
Mine both including the 4 main production wells.   
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
An email was sent on 30 Nov 2011 to Max Yeh from Julie Maas, OSE.  The information in the email was used by 
Kathleen Sloan, Herald reporter in an article she wrote published in the Herald newspaper (date ??).  I saw it in the 
newspaper.  I noticed that Julie Maas, OSE said  
  
"After consulting our legal staff, this is a response to your "Appeal to the Office of the State Engineer Concerning 
NMCC's Water Rights for Copper Flat Mine", dated October 23, 2011.  
  
Historically, the State Engineer has addressed the amount of a water right established by Beneficial Use. 
Abandonment and forfeiture originate either in the context of an adjudication or an application, or in an enforcement 
action. This has been the case whether the claimed water right was initiated prior to State Engineer jurisdiction over 
the appropriation, whether declared or not, or initiated pursuant to a State Engineer permit. This approach has 
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proven to be practical, reasonable, and satisfactory in result, given Office of the State Engineer resources. 
Moreover, as has been the historic practice of the agency, the amount of water placed to Beneficial Use, forfeiture, 
and abandonment will apply to the rights claimed by NMCC either when they come before the State Engineer 
pursuant to an application or enforcement proceeding or if and when brought before the district court in a general 
adjudication proceeding." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
It seemed to me that if "Abandonment and forfeiture originate either in the context of an adjudication or an 
Application.....historically......according to the OSE legal staff, then they sure didn't follow their own historical procedures 
when CFP made it's Application in 1986 and Harris Gray made his Application in 1988.  Both Applications being 
significant, noteworthy and complicated by many issues.   
  
I talked with Kathleen Sloan about this question and she felt it surely was clearly a case of the OSE not doing it's required 
job to follow it's own rules.   We talked about how to go forward with this, but nothing has been done. 
  
That's it in a nutshell.  Please give me a call 575 894-4495 if you feel your BLM office would like to pursue this or needs more 
information.  I'd be so happy to share documentation with you or follow this up in anyway that would be helpful.  (Except the cost of 
hiring a lawyer is not possible.) 
  
Thanks for your help– 
 Candi Browne 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: Kathleen Sloan  
To: candi  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 12:35 PM 
Subject: scoping for NMCC EIS, OSE lack of response to transfer of water right 
 
Candi,  
 
Can you send that evidence you found that OSE, in 1988, under Alta Gold???? if I remember correctly, did 
nothing when they tried to transfer or sell water rights?  
 
can you send it to Doug Haywood, Project Manager for this NMCC scoping/EIS process?  
 
dhaywood@blm.gov 
 
thanks....k 
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Page 1               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

These are some of my Concerns about the possible construction, operation & 
reclamation & time after the reclamation of the proposed Copper Flat Mine, Sierra 
County, New Mexico.  Please add them for evaluation in the BLM, Las Cruces District, 
Environmental Impact Statement.  Thank you.  Candi Browne  
 
Available fresh water amounts to less than one half of one percent of 
all the water on Earth. 

That's less than ½ of 1% of all the water on Earth. 
~~~ 

There has never been a metallic sulfide mine that has not polluted water resources 
 where water was present. 

~~~ 
At least 36 states including New Mexico and Texas expect water shortages by 2013 

~~~ 
To permit an identified acid generating mine means that we are asking future 
generations to take on the responsibility for toxic waste sites that are going to have to 
be managed for possibly hundreds of years.  
Predictions about the success of managing this waste in the long term are, at best, 
speculative. 

~~~ 
CONCERNS  #4 Section 

 
17 - PRODUCTION WELLS – Animas Creek wells 

 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that the pumping of the 4 main  
Production Wells located in Sections 30 and 31, Township 15 South, Range 5 West can 
adversely affect the wells in the Animas Creek area. 
 
 
I request a current detailed up-to-date study showing the possible impact of the pumping 
of these wells & a plan to eliminate any impact and request it be included in the 
consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the 
BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 2               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

18 - PRODUCTION WELLS – Ancient Sycamores 
Riparian  

 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that the pumping of the Production 
Wells located in Sections 30 and 31, T15 South, Range 5 West may adversely affect 

o riparian environment of the Animas Creek valley 
o including any impact on the ancient sycamore trees growing in that valley,  
o the wild animals and birds who depend on this area.   

 
I am concerned because as of 1996 a study shows that: Wetlands cover [only] about 
482,000 acres (0.6 percent) of New Mexico; most are in the eastern and northern areas of 
the State. New Mexico's wetlands include forested wetlands, bottom-land shrublands, 
marshes, fens, alpine snow glades, wet and salt meadows, shallow ponds, and playa 
lakes. Riparian wetlands and playa lakes are especially valuable to migratory waterfowl 
and wading birds. New Mexico has lost about one-third of its wetlands (as of 1996), 
mostly due to agricultural conversion, diversion of water to irrigation, overgrazing, and 
urbanization. Other causes of loss or degradation have been mining, clear cutting, road 
construction, streamflow regulation, and invasion by nonnative plants. 
The value of the wetland lies in the benefits that its habitat, water-quality, and hydrologic 
functions provide to the environment &/or to people. Approximately 75 percent of all 
wetlands are privately owned, so individual landowners are crucial to the preservation of 
this ecosystem. 
 
 
 
 

We need to preserve what remains and encourage expansion of our wetlands. 

 
Animas Creek 2010 from switch back road 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
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Page 3               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

 
18 - PRODUCTION WELLS – Ancient Sycamores (continued) 

Riparian  
 

 
Ancient Sycamores on Animas Creek 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 4               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

18 - PRODUCTION WELLS – Ancient Sycamores (continued) 
Riparian  

 
 

 
Ancient Sycamore reflecting on Animas Creek 2010 

 
I request a current, up-to-date, detailed study showing the possible impact of the pumping 
of these wells and the impact on this riparian area and request it be included in the BLM 
& the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process consideration of the 
possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation. Thank you. 
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Page 5               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

19 - PRODUCTION WELLS – Farming & Agriculture 
 

Available fresh water amounts to less than one half of one percent of all the water on Earth. 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that the pumping of the Production 
Wells located in Sections 30 and 31, T15 South, Range 5 West may adversely affect 
water supply used for farming and agriculture in Sierra County.  
 

 
 
I request a current up-to-date detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this 
potential problem and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval 
or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal 
agencies involved in this EIS process. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

22 - PRODUCTION WELLS – loss of water  
 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the Copper Flat Mine Project, 
Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that the pumping of the Production Wells 
located in Sections 30 and 31, T15 South, Range 5 West and the use of this water for 
the purpose of mining, milling, etc.  will adversely affect water supply in any way. 
 
I am concerned because available fresh water amounts to less than one half of one percent of 
all the water on Earth.   

That's less than ½ of 1% of all water on Earth. 
 
I am concerned because I believe 

• Water is a public trust to be guarded at all levels of government 
• An adequate supply of clean water is a basic human right 
• Water must be conserved for all time 

• Water belongs to the earth and all species 
and I am finding in my research and my communication with various government 
agencies that the laws to protect our water resources, wildlife, etc may be 'on the books', 
but the implementation and enforcement of these laws is weak and lacking in foresight.  
 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) to the Social and Economic hardship this might cause. 
 
I request a current, up-to-date, detailed study showing the possible impact of the pumping 
of these wells and the impact on the overall water requirements of Sierra County, New 
Mexico and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial 
of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies 
involved in this EIS process. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

cromulo
Text Box
SI-10a

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04c

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04c

cromulo
Text Box
SI-10a

cromulo
Text Box
R

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04c

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04b

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04b

cromulo
Text Box
G-01

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04b

cromulo
Text Box
R



Page 6               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

20 - HAZARDOUS or TOXIC MATERIALS –Copper Concentrate 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that the NMCC Spill Contingency 
PLAN to handle any spillage of hazardous or toxic materials is inadequate because 
there is no detailed plan for the storage and handling of their Copper Concentrate. 
 
CONCERNS: 
 
U.S. 
Ingredients Listed on TSCA Inventory       Yes 
Hazardous Under Hazard Communication Standard    Yes 
CERCLA Section 103 Hazardous Substances      Yes…….Copper ……RQ : 5,000 lbs. 
(2270 kg.) 
 [CERCLA – Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act - Superfund] 
EPCRA Section 313 Toxic Release Inventory (Supplier Notification):…Copper…. 
 CAS No. 7440-50-8. % by Weight – 24-28% 
 
Proper Handling Procedures:  
Copper Concentrate Handling and Storage:  Store in a dry, well ventilated area away 
from sources of combustion, acids and strong oxidizers.  Some sulphide concentrates may 
slowly oxidize in storage and generate sulphur dioxide as well as deplete the oxygen 
content of a confined space. The atmosphere within confined spaces containing 
concentrate must be tested before entry and the area thoroughly ventilated of self-
contained breathing apparatus used, if conditions warrant.   
Some sulphide concentrates may also oxidize and generate heat which accumulates in 
storage piles.  If material is to be stored for an extended period, the temperature of 
storage piles should be monitored. 
 
Minimize dust generation and accumulation.   
May be ignited by open flames or other high temperature. 
 
Ventilation: Use adequate local or general ventilation to maintain the concentration of 
copper concentrate dust in the working environment well below recommended 
occupational exposure limits.   
***Supply sufficient replacement air to make up for air removed by the exhaust system. 
 
Additional Concern:  ***The copper concentrate dust removed from the work area by 
the exhaust system.  How is this contained/handled/removed from the exhausted air? 
 
HAZARDOUS DECOMPOSITION PRODUCTS:   

o Many sulphides react violently and explosively with powerful oxidizers, at the 
same time releasing large volumes of highly irritating and toxic SO2.   

o May release highly toxic and flammable hydrogen sulphide (H2S) gas on contact 
with strong acids.   

(Continued next page) 
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Page 7               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

20 - HAZARDOUS or TOXIC MATERIALS 
 (continued) 

o High temperature operations such as oxy-acetylene cutting, electric arc welding, 
or arc-air gouging may generate toxic copper fumes and sulphur dioxide.  The 

o  fumes will contain copper oxides, which, on inhalation in sufficient quantity can 
produce metal fume fever.  

o This material contains approximately 0.006% (60 ppm) mercury.  Mercury vapour 
may be released during high temperature processing and re-condense on cooler 
surfaces.  

o It also contains approximately 0.035% arsenic.   
o Under reducing condition (i.e. any strong acid or base plus an active metal such as 

metallic zinc) or in the presence of freshly formed hydrogen, traces of highly 
toxic ARSINE gas might be evolved. 

 
 
EXPOSURE CONTROLS / PEROSNAL PROTECTION 

o Protective Clothing:  coveralls or other work clothing, safety glasses, and gloves 
are recommended to prevent prolonged or repeated direct skin contact.   

o Close-fitting safety goggles may be required to prevent eye contact if excessive 
dust is generated.   

o Avoid breathing dust.   
o *Workers should wash immediately when skin becomes heavily contaminated as 

well as at the end of each work shift. 
o *Remove contaminated clothing and wash before reuse.   

 
This brings up an additional CONCERN for water pollution because showering or 
laundry  will put the copper concentrate dust into the waste water system!  This Project is 
proposed to last for 17 years. This is potentially a great amount of dust. 
Concern is the cumulative copper concentrate dust in laundry &/or personal hygiene 
measures. 
 
Also the Additional CONCERN for any truck washing if the truck has been carrying any 
copper concentrate. 
 
Ecological Information:  Copper concentrate is insoluble in water and its metals content 
has low direct bioavailability.  HOWEVER, its processing or extended exposure in the 
aquatic and terrestrial environments can lead to the release of contained metals in 
bioavailable forms.  These can cause detrimental environmental effects.  The mobility of the 
contained metals in soluble forms is media dependent.  They can bind with inorganic and 
organic ligands, reducing their mobility and bioavailability in soil and water. 
Bioavailability is also controlled by other factors such as pH and hardness in the aquatic 
environment. 
 
I request that any employees dealing with the copper concentrate whose clothing or skin 
may be contaminated be required to change clothing & shower before leaving the site.  
 
(continued on next page) 
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Page 8               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

20 - HAZARDOUS or TOXIC MATERIALS 
 (continued) 

 

I request that their dust contaminated clothing: 
o be washed at the Copper Flat Mine Project site  
o and all waste water from the laundry facility or shower facility be required to be 

checked for cumulative contamination.  
o contaminated water we required to be treated and reclaimed to a safe standard 

before being released into any waste-water area.  
 
I request that if any TRUCKS or CONTAINERS that have been carrying any copper 
concentrate that are to be washed  

o be required to be washed at the Copper Flat Mine Site 
o in a specially contained area  
o and any contaminated water be required to be treated and reclaimed to a safe 

standard before being released into any waste-water area.  
 
I request a current, up-to-date, detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating 
this potential problem and request it be included in the consideration of the possible 
approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & 
Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 9               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

20  M - HAZARDOUS or TOXIC MATERIALS –Molybdenum Concentrate 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that the NMCC Spill Contingency 
PLAN to handle any spillage of hazardous or toxic materials is inadequate because 
there is no detailed plan for the storage and handling or transportation of their 
Molybdenum Concentrate. 
 
CONCERNS: 
Molybdenum Concentrate 
United States 
Ingredients Listed on TSCA Inventory       Yes 
Hazardous Under Hazard Communication Standard    Yes 
EPCRA Section 311/312 Hazard Categories .............. Delayed (Chronic) Health Hazard - Carcinogen (due to presence 
 of silica) 
CANADIAN: 
Ingredients Listed on DSL: ...... Yes 
WHMIS Classification: ............D2A, Material Causing Other Toxic Effects – Very Toxic 
 
Proper Handling Procedures:  
Molybdenum Concentrate Handling and Storage:  Store in a dry, well ventilated area 
away from sources of combustion, acids and strong oxidizers.  Some sulphide 
concentrates may slowly oxidize in storage and generate sulphur dioxide as well as 
deplete the oxygen content of a confined space. The atmosphere within confined spaces 
containing concentrate must be tested before entry and the area thoroughly ventilated of 
self-contained breathing apparatus used, if conditions warrant.   
 
EU Safety Phrase(s): S22 – Do not breathe dust; S36/37 – Wear suitable protective 
clothing and gloves; S45 – In case of accident, or if you feel unwell, seek medical advice 
immediately (show the label where possible). 
 
Some sulphide concentrates may also oxidize and generate heat which accumulates in 
storage piles.  If material is to be stored for an extended period, the temperature of 
storage piles should be monitored. 
 
Minimize dust generation and accumulation.   
May be ignited by open flames or other high temperature. 
 
Ventilation: Use adequate local or general ventilation to maintain the concentration of 
copper concentrate dust in the working environment well below recommended 
occupational exposure limits.   
***Supply sufficient replacement air to make up for air removed by the exhaust system. 
 
Additional Concern:  ***The Molybdenum Concentrate dust removed from the work 
area by the exhaust system.  How is this contained/handled/removed from the exhausted 
air? 
(Continued next page) 
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Page 10               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

20 M - HAZARDOUS or TOXIC MATERIALS -Molybdenum Concentrate 
 (continued) 

 
HAZARDOUS DECOMPOSITION PRODUCTS:   

o Many sulphides react violently and explosively with powerful oxidizers, at the same time 
releasing large volumes of highly irritating and toxic SO2.   

o May release highly toxic and flammable hydrogen sulphide (H2S) gas on contact with strong 
acids.   

o High temperature operations such as oxy-acetylene cutting, electric arc welding, or arc-air gouging 
may generate toxic molybdenum and iron oxide fumes as well as large volumes of sulphur dioxide 
gas.   

o Long term storage may result in oxidation and under certain conditions, spontaneous combustion 
may occur.  

 
EXPOSURE CONTROLS / PEROSNAL PROTECTION 

o Protective Clothing:  coveralls or other work clothing, safety glasses, and gloves are recommended 
to prevent prolonged or repeated direct skin contact.   

o Close-fitting safety goggles may be required to prevent eye contact if excessive dust is generated.   
o Avoid breathing dust.  
o Respirators: Where molybdenum concentrate dust and/or sulphur dioxide gas is generated and 

cannot be controlled to within acceptable levels by engineering means, use appropriate NIOSH-
approved respiratory protection equipment (a minimum of a combination N-100 or P-100 
particulate filter / acid gas cartridge) in an air purifying respirator (APR) or powered air purifying 
respirator (PAPR). A full face piece chemical cartridge respirator or even a self-contained 
breathing apparatus may be required for higher concentrations of sulphur dioxide gas. 

*Workers should wash immediately when skin becomes heavily contaminated as well 
as at the end of each work shift. 
o *Remove contaminated clothing and wash before reuse.   

This brings up an additional CONCERN for water pollution because showering or 
laundry will put the Molybdenum concentrate dust into the waste water system!  This 
Project is proposed to last for 17 years. This is potentially a great amount of dust. 
Concern is the cumulative Molybdenum concentrate dust in laundry &/or personal 
hygiene measures. 
 
Also the Additional CONCERN for any truck washing if the truck has been carrying any 
Molybdenum concentrate. 
 
Ecological Information:  Molybdenum concentrate is relatively insoluble in water, and 
therefore, its constituent metals have low direct bioavailability. However, extended 
exposure of the concentrate in aquatic and terrestrial environments can lead to the release 
of the constituent metals in more bioavailable forms; these forms have the potential to 
cause adverse effects on biota. The mobility of the constituent metals in more soluble 
forms is media-dependent; they can bind with inorganic and organic ligands, reducing 
their mobility and bioavailability in both soil and water. Bioavailability is also mediated 
by other factors (e.g., pH, hardness, total organic carbon), in the aquatic environment. 
 
CONCERN 
I request that a Plan be set up for any employees dealing with the Molybdenum 
concentrate whose clothing or skin may be contaminated be required to change clothing 
& shower before leaving the site. (continued on next page) 

 
20  M - HAZARDOUS or TOXIC MATERIALS - Molybdenum Concentrate 
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Page 11               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

 (continued) 
 

I request that a Plan be set up for their Molybdenum Concentrate dust contaminated 
clothing to: 

o be washed at the Copper Flat Mine Project site  
o and all waste water from the laundry facility or shower facility be required to be 

checked for cumulative contamination.  
o contaminated water we required to be treated and reclaimed to a safe standard 

before being released into any waste-water area.  
 
Transport Information: 
IMO Classification ...................................................MHB (Material Hazardous in Bulk) 
 
CONCERN: 
I request that a Plan be set up so any TRUCKS or CONTAINERS that have been 
carrying any Molybdenum concentrate which are to be washed are: 

o  required to be washed at the Copper Flat Mine Site 
o in a specially contained area  
o and any contaminated water be required to be treated and reclaimed to a safe 

standard before being released into any waste-water area.  
 
I request a current, up-to-date, detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating 
this potential problem and request it be included in the consideration of the possible 
approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & 
Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#4 COPIED TO HERE 8 MARCH 2012 TO SEND TO DOUG HAYWOOD, BLM  
 From page 30, #17  PRODUCTION WELLS –Animas Creek wells to Bottom of page 39,  Concern #20 M 
HAZARDOUS or TOXIC MATERIALS – Molybdenum Concentrate 
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Page 1                   Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

These are some of my Concerns about the possible construction, operation & 
reclamation & time after the reclamation of the proposed Copper Flat Mine, Sierra 
County, New Mexico.  Please add them for evaluation in the BLM, Las Cruces District, 
Environmental Impact Statement.  Thank you.  Candi Browne  
 

There has never been a metallic sulfide mine that has not polluted water resources 
 where water was present. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
To permit an identified acid generating mine means that we are asking future 
generations to take on the responsibility for toxic waste sites that are going to have to 
be managed for possibly hundreds of years.  
Predictions about the success of managing this waste in the long term are, at best, 
speculative. 

CONCERNS #5 Section 
 
 

20A  -   SPILL OF HAZARDOUS or TOXIC  MATERIAL 
Contingency Plan – flawed 

 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that the NMCC Spill Contingency 
PLAN to handle any spillage of hazardous or toxic materials is flawed by the long list of 
people in their Chain of Command who may need to be contacted in the event that the 
first people in the chain of command are not available. 
 
I am concerned that that this may lead to unnecessary delay in safely handling any 
hazardous spill.  
 
NMCC Copper Flat Mine- Spill Contingency Plan, Page 1, Page 3, page 4 
 
Whoever discovers the spill – tries to control it, then contacts  
Supervisor    if not available then contacts 
Loss Control Dept   if not available then contacts 
EM     if not available then contacts 
Loss Control Leader   if not available then contacts 
General Manager   if not available then contacts 
Maintenance Superintendent  if not available then contacts 
Production Superintendent  if not available then contacts 
Security  who contacts any on the list not at the facility, but may be at home or wherever  
     if not available then contacts 
Security then contacts "others"  
 
 I request a current, up-to-date, detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating 
this potential problem and request it be included in the consideration of the possible 
approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & 
Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 2                   Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

21 -  SPILL Contingency PLAN – not adequate 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that the NMCC Copper Flat Mine- 
Spill Contingency Plan is not adequate because within their statement (Page 1)  
 
 "The Environmental Manager (EM) has primary responsibility for implementing 

the Contingency Plan.  The EM or his/her designee will be present at the facility 
during normal working hours."   

 
NMCC does not address the fact that the Mine will be running 24 hours a day / 7 days a 
week / 360 days a year.   
A normal shift is 8 hours, 5 days a week.   
This Plan leaves the facility with only a designee on site to Be In Charge of handling any 
hazardous material spills for the majority of the shifts that the facility will be in 
operation. 
 
I am concerned that this can cause an inadequate or improper response to a spill of 
hazardous material. 
 
 NMCC Copper Flat Mine- Spill Contingency Plan, Page 1 
 
I request a current, up-to-date, detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating 
this potential problem and request it be included in consideration of the possible approval 
or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State or Federal 
agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 3                   Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

23 -  SPILL  Contingency PLAN – flawed -calls to government agencies 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that the NMCC Copper Flat Mine- 
Spill Contingency Plan is flawed because with in their statement (Page 4) 
 
 "The EM  [Environmental Manager] will notify the appropriate state and federal 

agencies concerning spills or releases as required.  NO ONE but the EM or 
designated representative, or the General Manager is authorized to call any 
government agencies concerning spills.  This restriction is needed to ensure that 
only confirmed, accurate information is provided to the regulatory agencies." 

 
I am concerned because there may be emergency situations where it is the immediate 
contact and rapid response of a government Agency team that is required to handle the 
spill of hazardous materials.  
 
I request a current, up-to-date, detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating 
this potential problem and request it be included in the consideration of the possible 
approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State or 
Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.    Thank you. 
 
Request this be taken into consideration by the BLM & the other State & Federal 
agencies involved in this EIS process:  
Citing competing priorities and lack of funds, EPA has not implemented a 1980 statutory 
mandate under Superfund (CERCLA) to require businesses handling hazardous 
substances to demonstrate their ability to pay for potential environmental cleanups—that 
is, to provide financial assurances.  
Because of this inaction, EPA has exposed the Superfund program and U.S. taxpayers to 
potentially enormous cleanup costs at gold, lead, and other mining sites and at other 
industrial operations. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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Page 4                   Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

25 – PIPELINE 
 

Available fresh water amounts to less than one half of one percent of all the water on Earth. 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the condition of the pipeline 
that will be used to carry water from the production wells [located in Sections 30 and 31, 
T15 South, Range 5 West] 7-8 miles to the mine site location.  
 
I am concerned because this pipeline has been buried underground and unused for 30 
years.  I am concerned that this pipeline will leak  thus wasting unknown quantities of 
water. 
 
I am concerned because there is no Plan for Monitoring this Pipeline for leakage. 
 
At least 36 states including New Mexico and Texas expect water shortages by 2013 
 
I request a current, up-to-date, detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating 
this potential problem & monitoring this pipeline and request it be included in 
consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the 
BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.    Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 5                   Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

27 -  PIT LAKE 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that NMCC will remove the water 
that is currently in the 'pit lake' by  

o pumping it out onto the ground,  
o or spraying it into the air for dust control  
o or pumping it into the existing un-lined tailings impoundment  
o or into some temporary 'holding place' that will not be adequate to protect the 

ground water. 
 
I am concerned because the water in the pit lake is known to be highly toxic with high 
levels of TDS and high sulfate concentrations which have been getting steadily higher. 
As well as having periods when the pit water shows acidity.  
See : The Natural Defenses of Copper Flat Sierra Co, NM, J. Steven Raugust & Virginia T. 
McLemore 
 
I am concerned because the Plan of how this water will be handled seems vague and unsafe.  
 
I am concerned because if this huge amount of toxic water should accidentally get into the 
ground water it can contaminate ground water meant for human consumption, stock 
watering &/or agricultural use. 
 
I am also concerned about potential  contamination of ground water through the 
connection to the ground water from the 'seep' in the pit  that is generally thought to be 
producing 75 gpm at this time and may be 'opened' more at the pit goes down to the 
projected 900 feet in depth. 
 
Ground water impacts due to mining are not as widespread as surface water impacts nevertheless, 
the fact that ground water contamination is extremely difficult to remedy once it occurs makes it a 
serious concern. 
Mining operations can affect ground water quality in several ways. The most obvious occurs in 
mining below the water table, either in underground workings or open pits. This provides a direct 
conduit to aquifers. 
 
I request an up-to-date detailed study of these concerns and a detailed plan for 
eliminating these potential problems and request it be included consideration of the 
possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other 
State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.    Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 6                   Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

28 - Data Missing from the NMCC Mining Plan of Operation 
 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned  about all the places in the Plan of 
Operation where data is missing.  
 
I am concerned because there are places where instead of data it just says ie: 

o "Pending"  
o "will be determined….." 
o "will be added as design studies go forward…." 
o and other similar statements that are used in place of adequate data, studies, plans, 

reports, etc concerning the actual Plan of Operation. 
o NMCC is in the process of preparing a stormwater management plan to identify 

more specific control measures and monitoring requirements.  
o The actual locations and numbers of sediment controls would be determined 

during final design and where appropriate during operations.  
 
I am concerned because there is no way to know if what may be added as data, studies, 
plans, reports, etc concerning the actual Plan of Operation might be a CONCERN and 
the public, who is supposed to have an opportunity to share concerns during the 
SCOPING PROCESS, has NO WAY to voice it's CONCERNS if it does not have a 
chance to see this information.  

  
To permit an identified acid generating mine means that we are asking future generations 
to take on the responsibility for toxic waste sites that are going to have to be managed for 
possibly hundreds of years. Predictions about the success of managing this waste in the 
long term are, at best, speculative.  
 
I request that any new information added to the currently available NMCC Mining Plan 
of Operation be made available to the public with adequate time to study it and adequate 
time to share CONCERNS within the NEPA-BLM Draft EIS process so that any 
concerns can be included in consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 7                   Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

29 - Data Missing from Consideration – DB Stevens & Assoc Report 
 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the missing Report: 
Environmental Evaluation Report, Copper Flat Project, Prepared for New Mexico Energy, 
Minerals and Natural Resources Department, Mining and Minerals Division, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico.  February 6, 1998 by Daniel B. Stephens & Associates, Inc.   (DBS&A 1998) 
 
I am concerned because this information is more current and replaces some of the 
information sited in the 1999 PFEIS (Alta Gold Company & BLM) used by NMCC in 
their Mining Plan of Operation.  
 
I could not fine the DBS&A 1998 Report listed as a Reference document in the 1999 
PFEIS (Alta Gold Company & BLM) 
 
I am concerned because this would make the old out-dated information used in by 
NMCC in their DBS&A 1998 Report to the NM Mining and Minerals Division. needs to 
be taken into consideration and evaluated for data which might  change the present 
NMCC Mining Plan of Operation so that any changes can be included in the BLM & the 
other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process consideration of the possible 
approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation.   
 
 I am also concerned because there is no way to know if what may be added as data, 
studies, plans, reports, etc concerning the actual Plan of Operation which might be a 
CONCERN and the public, who is supposed to have an opportunity to share concerns 
during the SCOPING PROCESS, has NO WAY to voice it's CONCERNS if it does not 
have a chance to see this information.  
 
I request that any new information added to the currently available NMCC Mining 
Plan of Operation be made available to the public with adequate time to study it and 
adequate time to share CONCERNS within the NEPA-BLM Draft EIS process so that 
any concerns can be included in consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 8                   Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

30 – Future exploration – water – permits  
 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the section, 3.3 Exploration 
Activities. (Page 3-21 of the MPO). 
 
Concerns are listed below this following section copied from the MPO document:  

___________________________________________________ 
 

Future exploration would likely include activities outside of the main disturbed lands on 
BLM-administered lands within the currently proposed Project boundary and permit areas, as 
defined in Figures 2-2 and 3-1.  
Exploration disturbance would generally include  
construction of access roads,  
drill pads,  
sumps,  
trenches,  
surface sampling,  
bulk sampling,  
and staging areas.  
 
Exploration methods include both reverse circulation and core drilling, with minor trenching 
also planned.  
 
Exploration activities may also include  
water exploration  
and monitor well installation. 
 
Exact locations of the exploration disturbance have not been determined. However, as part of 
the current mine MPO, NMCC requests an additional 15,000 linear feet of drill road  
(average width of 20 ft)  
and 100 drill pads (average dimensions of 100 ft × 100 ft),  
and up to 150 drillholes (average diameter of 5 in.; average depth of 1,200 ft bgs) for 
future exploration of the site.  
 
Placement of drillholes would be guided by reserve requirements, geotechnical studies, and 
geochemical sampling. 
The roads and pads would be sited as much as possible to avoid any identified cultural 
resources. 
Sections 3.4.4 and 3.4.5 describe the measures that would be undertaken to protect or mitigate 
impact to biological and cultural resources, respectively. If additional disturbance for 
exploration activities is necessary, an amendment to the MPO and revision to the reclamation 
bond cost would be prepared and submitted to BLM for review and approval. 

____________________________________________________ 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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Page 9                   Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

30 – Future exploration – water – permits (continued) 
 
I am concerned (one)  that NMCC is asking for: 
 "as part of the current mine MPO, NMCC requests…drill road, drill pads, & 150 
drillholes",  "sumps, trenches, surface sampling, bulk sampling and staging areas" and 
"both reverse circulation and core drilling".  This concerns me because it just lumps a 
group of things together and asks for a 'blanket permission" that normally would need to 
be individually identified and delineated for Permitting. 
I request that this whole section be denied and NMCC be directed to go through the 
normal permitting process of each of the items that they have lumped together in this 
Section, 3 Exploration Activities. 
 
I am concerned (two) that NMCC states, "The roads and pads would be sited as 
much as possible to avoid any identified cultural resource." 
I suggest that this is not in compliance with acceptable practices concerning cultural 
resources.   
I request that a study be done of NMCC practices & policies regarding their treatment of 
Cultural Resources.    
 
I am concerned (three) that NMCC is asking the BLM for permission to do water 
exploration.   
First the term "water exploration" seems vague leaving the door open to a broad and 
undisclosed usage  
and secondly it is my understanding that water exploration in the state of New Mexico is 
under the jurisdiction of the Office of the State Engineer.  
 
I request that this complete Section, 3.3 Exploration Activities, be taken under 
advisement on the whole and in it each of its parts by the BLM & the other State & 
Federal agencies involved in this EIS process. 
 
I am also concerned because this is another example showing there is no way to know  
what may be added concerning the actual Plan of Operation which might be a CONCERN 
to us,  the public, who are supposed to have an opportunity to share concerns during the 
SCOPING PROCESS. 
 
I request that any new information added to the currently available NMCC Mining Plan 
of Operation be made available to the public with adequate time to study it and adequate 
time to share CONCERNS within the NEPA-BLM Draft EIS process so that any 
concerns can be included in consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process.  Thank you. 
 
**************************************************************************************************
************************************************************************************************** 
 
#5 COPIED TO HERE 8 MARCH 2012 TO SEND TO DOUG HAYWOOD, BLM  
 From page 40, #20A SPILL OF HAZARDOUS or TOXIC MATERIAL – Contingency Plan- flawed 
to Bottom of page 47, Concern #30 M Future Exploration – water - permits 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 11:37 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Copper flat

 
 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 9:57 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net); candi (candi@riolink.com) 
Cc: Smith, Michael A 
Subject: FW: Copper flat 
 
Dave, 
 
Here is some more information from Candi.  Would you please make sure it gets evaluated in the EIS. 
 
Thanks, 
Douglas Haywood 
BLM Project Manager 
575‐525‐4498 
 

From: candi [mailto:candi@riolink.com]  
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 8:51 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: HERALD Kathleen Sloan 
Subject: Re: Copper flat 
 
Doug- 
  
When I sent you the information on Friday I had not prepared any statement of my concerns involved in this OSE Water 
Rights information.  I just sent on facts to you.  I am now adding a statement of my CONCERNS within this email.  Please 
send these concerns on to be added to my earlier facts.   
  
Also I'd just like to make a correction on one misspelled word: 
In this line: 
"Oct 1988 This was Protested by Hydro-Search Resource Corp/Daniel L. Cravens, DBA  
[in fact this  was Hydo Resources Corp - George Lotspeich President making this protest]" 
It should read  Hydro, not Hydo 
  
I will look forward to talking with you later today. 
Thank you 
candi 
  
Candi Browne 
PO Box 3642 
Truth or Consequences 
New Mexico 87901 
candi@riolink.com 
575-894-4495 
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In connection with the facts that I emailed to Doug Haywood, BLM, February 24, 2012 at 7:15pm, Subject: Copper Flat, 
concerning the Water Rights that are presently 'connected to' the Copper Flat Mining Project, Sierra County, New Mexico 
and past Applications concerning these water rights made to the New Mexico OSE - Las Cruces office,  I would like to add 
this further statement. 
  
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the Copper Flat Mine Project, Sierra County, 
New Mexico, one concern is that it seems clear that the OSE did not exercise their authority or duty to examine this 
Water Right when these two Applications were made to make a Change in the Water Right in 1986 and 1988; even 
through they have stated that this is "historically" when they would exercise their authority to do so.  
 
Another concern is since OSE has not exercised their authority this has contributed to  a considerable 'grey area' and 
'confusion' about the Water Rights including not only the quantity of the Water Rights, but also the ownership of a portion 
of the Water Rights.  This will all have to be cleared up eventually and it appears to me that if this happens at some 
undetermined future date it is possibly that it will be found that water rights have been used that were not owned and  
possibly found that more acre feet  of water rights have been used than NMCC has a right to use. 
 
If  NMCC receives it's Permit to Mine and does so before the OSE makes a thorough investigation of the Water Rights 
connected with this Project,  there appear to be many concerns about these Water Rights that I suggest may eventually 
result in considerable legal battles.  This may turn out to be a costly process affecting the OSE, the State of New Mexico 
Courts, the current owners of the Water Rights, Harris Gray/William Frost and Hydro-Resources/George Lotspeich, 
NMCC,  and perhaps other State or Federal Agencies. 
 
I am concerned about the monetary cost and time that this will entail for our NM State OSE and our NM State Court 
system and any other State or Federal Agencies if this permitting process is allowed to proceed further without a thorough 
and complete evaluation of these water rights made by the OSE and any other State Agencies which must be involved in 
the final decision.   
 
 
The water rights in question are designated by the NM OSE as LRG-04652 and LRG-04652A.    
They include the wells            Often referred to by other identifying letters & #s 
LRG-04652,  
LRG-04652-S,  
LRG-04652-S-2,  
LRG-04652-S-3 
LRG-04652-S-4 
LRG-04652-S-5 
LRG-04652-S-6 
LRG-04652-S-7 
LRG-04652-S-8 
LRG-04652-S-9 
LRG-04652-S-10 
LRG-04652-S-11 
LRG-04652-S-12 
LRG-04652-S-13 
LRG-04652-S-14 
LRG-04652-S-15 
LRG-04652-S-16 
LRG-04652-S-17    the pit lake/seep 
LRG-04654 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Haywood, Doug  
To: candi  
Cc: Smith, Michael A ; Myers, Kevin, OSE (kevin.myers@state.nm.us) ; Montoya, Jennifer A  
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 7:44 AM 
Subject: RE: Copper flat 
 
Candi, 
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Thanks for the additional comments.  BLM will make sure that these comments are evaluated in the EIS.  I will give you 
a call latter on this morning to follow up on your phone call from Friday afternoon. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Douglas Haywood 
BLM Project Manager 
575‐525‐4498 
 

From: candi [mailto:candi@riolink.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 7:16 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: HERALD Kathleen Sloan 
Subject: Copper flat 
 
Doug Haywood- 
  
I got this email from Kathleen. (see below)   Then spoke with her on the phone about this.  She has a few facts wrong, 
but essentially told you and Cory Dur (?) and Bob Childress the essence of what happened  about the water rights 
Applications concerning the 6462 acre feet used at Copper Flat Mine by Copper Flat Partnership/ Quintana.  The Water 
Rights now owned by Harris Gray and William Frost.  The Water Rights so much in question about the quantiy and the 
actual legality of to continue to  own and use because they have not been used since the Copper Flat Mine shut down in 
1982-----30 years ago. 
  
I'd be happy to share this with you, but think I need a bit more understanding from you of what you need first.   
  
I have all the documentation, except the one newspaper article. 
  
Basically what I found is this: 
  
In 1986 (four years after mining ceased at the Copper Flat Mine)The Copper Flat Partnership (Quintana) put in to the NM Office of the 
State Engineer Las Cruces (OSE) an 
 Application For Permit to Change Location of Wells and Place and Purpose of Use of Underground Waters  ( 57 pages) 
  
It was to abandon a portion of the wells associated with the 6462 acre feet of water rights used for the mining at Copper 
Flat Mine. This included the 4 main production wells. 
  
The new use would be  to drill 107 new wells down by Las Cruces, Dona Ana County, to be used for recreational, 
asethetic, Industrial, manufacturing, utility, municipal, residential, subdivision, construction, agricultural, stockraising, and 
mining.   
  
This Application for change was protested in June 1986 by Stahmann Farms, Inc, County of Dona Ana, EBID, City of El 
Paso, and Afton Sod Farm. 
  
1987: Copper Flat Partnership/Quintana sold the 6462 AF/AN of Water Rights  to Harris Gray in April 1987 while the 
application was still "active"  
  
Harris Gray then WITHDREW the above described Application in April 1987. 
  
In Sept 1988 Harris Gray  (6 years after mining ceased at the Copper Flat Mine surely 4 years after any water had been pumped from the wells)  put in 
to the OSE an  
Application  to Change Point of Diversion and Place and/or Purpose of Use from Ground Water to Surface. (this file 36 
pages) 
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Gray was going to abandon the wells (used for mining at Copper Flat)including the 4 main production wells and create an 
earthen dam 65 feet in height, etc, on Seco Creek, to make a lake of 17 acres using part of the water rights.  The 
remaining water available in the amount of 6,390 AF will be used to irrigate the above described land with a diversion 
rate of 3 AF/AN and a consumptive use of 1.9 AF/AN.  The applicant (Gray) and G Lyda, the owner of the land, have 
entered into an agreement covering the development of the dam and the irrigated land. 
  
Oct 1988 This was Protested by Hydro-Search Resource Corp/Daniel L. Cravens, DBA  
[in fact this  was Hydo Resources Corp - George Lotspeich President making this protest] 
  
Then more legal backing and forthing went on for the next 14 months.  
  
1990 January - the OSE received a Change of Ownership of Water rights from Copper Flat Mining Company, LTD   
stating a claim of ownership of these 6462 AF/AN as a successor-in-interest to the [original] portestant [Hydro 
Resources] 
  
Harris Gray Withdrew this application in January 1991. 
  
FEB 1991 Gold Express Corp sent the BLM a Plan of Operation with intent to reestablish the Quintana/Copper Flat mine. 
BLM contacted the OSE asking the status of the Water Rights associated with the mining activity. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
So two (2)  Applications were made to the OSE concerning the 6462 AF/AN water rights used for mining at Copper Flat 
Mine both including the 4 main production wells.   
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
An email was sent on 30 Nov 2011 to Max Yeh from Julie Maas, OSE.  The information in the email was used by 
Kathleen Sloan, Herald reporter in an article she wrote published in the Herald newspaper (date ??).  I saw it in the 
newspaper.  I noticed that Julie Maas, OSE said  
  
"After consulting our legal staff, this is a response to your "Appeal to the Office of the State Engineer Concerning 
NMCC's Water Rights for Copper Flat Mine", dated October 23, 2011.  
  
Historically, the State Engineer has addressed the amount of a water right established by Beneficial Use. 
Abandonment and forfeiture originate either in the context of an adjudication or an application, or in an enforcement 
action. This has been the case whether the claimed water right was initiated prior to State Engineer jurisdiction over 
the appropriation, whether declared or not, or initiated pursuant to a State Engineer permit. This approach has 
proven to be practical, reasonable, and satisfactory in result, given Office of the State Engineer resources. 
Moreover, as has been the historic practice of the agency, the amount of water placed to Beneficial Use, forfeiture, 
and abandonment will apply to the rights claimed by NMCC either when they come before the State Engineer 
pursuant to an application or enforcement proceeding or if and when brought before the district court in a general 
adjudication proceeding." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
It seemed to me that if "Abandonment and forfeiture originate either in the context of an adjudication or an 
Application.....historically......according to the OSE legal staff, then they sure didn't follow their own historical procedures 
when CFP made it's Application in 1986 and Harris Gray made his Application in 1988.  Both Applications being 
significant, noteworthy and complicated by many issues.   
  
I talked with Kathleen Sloan about this question and she felt it surely was clearly a case of the OSE not doing it's required 
job to follow it's own rules.   We talked about how to go forward with this, but nothing has been done. 
  
That's it in a nutshell.  Please give me a call 575 894-4495 if you feel your BLM office would like to pursue this or needs more 
information.  I'd be so happy to share documentation with you or follow this up in anyway that would be helpful.  (Except the cost of 
hiring a lawyer is not possible.) 
  
Thanks for your help– 
 Candi Browne 
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----- Original Message -----  
From: Kathleen Sloan  
To: candi  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 12:35 PM 
Subject: scoping for NMCC EIS, OSE lack of response to transfer of water right 
 
Candi,  
 
Can you send that evidence you found that OSE, in 1988, under Alta Gold???? if I remember correctly, did 
nothing when they tried to transfer or sell water rights?  
 
can you send it to Doug Haywood, Project Manager for this NMCC scoping/EIS process?  
 
dhaywood@blm.gov 
 
thanks....k 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 4:25 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: CONCERNS - Copper Flat

 

 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 12:56 PM 
To: candi 
Cc: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: RE: CONCERNS - Copper Flat 
 

Candi, 

Yes, you can send them to me and I will forward them to Dave.  Every email that you have sent to me so far has 
been forwarded to Dave for inclusion into the scoping process. 

Thanks for your continued concerns. 

 

Douglas Haywood 

BLM Project Manager 

575‐525‐4498 

 

 

From: candi [mailto:candi@riolink.com]  
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 9:57 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: CONCERNS - Copper Flat 
 

Doug- 
In the Federal Register, Jan 9, 2012, concerning the EIS scoping  process for Copper Flat Project 
it gives your email, dhaywood@blm.gov ,  as one of the places to send CONCERNS.  So I would like to send all 
my concerns to you.   
I just wanted to double-check that this will be sufficient to have them included in the EIS process.  I am almost 
positive that it will be, but just making certain. 
  
Thanks  

Meghan Morse
Text Box
R-03

JSepanik
Text Box
CB01



2

  
candi 
Candi Browne 
PO Box 3642 
Truth or Consequences 
NM 87901 
candi@riolink.com 
575-894-4495 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Bureau of Land Management 
[LLNML00000 
L51100000.GN0000.LVEMG11CG230] 
Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Proposed Copper Flat Mine Plan of 
Operations, Sierra County, NM 
AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of Intent. 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Wednesday, February 29, 2012 2:55 PM
To: 'Haywood, Doug'
Cc: 'Smith, Michael A'; Meghan Morse
Subject: RE: Speaking of  Copper Flat Mine

Thanks Doug. They will be included in the database. 

Dave 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 29, 2012 1:50 PM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Cc: Smith, Michael A 
Subject: FW: Speaking of Copper Flat Mine 

 

Dave, 

Candi has some more comments, not quite sure how you will work them in but I have faith. 

Douglas Haywood 

 

 

From: candi [mailto:candi@riolink.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2012 1:24 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: Speaking of Copper Flat Mine 

 

Doug- 
  
This is FYI, but you're certainly welcome to send this on to Mangi.   
I consider this a comment coming directly from the core essence of the  
Copper Flat Mine. 
  
This is something that came to me in 1997 on the morning of the fourth and final day of the BLM Public Meeting for Alta 
Gold's bid to re-open Copper Flat Mine which I attended. 
I was awakened at 4am with this going through my mind.  I tried to go back to  
sleep, but it would not stop.  So I got up and wrote it down.  I take no credit for this - it just came to me.  I read these 
comments at the public hearing. 
candi 
 
February 1997 
 

JSepanik
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New Mexico Mining & Minerals officials; Alta Gold Mining Company executives  
& lawyers, and their independent companies hired for environmental and  
hydrology studies met in Truth or Consequences for a 4 day Public Hearing.  
Testimony and questions were taken concerning the proposed re-opening of  
Copper Flat Mine, near Hillsboro, Sierra County. 
 
 
Spirit of Copper Woman Speaks: 
 
"Who calls to me? 
 
Sleeping deep within the Earth 
 
I can feel your desire 
 
To open and awaken me. 

 
You have been with my sisters. 
 
What then is your desire of me? 
 
 
 
Know that once you awaken me 
 
I won't sleep with you, 
 
We will only dance together. 
 
Is that your desire? 
 
Do you want to dance with me? 
 
 
 
Wait, 
 
Are you sure? 
 
You have danced with my sisters. 
 
And you know, 
 
Once you awaken me 
 
And take me in your arms 
 
We become partners 
 
Turning ceaselessly 
 
Under the glittering stars 
 
Beneath the brilliant sun 
 
Through all seasons. 
 
 
 
In your arms 

Meghan Morse
Text Box
PI-02
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Until your last breath. 
 
Then turning, 
 
I will move into the arms 
 
Of your sons and your daughters 
 
And on, after them 
 
Into the arms 
 
Of your grandsons and your granddaughters. 
 
And on, turning endlessly. 

Opened and awakened, 
 
From which crystalline spring 
 
Will you fill my cup 
 
To quench my endless thirst? 
 
What dancing gown and slippers 
 
Will you weave for me? 
 
Who will mend them 
 
As I dance on through time? 
 
 
 
Or will you dance with me 
 
Naked in your arms? 
 
Some have. 
 
 
 
Remember, once awakened, 
 
Once brought out 
 
From my sleeping chamber 
 
Deep within the Earth 
 
My fiery locks will flow in the breeze. 
 
My coppery feet 
 
Naked and bleeding 
 
Or intended to be protected 
 
By your finest dancing slippers 
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Will dance through 
 
Your silvery shining streams. 
 
 
 
Yes 
 
I will awaken 
 
If you insist. 
 
Did you awaken my sisters 
 
With their silver and golden hair? 
 
Then you have watched them dancing. 
 
Protected, sworne on your sacred oath, 
 
By your perfect gown and slippers. 
 
Yet, they dance still through your streams 
 
Embraced within your body. 
 
 
 
Awaken me 
 
I'm yours 
 
Forever 
 
Dancing 
 
Until I sleep again 
 
In a thousand years. 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 10:56 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #1 C Browne
Attachments: Concerns Sent 7 March 12  4pm D Haywood pg 1-9.doc

 

 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 9:54 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #1 C Browne 
 

Here is another from Candi. 

Doug 

 

From: candi [mailto:candi@riolink.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 4:20 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #1 C Browne 
 

To: Douglas Haywood, BLM Project Manager 
Las Cruces District Office 
  
Re: Copper Flat Project, Sierra County, NM  
        BLM Environmental Impact Statement, Draft  
        Scoping Process - Public Concerns 
        Sharing Issues and Concerns 
  
Doug- 
  
Please add these comments to the EIS Scoping Process and forward them to your contractor, Mangi Environmental 
Group.  
  
Please feel free to send these Issues and Concerns along to any other New Mexico State or Federal agency. 
  
Thank you for your assistance and all your fine work in connection with this EIS process. 
  
Candi Browne 
P.O. Box 3642 
Truth or Consequence 
NM 87901 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #2 C Browne
Attachments: Concerns Sent 8 Mar 12 8am D Haywood pg 10 -21.doc

 

 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 10:09 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #2 C Browne 
 

Here are some more from Candi. 

 

From: candi [mailto:candi@riolink.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 7:47 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #2 C Browne 
 

To: Douglas Haywood, BLM Project Manager 
Las Cruces District Office 
  
8 March 2012 
  
Re: Copper Flat Project, Sierra County, NM  
        BLM Environmental Impact Statement, Draft  
        Scoping Process - Public Concerns 
        Sharing Issues and Concerns 
  
Doug- 
  
Please add these comments to the EIS Scoping Process and forward them to your contractor, Mangi Environmental 
Group.  
  
Please feel free to send these Issues and Concerns along to any other New Mexico State or Federal agency. 
  
Thank you for your assistance and all your fine work in connection with this EIS process. 
  
Candi Browne 
P.O. Box 3642 
Truth or Consequence 
NM 87901 
  

  

JSepanik
Text Box
CB01



Page 1                             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

29 February 2012 
These are some of my Concerns about the possible construction, operation & 
reclamation & time after the reclamation of the proposed Copper Flat Mine, Sierra 
County, New Mexico.  Please add them for evaluation in the BLM, Las Cruces District, 
Environmental Impact Statement.  Thank you.  Candi Browne  
 
Available fresh water amounts to less than one half of one percent of 
all the water on Earth. 

That's less than ½ of 1% of all the water on Earth. 
~~~ 

There has never been a metallic sulfide mine that has not polluted water resources 
 where water was present. 

~~~ 
At least 36 states including New Mexico and Texas expect water shortages by 2013 

~~~ 
To permit an identified acid generating mine means that we are asking future 
generations to take on the responsibility for toxic waste sites that are going to have to 
be managed for possibly hundreds of years.  
Predictions about the success of managing this waste in the long term are, at best, 
speculative. 

~~~ 
CONCERNS 

 
1 – Highway - construction 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the potential rapid 
deterioration of Highway 152,  Highway 26, and Highway 27 that NMCC  may use as the 
route to transport their 'milling concentrate' in their proposed 25-ton haul trucks with  
10- ton trailers attached.  
 
I am concerned that these named highways are not constructed adequately for the NMCC 
proposed trucking plan.  
 
I request the present highway construction be determined to see if it is going to be safe 
and to determine if it will hold up.  I further request that any study of this needs to be 
included in the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
consideration of the approval of this Mining Plan of Operation. 
 
I am concerned that if the highways begin to deteriorate and crumble from the over 
burden of the mining haul-truck traffic the highways will become hazardous for all traffic 
with more potential for accidents. 
 
I request a detailed study of the highways and request it be included in the consideration 
of the possible approval or denial of this NMCC Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM 
& the other State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 2                             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

2 -  Highway – repair & closures - Tourism 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that if there end up being numerous 
highway repair needs with the resultant highway closure and long periods of backed 
up/waiting vehicles; this can adversely impact the Tourist  enjoyment of these highways 
or deter Tourists from using these highways. 
 
I am also concerned that it can adversely affect the economy of Tourism in the nearby 
towns of Hillsboro, Kingston and Sierra County as a whole.   Also that it can affect the 
enjoyment of Sierra County and the highlight of the scenic Highway 152 into the Black 
Range Mountains and the Gila Wilderness.  
 
I request a detailed study of this concern and request it be included in BLM's 
consideration of the possible approval of this Mining Plan of Operation.  
 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) to the Social and Economic hardship this might cause. 
 
I request a plan to mitigate any adverse impact on Sierra County TOURISM be included in 
the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by 
the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 3                             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

3 -  Highway repair – costs 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the potential rapid 
deterioration of Highway 152, Highway 27, or Highway 26 that they may use to transport 
their 'milling concentrate' in their proposed 25-ton haul trucks with 10-ton trailers 
attached.  
 
Because of potential rapid deterioration of any highway used on a daily basis by these 
heavy trucks; I am concerned that the cost of unusual &/or more frequent repairs to these 
highways will be placed as a burden upon the local citizens through the use of their tax 
monies with possible increase in taxes including County or State taxes. 
 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) to the Social and Economic hardship this might cause. 
 
I request a plan to mitigate any adverse impact on Sierra County or New Mexico State 
residents tax base be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of 
this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved 
in this EIS process. Thank you. 
 
I request a detailed study of this and request it be included in the BLM & the other State 
or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process consideration of the possible approval or 
denial of this NMCC Mining Plan of Operation. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 4                             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

4 - Highway – Storm - Accident 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the potential for accidents 
involving the NMCC contracted haul trucks traveling on our local highways during our 
seasonal high intensity storms with high winds, torrential downpours &/or snowstorms.  
 
With 25-ton haul trucks pulling 10-ton trailers encouraged to travel during any weather to  
meet  Railroad Schedules, I feel a CONCERN that the additional factor of a storm will 
create a high potential for a highway accident involving a toxic spill. 
 
I am concerned that these trucks will use the highways during inclement weather when 
they are scheduled to meet a railroad schedule.  
 
I am concerned that there will be no way to over-see the enforcement of DOT Safety 
Guidelines for these trucks concerning our local Highways. 
 
I request a detailed study of this with adequate restrictions placed on any trucking during 
inclement weather and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval 
or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal 
agencies involved in this EIS process. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 5                             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

5  - Trucking safety 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that NMCC will not take adequate 
responsibility for the safety of the trucking of their mining business 'milling 
concentrate' which will be traveling our local highways in 25-ton haul trucks pulling  
10-ton trailers on a planned schedule of 360 days a year.  
 
In their Plan of Operation, NMCC simply refers to any responsibility for the hauling of 
this toxic material by saying  
"…contract haulers (i.e., trucking companies) will be responsible for accidents and spills 
along the transportation routes."   
[NMCC Copper Flat Mine—Spill Contingency Plan, Page 1 Facility Information and 
Emergency Response.] 
 
Copper concentrate is known to be a toxic substance with adverse health affects related to 
inhalation of copper concentrate dust and other concerns. 
U.S. 
 Ingredients Listed on TSCA Inventory       Yes 
 Hazardous Under Hazard Communication Standard    Yes 
 CERCLA Section 103 Hazardous Substances      Yes…….Copper ……RQ : 5,000 lbs. (2270 kg.) 
 [CERCLA – Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act - Superfund] 
 EPCRA Section 313 Toxic Release Inventory (Supplier Notification):…Copper…. 
  CAS No. 7440-50-8. % by Weight – 24-28%  
  
I request a detailed study of the chemicals that are a part of the Copper Concentrate and 
any possible toxic health or safety concerns and request it be included in BLM's 
consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation.   
 
I request that NMCC be adequately bonded for the clean up of any accidental spills on 
any highway involving the trucking/hauling/transportation of hazardous or toxic 
materials connected to their business.  I request NMCC be responsible for all aspects of 
their business. 
 
I request a detailed study of trucking safety of the Copper Concentrate and request it 
be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of 
Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.  
Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 6                             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

6 -  Trucking CONTRACTORS 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the 'contracted trucking 
companies 

o their safety record,  
o their bonding, 
o their certification,  
o their training.  

 
There is no information about Trucking Contractors in the Mining Plan of Operation. 
 
 They will be handling large loads of 'milling concentrate' in 25-ton haul trucks with  
10-ton trailers attached.  They will be traveling our local highways 360 days a year.  
According to this Plan of Operation, trucking contractors will be responsible for 
accidents and spills along the transportation routes.  
 
I request a detailed Report on this and request it be included in the consideration of the 
possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other 
State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 7                             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

7 - Trucking – Hazardous/toxic materials 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that there may be accident(s) on the 
Sierra County highways involving hazardous materials, toxic materials,  chemicals, 
blasting materials, etc.  
 
I am concerned about the adequacy of any rapid response for handling these materials 
given the remote location of this mine.  Highway 152 is the only highway access to the 
Copper Flat Mine location close to Hillsboro.  
Highway 27 is very remote, narrow and has ranches close to the highway.  It is far from 
any Fire Protection, has no adequate water supply.    
 
CONCERNS: 
Copper Concentrate:  Environmental Precautions:  The handling, shipment, storage and 
processing of this material requires appropriate controls and care to prevent spillage or 
gradual accumulation in the terrestrial and aquatic environments.  Spilled mater should be 
promptly cleaned up. 
 
Procedures for Cleanup:  control source of spillage if possible to do so safely.  
Restrict access to the area until completion of clean up.   
Clean up spilled material immediately, observing precautions.  Personal Protection and 
using methods which will minimize dust generation (e.g. vacuum solids, dampen material 
and shovel or wet sweep). 
Return uncontaminated spilled material to the process if possible.   
Place contaminated material in suitable labeled containers for later recovery or disposal.   
U.S. 
 
Ingredients Listed on TSCA Inventory       Yes 
Hazardous Under Hazard Communication Standard    Yes 
CERCLA Section 103 Hazardous Substances      Yes…….Copper ……RQ : 5,000 lbs. 
 (2270 kg.) 
 [CERCLA – Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act - Superfund] 
EPCRA Section 313 Toxic Release Inventory (Supplier Notification):…Copper…. 
 CAS No. 7440-50-8. % by Weight – 24-28% 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed Plan for Rapid Response and request it 
be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of 
Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process. 
Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 8                             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

 8 -  Highway FIRE  + Hazardous materials- travel route 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about any added potential fire 
hazard that might occur from an accident on our local highways involving hazardous or 
toxic materials being trucked to/from the NMCC Copper Flat Mine which is located close 
to Highway 152. Other routes include Highway 27 and Highway 26.   
  
I request BLM take into consideration the concentrate haul-truck & supply vehicle 
travel route along Highway 152 which goes through BLM public lands and is a remote 
location in a stretch of arid desert with no sources of water, no major fire department 
close by and only small volunteer fire departments miles away.  
 
I request the same CONCERNS be taken into consideration of the concentrate haul-truck 
travel route along Highway 27 & Highway 26.  
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this potential problem 
and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 9                             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

9 -  VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that NMCC may depend in any way 
on our local small volunteer fire departments for a response to any accident involving 
hazardous materials or a fire involving hazardous materials.  (3.2.13 Transportation, page 3-20) 
 
I am concerned for the personal safety and well-fare of our local volunteer fire fighters.   
 
CONCERNS 
Copper Concentrate: Fire and Explosion Hazards: Concentrate will burn if intensely 
heated, such as in a fire situation, releasing large volumes of toxic and irritating sulphur 
dioxide gas (SO2).  
Fire Fighting: Fire fighters must be fully trained and wear full protective clothing 
including an approved, self-contained breathing apparatus which supplies a positive air 
pressure within a full facepiece mask. 
U.S. 
  
Ingredients Listed on TSCA Inventory       Yes  
Hazardous Under Hazard Communication Standard    Yes  
CERCLA Section 103 Hazardous Substances   Yes….Copper   RQ : 5,000 lbs. (2270 kg.) 
 [CERCLA – Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act - Superfund] 
EPCRA Section 313 Toxic Release Inventory (Supplier Notification):…Copper…. 
  CAS No. 7440-50-8. % by Weight – 24-28% 
 
I request that NMCC not be allowed to use the Volunteer Fire Fighters from Hillsboro or 
Caballo when dealing with hazardous or toxic materials. 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this potential problem 
and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
COPIED TO HERE 7 MARCH 2012 TO SEND TO DOUG HAYWOOD, BLM  
Bottom of page 9, last Concern #9 VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT 
I will be sending along more CONCERNS via additional emails. 
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1

Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:30 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #3 C Browne
Attachments: Concerns #3Sent 8 Mar12 2pm DHaywood pg 29.doc

 

 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 4:02 PM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #3 C Browne 
 

Some more from Candi. 

 

From: candi [mailto:candi@riolink.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 1:56 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #3 C Browne 
 

To: Douglas Haywood, BLM Project Manager 
Las Cruces District Office 
  
8 March 2012        
  
Re: Copper Flat Project, Sierra County, NM  
        BLM Environmental Impact Statement, Draft  
        Scoping Process - Public Concerns 
        Sharing Issues and Concerns   #3 Section 
  
Doug- 
  
Please add these comments to the EIS Scoping Process and forward them to your contractor, Mangi Environmental 
Group.  
  
Please feel free to send these Issues and Concerns along to any other New Mexico State or Federal agency. 
  
Thank you for your assistance and all your fine work in connection with this EIS process. 
  
Candi Browne 
P.O. Box 3642 
Truth or Consequence 
NM 87901 
  

  

JSepanik
Text Box
CB01



Page 1               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

26 -  FIRE  
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about potential fire: 

o caused by accidents during the use of explosives at the mine site, 
o & caused by accidents on the highway involving trucking of NMCC hazardous 

material  
o & accident related fire spreading by high winds across open land where there are 

no roads or roads designed only for 4-wheel drive vehicles. 
 
I am concerned because the area where the Copper Flat Mine is located is so remote, and 
the closest town with an active fully staffed Fire Station is Truth or Consequences which 
is 25 miles away.   The only closer fire protection is provided by volunteers from the two 
small communities of Hillsboro and Caballo and one fire engine at the mine site. 
 
I also am concerned for the same reasons for Highway 27 and Highway 26. 
 
I am concerned about the loss of vegetation for wildlife and grazing for cattle by fire.  
I am concerned about the possible burning of power lines in that area.   
I am concerned about the possible burning of remote farms & livestock in that area. 
I am concerned for the people who might be caught in a fire. 
 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) to the Social and Economic hardship this might cause. 
 
I request that since the NMCC will be using the PIPELINE owned by BLM that this 
pipeline be utilized for FIRE PROTECTION.  The pipeline which runs right along 
Highway 152 will be used to carry water from the production wells located in Sections 30 
and 31, T15 South, Range 5 West, 7-8 miles west to the mine site boundary.    
 
I request that fire hydrants be attached to the PIPELINE every ½ mile or at some 
adequate interval.  Each hydrant fitted with an outlet that will match the NMCC's fire 
engine kept at the mine site, and another outlet matching with any Volunteer Fire 
Department fire trucks carrying water.  This way the trucks can replenish their supply of 
water at a near-by water source.  
 
I request that a detailed plan for Fire Protection along the highways that are used for the 
transport of NMCC's hazardous or toxic supplies or products and a source of water 
supply replenishment for fire equipment be included in the consideration of the 
possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other 
State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 2               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

10 -  TAILINGS IMPOUNDMENT – after monitoring stops 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about what will happen after the  
monitoring of the 547 acre Tailings Impoundment ends. 
 
 In the NMCC Mining Plan of Operation it is stated that monitoring will last only  12 
years after the Project is deemed finished.   
 
I am concerned that there is a significant potential for Acid Mine Drainage Leakage from 
the Tailings Impoundment and other toxic/polluting effects that will continue into 
perpetuity.  
 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
 I am concerned that with no regular monitoring following the reclamation phase of the 
Copper Flat mine, a leakage or a breach could get into the local ground water and 
contaminate it with toxins.   
 
I am concerned that with no regular monitoring a breach of the Tailings Impoundment, 
which has a significant hazard potential classification, would not receive the necessary  
Rapid Response and could cause untold toxic damage to the environment wherever the 
contents of the Tailings Impoundment discharge to including the surrounding water, 
soils, air, wildlife, and endangering Highway 152 and any traffic.  
   

 AMD is the mining industry's greatest environmental problem and its greatest liability Once it 
starts, AMD can effectively sterilize an entire water system for generations to come - turning it 
into a biological wasteland and a huge economic burden." 

 'the present state-of-the-art does not provide any universal solutions' for AMD."  
 The sulphide sulphur in the ore continually reacts with air and water to form sulphuric acid, which 

leaches out the heavy metals, especially copper." 
 The science of predicting AMD is still far from conclusive. The gap between the theoretical tests 

and the real world dynamics of AMD provides reason for caution when mines are assessed and 
permitted. 

 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) to the Social and Economic hardship this might cause. 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this potential problem 
and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

cromulo
Text Box
OI

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
G-01

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
G-01

cromulo
Text Box
R

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04

cromulo
Text Box
PI-01

cromulo
Text Box
PI-05

cromulo
Text Box
BI-02

cromulo
Text Box
SI-04

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
G-02

cromulo
Text Box
R

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a



Page 3               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

11 -  LINER   
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the deterioration of the  
HDPE geomembrane LINER by any chemicals in the fluids that come into contact with 
the LINER.  
 
 I am concerned about  

o the cumulative effect of this toxic fluid,  
o any increased deterioration due to the desert summer temperatures  
o and the direct effect of the high altitude sun with high temperature on the LINER. 

 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating any potential 
problems stated or newly found and request it be included in the consideration of the 
possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other 
State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 4               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

11 A -   HDPE GEOMEMBRANE LINER – LONG TERM effect  
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the long term effects of the 
LINER. 
 
I am concerned about how this 547 acres piece of HDPE geomembrane will affect the 
environment over it's life span of hundreds of years.   
I am concerned about what may happen as it deteriorates, etc.  
I am concerned that the material itself will pollute the soil or cause other harmful effects. 
 
What is the life span of this particular liner – HDPE geomembrane that NMCC will be 
using?   
 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this potential problem 
and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process.  Thank you. 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

12 – COVER 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the deterioration of the 
COVER,  if indeed it is a HDPE geomembrane,  that will be placed over the Tailings 
Impoundment for Reclamation to keep rain/precipitation from entering the impoundment.   
 
I am concerned about any chemicals in the fluids that come into contact with the 
COVER.  
 
 I am concerned about the cumulative effect of this toxic fluid, any increased 
deterioration due to the desert summer temperatures and the direct effect of the high 
altitude sun with high temperature on the COVER. 
 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for handling this potential problem 
and request it be included in the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of 
Operation.  Thank you. 
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Page 5               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

12 A -   LINER SEAMS 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that as the tailings impoundment 
HDPE geomembrane liner sections are joined together the seams will not hold and over 
time they may crack or buckle or slip or break and there may be leakage of acid mine 
tailings drainage that can harm our environment by polluting the surrounding ground, 
water, soil, vegetation, wildlife, etc. 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
I request a detailed study of this possibility and a detailed plan for eliminating this 
potential problem and request it be included in BLM's consideration of the possible 
approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation.  Thank you. 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 6               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

24 -   HDPT GEOMEMBRANE LINER 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine Project, 
Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the adequacy of the HDPT geomembrane 
liner that they plan to use under the 547 acre tailings impoundment. 
 
First there is no information given in their Mining Plan of Operation about the liner itself.  
 
I am concerned because HDPT GEOMEMBRANE LINERS are known to frequently fail. 
 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
I am concerned because it's such a new technology and many geotechnical and civil engineers, 
regulators, and general contractors may not be thoroughly familiar with the performance 
characteristics of viscoelastic engineering polymer products.   
 
Ultimately my concern is toxic AMD (acid mine drainage) leaking from the liner &/or a break or 
failure that could contaminate and endanger areas of land, air, water, wildlife, humans, ranchers, 
agriculture, etc. as detailed in other of my concerns. 
 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) to the Social and Economic hardship this might cause. 
 
I request detailed information on any HDPE geomembrane NMCC plans to use be included in 
BLM's consideration of this Mining Plan of Operation.  
 
I request the information on any HDPT GEOMEMBRANE LINER that NMCC plans to use be 
included with detailed information on each of these aspects: 

o highest quality design co-ordinated with the manufacturing & the installation, etc. 
o highest quality specifications of the materials (resin) for this particular tailings 

impoundment use, climate, etc.  A project specification document specific to the Copper 
Flat Project  

o highest quality manufacture of the liner 
o highest quality installation without damage 
o highest quality effective seaming and trial seaming  

 [about 19% of leaks occur at seams] 
o highest quality filling or covering the liner for initial operation without damage 

[ over 70% of leaks occur when the liner is covered by soil or stone, therefore covering is 
a critical stage for a geomembrane] 

o highest quality proper preparation of the ground &/or surface upon which the liner will be 
placed. 

o continual testing of the highest quality  in each of these areas done by an independent 
contractor reporting to appropriate New Mexico State Agencies responsible for this area 
of the Copper Flat Project oversight. 

 
(continued on next page) 
 

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
OI

cromulo
Text Box
PI-01

cromulo
Text Box
BI-02

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04

cromulo
Text Box
SI-06

cromulo
Text Box
SI-10a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-06

cromulo
Text Box
G

cromulo
Text Box
OI-01



Page 7               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

24 -   HDPT GEOMEMBRANE LINER  
(continued) 

 
I request that a plan for a quality independent company, chosen by BLM, paid for by NMCC and 
reporting to the appropriate New Mexico State Agencies responsible for this area of the Copper 
Flat Project oversight be required.   With this independent company monitoring every aspect of 
the liner from it's manufacturing to each detail of it's installation, seaming, covering and ongoing 
integrity oversight.   
 
I request a current, up-to-date, detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this 
potential problem be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process. Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 8               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

12  B -  HDPE geomembrane  LINER -  Wells 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that as the Tailings Impoundment is 
enlarged in size and goes into areas where there are existing wells drilled into the ground 
water; that in the event of any leakage of acid mine tailings under the liner this 
contaminated fluid may migrate into these well casings and get into the ground water 
polluting it.  
 
I am concerned because there is no plan included showing how this will be prevented and 
within the MPO the statement is made that the well casings will be removed "if possible", 
which indicates that it may NOT be possible.. 
 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this potential problem 
be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of 
Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.  
Thank you. 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 9               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

12 C -  TAILINGS  LINER- BREACH /BREAK – Greyback Arroyo 
Highway 152 – BLM lands – wildlife – cattle  

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that there may be a breach or 
break in the  Tailings Impoundment dam or HDPE geomembrane liner that would carry 
toxic contents (acid mine drainage) & the tailings into the Greyback Wash/Arroyo.   
I am concerned about the damage this would do to the environment.   
 

 AMD is the mining industry's greatest environmental problem and its greatest liability Once it 
starts, AMD can effectively sterilize an entire water system for generations to come - turning it 
into a biological wasteland and a huge economic burden." 

 'the present state-of-the-art does not provide any universal solutions' for AMD."  
 The sulphide sulphur in the ore continually reacts with air and water to form sulphuric acid, which 

leaches out the heavy metals, especially copper." 
 The science of predicting AMD is still far from conclusive. The gap between the theoretical tests 

and the real world dynamics of AMD provides reason for caution when mines are assessed and 
permitted. 

 
 
I am concerned about the potential for toxic contents to spill onto Highway 152 which 
the Greyback Arroyo crosses close to the mine site area.   
 
I am concerned about all our national BLM lands that the Greyback Arroyo goes through 
and the environmental damage from toxic acid mine drainage that could occur on these 
lands if there is an impoundment dam or liner breach or break.  
 
I am concerned about the wildlife that would be adversely impacted.   
 
I am concerned about the cattle that graze on the BLM land under BLM Grazing Leases 
which include area of the Greyback Arroyo. 
 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) to the Social and Economic hardship this might cause. 
 
I am concerned because there is no detailed study of these possibilities and no plan to 
minimize any breach of the tailings impoundment.  
 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this potential problem 
and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 10               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

12 D - TAILINGS  LINER- BREACH /BREAK – Greyback Arroyo 
pools of polluted water + fencing 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that there may be a breach or 
break in the  Tailings Impoundment dam or HDPE geomembrane liner that would carry 
toxic contents (acid mine drainage) into the Greyback Wash/Arroyo.  I am concerned 
about the damage this could cause to the environment.   
 
I am concerned about all our national BLM lands that the Greyback Arroyo goes through 
and environmental damage from toxic acid mine drainage.    
 
I am concerned that cattle that graze on the BLM land under grazing leases included in 
the Greyback Arroyo.  Cattle could be harmed.  This would adversely affect the Ranchers 
and the BLM since Greyback Arroyo is a part of BLM Grazing Allotment land.  
 
A spill into Greyback Arroyo could also make the land there toxic for any growth of 
edible plants.  Wildlife and cattle could be adversely affected by eating this tainted 
vegetation.    
 
Any tailings that might settle into depressions and remain in the Greyback Arroyo could 
become areas/pools of polluted water following any subsequent rainfalls.   
This tainted/toxic water could be harmful to wildlife and cattle.  The effect of this could 
go on for hundreds of years. 
 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) to the Social and Economic hardship this might cause. 
 
I am concerned because there is no detailed study of these possibilities. 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this potential problem 
be included in consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of 
Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.   
 
I request the BLM consider a plan to have the complete area of the Greyback Arroyo 
fenced by NMCC to prevent grazing cattle from being injured in the event of a 
tailings impoundment breach that could cause the contents of the impoundment to run 
down the Arroyo.  This would be a fence that would remain after NMCC finishes its 
mining Project to protect cattle since the tailings impoundment will be a source of 
concern for eons. I am concerned about wildlife, but am aware that fences seldom stop 
wildlife. Thank you. 
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Page 11               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

12 E - TAILINGS  LINER- BREACH /BREAK  - Electricity 
 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that there may be a breach or 
break in the  Tailings Impoundment dam or liner that would carry toxic contents (acid 
mine drainage) into the area outside of the confines of the tailings impoundment. 
 
I am concerned about the damage this would to the environment, wildlife, plants &/or 
domestic cattle.   

 
I am concerned because there is no Contingency Plan for the possible event of a long 
outage of electricity while NMCC continues to keep the mining & milling plant in 
operation.  
 
In our locality electrical outages are likely to occur during seasonal summer lightening 
storms with or without accompanying heavy rainstorm.  
  
The electrical lines that come up from the power plant booster station located close to   
I-25 are the tall objects along their 7-8 mile path and therefore are prime targets for 
lightening hits. 
 
My concern is that the tailings impoundment is normally constantly being pumped out so 
that the impoundment liquid can be recycled and re-used in the milling operation and 
saturated tailings are constantly being added to the tailings pile adding more liquid.   
 
If an electrical outage goes out for some extended period of time and a rainstorm drops 
large amounts of rain onto the 547 acre impoundment and the tailings are at the same 
time draining down, then all of this liquid will be going into the impoundment 'catchment 
pond' while no liquid will be removed because the pump will not be functional if it is 
powered by electricity.   
 
If the catchment pond is overwhelmed this may cause it to overflow or cause a breach. 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this potential problem 
and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process. I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this 
potential problem be included in consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process.  Thank you. 
 
NMCC must have a plan for back up.  I request that a detailed study of the adequacy of 
any such plan be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this 
Mining Plan of Operation. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 12               Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

12 F - Pit Wall or TAILINGS  LINER- BREACH /BREAK   Acid Rock Drainage 
 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the Copper Flat Mine Project, 
Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned that there may be a breach or break in the  
Tailings Impoundment dam or liner or pit walls that would carry toxic contents (acid rock 
drainage) into the area outside of the confines of the tailings impoundment. 

 
My concerns are:  
• When sulfide ore, waste rock, pit walls or the tailings are exposed to air and 
moisture, a chemical reaction can create sulfuric acid. (Iron ores are in oxide, not sulfide, 
formations.)  
• Precipitation water can cause sulfuric acid compounds to drain from the mine site 
-- called acid mine drainage (AMD, sometimes called acid rock drainage or ARD).   
• AMD can enter nearby surface water and groundwater resources and thereby 
harm people, plants, animals, metal and concrete structures.  
• There has never been a metallic sulfide mine that has not polluted water resources 
where water was present.  
• AMD also dissolves toxic heavy metals (e.g. lead, zinc, copper, and mercury), 
allowing them to enter surface water and groundwater.  
• AMD can form red, orange or yellow sediments in the bottom of streams, which 
can disrupt the growth and reproduction of  animals on which they feed.  
• AMD is very difficult to confine and treat (clean up) properly. It can be very 
expensive to clean up and has costly impacts on local communities.  
• It may take several years before AMD reaches toxic levels, and water 
contamination can then last for centuries, or even millennia.  
 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
Historical mining disasters in New Mexico such at the tailings impoundment breach at 
Church Rock by the town of Grant, NM must be taken into consideration.    
 
I request a detailed up-to-date study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this 
potential problem and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval 
or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal 
agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
[COPIED TO HERE 8 MARCH 2012 TO SEND TO DOUG HAYWOOD, BLM  
Bottom of page 21, last Concern #12F PIT WALL] 
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Page 1                 Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

These are some of my Concerns about the possible construction, operation & 
reclamation & the time after the reclamation of the proposed Copper Flat Mine, Sierra 
County, New Mexico.  Please add them for evaluation in the BLM, Las Cruces District, 
Environmental Impact Statement.  Thank you.  Candi Browne  

CONCERNS EMAIL #3 
Available fresh water amounts to less than one half of one percent of 
all the water on Earth. 

That's less than ½ of 1% of all the water on Earth. 
~~~ 

There has never been a metallic sulfide mine that has not polluted water resources 
 where water was present. 

~~~ 
At least 36 states including New Mexico and Texas expect water shortages by 2013 

~~~ 
To permit an identified acid generating mine means that we are asking future 
generations to take on the responsibility for toxic waste sites that are going to have to 
be managed for possibly hundreds of years.  
Predictions about the success of managing this waste in the long term are, at best, 
speculative. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

13 - Social and Economic Consequences 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about all the ways that allowing this 
Project to go forward may bring economic hardship to people in Sierra County and 
neighboring communities.  
 
I am concerned because in the 1999 Preliminary Final EIS done on Copper Flat it shows, 
for example, only that it deals with water and economic impact as separate issues.  It 
states generally that ground water will be fine because water levels will return in 140 
years.  It states generally that economic impact is positive since the mine brings jobs.  
These two issues must be brought into a combined consideration to show the cumulative 
effects.  
 
Since the water level will be depressed for 140 years, the economic development that 
depends on that water is also depressed for 140 years.  What are the effects of 140 years 
of economic depression socially and economically in Sierra County?  
 
This is only one example of cumulative effects that need to be taken into consideration. 
 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) to this Concern and any other Concerns that this could apply to and request 
they be included in the consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining 
Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS 
process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 2                 Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

13 A -  DROUGHT – Economic hardship 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the ways that allowing this 
Project to go forward may bring economic hardship to people in Sierra County, 
neighboring communities and states. 
 
I am concerned because scientific data shows the current drought is affecting 14 states in 
the south and southwest including New Mexico and Texas. 
   
I am concerned because of the large amount of water that the Copper Flat Mine Project 
will use during its projected 17 years of milling and other water uses. 
 
I am concerned about the way the use of this quantity of water will affect the aquifers 
because studies have already shown that certain aquifers will be affected for 140 years. 
 
The use of this quantity of water, in this locality in an already arid climate,  

o with agricultural businesses (peppers, onions, corn, cotton, hay, pecan orchards 
etc.) already stressed and depending on pumping ground water and  

o our requirements of Treaties and Commitments to downstream entities (Texas & 
Mexico) for assurances of quantities of water  

o and our existing Tourism business Elephant Butte Lake State Park, Caballo State 
Park, Percha Dam State Park, etc 

o  grazing/ranching, depending on water 
o and an impending drought stressing all of these  
o The whole infrastructure of our area is going to be increasingly stressed in a 

cumulative way by this drought 
 
I suggest that we must take into consideration prior obligation, treaties and commitments, 
already established businesses, current landholders and families dependent on the water 
supply. 
 
I am concerned because it is clear from the COMMENTS made during the public Scoping 
Meeting on Feb 23, 2012 in Truth or Consequences, Sierra County, NM, which I 
attended, that many of the business people and other civic leaders who spoke at that 
meeting do not adequately understand 

o the copper mining process,  
o the toxic potential of waste rock and  tailings  
o our prior obligation, treaties and commitments to already established businesses, 

current landholders and families dependent on the water supply. 
 
 They do not seem to be taking into consideration the long term social and economic 
affects of the loss of the potential future use of the water consumed by this proposed 
mining project.    
(Continued on next page) 
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Page 3                 Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

13 A -  DROUGHT – Economic hardship  
(continued) 

It seems unclear that they have any adequate understanding of the potential impact of 
drought on Sierra County and the communities and businesses that currently exist and 
depend on water.  
 
I request it be taken into consideration that historically, in times of drought changes in 
life-style and business decisions must be brought under advisement.  I am suggesting 
Sierra County needs to choose new businesses that will dove-tail in with what already is 
working to advantage in Sierra County.  Businesses that will advocate and strive to fit 
into our unique climate and the low water use needs of the desert particularly during a 
projected foreseeable drought.   
 
Water in this locality of New Mexico is dependent in a large part on the water of the Rio 
Grande. What goes on with upstream supply & uses as well as commitments to 
downstream users must be taken into consideration when any decision is made about a 
potential new business that will use large quantities of water.  I am concerned that this 
is not happening with the consideration of the projected Copper Flat Project.   
 
As we go into a possible extended period of drought or our down stream neighbors, 
Texas and Mexico, are affected by what is termed 'the mega-drought in Texas', we must 
be responsible in our consideration of their needs.  Knowing the possible near future 
increased needs for the limited supply of water that New Mexico now has, we must make 
careful informed decisions about how everyone upstream and downstream will utilize our 
dwindling water supply.  Our climate is changing.  We must change with it or suffer the 
consequences.   
 
At least 36 states including New Mexico and Texas expect water shortages by 2013. 
 
When the mining industry argues that new mining development is "essential" to our way 
of life, it tends to understate the fact that we could and should achieve many of our metals 
needs through better re-use and recycling of existing metal products.  
 
To permit an identified acid generating mine means that we are asking future generations 
to take on the responsibility for toxic waste sites that are going to have to be managed for 
possibly hundreds of years. Predictions about the success of managing this waste in the 
long term are, at best, speculative.  
 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) to the Social and Economic hardship this might cause. 
 
I request an up-to-date detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this 
potential problem and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval 
or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal 
agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 4                 Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

13 B -  Economic Hardship – loss of Tourism 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the ways that allowing this 
Project to go forward may bring economic hardship to people in Sierra County, 
neighboring communities and states. 
 
I am concerned because Sierra County economically is already based on a complex 
structure.  Historically Tourism is a major economic base.  That's the reason Truth or 
Consequences took up this name…to draw in tourists.  The draw for tourists is the a 
unique local environment including 

o clean air 
o warm winter temperatures 
o healing hot springs  
o hiking & biking opportunities 
o enjoyment of  water related activities at the local reservoirs  
o camping 
o alternative healing modalities 
o the star filled clear night sky 
o scenic highways  
o peace 
o relaxation & refreshment of mind and body through engaging in activities in the 

natural environment.  
I suggest it be taken into consideration that a locality can support only so many 
businesses when each business is dependant on the same limited resource - water 
and still maintain a long term social and economic health.    
  
Which businesses will have to die to allow the Copper Flat Project to go forward? 
    
I am concerned because it is clear from the COMMENTS made during the public Scoping 
Meeting on Feb 23, 2012 in Truth or Consequences, Sierra County, NM, which I 
attended, that many of the business people and other civic leaders who spoke at that 
meeting do not adequately understand 

o the copper mining process,  
o the toxic potential of waste rock and  tailings  
o the consequences of using up the proposed  amount water it will take over the 17 

year operation of the proposed Copper Flat project.  
 They do not seem to be taking into consideration the long term social and economic 
affects of the loss of the potential future use of the water consumed by this proposed 
mining project.    
 
They do not seem to be taking into consideration the possibility of the loss of Tourism & 
or the loss of expansion of Tourism in connection with the loss of water through the long 
term draw down effect following the use of water for the mining Project at Copper flat .  
 
Are the men and women of Sierra County who have been voted into office who have 
taken on the responsibility of offering advice to its citizens on its economic growth  
(Continued on next page) 

cromulo
Text Box
SI-06

cromulo
Text Box
SI-01

cromulo
Text Box
SI-01

cromulo
Text Box
PI-05

cromulo
Text Box
PI-08

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04d

cromulo
Text Box
SI-01

cromulo
Text Box
SI-04

cromulo
Text Box
SI-02

cromulo
Text Box
SI-06

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04b

cromulo
Text Box
SI-06

cromulo
Text Box
OI

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04b

cromulo
Text Box
SI-06

cromulo
Text Box
SI-01

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04b



Page 5                 Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

13 B -  Economic Hardship – loss of Tourism  
 (continued) 

adequately knowledgeable about  the complexity of this decision concerning the Copper 
Flat Project?  
 
One reason they give for wanting this Project is for jobs for the youth of Sierra County. I 
suggest that using the youth as a "reason" puts a terrible burden on these young people to 
work at the mine. Have the young people been asked about their future career choices and 
preferences?  
 
To permit an identified acid generating mine means that we are asking future generations 
to take on the responsibility for toxic waste sites that are going to have to be managed for 
possibly hundreds of years. Predictions about the success of managing this waste in the 
long term are, at best, speculative. 
  
When the mining industry argues that new mining development is "essential" to our way 
of life, it tends to understate the fact that we could and should achieve many of our metals 
needs through better re-use and recycling of existing metal products.  
 
Careers in areas exploring new and innovative ways to re-use and conserve our precious 
resources might be an option for young people.  
 
As an alternative option it can be taken into consideration that there is a growing 
population reaching retirement age. This population is a new kind of retiree with more 
focus on healthy outdoor activities walking, hiking, biking, water sports, boating, fishing, 
camping, etc.    Often they are looking for a retirement-focused-community with a 
pleasant atmosphere and milder temperatures and near-by recreational resources   If a 
desirable community considers the needs and desires of this population it can benefit 
from an influx of the economic benefit  of residents of retirement age. 
 
I am concerned about the lack of foresight in allowing a plan for this mining Project that 
will use this quantity of water.   
Foresight: the ability to envision possible future problems or obstacles. 
 
I request that the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in this EIS process 
apply the principle of 'cumulative effects' (as it is specified in the NEPA handbook on the 
EIS process) and foresight to the Social and Economic hardship this might cause. 
 
I request an up-to-date detailed study of this and request it be included in the 
consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the 
BLM & the other State & Federal agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 6                 Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

14 -  BLASTING 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the blasting that will be done 
inside the 'pit' or anywhere within the boundaries of this Project.    
 
I am concerned with how this may affect any underground 'faults' connected to 
underground water  in the immediate area.  Shifting of faults may cause toxic seepage 
into groundwater meant for human consumption, stock watering &/or agricultural use.   
 
I am concerned that change in the underground hydrology may not be discovered until 
too late and cause irreparable harm to the groundwater. 
 
I am concerned because an occurrence of this type might not be discovered until AFTER 
THE MINE RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED 
OR LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
I request a detailed up-to-date study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this 
potential problem and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval 
or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal 
agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 7                 Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

15 - WASTE ROCK 
 

If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the proposed Copper Flat Mine 
Project, Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about any toxic run-off coming 
from the waste rock disposal areas containing partially oxidized and unoxidized 
material &/or low-grade ore stockpiles.   
 
I am concerned about our local summer storm pattern of sudden intense rainfall 
including: 

o how quickly ditches fill and overflow during these storms  
o and how powerful the rushing raging water can be and how often this onslaught of 

water breaks through ditches that are man-made.   
 
I am concerned because of how large these disposal areas and stockpile areas will be. In 
the MPO, Page 3-6,  3.2.2 Waste Rock Disposal Area and Low-Grade Stockpile, NMCC 
says "These disposal areas would be expanded under the current MPO to cover 
approximately 210 acres (Appendix B).   
 
After the close of the mine the MPO states that there would be approximately 37 million 
tons of waste rock and 19 tons of low-grade ore. 
 
I am concerned about the quantity of rainwater during a major summer rainstorm landing 
on this large acreage could carry toxic fluid from the wasterock area and eventually seep 
into ground water.  
 
I am concerned about the high winds that are more and more prevalent in our area and the 
dust that can contaminate our air from this ore wasterock sitting out in the open.  
 
I am concerned because an accident of this type could occur AFTER THE MINE 
RECLAMATION IS FINISHED AND NMCC IS NO LONGER INVOLVED OR LIABLE 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. 
 
I request a detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this potential problem 
and request it be included in the BLM & the other State or Federal agencies involved in 
this EIS process consideration of the possible approval or denial of this Mining Plan of 
Operation.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Page 8                 Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

 
16 - DUST – HIGH WINDS 

 
If the BLM approves this NMCC Plan of Operation for the Copper Flat Mine Project, 
Sierra County, New Mexico, I am concerned about the high winds that occur in our area 
and will occur in the Copper Flat area potentially creating dust storms from the toxic 
contents of the tailings impoundment &/or other toxic dust or fumes generated at the site.   

 
I am concerned about the potential for: 

o health issues from the toxins in the dust  
o and highway safety from poor visibility caused by blowing dust. 

both from the 
Copper Concentrate 
U.S. 
 Ingredients Listed on TSCA Inventory       Yes 
 Hazardous Under Hazard Communication Standard    Yes 
 CERCLA Section 103 Hazardous Substances      Yes…….Copper ……RQ : 5,000 lbs. (2270 kg.) 
 [CERCLA – Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act - Superfund] 
 EPCRA Section 313 Toxic Release Inventory (Supplier Notification):…Copper…. 
  CAS No. 7440-50-8. % by Weight – 24-28% 
 
Another concern of dust is highway closure with long waiting periods that can adversely 
impact 

o the Tourist traffic  
o and adversely affect the economy of Tourism in the nearby towns of Hillsboro, 

Kingston and Sierra County as a whole.    
 
I am concerned that dust related highway closure can also affect 

o the enjoyment of Sierra County  
o and the highlight of the scenic road into the Black Range Mountains.  

  
 
I request a current up-to-date detailed study of this and a detailed plan for eliminating this 
potential problem and request it be included in the consideration of the possible approval 
or denial of this Mining Plan of Operation by the BLM & the other State & Federal 
agencies involved in this EIS process.  Thank you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3 COPIED TO HERE 8 MARCH 2012 TO SEND TO DOUG HAYWOOD, BLM  
 From page 22, #13 Social & Economic Consequences to Bottom of page 29,  Concern #16 DUST - High 
Winds 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:17 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #4 C Browne
Attachments: concerns #4 Sent 8 Mar12 DHaywood pg 39    2pm.doc

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 8:03 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #4 C Browne 
 

Here is another. 

 

From: candi [mailto:candi@riolink.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 2:19 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #4 C Browne 
 

To: Douglas Haywood, BLM Project Manager 
Las Cruces District Office 
  
8 March 2012        
  
Re: Copper Flat Project, Sierra County, NM  
        BLM Environmental Impact Statement, Draft  
        Scoping Process - Public Concerns 
        Sharing Issues and Concerns   #4 Section **PHOTOS** 
  
Doug- 
  
Please add these comments to the EIS Scoping Process and forward them to your contractor, Mangi Environmental 
Group.  
  
Please feel free to send these Issues and Concerns along to any other New Mexico State or Federal agency. 
  
Thank you for your assistance and all your fine work in connection with this EIS process. 
  
Candi Browne 
P.O. Box 3642 
Truth or Consequence 
NM 87901 
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Page 1             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

These are some of my Concerns about the possible construction, operation & 
reclamation & time after the reclamation of the proposed Copper Flat Mine, Sierra 
County, New Mexico.  Please add them for evaluation in the BLM, Las Cruces District, 
Environmental Impact Statement.  Thank you.  Candi Browne  
 
Available fresh water amounts to less than one half of one percent of 
all the water on Earth. 

That's less than ½ of 1% of all the water on Earth. 
~~~ 

There has never been a metallic sulfide mine that has not polluted water resources 
 where water was present 

~~ 
To permit an identified acid generating mine means that we are asking future 
generations to take on the responsibility for toxic waste sites that are going to have to 
be managed for possibly hundreds of years.  
Predictions about the success of managing this waste in the long term are, at best, 
speculative. 

 
CONCERNS – COMMENT 

 
At the BLM EIS Scoping Meeting set up for the Public to voice their Concerns about the 
Copper Flat Project, Sierra County, New Mexico which took place on 23 February, 2012 
in Truth or Consequence, NM, I shared a few of my concerns.  Even going over my 
allotted three minutes there was only a little that I could share.  One extraneous comment 
that I made was that I have been concerned about the possible opening of the Copper Flat 
mine for 15 years since I moved to this area and began living on Animas Creek in 1997.  
Because of my concern, after learning that another company was going to try to reopen 
Copper Flat, I have been doing research for the past eight (8) months gathering 
information about mining and related issues.  
I didn't say this at the public Scoping meeting, but my reason for the research was that I 
wanted to understand what mining and the related issues are all about as much as possible 
and not just depend on hear-say.     
 
Ya know, I didn't want folks to think I was just talk'n off the top of my head. 
 
I guess there were a bunch of folks at that Scoping Meeting who thought I was being 
presumptuous talking about something so complicated.  Well, you know, they were right.  
This is a complicated issue. 
   
John Bokich, the manager of the Bank of the Southwest was so concerned about my 
comments that he got right up at the meeting and did his best to rebut them. And he even 
went so far as to write a really long article for the HERALD newspaper (March 7, 2012, 
page 18).  In that article, John Bokich again makes the same statement in rebuttal as he 
did at the Scoping Meeting and here it is:  
  

"While one individual, Candy Brown, listed concerns about technical aspects of 
the project, stating that she had done considerable research on the issues, it was 
rebutted by John Bokich, with more than 30 years of experience in mine 
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Page 2             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

environmental operations, that platoons of experts with combined experience of 
hundreds of years are being employed by Copper Flat to study, design and 
ultimately construct and operate the Copper Flat Mine."  

 
Well, it sure was nice of John Bokich to get that printed in the newspaper because I never 
could take notes fast enough to take down all that at the meeting and I sure wanted to 
remember it.  
 
The thing is that to rebut something means "to deny the truth of something, especially by 
presenting arguments that disprove it". So, well, I guess I am confused because John 
Bokich never did present any arguments to disprove anything I was saying.  I guess he 
forgot that part. 
 
Or maybe he thought that he was disproving what I was saying because my paltry eight 
months of research didn't equal "platoons of experts with combined experience of 
hundreds of years".  Well, now that's an interesting point too because I sure to heaven 
wouldn't want anyone to think I'm pretending that I have years of experience.  The thing 
is I wasn't talking about my personal experience.  I was talking about the experience, the 
studies, the articles, the scientific research and the 'platoon of experts with combined 
experience of hundreds of years' incorporated into all the research that I have done.  I just 
used their material.   
 
The other thing is that if I did have 60 years of experience in mining considering the 
destruction of the environment, shown in the pollution of soil, ground water, wells, 
streams, rivers, lakes, and the ocean and the multitude of innocent people who have died 
in senseless mining accidents or been permanently sickened by mining waste running into 
their water source or breathing the toxic "fugitive dust" coming from mining sites and all 
the billions of dollars of our United States tax money spent (and that will be spent in the 
future) on the toxic-polluted mining sites that mining companies have walked away from, 
and the untold number of wildlife who have died from contact with mining's toxic waste 
products, and the centuries into the future that these mining waste toxins will haunt the 
children and the childrens' children; I would not be standing up in front of anyone 
boasting about it.  
 
So, anyway, I thought it might be best to send along this little list of research I've used. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Some of the Research documents used to support my CONCERNS – Candi Browne 
 
Comparison of Predicted and Actual Water Quality at Hardrock Mines, The 
reliability of predictions in Environmental Impact Statements by Ann S. Maest - 
Buka Environmental, Boulder, CO  and James R. Kuipers, Kuipers & Associates, Butte, 
Montana, 2006, www.kuipersassoc.com or EARTHWORKS, 
www.mineralpolicy.org/earthworks_at_home.cfm 
 
 
Predicting Water Quality Problems at Hardrock Mines, A Failure of Science, 
Oversight, and Good Practice by Alan Septoff, EARTHWORKS, 2006 
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Page 3             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

 
BLUE GOLD, THE GLOBAL WATER CRISIS AND THE COMMODIFICATION OF THE WORLD'S 

WATER SUPPLY, by Maude Barlow, Chair, IFG Committee on the Globalization of Water, 
National Chair, Council of Canadians, June 1999 
A Special Report Produced and Published by the International Forum on Globalization 
(IFG),  "The wars of the next century will be about water."   — The World Bank 
REPORT SUMMARY  
1) Water belongs to the earth and all species 
2) Water should be left where it is wherever possible  
3) Water must be conserved for all time 
4) Polluted water must be reclaimed 
5) Water is best protected in natural watersheds  
6) Water is a public trust to be guarded at all levels of government 
7)An adequate supply of clean water is a basic human right 
8)The best advocates for water are local communities and citizens 
9)The public must participate as an equal partner with government to protect water 
10) Economic globalization policies are not water sustainable  
Available fresh water amounts to less than one half of one percent of 
all the water on Earth. 
 
 
Contaminant Loading on the Puerco River [New Mexico], A Historical Overview by 
Chris Shuey, Southwest Research and Information Center, Albuquerque, NM, 1992, 
including among others Uranium Mine Dewatering Effluent Discharges, The July 1979 
[Church Rock] Uranium Mill Tailings Spill and Long-term Water Quality Impairments.  
http://www.sirc.org/uranium/PUERCO92.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal SUPERFUND  Program 
Dealing with mining disaster clean up. 
Http://www.gao.gov/highrisk/agency/epa/speeding-the-pace-of-cleanup-of-hazardous-waste-sites.php 
1980 Comprehensive environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), BETTER 
KNOWN AT THE Superfund Act.  This law gives the federal government the authority to respond to 
chemical emergencies and to clean up uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous wast sites both on private and 
public lands.  
The Superfund Act program addresses both short- and long-term risks, from toxic chemical spills and 
threats to the permanent cleanup and rehabilitation of abandoned hazardous waste sites.  
The Superfund also provides authority for the prosecution of those responsible for the releases of 
hazardous waste and a trust fund to subsidize cleanup when no responsible party can be identified.  
With the expiration of the Superfund tax, EPA must rely on annual appropriations to fund cleanups. These 
appropriations have been declining and the pace of cleanups has slowed.  
Further, citing competing priorities and lack of funds, EPA has not implemented a 1980 statutory mandate 
under Superfund to require businesses handling hazardous substances to demonstrate their ability to pay 
for potential environmental cleanups—that is, to provide financial assurances.  
 
 
Hilpert 1969. Hilpert, L. S. Uranium Resources of Northwestern New Mexico. U.S. 
Geological Survey  
(Washington, D.C.), Professional Paper 603.  
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Page 4             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

[Note: This report and other USGS reports and maps show that uranium mined in the region in the 1950s 
and 1960s was taken from formations that were, and still are, major sources of ground water. One report 
said that the ore body of one mine that opened in 1960 was 100 feet below the water table. 
 
 
"Summitville Mine". Region 8 - Superfund. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
Archived from the original on 2006-10-10. 
http://web.archive.org/web/20061010032331/http://epa.gov/region8/sf/sites/co/sville.html 
Retrieved 2007-01-04. 
 
 
SIERRA COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE 
Records 
 
 
Effects of Surface Mining on Ground Water Quality, 
 Nature of Ground-water pollution by surface mining by Henry Rauch 
 
 
HARDROCK MINING IN NEW MEXICO, 2006 
EARTHWORKS 2007, Cathy Carlson and Jonathan Schwartz  
www.earthworksactio.org 
Abandoned Mines: The counties with the most abandoned mines are Grant, McKinley and 
Sierra. 
The state does not have dedicated funding for cleaning up pollution from abandoned mines. The 
New Mexico Abandoned Mine Land Bureau gets funding from the federal Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act to mitigate only physical hazards at abandoned hardrock mines.  
 
 
 
 
 
Las Cruces Backs State Water Rights Lawsuit, KRWG News, 2011-09-26,  
The Las Cruces City Council, on the recommendation of the Las Cruces Utilities Board, today authorized 
the City to seek intervention on the side of the State of New Mexico in the State's lawsuit against the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) to protect water that lawfully belongs to New Mexico. 
The City seeks to compel the BOR to complete a proper and full scale environmental impact statement 
(EIS) to help ensure that the Mesilla Valley has long-term water sustainability. 
 
 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer – Las Cruces District Office 
Internet  site Records 
 
 
New Mexico Department of Health, January 2007, Sulfate In Drinking Water 
Natural levels can be increased by contamination from mines, mills, landfills, sewage and other manmade sources.  
What level of sulfate is recommended for drinking water?  
New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recommend that 
public water systems not have sulfate above 250 milligrams per liter (mg/L).  
The EPA has also established a drinking water health advisory of 500 mg/L to prevent loose stool and diarrhea in persons 
not used to high levels of sulfate.  
What are the health effects of sulfate in drinking water?  
Drinking water with sulfate at levels exceeding 500 mg/L can cause strong laxative effects, such as diarrhea. 
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Page 5             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

Animals are also sensitive to high levels of sulfate. 
 
 
National Sanitation Foundation  
 http://www.nsf.org/ or at toll-free at 1-877-8-NSF-HELP (1-877-867-3435). 
 
 
What is Metallic Sulfide Mining? 
http://waterlegacy.orgt/sulfide_mining 
Metallic sulfide mining is a Midwest US term for hardrock mining for metals in 
sulfur-bearing rock, as differentiated from coal, iron ore, or gravel extraction. 
Metallic sulfide mining is the practice of extracting metals from a sulfide ore body.   
In Minnesota, these metals include copper and nickel with trace amounts of cobalt, platinum, palladium, 
and gold. 
Toxic metals in acid mine drainage (AMD) have polluted waters everywhere. 
The U.S. EPA (Environmental protection Agency) has extensive information about AMD 
 
 
Technical Resource Document, Extraction and Beneficiation of Ores and Minerals, 
Vol 4, COPPER 
 EPA 530-R-94-031, NTIS PB94-200979, 1994, US EPA Office of Solid Waste, Special Waste Branch, Washington. 
1.6 ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS  
1.6.1 Potential Sources of Contamination  
1.6.1.1 Mine Dewatering  
1.6.1.2 Releases from Active Leach Units  
1.6.1.3 Releases from Leach Units During and After Closure  
1.6.1.4 Releases from Tailings Impoundments  
1.6.1.5 Acid Drainage  
1.6.1.6 Beneficiation Reagents  
1.6.2 Factors Affecting the Potential for Contamination  
1.6.3 Affected Media  
1.6.3.1 Ground Water/Surface Water  
1.6.3.2 Soil  
1.6.3.3 Air  
1.6.4 Damage Cases  
1.6.4.1 National Priorities List  
1.6.4.2 304(l) Sites . . . . . . . . 
1.7 CURRENT REGULATORY AND STATUTORY FRAMEWORK  
1.7.1 Environmental Protection Agency Regulations  
1.7.1.1 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act  
1.7.1.2 Clean Water Act  
1.7.1.3 Clean Air Act  
1.7.2 Department of the Interior  
1.7.2.1 Bureau of Land Management  
1.7.2.2 National Park Service and Fish and Wildlife Service  
Technical Resource Document: Copper 
iii 
1.7.3 Department of Agriculture  
1.7.3.1 Forest   
1.7.4 Army Corps of Engineers  
1.7.5 State Programs  
 
 
U. S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management  Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, February 1996, Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Copper Flat 
Project 
Alta Gold Company, Inc proposes to reinitiate copper mining activities in the Hillsboro 
Mining District located near Hillsboro, NM.  

cromulo
Text Box
OI-01

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-06a

cromulo
Text Box
OI-01

cromulo
Text Box
PI-04a

cromulo
Text Box
SI-12a

cromulo
Text Box
OI-01

cromulo
Text Box
PI-02

cromulo
Text Box
OI-01



Page 6             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

paper copy about 400 pages  
 
 
U. S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management  Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, March 1999, Preliminary Final Environmental Impact Statement, Copper 
Flat Project 
Alta Gold Company, Inc proposes to reinitiate copper mining activities in the Hillsboro 
Mining District located near Hillsboro, NM.   
electronic copy,  491 pages 
 
 
The Official Publication of the American Society of Mining and Reclamation, 
Spring/Summer 2005, reclamation matters, Conference Preliminary Program, page 
18, The Natural Defenses of Copper Flat Sierra County, NM by J. Steven Raugust and 
Virginia T. McLemore 
 
 
MSDS, Material Safety Data Sheet, Copper Concentrate, Vale Inc,  
www.valeinco.com 
Product Composition and Toxicological Data 
Physical Data 
Fire or Explosion Hazard 
Reactivity and Stability 
First Aid Measures 
Preventative Measures Spill, Leak and disposal Procedures 
Preventative Measures Special Protection Information 
 
 
 
THEMAC Resources, New Mexico Copper Corporation, Copper Flat  
Mine Plan of Operations Report  
prepared for U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management Lac Cruces 
District Office , December 2010, Revised June 2011. 
NMCC_PoO_191000_03_20111120_FNL.doc. 
electronic copy, 358 pages 
 
 
Office of the State Engineer, New Mexico,  
Rules and Regulations Governing the Appropriation and Use of  Ground Water in 
New Mexico, 1995  
(Revised August 2006), John R. D'Antonio, Jr., PE State Engineer, 
electronic PDF, 31 pages 
 
 
Environmental Mining Council of British Columbia 
www.miningwatch.org/emcbc/publications/amd_water.htm 
ACID MINE DRAINAGE or AMD 
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Page 7             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

 AMD is the mining industry's greatest environmental problem and its greatest liability Once it 
starts, AMD can effectively sterilize an entire water system for generations to come - turning it 
into a biological wasteland and a huge economic burden." 

 'the present state-of-the-art does not provide any universal solutions' for AMD."  
 The sulphide sulphur in the ore continually reacts with air and water to form sulphuric acid, which 

leaches out the heavy metals, especially copper." 
 When the mining industry argues that new mining development is "essential" to our way of life, it 

tends to understate the fact that we could and should achieve many of our metals needs through 
better re-use and recycling of existing metal products.  (continued on next page) 

 The science of predicting AMD is still far from conclusive. The gap between the theoretical tests 
and the real world dynamics of AMD provides reason for caution when mines are assessed and 
permitted. 

 To permit an identified acid generating mine means that we are asking future generations to take 
on the responsibility for toxic waste sites that are going to have to be managed for possibly 
hundreds of years. Predictions about the success of managing this waste in the long term are, at 
best, speculative.  

Preventing & Mitigating Acid Mine Drainage 
 Containing the waste material and runoff (with liners, impervious pads, diversion and collection 

ditches, etc.) sometimes keeps the pollutants from running off the mine site into surrounding 
groundwater or streams.  

 most reliable strategy for preventing AMD is to submerge the waste rock or tailings under water 
(behind an impoundment or in a natural water body) to prevent exposure to oxygen.  

 mix it with lime, then cover it with one metre of till 
 bring the leachate to a treatment plant using alkaline and sludge measures.  
 paste backfilling 
 blended dumps. 

 None of these solutions worked without other adverse consequences. 
 
 
Mining Claims and Sites on Federal Lands,  
BLM National Science and Technology Center, P-048, Online version revised 05/11 
 
 
Is Water the New Gold?,  by Anthony Mirhaydari, MSN Money, 6/22/2011 
The next hot commodity for investors could be one you think is everywhere, 
 but which in reality is increasingly hard to find: Clean, fresh water 
 
 
Overview of New Mexico's Groundwater Code,  
James C. Brockmann, Stein & Brockmann, P.A., Santa Fe, NM, 27th Biennial 
Groundwater Conference and 18th Annual Meeting of the Groundwater Resources 
Assoc. of California, 2009, electronic PDF 
 
 
Noncontiguous Mill Site Claim, How to Stake a Mining Claim,  
BLM internet  
 
 
1872 Mining Law 
http://www.friends‐bwca.org/issues/sulfide‐mining/  
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OGALLALA AQUIFER DEPLETION 
http://www.naturalnews.com/031658_aquifer_depletion_Ogallal
a.html#ixzz1Grvm1vsh 
The largest underground freshwater supply in the world, 
stretching from South Dakota all the way to Texas. 
Aquifer depletion is a global problem 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NEPA Handbook, H-1790.2k8.01.30[1]  
BLM National environmental Policy Act, January 2008 
pdf, pages 184 
 
 
US DEPT OF THE INTERIOR, BLM, Instruction Memorandum No. CO-2004-014 
 Updated Environmental Assessment (EA), Categorical Exclusion (CE), and Documentation 
of Land Use Plan Conformance and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Adequacy 
(DNA) Templates, Updated List of Critical Elements of the Human Environment in Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) NEPA Handbook (H-1790-1) and EA-Level Guidance 
 
 
1976 Federal Land Policy management Act, or FLPMA (Pub. L. 94-579) 
FILED IN US Dept & LAWS 
The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 As Amended Compiled by U.S. 
Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management andOffice of the Solicitor 
Washington, D.C, October 2001.  pdf, 78 pages 
 
 
A History of the Gila River Basin in New Mexico, Events, Adjudication & Limitations 
Tink Jackson, OSE District 3 Manager, New Mexico Gila River WaterMaster 
Power Point  
 
 
US EPA, Office of Water, 800-F-93-001, October 1993, Robert Perciasepe, Assistant 
Administratior 
General overview 
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Page 9             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

Loss of Wetlands in the Southwestern United States Roberta H. Yuhas, U.S. 
Geological survey, Impact of Climate change and Land Use in the Southwestern United 
States, Impacts of Climate Change On Water Resources  
http://geochange.er.usgs.gov/sw/impacts/hydrology/wetlands/ 
 
 
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT  
MANUAL TRANSMITTAL SHEET, Release 3-318, 03/20/2004 
3800- Mining Claims Under the General Mining Laws – (Public) 
 
 
Mining & Mineral Law by Jeanine Feriancek of Holland & Hart LLP 
http://library.findlaw.com/1999/Jan/1/241491.html 
 
HYDRO RESOURCES CORPORATION, Plaintiff- Respondent, v. HARRIS GRAY and WILLIAM 
J. FROST, Defendants- Petitioners, November 09, 2007,Filed,  Supreme Court of New Mexico; Original 
Proceeding on Certiorari, Edmund H. Kase, III, District Judge 
 
 
 
ANDACOLLO COPPER CONCENTRATE MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET 
TECK METALS LTD, Suite 3300, 550 Burrard St, Vancouver, BC, V6C 0B3 
30 January 2012 
Copper Concentrate 
Composition/ Information on Ingredients 
Hazards Identification 
First Aid Measures 
Fire Fighting Measures 
Accidental Release Measures 
Handling and Storage 
Exposure Controls / Personal Protection 
Physical and Chemical Properties 
Stability and Reactivity 
Toxicological Information 
Ecological Information 
Transport Information 
Regulatory Information 
 U.S. 
 Ingredients Listed on TSCA Inventory       Yes 
 Hazardous Under Hazard Communication Standard    Yes 
 CERCLA Section 103 Hazardous Substances      Yes…….Copper ……RQ : 5,000 lbs. (2270 kg.) 
 [CERCLA – Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act - Superfund] 
 EPCRA Section 313 Toxic Release Inventory (Supplier Notification):…Copper…. 
  CAS No. 7440-50-8. % by Weight – 24-28% 
Other Information: References 
  
         
Highland Valley Molybdenum Concentrate Material Safety Data Sheet 
TECK METALS LTD, Suite 3300, 550 Burrard St, Vancouver, BC, V6C 0B3 
June 15, 2010 
 
Composition/ Information on Ingredients 
Hazards Identification 
Potential Health Effects:  
Potential environmental Effects 
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Page 10             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

EU Risk Phrases (s): R20 – Harmful by inhalation; R32- contact with acids liberates very toxic gas, R40 – Limited 
 evidence of a carcinogenic Effect; R36/37 – Irritating to eyes and respiratory system 
First Aid Measures 
Fire Fighting Measures 
Accidental Release Measures 
Personal Precautions 
Environmental Precautions 
Handling and Storage 
Exposure Controls / Personal Protection 

 Where molybdenum concentrate dust and/or sulphur dioxide gas is generated and cannot be controlled to 
within acceptable levels by engineering means, use appropriate NIOSH-approved respiratory protection equipment (a 
minimum of a combination N-100 or P-100 particulate filter / acid gas cartridge) in an air purifying respirator (APR) 
or powered air purifying respirator (PAPR). A full face piece chemical cartridge respirator or even a self-contained 
breathing apparatus may be required for higher concentrations of sulphur dioxide gas. 

Appearance: 
Grey with green tones in colour 
Odour: 
Physical and Chemical Properties 
Stability and Reactivity 
Hazardous Decomposition Products 
Toxicological Information 
 Skin/Eye 
 Inhalation 
 Ingestion 

 Chronic: Prolonged exposure to molybdenum concentrate dust or fume can cause irritation to the  
(continued on next page) 
 
upper respiratory tract. Prolonged inhalation of iron oxide fume causes a benign pneumoconiosis called  
siderosis. Alumina and molybdenum disulphide are considered to be relatively benign compounds with no 
significant effects on the respiratory system or other body organs. Chronic inhalation of crystalline free 
silica causes silicosis, a form of disabling, progressive, and sometimes fatal pulmonary fibrosis. Silicotics 
are also at increased risk of developing tuberculosis and/or lung cancer. IARC has classified crystalline 
silica of respirable particle size as a Group 1 Carcinogen (Carcinogenic to Humans) while ACGIH 
classifies it as a Suspected Human Carcinogen (A2). The NTP recently reclassified silica as a Known 
Human Carcinogen. OSHA and the EU do not list silica as a carcinogen. 
Ecological Information 

Transport Information 
Regulatory Information 
 U.S. 

Ingredients Listed on TSCA Inventory ...................................................... Yes 
Hazardous Under Hazard Communication Standard .............................. Yes 
EPCRA Section 311/312 Hazard Categories ................ Delayed (Chronic) Health Hazard - Carcinogen 
(due to presence of silica) 

Other Information:  References 

 
 
NEW MEXICO ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
2010 Annual Report of the Mining Act Reclamation Program to the NM Mining Commission,  Director: 
Charles Thomas, P.E., Program Manager: Holland Sheperd 
electron pdf  of 68 pages. 
New Mexico Copper Corporation submitted a sampling and analysis plan for the Copper Flat Mine, a proposed new 
regular copper mine in Sierra County. The operator has already submitted a plan of operation to the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). MMD and BLM are working together to address the federal NEPA and state Environmental 
Evaluation (EE) processes. (page 18) (other pages show permits and bonds) 
 
 
WATER CONVERSION TABLE 
Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
http://www.dnrc.state.mt.us/wrd/home.htm 
Form No. 615 R10/2009 
GPM, CFS, AF 
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Page 11             Candi Browne, P.O. Box 3642, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

General Water Requirements: various 
Planning Guide for Water Use: various  
 
 
BLUE GOLD, THE GLOBAL WATER CRISIS AND THE COMMODIFICATION OF THE WORLD'S 

WATER SUPPLY, by Maude Barlow, Chair, IFG Committee on the Globalization of Water, 
National Chair, Council of Canadians, June 1999 
A Special Report Produced and Published by the International Forum on Globalization 
(IFG), "The wars of the next century will be about water."   — The World Bank 
REPORT SUMMARY  
1) Water belongs to the earth and all species 
2) Water should be left where it is wherever possible  
3) Water must be conserved for all time 
4) Polluted water must be reclaimed 
5) Water is best protected in natural watersheds  
6) Water is a public trust to be guarded at all levels of government 
7)An adequate supply of clean water is a basic human right 
8)The best advocates for water are local communities and citizens 
9)The public must participate as an equal partner with government to protect water 
10) Economic globalization policies are not water sustainable  
Available fresh water amounts to less than one half of one percent of all the water on Earth. 
 
Thank you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#6 COPIED TO HERE 8 MARCH 2012 TO SEND TO DOUG HAYWOOD, BLM  
From page 50, References to Bottom of page 59 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:17 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #5 C Browne
Attachments: Concerns #5Sent 8 Mar12 2 45pm DHaywood pg 40 - 47.doc

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 8:15 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #5 C Browne 
 

Here is another. 

 

From: candi [mailto:candi@riolink.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 2:40 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: BLM EIS Public Scoping CONCERNS #5 C Browne 
 

  
To: Douglas Haywood, BLM Project Manager 
Las Cruces District Office 
  
8 March 2012        
  
Re: Copper Flat Project, Sierra County, NM  
        BLM Environmental Impact Statement, Draft  
        Scoping Process - Public Concerns 
        Sharing Issues and Concerns   #5 Section  
Doug- 
  
Please add these comments to the EIS Scoping Process and forward them to your contractor, Mangi Environmental 
Group.  
  
Please feel free to send these Issues and Concerns along to any other New Mexico State or Federal agency. 
  
Thank you for your assistance and all your fine work in connection with this EIS process. 
  
Candi Browne 
P.O. Box 3642 
Truth or Consequence 
NM 87901 
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March

Environmental
7927 Jones Branch Drive

22102

Concern:

New I am concerned about ..."......,....''''''',-."V'IV"'.J''"'I

'-..J ................................ , Flats. The short-term in of which will not go
justify possible and likely destruction of a
stand of Arizona sycamore in the world.

When one walks through this desert valley with
through sweet groves of black walnut pecan, hackberry, cottonwood, sycamore,
mesquite and countless other varieties of trees and shrubs, home to countless "'-J '-A '-A I '-".J ,

hawks, crows, herons, ducks, migrating songbirds ... Well, words honestly cannot express
the essence of timelessness that pervades this sacred place.

Water is what makes our canyon a And there is very little of it here. There
has been a severe drought throughout the southwest. Year by year we scrape by,
sometimes our wells pump sand in the heat of summer .... Sometimes the
lose their in July for lack of groundwater. Years ago when Flat first
opened, the wells were pumping sand within three months. Animas Creek is 3000 feet
from these and are it's not the same Excuse me?
Duh.

To that, for the of a here who
for this land would think we could sit back and to such a thing is
unconscionable. At what point are we, as fellow humans inhabiting the earth, to
encourage, nay, demand sustainable economics?

Now is the time to stand up for beginning to our ideas about "what the world
needs now." It is not "business as usual" as things have been done in the past. Just
looking at the mess we are in should be a clue that the past exploitive business practices
are failing us.

Having worked in the legal system 'for 40 years, I have heard countless expert witnesses
on just about every topic under the sun, including hydrologists. It should come as no
surprise to anyone that you can "buy" an expert to say whatever you need them to say.
And it is also no that and governmental are going to find a way
to side with whatever side is going to line their pocket.
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would hope that you are an Independent agency with autonomy, and that your
assessment of the environmental this mine will have New Mexico
Animas will be an and fair

Catherine S. McDonald
HC 31 71
Animas New Mexico 87931
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March 9, 2012

Doug Haywood BLM Project Manager

Las Cruces, N.M. Office

nECEIVEO
~/\s Cr.UCES DISTRICT OfFICE

2012 MAR -9 P~1~: 10

LJ\5; Cr~~U(;ES, r~p.l 880L~

Re: Copper Flat Mine E.I.S.-Scoping Comments for Plan of Operation

Please address the following issues and concerns in the upcoming EIS document:

I) Please use only current and up to date studies of all environmental ( and other issues) as required by

law. In other words, the best most recent studies so as to reflect the best science available and the

entire scope of this project.

2) Please address any possible existing groundwater pollution at the mine site and it's current effect on

groundwater quality and potential additional pollution of the groundwater quality by the proposed

project. Also how far reaching would a ground water pollution plume be and what is the expected

lifetime of this pollution? What are the pollution parameters in respect to the mine obtaining

water quality permits?

3) Please address any surface run-off from the mine project including all potential forms of pollution

such as acid run-off, processing chemicals of any kind and mine operations. Again, how far reaching are

these impacts on surrounding washes, streams or even the Rio Grande drainage? What is the expected

life span of this type of pollution?

4) Please include the maximum reclamation and clean-up allowed by law for any and all groundwater

and surface waters pollution in the end of life reclamation requirements for the required bonding to

guarantee mine clean-up and reclamation. Also, please require the most "natural looking" restoration

possible by law.

5) Please address any and all air quality issues (pollution) during the life of the mine and also during

reclamation and after the life of the mine. Would tailings dams eject potentially toxic material to the air

during and after the mine's life and how far would this pollution plume travel (and what direction)?

How much would a large air plume affect or degrade the operations downwind at the new Spaceport?

6) Please address any and all legal responsibility for health problems caused by the aforementioned

issues caused by the mine during and after it's lifetime? Will reclamation bonding cover this also?

Thank you for the opportunity to comment,

Clyde Pierce, P.O. Box 4433, T. or C., NM. 87901
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2012 11:22 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: NO COMMENT: DEC-12/0004, Copper Flat Mine Plan of Operatoins

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2012 9:29 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: NO COMMENT: DEC‐12/0004, Copper Flat Mine Plan of Operatoins 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Crystal_Salas@nps.gov [mailto:Crystal_Salas@nps.gov] On Behalf Of 
IMRextrev@nps.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2012 12:17 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: WASO_EQD_ExtRev; Spencer, Stephen 
Subject: NO COMMENT: DEC‐12/0004, Copper Flat Mine Plan of Operatoins 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I apologize for the late reply. 
 
The NPS has no comment on the subject project. 
 
‐ Crystal Salas 
_________________________________________ 
Environmental Quality External Review Team National Park Service 
Intermountain Region (AZ, CO, NM, MT, OK, TX, UT, WY) IMRextrev@nps.gov 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 3:54 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Copper Flat 

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 9:58 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat  
 
Her is another. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Urbanski Windstream [mailto:urbanski@windstream.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 7:42 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug; Urbanski Windstream 
Subject: Copper Flat  
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I have been a property owner in Animas creek since the early seventies .  My husband and I 
moved out full time in the 90's .. to raise our children with clean air, good water, and to 
enjoy the natural beauty .  Having relocated from Los Angeles we were very aware   
of what a gift we shared with the land and the local property owners.    
My husband has since passed but it was his lifelong desire to protect the woods . I own 56 
acres , a block that goes from the county road up to the BLM ... this includes 25 acres of 
sycamore woods and creek . 
Although there were times that we needed the resources that the woods could provide... we 
always resisted ... leaving it instead as habitat for the trees and for the animals that have 
so long lived there. 
It is with sorrow that I again find it being threatened with water loss and the pollution 
that the reopening of the mine would bring.   
Animas Creek and the old Sycamores are very dependent on the water table and it is my fear 
that the water needed for the mine would seriously affect their continued health. My family 
and I get our water from a well which is also dependent on the water table. The pollution of 
the water that the mine would use will affect all of us who live downstream. 
At this time I would like to go on record as a property owner ... I am against the reopening 
of the Copper Flat Mine !! 
I will continue to live here with my son , my daughter, son in law and my two grand daughters 
.  It is their intention to continue to live and raise their daughters here.  We are tax 
payers , my daughter works in the local school system and my grand daughters are attending 
elementary school in T or C.  This is our home. 
Please respect the seniority of the sycamores and the local property owners . Don't let this 
special canyon be impacted for such a short term gain. 
Thank you 
 
Charlotte Urbanski 
50 Animas Creek 
Caballo  NM   87931 
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Environmental Impact Statement 
FROM 

Please return this form by MARCH 9, 2012. Additional sheets may be attached if more space is 
needed. Fold the form so the address is showing and tape or staple the edges together to mail it. 
POSTAGE is required. 

Organization (if applicable) 

Add to Mailing List DYES D NO 
City State Zip 

PLEASE PRINT 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you 
should be aware that your entire comment- including your personal identifying information- may be made publicly available at 
any time. While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot 
guarantee that we will be able to do so. All submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying 
themselves representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, are available for public inspection in their entirety. 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 2:32 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Copper Flats Mine EIS scoping, Hillsboro, NM
Attachments: Scoping_Comments_EBID.pdf

 
 

From: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments [mailto:BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 1:30 PM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Copper Flats Mine EIS scoping, Hillsboro, NM 
 
 
 

From: Erek Fuchs [mailto:efuchs@ebid-nm.org]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 10:57 AM 
To: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments 
Cc: Gary Esslinger 
Subject: Copper Flats Mine EIS scoping, Hillsboro, NM 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Attached please find general comments on behalf of the Elephant Butte Irrigation District of New Mexico (EBID) regarding 
the EIS scoping associated with the Copper Flats Mining Plan of Operations.  EBID reserves the right to offer further 
comment following release of the draft EIS in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Erek H. Fuchs, MS 
Groundwater Resources Manager 
Elephant Butte Irrigation District 
530 S. Melendres 
Las Cruces, NM  88005 
(575) 526-6671, ext. 452 
Mobile (575) 639-4464 
Fax (575) 523-9666 
efuchs@ebid-nm.org 
www.ebid-nm.org 
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POBox 1080
Elephant Butte, Ne:w [\/lexico 87935

7/14-4892
744~4493

L!liUrI(.I!iU in Dc;)'crt"

March 7, 2012

Copper Flats Mine
c/o: Mangi Environmental Group
7927 Jones Branch Drive, Suite #150
Mclean, VA 22102

Greetings:

As the Mayor of the City of Elephant Butte, and authorized by the City Council, I submit this
letter.

The Elephant Butte City Council believes, based on feedback from our citizens and from what
we heard at the BLM Scoping Meeting of Thursday, February 23, 2012; the following issues
should be main considerations of the BLM in the EIS process.

o Economic Impacts.
• Sierra County and the City of Elephant Butte both have limited

employment opportunities for our citizens, especially professional,
technical and high skilled positions that provide wages above minimum
levels. Based on comparison of wages and employment opportunities
available in other communities in southern New Mexico (e.g. Grant
County and the general Silver City area), we believe that the Copper Flat
Mine will bring significant employment opportunities to our citizens. BLM
should fully explore and define the positive effects that these jobs will
bring to our citizens.

• Currently our young people have little to keep them in the area once they
finish high school, especially if they go away and receive a college degree
and want to return to our area and seek employment. We believe that the
Copper Flat Mine will provide employment opportunities for our young
people which will allow them to stay in our community after high school,
and/or return after earning a college degree and find job opportunities to
meet there abilities and education. BLM should fully explore and define
the positive effects that these jobs will bring for our young people.

• We also believe that the Copper Flat Mine will provide a much wider base
of employment opportunities for technical, post-high school and post
college youth than currently exist in our communities and County. We
understand that the Copper Flat Mine will provide training for employees
to teach them skills for safe job performance of equipment operations,
processing plant, administrative, surveying, technician, environmental and
other mine related positions that are not currently available to our citizens,
and not likely to be without the Copper Flat Mine. BLM should fUlly
explore and define the positive effects that these jobs will bring to our
citizens.
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• Gross Receipts Taxes. The City of Elephant Butte and Sierra County are
currently limited in our ability to generate Gross Receipts Taxes (GRT).
Gross Receipts Taxes are the economic fuel for rural communities such
as ours for the infrastructure needed to properly provide for and serve our
communities. We believe that there is little opportunity outside of the
Copper Flat Mine for the GRT amounts to be generated by other industry
likely to come to our area in the foreseeable future. Not only will there be
GRT generated from direct purchases and sales by Copper Flat, but by
the large number of direct and indirect employees that will be making
better wages than have traditionally been present in Sierra County. BLM
should fully explore and define the positive effects that the increased GRT
will bring to our citizens.

• Severance Taxes. Severance taxes are imposed on the privilege of
severing natural resources and copper has the highest percentage of
severance tax collected for any metal at Y:. of a percent of the taxable
value. The development and sales of copper from the Copper Flat Mine
will generate Severance Taxes, which are used by the State of New
Mexico to retire debt through the Severance Tax Bond Fund. Funds
available after servicing bond debt are then placed, by Constitutional
Amendment, into the Severance Tax Permanent Fund, which is to
provide a long term backstop for the State. These taxes, while going into
State funds for State debt service, also benefits the Counties through
projects provided by the State for the benefit of the Counties and rural
communities. BLM should fully explore and define the positive effects
that the severance taxes generated by the Copper Flat Project will bring
to our citizens.

• Social issues. The other group of people leaving our communities and
county, other than the young, are our older citizens. Why? Because we
do not have a modern hospital and facilities to provide the care that our
aging population requires. Revenues from good paying jobs, taxes and
the general economic boost that the Copper Flat Mine will provide
opportunity for our communities to raise the funds necessary to allow us
to build a new hospital, support more and better doctors, nurses and
support medical facilities. BLM should fully explore and define the
positive effects that the Copper Flat Mine will bring to the social and
health care needs of our citizens.

If there are any questions, I can be reached at the phone number in the letterhead.

Sincerely;

~?A~A;U'(£-~~
Eunice Kent, Mayor
City of Elephant Butte
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 11:48 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: Fwd: Comments for Copper Flat EIS

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Date: February 21, 2012 7:39:32 AM MST 
To: Harley Shaw <hgshaw@windstream.net> 
Subject: RE: Comments for Copper Flat EIS 

Harley, 
 
Thanks for your comments; we will make sure that they are addressed in the EIS.  See you 
tomorrow. 
 
Douglas Haywood 
BLM Project manager 
575-525-4498 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Harley Shaw [mailto:hgshaw@windstream.net]  
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2012 7:11 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: Comments for Copper Flat EIS 
 
Dear Mr. Haywood: 
 
    Attached are my comments regarding ecological considerations for  
the draft EIS for the Copper Flat Mine.   Please keep me notified of any  
updates on status of the document, meetings, or procedure.   I will want  
to review the draft EIS when it is completed. 
 
I will also hand in a copy of these comments at the February 22 meeting in Hillsboro. 
 
Harley G. Shaw 
P. O. Box 486 
Hillsboro NM 88042 
 
575-895-5385 
hgshaw@windstream.net 
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Memorandum on Copper Flat Project 
 

To:  The Bureau of Land Management 
        Department of the Interior 
 
CC:  Mining and Minerals Division 
        NM EMNR Department 
 
From:    Harley Shaw 
  P. O. Box 486 
  Hillsboro, NM 88042 
  575‐895‐5385 
  hgshaw@windstream.net 
 
Date:  January 21, 2012 
 
Re:  Ecological Consequences of the Copper Flat Project 
 
 

1.  A major element that should be considered in all environmental documents is projected climate 
change.  While this is outside of environmental impacts under the control of the mine, attention 
must be given to the possibility of the mining activities exacerbating long‐term changes, 
especially drying, warming, and associated impacts on water, wildlife, and vegetation.  We can 
no longer “plan” under the assumption of steady‐state current conditions of available 
temperature and moisture.   

 
2.  Any activity, such as mining, which denudes natural landscapes by definition destroys native 

plant cover and reduces the area of available habitat for native wild species.   Given that all wild 
species populations are regulated by the carrying capacity of their range, reduction in habitat 
area reduces the potential numbers of animals an area will support.  Wildlife on public lands is 
the property of the people of the United States and the State of New Mexico.  To the extent that 
commercial activities reduce the populations of wild species, these operations take from the 
public and should be required to mitigate these losses by assuring protection and enhancement 
of non‐impacted areas and by paying for restoration of habitats once the commercial land use 
has ceased.   
 

3. Because water will undoubtedly become increasingly limited in Sierra County, the large 
proposed rate of pumping by the mine has the potential of serious impacts on native vegetation 
and wildlife species.  This potential exists in at least three forms:  

a.  Lowering of the groundwater table, thereby eliminating streamflow in adjacent 
drainages, especially Las Animas and Percha Creeks.   Reduction of streamflow in 
either of these drainages could damage or eliminate deciduous riparian forests that 
provide essential habitat for virtually all wildlife species in the region.  Of special 
concern in the Las Animas drainage is loss of the historic stand of Arizona 
sycamores—the only such stand in the Rio Grande watershed.  Also of concern is 
effect of drawdown on localized fish populations within these two streams.   

b. Cessation of flow for springs and seeps in surrounding landscapes, thereby reducing 
land area available to terrestrial wild species dependent on open water. 
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c. Creation of a large open lake contaminated by mining by products.  Such open 
water will be an attractant to wild species in the desert habitats.   Of special concern 
would be effects on waterfowl and shore birds attracted to the area and effects on 
bat species, most of which are known to forage around and drink from open ponds 
and lakes.  Additionally, effects of contaminated water on all local birds and 
terrestrial species attracted to the lake itself or to downstream seepage from the 
lake are of serious concern.    

 
4.  All of the above potential impacts are cumulative and ongoing, and suitable monitoring, 

followed by adaptive management of mining activities should be built into the mine 
management plan and enforced by the BLM and New Mexico State mining and wildlife 
regulatory agencies.   Monitoring should be carried out in a way that allows quantification of 
losses during the mining period and authority to require modification of damaging activities 
must be built into the process.    

 
4.  Lesser and more specific areas of concern include effects of increased human activities and 

highway traffic on wild species, including potential for increased road kills due to increased 
traffic, and the possible effects of blasting on the efforts of Ladder Ranch to restore the black‐
tailed prairie dog and bolson tortoise.  These latter species are burrowing animals, and their 
response to nearby blasting is unknown.  Research will probably be needed to assess blasting 
effects upon these restoration efforts.   
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Scoping Comments by John Bokich for the Copper Flat Mine Project EIS 
March 9, 2012 
 
1) Sierra County, New Mexico is one of the most economically depressed counties in New Mexico and in 
the United States.  Opportunities for positive effects to the economy of Sierra County, like many rural 
western counties with large federal and state land holdings, are rare and cannot be squandered.  The 
Copper Flat Mine will bring good paying jobs (mining jobs are some of the best in the country for wages 
for the same jobs in other industries).  This project will bring good paying jobs and all the positive effects 
that go with that, to more citizens than any other opportunity within the foreseeable future.  This should 
be weighed heavily in the EIS process as it is unique and important.   
 
2) The Copper Flat Mine Project will bring a wide range of diverse employment opportunities that very 
few other industries could provide.  These include heavy equipment operators, processing plant operators, 
surveyors, engineers, geologists, environmental professionals and technicians, AutoCAD draftspersons, 
senior management opportunities and administrative positions including accounting, human resources, 
general administration, purchasing and warehousing, payroll and many others. No other operation of this 
sort, with the large number of opportunities that Copper Flat will provide has existed in Sierra County for 
many decades, and none is likely in the foreseeable future.  Sierra County cannot allow this unique 
opportunity to be missed.  Due to the unique nature of the diversity of opportunities to Sierra County, this 
should be reviewed in the EIS process. 
 
3) Currently the youth of Sierra County have little keep them in the area after high school because of the 
lack of good paying jobs for those that do not wish to go to college, and lack of jobs requiring a college 
education and the salaries that they bring.  Copper Flat will not only provide employment opportunities 
for Sierra County’s youth, it will provide training for those that are employed with little or no experience 
in the work world.  Not only will they be trained, but they will have Mine Safety and Health 
Administration (MSHA) training and certification, with will teach them, to a degree that few other 
industries provide, to do their jobs safely, as well as take those safety practices home into their non-
working lives.  BLM should consider this aspect of employment opportunities and the positive impacts to 
the social fabric of Sierra County by allowing family units to have more opportunity to remain together. 
 
4) People working and making good wages are much less likely to commit crimes and to do illegal drugs 
or abuse alcohol.  Because Copper Flat will train their employees of the dangers of these practices, they 
will also have a testing program as part of their safety programs to ensure that long term employment at 
Copper Flat will require the avoidance of illegal drugs and excessive alcohol use in relation to 
employment.  BLM should consider this as a social benefit to Sierra County as a result of the Copper Flat 
Project. 
 
5) Good pay to employees and opportunities for local contract work will provide funds in the community 
to support other industries and businesses.  People making good wages will spend their wages in Sierra 
County and boost the general economy of grocery stores, auto supply stores, hardware, gas stations, 
restaurants, hotels and motels, and all county businesses.  This should be considered and included in 
BLM’s analysis of the social and economic effects of the Copper Flat Project on Sierra County. 
 
6) Gross Receipts Taxes.  Direct and indirect Gross Receipts Tax revenues to Sierra County will be 
positively impacted by the Copper Flat Mine.  No other identified project within the foreseeable future 
will bring the revenues to Sierra County and our local communities that Copper Flat will bring.  The 
production of copper requires extensive, and expensive, supplies, materials and contractor support.  While 
many of these items may be supplied from outside of the County to start with, a steady demand from 
Copper Flat will allow supply companies to establish within Sierra County (more jobs), and provide long 
term tax revenues.  The current projected project life is substantially long enough for the establishment of 
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these businesses, and the potential for increase in copper prices over time are good, which will extend the 
life of the project, and associated benefits.  BLM should include these positive effects resulting from the 
Copper Flat Project in the EIS process, along with mechanisms to leverage this revenue investment in the 
area for longer term business development as a mitigation measure against a “Bust” when mining does 
eventually end. 
 
7) Severance Taxes.  The State of New Mexico requires payment of severance taxes for natural resource 
development, and the highest Severance Taxes are paid for copper production of any metal resource.  
Severance taxes are used by the State for servicing debt primarily, debt that is often used for infrastructure 
improvements for rural communities such as Sierra County.  Currently, and historically, Sierra County 
has generated very little in Severance Taxes.  Copper Flat will change this.  BLM should include the 
benefits of the increased Severance Taxes in the EIS process, and how these Severance Taxes can be 
leveraged into longer term business development, economic stability and diversification for Sierra 
County. 
 
8) Other Tax Revenues.  Other tax revenues that will be generated by Copper Flat will be State and 
Federal Income Taxes.  Currently Sierra County contributes very little to State and Federal coffers from 
Income Taxes.  Wages paid by Copper Flat will be better than most paid for the same job in Sierra 
County and will generate more in Income Taxes than has likely ever been generated in the County’s 
history.  No other opportunity exists for this positive economic impact within the foreseeable future for 
Sierra County.  BLM should include the benefits of the increase in Other Tax Revenues in the EIS 
process, and how these Other Taxes can be leveraged into longer term business development, economic 
stability and diversification for Sierra County. 
 
9)  The other demographic group that is leaving Sierra County besides our youth is our elderly.  Because 
of a lack of a modern and well funded hospital and other medical facilities, and more and better medical 
staff, many of our senior citizens find it necessary to locate to other, larger cities and towns to find these 
resources.  The direct and indirect positive economic effects of the Copper Flat project to employment, 
tax revenues and general business will allow an improvement to our health services and infrastructure that 
no other opportunity will provide within the foreseeable future for Sierra County.  This should be 
considered and included in BLM’s analysis of the social and economic effects of the Copper Flat Project 
on Sierra County. 

10)  In the late 1990’s, Alta Gold company attempted to reopen the Copper Flat Mine.  They followed 
BLM and NEPA requirements, and completed a Draft EIS and neared completion of the Final EIS and a 
Record of Decision.  Many of the resource conditions such as vegetation, soils, geology, wildlife, air 
quality and surface and ground water, which existed at that time have not changed as of this date.  
Updated information with new technologies may be appropriate, and certainly socioeconomic conditions 
have changed.  The extensive studies funded by Alta Gold should be strongly considered and utilized to 
allow a shortened review of those issues, as required under the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
CEQ NEPA Regulations at 40 CFR §1506.3, the Lead Agency (BLM) shall identify and eliminate from 
detailed study the issues which are not significant or which have been covered by prior environmental 
review narrowing the discussion of these issues in the statement to a brief presentation of why they will 
not have a significant effect on the human environment or providing a reference to their coverage 
elsewhere.  The Alta Gold EIS efforts should allow BLM to exercise this for the Copper Flat Mine Project 
and do everything feasible to comprehensively address Copper Flat under NEPA requirements while 
expediting the processing to the extent feasible.  Unemployment and general economic conditions in 
Sierra County, the State of New Mexico and the United States of America are currently in need of this 
project…. sooner and not later.  
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney@mangi.com]
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 10:26 PM
To: John Bokich
Cc: Chelsie Romulo; dcranford@katalystsolutions.com; Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Comments on Copper Flat EIS
Attachments: 12.03.09 FINAL John Bokich Comments to BLM EIS Copper Flat.docx

Thanks John. We will make sure your comments are entered, as I have forwarded this message to Meghan who is 
collecting and coding comments. 
 
Chelsie, Don – can you check out whether there is an issue with submitting comments on the website and let me know 
what you find out? 
 
Dave 
 

From: John Bokich [mailto:jbokich@dbe-usa.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 8:39 PM 
To: Dave Henney 
Subject: Comments on Copper Flat EIS 
 

Dave, 
 
I tried to submit my comments on the Copper Flat EIS 3 times on the BLM website set up for 
that, and I kept getting kicked back to the start page.  Not sure if my comments were delivered 
or not.  I am attaching here as a backup to make sure that they are received. 
 
Please let me know if BLM received, and if my comments were received in time. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 

 
John Bokich 
PO Box 1474 
Elephant Butte, NM 87935 
Ph/Fax: 575-744-5883 
Cell: 575-740-2840 
jbokich@dbe-usa.com  
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Jimmy Butler hrdwknman2000@gmail.com   Truth or Consequences NM
 87901  Social/economic effects  
 
As citizens of Sierra County it's time we pick ourselves up by our boot straps and took advantage 
of this opportunity. This is a chance for many in Sierra County to obtain a good paying job and 
get off of the "System". The "System" of unemployment, food stamps and other federally 
subsidized welfare programs. If we do not take advantage of this opportunity we risk continuing 
to be the second poorest county in the state. Yes it is a risk, but all of life is a risk and we can no 
longer sit idly by and watch our County continue to sink deeper into poverty. We must get off of 
the couch and take action to insure the future of not only out County but our children. The choice 
is ours. Will we choose poverty? Or, will we choose to take action and responsibility for the 
direction of our own futures?    
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THEMAC
RESOURCES

9 March 2012

Copper Flat Mine
c/o Mangi Environmental Group
7927 Jones Branch Drive, Suite #150
McLean VA 22102

Delivered by U.S. Mail and electronic mail

Re: Scoping Comments, Copper Flat Mine, Sierra County New Mexico

Dear Mr. Haywood:

Thank you for inviting us to submit scoping comments on our proposed Copper Flat Mine. We
would like to identify for your and the public's consideration some ofthe key benefits we
believe this project offers, broad parameters that are important to the success of the project, a
list of specific alternatives currently under review by New Mexico Copper Corporation (NMCC)
as we continue our engineering studies, and certain alternatives that we assert should not be
considered under this proposed action.

Timely development of the Copper Flat Mine will offer a range of benefits to the area,
including:

1. Job creation and tax revenues in the community. Employing local people in a variety of
direct and indirectly related jobs, as well as generating significant tax revenues, will
offer important economic benefits to Sierra County and its communities. The tax
revenues that are generated will provide opportunities to begin much needed
investments in community infrastructure.

2. Reclamation of an existing mining site that would otherwise remain un-reclaimed for
the foreseeable future.

3. Enhancement of habitat, potentially both during operation and significantly at closure.
4. Opportunities for post-mining use of the land that could include recreation, wildlife

habitat, and various potential post-mine employment scenarios.

Prior to an evaluation of alternatives, we would like to confirm that a solid Purpose and Need
Statement be developed, so that the alternatives can be evaluated appropriately. A well
written Purpose and Need must be the guide for the selection of all possible alternatives.

The following broad parameters will be necessary for project viability. Please consider them
under all alternatives:

THEMAC Resources Group, Ltd I 2425 San Pedro Drive NE, Suite 100 I Albuquerque, NM 87110
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1. Employee health and safety
2. Proven technology
3. Industry accepted scientific and engineering principles
4. Project economics
5. Schedule

NMCC is focused on building a project that is economically viable while addressing
environmental concerns and meeting all regulatory requirements. This is central to our
commitment to the community members, many of whom have embraced this project as critical
to their economic future, and to the investors that are providing the resources to fund the
mine. This objective is driving the ongoing technical studies to refine the design and operational
plan of the mine. Subsequent to the submission of the Mine Plan of Operations, several
specific areas continued to be evaluated under NMCC feasibility and exploration studies. This
work may identify needed modifications to the design and operations of the mine in order to
enhance the economic viability of the project. With that objective in mind, NMCC requests that
technical data being generated in engineering and exploration studies be included in the EIS as
part of the alternatives analysis and decision-making process. The following specific alternatives
are currently being considered by NMCC in the pre-feasibility design engineering studies:

1. Tailings disposal methods and design criteria
2. Mining and processing productivity and production rates
3. Construction materials and methods of construction
4. Open pit design criteria and pit geometry
5. Mining and processing equipment brand, model and sizing
6. Waste rock disposal volumes, locations and design criteria

We would like to identify alternatives that we believe are not suited for inclusion in the EIS
process for the current proposed action:

1. While NMCC is interested in considering a land exchange as part of future discussions
about possible post-mining land uses, NMCC is opposed to a land exchange being
considered as an alternative as part of this proposed action and EIS process.

2. NMCC's groundwater model includes a comprehensive hydrologic balance ofthe entire
watershed, from Caballo Reservoir to the Black Range. It also represents all of the
hydrogeologic units (water-bearing aquifers) within this domain. In response to
comments regarding a need for analyses that extends to the Black Range west of the
mine permit boundary, the groundwater model includes water bearing aquifers as far
west as they are known based on the hydrogeologic study and mapping performed by
NMCC's hydrogeology experts. Although significant groundwater aquifers have not
been identified based on the hydrogeologic map further west into the bedrock of the
mountain block, precipitation falling on the mountain block runs off and infiltrates
farther downstream where the groundwater systems begin. However, the
groundwater model does include these groundwater systems. Further, the aquifer

THEMAC Resources Group, Ltd I 2425 San Pedro Drive NE, Suite 100 I Albuquerque, NM 87110

MMorse
Text Box
R, A, OI

MMorse
Text Box
SI-06

MMorse
Text Box
SI-06, OI

MMorse
Text Box
R, G, A

MMorse
Text Box
A, SI-10

MMorse
Text Box
A, PI-04c



hosting the Hillsboro well is represented in the model domain. Potential effects on the
Hillsboro water system will be analyzed using the model. Because of the scope of the
groundwater model and its geographic breadth, NMCC believes it provides a robust

understanding and analysis of the hydrologic balance extending to the Black Range and
opposes any expansion of the geographic range of the groundwater model.

3. Baseline data were collected in the Copper Flat Mine Permit Area as well as surrounding
areas deemed significant due to unique properties, proximity to the Mine Permit Area,
and the real or perceived potential for sensitivity to mine operation and reclamation.
Due to the comprehensive scope of baseline studies already completed, NMCC would
be opposed to any expansion of the geographic range of baseline data collection.

Thank you for your time. We look forward to working with you in this process and invite any
questions you might have regarding these comments. We will of course provide additional
information to the BLM as the engineering studies are completed.

Sincerely,

ICO COPPER CORPORATION

THEMAC Resources Group, Ltd I 2425 San Pedro Drive NE, Suite 100 I Albuquerque, NM 87110
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 9:07 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: New Mexico Copper scoping comments
Attachments: ScopingCommentLetter_3-9-12.pdf

 
 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 7:48 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: New Mexico Copper scoping comments 
 
NMCC scoping comments. 
 

From: Jens Deichmann [mailto:jdeichmann@themacresourcesgroup.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 3:03 PM 
To: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments 
Cc: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: New Mexico Copper scoping comments 
 
Attached please find New Mexico Copper Corporation’s scoping comments. Please let us know if you have any 
questions. 
Jens Deichmann 
 
 
Jens Deichmann 
Permitting Manager ‐ Regulatory 
Copper Flat Mine 
THEMAC Resources Group, LTD. 
2425 San Pedro NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Office: 505.830.6920 
Mobile: 505.681.2536 
Fax: 505.881.4616 
www.themacresourcesgroup.com 
This e‐mail and any attachment may be confidential and privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure. It is solely 
intended for the person(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient, any reading, use, disclosure, copying or 
distribution of all or parts of this e‐mail or associated attachments is strictly prohibited. If you are not an intended 
recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message or by telephone and delete this e‐mail and 
any attachments permanently from your system.  
 

JSepanik
Text Box
JD01



1

Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 5:17 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: Fwd: Today's cooperating agencies meeting

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Date: February 24, 2012 8:58:15 AM MST 
To: "Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net)" <dhenney2@cox.net>, "Nash, Mohammad H" 
<mhnash@blm.gov> 
Subject: FW: Today's cooperating agencies meeting 

Dave, 
  
Please see the note below and make sure that we include it with the comments. 
  
Thanks, 
Douglas Haywood 
  
  
From: Jens Deichmann [mailto:jdeichmann@themacresourcesgroup.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 8:19 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: Norma Perez 
Subject: Fwd: Today's cooperating agencies meeting 
  
Doug. Thanks for the well-run meetings. It was a very good start to the public process 
Norma Perez asked that I forward this to you  
Best regards, Jens 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Perez, Norma, NMENV" <Norma.Perez@state.nm.us> 
Date: February 24, 2012 7:28:41 AM MST 
To: Jens Deichmann <jdeichmann@themacresourcesgroup.com> 
Subject: RE: Today's cooperating agencies meeting 

Jens, 
  
Thanks for a good scoping meeting. It was a bit difficult to hear some of the cooperating 
agency meeting except for you, Doug, and Kurt who probably were sitting next to the 
phone. The only air quality issue that came up was from a resident of Animas who was 
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concerned about wind moving dust from the tailings piles towards Animas. I did drive out 
to that community the next morning and could understand the concern since Animas was 
certainly downwind and downstream of the mine in a land depression. Mohammed 
brought up the idea of a stand of trees being planted as a preventative option although 
watering the trees with the main concern of water usage at the mine being an issue 
should be considered when weighing this type of option. Let me know details of the 
meeting on the 21st which I am assuming is March 21st but couldn't quite hear. Please 
forward this to Doug as my input for the EIS. 
  
Norma 

 
From: Jens Deichmann [jdeichmann@themacresourcesgroup.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2012 12:16 PM 
To: Mendoza, Andrea J., OSE; Thacker, Cheryl S., OSE; Intermont, 
Donna, NMENV; Shepherd, Holland, EMNRD; Myers, Kevin, OSE; 
Vollbrecht, Kurt, NMENV; Perez, Norma, NMENV; Jankowitz, Rachel J., 
DGF; Ray Irwin 
Subject: Today's cooperating agencies meeting 

I just checked with the TorC convention center and they have no phone available. 
Our default is to use my cell phone on speaker. It may not be the best quality but 
hopefully will be adequate for anyone calling in.  
The conference call information is: 
760-984-1000 
PIN 1087 467 
Sorry for any inconvenience.  Please let us know if you cannot hear and we'll try 
to adjust the phone. 
Thanks, Jens 
 
--  
Jens Deichmann 
Permitting Manager - Regulatory 
Copper Flat Mine 
THEMAC Resources Group, LTD. 
2425 San Pedro NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Office: 505.830.6920 
Mobile: 505.681.2536 
Fax: 505.881.4616 
www.themacresourcesgroup.com 
This e-mail and any attachment may be confidential and privileged or otherwise 
protected from disclosure. It is solely intended for the person(s) named above. If 
you are not the intended recipient, any reading, use, disclosure, copying or 
distribution of all or parts of this e-mail or associated attachments is strictly 
prohibited. If you are not an intended recipient, please notify the sender 
immediately by replying to this message or by telephone and delete this e-mail 
and any attachments permanently from your system.  
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Environmental Impact Statement
BlM WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!

SeOPING COMMENT FORM

Please return this form by MARCH 9, 2012. Additional sheets may be attached if more space is
needed. Fold the form so the address is showing and tape or staple the edges together to mail it.
POSTAGE is required.

(/o.,'re,ph J(. a.nd SIl,/Ilc!r 0... D~---LF--L-/:=.c.!.."!<u../....L/.L.I.n_
Name

IiC..31 B 0)( 83
Address Organization (if applicable)

G4Bi4 LLo
City

PLEASE PRINT

NEW McXlC-o
State

8793)
Zip

Add to Mailing List DYES D NO

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you .
should be aware that your entire comment - including your personal identifying information - may be made publicly available at
any time. While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot
guarantee that we will be able to do so. All submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying
themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, are available for public inspection in their entirety.

pIe. a s(!!. see.. ~f)t1. cheol sheet..
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We reside in the canyon of Animas Creek, about one mile north-northeast of the 4 large
production wells PW- 1 thru PW-4 in Sections 30 and 31, TI5S, R5W, which are to
supply the water for the NMCC Copper Flat mining project. Animas Creek flows
through our property, about 400 feet south of our house. We are on a well, which is our
only source of potable water.
This is to express our utmost concern about the magnitude of the volume of water to be

pumped from the Palomas Basin Aquifer for the duration of the mining at the proposed
NMCC copper mine. For a two month period in the spring runoff period of 1982, a
volume of 6400 gallons of water per minute was pumped, but that hardly provides
sufficient data from which to predict what catastrophic effects might result from almost
two decades of pumping at that rate. In the PRELIMINARY FINAL Environmental
Impact Statement, Copper Flat Project, dated March, 1999, page 4-12, last paragraph, it is
stated" Private wens in the Palomas Basin may experience a drawdown of 2 to 10 feet
during groundwater withdrawal." Note that all oftffis is for a 10 year period of
pumping, not seventeen.
Also, page 4-12 and page 4-16, same paragraph "Alta is committed to monitoring private
wells before, during, and after mining and would offset any impact to private wells by
deepening existing wells or providing new wells." These statements acknowledge the
potential impact on Animas Creek wells. Further, a drawdown of over 10 feet in the
alluvial aquifer of Animas Creek could dry up the surface flow of the creek. The flow of
Animas Creek, already depleted by more than a decade of drought, could be further
depleted by the pumping of such an extravagant volume of water for a period of years.
Only after it is too late may the actual affect on Animas Creek may be known.
We are concerned not just about the effect on our well. The majestic Arizona Sycanl0re
Trees growing naturally in the riparian areas along Animas Creek could be imperiled. Of
the entire 2000 mile length of the Rio Grande River, Animas Creek is its only tributary
where the Sycamore Trees occur. It is the only tributary where the Sycamore Trees
can be found growing naturally. How and when the trees took root on the Animas and
nowhere else east of the mountains is a mystery. They may very well have witnessed the
first Spanish Expedition up the Camino Real. Annihilation of this historic, magnificent
tree to satisfy the water needs of a mine of seventeen years duration would be an
environmental tragedy.

Joseph K. Ficklin
Sandra D. Ficklin
HC 31, Box 83
Caballo, NM 87931

Attached to COPPER FLAT MINE SCOPING COMMENT FORM,
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT, March 9, 2012
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BLM Las Cruces District Office 
1800 Marquess Street 
Las Cruces NM 88005 
 
 
Comments Regarding the Copper Flat EIS Project 
 
First let me establish that I am a retired medical doctor living in the 
residential area of Animas Creek near Caballo, NM and only several miles 
east of the proposed mining site. 
 
My concerns are about the acute and chronic health effects to our local 
communities, which include those nearby and downwind or downstream from 
the site and along the transportation corridor. 
 
Safe water and clear air are essential to good health.  We are blessed in this 
regard, which draws people to retire in Sierra County.  Depletion or 
contamination of either will result in drastic changes to life as we know it.  
  
 Blasting, moving and grinding ore, leaching with lixiviants, transporting 
toxic copper concentrates by truck and rail, containing tailing dust, water 
table depletion and contamination each will have a serious effect on the 
health of ourselves and our environment.  Together the result of these 
activities would likely be a tragedy, such as has occurred in mining 
operations is New Mexico and other Southwestern states. 
 
BLM needs to carefully address each of these issues in evaluating the 
environmental effects of such a project.  The ill effects of depletion of water 
seems obvious to those of us who depend on surface and ground water to 
maintain the rare forest of Arizona sycamores in Animas Creek valley.  
Depletion of deeper water sources will be felt in the entire lower Rio Grand 
basin.  Contamination by acid mine drainage threatens our domestic water 
safety and the viability of Animas Creek, Caballo Lake and even the Rio 
Grande River. 
 
The overburden or ‘waste’ materials, ground to a fine powder, would contain 
a mixture of many heavy metals and residue of the lixiviants. This material 
would be transported to a lined, open dumpsite exposed to the predominately 
strong western winds. It is proposed to keep down the toxic dust by soaking it 
with water, which would require a huge amount of water.   
 
Water reacting with oxygen and naturally occurring sulfides forms sulfuric 
acid, leading to more leaching of substances such as zinc, iron, cadmium, 
manganese and selenium. How long can the lining remain effective? 
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 Animas Creek and Caballo, Caballo Lake and the Rio Grande River are only 
a few miles away, directly downwind, and Truth or Consequences (T or C) is 
not far.  Initial health problems would be mostly respiratory, that is, would 
cause breathing problems.  Many Sierra County residents already have 
chronic respiratory conditions and moved here because of our good air. With 
time the inhalation of heavy metals would accumulate to damage brain and 
central nervous systems.  Down stream contamination would affect irrigated 
crops. 
 
And how are the copper and manganese concentrates transported?  A closed 
circuit system for trucks and rail would be necessary to reduce contamination 
along the transport route.  How would the transfer of concentrate from 
facility to truck, truck to rail, rail to ship, be accomplished? And where does it 
go for smelting?  China?  
 
One can only imagine the health care burden on the minimal medical 
facilities available in T or C related to increased health problems of the 
people of Sierra County and the treatment of mine workers for accidents or 
sickness.  This should be thoroughly considered.     
 
Who pays for the upkeep on the roads damaged by the heavy trucks? How 
will this affect tourism along Highway 152, designated a Scenic Byway? What 
will be the effect on safety? What will be the effect on land values?  The effect 
on the area as a retirement community?  What about the effect on wildlife 
and native plants? 
 
These many issues need to be addressed.  Development of the Copper Flat 
mine would be costly for our beautiful area and who is it to profit?  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jordan M. Holloway, MD 
HC 31  Box 71 
Caballo, NM  87931 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Scoping comments
Attachments: Mike's Scoping Copper Flat.doc; ATT00002.txt

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 10:14 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Scoping comments 
 
 
Here's another. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Jordan Holloway [mailto:jmholloway@mac.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 1:29 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: Copper Flat Scoping comments 
 
Here are my comments on the Copper Flat mine for the official record. 
 
Jordan Michael Holloway, MD 
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Jerome Littlejohn jeromejlittlejohn@gmail.com     
 Social/economic effects  
 
I recently moved to Southern New Mexico from the Midwest, and work as an independent 
contractor focusing on marketing and market research.  I moved here to take advantage of the 
opportunities that will be presented by three major economic events; the Union Pacific 
intermodal rail facility in Santa Teresa, TX, Spaceport America, and the Copper Flat mine.  In 
regards to the mine, I hope that THEMAC and its contractors prioritize hiring workers from 
within the state.        
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 5:01 PM
To: Meghan Morse; P. G. Douglas Reaber
Subject: Fwd: Appeal Concerning NMCC Water Rights for Copper Flat Mine

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Date: February 24, 2012 12:50:32 PM MST 
To: "Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net)" <dhenney2@cox.net>, "Myers, Kevin, OSE 
(kevin.myers@state.nm.us)" <kevin.myers@state.nm.us> 
Subject: FW: Appeal Concerning NMCC Water Rights for Copper Flat Mine 

More info. 
  
From: Kathleen Sloan [mailto:kathleen.sloan@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 12:27 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: Fwd: Appeal Concerning NMCC Water Rights for Copper Flat Mine 
  
  

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Maas, Julie, OSE <julie.maas@state.nm.us> 
Date: Wed, Nov 30, 2011 at 1:22 PM 
Subject: Appeal Concerning NMCC Water Rights for Copper Flat Mine 
To: "maxyeh@windstream.net" <maxyeh@windstream.net> 
Cc: Kathleen Sloan <kathleen.sloan@gmail.com> 
 
 

Dear Mr Yeh: 
  
After consulting our legal staff, this is a response to your "Appeal to the Office of the State Engineer 
Concerning NMCC's Water Rights for Copper Flat Mine", dated October 23, 2011.  
  
Historically, the State Engineer has addressed the amount of a water right established by Beneficial 
Use. Abandonment and forfeiture originate either in the context of an adjudication or an application, 
or in an enforcement action. This has been the case whether the claimed water right was initiated 
prior to State Engineer jurisdiction over the appropriation, whether declared or not, or initiated 
pursuant to a State Engineer permit. This approach has proven to be practical, reasonable, and 
satisfactory in result, given Office of the State Engineer resources. Moreover, as has been the 
historic practice of the agency, the amount of water placed to Beneficial Use, forfeiture, and 
abandonment will apply to the rights claimed by NMCC either when they come before the State 
Engineer pursuant to an application or enforcement proceeding or if and when brought before the 
district court in a general adjudication proceeding. 
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The NMCC's water right is, in fact, within the scope of the LRG adjudication. Its water rights 
ultimately will be adjudicated and these issues will be addressed at that time. For these reasons, 
your appeal presents no compelling basis for singling out the declared rights held by New Mexico 
Copper Corporation differently than all other water rights to be adjudicated as they come before the 
court.   
  
Respectfully,  
Julie Maas 
  
Julie M a a s 
Office of the State Engineer/Interstate Stream Commission 
Planning & Communications Division 
5550 San Antonio Dr NE 
Albuquerque NM 87109 
(505) 383-4095 office 
(505) 383-4096 fax 
julie.maas@state.nm.us 
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` Judy Majoras
Hillsboro, New Mexico 
March 8, 2012

NMCC, Copper Flat Mine
Scoping Comments 

Scoping process:  
1.  There were no suggested alternatives in the NOI, as is required by regulation.

2.  The New Mexico Environment Department required extensive additional work to the SAP and had 
many additional comments about reports that NMCC has submitted.  The Plan of Operation that was 
made available for review by the BLM is very general and preliminary.  The scoping process has been 
instituted prematurely if there is inadequate information about NMCC's plans for the mine. 

3.  Scoping meetings should have been a forum for the public to express specific environmental 
concerns about future mine operation, instead they were an opportunity for supporters of the mine to 
advertise their approval - this included several people who are running for political office in Truth or 
Consequences.  Only those comments that have a direct bearing on the environmental assessment 
should be incorporated into the BLM's response to comments.

Plan of Operation:    
4.  Was the Hillsboro Fire and Rescue volunteer department consulted about their inclusion in the PoO 
as part of the mine's safety plan?  The department is too small to be able to adequately cover accidents 
or spills related to the mine.  What is NMCC's alternative plan in the event of mishaps at the mine site 
and on the local roads?

5.  The PoO mentions that a reservoir will be used to contain water pumped from the pit if it is not used 
immediately for dust abatement.  There is no further mention of the reservoir.  Such a reservoir would 
require additional state permits and construction approval.

6.  The Sampling and Analysis Plan and the Reclamation Plan should be made available for review 
before incorporation into an EIS.  There is inadequate information at this time to know what aspects of 
the mine operation should even be of concern to the public.  

Contaminated water and dust:
7.  Pit water will be acidic and contain metals, including Uranium.  If used for dust control, as planned, 
will airborne dust that will be entrained by the strong regional winds contravene the Clean Air Act?   A 
sampling plan is needed for airborne pollutants.  This is a concern with all dust from blasting, spoil 
piles, heavy equipment, trucks.

8.  Contamination from spoil piles will continue to infiltrate or runoff into the pit lake after mining is 
discontinued.  The contaminated water is dangerous to wildlife and ranch stock and will contribute acid 
mine drainage to the ground water.  Provisions for monitoring and mitigating contamination after 
closure must be made for as long as drainage and seepage may present a problem.  A study should be 
made to define the length of time that there will be an environmental concern.  MMD regulations do 
not allow new mines that would require perpetual care to be permitted.
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Ground water:
9.  Dewatering the pit will create a cone of depression which is difficult to model.  The numerous dikes 
and faults associated with the ore body, and the ore body itself, influence groundwater flow. Faults and 
fractures can either act like a wall or a channel: either way, they affect flow direction.   Traditional 
pump tests are not conducted for a length of time that will show an effect over much distance, yet 
dewatering the pit over a number of years will have a long-distance effect.  Typical groundwater 
modeling will not accurately show where drawdown will occur as a result of pumping water out of the 
pit to a depth of 900 feet.  This is of concern for areas like the Percha Box, the Warm Springs,  Animas 
Creek and Cave Creek, wells near or in Hillsboro and Hillsboro's community water supply.

10.  Drawdown from the production wells will generate a wide cone of depression.  There is an 
anticipated effect on the water table and the wells in Animas and Percha Creeks, drawdown in ranch 
wells and in Warm Springs Canyon, and drawdown all the way to Caballo Lake.  This past year, 
farmers were allotted 4 inches of water from the Rio Grande for their fields.  When farmers don't have 
sufficient water allotted from the river for their crops, they are told to supplement with ground water. 
NMCC wishes to pump more than 3000 acre feet/year for their milling process, but some wells in the 
area are already pumping sand because of low rainfall.  More water use is needed to counteract the 
effects of a drought which is expected to continue.  Further lowering the water table for a mining 
process will put more of a burden on agriculture and on those citizens of our low-income county who 
must use groundwater as their water supply.

Previous study:
11.  A report was written in 1998, pointing out problems with the hydrogeological assessment  in Alta 
Gold's draft EIS and is cited in the recent Plan of Operation.  All technical comments in the 1998 report 
should be considered by NMCC and incorporated into its EIS.   
The report is:

Environmental Evaluation Report, Copper Flat Project
Prepared for New Mexico Energy, Mineral andNatural Resources Department
Mining and Minerals Division
Santa Fe, New Mexico
February 6, 1998
prepared by Daniel B. Stephens & Associate, Inc.
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 10:38 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: NMCC scoping comments attached
Attachments: scoping comments.pdf

 
 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:19 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: NMCC scoping comments attached 
 
Dave, 
 
Also make sure that Judy is on our mailing list. 
 
Thanks, 
 
From: Judy Majoras [mailto:judy_majoras@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 9:39 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: NMCC scoping comments attached 
 
Hello Doug,  
my environmental concerns about the Copper Flat project are attached. 
If you could email me back, acknowledging receipt of this email, I'd appreciate it.
Please add me to your mailing list if you haven't already done so. 
Judy Majoras 
P.O. Box 503 
Hillsboro, NM  88042 
 
Thanks, 
Judy 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney@mangi.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2012 9:37 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: PUBLIC comment ON FEDERAL REGISTER

 
 

From: Smith, Michael A [mailto:michaelsmith@blm.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2012 1:44 PM 
To: dhenney@mangi.com 
Subject: FW: PUBLIC comment ON FEDERAL REGISTER 
 
Mr. Henny: 
 
Per our discussion at the meeting today, I am forwarding the first comment BLM received regarding the Copper Flat 
project. Please file it in the project administrative record. Thanks very much. 
 
Regards, 
 
Michael Smith 
Geologist ‐ BLM 
Las Cruces District Office 
1800 Marquess Street 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
575‐525‐4421 
michaelsmith@blm.gov 
 
 

From: usacitizen1 usacitizen1 [mailto:usacitizen1@live.com]  
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2012 4:25 PM 
To: Smith, Michael A; americanvoices@mail.house.gov; comments@whitehouse.gov; sf.nancy@mail.house.gov; 
speakerboehner@mail.house.gov; info@theteaparty.org; Haywood, Doug 
Subject: PUBLIC comment ON FEDERAL REGISTER 
 
WE CANNOT RELY ON AN 1872 MINING LAW. THIS IS 2012 - WE NEED CONGRESS TO STOP THIS STUPIDITY WITH 
MINING.  745 ACRES ARE BEING DESTROYED. THESE MINING COMPANIES DESTROY THE LAND AND LEAVE IT TO 
TAXPAYERS TO CLEAN UP - THAT IS STUPID TO ALLOW THAT. AN EIS NEEDS TO BE DEVELOPED. A CHEAP SLOPPY EA 
IS NOT SPECIFIC ENOUGH ON WHAT IS REQUIRED. BROAD OUTREACH TO THE PUBLIC ON THESE PLANS NEEDS TO BE 
DONE. RELYING ON JUST TELLING A FEW LOCAL REDNECKS ABOU THIS PLAN IS WRONG. I OPPOSE ALLOWING THI 
SMINE. JEANPUBLIC 

 
 

-----Original Message----- 
From: bk1492 <bk1492@aol.com> 
To: jeanpublic1 <jeanpublic1@live.com> 
Sent: Mon, Jan 9, 2012 6:55 am 
Subject: comment 

[Federal Register Volume 77, Number 5 (Monday, January 9, 2012)] 
[Notices] 
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[Pages 1080-1081] 
From the Federal Register Online via the Government Printing Office [www.gpo.gov] 
[FR Doc No: 2012-128] 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
 
Bureau of Land Management 
 
[LLNML00000 L51100000.GN0000.LVEMG11CG230] 
 
 
Notice of Intent To Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for  
the Proposed Copper Flat Mine Plan of Operations, Sierra County, NM 
 
AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, Interior. 
 
ACTION: Notice of Intent. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
SUMMARY: In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act  
(NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the Federal Land Policy and Management  
Act of 1976, as amended, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Cruces  
District Office, Las Cruces, New Mexico, intends to prepare an  
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and by this notice is announcing  
the beginning of the scoping process to solicit public comments and  
identify issues. 
 
DATES: This notice initiates the public scoping process for the EIS.  
Comments on issues may be submitted in writing until February 8, 2012.  
The date(s) and location(s) of any scoping meetings will be announced  
at least 15 days in advance through local media, newspapers and the BLM  
Web site at: http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/fo/Las_Cruces_District_Office.html. To be 
included in the Draft EIS, all comments must be  
received prior to the close of the scoping period or 15 days after the  
last public meeting, whichever is later. We will provide additional  
opportunities for public participation upon publication of the Draft  
EIS. 
 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments related to the Copper Flat EIS  
Project by any of the following methods: 
     Email: dhaywood@blm.gov. 
     Fax: (575) 525-4412. 
     Mail: BLM Las Cruces District Office, 1800 Marquess  
Street, Las Cruces, NM 88005. 
 
Documents pertinent to this proposal may be examined at the Las Cruces  
District Office. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Michael Smith, Geologist; telephone  
(575) 525-4421; address 1800 Marquess Street, Las Cruces, NM 88005 or  
by email michaelsmith@blm.gov and to have your name added to the  
mailing list. Persons who use a telecommunications device for the deaf  
(TDD) may call the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-(800)  
877-8339 to contact the above individual during normal business hours.  
The FIRS is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to leave a message  
or question with the above individual. You will receive a reply during  
normal business hours. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The BLM Las Cruces District Office has  
received a Mine Plan of Operations (Mine Plan) from the New Mexico  
Copper Corp. to re-start the Copper Flat Mine located in Sierra County,  
New Mexico. The proposed mine is located approximately 4 miles north- 
northeast of the town of Hillsboro, New Mexico. Lands involved in the  
mine include parts of the following sections: 
 
New Mexico Principal Meridian 
 
T. 15 S., R. 6 W., 
    Sec. 31. 
T. 15 S., R. 7 W., 
    Secs. 25, 26, 35 and 36. 
 
    Mining, ore processing, and related activities would occur on both  
private land and public domain administered by the BLM. The proponent  
currently holds active mining claims over public domain land included  
in the proposed operation. The estimated project duration is 27 years  
from site construction to mine reclamation and closure. Mining at the  
existing open pit would be completed using standard multiple-bench  
methods. The pit would eventually widen to approximately 2,500 by 2,500  
feet and deepen to 900 feet. Ore from the pit would be drilled,  
blasted, loaded and hauled to a planned processing facility immediately  
east of the pit. At this facility, the ore would be crushed and ground  
and copper and molybdenum minerals would be separated and concentrated  
using standard flotation techniques. Mineral concentrates would be  
transported by truck and rail to be processed offsite; onsite smelting  
or refining is not included in this proposal. Waste rock created during  
operations would be banked primarily on public domain land, and  
tailings would be disposed of into an expanded, existing tailings  
impoundment. Water for the proposed operation would be obtained from a  
well field located on BLM-administered land approximately 8 miles east  
of the mine in: 
 
New Mexico Principal Meridian 
 
T. 15 S., R. 5 W., 
    Secs. 30 and 31. 
 
    Water would be piped to the proposed operation through an existing  
pipeline which roughly parallels the existing highway (New Mexico State  
Route 152). The total estimated disturbance on public domain land would  
be 745 acres. Reclamation would consist of removing processing  
equipment from Federal land, and restoring and seeding waste rock dumps  
and other disturbed areas. The BLM and the New Mexico Department of  
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources would bond the proponent for  
site reclamation prior to granting authorization. 
    The purpose of the public scoping process is to determine relevant  
issues that will influence the scope of the environmental analysis,  
including alternatives, and guide the process for developing the EIS.  
At present, the BLM has identified the following preliminary issues: 
    1. Water use and effects on surface and subsurface hydrology; 
    2. Water quality effects and water quality protection; 
    3. Traffic; 
    4. Cultural Resources and Native American Religious Concerns; 
 
[[Page 1081]] 
 
    5. Threatened, Endangered and Special Status Species; 
    6. Livestock grazing; and 
    7. Reclamation and post-mining land use. 
    The BLM will utilize and coordinate the NEPA commenting process to  
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satisfy the public involvement process for Section 106 of the National  
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (16 U.S.C. 470f) as provided for in 36  
CFR 800.2(d)(3). Native American tribal consultations will be conducted  
in accordance with policy, and tribal concerns will be given due  
consideration, including impacts on Indian trust assets. Federal,  
State, and local agencies, along with other stakeholders that may be  
interested or affected by the BLM's decision on this project are  
invited to participate in the scoping process and, if eligible, may  
request or be requested by the BLM to participate as a cooperating  
agency. 
    Before including your address, phone number, email address, or  
other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be  
aware that your entire comment--including your personal identifying  
information--may be made publicly available at any time. While you can  
ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying  
information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be  
able to do so. 
 
    Authority: 40 CFR 1501.7. 
 
Jesse Juen, 
Associate State Director. 
[FR Doc. 2012-128 Filed 1-6-12; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310-VC-P 
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Jerry Stagner      Truth or Consequences NM 87901 Citizens Bank
 Social/economic effects  
 
As the former Mayor Protem of the City of T or C, I welcome the mining operation to Sierra 
County. I spent 3 years on the State of NM Economic Development Partnership and have been 
active in trying to bring jobs to Sierra County. I currently serve on the Board of Directors of the 
New Mexico Spaceport Authority. We are hoping to help Southern New Mexico create jobs once 
Spaceport America opens in the next 12 to 18 months. Copper Flat Mine would be a great 
addition to the economic stability of Sierra County and Southern New Mexico. We are the 
second oldest ( by age ) county in the United States. This creates a stable but very low income 
average. We are one of the poorest counties in NM. The jobs that Copper Flat will create are 
crutial to the development of a diversified economy and we hope they are successful. Sincerely,  
Jerry Stagner- President- T or C Citizens Bank 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 5:02 PM
To: Meghan Morse; P. G. Douglas Reaber
Subject: Fwd: Hanging questions

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Date: February 24, 2012 12:51:48 PM MST 
To: "Myers, Kevin, OSE (kevin.myers@state.nm.us)" <kevin.myers@state.nm.us>, "Dave 
Henney (dhenney2@cox.net)" <dhenney2@cox.net> 
Subject: FW: Hanging questions 

Some more. 
  
From: Kathleen Sloan [mailto:kathleen.sloan@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 12:30 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: Fwd: Hanging questions 
  
  

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kathleen Sloan <kathleen.sloan@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Aug 28, 2011 at 2:12 PM 
Subject: Hanging questions 
To: "Stangl, Karin, OSE" <karin.stangl@state.nm.us> 
 
 
Dear Karin, 
  
Over the last two or three weeks I've asked and gotten numerous questions answered...but two 
were left hanging which may have escaped your notice.  
  
1..San Augustin Plains Ranch--you said no hearing has been scheduled but did not answer the 
following: There were briefs filed by protestants that claimed the OSE should have kicked the 
application back to San Augustin Plains Ranch because it was incomplete. The briefs claim the 
point of diversion and laundry list of proposed use were vague and left the application 
incomplete. The briefs also claim that making citizens lawyer and defend themselves against 
such broad claims and use is a disservice to the citizen, that the OSE should have made San 
Augustin Plains jump through several more hoops, crossed Ts, etc. Who is weighing up these 
briefs? Who will decide when and if there is a new hearing?  
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2--The Copper Flat Mine--New Mexico Copper Corp. and Gray and Frost, with their combined 
declared water right of about 7,500 afa. What would it take to get the OSE legal team to consider 
reclaiming that water right? Unused for 30 years?  
  
Thanks, 
Kathleen Sloan 
The Herald 
TorC 
575.894.4595 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 5:02 PM
To: Meghan Morse; P. G. Douglas Reaber
Subject: Fwd: IPRA request

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Date: February 24, 2012 12:52:37 PM MST 
To: "Myers, Kevin, OSE (kevin.myers@state.nm.us)" <kevin.myers@state.nm.us>, "Dave 
Henney (dhenney2@cox.net)" <dhenney2@cox.net> 
Subject: FW: IPRA request 

And some more. 
  
From: Kathleen Sloan [mailto:kathleen.sloan@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 12:31 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: Fwd: IPRA request 
  
  

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kathleen Sloan <kathleen.sloan@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Aug 28, 2011 at 2:21 PM 
Subject: IPRA request 
To: "Stangl, Karin, OSE" <karin.stangl@state.nm.us> 
 
 
Can you send me the declarations of the pre-basin water rights owned by Frost and Gray and 
NMCC? Or can you just tell me what uses they can put the water to? You said they don't have to 
apply to the OSE, unless there is a change of use. Therefore, I want to know what declared pre-
basin use is in effect.  
  
Thanks, 
Kathleen Sloan 
The Herald 
TorC 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 4:35 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: Fwd: New Mexico Copper Corp. Water Right Appeal

FYI 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Dave Henney <dhenney2@cox.net> 
Date: February 24, 2012 2:32:45 PM MST 
To: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Cc: "Myers, Kevin, OSE(kevin.myers@state.nm.us)" <kevin.myers@state.nm.us>, "P. G. 
Douglas Reaber" <dreaber@dbstephens.com> 
Subject: Re: New Mexico Copper Corp. Water Right Appeal 

It will be entered with the comments. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Feb 24, 2012, at 12:48 PM, "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> wrote: 

Dave, 
  
Please make sure that this is included in the scoping comments. 
  
Kevin, 
  
Here is a copy for your reference.  I believe this is a request to OSE, but we will include it 
in the scoping process. 
  
Thanks, 
Douglas Haywood 
BLM Project Manager 
575‐525‐4498 
  
From: Kathleen Sloan [mailto:kathleen.sloan@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 12:26 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: Fwd: New Mexico Copper Corp. Water Right Appeal 
  
Mr. Haywood,  
I am a reporter for the Herald newspaper, TorC. Mr. Childress? Childers? asked 
me to forward the OSE emails concerning what I describe as a "don't ask, don't 
tell" policy toward pre-basin water declarations. Please consider this input part of 
the official scoping gathering of information. I personally would like to see this 
issue addressed: Since the OSE is not overseeing the nearly 8,000 acre feet per 
year water right claimed, NMCC could do massive pumping right now, or any 
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time during the BLM two-year evaluation of the project, in order to "perfect" their 
water right. I request that the BLM take immediate action to prevent this, and that 
they make NMCC provide a bond equal to any potential damage to the 
surrounding wells or aquifers to ensure they will not do any massive pumping.  
  
I will forward other emails besides this one.  
  
Thank you, 
Kathleen Sloan 
POB 98 
Williamsburg, NM 87942 
575.894.4595 
  
work:  
The Herald 
1204 N. Date St. 
TorC, NM 87901 
575.894.2144 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kathleen Sloan <kathleen.sloan@gmail.com> 
Date: Thu, Oct 27, 2011 at 4:07 PM 
Subject: New Mexico Copper Corp. Water Right Appeal 
To: "Stangl, Karin, OSE" <karin.stangl@state.nm.us> 
 
 
I believe this document has been sent to Jim Sizemore and to the OSE in general, 
since Mr. D'Antonio is leaving.  
  
Will an investigation, response to this appeal be given? If so, who will investigate, 
who will respond? 
  
Thank you, 
Kathleen Sloan 
Reporter 
The Herald 
Truth or Consequences 
575.894.4595 
  
  
<Appeal on NMCC's water rights.rtf> 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 11:39 AM
To: Meghan Morse; Douglas Reaber, P.G.
Subject: FW: Copper flat

 
 

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 8:47 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Copper flat 
 
Here is some more. 
 
Doug 
 
From: Kathleen Sloan [mailto:kathleen.sloan@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, February 25, 2012 8:26 AM 
To: candi@riolink.com; Haywood, Doug 
Subject: Re: Copper flat 
 
Candi's research reveals the OSE is not interceding when an application is filed, which supports the argument 
that the OSE is not exercising its authority or duty to protect senior water right holders. In the emails I sent 
yesterday revealing OSE answers to my questions and Max Yeh's requests, the OSE said they would intervene 
if an application was filed. My concern is that NMCC will use their claimed water right and the OSE will do 
nothing NOW. While your EIS will take two years. Alternative: no water use until mine permit is issued, after 
hydrology study is done, AND NMCC must bond water use for many millions of dollars.  
Kathleen Sloan 

On Fri, Feb 24, 2012 at 7:15 PM, candi <candi@riolink.com> wrote: 
Doug Haywood- 
  
I got this email from Kathleen. (see below)   Then spoke with her on the phone about this.  She has a 
few facts wrong, but essentially told you and Cory Dur (?) and Bob Childress the essence of what 
happened  about the water rights Applications concerning the 6462 acre feet used at Copper Flat 
Mine by Copper Flat Partnership/ Quintana.  The Water Rights now owned by Harris Gray and 
William Frost.  The Water Rights so much in question about the quantiy and the actual legality of to 
continue to  own and use because they have not been used since the Copper Flat Mine shut down in 
1982-----30 years ago. 
  
I'd be happy to share this with you, but think I need a bit more understanding from you of what you 
need first.   
  
I have all the documentation, except the one newspaper article. 
  
Basically what I found is this: 
  
In 1986 (four years after mining ceased at the Copper Flat Mine)The Copper Flat Partnership (Quintana) put in to the NM 
Office of the State Engineer Las Cruces (OSE) an 
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 Application For Permit to Change Location of Wells and Place and Purpose of Use of Underground 
Waters  ( 57 pages) 
  
It was to abandon a portion of the wells associated with the 6462 acre feet of water rights used for the 
mining at Copper Flat Mine. This included the 4 main production wells. 
  
The new use would be  to drill 107 new wells down by Las Cruces, Dona Ana County, to be used for 
recreational, asethetic, Industrial, manufacturing, utility, municipal, residential, subdivision, 
construction, agricultural, stockraising, and mining.   
  
This Application for change was protested in June 1986 by Stahmann Farms, Inc, County of Dona 
Ana, EBID, City of El Paso, and Afton Sod Farm. 
  
1987: Copper Flat Partnership/Quintana sold the 6462 AF/AN of Water Rights  to Harris Gray in April 
1987 while the application was still "active"  
  
Harris Gray then WITHDREW the above described Application in April 1987. 
  
In Sept 1988 Harris Gray  (6 years after mining ceased at the Copper Flat Mine surely 4 years after any water had been pumped from the wells) 

 put in to the OSE an  
Application  to Change Point of Diversion and Place and/or Purpose of Use from Ground Water to 
Surface. (this file 36 pages) 
  
Gray was going to abandon the wells (used for mining at Copper Flat)including the 4 main production 
wells and create an earthen dam 65 feet in height, etc, on Seco Creek, to make a lake of 17 acres 
using part of the water rights.  The remaining water available in the amount of 6,390 AF will be used 
to irrigate the above described land with a diversion rate of 3 AF/AN and a consumptive use of 1.9 
AF/AN.  The applicant (Gray) and G Lyda, the owner of the land, have entered into an agreement 
covering the development of the dam and the irrigated land. 
  
Oct 1988 This was Protested by Hydro-Search Resource Corp/Daniel L. Cravens, DBA  
[in fact this  was Hydo Resources Corp - George Lotspeich President making this protest] 
  
Then more legal backing and forthing went on for the next 14 months.  
  
1990 January - the OSE received a Change of Ownership of Water rights from Copper Flat Mining 
Company, LTD   stating a claim of ownership of these 6462 AF/AN as a successor-in-interest to the 
[original] portestant [Hydro Resources] 
  
Harris Gray Withdrew this application in January 1991. 
  
FEB 1991 Gold Express Corp sent the BLM a Plan of Operation with intent to reestablish the 
Quintana/Copper Flat mine. BLM contacted the OSE asking the status of the Water Rights associated 
with the mining activity. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
So two (2)  Applications were made to the OSE concerning the 6462 AF/AN water rights used for 
mining at Copper Flat Mine both including the 4 main production wells.   
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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An email was sent on 30 Nov 2011 to Max Yeh from Julie Maas, OSE.  The information in the email 
was used by Kathleen Sloan, Herald reporter in an article she wrote published in the Herald 
newspaper (date ??).  I saw it in the newspaper.  I noticed that Julie Maas, OSE said  
  
"After consulting our legal staff, this is a response to your "Appeal to the Office of the State Engineer Concerning 
NMCC's Water Rights for Copper Flat Mine", dated October 23, 2011.  
  
Historically, the State Engineer has addressed the amount of a water right established by Beneficial Use. 
Abandonment and forfeiture originate either in the context of an adjudication or an application, or in an enforcement 
action. This has been the case whether the claimed water right was initiated prior to State Engineer jurisdiction over 
the appropriation, whether declared or not, or initiated pursuant to a State Engineer permit. This approach has 
proven to be practical, reasonable, and satisfactory in result, given Office of the State Engineer resources. 
Moreover, as has been the historic practice of the agency, the amount of water placed to Beneficial Use, forfeiture, 
and abandonment will apply to the rights claimed by NMCC either when they come before the State Engineer 
pursuant to an application or enforcement proceeding or if and when brought before the district court in a general 
adjudication proceeding." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
It seemed to me that if "Abandonment and forfeiture originate either in the context of an adjudication or an 
Application.....historically......according to the OSE legal staff, then they sure didn't follow their own historical 
procedures when CFP made it's Application in 1986 and Harris Gray made his Application in 1988.  Both 
Applications being significant, noteworthy and complicated by many issues.   
  
I talked with Kathleen Sloan about this question and she felt it surely was clearly a case of the OSE not doing it's 
required job to follow it's own rules.   We talked about how to go forward with this, but nothing has been done. 
  
That's it in a nutshell.  Please give me a call 575 894-4495 if you feel your BLM office would like to pursue this 
or needs more information.  I'd be so happy to share documentation with you or follow this up in anyway that 
would be helpful.  (Except the cost of hiring a lawyer is not possible.) 
  
Thanks for your help– 
 Candi Browne 
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: Kathleen Sloan  
To: candi  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 12:35 PM 
Subject: scoping for NMCC EIS, OSE lack of response to transfer of water right 
 
Candi,  
 
Can you send that evidence you found that OSE, in 1988, under Alta Gold???? if I remember correctly, did 
nothing when they tried to transfer or sell water rights?  
 
can you send it to Doug Haywood, Project Manager for this NMCC scoping/EIS process?  
 
dhaywood@blm.gov 
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thanks....k 
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Larry Cosper camicos@windstream.net 10609 Hwy 152 Hillsboro NM 88042 
 Ecological effects Social/economic effects Health and Safety effects  
 
In general I support the mine project going forward. However I do have the following concerns:  
1)effects on ground water pumping to landowner wells and any possible contingency plans to 
provide water should this occur.  2)Effects of ground water pumping on Animas and Percha 
Creek riparian systems and intermittent flows  3)Efficiency of water recovery systems within 
mine operations  4)Reclamation efforts should be designed to mimic natural contours, and 
provide a usuable pit/lake area after mine closure.  5) concerns that State Highway 152 is too 
narrow from the junction to Gold Dust and may require widening and/or shoulders to provide for 
safer driving conditions  6) Possible effects on electrical/ phone service to Hillsboro and 
Kingston  Thank-you for the opportunity to comment...Larry 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 10:15 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Mine, New Mexico

 
 

From: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments [mailto:BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:01 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Mine, New Mexico 
 
Here is one from the BLM email address.  Other coming. 
 
From: Lisa Giles [mailto:lisasgiles@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:50 PM 
To: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments 
Subject: Copper Flat Mine, New Mexico 
 
To the decision makers at the BLM 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of my concerns regarding the Copper Flat Mine. 
 
 You are faced with trying to make the best decisions you can for the future of this region and this county. It 
requires balancing the need for economic growth and stability with the use of natural resources. It is a 
difficult task, with many factors to be considered. 
 
Of course you have heard a great deal about water. But have you ever had your well run dry? For most of us 
today that has never happened, so while we have an intellectual understanding of what that means, we do not 
have a gut realization. 
 
When I was a young girl, that is exactly what happened for my family in Tucson, AZ. When the pump started 
sucking air, there was not enough to 
brush your teeth with. Fortunately we had good neighbors who ran a hose over to us until we could hook up to 
municipal water. But what happens when the municipal wells are spent, and your neighbor is as bone dry as you 
are? This is an issue that our Canadian neighbors are apt to understand only intellectually. Water is not much of 
an issue for them, but rather a tool for the mining of ore. 
 
But for us water, especially ground water, is a limited resource. It is one that is becoming increasingly dear. We 
have been in a drought for several years, and who knows when or if that drought will ever be fully relieved. At 
the same time the demands on this priceless and finite resource continue to grow rapidly. Water is the life-blood 
of our communities, of our ranchers and farmers, of our wildlife and of the land itself.  How it is used now will 
impact this area for generations to come. 
 
Thank you again for your time and consideration. 
 
Lisa Giles 
Truth or Consequences, NM 
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Phone message from Copper Flat Mining Project Comment Line 
 
March 5, 2012 2:58 pm 
 
I just wanted to say that we are very much in favor of the Copper Flats Mining Project and Sierra 

County is in desperate need of jobs actual to several ready jobs.  And so we just want this project 

to go forward.  We are tired of the environmental extremism that has no basis in fact when they 

make their arguments.  So, we are in favor.  Thank you very much. 

 

Linda Tognoni (sp?) 

Box 684, Elephant Butte, Champagne Hills, New Mexico  87935 

Telephone number 575-894-4634 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 12:17 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Public Input

 
 

From: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments [mailto:BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 11:03 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Public Input 
 
For the record and scoping. 
 
Doug 
 
From: Linda Tognoni [mailto:lindatognoni@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 05, 2012 12:53 PM 
To: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments; Linda Tognoni 
Subject: Public Input 
 

3/5/2012 

  

  

RE: Copper Flat Mine Scoping Meeting 

Public Input 

  

  

To Whom It May Concern: 

  

As a very concerned citizen, who prides herself in researching and fully understanding the impact of 
environmental issues, I and my household are entirely in favor of the Copper Flats Mining operation moving 
forward without governmental overregulation and interference that has a history in New Mexico of impeding 
economic progress. Yesterday, I spoke briefly with U.S. Representative Steve Pearce in Las Cruces at a rally in 
Las Cruces. While the rally was concerned with Religious Freedom and Constitutional Rights, I spoke to him 
later about mineral resources exploration and mining concerns in Sierra County. Given the dire economic straits 
and record unemployment in this area, he was in favor of economic progress and development of resources. We 
need, New Mexico in general and Sierra County in particular, to move forward for true “shovel ready” job 
creation. 
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At this Copper Flat Mine Scoping Meeting, with the exception of the lone dissenter who engaged in 
victimhood, entitlement, elitist discoursIe, and disingenuous “facts,” the vast majority who spoke, were in favor 
of this mining project moving forward. The tide has turned where concerned citizens who value economic 
progress and constitutional values are now coming forward to get involved. It’s time to put common sense back 
in vogue and not leave our children and grandchildren’s futures in the hands of environmental extremists. The 
management team is compliant with regulations and has reached out to the community with full disclosure and 
transparency. We desperately need economic development and jobs in Sierra County, please help facilitate and 
move this mining project forward with expediency! 

  

  

Sincerely, 

Linda Tognoni, M.Ed 

  

lindatognoni@gmail.com 

575-894-4634 

  

13 Vista del Fuego Box 684 

Champagne Hills 

Elephant Butte, NM 87935 
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BLM Las Cruces District Office 
1800 Marquess Street 
Las Cruces NM 88005 
 
Comments Regarding the Copper Flat EIS Project 
 
I own property, including water rights, on Animas Creek.  I chose to purchase 
the property because it has water, huge sycamores, abundant birds and wildlife 
drawn to its riparian habitat, and a clear night sky.  I am worried that the 
proposed mine threatens all of these things. 
 
I am likewise concerned about the broader impacts of the proposed mine on our 
county, including issues of health, safety, the economy and the environment. 
 
Estimates of impacts to clean water, clean air, wildlife habitat, and public health 
need to be based on actual records of similar operations.  The THEMAC website, 
uses the Continental (Cobre) Mine as one of “the best analogs” to Copper Flat.  
This mine is currently under investigation for surface and groundwater 
contamination.  The company (Freeport-McMoRan) is already responsible for $13 
million in groundwater damages and an additional $5.5 million for damages to 
wildlife and wildlife habitat. 
 
I want the following issues addressed by the EIS:  
 
Water Use 

1. A full disclosure of how much water the proposed Copper Flat mine will 
use (including for fire and dust suppression). 

 
2. How will this water use disrupt surface waters, springs and the Animas 

creek watershed? 
 

3. How will water extraction effect groundwater levels? 
 

4. How many years will it take to recharge the aquifer? 
 

5. What water treatment will be required? Polluted water cannot be returned 
to the natural system so if it is not treated it needs to be clear that this 
water is lost to any future use. 

 
6. The preferred alternative should insure that the groundwater used does 

not threaten existing water rights by requiring some of the water from 
some other source. 
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Air & Water Pollution  

1. Waste rock exposes minerals previously safely in the ground to air and 
water.  This rock needs to be considered as a source of air and water 
pollution, which will be exacerbated by our frequent winds and any 
intense rainfall such as during our summer storms. 

2. What minerals could be released from waste rock and what are the 
environmental and health consequences? 

3. How will acid mine drainage from waste rock be prevented? 

4. If water is used to keep the tailings from blowing away, how much water 
will it take?  Even with water, is it actually possible to control the dust 
during warm or hot days with high winds? 

5. How will pit water be kept from contaminating the groundwater? 

6. What type of barrier will be used to keep the tailings from polluting? 

7. How large an area – and what area – might be affected by windborne dust 
from mining activities, tailings, or air borne minerals from the waste 
rock? 

8. How will dust from mining operations be controlled? 

9. How would a power outage, an intense storm, or both, affect the control 
of mine wastes? 

10. How will dust from the mine affect air clarity, including our clear night 
skies? 

11. In the Federal Register, it states the “total estimated disturbance on public 
domain land would be 745 acres.”  When dispersal of air and water 
pollutants from the mine is factored in, how much public land is 
“disturbed”?  What about along the shipping route for the concentrates?  
These figures need to be made public. 

12. How many years will waste rock, tailings and pit water be potential 
pollution sources? 

Traffic & Safety 
1. How much traffic will the mine generate during its various phases (be 

specific)? 
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2. How many road closures are anticipated due to mining activities such as 
blowing dust? 

3. What is the likely rate of road accidents including fatalities with increased 
traffic and large trucks?   

4. How will road damage from heavy trucks increase road closures and 
accidents? Who pays for road repairs? 

5. Increased traffic will result in more wildlife road kills.  How many? 

6. Who responds to accidents involving the transportation of concentrates of 
copper or molybdenum?  Who trains them?  Who pays for training?  Who 
is responsible for the clean up? 

7. Who responds to accidents at the mine?  What is their training?  Does this 
have a cost to Sierra County? 

8. Who responds to fires at the mine?  What is their training?  Who pays?  

 

Tourism 
1. Historic buildings are one of Hillsboro’s attractions.  How are they 

impacted by blasting and mine activities? 

2. What are the impacts of increased road traffic, surface damage to the road, 
blasting and tailings dust to the Geronimo Trail National Scenic Byway? 

3. The EIS needs to evaluate the potential for pollution and reduced water at 
Percha Dam State Park and along Animas Creek.  Percha Dam State Park 
is one of the top birding sites in the state, and Animas Creek is a popular 
birding destination that is including on the Southwest New Mexico 
Birding Trail.  These areas attract birds because they have riparian habitat.    

4. Our clean air, clear night skies, clean water, lack of traffic, and the variety 
of habitats in our public lands are all attractive to visitors.  How will they 
be effected? 

 
Economic Impacts 
It is simplistic and short sighted to only look at the jobs the mine could generate.  
The EIS needs to look at the other side, such as: 

1. There are many potential reasons why Copper Flat mine will likely result 
in decreased tourism.  What is the potential loss of jobs and revenue to 
Sierra County with decreased tourism? 
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2. The history, scenery, bird, wildlife and hot springs make this area 
attractive for retirement.  Living downstream and downwind of a mine is 
not attractive.  What is the loss to future property sales, jobs in the service 
industry, etc? 

3. How many jobs or potential for future jobs will be lost because of lack of 
water? 

4. What are the short and long term costs to Sierra County residents for 
health issues relating to air and water pollution from Copper Flat? 

5. What is the increased taxpayer burden for road repairs, fire suppression, 
accidents requiring emergency and hospital services, environmental 
degradation and cleanup, public health issues, etc? 

6. How will declining property values (due to many of the issues raised 
above) affect tax revenue to Sierra County? 

 
Cumulative Effects 
We are already in a drought.  The effects of climate change must be considered 
when evaluating potential impacts of the mine. 
 
  
Bonding 
In the Federal Register it states the BLM and the State “would bond the 
proponent for site reclamation”.  The proponent needs to provide an adequate 
financial assurance instrument for all the risks associated with the mine and the 
monitoring of those risks (water availability and quality, air quality, wildlife and 
habitat, human health, fire, traffic safety, road damage, etc.) not just reclamation.  
Some of these costs can occur for many decades after the mine closes.   
 
In addition, there needs to be adequate financial assurance instruments to cover 
all of the health, safety and environmental risks in the transport of the copper 
and molybdenum concentrates.  
 
I have found the public meetings and “fact” sheets lacking in information the 
public has the right to know.  If I had more facts I’d likely have more comments.  
Additional information should have been posted on your website.  Requiring 
residents to drive 70 miles to your office is NOT making information available to 
the public. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Margie Ann Gibson 
HC 31 Box 71 
Caballo NM 87931 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 8:47 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Scoping Comments
Attachments: Margie'sCopper Flat Scoping.doc

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 7:45 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Scoping Comments 
 
Dave, 
 
Please only include Margie's comments in the record. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Douglas Haywood 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Margie Ann Gibson [mailto:margieanngibson@mac.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 9:07 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: Copper Flat Scoping Comments 
 
Although Mangi was handing out forms for comments to be sent to them at the Hillsboro scoping 
meeting, according to the Federal Register they should be sent to you.  Attached are my 
comments and a hard copy will be sent by mail. 
I do not wish my email address to be part of the official record. 
 
Thank you, 
Margie Gibson 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 17, 2012 1:32 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Cc: Chelsie Romulo; Mary Peters; Douglas Reaber, P.G.; Lee Wilson & Associates
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Mine EIS Scoping from NM Game & Fish
Attachments: Copper Flat Mine EIS Scoping from NM Game _ Fish001.pdf

Important scoping letter received from NM Fish & Game. 
 
Dave 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 17, 2012 12:00 PM 
To: jdeichmann@themacresourcesgroup.com; Montoya, Jennifer A; Gutierrez, Rena A; Smith, 
Michael A; Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Cc: Guzman, Margarita C; Barnitz Jr., John A; Frey, Timothy C 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Mine EIS Scoping from NM Game & Fish 
 
Dave, 
 
I will have Rena mail the original for the record to you next week. 
 
Thanks, 
Douglas Haywood 
BLM Project Manager 
575‐525‐4498 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: nm_noreply@blm.gov [mailto:nm_noreply@blm.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 17, 2012 10:50 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: Copper Flat Mine EIS Scoping from NM Game & Fish 
 
 
 
Please open the attached document.  It was scanned and sent to you using a 
Xerox multifunction device. 
 
Attachment File Type: pdf 
 
multifunction device Location: machine location not set  
Device Name: ilmnmlc2_Xerox9302  
 
 
For more information on Xerox products and solutions, please visit 
http://www.xerox.com 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 10:15 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Sierra Club Copper Flat Scoping Comments

 
 

From: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments [mailto:BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:14 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Sierra Club Copper Flat Scoping Comments 
 
Another from the BLM email. 
 

From: Dan Lorimier [mailto:nmchapterstaff@qwestoffice.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 1:31 PM 
To: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments 
Cc: Dan Lorimier; Margot Wilson; Juan Garza 
Subject: Sierra Club Copper Flat Scoping Comments 
 
These comments follow the mailing of our comments to Mangi Environmental Group.  Please accept this e-mail 
submission.  Thank you. 
 
-Dan Lorimier 
Sierra Club, Rio Grande Chapter 
Conservation Coordinator 
575-740-2927 
daniel.lorimier@sierraclub.org 
 

Sierra Club 
Rio Grande Chapter 

Southern Group 275 N Downtown Mall 
Las Cruces, NM  88001 

 
  
  
Copper Flat Mine 
c/o Mangi Environmental Group 
7927 Jones Branch Drive, Suite 150 
Mclean, VA 22102 
  
March 7, 2012 
Re:  Scoping Comments for the Copper Flat Mine Environmental Impact Statement 
  

These scoping comments are from the Southern Group of the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club. 

  
Before listing the scoping suggestions and concerns of the Southern Group for the Copper Flat Project EIS, we want to address an overarching 
recommendation.  Please do not just ‘reheat’ the 15-year-old EIS produced for the Alta Gold project.  The proposed Copper Flat Mine is larger than 
the earlier projects at Copper Flat to a degree that simply applying a multiplier to the old data is insufficient and could easily lead to inaccurate 
conclusions in the final document.  We believe this project should produce an entirely new Environmental Impact Statement using new data and 
current, up-to-date analytical tools and methods. 
  
Additionally, we urge BLM to consider the cumulative impacts of this project on the environment during the construction, operation and closure 
phases and further into the future.  Cumulative impacts, like pumping 3,300 acre-feet annually for 15 years, don’t only accrue, they multiply. 
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Our general scoping comments fall into the broad groups of economic impacts, water related concerns, air quality concerns and concerns relating to 
local native species of plants and animals. 
  

ECONOMIC IMPACTS 

• What will the costs to New Mexicans and Sierra County citizens of improving and maintaining the roads and highways used to transport 
product and equipment to and from Copper Flat be over the life of the project?  Are these roads and highways designed to handle the 35-
ton haul-truck and trailer rigs described in the Plan of Operation?  

• What additional infrastructure needs such as schools and teachers, community centers, adequate law enforcement and sufficiently staffed 
hospitals will this project require over its 15-year life? 

• How will the Copper Flat project impact Sierra County and New Mexico’s vital tourism industry?  Will bicycling become an excluded use 
on these much busier thoroughfares? 

• What would be the monetary loss to Sierra County if lower Animas Creek was dewatered and the Sycamore forest riparian area was lost or 
damaged and the many bird watchers who now travel to Animas Creek stop coming?  

  

WATER 

• How, exactly, will the extremely high and constant water consumption of this project impact local commercial and residential wells in 
Hillsboro, Animas Creek, Percha Creek and the Rio Grande Valley, during and after this project’s planned duration? The hydrology of the 
high production well-field location is not well understood but needs to be before pumping commences.  There is a real need for a new and 
complete hydrologic survey which should again be developed in order to better comprehend the immediate and cumulative impacts to 
groundwater and to safeguard existing water users in Hillsboro, Animas Creek, Percha Creek and the Rio Grande Valley. 

• Monitor wells should be installed to measure any impacts on groundwater on Hillsboro, Animas Creek, Percha Creek and the Rio Grande 
valley. 

• How will extracting 3,300 acre feet of groundwater annually impact surface water in Animas Creek and Percha Creek? 
• Are there other mining technologies that require the use of substantially less water? 
• Why should the monitoring of water quality around the tailings impoundment last for only 12 years?  The threat of water pollution from 

that impoundment is perpetual.  How long do synthetic impoundment liners last?  How long has the existing liner been in place?   

  
  

AIR QUALITY 

• Mitigating dust becoming airborne by spraying mine tailings, other mine wastes and unpaved roads (like Gold Dust Road) can’t be 
effective during southern New Mexico’s extremely windy Spring.  What other mitigation options are available that could be implemented 
during these annual periods of high winds? 

• What levels of noise will be generated by both the production facility and the well-field pumping during the life of this projects?  How will 
neighboring businesses and residents, as well as wildlife, be impacted by being subjected to 17 years of whatever those noise levels are? 

  

IMPACTS ON WILDLIFE 

• What will the impacts be to wildlife including birds, mammals and reptiles from tailings pond liquids? 
• What will be the impacts to the normal movement of wildlife in the mine area?  What impacts to migratory wildlife patterns? 
• How, exactly, will the Copper Flat project impact the Sycamore forest riparian area in lower Animas Creek?    
• How will the dust and noise impact wildlife living in or migrating through Sierra County? 

  
Again, please develop new data sets for this Environmental Impact Statement analysis.  Old information may no longer be valid after 15 years, this 
project is significantly larger than past proposals and today’s information gathering and review protocols are more evolved. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Sincerely, 
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Margot Wilson 
Southern Group Executive Committee 
Rio Grande Chapter 
Sierra Club 
  
 
 

 



1

Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 5:18 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: Fwd: FW: 
Attachments: The Validity and Quantity of Water Rights (BLM).rtf; ATT06984.htm

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Date: February 24, 2012 8:54:47 AM MST 
To: "Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net)" <dhenney2@cox.net> 
Subject: FW:  

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: maxyeh@windstream.net [mailto:maxyeh@windstream.net]  
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2012 5:19 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: Representative Ben Lujan; Representative Steve Pearce; Representative Martin Heinrich; 
Senator Tom Udall; Senator Jeff Bingaman; NM OSE; NM ED, Ground Water Quality; NM 
EMNRD 
Subject:  
 
Dear Doug, 
 
Attached is a memo on the Copper Flat Mine I wish to submit for consideration in the scoping 
process for the EIS. 
 
Thank you, 
Max  
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Memorandum on Water Use at Copper Flat Mine 

 
 
 
To:  The Bureau of Land Management 
        Department of the Interior 
 
CC:  Mining and Minerals Division 
        NM EMNR Department 
 
        NM Office of the State Engineer 
 
        NM Elected Federal Officials [Senator Jeff Bingaman, Senator Tom Udall,              
 Representative Martin Heinrich, Representative Steve Pearce, Representative Ben  Lujan] 
 
From:  Max Yeh 
 Hillsboro, NM 
 
Date:  January 21, 2012 
 
Re:  Comments Regarding the Validity and Quantity of Water Rights Claimed and Owned            
 by NMCC for Use at Copper Flat Mine 
 

 While it is recognized that water rights are the provenance of State jurisdiction and thus 

beyond the scope of the BLM, we point out that the production wells for Copper Flat Mine are 

located on BLM land and that the water used for milling will be transported through a pipeline 

belonging to BLM.  The BLM, therefore, has an interest in the water rights.  If BLM approves the 

transport and use of this water, it may be approving a misuse of water.  The BLM needs to 

determine the direct and indirect effects of its decisions and the nature of its responsibility by 

clarifying the validity and quantity of water rights NMCC claims.  It can do this by requesting the 

NM State Engineer to review and to determine the substance of NMCC’s  water rights.   

 It is also clear that no hydrological study of the environmental impact of this water use can 

be made without some certainty as to the quantity of water NMCC can use. 
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I. We claim that all of NMCC’s water rights are invalid due to non-use.  All water rights in 

New Mexico are limited by use.  NMSA § 72-5-28 states:  "When the party entitled to the use of 

water fails to beneficially use all or any part of the water claimed by him, for which a right of use has 

vested for the purpose for which it was appropriated or adjudicated . . . for a period of four years, 

such unused water shall, if the failure to beneficially use the water persists one year after notice and 

declaration of nonuser given by the state engineer, revert to the public and shall be regarded as 

unappropriated public water."  Since the various owners of the rights NMCC has acquired have 

failed to use the water for over 29 years, the rights must be considered invalid.  While the State 

Engineer has not issued the mandated declaration of nonuser, the water rights are nonetheless not 

legal, just as it is not legal to speed even if the driver is not caught.   

 Besides the law of forfeiture for non-use, non-use is ground for a charge of abandonment.  

While abandonment is difficult to argue in court, the literature on abandonment suggests that a 20 

year period of non-use may constitute abandonment.  In the case of NMCC’s claimed water rights, 

the period of non-use is nearing 30 years. 

 Although the period of non-use is egregious and uncontested, the OSE has declined to act 

on a petition to issue a declaration of non-user.  The grounds given are that its own administrative 

procedures allow the OSE to initiate a review for non-use only when it receives an application for 

change of use, point of diversion, or place of use.  Since NMCC has not so applied, the OSE is 

constrained by its procedures from reviewing non-use.  However, we claim in Part II below that 

NMCC is required by its present water use to file an application, either for change of use and/or for 

change of point of diversion. 

 

II. During the past year, NMCC has used water from wells LRG 4652 S-8 and S-9 [see meter 

readings in the OSE files].  Well S-8 is recorded in the OSE field report filed with the 1984 
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declaration as a “stock well.”  Well S-9 is referred to also as a “stock well” in the Amended 

Declaration filed in 2010.  Normally, mining use for these waters would require an application for a 

change in use and thus require an OSE review of the water rights, including the issue of prolonged 

non-use. 

 Furthermore, these wells belong to a group of wells (LRG 4652 S-4 to S-10 and S-17), 

located at the mine site, which have a no vested water rights associated with them.  In 1984 when 

the water rights associated with the Copper Flat Mine project was first declared and filed with the 

OSE, the amount of maximum projected diversion from all the wells was declared to be 6,462 af/a.  

In 1987 Copper Flat Partnership sold all these rights to Harris Gray.  The rights to the total 6,462 

af/a was assigned to only 10 (LRG 4652, 4652 S, 4652 S-2, 4652 S-3, and 4652 S-11 to S-16)  of the 

original 18 wells.  At the time of the sale, CFP wrote a clarifying letter to the OSE stating that the 

waters of these other 8 wells were not included in the sale to Mr. Gray and had water rights of their 

own [letter to Mr. Nixon dated March 31, 1987, appended to change of ownership filings, COWNF, 

1987-04-02] even though they had been included in the earlier 1984 declaration by Quintana on 

behalf of CFP as wells associated with the total 6,462 af/a and therein called “stand-by wells.”   CFP 

declined to ask the OSE for a judgment on the validity of these other water rights, but various 

documents on file claim rights for 922 af/a from these wells;  however, this number is merely the 

sum of the well capacities.  These wells were unused, except for temporary laboratory use, and there 

is no documentation supporting development and continued beneficial use and thus no evidence of 

perfecting of rights for any amount of water. 

 Using water from wells S-8 and S-9 without the right to do so is either a new appropriation 

of waters or a change in point of diversion for rights attached to the well field several miles away.  It 

requires an application to the OSE, and OSE’s administrative procedures then would normally 

initiate a review and determination of water right validity. 
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 We argue, therefore, that the OSE has grounds for a review of NMCC’s water rights. 

 

III. Even if NMCC’s water rights are not invalid, those rights are limited to 850 af/a.  This 

amount is the quantity of water actually used in all of 1982 when Copper Flat was operated by 

Quintana Minerals on behalf of CFP and so recorded by Milton Hood, the general mine manager, in 

his initial declaration in 1984.  For waters developed prior to the establishment of the basin, then, 

this amount is all that was beneficially used and thus vested or perfected, though, again, not used 

continuously.  All other quantities associated with Copper Flat water rights are unsubstantiated, 

erroneous, or incorrect because not based on actual beneficial use but based on hypothetical 

potential use (the 6,462 af/a claimed in the original declaration, in CFP’s sale to Mr. Gray, and in 

Gray and Frost’s sale to NMCC) or based on exaggerated estimates (the 1,267 af/a claimed to have 

been used in 1982 in Gray and Frosts’s amended declaration of 2010-10-27) or based on well 

capacities (the 2,562 af/a perfected claimed in Gray and Frost’s amended declaration of 2010-10-27, 

which is the sum of an exaggerated 1982 use added to capacities of wells never used).   

 In view of sections I, II, and III above, we suggest that the BLM consider the alternative of 

requiring the purchase of sufficient valid water rights for the full operation of the mine. 

 

IV. In Sierra County, the water supply is diminishing and doing so not only because of the 

drought.  The Socorro-Sierra Regional Water Plan [Dec., 2003] concludes in its study of groundwater 

supply:  “The Rio Grande, including the aquifers that are connected to this river, is a fully 

appropriated system” [p. 11];  and, “...the available water supply is not adequate to meet all demands 

in dry to average years...” [p. 13].  Given this difficult environmental situation, any very large use of 

water in Sierra County needs to conserve water.  NM laws and regulations support this necessity by 

recognizing the principle of water conservation as grounds for legal challenge of water use.   
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 In this context, we find NMCC’s projected use of water both extravagant and wasteful.  The 

primary premise of water conservation is the net return of water to the public.  If one user conserves 

water, more will be available for other users, and the public benefits.   

But since the quantity of water NMCC needs is greater than its valid water rights, NMCC will 

appropriate the maximum allowable amount of water, whatever its “in house” methods of 

conservation.  NMCC claims to “conserve” water by installing a process of recycling the water it 

uses;  however, this recycling is not what New Mexico means by conservation because it benefits 

only NMCC and not the people of New Mexico.  The reuse of this water does not lessen in any way 

the net amount of water taken from the aquifer.   

 In addition, while most other uses of water return water to the aquifer, none of the mine’s 

water can be allowed back into the ground because of pollution, transforming a renewable natural 

resource into a non-renewable one.  True recycling and conservation will be achieved only if NMCC 

decontaminates its production water in order to return water to the aquifer.  We, therefore, ask BLM 

and NMCC to consider water treatment as an alternative. 

 Since the water NMCC intends to appropriate has not been used for 29 years, in terms of 

current water supply, its use will amount to a de facto new appropriation   If the water supply of Sierra 

County is diminishing, it will diminish even faster with this added appropriation unless water is 

returned to the aquifer.  The damage here is not to any particular water user but to the general public 

whose supply is lessened by waste and extravagance.  

 

V. At this time, it is not known if NMCC will be using a dry or wet tailings procedure;  however, 

we wish to remark that if a dry stack tailings process is used, it will require a continuous, round the 

clock, source of water for dampening during the whole time the tailings cells are exposed in order to 

minimize air pollution.  This water supply is paramount from the public’s point of view and should 
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be considered separate from production waters.  Analysis needs to be done to validate the source, 

quantity, and continuous availability of this water over the lifetime of the mine.   

 

VI.   The pit presents a special problem in water and water rights irregularities.  It presents also a 

problem in water quality.  In 1984 the pit was declared by Quintana to be a well (LRG 4652 S-17).  

In its sale of water rights to Mr. Gray in 1987, CFP claimed the water from the open pit was to have 

been used for dust control, that no quantity of water could be assigned to this well, and that CFP did 

not own the rights to this water.  NMCC has said that it intends to use the water from the pit lake, 

presumably as Quintana had intended. 

 First, the water in the pit lake is shown in Raugust and McLemore [“The Natural Defenses 

of Copper Flat Sierra County, New Mexico,” 2004] to be high in TDS and sulfate concentrations 

and sometimes higher than allowable in copper concentration and acidity so as to be possibly toxic 

to wildlife.  While NM does not regulate TDS or sulfate in surface waters, many studies show the 

toxicity of a complex of levels of TDS, sulfate, chloride, and hardness in water, and many states such 

as Illinois, Iowa, Pennsylvania have recently established regulations to this effect.  If this water is 

used for dust control, it should be done in conjunction with toxicity monitoring. 

 Second, pumping of water from a pit normally requires a dewatering permit and a 

consideration of water replacement.  By characterizing the pit as a well CFP legitimated the 

appropriation of water from the pit and, we assume, avoided the issue of mine dewatering.  We 

think such avoidance is detrimental to the proper regulation of water because a mine pit needs 

special scrutiny different from a well.   

 Third, as a well, the pit violates all well regulations which are designed to prevent 

contamination of groundwater through the well.  It is, of course, not sealed from surface water run-

off, having no barrier protecting groundwater from oil and gas drippings from trucks and mining 
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equipment, etc.  Treating an open pit mine as a well without implementing protections can 

irreparably damage the groundwater.  

 If the pit is not considered a well, that is, if it is claimed that the pit does not extend into 

groundwater, other difficulties ensue.  The water in the pit lake would then be surface water, the 

result of seepage above the lake and run-off from the natural contours of Grayback Arroyo.  Use of 

water from the pit lake would, then, require an application to the OSE for appropriation of surface 

water and a review of the effects upon the whole system of surface waters in the area.  There follows 

also the legal question of new rights over surface water.  Furthermore, construction of by-pass 

canals would involve changing the natural stream flows of Greyback Arroyo.  We think serious 

geological and hydrological and biological studies are needed for this alternative treatment of the pit 

waters.    

 

VI. Conclusion:  All the above itemized irregularities necessitate the BLM to request a formal 

review by the OSE and a determination of quantiy and validity of the water rights NMCC expects to 

exercise in operating Copper Flat Mine.  If the quantity of valid water rights held by NMCC is 

insufficient for the operation of the mine, there is no point for an EIS. 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 5:04 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: Fwd: FW: 
Attachments: Pit acidity with graph.doc; ATT06983.htm

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Date: February 24, 2012 11:53:18 AM MST 
To: "Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net)" <dhenney2@cox.net> 
Subject: FW:  

Dave, 
 
Here is the attachment. 
 
Douglas 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: maxyeh@windstream.net [mailto:maxyeh@windstream.net]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 11:16 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: Representative Ben Lujan; Representative Steve Pearce; Representative Martin Heinrich; 
Senator Tom Udall; Senator Jeff Bingaman; NM OSE; NM ED, Ground Water Quality; NM 
EMNRD 
Subject:  
 
Doug, 
 
Sorry, I forgot to attach the memo in the last email.. 
 
Max 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 5:05 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: Fwd: Copper Flat Mine Scoping
Attachments: HDPEfor BLM.doc; ATT06982.htm

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Date: February 24, 2012 11:14:03 AM MST 
To: "Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net)" <dhenney2@cox.net> 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Mine Scoping 

Dave, 
 
Here is another. 
 
Thanks, 
Douglas Haywood 
BLM Project Manager 
575-525-4498 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: maxyeh@windstream.net [mailto:maxyeh@windstream.net]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 9:59 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: Representative Ben Lujan; Representative Steve Pearce; Representative Martin Heinrich; 
Senator Tom Udall; Senator Jeff Bingaman; NM OSE; NM ED, Ground Water Quality; NM 
EMNRD 
Subject: Copper Flat Mine Scoping 
 
Doug, 
 
Here is another memo for consideration in your scoping process.  I will have more as I finish 
cleaning them up. 
 
Thanks, 
Max  

JSepanik
Text Box
MY01



1

Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 9:27 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: 
Attachments: Social and Economic.rtf; A list of issues.doc

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 8:22 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Cc: Smith, Michael A 
Subject: FW:  
 
Dave, 
 
Here are some more. 
 
Douglas 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: maxyeh@windstream.net [mailto:maxyeh@windstream.net] 
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 3:12 PM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: NM ED, Ground Water Quality; Representative Ben Lujan; Representative Steve Pearce; 
Representative Martin Heinrich; Senator Tom Udall; Senator Jeff Bingaman; NM OSE; NM EMNRD 
Subject:  
 
Doug, 
 
This is it for now. 
Max 
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Copper Flat Mine:  EIS Scoping Comment 
 
To:  The Bureau of Land Management 
        Department of the Interior 
 
CC:  Mining and Minerals Division 
        NM EMNR Department 
 
        Mining Environmental Compliance Section 
        Ground Water Quality Bureau 
        NM Environment Department 
 
        NM Elected Federal Officials [Senator Jeff Bingaman, Senator Tom Udall,              
 Representative Martin Heinrich, Representative Steve Pearce, Representative Ben 
 Lujan] 
 
From:  Max Yeh 
 Hillsboro, NM 
 
Date:  February 21, 2012 
 
Re:  EIS Scoping Comments on the Plan of Operation 
 
 
 
1.  Public costs for unusual maintenances on Highway 152 and/or Highway 27, neither of 
which is constructed for heavy truck traffic.  Alternative:  sufficient indemnification. 
 
2.  Traffic through Hillsboro of concentrates (Hwy 27 being designated as an alternative 
route in the PoO) resulting in vibrational damage to historic buildings, noise pollution, 
circulation problems, and the possibility of contamination and spillage.  Alternative:  avoid 
Hillsboro. 
 
3.   Waste rock dumps and low-grade ore pilings may turn into leach dumps with subsequent 
drainage of acid into the ground.  Alternative:  line dump piles with composite 
geomembrane and clay liners with regular testing for leakage, or no mining. 
 
4.  Explosions deteriorate cultural artifacts at mine site and in Hillsboro.  Alternative:  no 
mining, or limitation on charges. 
 
5.  24/7 operation violates dark sky provisions of state (though legally exempt) and 
endangers nocturnal birds and animals.  Alternative:  daytime operation, or use of dark sky 
lighting. 
 
6.  Damage to tourism, which is not only an economic issue but one of cultural and aesthetic  
quality of life.  Alternative:  no mining. 
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7.  Negative effect of “cross-overs” in the local job economy.  Alternative:  corporation 
policies that encourage the local economy. 
 
8.  Cone of depression at the mine might reduce well production in the area generally and at 
Hillsboro specifically.  Alternative:  reinjection of treated water into ground, or 
indemnification, or no mining. 
 
9.  Cone of depression at the mine might lower ground water levels and surface water levels 
in the Animas Creek watershed.  Alternative:  reinject treated water, or no mining. 
 
10.  Cone of depression at the mine-site can damge nearby geothermal springs, which are 
federally protected.  Althernative:  no mining. 
 
11.  Cone of depression at the well-site might effect ground water levels for residents on 
Hwy 152,  ground water levels in Animas Creek,  stock and agricultural wells in Arrey.  
Alternative:  no mining or indemnification. 
 
12.  Cone of depression at the well-site might effect the waters of the Rio Grande and 
Caballo Reservoir.  Alternative:  no mining. 
 
13.  Disruption of surface waters and a complete system of seeps, seasonal seeps, springs, 
natural seasonal ponds, etc. might effect the Animas Creek watershed system and endanger 
the Sycamore Groves, the Chiricahua Leopard Frog, and other species.  Alternative:  no 
mining. 
 
14.  Operation of the mine prevents other claim holders from working their claims.   
Alternative:  change company policies on lockout and/or indemnification. 
 
15.  Holding pond for water from the pit may pollute ground water.  Alternative:  
geomembrane and clay composite liner for pond. 
 
16.  Limiting blasting to the daytime (PoO) suggests that blasting will exceed allowable noise 
levels for residents of Hillsboro and Animas Creek and environs.  Alternative:  reduce the 
size of the charges, or no mining. 
 
17.  Using pitwater for dust control spreads concentration of metals on the land surface 
susceptible for migration.  Alternative:  don’t use the pit water for dust control. 
 
18.  Electrical usage a drain on grid and might have negative repercussions in Hillsboro.  
Alternative:  find another source of energy, solar or wind. 
 
19.  The use of magnesium chloride for dust control increases chloride concentrations in the 
pit waters and ground waters and adds to possible breakdown of HDPE in the liners.  
Alternative:  increase water use to keep down air pollution. 
 
20.  Depositing tailings peripherally on the geomembrane to create beaches in order to hold 
the membrane in place also increases the downslope drag on the membrane and thus the 
possibility of membrane dislodgement.  Alternative:  analytical study of counter-forces. 
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21.  The initial water need for 6,400 gals/min (over 10,000 af/a, 2/3 the total ground water 
use in Sierra County) is more water than available.  How long will it take to reduce this much 
water use to the projected steady state of 2,000 gals/min (3,200 af/a) is unknown.  
Alternative:  no mining, or find other water source. 
 
22.  Building the lining system for the tailings pond incrementally presents special problems 
such as the seaming of old, partially deteriorated lining with new material, not only with the 
geomembrane itself but also with the layers of geotextiles which protect the geomembrane.  
The method of jointure also might obviate the use of geoelectric testing for leaks in the 
newly laid material.  Alternative:  non-incremental installation, lab and field testing, or no 
mining. 
 
23.  Guarantees for bonding may be insufficient, especially in the case of bankruptcy.  
Alternative:  revise financial arrangements for reclamation and bonding in light of a study of 
the risk of bankruptcy and in light of an accumulative view of total risks for mitigation. 
 
24.  Inadequate listing of all the chemicals in the tailings pond, their toxicity and their 
interreactions.  Alternative:  make a definitive list so that a mitigation method can be devised 
for the leakage. 
 
25.  Lack of specificity in Plan of Operation makes any adequate EIS impossible.  
Alternative:  redo Plan after having decided on chemicals, dams, linings, water, etc. 
 
26.  Priniciple of cumulative impact requires consideration of present state of pollution.  
Alternative:  include plan for present mitigation into plans to be included in the EIS. 
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Memorandum on HDPE Liners at Copper Flat Mine 

 

 
To:  The Bureau of Land Management 
        Department of the Interior 
 
CC:  Mining and Minerals Division 
        NM EMNR Department 
 
        Mining Environmental Compliance Section 
        Ground Water Quality Bureau 
        NM Environment Department 
 
        NM Elected Federal Officials [Senator Jeff Bingaman, Senator Tom Udall,              
 Representative Martin Heinrich, Representative Steve Pearce, Representative Ben 
 Lujan] 
 
From:  Max Yeh 
 Hillsboro, NM 
 
Date:  January 21, 2012 
 
Re:  Use of HDPE liners at Copper Flat Mine 
 

 We want to begin with a reference to J.P. Giroud’s 2005 Vienna Terzaghi Lecture, 

“Geosynthetics Engineering:  Successes, Failures, and Lessons Learned.”  Dr. Giroud is a 

major pioneer of geosynthetic use, who forty years ago invented the terms “geotextile” and 

“geomembrane.”  At the time of the lecture, he was synopsizing his life experiences in 

geosynthetics in a 1,000 page book entitled Lessons Learned from Failures Associated with 

Geosynthetics.  In the Terzaghi Lecture, he argues that decisions on geosynthetic uses must be 

based on analysis and engineering principles and not on what he calls “common sense” and 

“engineering judgment,” that is, common-sensical, rule of thumb assumptions. We urge this 

philosophical principle in BLM’s considerations of geomembrane liners. 

 For example, the fact that signficant failures occur only about 0.1% of the time does 

not imply geomembranes can be assumed safe.  Since geomembranes are used in millions of 
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situations, the number of failures amount to thousands, and these cases arise in stressed 

situations such as in mining uses.  With HDPE, favored because of its low cost and not its 

safety, both physical stresses (because it is relatively inelastic) and chemical stresses (because 

it is susceptible to oxidation) are major problems in mining uses.  The use of HDPE liners at 

Copper Flat increases the stresses:  the high elevation increases ultraviolet deterioration, the 

seismic activity of the area increases chances of subsidence and resulting stresses, flash 

floods can cause undercutting, the daily alternations in temperatures in the winter from 

freezing nights to warm days increase the possibility of ice forming under the liners and 

causing slippage, the summer heat deteriorates the physical qualities of the membrane, 

proximity to constant and repeated explosions increases radically the abrasion factor.  The 

things that go wrong with HDPE liners are many, so that a whole industry has grown up to 

mitigate HDPE failures, and life expectancies of HDPE have been lowering.  

 Unfortunately, research is only now catching up with practice.  Since HDPE liners 

were used extensively in landfills before their widespread use in mining, historical 

information on durations mostly deals with landfills; however, the chemical and physical 

situations are largely different in tailings ponds and landfills.  We, therefore, expect analysis 

to be specific to mining applications rather than relying on landfill data. 

 Laboratory testing of HDPE have shown wide variations in the qualities of 

membranes.  Not all HDPE are the same:  “Specifying ‘HDPE’ for a critical geomembrane 

is akin to specifying ‘Steel’ for bridge construction without identifying types and grades” 

[Peggs, “Geomembrane Liner Durability:  Contributing Factors and Status Quo,” 2003].  

Selecting HDPE for Copper Flat applications needs to depend, again, on comparative 

analysis rather than cost estimates or business networking. 
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 The universally used Giroud equations for estimating migration of liquids through 

geomembranes assume that impermeability is a myth, so that in all cases one is dealing with 

risk management.  These equations distinguish between different levels of installation quality, 

so as to suggest that besides the theoretical risks of HDPE there is a very high degree of 

human failure in geomembrane use, accidents and poor design.  In application, the 

difference between leakage through a well installed liner and a poorly installed one can result 

in a factor of 12 [see Beck, Smith, and Sample, “Design Considerations for the Use of 

Geomembranes for Phosphate Tailings Impoundments,” 2009]. 

 Another indication of permeability is the persistent problem of “whales,” the 

bubbling up of membranes as a result of gas forming organic reactions in soils underneath 

liners [Peggs, "The Pond Edge:  Geomembrane Liners in Wastewater Treatment Ponds:  

Whales, and Their Prevention,” 2006, where there is a very impressive photograph of a giant 

whale in a tailings pond]. 

 It should be recognized that the design of liners to fit specific situations presents 

problems that may not be soluble.  For example, to minimize ultraviolet radiation carbon is 

added to the polymer, and that would be desirable at Copper Flat.  However, black HDPE, 

as opposed to white HDPE, increases the material’s caloric intake and so promotes heat 

deterioration.  Tests and analyses should be required to determine an adequate compromise 

(in the quantity of added carbon?).  Another example:  seams can be inspected and pressure 

tested, but no test except a totally destructive test can detect an internal flaw.  Furthermore, 

seams cause delamination (SIP) of the base material in 1% of cases, even when the seam 

itself is perfect [Smith, “SIP in Geomembrane Liners:  An Acceptable Condition?” 2001], 

and seams recreate unusually angled tensions that can cause tears [Giroud, op. cit.].  The wide 

ambient temperature variation is another insoluble problem that must balance between 

Meghan Morse
Text Box
SI-12

Meghan Morse
Text Box
R



lateral stress caused by temperature induced contraction and the use of extra material which 

is conducive to folds and creases.  Therefore, requiring full Construction Quality Assurance 

and third party geoelectrical leak detection for installation may not be sufficient. 

 Oxidation is a primary concern, which distinguishes the requirements of a tailings 

pond liner from a landfill.  Although HDPE manufacturers claim it is resistant to acids, the 

antioxidants added to the polymer can quickly lose their effectiveness.  Studies of HDPE 

water pipes show serious degradation in 5 years or less from chlorinated water [Duvall and 

Edwards, “Oxidative Degradation of High Density Polyethylene Pipes from Exposure to 

Drinking Water Disinfectants,” 2009].  At Copper Flat the flocking agents and flotation 

agents would need to be considered;  for example, are isinglas or gelatin or gar gum possible 

alternatives? 

 Finally, we wish to ask for an analysis of risk reduction in the use of double liners.  

While it may seem common sense to think that two liners are better than one, that may not 

be the case.  A multiple liner (and there are landfills with as many as 6 liners) is still, after all, 

a single containing liner with backups.  If a very high percent of liner failures results from 

installation (seaming, accidental punctures, jointures between HDPE pipes and the 

membrane—which is what failed last year at BHP Billiton’s Olympic Dam project.), 

doubling the liners doubles these possibilities, so that the risk is not lessened, though there 

might be other reasons why risk is lessened (for example, double liners allow installing a 

detection system).  The question is whether the use of two HDPE liners is like trying to 

contain hydrochloric acid within two metal cans or whether it is like a double hulled ship.  In 

the one case, there is only a matter of delay, and in the other there is a degree of protection.  

We feel it imperative that the issue be studied rather than be decided by “engineering 

judgment.” 
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 If multiplying liners does increase safety, we suggest consideration of more than two 

layers.  If multiplying liners does not increase safety, we suggest a dry stack process for the 

tailings.  In such an alternative, additional study would have to be done to consider the 

increased instability of a single HDPE liner system which might necessitate a stronger 

retaining dam. 

 It is not out of place to conclude by reminding everyone that the Superfund site at 

the gold mine at Summitville, Colorado, just north of us near the headwaters of the Rio 

Grande, is the result of a torn HDPE liner. 
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Memorandum on Acid Levels in the Pitlake at Copper Flat Mine 

 

To:  The Bureau of Land Management 
        Department of the Interior 
 
CC:  Mining and Minerals Division 
        NM EMNR Department 
 
        Mining Environmental Compliance Section 
        Ground Water Quality Bureau 
        NM Environment Department 
        
        NM Elected Federal Officials [Senator Jeff Bingaman, Senator Tom Udall,              
 Representative Martin Heinrich, Representative Steve Pearce, Representative Ben 
 Lujan] 
 
From:  Max Yeh 
 Hillsboro, NM 
 
Date:  February 18, 2012 
 

Re:  Comment on acid levels in the pitlake at Copper Flat Mine as discussed in                                        
 Raugust and McLemore, “Natural Defenses of Copper Flat, Sierra County, NM” 
 (2004). 
 

 Although Raugust and McLemore’s general thesis that the natural conditions at the 

mine tend to neutralize the effects of mining is probably correct when these effects are 

greatly generalized, a more specific look at the data presented suggests a less sanguine story 

at the mine.  First, omitted is a discussion of a whole spectrum of metals, heavy metals, toxic 

chemicals like arsenic, radioactive materials, but also the question of acidity is glossed over.  

While acidity does seem to be neutralized over extended time,  in the short range,  the 

evidence in the study itself shows signs of acification also.  

 The data on the pit begin 9 years after the diggings of 1982 and go only 7 years 

through 1998.  What one expects is that the water was pretty acidic just after mining when 
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the sulfides in the various kinds of minerals were just exposed and not yet neutralized and 

weathered.  But then over the years the acid is neutralized.  We don't see that process on the 

pH curve (Fig. 7 mistakenly labelled as Copper Concentrations) because it doesn't go back 

far enough.  All we do see is that 9 years after mining the acid is neutralized.   

 
 
 A curve has been drawn through the data showing that neutralization continued 

through 1999.  Although this curve shows the general thesis of over-all neutralization as a 

trend line, we doubt that it is mathematically justified as an averaging curve.  There is not 

enough data to support this averaging curve, and we suggest that calculations of standard 

deviations for the data  would show that the deviations from this curve are far outside 

standard deviation limits.  The averaging curve would most likely follow the plotted points, 

that is, a curve showing a significant dip.   

 Add to this the fact that we are dealing with a log curve where deviations are visually 

minimized, and we should conclude that the graph of the data has to be read directly and it 
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would demonstrate a radical drop in pH at the end of 1991 followed by a gradual return over 

3 years. 

 So, something happened, an event at the end of 1991 and the beginning of 1992, 

which caused the pH to drop to 5 and then 4, that is a rise in hydrogen ions by 1000 fold 

over a matter of a few months.  This event is wiped out by the arching trend curve.  

 What was the event?  We surmise that it was a natural event since mining was not 

going on. Going back in climate records [using Hillsboro precipitation records] we find that 

1991 was a very wet year (19 inches that year compared to an average of about 12 inches) 

with 4.70 inches of it in December.  The next year, April gave us 1.52 inches and May, 5.45 

inches.  That is almost 12 inches in the 6 months when the pH changed radically, double 

average percipitation.   

 It is very likely that percipitation increased the acidity of the pit water.  1992 and 

1993 were also wet years, and during those years the pit remained acidic.  From September, 

1993, until July, 1999, we entered into drought years, when only three times in six years did 

monthly percipitation reach over 3 inches..   There is little evidence that neutralization would 

occur without the drought.   

 Notice further that none of the percipitation causing the acidity was a once in 100 

years event.  These were unusual but not even rare occurrences.  Indeed, at the end of the 

period documented the pH started dropping as the rains returned.  

 If that can occur when no fresh mining is taking place, we should suggest that acidity 

is going to be a problem in the pitlake when mining starts and periodically even without 

mining.  The ground is not basic enough to cope with freshly formed acids from heavy 

precipitation.  It will do so over several years,  but in the interim the acid is still a threat to 

man, beast, fowl and fish in the surface water.  And it may be so in the ground water. 
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 This hypothesis needs much further study, more data over a longer period of time 

and matched with more location specific climatological data. 
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Memorandum on Copper Flat Project 
 

To:  The Bureau of Land Management 
        Department of the Interior 
 
CC:  Mining and Minerals Division 
        NM EMNR Department 
 
        NM Elected Federal Officials [Senator Jeff Bingaman, Senator Tom Udall,              
 Representative Martin Heinrich, Representative Steve Pearce, Representative Ben  Lujan] 
 
From:  Max Yeh 
 Hillsboro, NM 
 
Date:  February 21, 2012 
 
Re:  Social and Economic Consequences of the Copper Flat Project 
 
 
 
I. All projections of the economic and social benefits of operating Copper Flat Mine seem 

based on optimal scenarios.  While this is understandable in terms of the mining company’s public 

relations, it is no basis for an analytical consideration of the effects of this mine.  Mining as an 

industry has the reputation of producing a boom and bust economy.  We think BLM should study if 

that is true and to estimate the extent of social and economic damage to the people of Sierra County 

and New Mexico caused by a bankruptcy.   

 While bankruptcy laws attempt to mitigate social and economic damage, we do not think the 

over-all effect of lost jobs, disrupted balance sheets, unrecoverable bills, etc. is anything but 

detrimental to the community, local and extended.  We also understand that tax laws absorb losses 

for businesses, but the damage to families and individuals is severe. 

 To this end, we suggest not only an analysis of the social and economic effects of 

bankruptcy but a study of the likelihood of bankruptcy in this particular case.  Thus, we ask for a 

historical study of bankruptcies specific to the mining industry;  a causal analysis of bankruptcies at 

this site and of their consequences;  and we ask for a risk analysis of the possibility of bankruptcy 
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using these facts in a Monte Carlo modeling of the chances of premature closure (that is, bankruptcy 

before 2040 when the reclamation is projected to be complete).  Such computer modeling is 

commonplace in the financial world and now entering the mining world.  In so far as NMCC has 

stated that it can operate the mine as long as copper prices stay above $3 a pound, we also would 

like a Monte Carlo estimate of the possibility of that historically exceptional price level enduring for 

the 17 years projected lifetime of the mining. 

 If the results of these studies show a strong possibility of failure and if the consequences of 

that failure are significantly negative for the social and economic well being of the residents, we 

think the BLM should not allow mining to go forward, though present reclamation should be 

completed. 

 

II.    In so far as the issue of water is extremely important for the social and economic well being 

of this area, no estimate of this project’s social and economic impact can avoid the comparative 

study of water use.  The EIS must include the development of a measure of overall public economic 

benefit relative to the amount of water consumed, something like a dollar value per unit water 

quantity.  Such a standard of measure can then be used to compare the economic efficiency of this 

water use with other economic alternatives.  Should such comparisons show that the Copper Flat 

project is significantly inefficient water usage economically speaking, then, its consequential impact 

must be considered negative because the loss of this water to the public would constitute a 

curtailment of more efficient economic and social development. 

 

III. The scope of the EIS must be extended downwards, like mining, as well as laterally.  The 

principle of accumulative effects applied in this case of limited water supply should mean that no 
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statement of the social and economic impact of this project can be isolated from the underlying 

issue of water quantity and the fact that this water use is non-renewable.   

For example, to consider the possibilities of jobs projected in this plan an economic benefit is 

superficial.  An in depth consideration must also count the much larger number of possible jobs the 

use of 3,300 af/a of water prevents.  The use of this much water may prevent all future economic 

development in Sierra County and significantly reduce it for the whole Lower Rio Grande water 

basin from Elephant Butte to El Paso.  We suspect that the jobs prevented will be far greater than 

the jobs created, so that, the net jobs created and the net economic benefit is negative.   

 

III. Just as the impact on the natural environment depends on the way the mining and milling 

operations are carried out, so the social and economic impact of this project needs to be gauged in 

relation to the managerial policies and practices of NMCC.  Consideration of social and economic 

impact cannot simply be an estimated number of jobs created.  The quality of jobs, the level of 

salaries, special workers’ health protections for working in toxic conditions, the quality of insurance 

for long-term for health related effects all need accounting for in an assessment.  Furthermore, the 

impact on local needs must be addressed;  for example, if NMCC provides its workers on site 

housing, food services, and other needed services, the benefit to the local economy from the jobs 

created would be minimized.  All aspects of NMCC’s economic plan need be stated and included in 

a social and economic impact study.   

 

IV. NMCC has said it intends to recruit young people as interns.  Since interns are not covered 

by employee laws and regulations protecting them in regards discrimination, low salaries, safety and 

health hazards, harassment, etc., the BLM has an obligation to require reasonable policies and 
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practice of fairness in NMCC’s treatment of interns, to see that these are set forth to interns during 

recruitment, and to see that they are adhered to.     
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 5:04 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: Fwd: memo on Copper Flat Mine for EIS scoping

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Date: February 24, 2012 11:53:43 AM MST 
To: "Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net)" <dhenney2@cox.net> 
Subject: FW: memo on Copper Flat Mine for EIS scoping 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: maxyeh@windstream.net [mailto:maxyeh@windstream.net]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 11:14 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: Representative Ben Lujan; Representative Steve Pearce; Representative Martin Heinrich; 
Senator Tom Udall; Senator Jeff Bingaman; NM OSE; NM ED, Ground Water Quality; NM 
EMNRD 
Subject: memo on Copper Flat Mine for EIS scoping 
 
Doug, 
 
Here is another memo for the scoping files in the Copper Flat project. 
 
Max 
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Nathan LaFont lafont@elephantbutteinn.com 401 Highway 195 Elephant Butte  NM
 87935 Elephant Butte Inn Social/economic effects  
 
I am very concerned with the economic impact to Sierra County. Our County is facing a 
decreasing population and we are in need of a project of this scope to improve our economy. I 
feel that the Copper Flat Mine will face various hurdles to achieve their project and I support 
their effort. 
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 5:17 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: Fwd: Today's cooperating agencies meeting

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Haywood, Doug" <dhaywood@blm.gov> 
Date: February 24, 2012 8:58:15 AM MST 
To: "Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net)" <dhenney2@cox.net>, "Nash, Mohammad H" 
<mhnash@blm.gov> 
Subject: FW: Today's cooperating agencies meeting 

Dave, 
  
Please see the note below and make sure that we include it with the comments. 
  
Thanks, 
Douglas Haywood 
  
  
From: Jens Deichmann [mailto:jdeichmann@themacresourcesgroup.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 8:19 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Cc: Norma Perez 
Subject: Fwd: Today's cooperating agencies meeting 
  
Doug. Thanks for the well-run meetings. It was a very good start to the public process 
Norma Perez asked that I forward this to you  
Best regards, Jens 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Perez, Norma, NMENV" <Norma.Perez@state.nm.us> 
Date: February 24, 2012 7:28:41 AM MST 
To: Jens Deichmann <jdeichmann@themacresourcesgroup.com> 
Subject: RE: Today's cooperating agencies meeting 

Jens, 
  
Thanks for a good scoping meeting. It was a bit difficult to hear some of the cooperating 
agency meeting except for you, Doug, and Kurt who probably were sitting next to the 
phone. The only air quality issue that came up was from a resident of Animas who was 
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2

concerned about wind moving dust from the tailings piles towards Animas. I did drive out 
to that community the next morning and could understand the concern since Animas was 
certainly downwind and downstream of the mine in a land depression. Mohammed 
brought up the idea of a stand of trees being planted as a preventative option although 
watering the trees with the main concern of water usage at the mine being an issue 
should be considered when weighing this type of option. Let me know details of the 
meeting on the 21st which I am assuming is March 21st but couldn't quite hear. Please 
forward this to Doug as my input for the EIS. 
  
Norma 

 
From: Jens Deichmann [jdeichmann@themacresourcesgroup.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2012 12:16 PM 
To: Mendoza, Andrea J., OSE; Thacker, Cheryl S., OSE; Intermont, 
Donna, NMENV; Shepherd, Holland, EMNRD; Myers, Kevin, OSE; 
Vollbrecht, Kurt, NMENV; Perez, Norma, NMENV; Jankowitz, Rachel J., 
DGF; Ray Irwin 
Subject: Today's cooperating agencies meeting 

I just checked with the TorC convention center and they have no phone available. 
Our default is to use my cell phone on speaker. It may not be the best quality but 
hopefully will be adequate for anyone calling in.  
The conference call information is: 
760-984-1000 
PIN 1087 467 
Sorry for any inconvenience.  Please let us know if you cannot hear and we'll try 
to adjust the phone. 
Thanks, Jens 
 
--  
Jens Deichmann 
Permitting Manager - Regulatory 
Copper Flat Mine 
THEMAC Resources Group, LTD. 
2425 San Pedro NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Office: 505.830.6920 
Mobile: 505.681.2536 
Fax: 505.881.4616 
www.themacresourcesgroup.com 
This e-mail and any attachment may be confidential and privileged or otherwise 
protected from disclosure. It is solely intended for the person(s) named above. If 
you are not the intended recipient, any reading, use, disclosure, copying or 
distribution of all or parts of this e-mail or associated attachments is strictly 
prohibited. If you are not an intended recipient, please notify the sender 
immediately by replying to this message or by telephone and delete this e-mail 
and any attachments permanently from your system.  
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terms
available. of

water Copper Flats will adversely affect of Hillsboro Water.

July 19, 2011 the of Directors Hillsboro Water requested
State provide it with assurances

would not adversely affect the welfare, and livelihood
attached). of

assurance.

Therefore, we request actions by Bureau Management and its agents.
One, that a fully scoped funded Impact Assessment be included in the

particular emphasis on the social disruption of
proposal on supply of (and it support the first) that a
comprehensive mapping assessment used by Hillsboro Water and
the proposed Copper Flats Mine - to include areas to west of Hillsboro as as the

of the Black Range - performed that a predictive assessment modeling
developed which will supply will to

the point of endangering livelihood of of Hillsboro

all lagging indicators.
likely that it will not
reason, that the nO\.JCl.I,r"'IoI"'U'Vl\OI"lT

- as I ..... r""' .........
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Annual J.)rinking Water Quality Report
Hillsboro MDWCA

June 28,20.11

We're pleased to present to you this yeats Annual Quality Water Report. This report is
designed to infonn you about the' quality water and services we deliver to you every day.
Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water.
We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water treatment
process and protect our water resources. We are committed to ensuring the quality of your

water. Our water source comes from two (2):prodnction=wells, which draw water from the
Rio Grand Basin.

I'm pleased to report that our drinking water is safe and meets federal and state
requirements. This report shows our water quality and what it means. If you have any
questions about this report or concerning your water utilitY, please con'fa(,1: Gary Gritzbaugh
(505) 895-5349.

Hillsboro MDWCA routinely monitors for constituents in your drinking water according to
Federal and State laws. This tabie shows the results of our monitoring for the period of

January 1st to December 31 st, 2010. As water travels over the land or underground, it can
pick up substances or contaminants such as microbes, inorganic and organic chemicals, and
radioactive substances. All drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may be
reasonably expected to contain at least small amounts of some constituents. It's important
to remember that the presence ofthese constituents does not necessarily pose a health risk.

In this table you will find many terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To
help you better understand these tenns we've provided the following definitions:
Non-Detects (ND) - laboratory analysis indicates that the COl1tanllnant is not present
Parts per million (ppm) or Milligr:ams per liter (mgll) .. one part per million corresponds to
one minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000.
Parts per billion (Ppb) or Micrograms per liter .. one part per billion corresponds to one
minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000.
Parts per trillion (ppt) or Nanograms per liter (nanograms/l) - one part per trillion
corresponds to one minute in 2,000,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000,000.
Parts per quadrillion (ppq) or Picograms per liter (picograms/l) - one part per quadrillion
corresponds to one minute in 2,000,000,000 years or one penny in $10,000,000,000,000.
Picocuries per liter (peiIL) -picoc;:uries per liter is a measure ofthe radioactivity in water.
_Millirems per year (mrem/yr)-measure ofradiation absorbed by the body.
Million Fibers per Liter (MFL) .. million fibers per liter is a measure ofthe presenc-e of
asbestos fibers that are longer that1- 10 micrometers.
Nephelolnetric Turbidity Unit (Jv7IUJ -nephelometric turbidity wilt is a measure ofthe
clarity ofwater. Turbidity in exce~sof5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person.
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Souree Water Assessment Pro am (
The Hillsboro MDWCA is well maintained and operated, and sources ofdrinking water are
generally protected fronl potential sources of contanlination based on wen construction,
hydro geologic settings, and system operations and management The susceptibility rank of
the entire water system is IDGH please contact the Hillsboro MDWCA to discuss the
findings ofthe SWAPP report.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immune-compromised persons such as persons with. cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIVIAIDS or
other immune ~1'stem disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from
infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care
providers. EPAlene guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by
cryptosporidium and other microbiologica.1 contaminants are available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

In our continuing efforts to comply with the regulations ofthe Safe Drinking Water Act
and maintain a safe and dependable water supply it may be necessary to make
improvements in your wa.ter system. The costs ofthese improvements ma.y be reflected in
the rate structure. Thank you for allowing us to·continue providing your family with clean,
quality water this year and for your understanding.

\Ve at Pilllsboro :t-vID\VCA "vork around the clock to provide top quality water to every fS1p.
We ask that all our customers qelp us conserve and protect our water sources,
which are the heart of our community, OUrway of· life and ourehildren'tsfuture..

Please call any ofthe Board Members ifyou have question or would like a copy ofthis
report.

Gary Gritzbaugh 895 5349
Bob Barnes 895 5140
Qale Rice 895 5559
Richard Spellman 895 5244
Ike Wilton 895 5101



Variances & Exemptions (V&E) - State or EPA pennission not to meet an MeL or a
trea1ment technique under certain conditions Action Level- the concentration ofa
contaminant winch, if exceeded, triggers treatlnent or other requireulents which a water
system must follow.
Treatment Technique (TI') - (mandatory language) A treatment technique is a required
process intended to reduce the level ofa contaminant in drinking water.
Maximum Contaminant Level- (mandatory language) The "Maximum Allowed" (MCL) is
the highest level ofa contaminant that is allowed in drinking "vater.~1CLs are set as close
to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.
Maximum Contaminant Level Ooal- (mandatory language) The "Goal"(MCLG) is the

level ofa contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to
health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

TEST RESULTS
Contaminant Violation Level Date
(Unit YIN Detected Tested MCLG
Measuremen
t)

Microbiological Contaminants
1. Total NO NOT 1 sample 0
Coliform
Bacteria present per month

Likely
MeL Source of

Contaminati
on

presence of Naturally
coliform present in

bacteria in 5% the
ofmonthly environment

samples

Radioactive Contaminants
4. Betal NO 5.7

photon
emitters

**

12/21/04 o 50 Decay of
natural and
man-made
deposits

Erosion of
natural
deposits

Erosion of
natural
deposits
Erosion of
natural
deposits

5

15

30

o

o

o

12/21/04

12/21104

12/21/04

.12

6.91

NO

NO

NO

(pCil1)
**Note: TheMCL for Beta particles is 4mrems/year. EPA considers 50 pcill to be a level of concern for
beta particles.
5. Alpha

emitters
(pCill)
6.
Combined
radium (pCil
1)
Uranium
(pCilL

Inorganic Contaminants



7. Antimony NO <.001 8/17/10 6 6
(ppb) from

petroleum
refineries;
fire
retardants;

solder
8. Arsenic NO .001 8/17110 0 10 Erosion of

(ppb) natural
deposits;
funofffrom
orchards;
runoff from
glass and
electronics
production
wastes

10. Barium NO <.1 8117/10 2 2 Discharge of
(ppm) drilling

wastes;
discharge
from metal
refineries;
erosion of
natural
deposits

11. NO <.001 8/17/10 4 4 Discharge
BerylJium from metal
(ppb) refineries

and coal-
burning
factories;
discharge
from
electrical,
aerospace,
and defense
industries

12. NO <.001 8/17110 5 5 Corrosion of
Cadmium galvanized
(ppb) pipes;

erosion of
natural
deposits;
discharge
from metal
refineries;
runoff from
waste
batteries and
paints

13. NO .001 8/17/10 100 100 Discharge
Chromium from steel
(ppb) and pulp

mills;
erosion of
natural
deposits



14. Copper NO .16648 1/09/09 1.3 AL=L3 Corrosion of
(ppm household

plumbing
systems;
erosion of
natural
deposits;
leaching
from wood
preservative
s

15. Cyanide NO No 1/07 200 200 Discharge
(ppb)

Detects
from steel!
metal
factories;
discharge
from plastic
and fertilizer
factories

16. Fluoride NO .34 5/31/07 4 4 Erosion of
(ppm) natural

deposits;
water
additive
which
promotes
strong teeth;
discharge
from
fertilizer and
aluminum
factories

17. Lead NO .00281 1/09/09 0 AL=15 Corrosion of
(ppb) household

plumbing
systems,
erosion of
natural
deposits

18. Mercury NO .0002 8/17110 2 2 Erosion of
(inorganic) natural
(ppb) deposits;

discharge
from
refineries
and
factories;
runoff from
landfills;
runoff from
cropland

Nickel N/A .01 8117/10 100 N/A Erosion of
(unregulated natural
) deposits;
ppb discharge

from mining
and refining



22. Thallium NO .001 8/17/10 0.5 2
(ppb)

NO 40 8/17/10 NoMCL
23. Sodium

19. Nitrate
(as Nitrogen)
(ppm)

20. Nitrite
(as Nitrogen)
(ppm)

21. Selenium
(ppb)

NO

NO

NO

.5

.5

.005

6/03/09

6/03/09

8117/10

10

50

10

50

Runoff from
fertilizer
use;
leaching
from septic
tanks,
sewage;
erosion of
natural
deposits
Discharge
from
petroleum
and metal
refineries;
erosion of
natural
deposits;
discharge
from mines
Leaching
from ore
processing
sites;
discharge
from
electronics,
glass, and
drug
factories

By-product
of drinking
water
chlorination

By-product
of drinking
water
chlorination

80

60

o

o

Synthetic Organic Contaminants including Pesticides and
Herbicides: ND
Volatile Organic Contaminants: ND
Disinfection By-Products
HAAS NO 1.15 7/17/08
[Total
Haloacetic
Acids]
(ppb)

TTHM NO 16.8 6/03/09
[Total
trihalometha
nes]
(ppb)

What does this mean?

As you can see by the table, our system had no violations.. We're proud that your
drinking water meets or exceeds aU Federal and State requirements.. We have
learned through our monitoring and testing that some contaminants have been
detected.. The EPA has determined that your water IS SAFE at these levels..

We constantly monitor for various contaminants in the water supply to meet all regulatory
requirements..



wasteo
samples

per year

6.20

NO

E.coli



ANALYTICAL REPORT

soil water and A ir T eating Lab
New Mexico State University
BOX 30003
Las Cruces, NM 88003
(575)646-4422

To: Hillsboro MDWCA
PO Box 432

Hillsboro; NM 88042

575-895-5306

Purchase Order #

Date:

Page 1 of ... .
Report # 0101CXJ/4()(,;

Below are the results for Lead/Copper Rule. (MDL=Method detection limit)

Date of
~IDL Analysis Analyst

0.27 01109/09 MBL
0.05 01/09/09 MBL

06:30

11:04

Grab

Betty Reynolds Residence
09/19/08 Sample collection time:

09/23/08 Submittal time:

Request ID No. Collector:

:sarnOIIll2: Information:

Element Method Result Units

Copper 200.8 12.61 ugiL
Lead 200.8 0.35

Sample I.D. AC14373

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:

Submittal date:

WSS# 14127

05:30

11:04

RBOWEN

Grab

Bowen Kitchen 19 Carro Ln
09/18/08 Sample collection time:

09/23/08 Submittal time:
Request ID No. Collector:

Satnpllin2: Information:

Sample I.D. AC14374

Sample Description:

Sample collection date:

Submittal date:
WSS# 14127

Element

Copper
Lead

Date of
Method Result Units MDL Analysis Analyst

200.8 17.04 ugiL 0.27 01/09/09 MBL
200.8 1.91 0.05 01/09/09 MBL

Sample 1.0. AC14375

07:40

11:04

BPEARLMAN

Grab

Sample collection time:

Submittal time:

Collector:

UUl.l1J./lUlJ;::. Information:

Old Powerhouse

09/20/08

09/23/08
Request ID No.

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:

Submittal date:

WSS# 14127

Date of
Element Method Result Units MDL Analysis Analyst

Copper 200.8 166.48 ugiL 0.27 01/09/09 MBL
Lead 200.8 2.25 ugiL 0.05 01109/09 MBL



)0140&

05:45
11:04

BLOWMAN
Grab

Sample collection time:
Submittal time:

Collector:
:sarnplmg Information:

Barbara Lowman Res
09/19/08
09/23/08

Request ID No.

Sample I.D. AC14376

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:
Submittal date:
WSS# 14127

Date of

Element Method Result Units MDL Analysis Analyst

Copper 200.8 50.22 ugiL 0.27 01/09109 MBL
Lead 200.8 0.54 0.05 01/09/09 MBL

06:00
11:04

JHUBBER
Grab

Sample collection time:
Submittal time:

Collector:
"'""",.... 11 ....... Information:

Rubber Jean Residence
09/18/08
09/23/08

Request ID No.

Sample 1.0. AC14377

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:
Submittal date:
WSS# 14127

Date of

Element Method Result Units MDL Analysis Analyst

Copper 200.8 145.07 ugiL 0.27 01/09/09 MBL
Lead 200.8 1.33 0.05 01/09/09 MBL

17:07

11:04
TROBERTS
Grab

Sample collection time:

Submittal time:
Collector:

::'>al:nplmJ?; Information:

Inga McCord Residence
09/19/08

09/23/08
Request ID No.

Sample J.D. AC14378

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:

Submittal date:
WSS# 14127

Date of

Element Method Result Units MDL Analysis Analyst

Copper 200.8 158.27 ugiL 0.27 01/14/09 MBL
Lead 200.8 2.81 0.05 01/14/09 MBL

01114/09 MBL
01/14/09 MBL

0.27
0.05

Date of
MDL Analysis Analyst

17:07

11:04
TROBERTS
Grab

ugiL

UnitsResult

35.32
2.32

Metbod

200.8
200.8

Nelson kitchen-537 Rosa St
09/19/08 Sample collection time:

09/23/08 Submittal time:
Request ID No. Collector:

~arnplmg Information:

Copper
Lead

Element

Sample I.D. AC14379

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:

Submittal date:
\VSS# 14127

07:10

11:04
E SPRINGER
Grab

Date of

MDL Analysis Analyst

0.27 01/14/09 MBL
0.05 01/14/09 MBL

Units

ugiL
ugfL

Result

61.25
Not detected

Sample collection time:
Submittal time:

Collector:
",rn"nl"'Hr Information:

Method

200.8
200.8

09/18/08
Kitchen- 184 Elenora St.

09/23/08
Request 1D No.

Element

Sample I.D. AC14380

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:
Submittal date:
WSS# 14127

Copper
Lead



Page 3
Report #

17:40
11:04

TROBERSTS
Grab

Sample collection time:
Submittal time:

Collector:
" .....,... 1', ... 0" Information:

Sterling Roberts House
09/19/08
09/23/08

Request ID No.

Sample I.D. AC14381

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:
Submittal date:
WSS# 14127

Date of
Element Method Result Units MDL Analysis Analyst

Copper 200.8 63.25 ug/L 0.27 01/14/09 MBL
Lead 200.8 4.57 0.05 01/14/09 MBL

Sample I.D. AC14382

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:

Submittal date:
WSS# 14127
Sample Purpose:

17:17

11:04
TROBERSTS
Grab

Element

Copper
Lead

Method

200.8
200.8

Result

580.53
0.30

Units

ug/L
ug/L

Date of

MDL Analysis Analyst

0.27 01/14/09 MBL
0.05 01/14/09 MBL

Results relate only to the items tested. This report shall not be reproduced except in full,

without the written approval of the laboratory. This laboratory is accredited by the American

Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA) and the results shown in this report have been

determined in accordance with the laboratory's terms of accreditation unless stated otherwise

in the report. Those tests not presently accredited are noted by a hyphen.

have questions concerning these data.



SOil water and A ir Testing Lab
New Mexico state university
BOX 30003
Las Cruces, NM 88003
(575)646-4422

Date:

Page

Report

08/23/10

1 of d
# (COgS;3 /L(;; f~'"l

To: Hillsboro MDWCA
Attn: Ben Lewis

P.O. Box :i2l
Hillsboro, NM 88042

ANALYTICAL REPORT

Purchase Order #

Below are the~results for VOCs. (MDL= Method detection limit)

Sample I.D. AC35487

Sample Description: EP #1 SP 141270051
Sample collection date: 08/17/10 Sample collection time: 13:08

Submittal date: 08/18/10 Submittal time: 10:38
WSS# 14127 Request ID No. U089816 Collector: A. ROI\1ERO
Sample Purpose~ Co_m....::p,-l_ia_n_ce S_am_·-=-p_li_ng=-_In_f_o_rm__at_io_n_:_G.rab

Date of

Compound Method Result Units J.\riDL Analysis Analyst
VOCs by Purgeffrap GC-MS 524.2 ug/L 08/19/10 MAC
Benzene 524.2 < DetectLmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
Carbon tetrachloride 524.2 < Detect Lmt ugiL 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
Chlorobenzene 524.2 < Detect Lmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
l,2-Dichlorobenzene 524.2 < DetectLmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/iO MAC
l,4-Dichlorobenzene 524.2 < DetectLmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
1,2-Dichioroethane 524.2 < Detect Lmt ug/l.. 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
1,1-Dichloroethene 524.2 < Detect Lmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
cis-l,2-Dichloroethene 524.2 < Detect Lmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
trans-I ,2-Dichloroethem; 524.2 < Detect Lmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
l,2-Dichloropropane 524.2 < Detect Lmt uglL 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
Ethylbenzene 524.2 < Detect Lmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
Methylene chloride 524.2 < DetectLmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
Styrene 524.2 < DctectLmt ug/L 0.5 08119/10 MAC
Tetrachloroethene 524.2 < Detect Lmt ugIL 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
Toluene ·524.2 < Detect Lmt ug/L 0.5 08/19110 MAC
1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene 524.2 < DetectLmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
1,1,I-Trichloroethane 524.2 < DetectLmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
1,1,2-Trichloroethane 524.2 < Detect Lmt uglL 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
Trichloroethene 524.2 < Detect Lmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
Vinyl chloride 524.2 < Detect Lrot uWL 0.4 08/19/10 MAC
Xylenes 524.2 < Detect Lmt ug/L 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
Trip Blank 524.2 none sent ug/L 08/19/10 MAC



Report # !O()g(/c) 3/'-(:/7

Results relate only to the items tested. This report shall not be reproduced except in fUll,

without the written approval of the laboratory. This laboratory is accrdited by the American

Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA) and the results shown in this report have been

determined in accordance with the laboratory's terms of accreditation unless stated otherwise

in the report. Those tests nor presently accredited are noted by an asterisk.

have questions concerning these data.



ANALVfICAL REPORT

S oil water and A ir T eating Lab
New Mexico state university
BOX 30003
Las Cruces,NM 88003
(575)646-4422

To: Hillsboro MDWCA
Attn: Ben Lewis

P.O. Box 521
Hillsboro, NM 88042 Purchase Order #

Date: 08/251

Page 1 of I ". (
rY',,'",)'or """l~) / /6c .Report # l \..J..- (J 17',,/

Below are the resldts for SDWA Inorganic Analysis. (MDL=Method detection limit)

Sample I.D. AC3.5493 Submitter Code: 070

13:07

10:58

A.ROMERO
Grab

Sample collection time:

Submittal time:

Collector:
Sampling Information:

#1 SP 141270051
08/17/10

08/18/10
Request ID No. U089815

Compliance

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:

Submittal date:

WSS# 14127
Sample Purpose;

'------"------------=-_::....-_-----------------

Element

Cyanide, Total

Method

4500-CN_C&E

Result

< Detect Lmt

Units

mgjL

Date of
MDL Analysis Analyst

0.03 08/23/10 SES

Results relate on:~:y to the items tested. This report shall not be reproduced except in full,

without the written approval of the laboratory. This laboratory is accredited by the American

Association for L~boratory Accreditation (A2LA) and the results shown in this report have been

determined in accDrdance with the laboratory's terms of accreditation unless stated otherwise

in the report. Those tests not presently accredited are noted by a hyphen.

Please a

Respect

you have questions concerning these data.

d,



ANALYTICAL REPORT

soil water and Air Testing Lab
New Mexico state University
BOX 30003
Las Cruces, NM 88003
(575) 646-44:.7:2

To: Hillsboro MDWAC
Attn: Ben Lewis

P.o. Box 521
Hillsboro, NM 88042 Purchase Order #

Date:

Page 1 of (

Report #100 8c9{p(3

Below are the results for SDWA Inorganic Analysis. (MDL=Method detection limit)

Sample 1.0. AC35493 Submitter Code: 070
Sample Dcscripi~on: EP #1 SF 141270051

Date of
MDL Analysis Analyst

0.01 08/25/10 BJH

13:06

11:02
A.ROMERO
Grab

Units

mglL

Result

OAO

Sample collection time:

Submittal time:
Collector:

::>almp,t1n,g Information:

Method

4500-F_C

08/17/10
08/18/10

Request ID No. U089814

Sample collection: date:

Submittal date:
WSS# 14127

Fluoride by electrode

Element

Results relate only to the items tested. This report shall not be reproduced except in full,

without the writt~n approval of the laboratory. This laboratory is accredited by the American
"Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA) and the results shown in this report have been

determined in acc~rdance with the laboratory's terms of accreditation unless stated otherwise

in the report. Those tests not presently accredited are noted by a hyphen.

have questions concerning these data.



soil water and A ir Testing Lab
Rew Mexico state Vniversity
BOX 30003
Las Cruces, NM 88003
(575)646-4422

Date: 08/20/10

Page 1 of«

Report i I () (fl CXJff 5 7

ANALYTICAL REPORT

To: Hillsboro MDWCA
Attn: Ben Lewis

P.O. Box 521
Hillsboro, NM 88042 Purchase Order #

Below are the res~Jltsfor SOWA Inorganic Analysis. (MDL=Method detection limit)

13:05

11:06
A.ROMERO
Grab

Submitter Code: 070

Sample collection time:

Submittal time:
Collector:

Sampling Information:

EP #1 SP 141270051
08/17/10

08/18/10
Request ID No. 0089813

Compliance

Sample I.D. AOSSOO

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:

Submittal date:
WSS# 14127
Sample Purpose:

Element

Nitrate/nitrite as N

Method

353.2

Result

0.49

Units

mgIL

Date of
MDL Analysis Analyst

0.02 08/19/10 CAW

Results relate only to the items tested. This report shall not be reproduced except in full,

without the writt~n approval of the laboratory. This laboratory is accredited by the American

Association for i~~oratory Accreditation (A2LA) and the results shown in this report have been

determined in accQrdance with the laboratory's terms of accreditation unless stated otherwise

in the report. Tllose tests not presently accredited are noted by a hyphen.

Pleasenadviso should you have questions concerning these data.
Respe¢£fully sub~itted,

,( 1'"/ fi
//' i}

~~-_.. _' I 1/1

~JI;l
La~oratory MQn~ker

it 1
(575) 646-4"412 '"

~/
ji~l



ANALYl'ICAL REPORT

soil water and Agricultural Testing Lab
New Mexico state University
BOX 30003
Las Cruces, NM 88003
(505)646-4422

To: Hillsboro MDWCA

Attn: Ben Lewis

P.o. Box 521

Hillsboro, NM 88042 Purchase Order #

Date:

Page 1 of ,

Report # 'DOellDt l Di

Below are the results for submitted sample(s). (MDL=Method detection limit)

10:52
A.ROMERO
Grab

13:20
SP 141270001

Sample collection time:
Submittal time:

Collector:
~arnplmg Information:

Dist System
08/17/10

08/18/10
Request ID No. D089817

Sample J.D. AC35491

Sample Description:
Sample collection date:
Submittal date:
WSS# 14127

Method Result Units MDL Date of Analyst
Element Analysis

Haloacetic acids by EPA 552.1 552.1 ugIL 09/08/10 JIM
Dibromoacetic acid 552.1 <det.limit ugiL 0.8 09/08/10 JIM
Dichloroacetic acid 552.1 <det.limit uglL 1.5 09/08110 JIM
Monobromoacetic acid 552.1 <det.limit ugIL 1.2 09/08/10 JIM
Monochioroacetic acid 552.1 <det.limit uglL 1.3 09/08/10 JIM
Trichloroacetic acid 552.1 <det.litnit ugiL 0.9 09/08/10 JIM
Total Haloacetic acids 552.1 <det.limit ugIL 15, 09/08/10 JIM

W Total Trihalomethanes 524.2 ugiL 08/19/10 MAC
bromodichlormethane 524.2 0.62 ugiL 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
bromoform 524.2 2.88 uglL 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
dibromochloromethane 524.2 2.56 ugiL 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
chloroform 524.2 < DetectLmt uglL 0.5 08/19/10 MAC
Total trihalomethanes 524.2 6.1 uglL 0.5 08/19/10 MAC

Results relate only to the items tested. This report shall not be reproduced except in full,
without the written approval of the laboratory. This laboratory is accredited by the American
Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA) and the results shown in this report have been
determined n accordance with the laboratory's terms of accreditation unless stated otherwise
in the re t. Those tests not presently accredited are noted by a hyphen.

have questions concerning these data.



rATE OF NEW MEXICO

SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

1101 Camino de Salud, NE

Albuquerque, NM 87102
AIR & HEAVY METALS SECTION

(505)-383-9000
(505)-383-9033

SAMPLE COLLECTION: DATE: 8/17/2010

MATRIX: wpn

FACiLITY: Hillsboro MDWCA

SAMPLING LOCATION: ENTRY POINT #1

TIME: 13:10

BY: ROMERO 2265

SLD No.:
REQUEST ID No.: 2398192

RECEiVED AT SlD: 8/27/2010

USER: 55000

SUBMITTER: 70

WSS #: NM3514127

Hillsboro MDWCA

DISTRIBUTION TO:

User

Submitter

Client

SLD

Practical Ouantitation Limit (POL) is defined as 10 times the Method Detection Limit (MOL)

ANALYTICAL RESULTS

ement
~-_._._.

ltimony

'senic

Result

<0.001

0.001

Dilution
Factor

Sample
Det. Limit.

0.001

0.001

0.1

Analyst

smp

smp

Data
Qualifier

lboratory Comments:
Chain of Custody Sample.

ta Qualifier Codes and Definitions

=See comments section below.

=Anaiyte detected in laboratory blank

" Spike recovery between 80 and 120%

"Spike recovery <80% or >120%

=Value exceeded calibration range

, Matrix interference suspected

=Inconsistent results

= Sample analyzed in duplicate

Sample analyzed in Triplicate

: Estimated quantity (reference only)

Reviewed by: Robert Henning
or by: Catrina Johnson

K =Holding time exceeded at laboratory

l '" Equals or exceeds USEPA Mel

M = Equals or exceeds USEPA action level

N = Insufficient sample to verify results

0= Internal Standards(s) <60% or >125% when analyzed straight

P =Sample rejected/voided at laboratory

Q = Sample submitted to laboratory past holding time

R = Results based on four or more replicates

S = Relative percent difference between duplicates> 10%(waters)

T =Relative percent difference between duplicates> 30%(5OOS)

Page 1 of 1

Chemist A, Air & Heavy Metals Section
Chemist 0, Air & Heavy MetatsSection

Printed: 1/10/2011 eln,



March 5, 2012

Mangi Environmental Group
7927 Jones Branch Drive
Mclean, Virginia 22102

Re: Copper Flat Mine

To Whom it May Concern:

As a resident of Animas Creek, New Mexico, I am gravely concerned about reopening
the proposed mine at Copper Flats. The short-term gain in jobs (most of which will not go
to local residents) cannot justify the possible and likely destruction of a fragile ecosystem
that is unique, the largest stand of Arizona sycamore in the world.

I have been an organic farmer for 40 years, and have called Animas Creek my home for
the last 12 years. We have seen the effects of a severe drought the last ten years.
Sometimes our wells pump sand in the heat of summer .... Sometimes the trees lose their
leaves in July for lack of groundwater. Years ago when Copper Flat first opened, the
wells were pumping sand within three months. Animas Creek is 3000 feet from these
wells, and yet hydrologists are saying it's not the same aquifer. Yeah, right.

To think that, for the enrichment of a "corporation", people far from here who care not
for this land would think we could sit back and acquiesce to such a thing is
unconscionable. At what point are we, as fellow humans inhabiting the earth, going to
encourage, nay, demand sustainable economics?

I would hope that you are truly an independent agency with autonomy, and that your
assessment of the environmental impact this mine will have SOLJthern New Mexico and
Animas Creek will be an honorable, just and fair one.

Sincerely,

"j '~~\ ) .~ S <-

Rand Berger
HC 31 Box 71 A
Animas Creek, New Mexico 87931
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1

Meghan Morse

Subject: FW: COPPER FLATS MINE EIS

From: Haywood, Doug [mailto:dhaywood@blm.gov]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 11:54 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: COPPER FLATS MINE EIS 
 
Another. 
 

From: rick burns [mailto:roryrick@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 10:34 AM 
To: Haywood, Doug 
Subject: COPPER FLATS MINE EIS 
 
Greetings: 
 
I am writing to voice my concerns regarding the proposed opening of copper flats mine near my home on Animas Creek. 
 
In the past several hydrologists have been hired to produce models showing the effects on water levels caused by 
pumping water for the mine's operation. Even though these models were done by learned "experts" in the field of 
hydrology none of these models agree with one another. These discrepancies seem to reflect that the results seem to 
agree with the wishes of the people that buy the results. The only REAL test that would show REAL results would be to 
allow ten or more years of pumping. 
 
Since this is the case I feel any permitting of the operation should include a clause that stipulates that the permittee 
purchase a bond of sufficient funds to compensate any senior water right user any cost incurred to deepen their wells if 
their water level drops. 
 
Other concerns about the mine site are: air pollution, water pollution, noise pollution and light pollution. These issues 
need to be addressed before operations commence. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rick Burns 
HC 31 Box 90 
Caballo,  NM 87931 
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Rebecca Dow rebecca.dow@appletreeeducation.org 806 Sierra Vista  TorC  NM
 87901 AppleTree Educational Center Social/economic effects  
 
The average household income in Sierra County is only 34K per year. Sierra County is the 
second poorest county in the state. Considering that less than 34% of adults have a high school 
diploma or higher, the jobs/wages to be offered by the Copper Flat Mines are a great need and 
offer hope to a community plagued with the negative effects associated with poverty.   
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1

Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 2:33 PM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Mine

 
 

From: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments [mailto:BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 1:30 PM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Copper Flat Mine 
 
 
 

From: REBECCA HALLGARTH [mailto:rhallgarth@msn.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 8:53 AM 
To: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments 
Subject: Copper Flat Mine 
 
I sent the following comments several days ago through the website, www.cuflateis.com.  I don't know if there is 
generally an acknowledgment of comments received, but since I didn't get an acknowledgment, I'm resubmitting the 
comments by e-mail to be sure that they're received. 
 
 
--  I haven't been able to find exact information about the amount of water that the Copper Flats 
mine would be expected to use, but in its publicity, Themac does state that it would be about the 
amount used by "five to seven average Southwestern golf courses".  This is a huge amount of water. 
In this very dry area, such an intensive new use of water would be extremely short-sighted.  The 
mine's water use could be expected to draw down the groundwater over a large area and affect the 
quantity and possibly the quality of water that current residents and businesses depend on.  It would 
also foreclose other options for economic development in the future, very likely  for many years in 
the future, well beyond the 17-year expected life of the mine. 
 

--  I question whether scoping meetings held only in Truth or Consequences and Hillsboro effectively 
address the potentially affected parties.   Given the amount of water that would be used in the mine 
operations, it seems likely that effects would be felt, eventually if not immediately, by irrigators and 
other residents lower in the Rio Grande Valley.   
 

--  In the February 22 scoping meeting in Hillsboro, a proponent of the mine commented that no 
development comes without risk.  This is probably true.  However, the risks associated with a project 
should be borne by those proposing it and who stand to gain from it, not by the surrounding 
community.  If, after thorough study, BLM concludes that the mine should be permitted, any permit 
issued should be contingent on a continuing showing that the mine operation is not affecting area 
water wells. 
 

--  As a condition of the permit, the mine owners should be required to commit to bearing the cost of 
repairing any structural damage caused to area buildings by mining activities, such as blasting.  It 
should be presumed that damage of the type caused by earth movements is the result of mine 
operations, if it appears concurrent with or shortly after detonations at the mine.   
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 6

1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200
DALLAS TX 75202-2733

March 08, 2012

Mr. Bill Childress
Bureau of Land Management
Las Cruces District Office
1800 Manquess Street
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Dear Mr. Childress:

...

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Region 6, has reviewed the .I=""

February 3, 2012, Request for Public Comments on the project. The EPA reviews EIS's
accordance with its responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act. Section 309 of the Clean Air Act directs EPA to
review and comment in writing on the environmental impacts of any major Federal
agency action. EPA will review the Draft EIS for this project, and provide a rating of
both the environmental impact of the proposed action and the adequacy of analysis and
disclosure in the NEPA document.

EPA has particular concerns regarding protection and maintenance of surface and
ground water quality, given the geochemical and hydrological uncertainties often
involved with such mining projects. It will be important for the EIS to include detailed
analysis and disclosure ofpotential surface and ground water quality impacts associated
with the proposed mine, particularly in regard to potential mobilization and transport of
toxic heavy metals, especially in tailings disposal and waste rock pile seepage, and
seepage from the underground mine pool following mine closure.

It will also be important to address the financial viability of New Mexico Copper
Corporation to carry out and complete necessary mine closure, tailings impoundment
reclamation, and other reclamation and closure activities following mining that will
assure protection ofsurface and ground water quality over the long-term.

We are enclosing detailed scoping comments regarding environmental concerns
that should be considered for evaluation during the EIS process for the Copper Flat Mine
project. It is EPA's goal that the EIS fulfill the basic intent ofNEPA to provide full
public disclosure of all foreseeable direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental
impacts of the proposed project, and encompass to the maximum extent possible the
environmental and public involvement requirements of State and Federal laws, Executive
Orders, and policies (e.g., Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act, E.G.
11990-Protection of Wetlands, etc,).

Our experience has shown that when environmental concerns are thoroughly
evaluated, the EIS is a more meaningful document, and better decisions result. We
sincerely hope that the enclosed EIS guidance and scoping comments will be beneficial

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov/region6
RecycledlRecyclable. Printed With Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Recycled Paper, Process Chlorine Free
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as the EIS is prepared. EPA will be reviewing and providing comment on the Draft and
Final EIS' s for this project in accordance with our responsibilities under NEPA and
Section 309 of the Clean Air Act.

EPA appreciates the opportunity to comment. Please send our office two hard
copies and three cds of the DEIS at the same time that you send copies to the Office of
Federal Activities for filing. If you have any questions, please contact Mike Jansky of
my staff at (214) 665-7451 or e-mail him at jansky.michael@epa.cov for assistance.

Si cerely,./

~l(J,.,A6..-
Rhonda Smith _
Chief, Office of Planning

and Coordination

Enclosure
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DETAILED SCOPING COMMENTS
FOR THE PREPARATION

OF AN
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

FOR COPPER FLAT MINE
SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

2012 MAR 12 Ar-'ll!: I 4

The following comments are intended to provide a scope of issues, consistent with EPA's
concerns that will assist in the preparation ofan environmental impact statement (EIS) for this
project. Each project analysis has its own unique scope, affected environment, past, present, and
and reasonably foreseeable future impacts, and will require its own level of analysis. For this
reason, it is not our intent to provide either a checklist or standard format. Instead, we have
attempted to present the primary issues we consider most relevant for this type of project as well
as those items that have occasionally not been sufficiently addressed in similar analyses. Our
goal is to provide guidance for conducting the project analysis so that it results in a
comprehensive assessment of the environmental effects, public disclosure ofall reasonably
foreseeable direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental impacts, and ultimately an improved
decision-making process for selecting among the project alternatives.

Clear in-depth analysis ofall relevant issues is a requirement for the preparation ofan
EIS. All activities and associated impacts related to project implementation must be disclosed.
Readability, a logical presentation of information, consistency between sections of the
assessment and clarity are important to the reader. EPA appreciates the effort and resources that
are committed to the preparation ofdocuments of this nature and hopes to facilitate the process
and promote development of a project with reduced environmental risk with these comments.

NEPA Issues

1. Purpose and Need

The EIS should specify the underlying purpose and need for the proposed Copper Flat
Mine. There should also be an adequate explanation of the rationale for the establishment of the
analysis area boundary. The analysis area should include the environment potentially affected by
implementation of project alternatives and should be a logical unit for projecting and measuring
environmental effects. Potential impacts to surface and ground water quality, aquatic habitat and
fisheries, wetlands, wildlife, biodiversity, air quality, cultural resources, social and economic
effects, and connectivity to other projects may extend beyond such boundaries. An appropriate
analysis area should encompass the potentially affected environment, and should be able to
function as appropriate unit of analysis for projecting anticipated impacts and for measuring
actual effects, including cumulative effects.
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Alternatives

The EIS should support the purpose and need with a range of alternatives that will meet
the goals and objectives of the purpose and need and that address issues of concern. In
accordance with NEPA (40 CFR 1502.14) the EIS should:

a. Rigorously explore and objectively evaluate all reasonable alternatives.
b. Include reasonable alternatives not within the jurisdiction of the lead agency.
c. Include a no action alternative.
d. Identify the agency's preferred alternative(s).
e. Include appropriate mitigation measures not already included in the proposed

action or alternatives.
f. Include appropriate mitigation measures.

All issues raised during the scoping process should be identified in the EIS. Issues
considered as significant should be clearly stated along with a statement of how they will be
addressed in the document. Those issues considered not significant to the decision to be made
should be identified along with a statement of how they will be addressed in the document or
otherwise dismissed.

Alternatives should address project purpose and need and significant issues, and mitigate
adverse impacts of the proposed mine. The potential effectiveness of alternatives and mitigation
measures in addressing the project purpose and need and significant issues should be discussed.
It is important that reasonable alternatives to all components of the proposed project are
rigorously explored and objectively evaluated as required by the NEPA implementing
regulations (see 40 CFR 1502.l4(a)). The Alternatives Analysis section should summarize the
entire range of alternatives evaluated and the criteria used to assess the alternatives. The
summary should include the pros and cons of alternatives and the reasons alternatives were
discarded or selected for detailed evaluations.

The CEQ states in their Forty Most Asked Questions Concerning CEQ's National
Environmental Policy Act Regulations (46 Federal Register 18026, March 23, 1981) that "in
determining the scope ofalternatives to be considered, the emphasis is on what is 'reasonable'
rather than on whether the proponent or applicant likes or is itself capable ofcarrying out a
particular alternative. Reasonable alternatives include those that are practical or feasible from
the technical and economic standpoint and using common sense, rather than simply desirable
from the standpoint of the applicant." Also, CEQ guidance states that "an alternative that is
outside the legal jurisdiction of the lead agency must still be analyzed in the EIS if it is
reasonable."

Alternative descriptions should include disclosure of environmental conditions and
resources at the sites and routes, availability of dependable water supply (surface and/or ground
water), water intake and wastewater/cooling/process water treatment systems and discharge sites,
mine adits, waste rock disposal, mills and other ore processing facilities, tailings transport and
disposal, ventilation portals, costs, utility connection routes, emergency power line routes, roads,
ore and concentrate transport, closure and reclamation plans, etc,. The EIS process should
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identify and assess alternatives that will avoid or minimize adverse effects and demonstrate that
all practicable means have been taken to avoid and minimize potential effects (see 40 CFR
1500.2 (e) and (t)).

Alternatives analysis should consider alternatives that provide for adequate control,
treatment and monitoring of mine site runoff, seepage, and wastewater discharges; a mining plan
that may include un-mined areas to avoid surface subsidence; a stable tailings impoundment
protective of ground water; geochemical and hydrological monitoring of waste rock and ore;
adequate mitigations and controls during mine operation, closure, and post-mining reclamation
and financial assurances and bonding to avoid environmental degradation. Alternatives should
consider options to restore the site as much as possible to conditions prior to mining.
It is important to compare the cost-effectiveness of alternatives. The EIS reader should
be able to understand the trade-off of cost and reduction of environmental risk. In particular, any
water treatment land application, mining and milling plans, tailings disposal plans, liners and
leak detection costs, water and wastewater treatment costs, geochemical characterization of the
ore deposit and surrounding geological areas, characterization of surface and ground water flow
paths, hydrological monitoring, and mine closure and reclamation costs need to be disclosed to
clarify analysis.

Even though the mine company will make the investments, it will be important to provide
cost comparisons between alternatives, particularly if more protective alternatives are discarded
because of cost. Cost comparisons will also help to establish the "practicable alternative"
considerations, and to assure that all appropriate and practicable steps have been taken which
will minimize potential adverse impacts of a dredge and fill discharge on the aquatic ecosystem
in accordance with the Clean Water Act Section 404(b)(I) Guidelines.

We recommend that tables, maps, figures, charts. photos. etc., be used as much as
possible and wherever appropriate to present and display specific features ofalternatives so that
features of the different alternatives can be clearly understood, and then evaluated in a
comparative manner. We highly recommend that an alternatives matrix table that summarizes
major features and significant environmental impacts ofalternatives are provided to facilitate
understanding of the alternatives, particularly distinctions between alternatives, and provide
comparative evaluation of alternatives in a manner that sharply defines issues for the decision
maker and the public to make in regard to a reasoned choice among alternatives.

Mitigation

A comprehensive discussion of proposed mitigation for direct, indirect and cumulative
impacts is required by the CEQ Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of
NEP A. The CEQ regulations state that an EIS should include the means to mitigate adverse
environmental effects and disclose the effectiveness of mitigation measures in minimizing
adverse effects (40 CFR 1508.7). Simply listing the mitigation measures is insufficient to
qualify as the reasoned discussion and "hard look" required by NEPA. Mitigation measures must
be discussed in sufficient detail to ensure that potential detrimental environmental effects and
measures to mitigate those effects have been fairly evaluated.
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The EIS should also provide a detailed discussion and evaluation of all potential
mitigation measures, particularly including:

-Considering mitigation failures probability and consequences, and additional mitigations
that can be implemented in these failure events.

-Adequately neutralizing, segregating, and isolating potential acid-generating material
away-from nearby water courses.

-Mitigation measures to minimize risk of subsidence.

Monitoring plans are also needed for measuring the effectiveness of the mitigation
measures (quantitatively-if possible, and/or a qualitatively), and determining the need for
modifying.

Monitoring Alert Levels & Contingency Action Plan

EPA often recommends development of a Monitoring Alert Levels and
Contingency/Corrective Action Plan for mining projects where there is uncertainty regarding
development of acid mine drainage and/or toxic metals mobilization and transport problems.
The Plan is intended to detect development of environmental degradation (particularly water
quality problems) at an early stage so that such problems can be identified and controlled
quickly. By initiating monitoring and pollution controls early, there is less chance of
development of significant degradation and toxic or nuisance conditions. The intent is to prevent
pollution and other problems before they occur.

We recommend development of such a Plan during the EIS process, and appending it to
the EIS so that environmental contingencies can be engineered into mine design (or expansion).
The Plan should also be the basis of the State mining and New Mexico Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NMPDES) permits conditions for monitoring compliance and contingency
actions. Such a Plan would include geochemical monitoring of ore and waste rock for acid mine
drainage potential with identification of sampling locations, monitoring parameters and alert
levels, which when exceeded would trigger a contingency or corrective action to prevent
worsening of the problem.

Contingency Plan and contingency planning should be in place for the protection of
surface and ground water quantity and quality problems. The monitoring network should
be designed with "point of compliance" wells and surface-water sampling stations to
monitor adverse effects from mine operations. Some ofthe trigger levels for water
quality and contingency plans should be consistent with the State permit limits and conditions.
Such plans could call for additional water treatment, increases in discharges, decreases in
pumpage. etc. and should be addressed in the DEIS.

Typical monitoring parameters for possible establishment of alert levels might include
metals such as cadmium. copper. zinc. lead. arsenic. silver. chromium, selenium. etc.,
nitrate-nitrogen, phosphate, sulfate, Total Dissolved Solids, pH, alkalinity, suspended
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sediment, turbidity, stream bottom substrate measures (e.g., percent fine sediment,
intragravel dissolved oxygen. etc.), assemblages of biological communities in streams
(e.g., periphyton, macroinvertebrates, fish).

Contingency Actions- Exceeding an alert level would trigger subsequent contingency
actions by the operator. A progression of contingency actions should be developed by
connecting the actions to either a specific monitored condition or statistically-based
trends. For example, a 10 % increase above background or projected levels would trigger
the initial contingency actions. We envision the development of contingency actions
progression similar to that described below.

a. Increase frequency of monitoring, and analyze and report water quality trends for
monitoring stations. We recommend graphing data to enable easier evaluation of
trends.

b. Amend permits to cover increased monitoring requirements and install additional
monitoring wells and stations below degraded area.

c. Begin designing treatment plant for metals removal and/or other pollutants in the
dewatering discharge.

d. Activate collection and treatment of contaminated water, including seepage to ground
water. Separate alert levels would be established for individual mine areas such as
waste rock piles, pits, etc. Build treatment plant for dewatering discharge.

e. Reduce dewatering rate until water levels return to satisfactory levels in
streams/wetlands/riparian areas.

f. Change operations to use monitoring wells as interception wells to contain
contaminated ground water flow.

g. Prohibit mining of pollution generating ores, and or develop selective ore
processing handling program to eliminate risk of water quality degradation from
processing of such ores.

h. Initiate operating permit modifications and bond reclamation amendments to cover
changes in reclamation plan.

Affected Environment Existing Condition

The EIS should describe the existing environmental conditions using appropriate scales
within the analysis area (e.g., watershed analysis where applicable). The EIS should identify and
discuss environmental conditions (i.e., characterize air and aquatic and biological resources
which have a potentially greater importance or sensitivity to impacts). If information is
unavailable, state efforts made to collect the needed information (e.g., conduct field surveys),
and/or explain why such information is unavailable and cannot be obtained.
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Baseline resources information should characterize the chemical, biological and physical
environment sufficient to detennine adequacy of data and infonnation for evaluating potential
environmental impacts. This is needed to support mine expansion construction, operation,
closure and rec Iamation recommendations relative to resource protection, disclosure of
mitigation measures, cumulative impact analysis, and to provide a reference for subsequent
monitoring.

Environmental Consequences

The EIS should analyze and disclose the environmental impacts of the mine construction,
operation, closure and reclamation alternatives. The disclosure of environmental consequences
of the analyzed alternatives should include the effect of implementing the alternative on the
physical, chemical and biological resources such as air and water quality, biologic components
or ecosystems, and the likelihood ofsuccess of the proposed mitigation measures. The discussion
should include analysis of impacts within the analysis area resulting from activities on all land
ownerships.

EPA believes the environmental consequences section should include evaluations of
potential impacts on surface and ground water quality, aquatic habitat and fisheries, wetlands,
wildlife, biodiversity, air quality, cultural resources, social and economic effects, and
connectivity to other projects. It should also discuss unavoidable adverse environmental effects,
short-tenn and long-tenn environmental considerations, and any irreversible or irretrievable
commitments of resources which would be involved with the alternatives should they be
implemented. This section should address(40 CFR 1502.16):

a. Direct effects and their significance.
b. Indirect effects and their significance.
c. Possible conflicts between the proposed action and the objectives of Federal,

regional, State, and local (and in the case of a reservation, Indian tribe) land use
plans, policies and controls for the area concerned.

d. The environmental effects of alternatives including the proposed action.
e. Energy requirements and conservation potential of various alternatives and

mitigation measures.
f. Natural or depletable resource requirements and conservation potential of various

alternatives and mitigation measures.
g. Urban quality, historic and cultural resources, and the design of the built

environment, including the reuse and conservation potential ofvarious
. alternatives and mitigation measures.
h. Means to mitigate adverse environmental impacts.

It is important that environmental analyses conducted during the NEPA EIS process is
integrated with other planning and environmental review procedures (e.g., pennitting
requirements) so that all such procedures run concurrently rather than consecutively (40 CFR
1500.2(c). Statements made in the assessment should be substantiated either by data and
analysis included in the document, or by reference to readily available supporting documents.
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When referencing documents or data not included in the NEPA document, information should be
included to ensure the reader understands the quality and type of analysis actually completed.
Environmental analysis documents should reflect the level of analysis and data compilation
actually completed. Unless clearly documented, the reviewer may be unable to establish whether
data exists to support conclusions within the analysis. Public access to supporting documents is
also important.

Cumulative Effects

NEPA requires that cumulative impacts be addressed as a summary of the individual
impacts of the proposed action and all other past, present, and "reasonably foreseeable" future
actions, including evaluation of direct and indirect effects of these projects on all resource
categories, including water quality, aquatic habitat, fisheries, wetlands, air quality and wildlife
habitat. This includes analysis and disclosure of activities on private adjacent land irrespective of
what agency/entity has decision-making authority or analysis responsibility.

In January 1997 the President's Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) published,
"Considering Cumulative Effects Under the National Environmental Policy Act", guidance that
provides a framework for analyzing cumulative effects. In May 1997 EPA published a document
entitled, "Consideration ofCumulative Effects in EPA Review ofNEPA Documents. " This
document can be found at http://ceq.eh.doe.gov/nepa/ccenepa/cceoepa.htm. EPA considers the
following to be logical steps in the conduct of cumulative effects analyses:

1. Clear identification of the issues and concerns associated with resources, ecosystems and
human communities that may be impacted by the proposed project.

2. Identification of the geographic and temporal boundaries for analysis of impacts to
resources, ecosystems and human communities. It is important to use appropriate
analysis area boundaries for the resource and time period over which the cumulative
effects have occurred or will occur for each affected resource, ecosystem or human
community.

3. Identification of the other past, present, 'and reasonably foreseeable future actions that
have or will in the future impact the resources, ecosystems and human communities
of concern identified in step #1.

4. Characterization and description of current status and trends of resources, ecosystems and
human communities being cumulatively impacted.

5. Analysis of cause-and-effects relationships for potential impacts to resources, ecosystems
and human communities (include scientifically defensible threshold levels), and
determination of the magnitude and significance of cumulative effects for each affected
resource, ecosystem and human community (include adequate evaluation vs. benchmark
or historical baseline or reference conditions).
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6. Disclosure of the overall cumulative impacts that can be expected if the individual
impacts are allowed to accumulate, and provide comparisons of cumulative impacts for
the proposed action and the reasonable alternatives in relation to the benchmark or
historical baseline or environmental reference condition.

7. Mitigation measures to address cumulative effects.

Indirect Effects

The Council of Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations for implementing the
procedural provisions of NEPA state that the environmental consequences section of an EIS
should include: "Indirect effects and their significance (40 CFR 1502.l6(b))." Indirect effects
are defined as " ... caused by the action and are later in time or farther removed in distance, but
are still reasonably foreseeable. Indirect effects may include growth inducing effects related to
induced changes in the pattern of land use, population density or growth rate, and related effects
on air and water and other natural systems, including ecosystems" (40 CFR 150S.9(b)). The
CEQ regulations also indicate that the EIS should include the "means to mitigate adverse
environmental effects." (40 CFR 1502.16(h)), which applies to indirect effects as well as direct
effects.

Water Quality and Aquatic Habitat

The EIS should characterize and describe water bodies and ground water aquifers within
the analysis area which may be impacted by project activities. Identifying affected watersheds
and streams and aquifer areas on maps of the various alternatives helps convey their
relationship with project activities. The EIS should reveal what data is available and the
condition (reliability, gaps in data, etc.) ofthat information. An analysis of the environmental
effects of proposed projects should show consistency with the goals and objectives of the Clean
Water Act to "restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity ofthe
Nation's waters," and have "water quality which provides/or protection andpropagation offish,
shellfish, and wildlife, andprovides/or recreation in and on the water. "

Water Quality Standards (WQS) are primary regulatory mechanism used to achieve
Clean Water Act goals. WQS establish designated uses for water bodies (or water body
segments), support the uses with narrative and numerical water quality criteria, and protect high
water quality with an Anti-degradation or Non-degradation Policy. Proposed projects should be
planned and designed to protect water quality to maintain and/or attain compliance with WQS.
WQS are established by States, but must be reviewed and approved by EPA in accordance with
40 CFR Part 131.

New Mexico's Non-degradation Rules and EPA's Anti-degradation policy (40 CFR
131.12) are intended to assure that existing high surface water quality and designated water uses
will not be degraded. Existing WQS applicable to the affected water bodies should be presented
to provide a basis for determining whether beneficial uses will be protected and WQS met. As
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part of the water quality analysis existing and projected water quality should be compared to
WQS.

It should be noted that WQS for some metals vary greatly with hardness and the water
analysis should take this into account. The EIS should provide a quantitative basis to judge
whether chemical, biological, and physical parameters, such as concentration of heavy metals,
sediment accumulation, organic, microbial, and nutrient loading, temperature, turbidity, and
aquatic habitat, will be kept at levels that will protect and fully support designated uses and meet
State WQS under each of the action alternatives.

The EIS should show the extent to which water quality and beneficial stream uses
(fisheries or public water supply uses) and aquatic habitat could be impaired by project activities,
including effects on stream structure and channel stability, streambed substrate
including seasonal and spawning habitats, riffle and pool habitat, large woody debris, stream
bank vegetation, and riparian habitats. The analysis should disclose whether the project will
cause any reductions in habitat capability or impair designated uses. Other information relevant
to the analysis, such as aquatic species habitat and the condition and productivity of that habitat,
should also be included.

The EPA considers the collection of baseline water quality and aquatic habitat data at the
project level important to provide a comparison with projected impacts as well as actual project
impacts. Where water quality and aquatic habitat information for individual water bodies exists,
it should be presented. This would include inventories; baseline data information such as the
presence of toxic substances, nutrient levels, temperature, sediment, turbidity, channel
morphological conditions, and the existence of any known point or non' point pollution sources
or other problems. The document should include adequate baseline hydrologic and water quality
(and associated aquatic ecologic) information over a minimum oftwo years (five years is
strongly recommended), representing different seasonal variations and climatic (drought or
low-flow and storm event) characteristics.

Fisheries information such as fish species present, populations, and important fisheries
habitats such as spawning gravels, over wintering pools, etc., should be described and project
effects upon fisheries disclosed. The EIS should identify if fisheries could be impaired by
mining activities, including road construction, and/or conditions ofexisting roads. The analysis
should discuss whether projects could cause reductions in habitat capability. The effects of water
withdrawals from streams during mining, particularly during winter low flow conditions should
be evaluated and disclosed. The DEIS should also look at the cumulative effects of other
development in the area which could have significant withdrawals from streams or ground water.
Fish tissue metals analyses may need to be considered to establish baseline metals levels in
aquatic biota and evaluate impacts upon fisheries.

303(d} Listed Water Bodies & TMDLs

Special attention should be made regarding New Mexico's identification of water bodies
with impaired uses in their Clean Water Act Section 303(d} report, as well as the magnitude and
sources of such impairment. The EIS should identify water bodies in the analysis area that have
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been placed on the New Mexico 303(d} list. Information on New Mexico's 303(d} listed water
bodies can be found on-line at http://iaspub.epa.gov/waterlO/attains state.control?p state-NM.

We suggest contacting the New Mexico Environmental Department (NMED) to identify/validate
water bodies potentially affected by the project that are listed by New Mexico as impaired or
threatened.

Stream segments designated as "water quality impaired" and/or "threatened" listed on
State 303(d} lists require development ofa Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). A TMDL:

Identifies the maximum load ofa pollutant (e.g., sediment, nutrient, metal) a water body
is able to assimilate andfully support its designated uses; allocates portions ofthe
maximum load 10 all sources; identifies the necessary controls that may be implemented
voluntarily or through regulatory means; and describes a monitoring plan and
associated corrective feedback loop to insure that uses are fully supported;
Or can also be viewed as, the total amount ofpollutant that a water body may receive
from all sources without exceeding WQS; Or may be viewed as, a reduction in pollutant
loading that results in meeting WQS.

New Mexico's approach is to include TMDLs as one component of comprehensive Water
Quality Restoration Plans (WQRPs). TMDLs/WQRPs contain eight principal components:

1. Watershed characterization (hydrology, climate, vegetation, land use,
ownership, etc.)

2. Description of impairment and applicable water quality standards.
3. Pollutant source assessment and estimate of existing pollutant loads, including

pollutant loads in tributaries to 303(d} listed waters.
4. Water quality goals/restoration targets.
5. Load allocations (i.e., TMDLs).
6. Restoration strategy
7. Monitoring Strategy
8. Public involvement (30 day public comment period, informational meetings,

etc.)

The load allocations and targets established by TMDLslWQRPs inform land managers
how much sediment, nutrient or other pollutant discharge may be too much. A WQRP provides
a means to track the health ofa stream over time. If a WQRP has not restored beneficial uses
within five years, the NMED conducts an assessment to determine if:

• the implementations of new and improved BMPs are necessary;
• water quality is improving but more time is needed to comply with WQS; or
• revisions to the plan will be necessary to meet WQS.

"Reasonable soil, land and water conservation practices" include but are not limited to
structural and nonstructural controls and operation and maintenance procedures. Appropriate
practices may be applied before, during, or after pollution producing activities. It is important to
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note that "reasonable soil, land and water conservation practices" are differentiated from BMPs,
which are generally established practices for controlling nonpoint source pollution. BMPs are
largely practices that provide a degree of protection for water quality, but mayor may not be
sufficient to achieve Water Quality Standards and protect beneficial uses. "Reasonable soil, land
and water conservation practices" include BMPs, but may require additional conservation
practices, beyond BMPs to achieve Water Quality Standards and restore beneficial uses.
The EIS should demonstrate that proposed mining activities will not result in further
long-tenn degradation of303(d) listed waters, and should be consistent with long tenn water
quality restoration plans and TMDLs. Such consistency with long tenn water quality restoration
is most easily demonstrated if restoration activities are carried out in association with activities
that may produce pollution so that control ofexisting pollution sources through restoration more
than compensates for pollutants generated during mining activities. Watershed restoration
activities that compensate for pollutant production during management activities in watersheds
of 303(d) listed streams should also be implemented within a reasonable period of time in
relation to pollutant producing activities (e.g., 5 years).

Proposed implementation activities, including improvement/restoration activities, should
be discussed with NMED and any local watershed groups that are involved in preparing TMDLs,
to help assure cooperation with the State's TMDL development. Aquatic/water quality
effectiveness monitoring activities that have been, are, or will be, carried out to evaluate the
proposed project's effects on 303(d) listed streams should also be summarized.
The EIS should discuss the capability of surface and ground water resources to assimilate
point and non-point pollution from the project. A discussion of relevant project area geology,
geochemistry, topography, soils and stream stability in tenns oferosion and mass failure
potential and environmental geochemistry, and detailed evaluation ofnatural occurrences may be
necessary to adequately portray the potential risk to water quality, aquatic habitat and other
resources from the implementation of specific alternatives. The EIS should:

a. Describe local geologic material, areas of stable and unstable terrain, mass soil
failure problems, and local erosion concerns in the planning area.

b. Identify erosion hazards and how they tie to geology, landfonns, and specific
locations in the planning area.

c. Show areas of potentially high soil erosion and mass soil failure risk on maps
showing the location of project activities. Special design considerations should be
presented for mining activities and road construction proposed in areas of high
mass soil failure risk, although EPA recommends that such areas be avoided.

d. Discuss lithology, mineralization, and environmental geochemistry ofores and
waste rock and potential for development of acid mine drainage and/or mobilization and
transport of heavy metals.

The DEIS should discuss the potential mobilization of metals and Mines Management
Inc., contingency plans during operations and post-closure for water quality mitigation. The plan
should cover the tailings disposal area, and any non-lined ore, and waste rock pile(s) where toxic
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metals are a problem in the environment, either in surface water or groundwater. There should be
complete characterization and understanding of the lithology and mineralization of the ore and

surrounding geologic area (waste rock). The EIS should evaluate mine walls and bordering
minerals in regard to metals mobilization potential. Typically, mine applications concentrate on
the ore to be mined, however, the remaining waste rock and unmined material may also be a
significant source of pollutants.

If the ore body and other bedrock include potential for oxidation-reduction reactions the
extent to which such chemical reactions can influence pH and metals solubility and mobilization
should be evaluated and described Sulfur that is locked-up in the matrices of sulfide minerals
can be released during weathering as sulfur ions, which will unite with oxygen to produce
sulfuric acid. We recommend development of an Acid Rock Drainage and Metals Leaching
Monitoring and Evaluation Plan for geochemical testing of are, waste rock and tailings,
including bringing in experts in the field of metal leaching and acid rock drainage and use of the
latest state-of-the-art technologies and procedures for static and kinetic testing. including long
term kinetic testing, to evaluate acid mine drainage and metals leaching throughout the project
life.

It will be important for geochemical testing to include statistically valid sampling of the
ore, waste rock. tailings, and materials exposed underground with testing of each different
sample. Samples must be representative of the potentially acid and metals producing rock
samples. There must be a commitment to collect adequate geochemical and hydrological data
during exploration and preliminary mine development, so that necessary changes to the mine
plan/design based on evaluation ofgeochemical and hydrological data will be made to assure
that major environmental problems will not occur during full mine development and operation,
particularly metal leaching problems. Uncertainties and limitations in the data and analyses must
be recognized and incorporated into the alternatives. using appropriate and conservative
environmentally protective assumptions.

We encourage the lead agencies to review Geoffrey S. Plumlee's paper in the
Environmental Geochemistry ofMineral Deposits in the" 1999 Reviews
in Economic Geology" ISBN 1-887483-50-0 to assist in the prediction of water quality.
Selective handling of waste rocks prone to producing acid mine drainage may be needed
(e.g.) placing mineralized waste rock with acid generation or metal leaching potential
underground. encapsulated, or in areas where lined leachate and storm water runoff collection
and treatment can be provided).

The EIS should investigate the need and cost of a method to isolate waste rock with a
higher potential to be a source of pollutants from seepage. The potential effects of changing
redox conditions as the mine walls are exposed during mining operations and implications for
water quality degradation in the mine waters should also be addressed in the EIS. The discussion
should consider seasonal variations of the mine site's material balance and include predictions of
seasonal flows and chemistry of each of the groundwater and surface water components. The EIS
should consider lining tailings disposal areas and rock and waste rock piles and installing
seepage collection and treatment, if necessary to protect surface or ground water quality.
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Section 313 of the Clean Water Act requires that Federal agencies comply with state and
local pollution requirements. Therefore, the appropriate state identified best management
practices (BMPs) to reduce potential non-point sources of pollution from this project's proposed
activities must be designed into the alternatives under consideration and disclosed. Any stream
protection strategies that are proposed should be outlined. Watershed or stream restoration or
fisheries restoration/enhancement projects that are proposed as pan of the project alternatives
should be clearly described.

Mine Water Treatment

If the mine has water/wastewater treatment and disposal facilities these facilities should
be described, including the capabilities and capacities of treatment systems. The effectiveness of
treatment systems to remove toxic metals, nitrogen, and other contaminants should be described.
The mine will likely have an NMPDES permit for discharges to surface water", (including
alluvial discharges). All discharges from dewatering, runoff, and seepage (essentially
the entire area of mining disturbance) must be covered in a NMPDES permit. For the
area of the mine not covered by the EPA Effluent Limitation Guidelines (40 CFR Part 440), such
as access roads, the company must also obtain a MPDES storm water permit either separately or
in combination with the main MPDES permit. The DEIS should analyze the ability of the mine
to comply with future MPDES requirements. The DEIS monitoring program should also he
analyzed to determine if it is compatible with future permit (i.e., sufficient baseline data,
monitoring locations compatible with future compliance points).

The main requirement of the storm water NMPDES permit is the development and
implementation of a storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP), including best
management practices (BMPs) to be followed to reduce pollution from run-off. The DEIS
should discuss or summarize and reference the SWPPP that will be employed. The discussion
should also include information on the effectiveness of the BMPs. There are methods to estimate
the amount of sediment that would be discharged in a standard rain storm (Le. 100 yr., 25 yr.)
from a disturbed area versus the area prior to construction. For extreme flood events beyond the
1DO-year storm, for rain-induced rapid snowmelt, for storm-on-storm events, please describe and
detail contingency plans that may be considered to address contaminated runoff.
The DEIS should establish existing water quality, overall surface water performance
goals (Le., alert levels, tentative permit limits), and pollutant concentrations and loadings. In
order to maintain post-operational water quality equal to pre-mining conditions, pre-mining
(baseline) conditions must be clearly established. The loads should be developed seasonally for
individual and non-point sources. Typically the flow has three to four flow seasons which should
be analyzed separately; runoff (peak flow), pre-runoff, post-runoff/summer, and late fall/winter
(low flow).

The loading should also be determined for three time periods: prior to, during and
post-mining. There may be a need to develop seasonal instream, existing and projected total
concentration loading data, especially for toxic metals. The water quality analysis needs to
determine ifNMPDES requirements and WQS will be met during all seasons. Potential
NMPDES (surface water discharge permits) and WQS requirements and a projection of
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compliance with these water quality requirements should also included. As part of the
compliance demonstration, water treatment needs and technologies should be assessed in the
EIS.

One of the most important issues that will determine allowable water quality is the anti
degradation water quality standards and procedures. The projected and existing sources of
pollutant loadings also need to be identified as part ofthe water quality analysis. If treatment
will be used at any of these sources, the range of treatment efficiencies should be factored into
the future loading evaluation. There is also a need to provide a safety factor or sufficient "room"
for inaccurate projections or unforeseen circumstances.

Treatment and disposal of sanitary wastewater from the mine and mill facilities will also
need to be analyzed in this EIS since this discharge will be a component of the water quality
impact evaluation. Ammonia and nitrate loading to surface and ground waters, in particular, will
have to be considered for either a septic system drainfield or package treatment plant. If disposal
of treated sewage effluent is to be combined with process waste streams the water budget during
and after this operation will have to carefully evaluate.

Groundwater

The groundwater hydrology flow path in the mining area, and ground water quantity and
quality issues should be thoroughly analyzed and disclosed. Shallow ground water, seeps, and
perched water zones should be characterized. Faults and fractures in the vicinity of the mine
area should be described. Faults and fractures are highly transmissive structures and residence
time of contained water will be short. The EIS should clarify the impacts of geological structural
features on local groundwater flow. The dewatering scheme for the mine should be described.
Potential effects of dewatering on faults and fracture zones should be considered. Aquifer testing
and analysis of the effects of stress on faults and fractures zones during dewatering on alluvial
ground-water systems is paramount to understanding future ground-water quantity and quality in
the interconnected alluvial deposits. Discharges from dewatering operations should be described.
The EIS should address State ofNew Mexico ground-water discharge permit issues for the
infiltration of excess water into ground water. Often ground water and surface water are
interconnected and such interconnections need to be considered in developing a compliance
monitoring program. Ambient ground water quality within the various bedrock units may be
variable and any ground-water treatment prior to discharge as a condition of the State permit
should be described in the EIS.

There is the"possibility that passive water control measures (e.g. grouting) may be
required for the mine dewatering scheme due to the interconnected nature of the fractured tuffs
and alluvial deposits. Such control features would reduce the inflow of ground water from the
alluviums to the dewatering system. If indeed this is a necessity as dewatering operations
proceed, then these control features could have significant adverse effects during stabilization of
the ground-water regime upon termination ofmine operations. The post-mining ground-water
system will already be adversely impacted from years of high magnitude dewatering operations
and the newly fanned ground water sink (underground mine) placed within the system. The
impacts ofgrouting on mine seepage and ground-water system stabilization following mining
should be addressed in the EIS in the event that such measures are needed.
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Underground Mine Pool

EPA is concerned about the potential for seepage of contaminated mine pool water to
surface or ground waters, especially if the mine adits are plugged after mine closure. Potential
uncertainties regarding geochemical testing of the ore are of less concern if the underground
mine water with potential elevated metals levels will be pumped and treated in perpetuity. Will
underground mine water will be pumped and treated in perpetuity? It should be made clear how
the water quality compliance monitoring will be achieved for the underground mine pool to
assure that it meets applicable ground-water quality standards. How will the underground mine
pool be sampled after mine closure if the adits are plugged? Will holes be drilled through the
adit plugs to allow sampling access? How will variations in underground reservoir water quality
in different portions of the reservoir be evaluated or will the- underground reservoir be assumed
to be completely mixed? Segregation of mine inflow waters should also be considered. We have
found that it is common for some mine inflows to be much worse quality than other inflows. For
example, good quality water that flows into the mine can be piped for direct discharge to surface
waters (if acceptable water quality) to avoid mixing with poorer quality water; and/or check
dams can be used underground to contain poorer quality water for treatment.

We encourage the lead agencies to evaluate the potential for catastrophic failure due to
lateral hydro-fracturing in the mine cavity if the mine is plugged after closure and hydrostatic
head builds up in the underground mine pool. The mineralized area may be structurally
weakened due to fracturing during mining. The potential for hydro-fracturing should be
monitored and assessed as it relates to storage of water underground and mine plugging. It may
be better to allow the mine to drain freely(no adit plugs at closure) with perpetual water
treatment than to plug the adits and exacerbate post-closure leakage of contaminated
underground mine water to surface waters. Will the hydrostatic head from the underground pool
be kept low enough to prevent or minimize leakage or transport of potentially contaminated
underground waters to the surface?

Site Reclamation

The EIS should describe how the site will be reclaimed after mining. including the
differences between initial and post-mining conditions. How will seeps or french drain
discharges from reclaimed waste rock and tailings disposal area be handled after reclamation?
How will the mine and ventilation adits be closed? How will potential future surface
subsidence be addressed? How will potential future water quality problems be addressed?
What will be the post mining land and habitat uses? The EIS should discuss if there are any
limitations on post mining land use. Will the reclaimed mine site and waste rock piles allow for
wildlife habitat?

Subsidence

There are concerns about the potential for future surface subsidence in areas overlying
the underground mine. The issue of subsidence should be thoroughly discussed and evaluated.
The mining plan should be designed to avoid surface subsidence and significant adverse affects
to hydrological features such as streams and lake overlying the mined area. The hydrogeology of
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the mine area should be fully characterized. We recommend consideration of an un-mined buffer
below surface waters overlying the mining area, and near fault zones, to reduce risk of
subsidence.

Seismic Activities

The EIS should analyze the risk ofactivities such as earthquakes and shifting of the
underlying geology due to weight changes (i.e., the effect of waste rock pile weight on the
stability ofthe underlying geology). The analysis should evaluate the effect of seismic activities
in the vicinity of the mine area and the effect seismic events might have on mine operations and
facilities. As part of this analysis, the EIS should assess earthquake probabilities and potential
effects, particularly effects on the integrity of the underground mine and waste rock piles.

Spills

The EIS should discuss the chemicals that may spill during operation or transportation
including likely locations for spills or major leaks; the type, quantity, and hazardous/toxic
characteristics of the chemicals; and special areas of concern for spills such as stream crossings
and wetlands. In addition to disclosing the nature of potential spills, the EIS should discuss how
the company and community will minimize response time and maximize clean-up of spills.

Financial Assurance Bonding

We recommend inclusion of a table itemizing bond liabilities for the major reclamation,
and environmental control and mitigation measures, including water treatment. We recommend
that replacement costs for water treatment and other facilities also be considered in bonding
calculations. Environmental costs are as critical to understand as ore grade, market prices,
processing and handling costs, etc. Without having a true accounting of environmental costs the
mining company may not be in a position to make a sound judgment about the economic
viability of the facility. Environmental mitigations and closure concerns and potential costs need
to be identified early so that they can be considered as an integral cost of developing and
operating the mine and be a critical element in mine planning and design for mine closure.

We recommend that the EIS describe mechanisms for establishing and funding financial
responsibility instruments. These instruments would be utilized by New Mexico Copper
Corporation, or the State and/or Federal pennitting agencies to supply adequate funding for the
following:

a. Providing rapid response capabilities for emergency and long-tenn releases to the
environment during the operation of the facility. This funding would also pay for
potential contingency actions.

b. Assuring adequate funding for closure activities including reclamation and
management of all residuals encountered and natural resources impacted during
operation.
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c. Assuring adequate funding for post closure contingencies related to unplanned releases
to the environment after facility decommissioning and completion of surface reclamation
activities.

The intent of establishing such financial mechanisms is to assure that funding will be
available to prevent and mitigate all possible detrimental environmental releases. Using the
"Monitoring Alert Levels and Contingency Action Plan," Mines Management Inc., and the
regulating agencies should forecast the costs of implementing the proposed contingency actions.
Such advance planning and preparation is designed to avoid the expenditure of public funds for
environmental restoration at the site, such as CERCLA, CECRA, or the State abandoned mine
reclamation funding.

EPA believes that this or similar mechanisms for retaining financial assurance for long
term maintenance and perpetual water treatment should be evaluated for the proposed mine. The
establishment of such a mechanism upon development of the facility assures that maintenance
and treatment activities are fully funded, should the facility find it necessary to close prior to the
estimated time frames.

The Corps of Engineers also has the ability to require bonds, at 33 CFR 3254(d), to
indemnify the government against any loss as a result of corrective action(s). The COE may
require a 404 permittee to post a bond of sufficient amount necessary to protect the public
interest in completing reclamation or maintaining water quality.

It is important that all foreseeable contingencies be included in establishing such post
closure funding arrangements. In addition to the estimated costs of any surface water and ground
water treatment resulting from post closure geochemical interactions, other contingencies should
include maintenance and equipment replacement costs, infrastructure costs (power, snow
removal and servicing staff) escalation costs for power and chemical supplies, monitoring costs
for possible yet unidentified release sites, and replacement costs for any facilities possibly
affected by a catastrophic failure of structural or treatment facilities.

Post-closure monitoring cost estimates to be factored into any financial assurance
calculations must consider the long term nature of monitoring activities, until such time as
equilibrium conditions are reestablished for all affected resources. Consideration should be
given for funding professional staff to independently review and assess monitoring data to assist
in this determination.

EPA has established procedures regarding financial assurance for closure and post
closure of hazardous waste facilities regulated by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA). While we recognize a direct utilization of these procedures is not applicable in this
situation reference to the discussion of these financial instruments may be useful in conducting
the fmancial assurance analysis as requested. The citations for these procedures are 40 CFR
264.140-151.
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Monitoring

Monitoring is pivotal to detennining the environmental impact of the proposed mine,
since EPA has concerns about the potential for elevated metal concentrations, particularly
copper, to occur in mine waters and tailings leachate. Monitoring plans reduce concerns that
water contamination and other environmental impacts will occur and not be detected. The EIS
should disclose the extent of monitoring, parameters, sampling frequency, sampling locations,
and describe how the monitoring data will be used. Typically, we recommend three to five years
of data, at the same monitoring stations, during different flow seasons (typically, high flow,
summer, late fall or winter) to have adequate data to detennine trend and conditions. Acute and
chronic ambient toxicity should be done in nearby surface waters and during the different
seasons. This should coincide with the additional chemistry sampling events. The monitoring
program should be on-going through mine operation as well as mine closure and post closure.
The monitoring program should address design and implementation of a ground-water
monitoring program that will be adequate to detect impacts to ground-water quantity and quality
from mining and post-mining activities. It is recognized that it is difficult to fully characterize
fracture flow systems but because of this, it will be especially important to implement an
inclusive monitoring program that adequately addresses complexity of the site hydrogeology.
This monitoring program should also include monitoring the impacts of mining activities on
identified springs within the project area, including monitoring of seeps and springs near the ore
body, and including monitoring at high and low flow conditions as well as seasonal trends. It
would be helpful if the springs and seeps were all identified on a map. Such a baseline springs
and seeps map will assist in establishing whether new springs or seeps develop or disappear over
time.

A ground-water monitoring program will also need to be developed and implemented for
the purpose of monitoring the perfonnance of specific mine features that will or may discharge
to ground water; this program should be discussed in the DEIS. Such facilities may include
tailings disposal areas, ore and waste rock piles, land application sites, etc. Some features are
designed to discharge with specific limits set for the effluent; compliance monitoring would be
required.

Other features may be designed or constructed not to discharge to ground water; ground
water monitoring would then be necessary to confinn that there are no discharges. This ground
water monitoring program should also include monitoring wells that may be used to monitor
compliance related to water-quality requirements established for alluvial ground water or
interconnected surface water. Well numbers and locations should be adequate to monitor the
effects of the water management plans on alluvial ground-water and surface-water flows.
It will require installation of underground monitoring wells in the areas with potential
ground water degradation (e.g., near tailings disposal facility, and areas proposed for water
storage during mine operation and shut down periods, etc.,). Monitoring wells planned for
installation below the tailings disposal facility should be installed and used/monitored from the
beginning of the tailings deposition. We recommend that such monitoring wells could also be
used for a ground water recovery well system, should monitoring results show the need for
ground water recovery. It is very important to recognize that monitoring wells need to be
constructed of sufficient diameter to allow their conversion to ground water recovery at a later
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date (e.g., minimum of4 inches in diameter) should that be needed.

The extent of contaminated sediments in nearby surface waters should be determined. In
addition to heavy metal analyses, sediment toxicity tests may need to be conducted. Baseline
sediment quality in nearby surface waters should be determined for comparison with post-project
sediment quality. There should be enough data to separate the impacts of previous mining in the
area from any contaminated sediments that future mining may contribute to surface waters. The
water-quality monitoring program should include adequate Quality Assurance procedures and
acceptable statistical analyses of water-quality data to identify water-quality impacts.

See also our related suggestions for additional monitoring including geochemical
monitoring under "Monitoring Alert Levels and Contingency Action Plans" discussed in the
Alternatives section above. Given the complexity and volume of monitoring data, Mines
Management Inc., should develop a statistically valid means to report divergence from normal
conditions and baseline conditions. The trend analysis of aqueous chemistry will provide the
information to determine if an "Alert Level" has been exceeded requiring a contingency
action. The analytical detection limits used in collecting the data should be compared to water
quality standards and criteria to assure that detection limits are low enough to fully evaluate
standards compliance and the biologic effects. Water hardness (mg/l. CaC03) and the seasonal
range of these water quality values need to be included in any water effects analysis, especially
for aquatic life.

Also, it is important to emphasize that the monitoring plans for water resources,
aquatics/fisheries, and springs and seeps will have to include long term monitoring to assure
detection of contaminated runoff or seepage, including tailings seepage and mine pool drainage
and springs and seeps that may develop over time and potentially drain/seep to surface and/or
ground waters. We recommend that monitoring be done annually during the life of the mine and
for a period of time (e.g., 20 years) after closure to allow a significant period of time for
evaluation of year-to-year spring/seep flow and water quality variations.

We also suggest that monitoring reports be prepared initially on a more frequent basis
than annually. We suggest that monitoring reports initially be submitted monthly until the
agencies are convinced that the monthly results are satisfactory, then reporting could be reduced
to quarterly, and eventually potentially reduced further to semi-annually, and then annually, if
results remain satisfactory. We also believe other agencies and the public should be given an
opportunity to review and comment on monitoring reports. It would also be helpful if a
summary report of monitoring results was provided by the lead agencies to notify the public
whether monitoring results were consistent with EIS predictions.

Wetlands

Wetlands are significant environmental resources that provide a wide range of important
functions and values, increasing landscape and species diversity, and protecting water quality
and beneficial uses. Wetlands have experienced severe cumulative losses nationally. For these
reasons EPA considers the protection, enhancement, and restoration of wetlands to be a high
priority. Potential impacts on wetlands include: water quality, habitat for aquatic and terrestrial
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life, flood storage, ground water recharge and discharge, sources of primary production, and
recreation and aesthetics. Executive Order 11990 requires that all Federal Agencies protect
wetlands. In addition national wetlands policy has established an interim goal of No Overall Net
Loss of the Nation's remaining wetlands, and a long-term goal of increasing quantity and
quality of the Nation's wetlands resource base (for information on Federal wetlands policies see
websites, http://www.usace.army.mil/inet/functions/cw/cecwo/reg/citizen.htm and
http://www.epa.gov/OWOW/wetlands/index.html .)

The EIS should adequately assess potential impacts on wetland functions; avoid or
minimize wetlands impacts wherever possible; and compensate for unavoidable impacts through
wetland restoration, creation, or enhancement. Wetland mitigations require evaluation of all less
envirorunentally damaging project alternatives. For non-water dependent activities, such as
roads, alternatives to siting roads in aquatic areas, including wetlands, are presumed to be
available unless demonstrated otherwise.

The EIS should recognize that discharge of fill material into wetlands and other waters of
the United States is regulated by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, 33 U,S,C, 1344, which is
administered jointly by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and EPA. Section 404 permits from
the Corps ofEngineers are required where dredge or'fill activity is proposed in waters of the
United States. Section 404(f)(1 )(A) exempts the discharge ofdredged or fill material from
silvicultural activities such as harvesting of forest products from 404 permit requirements unless
the flow and circulation of navigable waters is impaired or the reach reduced. The Corps of
Engineers should be consulted where appropriate to determine applicability of 404 permit
requirements to proposed activities in or near streams or wetlands. The 404(b)( 1) Guidelines
(found at 40 CFR Part 230) and Corps of Engineers, EPA, and USFWS Wetland Specialists
should be consulted to provide specific envirorunental criteria and guidance when projects need a
404permit. We recommend establishment of wetland and riparian habitat buffer zones to avoid
adverse impacts to streams, wetlands, and riparian areas. We also suggest that the EIS include a
404(b)(l) evaluation as an appendix to help assure that the EIS adequately covers 404(b)(l)
criteria.

Air Quality

The EIS should discuss the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and
Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) increments applicable to air quality in the project
area. PSD increments exist for sulfur dioxide, total suspended particulate, and oxides of
nitrogen. Air emissions from all stationary sources should be totaled to determine the facility
exceeded the 250 ton/year annual limit that would trigger a PSD review. The EIS should
designate on a map any Class I areas and nonattairunent areas that fall within the analysis
area boundaries. It would be helpful to characterize any air quality problems within the analysis
area in terms of source of pollution, frequency, degree of severity, and what is being done or has
been done to correct the problem.

The EIS should include qualitative description of air quality impacts focused on new or
increased impacts on downwind communities (identification of public safety issues -highways,
elderly and other sensitive people, etc.,). The EIS should quantify emissions of regulated air
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pollutants for each alternative. Assessment of local meteorological and climactic conditions
(such as monthly precipitation amounts, likelihood of inversions trapping smoke, etc.) and
existing air quality are also useful. A wind rose should be presented to indicate the direction of
the prevailing winds. Wind roses, representative of each quarter of the year, would be beneficial
to give the public an idea of the direction of prevailing winds during the spring. summer, and fall
seasons when prescribed burning is likely to occur.

The EIS should discuss the applicability and requirements of the New Source
Performance Standards for Metallic Mineral Processing Plants (40 CFR Part 60.380-386)
with respect to the project. This should include descriptions of dust control practices proposed to
prevent dust production.

The EIS should quantify and model air quality to evaluate project compliance with all
applicable air quality standards and permits. The increases in traffic associated with the project
should be quantified into CO and PM-tO and PM-2.5 emissions. PM-I0 and PM 2.5
emissions associated with the crusher, rock piles or the open pit itself should be quantified.

Wildlife and Endangered Species

The EIS should demonstrate coordination with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS)
and New Mexico Game and Fish to address potential wildlife issues associated with the proposed
mine developments including; road access and wildlife security; increased hunting pressure from
mine related population growth; noise and blasting impacts; wildlife displacement; bird, small
mammal, and other wildlife access to pits, ore processing facilities, ponds, impacts from mine
related road traffic; secondary impacts of mine related rural growth and development upon
wildlife habitat; and impacts upon sensitive species and species of special concern. Measures to
mitigate adverse impacts to wildlife should he described (e.g., limiting blasting times).

If the proposed activities could affect threatened or endangered (T & E) species
the draft and final EIS should include the Biological Assessment and the FEIS should include the
associated FWS Biological Opinion or formal concurrence for the following reasons:

NEPA requires public involvement and full disclosure of all issues upon which a
decision is to be made;

The CEQ Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions ofNEPA
strongly encourage the integration ofNEPA requirements with other
environmental review and consultation requirements so that all such procedures
run concurrently rather than consecutively (40 CFR 1500.2(c) and 1502.25); and

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) consultation process can result in the
identification of reasonable and prudent alternatives to preclude jeopardy, and
mandated reasonable and prudent measures to reduce incidental take.

These required consultations can affect project implementation. The potential effects on
listed species are relevant to mining activity decisions. Since both the Biological Assessment
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and the EIS must evaluate the potential impacts of the project on listed species, they can jointly
assist in analyzing the effectiveness of project alternatives and mitigation measures. EPA
recommends that the Final EIS and Record of Decision not be completed prior to the completion
of ESA consultation. If the consultation process is treated as a separate process, the Agencies
risk FWS identification of additional significant impacts, new mitigation measures, or changes to
the preferred alternative. If these changes have not been evaluated in the Final EIS, a
supplement to the EIS would be warranted.

Biodiversity

Biodiversity may be a critical consideration for new projects, major construction or when
special habitats (i.e., wetlands, threatened and endangered species habitat) will be affected. The
state of the art for this issue is changing rapidly. CEQ prepared guidance entitled, "Incorporating
Biodiversity Considerations into Environmental Impact Analysis Under the National
Environmental Policy Act," http://www.eh.doe.gov/nepa/tools/guidance!Guidance-PDFs/iii
9.pdf.

Noise

The DEIS should assess the noise impacts caused by blasting at the mine. How far will
Blasting and crusher noise carry? Does blasting occur on a 24-hour per day, 365-day per
year basis? Will it displace wildlife? Will blasting have any effect upon fisheries (e.g., effect of
blasting shock waves on spawning success, the impact on eggs in stream gravels)? Depending
on this analysis, it may be appropriate to develop alternatives with mine operations on less than a
24-hour basis to allow for some quiet times in the mine area.

Noxious Weeds

Among the greatest threats to biodiversity is the spread of noxious weeds and exotic
(non-indigenous) plants. Many noxious weeds can out-compete native plants and produce a
monoculture that has little or no plant species diversity or benefit to wildlife. Noxious weeds
tend to gain a foothold where there is disturbance in the ecosystem, such as mining, construction
and road building. EPA fully supports control of noxious weed infestations, particularly
integrated weed management (e.g., effective mix ofcultural, education and prevention,
biological, mechanical, chemical management, etc.), however, we encourage prioritization of
management techniques that focus on non-chemical treatments first, with reliance on chemicals
being the last reason, since weed control chemicals can be toxic and have the potential to be
transported to surface or ground water following application. In cases where noxious weeds are
a threat, the document should list the noxious weeds and exotic plants that occur in the resource
area. EPA recommends that the document detail a strategy for prevention, early detection of
invasion, and control procedures for each species. Early recognition and control of new
infestations is encouraged to stop the spread of the infestation and avoid wider future use of
herbicides. which could correspondingly have more adverse impacts on water quality, fisheries,
and biodiversity.

It is important that the water contamination concerns of herbicide usage be fully
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evaluated and mitigated. All efforts should be made to avoid movement or transportation of
herbicides into surface waters that could adversely affect fisheries or other water uses.
Herbicides, pesticides. and other toxicants and chemicals must be used in a safe manner in
accordance with Federal label instructions and restrictions that allow protection and maintenance
of water quality standards and ecological integrity, and avoid public health and safety problems.
Herbicide applicators should be advised of the potential for runoff of herbicides at toxic
concentrations into the streams. The applicators should take precautions during spraying (e.g.
applying herbicide only after careful review of weather reports to ensure minimal likelihood of
rainfall within 24 hours of spraying; special precautions adjacent to the stream to reduce runoff
potential; etc.). It should be unequivocally stated that no herbicide spraying will occur in
streams and wetlands or other aquatic areas (seeps, springs, etc.). Herbicide drift into streams
and wetlands could adversely affect aquatic life and wetland functions such as food chain
support and habitat for wetland species. Streams and wetlands in any area to be sprayed be
identified and flagged on the ground to assure that herbicide applicators are aware of the location
of wetlands, and thus, can avoid spraying in or near wetlands.

We believe that revegetation (reseeding with native grass mix) should be expanded to
seed any site within the control area where the vegetation density is low enough to allow
reinfestation or introduction of other noxious weeds, or erosion. The goal of the seeding program
should be to establish the sustainability of the area. Where no native, rapid cover seed source
exists, we recommend using a grass mixture that does not include aggressive grasses such as
smooth brome, thereby allowing native species to eventually prevail.

Pollution Prevention

Pollution Prevention, also known as "source reduction," encompasses practices which
reduce, eliminate, or prevent pollution at its source. By reducing the total amount of pollution
that is produced, there is less waste to control, treat, or dispose of, and there are less hazards
posed to public health and the environment. Under Section 6602(b) of the Pollution Prevention
Act of 1990, Congress established a national policy that organizes preferences for pollution
prevention. Under §6602(b) of the Pollution Prevention Act of 1990, there is an established
national priority that:

" pollution should be prevented or reduced at the source wherever feasible,

" pollution that cannot be prevented should be recycled in an environmentally safe
manner whenever feasible.

" pollution that cannot be prevented or recycled should be treated in an environmentally
safe manner whenever feasible, and

" disposal or other release into the environment should be employed only as a last resort
and should be conducted in an environmentally safe manner (emphasis added).

CEQ provided guidance for incorporating pollution prevention into NEPA through a
memorandum to Federal Department and Agency heads (Federal Register, January 29, 1993,
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pages 6478 - 6481). We raise this issue here in a general manner to note simply that this
national policy is directed at reduction of pollution at the source to be accomplished before
recycling, treatment, or discharge. We believe pollution prevention should be evaluated at each
level of the mining operation to promote recycling, reduce waste streams, reduce use of toxic or
deleterious substances, and reduce pollution from the Copper Flat Mine.

Pollution prevention is a voluntary program. Through pollution prevention efforts many
mining companies have been able to reduce or eliminate groups of pollutants, save money and
reduce regulatory requirements. For example, several mines have reduced solvent use to avoid
large quantity generator regulations under RCRA. Typically at mining operations, pollution
prevention focuses on heavy equipment/vehicle maintenance; reducing, reusing, or recycling oil,
degreasers, anti-freeze, etc. Some mines have also limited the number and volume of chemicals
used for maintenance or changed to less toxic or non-toxic chemicals. The EIS should address
avoidance and reduction of pollution at the source as the preferred course of action to lessen the
need to recycle, treat and otherwise implement the objectives of the 1990 Pollution Prevention
Act.

Also can hybrid, propane, electric, or alternative fueled vehicles be used at the site or for
employee transport to reduce air emissions and the risk of diesel fuel spills. Will metal, glass,
and paper recycling efforts be undertaken at the plant site to reduce both material needs and
transport of solid waste? What innovative means of pollution prevention can be undertaken by
the company, such as the use of alternative blasting agents that do not produce nitrate
contaminants?

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

The EIS should address how the facility will comply with State and Federal hazardous
and solid waste requirements, including what types of waste will be generated and how the
wastes will be disposed. The EIS should also addresses whether the "Bevill Rules" to the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (RCRA), as amended, are applicable to any
activities or processes at the project site.

Cultural Resources

The EIS should identify historical, archaeological, paleontological or other cultural
resources that may be affected by mine construction, operation, closure and/or reclamation,
including transmission lines and other appurtenant facilities. Knowledge of the presence or
absence of significant cultural resources in the project area and along alternative sites may be
important for a reasoned choice among alternatives.

Environmental Justice

Executive Order 12898. "Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low-Income Populations," requires that Federal agencies make environmental
justice part of its mission by identifying and addressing, as appropriate. disproportionately high
and adverse human health and environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities on
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minority populations and low-income populations. Environmental Justice encompasses a broad
range of impacts covered by NEPA, including impacts on the natural or physical environment
and interrelated social, cultural, and economic impacts. Detailed guidance on addressing
Executive Order 12898 in NEPA documents is available from CEQ, http://ceg.eh.
doe.gov/nepa/regs/ej/justice.pdf.
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 9:14 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Scoping Meetings held in Sierra Cty

 
 

From: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments [mailto:BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov]  
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 8:07 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Scoping Meetings held in Sierra Cty 
 
Another. 
 

From: Richard Spellman [mailto:connnmex@windstream.net]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 3:34 PM 
To: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments 
Subject: Scoping Meetings held in Sierra Cty 
 

 BLM Directors 
  
I live in Hillsboro, NM, just 5 miles from planned mining operation 
(NMCC). 
  
Between the news articles and info at the recent meetings, there has 
been lots of confusion on how much water 
they will be using and for how long.  Last August we heard uses of 1600 
gallons per minute (hours per day?) to up 8000 acre feet per year.  
Production wells at 900 feet and recently to 1500 feet.  Water will be 
recycled nine times then left in a pond. 
  
Our small Mutual Domestic system here in Hillsboro, are very 
concerned of loosing our water supply.  Okay we've heard "it's not been 
proven yet".  What is their plan if we do run out.   
  
Does anyone really know what the long range effects are going to be on 
the Animus Creek area and the lower Rio Grande? 
   
  
State it any way - it's a lot of water. I can't believe our state 
government officials can let this happen. The water rights allowed 
to this mining operation are criminal in my estimation. 
   
Our most important resource pulled out of the ground, endangering 
aquifers in the surrounding areas so 
they (NMCC) can reap nearly all the benefits, taking most of money to 
another country. 
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Jobs, jobs, jobs for a handful - at what cost?      
  
Thank you for reading my comments. 
  
My wife's family are part of the origination of this area.  We've owned 
our property since 1970 (acquired from the family). 
  
A very concerned volunteer resident. 
  
Richard A. Spellman 
575-895-5244 
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     NEPA PROCESS 
 
SCOPING MEETING 
 
In spite BLM’s best efforts, the two scoping meetings, especially the one held in Truth or 
Consequences, was more of a town hall meeting than a NEPA meeting.  Very little of 
the public comment in T or C addressed potential environmental impact. It is, therefore, 
particularly important that BLM, give serious consideration to written comments specific 
to environmental impacts and alternatives. Cumulative impact is especially important. 
 
DATA MISSING FROM THE PLAN OF OPERATION 
  
There are several places in the Plan of Operation for the Copper Flat Mine Project, 
Sierra County, New Mexico, where data is missing.  
 
For example, there are places where instead of data it just says:  "pending" or  "will be 
determined….." or  "will be added as design studies go forward…." and similar 
statements that are used in place of adequate data, studies, plans, reports, etc 
concerning the actual Plan of Operation. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
 
My comments are summaries or excerpts in full from comments of members of the 
Percha Animas Creek Watershed Association. I share in these comments.  They identify 
significant issues of environmental concern. Given the cumulative impact of these 
issues, the no action (no permit) alternative should be seriously considered. 
 
ALL ISSUES SUMMARY 
 
1.  Public costs for unusual maintenances on Highway 152 and/or Highway 27, neither of 
which is constructed for heavy truck traffic.  Alternative:  sufficient indemnification. 
 
2.  Traffic through Hillsboro of concentrates (Hwy 27 being designated as an alternative 
route in the PoO) resulting in vibrational damage to historic buildings, noise pollution, 
circulation problems, and the possibility of contamination and spillage.  Alternative:  
avoid Hillsboro. 
 
3.   Waste rock dumps and low-grade ore pilings may turn into leach dumps with 
subsequent drainage of acid into the ground.  Alternative:  line dump piles with 
composite geomembrane and clay liners with regular testing for leakage, or no mining. 
 
4.  Explosions deteriorate cultural artifacts at mine site and in Hillsboro.  Alternative:  no 
mining, or limitation on charges. 
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5.  24/7 operation violates dark sky provisions of state (though legally exempt) and 
endangers nocturnal birds and animals.  Alternative:  daytime operation, or use of dark 
sky lighting. 
 
6.  Damage to tourism, which is not only an economic issue but one of cultural and 
aesthetic  quality of life.  Alternative:  no mining. 
 
7.  Negative effect of “cross-overs” in the local job economy.  Alternative:  corporation 
policies that encourage the local economy. 
 
8.  Cone of depression at the mine might reduce well production in the area generally 
and at Hillsboro specifically.  Alternative:  reinjection of treated water into ground, or 
indemnification, or no mining. 
 
9.  Cone of depression at the mine might lower ground water levels and surface water 
levels in the Animas Creek watershed.  Alternative:  reinject treated water, or no mining. 
 
10.  Cone of depression at the well-site might effect ground water levels for residents on 
Hwy 152,  ground water levels in Animas Creek,  stock and agricultural wells in Arrey.  
Alternative:  no mining or indemnification. 
 
11.  Cone of depression at the well-site might effect the waters of the Rio Grande and 
Caballo Reservoir.  Alternative:  no mining. 
 
12.  Disruption of surface waters and a complete system of seeps, seasonal seeps, 
springs, natural seasonal ponds, etc. might effect the Animas Creek watershed system 
and endanger the Sycamore Groves, the Chiricahua Leopard Frog, and other species.  
Alternative:  no mining. 
 
13.  Operation of the mine prevents other claim holders from working their claims.   
Alternative:  change company policies on lockout and/or indemnification. 
 
14.  Holding pond for water from the pit may pollute ground water.  Alternative:  
geomembrane and clay composite liner for pond. 
 
15.  Limiting blasting to the daytime (PoO) suggests that blasting will exceed allowable 
noise levels for residents of Hillsboro and Animas Creek and environs.  Alternative:  
reduce the size of the charges, or no mining. 
 
16.  Using pitwater for dust control spreads concentration of metals on the land surface 
susceptible for migration.  Alternative:  don’t use the pit water for dust control. 
 
17.  Electrical usage a drain on grid and might have negative repercussions in Hillsboro.  
Alternative:  find another source of energy, solar or wind. 
 
18.  The use of magnesium chloride for dust control increases chloride concentrations in 
the pit waters and ground waters and adds to possible breakdown of HDPE in the liners.  
Alternative:  increase water use to keep down air pollution. 
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19.  Depositing tailings peripherally on the geomembrane to create beaches in order to 
hold the membrane in place also increases the downslope drag on the membrane and 
thus the possibility of membrane dislodgement.  Alternative:  analytical study of 
counter-forces. 
 
20.  The initial water need for 6,400 gals/min (over 10,000 af/a) is more water than 
available.  How long will it take to reduce this much water use to the projected steady 
state of 2,000 gals/min (3,200 af/a) is unknown.  Alternative:  no mining, or find other 
water source 
 
 
OTHER  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:  pollution, toxic dust, biological and other damages 
 
In spite of the mine’s claim that its use of waters will be “recycled,” none of the waters 
will be recycled in our normal sense of the word.  The water will be reused, but none of 
it can be allowed to return to the aquifer because it will be polluted.  The mine’s use is 
not environmentally sound and violates New Mexico’s conservation laws. 
 
Groundwater pollution is a real possibility in spite of state and federal permitting 
protections. 
 
The threat to the Animas Creek watershed, is substantial:  at issue are the Sycamore 
groves, the Chiricahua Leopard Frog listed under the Federal Endangered Species Act 
and two native minnows that are becoming increasingly rare.  
 
If the mine uses dry-stack tailings to alleviate the water pollution problem, air quality will 
become a major issue. 
 
Highway 152 will be damaged by the heavy truck traffic from the mine because it has 
no foundation, being a gravel road paved over—an added taxpayer expense. 
 
 
ACID LEVELS IN PITLAKE 
 
Acidity is going to be a problem in the pitlake when mining starts and periodically even 
without mining.  The ground is not basic enough to cope with freshly formed acids from 
heavy precipitation.  It will do so over several years, but in the interim the acid is still a 
threat to the surface water.  And it may be so in the ground water. 
 
 
 
CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
 
It is extremely important that BLM apply the principle of "cumulative effects" (specified 
in the NEPA handbook on the EIS) because a quick look at the Preliminary Final EIS done 
on Copper Flat in 1999 shows, e.g., that it deals with water and economic impact as 
separate issues  
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DAMAGE SETTLEMENTS 
 
The Office of Natural Resources Trustee (ONRT) and the U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) have reached a consent decree memorializing the 
settlement with Freeport-McMoRan for damages to wildlife and wildlife habitat at the 
Chino, Cobre and Tyrone mines has been approved by the U.S. District Court. The 
settlement includes $5,500,000 for restoration of wildlife and wildlife habitat, and transfer 
of 715 acres of land to New Mexico’s City of Rocks Park. 
  
The next step for the ONRT and the Service is to identify, plan and implement wildlife 
and wildlife habitat restoration projects.   
 
Since the wildlife resource injuries that occurred, as a result of the release of hazardous 
substances from the mines, relate specifically to birds, the focus of this restoration effort 
will be projects that provide benefits to birds and the habitat that supports them.  
 
 
DUST CONTROL  
 
Will the the pit lake water containing sulfates and total dissolved solids be sprayed for 
dust control?   
 
Copper concentrate will also be trucked from the mine to a smelter of railhead. 
 
Dust can cause upper respiratory irritation. Dry concentrate spilled on the highway 
would be difficult to clean, 
 
There are no studies about the long term effect if the dust gets into a river or stream. 
 
 
HIGHWAYS 
 
NMCC is planning to truck their milling "concentrate" to the smelter in Miami, Arizona or 
perhaps ship it to China.  
 
There is a likely use of 25 ton trucks hauling the 10 ton trailers, 8 trucks a day on a 350 
day production year on Hwy 152. Are the potential routes for truck traffic rated to 
handle the number and weight of the vehicles that would be used?  
 
 
LIGHT POLLUTION 
 
The operations plan indicates mining operations 24/7.  BLM should, therefore, consider 
as EIS alternatives: (1) only daylight operation; (2) limited night time operation 
(3) if nighttime operation - whether limited or all night - down light covers for all lighting; 
and (4) a study of the effect of nightime lighting -- how far visible, effect on bats? 
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PIPELINE 
 
The pipeline and the wells were abandoned on BLM land so they became BLM 
property. If NMCC does receive a mining permit will be written into the reclamation 
process that NMCC will have to remove the pipeline (and restore that land along the 
highway.  
  
 
PRODUCTION WELL FIELD DRAW DOWN   
 
There may be effects of the production well field drawdown on Animas Creek.  The 
Copper Flat 1999 PFEIS  page 310, second paragraph at the end notes: "Water 
pumping for irrigation in the Palomas Basin also has effected groundwater levels in the 
production well area and would continue to do so in the future, particularly if irrigation 
pumping rates increase." 
 
  
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES 
 
 
NMCC has claimed upwards of 6,500 acre feet of water, thus presenting a huge 
potential problem for business, residential and farm use of water, both current and 
future.  The NMCC claims that the jobs it will provide balance this huge loss of water 
rights in Sierra County.   
 
New Mexico’s groundwater is being used by residents, agriculture, and industry faster 
than nature can replenish it.  Therefore, any new use of water will have to come from a 
reduction somewhere else. Our growth depends on water use, whether development 
for new residents, businesses, or industry. 
  
The mine offers inefficient, short-term economic development and, because there is not 
enough water to go around, an end to all hopes for any other development in this 
county. 
 
If Tor C and Sierra County grew and developed to the full potential that 6,462 acre feet 
annually offers, sales in the order of $200 million would result.  That’s development that 
can truly add to our economy. 
 
Can’t we find better use for our groundwater than the Copper Flats Mine? 
 
We are talking about a huge amount of water, almost half of groundwater use in Sierra 
County for households, agriculture, and industry.   
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And this is water that will be so polluted it cannot be allowed back into the 
groundwater.  Other uses, like irrigation, recycle much of the water back into the 
ground, but not mining.  
 
People need to chose between the mine using this water and all the other things 
growth can bring, because there is not enough water for both.  
 
BLM should study if that is true and to estimate the extent of social and economic 
damage to the people of Sierra County and New Mexico if the Copper Flats project is 
permitted. If the results of these studies show a strong possibility of failure and if the 
consequences of that failure are significantly negative for the social and economic well 
being of the residents, we think the BLM should not allow the operation to go forward. 
All of the aspects of NMCC’s economic plan need be stated and included in a social 
and economic impact study.   
 
 
TAILINGS 
 
NMCC may be planning a new dam and a much larger tailings pond or the possibility 
of doing dry tailings. This needs to be discussed in the DEIS. 
 
The Operations Plan notes that:  "… tailings production estimated at 5.7 million tons 
annually.  An operational life of approximately 17 years is currently projected." This 
would mean  [5.7 x 17 = 96.9 million tons on top of a piece of high quality plastic]  [HDPE 
geomembrane of 60 ml ] [over 547 acres]  
  
From Golder Associates ,November 2010, Page 5, 103-92557: 
  
3.2 Hazard Classification 
The rules and regulations of the New Mexico State Engineer (OSE) indicate that the 
Copper flat TSF will be classified as having significant hazard potential.  According to 
the New Mexico Administrative Code (19.25.12.10 B NMAC):  

                 
Dams assigned the significant hazard potential classification are those dams 
where failure or  misoperation results in no probable loss of human life, but can 
cause economic loss, environmental damage, disruption of lifeline facilities, or 
can impact other concerns.  Significant hazard potential classification dams are 
often located in predominantly rural or agricultural areas but could be located in 
populated areas with significant infrastructure. 

  
 
 
TRUCKING OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 
Anyone using hazardous materials must have someone who is trained and certified to 
use the products. Question: Who is the Trucking Company, proof of Certification.  Proof 
of Bond.  
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For hazardous products stored on the Copper Flat Mine site will there be an EPA 
inspector on site at all times or might EPA be doing inspections periodically.   
  
Federal requirements for safety with hazardous materials require notification of proper 
authority about any spills.  Response Teams must come in to check up or clean up 
(whatever is required) if there is a spill. 
  
Ammonium Sulfide Solution will be used as a flotation reagent at Copper Flat in an 
annual quantity of 1,400,000 pounds (page 43 of the Mining Plan of Operation ).   
It will be traveling our highways. This product is listed as a hazardous material under 
criteria of the Federal OSHA, Hazard Communication Standard, 29 CFR 1910.1200.  
 
Upon release of product solution to the environment ammonia and  
hydrogen sulfide vapors will evolve. Both of these gases are highly toxic.  
Product solution is alkaline and corrosive to the skin. Eye contact will cause severe eye 
irritation and possible corneal damage.  Ingestion will result in corrosion of tissues of the 
gastrointestinal tract.  
  
Because of the possible presence of toxic gases and the corrosive nature of the 
product, wear self-contained breathing apparatus, pressure demand, MSHA/NIOSH 
(approved or equivalent) and full protective gear.  
 
 
VIABILITY OF THE MINING OPERATION 
 
 
The ore is still very low grade, 0.3% tops and running down to 0.2%.  The concentration of 
gold is in the "trace" category, and extraction would be very costly if even rewardable.  
Molybedenum is really the only added ingredient since Quintana was also pulling gold 
and silver (at about the same percentages as shown in this study).  Quintana was 
getting copper at 0.4%. 
  
There do not appear to be any additional reserves associated with this project.  You 
can’t recover low grades of gold or silver from copper ore except in a flotation 
concentrate, and unless you own the smelter you won’t get paid for it.   
 
In addition to the low grade of the Copper Flats site, there may be a limited market for 
its copper if NMCC is relying on China as a major buyer. The China Metallurgical Group 
Corporation, a Chinese government-owned company, plans to begin mining the 
second largest copper deposit in the world at Mes Aynak in Afghanistan in 2014. China 
paid an estimated 3 billion dollars to Afghanistan for the might to mine copper deposits 
over the next 30 years. 
 
The long-term, irreversible and cumulative environmental consequences of the Copper 
Flats project should be weighed against the likelihood that the project may not be 
economically viable and may be of short duration. 
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WATER (GROUND) QUALITY - SULFATE/SEEPS   

Water with sulfate over 250 milligrams per liter (250 mg/L) is considered to be unfit to 
drink by guidelines issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency -Safe Drinking 
Water Act.  High sulfate contents cause diarrhea and poor-tasting water. Water 
supplies serving 200 or more customers should not exceed 250 milligrams per liter, by 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
WATER QUALITY – NEW MEXICO REGULATION 
 
The is a legislative mandate for the New Mexico Environment Department to create 
water quality regulations specific to copper mining.  The Copper Rules Advisory 
Committee (CRAC) met 2/29/12 to discuss, the draft outline and general structure of 
the rules and draft rule language for variances and additional public notice 
requirements. 
 
The next advisory meeting will be May 3rd and cover draft rules for: Application 
Requirements, Leach Stockpile Operations and Decommissioning, SE/EW Operations, 
Fees and Definitions. 
 
According to NMED, the new rules will include operational and closure rules but will not 
include regulations for abatement. Abatement rules are covered in the NM water 
Quality Control Commission Regulations. 
 
BLM should consider these rules in its development of alternatives. 
 
 
WATER POLLUTION 
 
In addition, while most other uses of water return water to the aquifer, none of the 
mine’s water can be allowed back into the ground because of pollution, transforming 
a renewable natural resource into a non-renewable one. True recycling and 
conservation will be achieved only if NMCC decontaminates its production water in 
order to return water to the aquifer.  We, therefore, ask BLM and NMCC to consider 
water treatment as an alternative. 
 
The pit presents a special problem in water and water rights irregularities.  It presents 
also a problem in water quality.  The water in the pit lake is shown in Raugust and 
McLemore [“The Natural Defenses of Copper Flat Sierra County, New Mexico,” 2004] to 
be high in TDS and sulfate concentrations and sometimes higher than allowable in 
copper concentration and acidity so as to be possibly toxic to wildlife.  If this water is 
used for dust control, it should be done in conjunction with toxicity monitoring.  
 
A mine pit needs special scrutiny different from a well.  As a well, the pit violates all well 
regulations which are designed to prevent contamination of groundwater through the 
well.  It is, of course, not sealed from surface water run-off, having no barrier protecting 
groundwater from oil and gas drippings from trucks and mining equipment, etc.  
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Treating an open pit mine as a well without implementing protections can irreparably 
damage the groundwater.  
 
If the pit is not considered a well, that is, if it is claimed that the pit does not extend into 
groundwater, there are other difficulties. The water in the pit lake would then be surface 
water, the result of seepage above the lake and run-off from the natural contours of 
Grayback Arroyo.  Use of water from the pit lake would, then, require an application to 
the OSE for appropriation of surface water and a review of the effects upon the whole 
system of surface waters in the area.  
 

WATER RIGHTS 
 

 
Production wells for Copper Flat Mine are located on BLM land and the water used for 
milling will be transported through a pipeline on BLM land.  The BLM, therefore, has an 
interest in the water rights. The BLM needs to determine the direct and indirect effects 
of its decisions and the nature of its responsibility by clarifying the validity and quantity 
of water rights NMCC claims.  It can do this by requesting the NM State Engineer to 
review and to determine the substance of NMCC’s  water rights.   
 
It is also clear that no hydrological study of the environmental impact of this water use 
can be made without some certainty as to the quantity of water NMCC can use. 
 
Since the various owners of the rights NMCC has acquired have failed to use the water 
for over 29 years, the rights must be considered invalid.  Besides the law of forfeiture for 
non-use, non-use is ground for a charge of abandonment 
 
Even if NMCC’s water rights are not invalid, those rights are limited to 850 af/a. 
 Given this, BLM should consider the alternative of requiring the purchase of sufficient 
valid water rights for the full operation of the mine. 
 
In Sierra County, the water supply is diminishing and doing so not only because of the 
drought. Given this, NMCC’s projected use of water both extravagant and wasteful. 
The reuse of this water does not lessen in any way the net amount of water taken from 
the aquifer.   
 
WATER USE 
 
If these water rights are left to stand, it will impede every new appropriation for water 
use in the Lower Rio Grande Basin and thus prevent all other types of economic 
development and growth in Sierra and Dona Ana Counties. Then new use of this much 
water in the basin reduces the amount of water available for current users in the Basin. 
 
The direct effect of pumping this much water will result in a large cone of depression in 
the groundwater which threatens the wells of those living along Highway 152 near I-25, 
north into Animas Creek, and the agricultural wells in Arrey. This cone of depression in 
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the groundwater could reach Caballo Reservoir and cause a flow of water out of the 
reservoir, thus diverting river and watershed waters belonging to Texas and Mexico 
 
Since the mine pit is below groundwater level, it will have to be “dewatered,” that is, 
continuously pumped dry.  Given the uncertain geology of the area around the pit, the 
effect of this dewatering on the surrounding groundwater is unknown.  Replenishment 
of those waters removed by dewatering, through injections into the ground away from 
the pit, is equally uncertain since the area is highly fractured.  Thus dewatering may 
profoundly affect the water levels in Hillsboro, only 3 miles away. 
 
At this time, it is not known if NMCC will be using a dry or wet tailings procedure; 
however, if a dry stack tailings process is used, it will require a continuous, round the 
clock, source of water for dampening during the whole time the tailings cells are 
exposed in order to minimize air pollution.  This water supply is paramount from the 
public’s point of view and should be considered separate from production waters.  
Analysis needs to be done to validate the source, quantity, and continuous availability 
of this water over the lifetime of the mine.   
 
 
 
WATER TREATMENT (Perpetuity) 
 
 
MMD does not allow new mines, that would require perpetual care to be permitted.  
 
 
WILDLIFE/HABITAT 
 
Any activity, such as mining, which denudes natural landscapes by definition destroys 
native plant cover and reduces the area of available habitat for native wild species.   
Given that all wild species populations are regulated by the carrying capacity of their 
range, reduction in habitat area reduces the potential numbers of animals an area will 
support.  Wildlife on public lands is the property of the people of the United States.  To 
the extent that commercial activities reduce the populations of wild species, these 
operations take from the public and should be required to mitigate these losses by 
assuring protection and enhancement of non-impacted areas and by paying for 
restoration of habitats once the commercial land use has ceased.   
 
Because water will undoubtedly become increasingly limited in Sierra County, the large 
proposed rate of pumping by the mine has the potential of serious impacts on native 
vegetation and wildlife species.  This potential exists in at least three forms:  
 
 Lowering of the groundwater table, thereby eliminating stream flow in adjacent 
drainages, especially Las Animas and Percha Creeks. 
 
Cessation of flow for springs and seeps in surrounding landscapes, thereby reducing 
land area available to wild species dependent on open water. 
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Creation of a large open lake contaminated by mining by products.  Such open water 
will be an attractant to wild species in the desert habitats.   Of special concern would 
be effects on waterfowl and shore birds attracted to the area and effects on bat 
species,  
 
All of the above potential impacts are cumulative and ongoing, and suitable 
monitoring, followed by adaptive management of mining activities should be built into 
the mine management plan and enforced by the BLM and New Mexico State mining 
and wildlife regulatory agencies.   Monitoring should be carried out in a way that allows 
quantification of losses during the mining period and authority to require modification of 
damaging activities must be built into the process.    
 
Lesser and more specific areas of concern include effects of increased human activities 
and highway traffic on wild species, including potential for increased road kills due to 
increased traffic, and the possible effects of blasting on the efforts of Ladder Ranch to 
restore the black-tailed prairie dog and bolson tortoise.  These latter species are 
burrowing animals, and their response to nearby blasting is unknown.  Research will 
probably be needed to assess blasting effects upon these restoration efforts.  
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February 24, 2012

were
owned (5) in our area som.e

'1"V\<I].nO'<IJln~3C1A to station in Nutt; silver, nll....."lIl1.n.lIC1L:l>

mineral was As a simple man with only a he
mining, processes, minerals, ores, rock formations etc than any other man our area.
.....-_.... _....,,_ of Mines used to come down and visit quite often. He loved seeing new technology but

much respect for the ones that carne in left a mess behind.
I grew up with alittle'rockhound industry

a respect value it could our area.
to grow up.

When I was growing up, or Consequences wa~ a
were job opportunities for everyone, although not high paying or long term careers. Many
were ranch kids and that was their way of life, as it is today. Others took over their family's
businesses which were successful and still in business today; and, others got married and settled
down. A small percentage went to college and moved following their career paths.

Moving to Oregon with my that is I where finished school, and chose to spend my adult
years. I two sons, and I still returned "home' every year. It was a good life
and I was to have had a good job which allowed me many luxuries during those years.
I could see there was no future for me here. There was less and less opportunities for a career. I
retired after 31 years in the pulp and paper manufacturing industry and returned to New Mexico
along with my other siblings that also returned for other comers world when they retired.
One sister and one brother moved their
families in Hillsboro where my Dad still My sister Office and my
brother still owns his own Electrical Contractor business.

substance, mostly .... ....,11, ...., •

..""'....."1............"""'" people with .........."' .., JL....

the
working are in
place for them to work unless they get on with the county or state or phone company. Those
jobs are held mainly with older established people that have been they started and will
be until they retire, leaving few other job opportunities. The wait staff in the restaurants make an
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on no

u.""~""''''''''\..It.'''' at
least. I know they are not and I fully
what they have to go through to prove not only to themselves that this is the right step, but to the
BLM, Sierra County, all the environmentalists and wacko people that have decided to their
respective states and move into ours making it their homes. We welcome them, but please don't
let them change what and who we are: Miners and people who miners. It's long past due.
I only wish my Dad was here to speak and share this experience. Would he ever love this.

I look so forward to your support. Please feel

Thank you for listening,

I>...J ..........__..... "U .......... McVay
PO Box 398
Hillsboro, NM 88042

575.895.5232

to contact me at any time.
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Meghan Morse

From: Dave Henney [dhenney2@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 9:28 AM
To: Meghan Morse
Subject: FW: Public comments on Copper Flat EIS Scoping
Attachments: GRIPPublicComment-CopperFlat.pdf

 
 

From: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments [mailto:BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov]  
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 8:20 AM 
To: Dave Henney (dhenney2@cox.net) 
Subject: FW: Public comments on Copper Flat EIS Scoping 
 
Another. 
 

From: GRIP [mailto:grip@gilaresources.info]  
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 5:38 PM 
To: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments 
Cc: 'Sally Smith' 
Subject: Public comments on Copper Flat EIS Scoping 
 
Please see the attached comments on EIS Scoping for the Copper Flat mine. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Allyson Siwik, Executive Director 
Gila Resources Information Project 
305A North Cooper St. 
Silver City, NM 88061 
575.538.8078 voice/fax 
grip@gilaresources.info 
www.gilaresources.info  
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305A North Cooper St.  Silver City, New Mexico 88061 
575.538.8078; grip@gilaresources.info; www.gilaresources.info 

 

March 9, 2012 
 
Bill Childress, District Manager 
US Bureau of Land Management, Las Cruces District Office 
1800 Marquess Street 
Las Cruces, NM 88005  
 
Mangi Environmental Group 
7927 Jones Branch Drive, Suite #150 
Mclean VA 22102. 
 
RE:  Public Comment on Copper Flat Mine Environmental Impact Statement Scoping 
 
Dear Mr. Childress 
 
On behalf of the Gila Resources Information Project (GRIP), I am submitting comments related to 
scoping of the Environmental Impact Statement for the New Mexico Copper Corporation’s (NMCC) 
proposal for the Copper Flat Mine.  I serve as board president and Director of Responsible Mining for 
GRIP, located in Silver City, NM.  Founded in 1998, our mission is to promote healthy communities in 
Southwest New Mexico by protecting our environment. 
 
I have been actively involved in the process of mine permitting since the inception of the New Mexico 
Mining Act (NMMA) in 1992, and specifically involved in operational and Closure/Closeout plans and 
permitting for Phelps Dodge (now Freeport-McMoRan) mines in Grant County for the past 20 years. I am 
currently a member of the Copper Regulation Advisory Board, part of a legislatively mandated process 
whereby the New Mexico Environment Department/Ground Water Quality Bureau (NMED GWQB), 
Mining Environmental Compliance Section (MECS) is developing water quality regulations specifically for 
copper mining in New Mexico. 
 
I have outlined below a number of issues that should be addressed by the BLM in its Environmental 
Impact Statement on this new mine.  
 
Fully Assess Financial Security of New Mexico Copper Corporation and Require Adequate Financial 
Assurance 
 

 GRIP believes mining companies must assure the public and the regulatory agencies that they have 
the financial resources to develop a new mine in a way that is protective of the environment during 
operation and post closure.  Adequate and secure bonding must be calculated and posted in the 
event that NMCC goes bankrupt so that the mine can be cleaned up and reclaimed properly. BLM 
should take extra care with analyzing proposed financial assurance, especially as it relates to third 
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party guarantees. We do not believe that parent company guarantees should be admissible as 
secure bonding. 

 The EIS should assess the complete cost of third party interim operation, reclamation, closure and 
post closure maintenance and continued sampling and all other cost should the owners default. This 
would include a fully secured bond with no parent company guarantees.  

Require Full Technological Controls and Best Management Practices 
 

 We believe that any new mine, even a mine such as Copper Flat  that is planning on start-up on a 
pre-existing site with existing contamination, should be designed with full technological controls and 
use Best Management Practices in all operations and that any new facilities should be designed with 
closure and reclamation clearly anticipated and bonded for. Grant County mines did not have that 
advantage and so are paying the high price for necessary reclamation and perpetual, long–term 
pumping and treating of contaminated ground water, and expensive and extensive regrading of 
angle of repose stockpiles, leach piles and tailings piles. We do not believe BLM or agencies of the 
state should allow dilution with fresh water as an alternative to treatment for contaminated water. 

 The EIS should evaluate requirement of liners for any potential acid generating materials. 
 

Do Not Permit Copper Flat if Perpetual Care is Required 
 

 New Mexico Copper Corporation/THEMAC (NMCC) has applied for a New Mining operating permit 
with NM Mining and Minerals Division. In the New Mexico Mining Act Rules Section 19.10.6.606 B.7. 
New Mines Operations “the mining or reclamation operation is designed to meet, without perpetual 
care, all applicable requirements following closure. “ It seems impossible that NMCC could create 
the proposed 900 foot deep pit without needing perpetual pumping to assure ground water 
standards are met. Furthermore, drainage from tailings ponds could also generate contaminant 
plumes that may require pumping for extended periods of time possibly beyond modeling 
predictions as seen at other mines. 
 

Inadequacy of 2010 NMCC Sampling and Analysis Plan 
 

 The 1998 Environmental Evaluation Report for the Copper Flat Project, completed for  NMEMNRD, 
Mining and Minerals Division (MMD)  by Daniel B. Stephens and Associates, Inc (DBS&A ), stated 
that , at the time (1998), water quality data characterization as noted in Alta Gold’s submittals to 
MMD was “piecemeal, conflicting and questionable.” The Sampling and Analysis Plan and permit 
application submitted by NMCC  in 2010 which apparently, according to recent comments by MMD, 
NMED, and OSE, was in great part based on the past analysis, characterization, and modeling that 
DBS&A found so inadequate. According to the agency comments, the Sampling and Analysis Plan is 
still quite inadequate and lacking baseline data. There is known contamination from existing tailings, 
the nature of the pit as a flow through or hydraulic sink has not been adequately proven and the 
extent of existing contamination appears to be downplayed in the SAP submittal. It would be 
premature to base any BLM determination on such inadequate data. While NMCC may now be 
making an effort to update data, they are a long way from disproving the findings of DBS&A in 1998 
and adequately filling data gaps needed to provide comprehensive characterization to assure 
protection of aquifers, streams and other public land resources.  

 The EIS should collect and evaluate well established and agreed upon background data.  
 

Assess Water Supply Impacts of Copper Flat Project 
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 The EIS needs to assess the impacts of the Copper Flat project on groundwater resources in the 
vicinity of the proposed mining operation, including Percha Creek, Animas Creek, Rio Grande and 
adjacent groundwater wells. The DBS&A report found potential drawdown effects of the 1998 
projected pumping of 2,100 gpm for 10 year period (Life of Mine operation is now estimated at 
twice as long) from the production field and from ground water pumping of the pit at closure to be 
greater than any portrayed by Adrian Brown Consultant (ABS) for Alta Gold. Drawdown was 
predicted by DBS&A in 1998 to have effects on Percha Creek, the Rio Grande and especially Animas 
Creek.   

 Confirm that NMCC water rights for the project are valid under OSE rules and that mining operations 
will not cause impairment to any adjacent water rights owners. 

 The EIS should address the consequences of allowing depletion of surface and groundwater, 
especially in a time of predicted drought and uncertainty regarding climate predictability. 
 

Evaluate Water Quality Impacts 
 

 The EIS should carefully evaluate the water quality impacts of the proposed mine on groundwater 
quality. DBS&A also strongly disagreed with the SKR 1990’s assumption that the un-oxidized 
portions of the ore body do not pose a threat to groundwater quality. DBS&A stated that the sulfide 
minerals in the rock could rapidly oxidize with exposure to oxygen, and that low pH waters 
containing appreciable dissolved ferric iron, or both and “it has been shown that even completely 
un-oxidized sulfide minerals can be rapidly oxidized when the water table is lowered and the 
materials are exposed to air in the vadose zone.” They also disagreed that acid being generated in 
the vicinity of the pit, at the time of the report, is entirely attributed to past solution extraction and 
that regardless of application of sulfuric acid , acid rock drainage would occur given the mineralogy 
of the rocks. 

 It is critical that BLM’s EIS employ adequate characterization and modeling of existing contamination 
and potential future contamination of soils, surface and ground water quality, quantity and 
contamination, existing pit, existing tailings piles, any waste rock piles or other contamination of 
natural resources. 

 
Comments on Alternatives 
 

 No action alternative should evaluate clean up of existing contamination and no further mining or at 
the least the requirement for NMED abatement plan and bonding for existing clean up of 
contamination. 
 

Additional Issues for Scoping 
 

 Establish cooperative relationships between BLM and other permitting agencies such as NM 
Environment Department, EMNRD Mining and Minerals Division, Corps of Engineers, Office of the 
State Engineer, and others as appropriate. 

 EIS should conduct a detailed study of transportation/traffic, safety and road impacts on any 
highways used for haulage and/or employee traffic is conducted 

 Evaluate the potential positive and negative impacts of influx of employees on surrounding 
communities. 
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 Conduct baseline assessment of wildlife and wildlife protection and monitoring during mining, 
reclamation and post mining. 

 Assess potential for blowing dust and deposition of mine waste, road closures, and/or dangerous 
driving conditions and potential dangers are fully considered and mitigation options analyzed. 

 Given the boom and bust nature of the volatile minerals market, the enormous cost of start up for 
mining, the questionable reliability of long-term modeling, and the current predicted climate 
changes southwest, GRIP urges BLM to be extremely diligent in assessing the short and long term 
environmental consequences of allowing mining at Copper Flat.  

 
I thank you for consideration of my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sally Smith 
Director of Responsible Mining 
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Comment received on the Copper Flat Toll Free Phone Line 

March 1, 2012  5:37 pm 

 

This is Tee Kezrosky (sp?), from Elephant Butte, New Mexico.  The comments I would like to 

make is I do support the opening of the Copper Flats Mine and I also would like to caution if you 

go through peoples comments that there is a group called Citizens Against Virtually Everything 

and they will fill the comments with a lot of information from other countries and our own 

country that if you check their resources out they are old and out of date material and I would 

appreciate your considering this as you look through the comment material to make sure it is up 

to date.  I sure appreciate that. 

 

Thank you.  

Good bye. 
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1

Meghan Morse

To: Dave Henney
Subject: RE: Mine in Animas Creek

 

From: Wendy Tremayne [mailto:wendy@gaiatreehouse.com]  
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2012 1:09 PM 
To: BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments 
Subject: Mine in Animas Creek 
 
http://blog.holyscraphotsprings.com/2012/02/copper-mine-coming-to-nearby-community.html 
Wendy Tremayne 
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Copper Mine Coming to Nearby Community 

It's the 
dreaded 
mining issue 
moving into 
our backyard 
again. 
Several times 
since moving 
to NM people 
have said to 
me with 
pride, "my 
kids in the 
mining school 

in Socorro," or people when boasting about what's good about New Mexico list 
the school as though it were something to be proud of. It's not. It sucks. 
Mining sucks. No one should be proud unless they're working to shut one down. 
Social pressure has worked since time began, my reply to these comments is, 
"shame on you." 
 
A copper mine is headed into a community just a few miles south of town. It 
will destroy the place. it will wreck water, ruin land people and other forms 
of life will get sick and suffer. It will suck. No one who has anything to do with 
it should feel proud unless they're fighting to shut it down. 
 
Public comments must be sent before March 9th to be considered:   
BLM_NM_LCDO_Comments@blm.gov or fax to: 703 760-4899 
 

Posted by Wendy Jehanara Tremayne at Sunday, February 26, 2012  

6 comments: 

YATC2 Temperature Controller

  
Ferment Anything 

Share it

View stats  

Share this on Facebook 

Tweet this 

 Get more gadgets for your site 

Click Over To Our Store

Wendy & Mikey's Other Sites

Wendy's Website

Mikey's Website

Our Photos (Flickr)

Our Videos (YouTube)

Our Podcasts (mypodcasts)

Wendy's Project Swap O Rama Rama

Share  Report Abuse  Next Blog» Create Blog  Sign In

Holy Scrap 
Creating a Post Consumer Life & Homestead 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico  

jandean said... 

So sorry to hear this. Email, message and call every rep you have, at 
local, state and federal level. Even the ones that support this 
destruction. Often they have FB pages. Let them hear you! 

February 26, 2012 7:36 PM 

Peliens said... 
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Stimulant & Decongestant 

Search This Blog

Search

Blog Archive

▼  2012 (101) 

►  March (10) 

▼  February (59) 

Dinner Time: Sous-Vide Elk

Learn to Make French Bread in 5 
Minutes

What's Flowering?

Neighbor Ken's Broccoli Patch

Load Off Annie

Taking the High Pointers to Mescal

Copper Mine Coming to Nearby 
Community

I Think the Carrots Like the 
Compost!

Winter of Healing Arts in T or C

The thing about cats . . .

Mason Jar Ring Management

Cat in the Cold Frames

New Structures on a Busy Mesa

Favorite Head Phones

Cheap Denim Source for Fuel 
Filtering

Video: Kale Chips

Teaching the Neighbors to Solder

Home Mail Order Business

Healing Arts Clinic - February in T 
or C

Treat a Mercedes like a 1/2 Ton 
Pickup

Meet the PIMP

Mad Skills & New Faces in T or C

Garbage Irrigation Controller

Return to Sidewinder

Morning Fog

This makes me wonder: what is an efficient, clean and environmentally
-conscious way to get the mineral resources we need? Is there (could 
there be) an alternative natural resource movement? 

February 27, 2012 9:06 AM 

Killbox said... 

I might think differently if it was in my own back yard although i do 
consider TOC to be pretty close.  
 
But all in all I don't think there is anything inherently bad or evil in the 
concept of mining. Now there certainly is in the greedy corporations 
who often run said mines! Who waste and polite and usually run away 
and leave the mess behind. Are evil.  
 
I think if nothing else a school like NMT could work at finding less 
damaging ways to mine and refine what is needed. And on how the 
best restoration and mineral/metal leeching reduction/stopping could 
work.  
 
We also need to start mining and refining our own landfills. 

February 27, 2012 11:37 AM 

Patricio said... 

I'm not unsympathetic; but,well ..., 
 
Until Mikey stops using copper in his electronics (and the rest of us do 
so as well), we'll still need copper mines. Recycling helps some, but our 
demand is immense. NIMBY-ism is one of the reasons so much of our 
manufacturing has been outsourced (we transfer our pollution, along 
with the jobs). 
 
And Nimby-ism generally represents a form of greed and hypocrisy: I 
want the product, but it should be at someone else's expense. 
Fundamentally no different than the mine owner/operator's greed and 
hypocrisy.  
 
Move to a mining region, you shouldn't be so shocked and surprised 
when mining activities are proposed. 
 
I agree with Peliens comment. We need minerals, they must be mined 
in the few places they are accessible and we would be better advised 
to use our efforts to demand "efficient, clean and environmentally-
conscious" ways to get them.  
 
How to fight? 
 
Unless there is truly a fundamental flaw (locating a nuclear reactor 
directly on an active fault, for example), the best way to rationally 
fight these things is with a cost-benefit analysis approach. Yes, mines 
bring jobs and money (and tax revenues); but that is balanced by all 
the costs the citizens have to bear -- health impacts, deterioration of 
view, air quality, roadways, water quality, noise and on and on. Ah, 
the trick is how you value these intangibles -- for individuals and for 
the commons -- in a persuasive way. Creativity is required but much 
ingenuity has occurred in the 35 years since I used my economics 

3/8/2012http://blog.holyscraphotsprings.com/2012/02/copper-mine-coming-to-nearby-community.html
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background to fight my first zoning or permitting battle. 
 
Also, contrast short-term benefits (say, 500 jobs to build a pipeline, 
but only for 6 months, and only, say, 25 long-term jobs to maintain and 
operate it, which may not even all be local; and they won't be 
purchasing needed equipment, materials and supplies locally) vs. the 
long-term, generally cumulative, intangible costs. Decision-makers 
always over-value short-term benefits (and extrapolate them into the 
future) and under-value long-term costs (and discount them for 
uncertainty). Our society is notoriously "short-sighted". 
 
The cost analysis favorable to mining can be negatively skewed by the 
number of environmental and other restrictions imposed on the 
project; thus, it may become uneconomic to develop the mine. This is 
also true to the extent that external costs can be transferred back to 
the mine rather than borne by the commons. And, of course, delaying 
tactics by opponents are also a cost burden for the mine.  
 
Until the decision-makers (generally politicians) are made to feel 
genuinely threatened with loss of power and perks (like losing the next 
election), they have historically demonstrated over and over that 
they'll go where the money is and, not surprisingly, the standard 
argument in favor of a project is jobs and prosperity (look how the 
spaceport was promoted). And what is the drumbeat in this country 
right now: jobs, jobs, jobs. Damn the environmental regulations, full 
speed ahead. You may have your work cut out for you. 

February 27, 2012 5:35 PM 

mike said... 

I agree with "Patricio" It's one thing to be against mining--but are you 
willing to give up the things mining provides? Copper for electronics? If 
recycling would solve the problem demand and price wouldn't be 
rising. 

February 27, 2012 9:00 PM 

Wendy Jehanara Tremayne said... 

I appreciate the comments, they're more sophisticated than my hot 
headed reactionary post. Like most things it is a complex issue. I am all 
for stopping the behaviors that produce death. Even if we loose the 
copper, the toys, the technology. At some point, as a society, we must 
put life first. Perhaps there is a way to mine that does not leave life 
diminished. But till we find that way I'd like to see mining paused. 

February 28, 2012 7:42 AM 
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·1· · · · · · · · MR. CHILDRESS:· Once again, I would like

·2· to introduce myself.· My name is Bill Childress.· I'm

·3· with the Bureau of Land Management.· I'm the district

·4· manager for the Las Cruces District.· Hopefully, most

·5· of you were here earlier when I introduced the BLM

·6· staff.

·7· · · · · · · · And we're here to work with you, after

·8· the next 30 minute presentation, to help clarify any of

·9· the resources that we'll be evaluating through the

10· Environmental Impact Statement.· First of all, I want

11· to say that the applicant, New Mexico Copper

12· Corporation, they are here as well, and appreciate them

13· being here today to also answer questions once we get

14· back into, you know, the next answer -- next hour to

15· explain the operation a little bit to you.

16· · · · · · · · Also, I would like to -- Mangi

17· Environmental Corporation is the firm that's helping us

18· do the Environmental Impact Statement.· They will be

19· working with the BLM staff in perfecting a draft

20· Environmental Impact Statement that will go out to the

21· public for review.

22· · · · · · · · And, also, Ms. Teasley, I would like to

23· introduce her.· She is going to be our court recorder

24· today, and she will be trying to record.· So, when you

25· are up here making comments with three minutes, in your

http://www.jonesreporting.com


·1· three minutes that you have, please speak loud enough

·2· where she can hear you and she can record your

·3· information.· She'll ask for your name and address so

·4· she can also document that.

·5· · · · · · · · Once again, you know we're here tonight

·6· to hear what your issues and concerns are.· We don't

·7· have, you know, all the answers.· We wouldn't even

·8· pretend to have the answers, but what we want to hear

·9· are the issues and concerns that you have, as we

10· initiate the initial stages of preparing an

11· Environmental Impact Statement.

12· · · · · · · · And this will be one of many

13· opportunities for you to look at the document and

14· express issues or provide comments.· And I'm not going

15· to elaborate much more on that.

16· · · · · · · · I'm going to turn it over to Doug Haywood

17· who is the BLM project manager, and he is going to

18· facilitate the presentations that will be made prior to

19· the comment period.

20· · · · · · · · MR. HAYWOOD:· Well, I'm going to go ahead

21· and continue, even though we don't have electronics.

22· Hopefully, electronics will kick on.· Again, my name is

23· Doug Haywood.· I am the BLM project manager for this

24· project, and my job is to facilitate getting this

25· project to a final decision.
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·1· · · · · · · · We have no clue what that final decision

·2· is going to be, if it's going to be a yes or a no or

·3· what the case is going to be.· Our process here is that

·4· today we hope, by the end of the day, if not by the end

·5· of tonight, by the 9th of next month that all of you

·6· guys have had the opportunity to put in your concerns

·7· and your issues so that we can make sure that they are

·8· addressed in the EIS.

·9· · · · · · · · That's where these concerns and issues

10· that are produced today are going to be answered, in

11· the EIS.· We're not going to answer them today.· Today

12· we're going to gather those concerns.· The presentation

13· should take about 20 minutes today.

14· · · · · · · · Originally we were scheduled for a break.

15· If you guys want the break, we'll take it.· If not,

16· we'll just jump right into getting those concerns

17· recorded.· The BLM's mission statement is to sustain

18· the health, diversity and productivity of the public

19· land for use and enjoyment to further and future

20· generations.

21· · · · · · · · That's what we have to do with the public

22· land.· And we have got to make sure that the decisions

23· and activities that happen on the public land are there

24· to help -- are there for our children and our

25· children's children down the road.
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·1· · · · · · · · So, it's not a one-time shot on, you

·2· know, the decisions that we're making.· So, when we are

·3· making these decisions over the next year and a half,

·4· understand that that's -- those are -- that's our

·5· mission that we're living up to in the process of

·6· coming to do this project.

·7· · · · · · · · The Las Cruces District office, which is

·8· where this mine is located -- we manage over 5.4

·9· million surface acres.· We manager 7 million subsurface

10· acres, and we're basically encompassed in the southwest

11· six counties of New Mexico.

12· · · · · · · · Look at that technology.· See if it

13· lasts.

14· · · · · · · · Our district -- we have a lot of

15· resources that we oversee.· In this -- for this

16· particular project, there are over 25 specialists that

17· have been identified or specialist positions that have

18· been identified to help provide the BLM expertise in

19· getting to the answers of the questions that you guys

20· are going to produce at the end of the night.

21· · · · · · · · Bill has already introduced the staff

22· that are here, but there is another staff of probably

23· 17 or 18 people that are back in -- back in Las Cruces

24· who are here, willing to assist on getting this

25· through.
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·1· · · · · · · · So, please, do not hesitate to get ahold

·2· of any of us, you know, today, tomorrow, next month,

·3· next year, if you've got a concern.· And we will do

·4· everything possible to make sure we can get you an

·5· answer or at least tell you when we're going to be able

·6· to provide you an answer, if we don't have it today.

·7· · · · · · · · We have four cooperating agencies that

·8· we're working with.· We're working very close with the

·9· State of New Mexico.· We're working with the New Mexico

10· Environmental Division, the New Mexico Mining and

11· Mineral Division, New Mexico Department of Game and

12· Fish, and the Office of State Engineer.

13· · · · · · · · You will notice that the word pending up

14· there is opposite state engineers.· They are not

15· pending.· What is pending is the MOU between the BLM

16· and that office.· If you are aware, back in the fall

17· they had change of guard in their upper management.

18· · · · · · · · And so we're still in the process of

19· developing that MOU with them, but they have been on

20· board ever since I've been on board and participating

21· in this, and they will continue throughout this

22· process.· So -- so, we're not leaving anyone out.

23· · · · · · · · And one of the things that we want to

24· make sure that everyone realizes and understands is

25· that the federal government has a permitting process.
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·1· And New Mexico Copper has come into that permitting

·2· process, and that's why we're here today.

·3· · · · · · · · But the State also has a very rigorous

·4· permitting process that New Mexico Copper also has to

·5· go through.· And we will make sure -- we being the

·6· state agencies and the BLM, will make sure that we're

·7· working with each other, and -- to make sure that any

·8· permit that is required that needs to get -- that needs

·9· to happen, happens.

10· · · · · · · · And if it doesn't happen, we're going to

11· let the other agencies know that, Hey, right now we're

12· not doing B because we've got an issue, and until that

13· issue gets resolved, we can't resume.· We can't do

14· permit B or we can't produce whatever that permit is.

15· · · · · · · · So we're working very close with the

16· state agencies and we will continue to work with them

17· all the way through this process.

18· · · · · · · · At this time, I'm going to ask our NEPA

19· coordinator -- no.· I'm sorry.· Thank you.· I missing

20· half of my pages because I pulled them out.· We're

21· going to ask Mangi to come -- not Mangi.· Back up.

22· · · · · · · · We're going to ask New Mexico Copper to

23· come up and give -- go over about three slides and what

24· we -- the reason we want them up here and present these

25· three slides is they are the proponents.· They are the
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·1· ones who know what they are asking for, what they want

·2· to do and what their plan is to do.· And so we've asked

·3· them to come up, go through approximately three slides.

·4· · · · · · · · Once they get through those three slides,

·5· then we'll come back and go through the NEPA process.

·6· So Ann or Jen?

·7· · · · · · · · MS. CARPENTER:· Hi everybody.· I'm Ann

·8· Carpenter, project director of the Copper Flat Project.

·9· I have met a lot of you guys over the last year, year

10· and a half, since we've done community outreach and

11· engagement in introducing the project to the community.

12· · · · · · · · The Copper Flat Project is owned by

13· THEMAC Resources Group, and THEMAC Resources Group is

14· the publically traded company, with New Mexico Copper

15· Corporation being the wholly-owned subsidiary in New

16· Mexico.

17· · · · · · · · Andre Douchane is our new CEO, a New

18· Mexico graduate from New Mexico Tech, and he's got over

19· 30 years experience in the mineral industry.· We've got

20· 100 percent ownership of the Copper Flat Project.· And

21· we submitted a mine operating plan of operation with

22· the BLM, and that's the reason we're all here.

23· · · · · · · · The Copper Flat Mine was originally

24· discovered back in the '50s and built and operated in

25· the early '80s for a brief period of time in a bad
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·1· copper market.· It was financed at $1.70 copper and

·2· then operated at about 70 cents copper.· So they were

·3· never right -- on the right side of the earnings curve,

·4· but it indicated that the resources are effectively

·5· still in the ground.

·6· · · · · · · · And the project has not been developed

·7· since the early '80s, but it has been explored and

·8· under development through various companies over the

·9· years.· In 1986 because of the structure, the bank

10· structure that was holding -- the project was built

11· using debt financing.· So, therefore the bank owned the

12· project through a bankruptcy.

13· · · · · · · · So, the project was liquidated and all

14· the buildings were removed, although the foundations

15· were buried in place.· And some of the infrastructure

16· was left in place, like, some of the haul roads and

17· other access roads.· About 910 acres have been

18· previously disturbed by that early operation.

19· · · · · · · · We're -- our plan of operations is

20· proposing to reactivate, reutilize and expand the

21· project.· And there will be approximately 676 acres of

22· new disturbance.· The concrete structural

23· foundations -- we've been doing engineering analysis on

24· it, and so far they look to be very strong and

25· reusable, for the most part.
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·1· · · · · · · · We still have definitive engineering to

·2· complete on those, but the initial studies look very

·3· good.· Effectively utilize the previous layout, as you

·4· guys -- as we've been able to illustrate over the last

·5· year with our community work, and that site layout plan

·6· illustrates that.

·7· · · · · · · · The pit is -- then, to the east of the

·8· pit is the mill site and plant facilities, and then

·9· east of that is the tailings, much along the same lines

10· as when Tanner built.· Improve -- we're looking at,

11· through our feasibility and engineering analysis, to

12· look at improving the economic feasibility of the

13· project and refining it for efficiency and conservation

14· measures.

15· · · · · · · · And then, from a sustainability,

16· perspective, we're looking at the environment and

17· energy costs.· In the plan of operations, we're

18· proposing a 17-year mine life, based on the current

19· feasibility and pre-feasibility engineering work.

20· · · · · · · · We'll utilize water reuse strategies,

21· process 5.8 million tons of copper ore annually, and it

22· will yield about 36 million pounds of copper annually.

23· Reclamation looks to be a 10-year duration, with

24· stabilization of the slopes with vegetation, controlled

25· abandonment of monitoring wells, reclamation of access
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·1· roads and reclamation bond provides assurance.

·2· · · · · · · · I would also like to talk about --

·3· through our community outreach efforts, which we've

·4· initiated over the last 12 to 18 months, and through

·5· our quarterly meetings where we've been trying to meet

·6· with the communities, we've had a series of outreach

·7· mechanisms to make sure that we can engage the

·8· communities and get them involved in the project so

·9· that we can speak to you guys and find out what it is

10· that you are concerned about, so that we can keep

11· bringing that into our environmental and our

12· engineering processes.

13· · · · · · · · We put out an announcement that we put

14· out on Thursday, just to make sure that we had

15· engagement here, especially out of the Hillsboro

16· community because what we found, over the last 12 to 18

17· months, is that a lot of folks don't have access to

18· radios or -- I mean, to radio and to newspapers and to

19· Internet.

20· · · · · · · · So, we physically have begun to print

21· these ads up that we put in the local newspapers and

22· then get them posted at the Post Office and some of the

23· cafes.· Again, it's our mechanism for outreach, and we

24· wanted to make sure we got as many folks as possible

25· into these community or these scoping meetings.
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·1· · · · · · · · That's it.

·2· · · · · · · · MR. HAYWOOD:· Thank you, Ann.

·3· · · · · · · · With that, I would like to introduce

·4· Jennifer Montoya, and she's going to talk about the

·5· NEPA process and why we're here today.

·6· · · · · · · · MS. MONTOYA:· Thank you, Doug.· All

·7· right.· Well, the initial Environmental Policy Act is

·8· about 40 years old, and it is a mechanism that compels

·9· government agencies to minimize impacts to the

10· environment with proposed projects, and it involves the

11· public.

12· · · · · · · · And so this is a very important stage,

13· where we would like for you to provide input on issues.

14· And I hope you've all had the opportunity to look at

15· the more specific information around the room because

16· we list quite a few issues that we're already aware of.

17· · · · · · · · As Doug mentioned, we have a large team

18· of specialists in Las Cruces at the BLM office.· We

19· have hired Mangi Environmental Consultants who also has

20· a big team of specialists for us to think through many

21· of the consequences of permitting a mine.

22· · · · · · · · And we have this flow chart over here

23· that talks about cause and effect.· Many impacts may be

24· several steps removed from the actual process of

25· mining.· As to the -- we're in the -- sort of the
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·1· middle of scoping now.· We announced our scoping back

·2· in January, and it ends March 9th.

·3· · · · · · · · And what's very important is for us to

·4· hear from you in writing your issues.· And so we would

·5· like you to either -- if you want to just sort of

·6· casually comment on the poster over here with the cause

·7· and effect analysis, that's fine, but we really would

·8· like to hear from you in writing.

·9· · · · · · · · And you have these packets that you

10· picked up at the front desk or you can e-mail us at a

11· later date.· You still have until March 9th to write us

12· and get your issues, if you think they are not going to

13· be addressed in front of us, and so we can give them

14· the proper attention.

15· · · · · · · · So the open house is intended to listen

16· to you, to answer questions, to talk about this

17· proposed action.· And then once we have gathered

18· information, after March 9th, we will develop something

19· called a scoping report.

20· · · · · · · · You are helping us to find the scope of

21· the analysis.· To the next slide, Dave.· So this -- do

22· you have a pointer on you?

23· · · · · · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· I think we do.

24· · · · · · · · MS. MONTOYA:· So just to give you a sense

25· of -- we hope it's a two-year process.· We're not --

http://www.jonesreporting.com


·1· we've set ourselves some goals, and we're at the very

·2· beginning, the scoping period.· The NOI stands for

·3· Notice of Intent, and that's a phrase from the Federal

·4· Register, and so here we are going into the spring of

·5· 2012, our NOI, and here is our public comment period.

·6· · · · · · · · The end point we call a Record of

·7· Decision, and we hope to get there in about two years.

·8· And, after we receive your comments, we're going to

·9· work together, our big team that we've assembled, to

10· start analyzing the comments and the information, what

11· are the impacts of the mine development on the various

12· resources that Doug mentioned, visual, recreation,

13· range, watershed.· Watershed, I think, is on everyone's

14· mind.

15· · · · · · · · In about -- at the end of the year -- at

16· the end of the year in December, early next year, we

17· hope to have a draft based on all the input that you've

18· provided in our analysis, and then there will be what's

19· called a Notice of Availability.

20· · · · · · · · The draft EIS is available for your

21· review.· And we will have a 60-day comment period at

22· that time.· So, if you've signed up, if you've given us

23· your name or you've given us your issues, this is an

24· important time for you to review the document and give

25· us feedback.
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·1· · · · · · · · If we didn't analyze it to your liking,

·2· you really need to get back in touch with us.· We then

·3· review your comments, and then develop a final EIS.

·4· And, again, the Federal Register will publish a Notice

·5· of Availability.· We will address comments again at a

·6· later date, and then come up with what's called a

·7· Record of Decision, and then we end up authorizing the

·8· mine.

·9· · · · · · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 2:· Is that a given?

10· · · · · · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 3:· Is that a done

11· deal?

12· · · · · · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 4:· Is that already

13· a given?

14· · · · · · · · MS. MONTOYA:· That was -- I set myself

15· up.· We would authorize the mine if we accept the

16· proposed action.· And so we'll talk about that more in

17· a second.· Go ahead.· So, let's see here, we are in the

18· scoping and informing the public of the intention to

19· mine.· Solicit the input from the public on issues so

20· the project minimizes environmental impacts.· Our next

21· steps, Mangi and BLM are developing alternatives,

22· analyzing impact, writing the EIS.

23· · · · · · · · So, this developing alternatives -- we've

24· been given -- we've been given a proposal.· We will

25· look at this proposal and we will actually think about
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·1· other ways to potentially achieve the project with

·2· potentially different impacts.

·3· · · · · · · · So the alternative -- you will see more

·4· than one alternative to the proposed mine.· And then we

·5· write the EIS.· And, again, we provide public

·6· opportunity to comment on the draft EIS.

·7· · · · · · · · So that should give you a heads up on

·8· where we're going and the kind of involvement we expect

·9· from you and then where we intend to go.· I think

10· that's it.· Okay.· Back to Doug.

11· · · · · · · · MR. HAYWOOD:· We'll kind of go over the

12· milestones on the next slide and give you an idea on

13· what we're looking at for dates.· Again, March 9th is

14· that critical date.· That's when -- you know, after

15· March 9th, we're not taking any more public scoping

16· information into the draft EIS.

17· · · · · · · · Around middle of September, first part of

18· September, we're going to have our first internal,

19· complete, rough draft of the EIS, of the draft EIS.

20· · · · · · · · By mid November the agency, BLM, is going

21· to get back to the managing contractor and say, We've

22· looked at it.· These are areas that we believe need to

23· be beefed up.· These are areas that need to be thinned

24· down and go through that process.

25· · · · · · · · Then our plan is we're having a meeting.
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·1· We've got a meeting already scheduled for the first

·2· week of December, and we're going to sit down in that

·3· meeting.· And our goal is, when we walk out of that

·4· meeting on Thursday afternoon, that we have a draft EIS

·5· in final format to go to Santa Fe, which is where our

·6· state office is for their review.

·7· · · · · · · · At that point, the state office will do a

·8· review.· Washington office will do some review, and

·9· then they will get that back to us.· Once we get those

10· edits tuned back into it, then we will make that EIS.

11· That's what Jennifer was talking about earlier.· We'll

12· make that EIS to become a public document for your

13· review and that 60-day window will open up again for

14· comment.

15· · · · · · · · Once that's been completed, we're going

16· to draft what we would consider the admin final EIS.

17· Again, go through that review process, get it out there

18· for you guys to make your -- any last minute comments

19· on what we -- what we have done from the previous

20· comments.· And then we'll make a final Record of

21· Decision on what the Record of Decision and the issues

22· is based on the EIS.

23· · · · · · · · How can you input into this NEPA process?

24· How can you help us with the scoping?· As Jennifer and

25· I've already mentioned, do it in writing.· There's a
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·1· bunch of those forms that you can fill out on one side.

·2· Fold it over, put a staple on it and stick it in the

·3· mail.· You can do it that way.

·4· · · · · · · · When we get done with this presentation,

·5· the court reporter will be up here.· We'll take your

·6· questions when you are up here at the mic.· And, again,

·7· please remember when you come up here and you do

·8· provide your question, that you provide your name at a

·9· minimum and, if you could, your name and your address

10· would be appreciated.· That way we can make sure that

11· you are notified next time.

12· · · · · · · · If you don't want to provide your name,

13· that's fine, but then you have no recourse when it

14· comes down to the second draft on your original comment

15· because it wasn't in there because it's from an unknown

16· source.· So, please, it's important to at least provide

17· us your name.

18· · · · · · · · You can e-mail us.· There's the e-mail

19· address here.· It's also in the literature.· We have a

20· Web site that you could go to that will connect you to

21· a comment form.· You can mail it to us.· Again, if

22· you'll look at the mailing address, you'll notice

23· there's a VA address, and that's because that's where

24· Mangi's headquarters is.

25· · · · · · · · And just remember they are an arm of the
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·1· BLM in this process.· So, you are not sending it off to

·2· some data collection agency.· You are actually sending

·3· it to our contractor who will bind those.

·4· · · · · · · · And part of the requirements for us, too,

·5· in our EIS is we will compile every question that is

·6· brought forward.· Every concern that is brought forward

·7· will be compiled and it will become part of the EIS

·8· itself.· It will become an appendix within the EIS so

·9· that you can make sure, when you are looking at the

10· EIS, that we've addressed that issue that you brought

11· forward.

12· · · · · · · · There's a toll free number you can call

13· and leave information on or you can also fax it to us.

14· So now we're on to the public comment period.· Again,

15· March 9th, we've got to keep drilling that in.· If it's

16· fine with everyone, I would like to keep going

17· unless -- is there someone that needs some break?

18· · · · · · · · If you need a break, we can take a break.

19· If not, let's keep going.· Let's keep going to save the

20· time.· Remember, too, when we open it up for the public

21· scoping meeting, please come up.· Tell us your

22· concerns, but remember try to keep it to under three

23· minutes if you can because there's a lot of people

24· here.

25· · · · · · · · It's not that we're not interested in
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·1· your questions, but if it's going to take more than

·2· three minutes, let's get together afterwards.· Make

·3· sure it gets written in.· Send it on the written form

·4· so we can get it.

·5· · · · · · · · We don't want to take up everyone's time

·6· with one or two questions.· The second thing is, even

·7· though there's BLM people in the room, there's state

·8· people in the room, the Copper company is in the room,

·9· the contractor is in the room, we're not here to answer

10· questions tonight.

11· · · · · · · · We're here to get the questions so that

12· we can take your questions and develop the draft EIS.

13· So, we're not going to be answering a question or we're

14· not going to defend or, you know, do that type of

15· communication process for the rest of tonight.

16· · · · · · · · Anything else, Bill?

17· · · · · · · · MR. CHILDRESS:· No.· Let's get started.

18· · · · · · · · MR. HAYWOOD:· Okay.· With that, the floor

19· is open.· Come on up, sir.

20· · · · · · · · MR. CHATFIELD:· My name is Harvey

21· Chatfield.· I live on Animus Creek, and I don't really

22· have any questions.· I worked at the mine from the time

23· they did the decline until I got the sad job of tearing

24· the dang thing down in the space of about ten years.

25· · · · · · · · And I always liked to comment, My old
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·1· neighbor said one time -- he said, Harvey, that job

·2· probably saved the ranch, didn't it?

·3· · · · · · · · And I said, Yes, sir, it did.

·4· · · · · · · · So, I would love to see it reopen.· And I

·5· think it would give a lot of -- a lot of employment to

·6· a lot of folks around here that need it.· That's all I

·7· have to say.· Thank you.· Next.

·8· · · · · · · · MR. BURNS:· Thank you.· I'm Robert Burns,

·9· President of the Hillsboro Mutual Domestic Water

10· Consumers Association Board of Directors, which for

11· obvious reasons I'll refer to as Hillsboro Water.

12· · · · · · · · And I'm providing comments as president

13· of Hillsboro Water.· Hillsboro Water is a political

14· subdivision of the State of New Mexico under the

15· Sanitary Projects Act, and it's predecessors code

16· section 3-29 of the NMSA.

17· · · · · · · · Hillsboro Water is mandated to provide

18· domestic water needs of the association, providing

19· pristine water as requested.· We hold underground water

20· rights to meet that mandate.· The members of the

21· Hillsboro Water have a right to a full glass of

22· pristine water when they turn on the tap.· A glass

23· which can only be filled halfway or a glass which does

24· not contain pristine water adversely affects their

25· safety, their welfare, their livelihood and their
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·1· financial investments.

·2· · · · · · · · The proposed Copper Flats Mine will

·3· withdraw large amounts of water from the underground

·4· water supply used by Hillsboro Water.· There is no

·5· reason to believe that withdrawing this amount of water

·6· will not adversely affect the water supply of Hillsboro

·7· Water, both in terms of the quantity of water available

·8· and in terms of the quality of water available.

·9· · · · · · · · There is a prima fascia case that the

10· withdrawal of these amounts of water by the Copper

11· Flats will adversely affect the members of Hillsboro

12· Water.· On July 19, 2011, the board of directors of

13· Hillsboro Water requested that the Office of the State

14· Engineer provide it with assurance that the actions of

15· the Copper Flat Mine would not adversely affect safety,

16· welfare and livelihood of the members of the

17· association.

18· · · · · · · · The Office of the State Engineer has, as

19· of this date, refused to provide that assurance.

20· Therefore, we request two actions by the Bureau of Land

21· Management and its agents.

22· · · · · · · · 1, that a fully scoped and funded social

23· impact assessment be included in the EIS, with

24· particular emphasis on the social and economic

25· disruption of the Copper Flats proposal on the water
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·1· supply to Hillsboro, and;

·2· · · · · · · · 2, and in support of the first, that a

·3· comprehensive mapping and assessment of the aquifers

·4· used by Hillsboro Water and the proposed Copper Flats

·5· Mine, to include the area to the west of Hillsboro as

·6· far as the crest of the Black Range, be performed and

·7· that a predictive assessment in modeling protocol be

·8· developed, which will determine when the water supply

·9· will be stressed to the point of endangering the

10· safety, welfare and livelihood of the members of the

11· Hillsboro Water Association.

12· · · · · · · · To aid you in your endeavors, we are

13· providing you records, which are attached.· And I have

14· a comment form for the last five years of the static

15· level and drawdown levels of the wells we use.· We've

16· also provided the results of water quality assessments

17· performed under the auspices of the State of New

18· Mexico.

19· · · · · · · · We note that static level, drawdown level

20· and water quality are all lagging indicators.· When the

21· well level drops, when water goes bad, it's unlikely

22· that we can recover.· It is for that reason that the

23· development of leading indicators and the

24· implementation of systems to utilize them, as I

25· previously described, be a part of any alternative
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·1· considered by the Bureau.

·2· · · · · · · · And we feel that, lastly, that an EIS

·3· which fails to provide a fully scoped and funded social

·4· impact assessment is deficient on its face.· Thank you.

·5· · · · · · · · MR. RICTOR:· My name is Jeff Rictor.· My

·6· address is 614 Broadway, T or C.· I've been a Sierra

·7· County resident, residing in T or C since 1985.· I'm

·8· the owner of Rictor Land Surveying and responsible

·9· registrant in charge.

10· · · · · · · · The development of the Copper Flat

11· Project will positively and directly affect the

12· economic growth of Sierra County.· Currently, our

13· county has little industry.· The middle class survives

14· on entry level wages and the tax base is small.

15· · · · · · · · This project will provide -- will provide

16· well-paying jobs and pay taxes in the county coffers.

17· Counties in the western states have large areas of

18· federally administered land on which few taxes are

19· paid.· According to the Constitution and the States

20· Enabling Acts, the federal government was to dispose of

21· the public domain within the states' boundaries

22· according to the Equal Footing Doctrine.· This has

23· failed to happen.

24· · · · · · · · Environmental Activists, overreaching

25· bureaucracy and an activist judiciary are holding the
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·1· natural resources and resulting tax base hostage to the

·2· detriment of the states -- of the western states and

·3· their counties.

·4· · · · · · · · To survive and prosper, Sierra County and

·5· its citizens must be able to reap the benefits of

·6· entrepreneurial investment and to develop the economic

·7· resources that the original 13 states and their

·8· counties enjoy.· Thank you.

·9· · · · · · · · MR. LORIMAR:· Hi there, my name is Dan

10· Lorimar.· I'm a 40-plus year resident of Sierra County.

11· My address is Post office Box 743 in Williamsburg

12· 87942.· I appreciate Bob's comments.· The Sierra Club's

13· concerns are broader and less specific.· Although,

14· without the specifics, our concerns would basically

15· mean nothing.

16· · · · · · · · Obviously, water is at the top of our

17· list of concerns.· The effect of prolonged pumping at

18· projected consumption levels on existing residential

19· and commercial wells in the area is a huge concern of

20· ours.· Additionally, we're concerned about the

21· potential dewatering of both Percha and Animus Creeks.

22· · · · · · · · We also are concerned about the impacts

23· of this prolonged pumping on the groundwater flows into

24· Caballo Reservoir and the Rio Grande River.· Impacts to

25· water quality for mining operations on existing
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·1· residential and commercial wells in the area, as well

·2· as surface waters from such sources as tailing ponds,

·3· chemical contamination or insufficient equipment

·4· maintenance protocols are also high on our list of

·5· concerns.

·6· · · · · · · · Additionally, we're concerned about the

·7· short longevity of this project and the impact -- the

·8· long-term impact on Sierra County's economy.· This

·9· might provide some dollars into the economy.

10· Unfortunately, when it ends, it ends.

11· · · · · · · · And that -- and that economic boom --

12· instead of the stability of slow economic growth, this

13· boom/bust process involves us making some money for a

14· few years, but then crashing down and being worse off

15· afterwards than we were to start with.

16· · · · · · · · Many, many counties and communities have

17· refused projects like this that have shorter than

18· 40-year life spans.· 17 years is very, very short.

19· It's going to make a bump in Sierra County's economy,

20· if it happens.· And let me just say, to make it clear,

21· we don't want to see this project happen.· We think

22· it's a bad idea for the reasons I've just stated and

23· other reasons, too.

24· · · · · · · · For instance, the costs to the county to

25· maintain the highway.· Will they have to thicken it?· I
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·1· believe they will.· Will they have to widen it?· I

·2· think that's very likely.· Who is going to pay for

·3· that?· We are.· So it's important to keep in mind that

·4· there are distinct downsides to a project like this

·5· beyond the water concerns.

·6· · · · · · · · And we'll be submitting written comments.

·7· With that I'll end, and thank you very much.

·8· · · · · · · · MR. STRETCH LUNA:· My name is Fred

·9· Stretch Luna.· My family has been here slightly over

10· 200 years.· My dad worked 23 years at 13 underground

11· mines at Grant County.· He put in 33 years with

12· Kennecott, and what Mr. Barnes said as far as the

13· water, I've seen some of the effects of the water

14· system.

15· · · · · · · · I worked with the water department in the

16· town of Central where I grew up at.· As far as the

17· economic situation, I worked with the employment

18· screening department.· I was in charge of the finance

19· department.· Whenever anybody came from Washington to

20· the regional office in Dallas and throughout the state

21· for different projects, I was involved in that going

22· back to the economic thing.

23· · · · · · · · Again, the economic projects -- the money

24· ran out.· Okay.· People again -- I came back to food

25· stamps and welfare and no telling what else.· As far as
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·1· the -- I say these houses -- again, my

·2· great-grandfather built some of these houses.· The

·3· oldest houses are 132 to 150 years.· The house where I

·4· live is a young house.· It's only 130 years old.· They

·5· are still standing.· Some of them do have cracks.

·6· · · · · · · · Again, there will be underground

·7· blasting.· When there's underground blasting, I don't

·8· care how deep it is, it will affect the adobe houses

·9· that are here in town.· There are a few mobile homes,

10· which will not be affected.

11· · · · · · · · Again, as far as I'm concerned, and I

12· have contacted several members -- a couple members from

13· Congress, the governor and several other state agencies

14· in the last couple of years.· Again, I would let

15· everybody know here, and I hope that my friends stay my

16· friends, and, if not, well, okay.

17· · · · · · · · I am against the project in every

18· respect.· Again, not just on the economic project,

19· again, the wildlife and the water system.· I have seen

20· this town before the water system came in.· People out

21· here had wells, hand-dug wells.

22· · · · · · · · When there was no water, again, we were

23· lucky we had a couple of city wells.· So, again, I've

24· seen the water situation, the economic situation and

25· again the environmental situation.· And, again, I
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·1· repeat I am against this project 100 percent.· Thank

·2· you.

·3· · · · · · · · MR. BARR:· This may be a little jerky

·4· because I certainly didn't expect to say anything

·5· tonight.· But, over and over again in Sierra County, it

·6· comes to me that the real resources of the county are

·7· its nature, the nature of the county.

·8· · · · · · · · And any project which destroys that is a

·9· bad idea.· Many, many projects of the mining sort have

10· hidden economic aspects.· In the economic literature,

11· it's called externalities.· The externalities are kind

12· of the difference between what people pay for something

13· that they produce and sell to someone else and the

14· actual cost.

15· · · · · · · · And it's already been referred to that

16· these actual -- that those differences in the actual

17· cost are eventually paid for by the public at large,

18· and very likely the local economy.

19· · · · · · · · The county has, in the past, made

20· predictions about its economic trajectory, and most of

21· those involve taking advantage of the nature -- the

22· nature in Sierra County.· I think those surveys show

23· what kinds of changes in the population have occurred

24· as retirees come in and pay top dollar for a variety of

25· things.
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·1· · · · · · · · And it also -- the BLM itself has

·2· emphasized the advantages of this area in terms of

·3· tourism.· Those things go on and on and on and don't

·4· end after 17 years.· And I think that the BLM should

·5· increase its scope, certainly, to look at the costs to

·6· other aspects of our economy in the near future and in

·7· the long term.

·8· · · · · · · · REPORTER:· I'm sorry, sir.· Could you --

·9· · · · · · · · MR. BARR:· Lloyd Barr, 76 Courtside Ridge

10· Road, Nominal Way, but it's a Post Office, Hillsboro

11· 88042.

12· · · · · · · · MR. BUSMAN:· Bill Busman, Animus Creek,

13· HC 31, Box 89, Caballo.· I live about 3,000 feet due

14· north of the production well field that they will be

15· using for the mine.· I got no problem with the mine as

16· long as they move the production well field to Jen's

17· backyard or Ann's backyard.

18· · · · · · · · I would like to recognize two scientists

19· who aren't here tonight because they passed away since

20· the '96 hearing, Adrian Brown, the hydrologist, who

21· once told me that the reason our aquifer is not

22· connected to the production well field aquifer is

23· because of these giant Pleistocene beavers whose tails

24· padded down the clay in Animus Creek to keep the

25· production well field separate from Animus Creek.
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·1· · · · · · · · He told me that with a straight face.

·2· Also, Tim DeYoung, the water rights lawyer from

·3· Modrall, Sperling, legal representative in New Mexico

·4· who told me over lunch one time in T or C that since

·5· Arizona sycamores can't own water rights, if they kill

·6· them all off, go sue them.

·7· · · · · · · · Anyway, we're concerned about that

·8· intersection of the north/south faulting that

·9· intersects Animus Creek.· I'm sure you've all seen it

10· on the geologic map, the scientists here, and it's a

11· poorly understood faulting system and it will be

12· interesting to see how they show no effect.

13· · · · · · · · In the past, when the price of copper

14· went below a dollar, of course, those aquifers were

15· connected and studies, after the price of copper went

16· up above a dollar showed, of course, they are not

17· connected.· So I'll be looking forward to it.· Thank

18· you.

19· · · · · · · · MR. HAYWOOD:· Is there anyone else?

20· · · · · · · · MR. PLAINTIFF:· My name is Arlene Lynch,

21· and I'm a 13-year resident of Hillsboro.· I have a

22· well.· I'm not on city water.· So, of course, the water

23· is of a concern to me, Post Office Box 472 88042.

24· · · · · · · · I just have one slight thing that occurs

25· to me.· We can no longer take lawn trash, tires,
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·1· anything except kitchen garbage to the dump because

·2· Sierra County can't afford to take the dumpsters away.

·3· So the only dumpsters -- the only thing we can legally

·4· take to the dump now is the garbage that occurs in your

·5· kitchen.

·6· · · · · · · · If Sierra County can't afford dumpsters

·7· so we can take that stuff away so that it doesn't end

·8· up being thrown into arroyos, how are they going to

·9· afford to maintain the roads with -- I can't get a

10· number on the amount of trucks, but I did see the

11· number on the millions of tons of ore that are going to

12· occur.· How are they going to afford to keep the roads

13· repaired if we can't afford to haul our garbage away?

14· Thank you.

15· · · · · · · · MR. YEH:· My name is Max Yeh, Y-E-H, P.O.

16· Box 156 Hillsboro 88042.· I just -- I have two little

17· statements to make.· Actually, I have a lot of

18· statements to make.· I have about 44 points, but I

19· think I better send them in.· Number 1, because water

20· is limited in the lower Rio Grande Basin, water use is

21· competitive.· Right?

22· · · · · · · · We have a certain amount of water in the

23· ground that we could use, and that's it.· So people

24· compete for this.· This drives the price of water up.

25· Okay.· This being said, in this area, you cannot look
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·1· at economic status of the county isolated from the

·2· problem of water because everybody is competing for

·3· that water.

·4· · · · · · · · You cannot have further development if

·5· all the water is used in this one development.· It's

·6· very simple.· So you can't say, Oh, you know, the mine

·7· is going to bring 100 permanent jobs for 20 years and

·8· have that be a meaningful statement about the economy.

·9· · · · · · · · It has to be -- all right.· What is it

10· taking away from the economy?· All right.· Now, the job

11· situation is linked to water.· And the creation of jobs

12· by the mining industry is relatively inefficient.· That

13· is almost all the other industries create more jobs for

14· the same amount of water.

15· · · · · · · · So, you can't say, Oh, great.· The mine

16· is going to bring economic revival to this area.· It's

17· going to depress this area; right, because it's taking

18· away the jobs that might have been from that water.

19· · · · · · · · How many jobs will this amount of water,

20· which is 33, what -- about 3,300 acre feet a year of

21· water, which is a huge amount of water, and it's

22· actually more than that because, according to the plan

23· of operation, initial pumping will be 6,400 million --

24· 6,400 gallons per minute, which is about 10,000 acre

25· feet a year of water for the initial operation.
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·1· · · · · · · · That is two-thirds of the groundwater of

·2· this county.· That's a lot of water.· If you had that

·3· water in the ground, how much money will that bring to

·4· the -- to this County.

·5· · · · · · · · So, the economic thing cannot be, you

·6· know, just set aside from the fact that it's going to

·7· cost the economy, you know, that the mine brings us,

·8· will cost us in the long run.· It will cost us more

·9· than we get at the front end.· That's just number 1.

10· · · · · · · · Okay.· 2, the cone depression at the mine

11· site because they are digging this big pit; right, into

12· the ground, 800 feet down, can damage the nearby

13· geothermal springs; right?· We've got a warm springs

14· out there.· And I would like to see that included in

15· the scope of the study.· Thank you.

16· · · · · · · · MR. HOLLOWAY:· My name is Mike Holloway.

17· I live on Animus Creek Road.· I live within a sycamore

18· grove, have a hand duck rail, concerned about these

19· other issues that have been brought up about water,

20· road traffic, impact economically.

21· · · · · · · · My concern also is the air quality.· We

22· live straight downwind from the mine tailings, which

23· will polarize dust.· And the winds, as you know, are

24· quite strong around here.· So, I'm against this mine.

25· · · · · · · · MR. MASSENGIL:· My name is James
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·1· Massengil.· My address is HCR 31, Box 97-A, Caballo,

·2· New Mexico.· I own a little adobe down the street.

·3· Well, take that back.· Barbara owns it.

·4· · · · · · · · I came here devoted not to say a word

·5· tonight, but I found myself in the same shoes that I

·6· was some little over three years ago when somebody was

·7· going to diddle around with Project Creek Watershed

·8· into Caballo Lake.

·9· · · · · · · · And, like I said, I wasn't going to say

10· anything, but the chairman of the committee or the

11· group, the conference or the open session, whatever you

12· wanted to call it said, Mr. Massengil, Do you want to

13· say something?

14· · · · · · · · I said, Well, since I'm standing up, I

15· guess might as well.· And those of you who were there

16· know I want to speak my mind, and I hope to have

17· foundations behind what I say.· I came to New Mexico to

18· visit some years ago, and then back to North Carolina

19· twice since.· And I run into tornadoes and

20· thunderstorms, and hurricanes is what got me interested

21· in coming out.

22· · · · · · · · Of course, Barbara had a burning desire

23· and loves this state.· Things are going to happen.

24· And, when this project started, and me and my own way

25· of doing business, I kind of made my way around to meet
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·1· most of the people involved.· And I've got one

·2· complaint tonight as versus 14.

·3· · · · · · · · My complaint is I've looked at these

·4· guys.· I call the ladies guys also.· From my

·5· perspective, for what it's worth, they are solid.· They

·6· are well schooled.· They are experienced, and the

·7· product that comes out of it is going to depend on what

·8· we furnish to them as they do their job in doing

·9· whatever it's going to be.

10· · · · · · · · And there's going to be surprises on both

11· sides of the fence.· I encourage everybody here to be

12· honest and truthful and nosey.· Look around and see

13· what you think might be bothered.· And, if somebody is

14· going to want me to say it's going to rain tomorrow,

15· no.· I'm not going to answer your communication.

16· · · · · · · · So how much water do we have and how

17· much -- how long would it last, and what's going to

18· happen to Sierra County?· I say work with the guys.

19· Give them a shot.

20· · · · · · · · And my one complaint is I've checked

21· every chink in the armor that I could see and some that

22· I couldn't see, and I found none thus far, like I said,

23· for whatever it's worth.· I thank you and I hope

24· everybody enjoys the evening.

25· · · · · · · · MS. GIBSON:· My name is Margie Gibson.· I
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·1· live in Animus Creek.· My address -- I signed in so my

·2· address is back there.· My husband and I bought

·3· property in Animus Creek to retire to.· We really love

·4· this area.

·5· · · · · · · · We value the sycamores and the wildlife,

·6· the birds, and I think the BLM really needs to look at

·7· how this mine is going to impact people who are

·8· interested in retiring here.· I think that really has a

·9· lot of long-term value to Sierra County that the mine

10· will hurt.· Thank you.

11· · · · · · · · MR. BUTLER:· My name is Jimmy Butler.· I

12· live in T or C.· My wife and I moved here about two

13· years ago out of necessity.· I had a contracting job --

14· pardon me, a contracting company back in Arizona, and

15· within three months I lost over $100,000 worth of

16· contracts and found myself suddenly unemployed;

17· self-employed but unemployed.

18· · · · · · · · We had family here.· We moved here with

19· them, like I said, two years ago.· I have since gotten

20· my contractor's license here in the State of New Mexico

21· and I am busier than I think I have ever been.

22· · · · · · · · However, with every new job that I

23· acquire, with every new bid that I win, just as I get

24· started on that job, I'm wondering will there be

25· another one?· Will there be another one?
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·1· · · · · · · · The one thing that I see -- and I've seen

·2· all the statistics on what age group is moving out of

·3· here at such a rapid rate, and it's the young people.

·4· Right out of high school, they are off to college.

·5· · · · · · · · Once they get a taste of college life and

·6· big city life, they are not coming back.· They will

·7· come back to visit us now and then, but they are not

·8· coming back.· There's nothing here for them.

·9· · · · · · · · If they don't come back, we don't have

10· families here.· If we don't have families, all we will

11· be is a retirement community.· That's it.· Nothing

12· more.· I don't want to sound insensitive here because,

13· from what I've seen from the BLM, the copper company,

14· they are bending over backwards to show that they are

15· being sensitive to all of our concerns.

16· · · · · · · · But I'm the kind of guy who gets right to

17· the point.· Everything in life is a trade-off.

18· Everything in life is a trade-off.· And I'm not

19· suggesting that we just allow them to come in, use up

20· all our water and head out of here in 20 years.· That's

21· not what I'm saying.

22· · · · · · · · But, if we want to build our county, if

23· we want to have families move into here, if we want to

24· improve our school systems, if we want to improve our

25· roads, we're not going to do it with the money that's
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·1· in our pockets right now.

·2· · · · · · · · It's going to take new jobs.· It's going

·3· to take risks, and we have to be willing to take that

·4· risk or we're just going to wither and die.· Thank you.

·5· · · · · · · · MR. HAYWOOD:· Is there anyone else?· I

·6· don't want to rush anyone.· If there's anyone else,

·7· please speak up now.· It's 8:32.· The court reporter is

·8· here until 9:00 at least.· If you guys would like to,

·9· we'll stop the formal in-front conversations right now.

10· · · · · · · · If you would like to, come over, sit down

11· do a one-on-one with the court reporter, that's fine.

12· If not, we have that little flyer that you could fill

13· out and you can leave with us or you can mail it in or

14· you can hit any of our other processes that we put up

15· on the previous slide to get those questions to us.

16· · · · · · · · We'll make sure that whatever questions

17· you guys provide, that we evaluate them and use them to

18· build the EIS because, without these questions and

19· without these concerns, the EIS will not be created or

20· not created correctly.

21· · · · · · · · And so, please, don't hesitate to ask and

22· hit up both staff, the BLM staff that's here.· Feel

23· free to ask them questions.· Ask the copper company

24· questions that you have, and enjoy the rest of the

25· evening and thank you for coming out.
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·1· · · · · · · · (Comment taken after meeting ended.)

·2· · · · · · · · MS. BOONE:· My name is Velma Boone,

·3· resident of Las Cruces, born and raised on the Animus

·4· Creek.· I own two properties on the Animus Creek, and I

·5· have two concerns.

·6· · · · · · · · One is I was not even aware that this was

·7· happening, just because I'm not in the line of

·8· communication with Sierra County, but how I became

·9· aware of it was the test well that's being drilled on

10· Harvey Chatfield's property on the Animus Creek.

11· · · · · · · · And I stopped to talk with them, the

12· drillers, because there's an artesian well -- many

13· artesian wells right there in that adjoining area.· And

14· I wanted to know if this large diameter well was going

15· to have an impact on the artesian wells.

16· · · · · · · · I had a conversation with the geologist

17· from the mine.· And it was a good conversation and he

18· promised to call me in a couple weeks, and he hasn't

19· done that, but that's a side point.

20· · · · · · · · My two specific concerns are, 1, are they

21· establishing an aquifer level during the midst of a

22· drought, and is this going to be considered a norm, the

23· levels that they are finding now?

24· · · · · · · · 2, already -- and we're talking within a

25· month or so of this test well being drilled -- the
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·1· water level in the pond -- and just for record I'll

·2· call it the duck pond because there's artificial ducks

·3· on this little artesian pond in very close proximity to

·4· this test well -- the water level has visibly dropped

·5· just in the last month.· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · · · (Proceedings concluded at 9:00 p.m.)
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1                      PROCEEDINGS

2           MR. CHILDRESS:  Could I get everybody's

3 attention?  If everybody would be willing to take a

4 seat.  I think what we'll do is go ahead and get

5 started a little earlier.  I don't think anybody

6 would necessarily oppose that.  It looks like the

7 majority of people have already taken a seat, so we

8 thought we would just get started.  Welcome,

9 everybody, to our scoping meeting for the Copper

10 Flat project.  My name is Bill Childress, and I'm

11 the district manager for the Bureau of Land

12 Management's Las Cruces office.

13      The mine is located in one of six counties that

14 we're responsible for, and we'll elaborate on that a

15 little later.  What I'd like to do first is

16 acknowledge the company.  New Mexico Copper

17 Corporation is here, a lot of representatives around

18 the audience here that can help you answer questions

19 that you might have specific to the mining

20 operation.  Also, I would like to recognize Mangi,

21 who is the environmental group that will be doing

22 the environmental impact statement for us.  They've

23 helped us prepare a lot of these displays, and they

24 are here in full force, as well, and they will be

25 exceptionally responsible for helping us pull
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1 together the Environmental Impact Statement.

2      This is really Phase 1.  What we're in right

3 now is the scoping period, and when we have you come

4 up to give your statements and express your issues

5 and concerns, that is what is important to us

6 tonight.  We're interested in really garnering that

7 information so we can capture that and make sure

8 that we address that through that Environmental

9 Impact Statement.  We really don't have the answers

10 tonight.  We can't really answer questions

11 specifically that you may have regarding the

12 project, or if you have a concern in a question

13 form, we are not in a position to answer tonight,

14 but that's all really part of the process.  We're

15 going to capture them, and then we're going to

16 address them, and then, as was explained to you,

17 there will be other opportunities for you to

18 determine whether we've adequately addressed your

19 issues and concerns.

20      Before we get much further, I would like to

21 introduce my BLM staff that is here tonight.  In

22 full force, we have a really good interdisciplinary

23 team here, a specialist that can also answer

24 resource-related questions, and they represent a

25 program that will be key to our process in preparing
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1 this Environmental Impact Statement.  Margee Guzman,

2 if you would stand, please.  She's a wildlife

3 specialist.  Margee is in the very back.  Also, we

4 have Cory Durr; he is our hydrologist.  Cory, he is

5 over there.  We have Dave Legare, who is our

6 archaeologist on staff, that will be looking at the

7 cultural-resource-related issues.  He's over there

8 in that corner.  We have Mohammed Nash.  Mohammed is

9 well versed in hydrology and soils, and he is also

10 our specialist that will deal with air-quality-

11 related issues.  Mohammed is over there.  We have

12 Joe Navarro.  He's back there.  He's our

13 surface-protection specialist, and he'll be real

14 key.  He's a specialist that makes sure that when we

15 do authorize something on the ground, that it's done

16 properly, and the company, or whoever is doing the

17 work, is following the stipulations appropriately.

18 Michael Smith, he's our geologist, and, of course,

19 he's a real important subject-matter expert because

20 this is all about mining, and he's got the

21 background to deal with that.

22      Also, we have Jennifer Montoya.  Jennifer, she

23 is our planning and environmental coordinator, and

24 she'll be working with the company preparing the

25 EIS, to make sure that we've got all of the issues,
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1 from our perspective, addressed clearly and

2 succinctly.  We're real comfortable with the company

3 that's been hired to do the work, but she'll be

4 linked pretty close with them as we go through that

5 process.  And then lastly, I would like to introduce

6 Doug Haywood, who is our project manager.  He is

7 assigned the responsibility to merge the company

8 with the contractor doing the NEPA work with our

9 specialist, to make sure we keep the project moving

10 forward as swiftly and as quickly as possible,

11 without missing any important steps, and that's a

12 real important job to have.  Before I turn it over

13 to Doug, I would like to introduce Anne Hallett, and

14 she is our court reporter today.  And when you come

15 up to speak, if you could please give her your name

16 and your address.  That would be extremely helpful.

17 And make sure you speak loudly into the speaker so

18 she can pick up everything clearly as she records

19 our conversation here tonight.

20      Once again, I really appreciate it, quite a

21 good turnout tonight here, and that's real important

22 to us.  We want to make sure that we hear from the

23 public, get your perspective and views on issues and

24 concerns and want to stress issues and concerns or

25 questions that we need to address when we work
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1 through preparing the Environmental Impact

2 Statement.  Thanks again.

3      And, Doug, I'm going to turn it over to you.

4           MR. HAYWOOD:  Thank you, Bill.

5      Welcome, everyone, and again, I would like to,

6 on behalf of the BLM, Las Cruces office, again say

7 thank you for being here tonight, because without

8 you guys in this audience and without your comments,

9 that are hopefully provided tonight, or throughout

10 the scoping process, we cannot do our job, and so,

11 again, thanks a lot.

12      To my right is Dave Henney.  Dave is

13 representing Mangi Corporation.  And, Dave, again,

14 thanks for your staff for helping us get this thing

15 through final process.  We're really looking forward

16 to working with you.

17      We have a brief presentation this afternoon for

18 you, it will take about 20 minutes or so, and then

19 when we get done with that, instead of having a

20 sign-up list where everyone has to sign up and come

21 up here, last night it worked out very well.  We're

22 going to have two mics.  They will be the stationary

23 mic, and we'll also have a roving mic, so if you

24 don't want to come up all the way up here to speak,

25 if you'll raise your hand, we'll get the mic to you.
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1 And we're going to ask if you could please tailor

2 your questions or your concerns to about a

3 three-minute time frame so that we can make sure

4 that we get everyone through tonight.  If you've got

5 a concern that's going to be longer than three

6 minutes, we'll have lots of different opportunities

7 for you to get us that information so that we can

8 make sure that it get into the EIS.  And anything

9 that's provided throughout this scoping meeting

10 tonight or through letters or anything like that,

11 that are done by the 9th, will get into the EIS and

12 will get evaluated in this process.

13      Our mission here at the BLM is to sustain the

14 health, diversity and productivity of the public

15 lands for use and enjoyment of present and future

16 generations.  That's what we have to strive for in

17 this process.  We have to make sure that whatever

18 the decision is that comes out of this process or

19 any other process that we do meets these

20 requirements.  So this is what we're driven with, so

21 that when we make a decision in a year, a year and a

22 half down the road from now, that that decision does

23 not negatively affect our grandchildren or our

24 great-grandchildren down the road.  We want to make

25 sure that it is a bonus -- or not a bonus, but it's
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1 in the best positive light that we can get it in.

2      As Bill mentioned, we are at the Las Cruces

3 district office.  We manage about 5.4 million acres

4 of surface and about 7 million acres of subsurface

5 in the southern -- southwestern counties in

6 New Mexico.  Again, we have over 25 what I would

7 call experts that -- at least 25 experts at the

8 office in Las Cruces.  We're going to be

9 representing the federal government and you, as the

10 public of America, in this process.  We have a very

11 talented group.  There's a number of them here

12 tonight.  Feel free afterwards, after we get done,

13 to go up and, if you have direct questions, talk to

14 them directly, or you can always call or come by our

15 office.

16      The New Mexico Copper Corporation is a company

17 that has actually put this mining plan of operation

18 or presented the mining plan of operation to the

19 BLM, and so what I thought we would do is we would

20 ask them to come up and go over the next two or

21 three slides to explain what their plan is for this

22 proposed mine.

23      So, Ann, would you like to come up?  Oh, I

24 missed a slide.  Sorry about that.  Let me back up,

25 Ann, if you don't mind.  I added page 9.
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1      Also, before I -- since I have already

2 forgotten -- sorry about that -- we have been

3 working very, very, very closely with the State

4 agencies that are involved in the mining industry,

5 also, or in the permitting process.  We have four

6 state offices that we are in a cooperative agreement

7 with.  We've got the New Mexico Environment

8 Department, and I believe Burt is here tonight.

9 Thank you, Burt.  We've got New Mexico Mining and

10 Mineral Division.  We've got Chris and Paul, who are

11 here.  For the New Mexico Department of Game and

12 Fish, we have Rachel.  And for the Office of State

13 Engineer, Kevin Meyers is also present.

14      On this Office of the State Engineer, you'll

15 see it says "pending" on there.  There's nothing

16 really pending except that we don't have a legal

17 document that is an agreement, an MOU between us and

18 the State.  Back in the late fall, they had a change

19 of guard in their upper management, and since they

20 had a change in guard, that's when we were in the

21 process of getting all our other MOUs signed.  We

22 were kind of in a hiatus for a few months.  As of

23 this week, I had sent them a final copy to look at,

24 so I would suspect by next week we should have a

25 signed MOU with the State Engineer.  But even though
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1 we haven't had a signed MOU with them, they have

2 been included and been a part of us all the way

3 along in this process, at least since I've been

4 here.

5      One of the things that we want to make sure

6 that the public is aware of is that the federal

7 government has a permitting process and the State

8 agencies have permitting processes.  And this mine

9 will not happen unless all those permits are

10 successfully completed, and we, as the State

11 agencies and the federal government, are working

12 hand in hand to make sure that we're communicating

13 with each other so we know what the other agency is

14 doing, so we know that, you know, the Office of

15 State Engineer has approved something.  We

16 understand this.  And we're not going to make a

17 decision on our side of the house that's going to

18 contradict the decision on the other side of the

19 house.  We're going to work on both together to make

20 sure that when this thing works, if it works, that

21 everything is in line and in place.  And we will

22 make sure that whatever the permits are, the federal

23 or the state have all been addressed before we move

24 on to the next step.

25      So with that, I'll jump back to my Slide 6 and
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1 introduce Ann.  And Ann is with New Mexico Copper

2 Corporation.  She'll go over the next three slides

3 and kind of give you an overview of what the mine is

4 proposing in their mine plan of operation.

5           MS. CARPENTER:  Thank you, Doug.

6      Hi, everybody.  I'd like to take this

7 opportunity to thank the BLM and Mangi and all you

8 folks for coming out to listen about the proposed

9 copper mine.  I would also like to illustrate a

10 flyer that New Mexico Copper Corporation has put out

11 into the local communities.  It's part of our

12 outreach mechanism to reach out to as many folks as

13 possible to try to get them involved in the process.

14 We put this out last Thursday as a reminder for the

15 local communities to come on out and come to the

16 BLM's scoping meeting so that they could hear what

17 the BLM is going to be doing as well as their

18 contractor, Mangi, and also hear about the copper

19 project from us, from what our proposal is, and I'll

20 get into it.

21      Do you have the pointer?

22      New Mexico Copper Corporation is a wholly-owned

23 subsidiary of THEMAC Resources Group.  THEMAC

24 Resources Group is a publicly-traded company that's

25 listed up on the Toronto, Canada, stock exchange.
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1 It is headed up by Andre Douchane, who is our known

2 CEO.  He graduated from New Mexico Tech just up the

3 road a little bit and has 30-plus years in the

4 mining industry doing mineral development here in

5 the U.S., as well as some projects overseas.

6      The copper project is 100 percent owned by

7 THEMAC Resources Group and its wholly-owned

8 subsidiary, New Mexico Copper Corporation, and we

9 submitted a mine plan of operations to the BLM in

10 this past year, which has jump-started the

11 Environmental Impact Statement process and the

12 evaluation that the BLM is now forwarding.

13      The proposed action, the proposed project, is

14 the copper mine out near Hillsboro.  It's about

15 25 miles, 27 miles to the south/southwest of us here

16 in Truth or Consequences.  It was discovered back in

17 the '50s, and then through various drilling phases

18 and mineral development phases, it was then defined

19 to be viable and built in the early 1980s and

20 briefly operated.  The mine was originally financed

21 at 100 percent debt financed during copper prices

22 that were $1.70, and then they attempted to operate

23 the mine when the copper prices were at 70 cents.

24 So they were never at the right side of that

25 earnings curve, but they had a very viable project,
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1 they ran it for 3 1/2 months and proved up the

2 metallurgy and the recovery, and then they put the

3 mine in care and maintenance for about three years

4 or so, until the bank lost their patience and waited

5 for their cash to come back out of it, and the bank

6 liquidated it.

7      Back during that time, they had about 910 acres

8 of disturbance that was affiliated with that mine

9 development.  We're proposing a similar footprint

10 but adding on another approximate seven

11 hundred and -- I'm sorry, 676 acres of new

12 disturbance.  What we have, because of this past --

13 the mine has been built in the past, when they

14 reclaimed it, they left the foundations in place,

15 and they left some of the infrastructure in place,

16 meaning power lines and water lines, as well as haul

17 roads and some access roads, so that helps the

18 project because, one, some of the viable

19 infrastructure is still in place, and two, it can be

20 reused.

21      The concrete structures and foundations were

22 buried in place, and we've been going through some

23 various engineering studies to see how viable and

24 strong and reusable they still are.  We can

25 effectively utilize the previous layout.  The pit is
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1 still in the same spot.  We're still going to build

2 the plant where Quintana built their plant, and the

3 tailings impoundment will still be off in the same

4 area.  So the pit is to the west side of the

5 project, the processing facility and the mine plant

6 area is in the middle, and then off to the east is

7 the tailings.

8      We're looking at -- through our advancing

9 engineering and feasibility work, we're looking at

10 improved economics, conservation measures with

11 regard to footprint and water usage and other --

12 other mechanisms by which we can improve the

13 economic viability of the project.  What we are

14 proposing is an operations that's approximately 17

15 years -- has a 17-year mine life.  During the

16 production phase, we look to have about 150 people

17 to maybe 200 people in the production phase while

18 we're mining.  In the construction phase, building

19 it up to the production phase, we think we're going

20 to have somewhere around 400 people.

21      We're going to utilize reuse, recycling and

22 water-conservation measures at every possible

23 mechanism and process in our mine site, and we're

24 looking at new technologies that the mining industry

25 and other industries have refined over the years,
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1 since Quintana built the project, to see what's

2 applicable and viable at our project.  We're going

3 to process about 5.8 million tons of copper

4 annually, and it will yield about 36 million pounds

5 of copper annually.  And again, that's for an

6 approximate 17-year mine life.  The reclamation plan

7 and processes look to be about a 10-year cycle,

8 which will include stabilization of slopes,

9 controlled abandonment of the monitoring wells and

10 reclamation of access roads, reclamation of all the

11 facility areas as part of that detailed mine plan.

12      And I think that's it.  I'm going to hand it

13 over to you, Jennifer.

14           MS. MONTOYA:  I'm Jennifer Montoya, and

15 I'm the BLM's planning and environmental coordinator

16 out of the Las Cruces office, and I'm going to play

17 a role in this project, of interfacing with our

18 scientific and resource experts that stood up

19 earlier and the consultant who is writing the EIS;

20 and that way, we'll produce a document that is up to

21 BLM standards.

22      The National Environmental Policy Act is about

23 a 40-year-old federal law that compels all federal

24 agencies to do an environmental review and analysis

25 of projects that are proposed, and so a mine plan of
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1 operation that is proposed is -- falls into that

2 category.  It means we have to understand the

3 impacts to the landscape and to species and to all

4 the various resources that were on that list that

5 Doug mentioned, whether it be recreation or visual

6 or hydrology, something that's on everybody's mind

7 for this project.  So in the NEPA process of

8 creating an Environmental Impact Statement, at the

9 beginning of the process, we call it scoping.  We're

10 trying to understand the scope of the Environmental

11 Impact Statement.  And agency -- federal agency

12 people talk about what some of the issues would be,

13 the State agencies tell us what some of the issues

14 are, and then we also need the public to tell us

15 what the issues are.  So that's the intent of

16 tonight and the process.  We want you to get a

17 little feel, a little flavor for the project

18 tonight, and we're --  Let's see.  Yes, let's go to

19 the next slide, and it's just much easier for me to

20 talk about with this timeline.

21      So we see this as about a two-year process.  It

22 may extend a little longer, but here we are at the

23 very beginning, working into the spring of 2012, the

24 scoping period, the -- what's called the notice of

25 intent is this federal notice, the official start.
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1 The process has begun for BLM to take comment on

2 what we think -- on what the public wants us to

3 analyze.  So you will have the opportunity from now

4 through March 9th to provide us comment in writing,

5 via e-mail, or tonight, if you want to discuss your

6 issues tonight, we will have the court recorder.  So

7 that's our way of gathering information from you,

8 and we have an e-mail address at the end that you

9 can provide written comments.

10      The federal laws, the 1872 mining law, BLM

11 regulation, all direct us to look at mine

12 authorization in a manner that would prevent undue

13 degradation, undue -- unnecessary and undue

14 degradation to the environment, and so that's what

15 the Environmental Impact Statement is supposed to

16 do, take a look at how are these proposed actions at

17 the mine going to impact the environment; and if

18 they are impacts that are unacceptable, we mitigate

19 them, we change them, we massage them so that they

20 will have the least impact possible.

21      So after we take your issues and we -- we begin

22 to develop the EIS.  We evaluate and analyze data

23 about wildlife or air quality, and we think about

24 your issues as well, and then we come up with a

25 draft EIS here, which we hope to see in December, in
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1 the winter of 2012, 2013, and the formal

2 announcement of that is called an NOA, a notice of

3 availability.  And so you'll see the NOA in the

4 regional newspapers.  You'll see it here in T or C,

5 in Las Cruces papers, and it will also be in the

6 Federal Register.  But we'll have all sorts of

7 written notices to let you know that the draft is

8 available.  And at that time, we'll have a 60-day

9 comment period, and we hope that you will read

10 through the portions of the EIS that are important

11 to you and get back with us, to let us know if your

12 issues have been dealt with; and if they haven't,

13 that you think that's further analysis that's

14 needed.

15      So then we take the comments, and then we

16 massage and rewrite and reevaluate the draft EIS and

17 come up with a final EIS.  And then there's an

18 opportunity for comment on the final, and then the

19 end of the road is called a record of decision on

20 the mine plan of operation.

21      All right, next slide.

22      So I've gone through, and I'm just going to

23 emphasize that our intent here tonight is to inform

24 you officially about the mine being proposed at

25 Copper Flat and to solicit input from you and to let
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1 you know that we will continue to take it through

2 March 9th.  We started this process on January 8th,

3 by the way, so it's been a two-month scoping period;

4 and that our next steps are for BLM and Mangi to

5 develop alternatives.  We have something that --

6 well, we're working together in developing the

7 alternatives in the Environmental Impact Statement

8 and then work toward that draft EIS in December.

9      So I think that's it for my comments.  I'm

10 going to hand it back to Doug.

11           MR. HAYWOOD:  Thanks, Jennifer.

12      I want to go back over a couple of high points

13 just to make sure that you guys understand where

14 we're looking at on the dates.  Again, we're looking

15 at having a preliminary draft to the BLM for all our

16 experts to look at by mid-September.  With that,

17 we're going to provide that information back,

18 massage it a little bit and then have another draft

19 that's going to be ready for about mid-November, to

20 go through again and make sure that we have a sound

21 document.  When we get through with that, we'll

22 massage it a little bit more, and the first week of

23 December, we've got a meeting scheduled where we'll

24 sit down and we'll go through the document, and at

25 the end of that, we will have a draft EIS that we
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1 will be able to submit to the state office in

2 Santa Fe for their review and then further on to the

3 Washington office for their review.

4      After that point, that's where Jennifer was

5 talking about, that the public will have another

6 opportunity to comment on what is in the draft EIS,

7 to make sure that we hit the mark.  And if we

8 haven't hit the mark, we need to know that we

9 haven't hit the mark on your concerns, so that we

10 can then get those concerns addressed, and hopefully

11 get them addressed by February and then get them

12 back in so we can have a final EIS towards summer.

13      So that's what we're looking at, and we're

14 really shooting for the end of September for that

15 raw decision, that final decision.  But it's going

16 to take a lot of work to get there, and a big

17 portion of that work starts tonight, and the next

18 hour, hour and a half is really the whole basis on

19 where we go with this EIS.

20      So, along with that, we've talked about there's

21 numerous ways that the public can provide

22 information.  You can give us your written and

23 oral -- or oral.  If you want to come up here after

24 I get finished talking, we'll -- again, please limit

25 it to three minutes.  And something that we would
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1 like to also ask is that after the speakers have

2 spoken, if you would please not applaud, and let's

3 save that all for the end so that we can make sure

4 that we keep this process going.  We'll do that

5 throughout the process.  And if you don't feel like

6 coming up here but would you like to speak, just

7 raise your hand and we'll get a microphone to you.

8 BLM has a Website that you can go to.  You can go on

9 the Website and leave your comments there.  You can

10 e-mail to us.  You can mail them to us.  And if you

11 notice, there is a Virginia address on there, and

12 that Virginia address is for Mangi, and Mangi is the

13 one that is compiling all these comments and putting

14 them together for the BLM.  So it is a good, valid

15 address, and they are the ones that are going to

16 talk all the comments that are produced today or

17 e-mailed or faxed in or anything like that.  They

18 are going to take them and build that, that appendix

19 for us, that's going to go in the back of the EIS,

20 and then that we're going to use to create the draft

21 EIS.  We also have a phone number that you can call

22 in, a fax number you can call in, so there's

23 multiple ways for you to communicate with us to make

24 sure that we have received each of your comments and

25 that we've addressed them.
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1      And also, in your comments that you provide

2 tonight, it is -- it's perfectly fine to provide

3 both positive and negative comments or concern.  If

4 you've got a positive concern, state it; if you've

5 got a negative concern, state it.  So we're not

6 looking for one side or the other, we're looking for

7 the gamut of information, so that we can do our job

8 the best way possible.

9      So with that, can we get the lights turned on?

10           MR. HENNEY:  They are warming up.

11           MR. HAYWOOD:  Okay.  The commenting last

12 night went really well, so I'm just going to go with

13 the same format that we did last night.

14      Sir, come on up.

15           MR. MULCAHY:  Thank you very much.  Thank

16 you, Doug.  Thank you, Bill and staff.

17      My name is John Mulcahy, and I'm the executive

18 director of the Sierra County Economic Development

19 Organization, and my office is in this building at

20 400 West 4th Street, T or C.

21      I believe the Copper Flat Mine will offer

22 economic opportunity that would help this county

23 break the gridlock of poverty that is reflected in

24 the fact that Sierra County has the second-lowest

25 median household income in the state of New Mexico.

cromulo
Text Box
SI-06d

JSepanik
Text Box
AB01



Public Scoping Meeting
Proceedings 2/23/2012

Jones Reporting Services - 506 South Main, Suite 630, Las Cruces, NM 88001-1237 Ph: 800-748-2926
Reported By: Anne C. Hallett, RPR

Page 24

1 That's less than half the national average.  The

2 mine's workforce needs will provide opportunities

3 for our high school graduates to stay in the

4 community and not have to leave to find a

5 good-paying vocation.  Its workforce needs will help

6 bring back the families who have left because they

7 cannot support their children with the low-wage jobs

8 that currently exist here.  In addition, increased

9 economic activity resulting from mine employee

10 spending will drive up revenue in many other sectors

11 of the local economy, creating additional jobs for

12 our local citizens not employed at the mine.

13      Over the past almost two years, the principals

14 of the Copper Flat Mine have shown to me sincere

15 interest in protecting the environment and cultural

16 assets of the county.  And I have watched in some

17 amazement at the lengths they have had to go to

18 receive just a few of the 26 permits they need.  The

19 nearly 1,000 acres that have been previously

20 disturbed at the mine site were never fully

21 reclaimed.  To my understanding, as a part of their

22 permit, the New Mexico Copper Corporation will have

23 to reclaim the entire site, restoring this part of

24 our county for more potential uses than it has now.

25      The jobs at the mine will offer better wages
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1 than our current average, and in many cases with

2 benefits.  The mine employees and their families

3 will require and support more robust public

4 healthcare and education systems, which will benefit

5 all of us.

6      Lastly, through an increased local tax base, we

7 will finally see our opportunity to work on much

8 needed repairs and upgrades to our municipal

9 infrastructure, which will also benefit everyone in

10 our community.

11      Some have said that the mining economic cycle

12 is boom and bust because of the finite nature of the

13 resource, and they are right.  I grew up in a mining

14 town and saw the effects of that cycle firsthand.  I

15 also believe, however, that the opportunity to make

16 our communities more appealing and to diversify our

17 economy will only happen during a time of relative

18 economic wealth -- health.  It has not been from a

19 lack of desire that has held our county back from

20 sustainable economic vitality, it has been a lack of

21 capital resources and a very, very low tax base.

22      It makes no sense to me to deny ourselves the

23 opportunity to have resources, to have the resources

24 to diversify, and achieve a sustainable economy that

25 will create a better life for our citizens and allow
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1 our children to have a future in Sierra County.

2 Thank you very much.

3           MR. CHATFIELD:  My name is Harvey

4 Chatfield.  I live over on Animas Creek.  My address

5 is HCR 31, Box 87, Caballo, New Mexico 87931.

6      And I talked a little last night about the

7 economy and how much I think, and I worked there for

8 all during -- over ten years when Quintana was

9 there.  And old Burt was over one time, and he said,

10 "Harvey, I imagine that job saved the ranch, didn't

11 it?"  And I said, "Yes, sir, it really did."

12      But tonight I'd like to elaborate, which I

13 should have done last night in Hillsboro, on the

14 sycamores.  I've been working with Chad Kennedy, the

15 fellow that they hired to go around and study them

16 things, and we've been going up and down that creek.

17 But I'll tell you one thing.  That channelization of

18 that creek hurt that standing sycamore a whole lot

19 worse than any of that mining will ever do, and

20 it -- and Chad and I surveyed all that area, and not

21 every place that -- that -- on my place, where I

22 made them quit channeling, the water slows down,

23 spreads out, drops the sediment out of the -- or the

24 channel out of the water, and those little sycamores

25 are coming up all over.  But in the areas where

cromulo
Text Box
BI-03



Public Scoping Meeting
Proceedings 2/23/2012

Jones Reporting Services - 506 South Main, Suite 630, Las Cruces, NM 88001-1237 Ph: 800-748-2926
Reported By: Anne C. Hallett, RPR

Page 27

1 everybody said, "Oh, I don't want it on my property,

2 keep in over in that channel," that channel is

3 getting about yea so deep, and it's just stealing

4 all the water from all the roots of the sycamore out

5 there and the outlying area.  And then I guess that

6 was about the only thing I had to...

7      But I would like to -- last night, they were

8 talking about we're going to ruin the highway, and

9 the County couldn't afford to work on it.  And I'd

10 like to just make it known that the dang road

11 doesn't belong to the County, it belongs to the New

12 Mexico State Highway Department.  And when I was up

13 there before, the highway department had already set

14 up funds and everything to upgrade that road from

15 the mine site to the interstate.  So I don't think

16 they need to worry about taxes from the County

17 paying for the upgrading of the road.  Thank you.

18           MR. ALLEN:  Speaking of the County, my

19 name is Bobby Allen.  I'm county commissioner of

20 District 1.  I was here when the original Quintana

21 come in also back in the city, when we worked on the

22 thoughts of that.  I never knew any drawbacks to it

23 that really came down.  I do not know any drawbacks

24 as of this moment.  You know, we're all learning.

25 But I support these people 100 percent, and I'd like
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1 to see this county, you know, stay behind it.  I

2 don't know who made the statement about the County,

3 because I've never heard about the road or any other

4 purpose.  As far as I know, our county commissioners

5 and everything will help every way they can.  Our

6 manager, I'm sure, is behind it.  We appreciate your

7 efforts, appreciate you coming, and, you know, I

8 don't see where there's a major problem here.  And

9 the fact that it was approved once before -- and I

10 wonder about that, is my real question -- is, you

11 know, since it's been through it before, how come we

12 have to start completely all over and go again?

13 That is one of the questions that I want to ask

14 about it.  I believe there's a way of speeding the

15 process up a little bit other than the fact that

16 it's governmental, and government slows everything

17 down.

18      And the bottom line of it is, this county needs

19 it very severely.  We need the jobs, we need the

20 revenue.  And I have honestly -- looking into all of

21 it as a county commissioner, I can tell you I

22 support it 100 percent.  I see no drawbacks.  I

23 mean, I really don't.  I don't think we're going to

24 hurt anything or anybody.  I don't see any

25 environmental impact that bad.  It's already been
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1 tested.  You can check everything.

2      So please make your comments, come out and

3 support it, and as county commissioner, I support

4 it.  Thanks.

5           MR. SKIDMORE:  My name is Mike Skidmore,

6 and I'm the pastor of Full Gospel Tabernacle here in

7 Truth or Consequences.  I've been here 29 years and

8 moved here from Oklahoma, and we love Sierra County

9 and we love the people of Sierra County.

10      I'd just like to say that I'm 100 percent in

11 favor of the mine.  When we first moved here,

12 Quintana was still operating at that time, and as we

13 just began to explore the new community we lived in,

14 we drove up that way, and there was absolutely no

15 environmental damage being done by the mine.  It was

16 being very well managed and operated.

17      And so one of the things I'd like to say is we

18 have a little over 200 people in our congregation,

19 we have a Christian school and day care that we

20 operate, a low-power FM radio station, and we employ

21 about 40 employees total, and we would like to see

22 some good, decent-paying jobs in our county.  In the

23 29 years that I've been here, we graduate about 100

24 students a year, and I would say 95 percent of them

25 have to leave the community to find a paying job.  I
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1 would like for my children and my grandchildren to

2 be able to stay here, and so I'm very much in favor

3 of it.

4      And I would like to make one other comment.  I

5 travel quite a bit to speak in several other states

6 during the course of the year, and I have a friend

7 that I preach for in Groesbeck, Texas.  That's in

8 Limestone County.  It's right in the heart of Texas.

9 The town is about half the size of T or C, and the

10 county population is just about the same as our

11 county.  The only difference is, they have a coal

12 mine in their county.  And when I was there, I was

13 asking the pastor of the church where I was

14 preaching, I said, "Is there a gym where I can work

15 out?"  He says, "Well, we're too small a town, we

16 don't have a gym, but the football coach is a friend

17 of mine, I'll see if you can get into the football

18 program there and work out."  I went over there, and

19 it was state of the art.  You would have thought you

20 walked into the University of Texas or the Oklahoma

21 football workout gym.  I never saw such nice

22 equipment in my life.  They had a brand-new track, a

23 brand-new school.  They had four tennis courts.

24 This is in a town half the size of T or C.  You know

25 where the money came from?  It came from the taxes
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1 from the mine -- the thing that's going to help our

2 community.  Not only to provide jobs, but to provide

3 a tax base and much-needed county services.  It's

4 going to be when we open that mine.  So I want you

5 to support it.  And I know if we had an election

6 today, if we had a countywide election and just

7 voted up or down, 80 percent of the people would be

8 for it.  Thank you.

9           MS. BARRON:  My name is Candy Barron.  I

10 live in Truth or Consequences.  Do you need my

11 address?  It's Post Office Box 3642.

12      Are they only going to give me three minutes?

13      I just want you to know that I've been

14 concerned about this mine for the last 15 years, and

15 the last -- this last eight months, I've done a huge

16 amount of research, and I don't think there's

17 anything about this mine that I'm not concerned

18 about.  And timeliness certainly won't do it.  I

19 know that none of you, probably, or only a few of

20 you, will ever have a chance to really do the kind

21 of research that I've done.  And it's hard to

22 understand mining, and it's hard to understand all

23 of the impacts that mining could have.  So I wrote

24 up a lot of things.  I won't be able to read them

25 all.
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1      But one of the things that I wanted to point

2 out is some information about their -- what's called

3 the tailings impoundment.  It's going to be -- and I

4 hope you can visualize this -- 550 acres.  They are

5 going to put what's left over when they get done

6 milling their ore on this 550-acre piece of land.

7 The tailings that are left when they are exposed to

8 air and moisture -- rain, snow, anything like

9 that -- creates an acid drainage.  And the way they

10 are going to protect the 550 acres of land is with a

11 piece of plastic.  They call it -- oh, it's got a

12 very special name.  It's called a geo membrane.  I

13 don't think I have that right in front of me.  This

14 is not an easy thing to put down.  It's not an easy

15 thing to have manufactured and it's not an easy

16 thing to keep from leaking.  I'm terribly concerned

17 about this.  And they have nothing in their plan of

18 operation, which I have read, that tells us even

19 what this liner is going to be made out of.  They

20 don't even tell us who the manufacturer is.  So I'm

21 very concerned about that.

22      If it breaks, if something happens and it

23 breaks, and they almost always do, I don't think

24 there's any mine anywhere in the world that has a

25 liner like this that hasn't broken.  If it breaks,
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1 where it's going to go is down something called the

2 gray backwash, and if goes down the gray backwash,

3 it's going to go right over Highway 152.  And if it

4 goes over Highway 152 and keeps on going, if any of

5 Harvey Chatfield's cows happen to be in the arroyo,

6 they may die.  And it also will be poisoning the

7 environment the whole time.  And also, if it keeps

8 going, if we have a big rainstorm when it's

9 happening, it will go right down the Caballo

10 reservoir, and it will poison the reservoir.  That's

11 one thing that could happen.

12      They talk about their reclamation and they talk

13 about the end of the mine.  They are only going to

14 keep checking on these things, and particularly I'm

15 talking about this tailings impoundment, for 12

16 years.  All of the tailings that are in that

17 impoundment, unless they are perfectly protected,

18 which is almost impossible, are going to be there to

19 create whatever disaster could happen for the next

20 several centuries.  We're talking hundreds of years.

21 It just doesn't go away.  Okay?  So that's a serious

22 problem as far as I'm concerned.

23      And one of the things that I noticed in

24 there -- I'm starting to get off of that topic, and

25 one of the things that I noticed in their plan,
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1 their mining plan, is that any time they move

2 hazardous materials, they are going to let the

3 volunteer fire departments know about it.  There's a

4 little volunteer fire department up in Hillsboro and

5 there's one in Caballo.  One of the things that I'm

6 going to ask is that they not do that, that they not

7 let those people know, that they never ask any of

8 the volunteer firefighters to help them with their

9 hazardous materials if there's a problem.

10      How much time do I have?

11           UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  You are fine.

12           UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  You are running over.

13           MS. BARRON:  I'm over.  Oh, sorry.  Thanks

14 a lot.

15           MR. HAYWOOD:  Candy, make sure that we get

16 those, the rest of your comments, before you leave,

17 if you would, or at least by tonight.

18      Yes, sir.

19           MR. TOWNSEND:  Hi.  My name is Hunts

20 Townsend.  I'm president of the local Chamber of

21 Commerce, and my address is P.O. Box 2323 in T or C.

22      You know, when you look at things like this,

23 you can think of the whole nation.  We have more oil

24 reserves than we ever need, but we have to go buy it

25 from the Arabs because there's a little fish here
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1 and a fly over there and somebody over here that

2 doesn't want things.  Where do you stop?  Do you

3 want to live?  Do you want $10-a-gallon gas?  Do you

4 want to be able to pay your taxes?  Do you want to

5 have streets or do you want to go live in the caves

6 again?  You've got to make up your mind what you

7 want, and you've got to balance up the good and the

8 bad.  And the tailings for the mine come out of the

9 mine.  They are not something that we import from

10 somewhere else.  They come out of the ground, and

11 they are going to be back on the same ground they

12 came out of.  So, you know, balance it out a little.

13 If we were to be a little more open with what we've

14 got, we wouldn't be in the position we're in today.

15 We would be extracting oil from Shell, with a

16 pipeline from Canada or from Alaska.  It's just --

17 you know, have a little common sense and weigh

18 things up.  That's all I'm going to say.  Have a

19 good evening.

20           MS. TANTONI:  Linda Tantoni, Vista del

21 Fuego, and it's Box 684, Champagne Hills, Elephant

22 Butte, New Mexico 87935.

23      Anyway, I first want to just say that I'm all

24 for this mining operation 100 percent, and I've had

25 kind of a Geology 101 lesson the last 3 1/2 years
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1 that I've been here in New Mexico, and I'm

2 originally from Utah.  But I can see that our

3 community here does need a stronger economic base.

4 And I can recall, in central Utah, when I was in

5 high school, and I needed to work my way through

6 college, one of my first jobs was a gravel weighman.

7 You know, that helped me be able to afford college

8 and to move on.  And then what's that what we need

9 here in this economy.  So we need a tax base, we

10 need jobs.  It saddens me when I see, you know,

11 young people that leave, and they can't find good

12 jobs here.

13      And the other point that I want to make, too,

14 is that Mother Earth loves tailings, because

15 tailings are a natural residual.  After they leach

16 out -- yes, I'm glad you all agree with me -- after

17 they leach out the minerals, it's already what is

18 there in the earth, and it is totally not toxic.

19 So, you know, I have time to do research, and I do

20 do research, and I do agree with our last gentleman

21 that was up here in that we do need to be mineral

22 and energy independent here in America, and we need

23 to have sustainability in our energy resources, and

24 we get that from America.

25      And something else that maybe people don't
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1 realize is when our environmentalists -- bless their

2 hearts -- talk about their windmills, well, I have

3 read reports from a Ph.D. who did all the facts and

4 research, and in America, we don't even produce

5 enough copper, let alone steel, to produce enough

6 windmills to do anything with getting energy from

7 that.  So hello, folks, wake up.  We do need to be

8 energy independent, mineral resources independent.

9 And I just think, you know what?  Unless people are

10 coming up here and they are wearing Ghandi-type

11 clothes, with, you know, bark for shoes, and they

12 don't drive a car and they don't use a computer,

13 then they are hypocrites.  So, yeah, I'm for mineral

14 resources and mining.  Thank you very much.  And you

15 can applaud.

16           MR. RICHTER:  My name is Jeff Richter.  My

17 address is 614 Broadway, T or C.  I've been a

18 resident of Sierra County since 1985.  I'm a

19 business owner.  I own and operate Richter Land

20 Surveying here in town.

21      We've come to a critical time for our

22 community.  We do not have the revenue-generating

23 industry and businesses needed to create jobs and

24 prosperity for our citizens.  Mining and multiple

25 use is part of the history of our county.  Copper
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1 Flat project will continue operations again in

2 existing mine with proven mineral deposit.

3 Well-paying jobs and benefits will be available for

4 those who want them.  Families can prosper.  They

5 will buy homes, cars, groceries, gas, take vacations

6 and save for retirement.  Opportunities will exist

7 right here in the county for our children.  The

8 mining industry utilizes the learned profession such

9 as geologists, chemists and engineers.  Mining pays

10 a bundle of federal and state taxes in addition to

11 GRT.  These will directly benefit our schools,

12 highways, counties and municipal governments.

13      Do some investigation on your own.  Take a look

14 at a town that has an industry where the commodity

15 increases in value along every step of production.

16 Take notice of what they have in terms of

17 opportunity and value.  I submit to you the Copper

18 Flat project will have this positive impact on your

19 county and town.

20      I have a personal experience in the mining

21 operation, I've done quite a bit of surveying, and

22 I've been in a tailings pit, a dry tailings pit, and

23 I've been up to my waist and I'm still alive.  I've

24 seen the liner that they lay down in those things,

25 and it's quite sufficient.  And I hope everybody
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1 welcomes the Copper Flat project here in Sierra

2 County.  Thank you.

3           MR. CAMPBELL:  My name is Alvin Campbell,

4 P.O. Box 1083, Elephant Butte, New Mexico 87935.

5      I wear several hats, but tonight I'm here as

6 Sierra County Commissioner to voice my personal

7 support, and also add that the County Commission has

8 supported this project.  It's been said that this is

9 a boom-or-bust business.  We haven't had a boom in a

10 long time and lot of bust.  If we do not take

11 advantage of what's here today, we will not be able

12 to sustain this community much longer.  We've

13 already lost 1,000 residents.  The government is not

14 going to create economic development for us, unless

15 you want to go on unemployment for 99 weeks.  There

16 is some that think that is economic development.  I

17 choose not to agree.

18      We are going to be on our own to make headway

19 for this county, ourselves, our children and

20 grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  This is a

21 short-term 17-year project that will give us a lot

22 of opportunity to prepare and add to what it gives

23 us.  There will be gross receipts tax, payroll

24 taxes, property tax and corporate community supports

25 that we have not had in many years.  We'll be
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1 looking at better options for schools, hospitals,

2 streets, infrastructure, besides the jobs that will

3 stay with us forever.  There are those that consider

4 the 17 years too short, and once it's gone, it will

5 be gone.  And that's true if we do not take

6 advantage if what comes our way for 17 years and

7 build on that and expand on a base.  We cannot

8 depend on one thing anymore, and this is just one

9 thing that's come our way that we need to really

10 support.  Without it, we won't have roads or

11 upgraded infrastructure or solid waste or liquid

12 waste facilities.  We won't have any school labor

13 left or retirees.  They are important for us.  But

14 who is going to paint the houses and repair the

15 plumbing, the leaks, and maintain the property storm

16 when they can't do it anymore?  If we don't do what

17 we have the opportunity to do today, we won't even

18 have anybody to sack your groceries and carry them

19 out to the car.  We are dead in the water, and we

20 may as well move right now, or that's what's going

21 to happen to us.

22           MR. HAYWOOD:  You need a mic, sir?

23           MR. FALLS:  Jerry Falls, and I live -- my

24 mailing address is P.O. Box 21760 in Albuquerque.  I

25 also have a home in Elephant Butte.
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1      And a few days ago, I called Mrs. Carpenter to

2 find out straight from her some questions that I

3 had, and I wanted to see her attitude about the

4 operation.  And I said, "How would your operation be

5 different than the Quintana was?"  And she said,

6 "Well, it would be quite similar, except there are

7 some higher standards today that we will comply

8 with."

9      And all in all, her attitude was that she

10 wanted to be a good neighbor, she wanted to be a

11 good steward of the environment, and that's what I

12 wanted to know.  And fortunately, since the mine has

13 operated before, it's not a scary thing.  If it is a

14 good operation with people with that attitude,

15 they -- then it's not a scary thing to us, because

16 it's been there before.  She felt like Quintana did

17 a good job.  She says there are higher standards

18 today.

19      So I believe, like I said before, everything

20 that comes out of the mine came out of the ground,

21 so what's the difference if it's already been in the

22 ground?  God gave us those minerals for our use, and

23 as long as we do it responsibly -- of course, we

24 need the jobs, everybody knows we need the jobs, but

25 we don't want them in exchange for an environmental
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1 disaster.  And I'm confident now that this would be

2 a good stewardship of the environment.

3           MS. CANTON:  Hi.  My name is Eunice

4 Canton, mayor of the City of Elephant Butte, Post

5 Office Box 248, 87935.

6      I want to talk about, first of all, the support

7 that we have for the City of Elephant Butte.  I've

8 spoken to a lot of our constituents, and we have

9 been keeping people informed.  Members of our City

10 Council have been involved, and we have proactively

11 supported the mine coming in.  One of the things --

12 two years ago, Ann Carpenter set up a meeting with

13 us, and she was meeting with a lot of people in the

14 community, and she explained to us what their future

15 plans were.  I have to tell you, I need to applaud

16 everybody's efforts tonight that have been

17 participating in this because from the time Ann

18 spoke to me to now, they have made tremendous

19 progress.  This has moved very quickly.

20      The process -- and I'm sorry, BLM, I know our

21 experience has always been it's a tedious process to

22 have to deal with and get things going, and

23 sometimes it takes longer than two years, so I was

24 pleasantly surprised to see your timeline as you

25 spoke tonight on what needs to be done.  I hope that
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1 we continue to move aggressively, because we do need

2 jobs, we need economic development in our

3 communities, and we strongly support it.

4           MS. GRANTHAM:  My name is Alma Grantham.

5 I'm division manager of Bank of the Southwest, 509

6 Broadway, in Truth or Consequences, New Mexico.

7      And I just want to say, I just finished 40

8 years in the Bank of the Southwest.  I was there

9 with the operation of the Quintana Mine.  I was

10 there when it closed.  I can well speak to the

11 devastation that happened in this community when it

12 closed, right back to back with the closure of

13 Carrie Tingley Hospital.  Right now, you know, we

14 have a wonderful veterans home here in T or C which

15 is tremendous in our economy.  I think this mine

16 would be a tremendous addition with the jobs that it

17 will create.  I would like to acknowledge the people

18 from Copper Flat Mine.  I know they've been very

19 open with the community.  They've had many, many

20 meetings, meetings that I've attended, and they

21 practically begged the community to come and take

22 part in their meeting, as John Mulcahy begged me and

23 some of the people in this room to come tonight and

24 speak for the cause.  But I think they've been very

25 open with the community.
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1      A few weeks ago in Santa Fe, the Environmental

2 Department told the gathering there that the permit

3 for Quintana Mine was Permit No. 1 that they had

4 issued, and they are trying to maintain that number

5 for the mine in the re-permitting process, and I

6 think that speaks a lot for what they have done to

7 try to comply with all of the laws, speak to the

8 community, get their input, and I think the addition

9 of the jobs to the community would just be

10 tremendous for us.  Thank you.

11           MR. KUZVROWSKI:  Timothy Kuzvrowski, P.O.

12 Box New Mexico -- oh, P.O. Box 1445, 8 -- I'm sorry.

13 P.O. Box 1445, Elephant Butte, New Mexico.

14      I support this copper mine project.  It would

15 help this community to get this mine done, but

16 people always get in the way.  If a tailing pile/dam

17 breaking, we have Elephant Butte, we have Caballo

18 Dam, they could break, too, and devastate this

19 community.  People are always talking about that,

20 falling apart, the dam terrorized or something.

21 That's all I want to say.  Thank you.

22           MR. HAYWOOD:  Yes, sir.

23           MR. MAULDIN:  My name is Dave Mauldin,

24 address is P.O. Box 131, Williamsburg 87942.

25      I'm a water-well driller here in Sierra County,
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1 been drilling wells for 33 years, and I know the

2 water is going to be a concern.  I'm not -- I didn't

3 have a chance to prepare, so I don't know for sure,

4 but I understand the wells are several miles away

5 down close to Caballo Dam.  Seven miles?  Okay.  And

6 I also understand that they are about 1500 feet

7 deep, which is a completely different aquifer than

8 any other well in the community.  However, just

9 sitting here thinking about the water situation, if

10 they take that water from that different water table

11 and pump it up to the head of where the mine is

12 going to be, it's going to percolate right back down

13 in the water table.  And actually, I -- Harvey, I

14 think there's a possibility it could help Animas

15 Creek.  I really believe that, because I know that's

16 the way water works.  And I just want to say, I'm in

17 favor of it because it is going to bring jobs, it is

18 going to bring a tax base.  It's going to help the

19 whole community.  Everybody will benefit from it,

20 and I'm in favor of it.  Thank you very much.

21           MR. SKIDMORE:  Dale Skidmore,

22 Williamsburg, HC31, Box 39, 87942.  I'm Dale

23 Skidmore.  I'm the owner/operator of Skidmore

24 Painting.  I do both residential and commercial

25 painting, pretty well acquainted with the EPA.  You
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1 know, there seems to be a fear here that the EPA

2 isn't going to do their job in inspection of the

3 mine.  I don't think we need to worry about that.

4 They are very good at what they do.  They are on top

5 of it, believe me, as a painter.  They know exactly

6 how many parts per million you have in every little

7 thing that you are doing.

8      You all, the mine was not shut down for

9 environmental purposes, it was shut down because

10 copper prices fell.  There has been EPA testing and

11 enforcement in the past.  My question is, why would

12 it take so long?  Can't you use the information that

13 you've already -- the study that you've already

14 done, that you had in the past, and get this thing

15 going?  There's not a week or a month that goes by

16 that I don't get a telephone call or somebody on the

17 street right now asking for work.  This county is

18 hurting.  And I moved here 28 years ago, and I

19 ran -- you know, it's a small community.  I used to

20 run as many as seven people on my crew.  We stayed

21 very busy which the local contractors and the local

22 public working.  We could have worked seven days,

23 and did work seven days a week frequently.  If fact,

24 even some of my friend contractors used to schedule

25 us on holidays.  But now I'm working by myself, but
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1 I'm turning away people that are looking for work.

2 Let's take the information that's already there,

3 speed that survey up, study up a little bit, and

4 let's turn these people loose to get some jobs going

5 for Sierra County.

6           MR. BOKICH:  My name is John Bokich, P.O.

7 Box 1474, Elephant Butte, 87935.  It's nice to see

8 all the friends and neighbors here at night.  And we

9 all have a very similar message, don't we?  We need

10 this.  I've been involved with mining for 33 years.

11 I have worked all over the world.  I've seen gold

12 mines, copper mines, coal mines.  I've worked at

13 them.  The technology that goes into these mines is

14 incredible.  We've got a lady here that has been

15 doing research for several months.  New Mexico

16 Copper has got people who have been doing research

17 and have experience of hundreds of years put

18 together on how to design these mines, how to

19 operate them, how to build them, how to close them,

20 and all along the way to making jobs.  It's one of

21 the best-paying industries in New Mexico or in the

22 United States.  If a guy makes 60,000 a year, what's

23 he going to do with it?  He spends it, and he's

24 going to spend it in the local community.  He's

25 going to pay taxes, income taxes -- federal income
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1 tax, state income tax, gross receipts when he goes

2 to Wal-Mart and buys something.  He's going to pay

3 gross receipts on that.  When he pays his power

4 bill, he's going to pay gross receipts on that.

5      And not only that, there's something that

6 hasn't been mentioned tonight.  But when copper is

7 mined out of the ground, they pay a severance tax.

8 You know where that severance tax goes?  It goes to

9 support our education in this state.  Is there

10 anybody that thinks education in this state is

11 overfunded?  No.  And just like everybody else --

12 you know, my kids are grown and gone, but all my

13 neighbors, there's nothing for those kids to do when

14 they get out.  The other thing is that the mine will

15 bring training to kids that would allow them to

16 learn how to operate equipment and learn to operate

17 safely, so they can protect themselves and live

18 long, prosperous, healthy lives.

19      And the tailings systems, they are used all

20 over the world.  That plastic is high-density

21 polyethylene, and it's thick, and there's a double

22 layer with a leak-detection system inside and a

23 fluid recovery.  So if the primary liner were to

24 leak, it's caught on the secondary liner and it's

25 pumped back into the process.  They are very safe.
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1 They are all over the world.  And do you hear of any

2 catastrophes in the mines, dams breaking and people

3 dying?  No, you don't, because it ain't happening.

4      So thank you all for coming out and supporting

5 these folks like I'm going to support them, because

6 we do need these jobs in this county.  Thank you.

7           MR. WILLIAMS:  My name is Robert Williams,

8 P.O. Box 207, Williamsburg, New Mexico 87942.

9      Basically, America runs on mining and minerals.

10 Almost everything that we have in our lives is

11 coming out of the ground that's either farmed or

12 mined.  The America people need copper, the American

13 people need gold and other precious metals.  I

14 noticed Ms. Brown was up here, and I was looking at

15 her jewelry.  A woman's best friend is a diamond,

16 and a diamond comes out of a mine.  She had on a

17 silver chain or two.  This project will have a lot

18 of gold and silver and copper, all the things that

19 women like.

20           (Laughter.)

21           MR. WILLIAMS:  The State of New Mexico

22 needs the taxes, everybody has said that, needs the

23 revenue, America need the jobs, especially the

24 people in Sierra County.  We've gone over that.  All

25 businesses benefit as the payroll dollars trade
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1 hands to buy all sorts of goods and services.  I'm a

2 general contractor.  I don't look to gain anything

3 off of this other than the dollars that trade hands

4 in the community.  Somebody will want me to do an

5 addition to their house or something.

6      The production of all natural resources are the

7 manifest destiny of mankind in the pursuit of

8 abundant life through economic development.  Let's

9 face it, nothing happens until something sells,

10 period.  That's life.  Sierra County needs the

11 Copper Flat Mine in full production of minerals and

12 payroll.  I'm all for it.

13           MR. HAYWOOD:  You want a mic in back?

14           MR. HENDERSON:  I'm Leroy Henderson, HC30,

15 Box 46, Cuchillo, New Mexico.  Somebody already said

16 "uh-oh" out there.

17           MR. ALLEN:  That was me, Leroy.

18           MR. HENDERSON:  You know, everybody has

19 brought up a lot of good points here, and

20 especially -- you know, I like following Mr. Bokich.

21 He's been in this business for 33 years, like he

22 said.  My brother has worked in mines for

23 20-something years.  We've had very good experience

24 with St. Cloud Mine, so we really know what mining

25 can do, we know some of the problems that mines and
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1 miners have, we know about the economic good that

2 will come from it, and I will tell you right now,

3 even though some people think I'm against the mine,

4 I am looking forward to this project coming to

5 fruition.  And it's not just because it's going to

6 bring us a lot of jobs.  Some of that stuff has been

7 exaggerated.  But what I've seen, somebody else

8 brought out here, is that these folks with

9 New Mexico Copper have been very honest in their

10 dealings with us.  You know, I do have some issues

11 with the water.  Everybody knows that.  It's one of

12 those issues that the scoping is supposed to look

13 at.  And actually, scoping is not supposed to really

14 look at the economic benefit to the community.

15 They've got certain things they have to look at.

16 You know, some people have kind of exaggerated some

17 of that, but the truth is, it will help our economy.

18      And again, you know, I'll give something here

19 that's actually supposed to be looked at in the

20 scoping, because I've also looked at the 22 issues

21 that the folks in Hillsboro brought up and are very

22 concerned with, and those issues do need to be

23 addressed, and they shouldn't stop there.  And, of

24 course, again, water.

25      But since everybody is already looking at it,
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1 the one thing that hasn't been talked about in some

2 of the scoping is to look at the cultural properties

3 that are around the area that they are going to be

4 mining.  Personally, I don't think they are going to

5 encroach on those, but for the benefit of BLM, who

6 actually has to look at these things, we have a

7 history around here, in both Cuchillo and in Animas,

8 that goes back 1500 years to the Mimbres Indians who

9 first inhabited this area, and they were farmers.

10 So we want to be able to look at that, and I want

11 them to look at that.  I don't think we're going to

12 be encroaching on it, but it's something to look at.

13 And we also had, in 1855, what was called farming

14 for peace, with U.S. Army created to keep the

15 Apaches quiet.  And that was, once again, farming.

16      Of course, Mr. Chatfield brought up the thing

17 about the sycamores.  I think, along with him, that

18 some of the channeling we went through there has

19 been very disruptive.  But we do, of course, need to

20 look at the impact, the pumping of the water that is

21 currently being said might be needed, what kind of

22 effect that will have.  Because these are natural

23 resources that we do have already, that do need to

24 be looked at, and that is actually part of something

25 that the BLM will be looking at during their
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1 scoping.

2      And again, you know, I am -- I've been around

3 mines for quite a while, I've seen the experience up

4 here with St. Cloud, but I've also seen the bad

5 experience with Silver City.  Now, in my opinion,

6 from what I've seen and the plan that they are

7 looking at, these guys are not like that.  And as

8 long as they keep up their part of the bargain and

9 keep from having the human error come into this,

10 issues like Candy here was talking about, with the

11 whiners, with the tailing piles, where they are

12 going to be put, that's the big thing, human error.

13 And as long as these people keep up with what

14 they've been showing us, that they are truly

15 concerned, that they are environmentally conscious,

16 and that they don't allow some, you know, jerk neck

17 to go out there and try to build some of these

18 things, they will be fine.  And there will be

19 inspectors from the Mining Division, there will be

20 inspectors from MSHA, there will be inspectors from

21 OSHA, and there will be the inspectors that

22 New Mexico Copper will employ, as well.  So as long

23 as they do keep up their part of the bargain, I

24 think this project will be a good one.

25      And it's like Bob was saying here, and a couple
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1 of others, if it's not grown, it's mined.  And

2 mining is essential to our nation.  I think, again,

3 as long as these guys do what they are supposed to

4 do, as long as BLM and the Mining Division, MSHA and

5 all the rest of them do what they are supposed to

6 do, this will be a successful project.  Thank you.

7           MR. FLINK:  Good evening, everybody.  My

8 name is Charles Flink.  I've been a homeowner here

9 since 2004, currently reside at 412 Grape Street

10 here in T or C.

11      And I just would like to speak out in favor of

12 the mine and everybody talk about all the benefits

13 of the community.  More money is better than less

14 money; let's all face that.  But I also want to say

15 thank you to the people that say no, because without

16 the people like that, we wouldn't have the

17 environmental protection that we have today.  I

18 consider myself an environmentalist.  I love this

19 county.  I moved to this small town from Los

20 Angeles.  I absolutely adore it here.  And I'm glad

21 this conversation is taking place in the United

22 States, where everyone has a chance for some input.

23 And I think that with due diligence, I think this is

24 going to be a fantastic thing, and thank God for the

25 blessing of the mine.  Thank you.
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1           MR. HAYWOOD:  Is there anyone else who has

2 not spoken tonight who would like to speak?

3      Come on up, sir.

4           MR. BROWN:  Alan Brown, Post Office Box

5 1683, Elephant Butte, New Mexico.

6      I'm a father of ten.  I have two -- I have five

7 children in college right now, two of them in

8 engineering programs.  It would be really nice to

9 have my grandchildren a little closer to home.  I

10 have three of them here, but the rest are scattered

11 around the county.  It would be nice to have them a

12 little bit closer to home, where they could support

13 their families.  That would be a nice thing.  But I

14 don't think we're asking to damage the environment

15 in order to do that.  And I appreciate that people

16 look into things, but I also appreciate very much

17 the amount of work that will go into verifying that

18 this mine will be safe.

19      I also know a little bit about this company.  I

20 don't have as much experience as John, I only have

21 about 15 years of mining, and I can tell you that

22 this company is a standout in their care for the

23 environment and in their consideration of the

24 community.  My previous job, I helped to funnel

25 hundreds of thousands, millions of dollars into the
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1 community aside from those things like severance

2 taxes and things that happen like that.  And I am

3 appreciative of the things that we did for the

4 communities where I worked and the things that we

5 were able to support in those communities, would

6 like to see those things here.  Thank you very much.

7 I'm very much a supporter of this mine.

8           MR. HAYWOOD:  Okay, anyone else?

9      Okay, our court reporter will still be around

10 until -- for at least another 20, 21 minutes or so,

11 at a minimum.  The rest of Mangi is still here, the

12 BLM is still going to be around, the copper company

13 is still here.  Please get around and talk to us if

14 you have questions or concerns.  If you can, here is

15 the slide, that has all the information on how you

16 can communicate to us to get it in to the EIS.

17 Remember, March the 9th is the cutoff date

18 forgetting the information into the draft EIS.

19      Bill, did you have any final things to say?

20           MR. CHILDRESS:  No, not at all.

21           MR. HAYWOOD:  All right.  Thank you very

22 much for coming and have a good evening.

23       (The proceedings concluded at 9:04 p.m.)

24

25
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 1                MR. CHILDRESS:  Once again, I would like
 2  to introduce myself.  My name is Bill Childress.  I'm
 3  with the Bureau of Land Management.  I'm the district
 4  manager for the Las Cruces District.  Hopefully, most
 5  of you were here earlier when I introduced the BLM
 6  staff.
 7                And we're here to work with you, after
 8  the next 30 minute presentation, to help clarify any of
 9  the resources that we'll be evaluating through the
10  Environmental Impact Statement.  First of all, I want
11  to say that the applicant, New Mexico Copper
12  Corporation, they are here as well, and appreciate them
13  being here today to also answer questions once we get
14  back into, you know, the next answer -- next hour to
15  explain the operation a little bit to you.
16                Also, I would like to -- Mangi
17  Environmental Corporation is the firm that's helping us
18  do the Environmental Impact Statement.  They will be
19  working with the BLM staff in perfecting a draft
20  Environmental Impact Statement that will go out to the
21  public for review.
22                And, also, Ms. Teasley, I would like to
23  introduce her.  She is going to be our court recorder
24  today, and she will be trying to record.  So, when you
25  are up here making comments with three minutes, in your
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 1  three minutes that you have, please speak loud enough
 2  where she can hear you and she can record your
 3  information.  She'll ask for your name and address so
 4  she can also document that.
 5                Once again, you know we're here tonight
 6  to hear what your issues and concerns are.  We don't
 7  have, you know, all the answers.  We wouldn't even
 8  pretend to have the answers, but what we want to hear
 9  are the issues and concerns that you have, as we
10  initiate the initial stages of preparing an
11  Environmental Impact Statement.
12                And this will be one of many
13  opportunities for you to look at the document and
14  express issues or provide comments.  And I'm not going
15  to elaborate much more on that.
16                I'm going to turn it over to Doug Haywood
17  who is the BLM project manager, and he is going to
18  facilitate the presentations that will be made prior to
19  the comment period.
20                MR. HAYWOOD:  Well, I'm going to go ahead
21  and continue, even though we don't have electronics.
22  Hopefully, electronics will kick on.  Again, my name is
23  Doug Haywood.  I am the BLM project manager for this
24  project, and my job is to facilitate getting this
25  project to a final decision.
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 1                We have no clue what that final decision
 2  is going to be, if it's going to be a yes or a no or
 3  what the case is going to be.  Our process here is that
 4  today we hope, by the end of the day, if not by the end
 5  of tonight, by the 9th of next month that all of you
 6  guys have had the opportunity to put in your concerns
 7  and your issues so that we can make sure that they are
 8  addressed in the EIS.
 9                That's where these concerns and issues
10  that are produced today are going to be answered, in
11  the EIS.  We're not going to answer them today.  Today
12  we're going to gather those concerns.  The presentation
13  should take about 20 minutes today.
14                Originally we were scheduled for a break.
15  If you guys want the break, we'll take it.  If not,
16  we'll just jump right into getting those concerns
17  recorded.  The BLM's mission statement is to sustain
18  the health, diversity and productivity of the public
19  land for use and enjoyment to further and future
20  generations.
21                That's what we have to do with the public
22  land.  And we have got to make sure that the decisions
23  and activities that happen on the public land are there
24  to help -- are there for our children and our
25  children's children down the road.
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 1                So, it's not a one-time shot on, you
 2  know, the decisions that we're making.  So, when we are
 3  making these decisions over the next year and a half,
 4  understand that that's -- those are -- that's our
 5  mission that we're living up to in the process of
 6  coming to do this project.
 7                The Las Cruces District office, which is
 8  where this mine is located -- we manage over 5.4
 9  million surface acres.  We manager 7 million subsurface
10  acres, and we're basically encompassed in the southwest
11  six counties of New Mexico.
12                Look at that technology.  See if it
13  lasts.
14                Our district -- we have a lot of
15  resources that we oversee.  In this -- for this
16  particular project, there are over 25 specialists that
17  have been identified or specialist positions that have
18  been identified to help provide the BLM expertise in
19  getting to the answers of the questions that you guys
20  are going to produce at the end of the night.
21                Bill has already introduced the staff
22  that are here, but there is another staff of probably
23  17 or 18 people that are back in -- back in Las Cruces
24  who are here, willing to assist on getting this
25  through.
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 1                So, please, do not hesitate to get ahold
 2  of any of us, you know, today, tomorrow, next month,
 3  next year, if you've got a concern.  And we will do
 4  everything possible to make sure we can get you an
 5  answer or at least tell you when we're going to be able
 6  to provide you an answer, if we don't have it today.
 7                We have four cooperating agencies that
 8  we're working with.  We're working very close with the
 9  State of New Mexico.  We're working with the New Mexico
10  Environmental Division, the New Mexico Mining and
11  Mineral Division, New Mexico Department of Game and
12  Fish, and the Office of State Engineer.
13                You will notice that the word pending up
14  there is opposite state engineers.  They are not
15  pending.  What is pending is the MOU between the BLM
16  and that office.  If you are aware, back in the fall
17  they had change of guard in their upper management.
18                And so we're still in the process of
19  developing that MOU with them, but they have been on
20  board ever since I've been on board and participating
21  in this, and they will continue throughout this
22  process.  So -- so, we're not leaving anyone out.
23                And one of the things that we want to
24  make sure that everyone realizes and understands is
25  that the federal government has a permitting process.
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 1  And New Mexico Copper has come into that permitting
 2  process, and that's why we're here today.
 3                But the State also has a very rigorous
 4  permitting process that New Mexico Copper also has to
 5  go through.  And we will make sure -- we being the
 6  state agencies and the BLM, will make sure that we're
 7  working with each other, and -- to make sure that any
 8  permit that is required that needs to get -- that needs
 9  to happen, happens.
10                And if it doesn't happen, we're going to
11  let the other agencies know that, Hey, right now we're
12  not doing B because we've got an issue, and until that
13  issue gets resolved, we can't resume.  We can't do
14  permit B or we can't produce whatever that permit is.
15                So we're working very close with the
16  state agencies and we will continue to work with them
17  all the way through this process.
18                At this time, I'm going to ask our NEPA
19  coordinator -- no.  I'm sorry.  Thank you.  I missing
20  half of my pages because I pulled them out.  We're
21  going to ask Mangi to come -- not Mangi.  Back up.
22                We're going to ask New Mexico Copper to
23  come up and give -- go over about three slides and what
24  we -- the reason we want them up here and present these
25  three slides is they are the proponents.  They are the
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 1  ones who know what they are asking for, what they want
 2  to do and what their plan is to do.  And so we've asked
 3  them to come up, go through approximately three slides.
 4                Once they get through those three slides,
 5  then we'll come back and go through the NEPA process.
 6  So Ann or Jen?
 7                MS. CARPENTER:  Hi everybody.  I'm Ann
 8  Carpenter, project director of the Copper Flat Project.
 9  I have met a lot of you guys over the last year, year
10  and a half, since we've done community outreach and
11  engagement in introducing the project to the community.
12                The Copper Flat Project is owned by
13  THEMAC Resources Group, and THEMAC Resources Group is
14  the publically traded company, with New Mexico Copper
15  Corporation being the wholly-owned subsidiary in New
16  Mexico.
17                Andre Douchane is our new CEO, a New
18  Mexico graduate from New Mexico Tech, and he's got over
19  30 years experience in the mineral industry.  We've got
20  100 percent ownership of the Copper Flat Project.  And
21  we submitted a mine operating plan of operation with
22  the BLM, and that's the reason we're all here.
23                The Copper Flat Mine was originally
24  discovered back in the '50s and built and operated in
25  the early '80s for a brief period of time in a bad
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 1  copper market.  It was financed at $1.70 copper and
 2  then operated at about 70 cents copper.  So they were
 3  never right -- on the right side of the earnings curve,
 4  but it indicated that the resources are effectively
 5  still in the ground.
 6                And the project has not been developed
 7  since the early '80s, but it has been explored and
 8  under development through various companies over the
 9  years.  In 1986 because of the structure, the bank
10  structure that was holding -- the project was built
11  using debt financing.  So, therefore the bank owned the
12  project through a bankruptcy.
13                So, the project was liquidated and all
14  the buildings were removed, although the foundations
15  were buried in place.  And some of the infrastructure
16  was left in place, like, some of the haul roads and
17  other access roads.  About 910 acres have been
18  previously disturbed by that early operation.
19                We're -- our plan of operations is
20  proposing to reactivate, reutilize and expand the
21  project.  And there will be approximately 676 acres of
22  new disturbance.  The concrete structural
23  foundations -- we've been doing engineering analysis on
24  it, and so far they look to be very strong and
25  reusable, for the most part.
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 1                We still have definitive engineering to
 2  complete on those, but the initial studies look very
 3  good.  Effectively utilize the previous layout, as you
 4  guys -- as we've been able to illustrate over the last
 5  year with our community work, and that site layout plan
 6  illustrates that.
 7                The pit is -- then, to the east of the
 8  pit is the mill site and plant facilities, and then
 9  east of that is the tailings, much along the same lines
10  as when Tanner built.  Improve -- we're looking at,
11  through our feasibility and engineering analysis, to
12  look at improving the economic feasibility of the
13  project and refining it for efficiency and conservation
14  measures.
15                And then, from a sustainability,
16  perspective, we're looking at the environment and
17  energy costs.  In the plan of operations, we're
18  proposing a 17-year mine life, based on the current
19  feasibility and pre-feasibility engineering work.
20                We'll utilize water reuse strategies,
21  process 5.8 million tons of copper ore annually, and it
22  will yield about 36 million pounds of copper annually.
23  Reclamation looks to be a 10-year duration, with
24  stabilization of the slopes with vegetation, controlled
25  abandonment of monitoring wells, reclamation of access
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 1  roads and reclamation bond provides assurance.
 2                I would also like to talk about --
 3  through our community outreach efforts, which we've
 4  initiated over the last 12 to 18 months, and through
 5  our quarterly meetings where we've been trying to meet
 6  with the communities, we've had a series of outreach
 7  mechanisms to make sure that we can engage the
 8  communities and get them involved in the project so
 9  that we can speak to you guys and find out what it is
10  that you are concerned about, so that we can keep
11  bringing that into our environmental and our
12  engineering processes.
13                We put out an announcement that we put
14  out on Thursday, just to make sure that we had
15  engagement here, especially out of the Hillsboro
16  community because what we found, over the last 12 to 18
17  months, is that a lot of folks don't have access to
18  radios or -- I mean, to radio and to newspapers and to
19  Internet.
20                So, we physically have begun to print
21  these ads up that we put in the local newspapers and
22  then get them posted at the Post Office and some of the
23  cafes.  Again, it's our mechanism for outreach, and we
24  wanted to make sure we got as many folks as possible
25  into these community or these scoping meetings.
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 1                That's it.
 2                MR. HAYWOOD:  Thank you, Ann.
 3                With that, I would like to introduce
 4  Jennifer Montoya, and she's going to talk about the
 5  NEPA process and why we're here today.
 6                MS. MONTOYA:  Thank you, Doug.  All
 7  right.  Well, the initial Environmental Policy Act is
 8  about 40 years old, and it is a mechanism that compels
 9  government agencies to minimize impacts to the
10  environment with proposed projects, and it involves the
11  public.
12                And so this is a very important stage,
13  where we would like for you to provide input on issues.
14  And I hope you've all had the opportunity to look at
15  the more specific information around the room because
16  we list quite a few issues that we're already aware of.
17                As Doug mentioned, we have a large team
18  of specialists in Las Cruces at the BLM office.  We
19  have hired Mangi Environmental Consultants who also has
20  a big team of specialists for us to think through many
21  of the consequences of permitting a mine.
22                And we have this flow chart over here
23  that talks about cause and effect.  Many impacts may be
24  several steps removed from the actual process of
25  mining.  As to the -- we're in the -- sort of the
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 1  middle of scoping now.  We announced our scoping back
 2  in January, and it ends March 9th.
 3                And what's very important is for us to
 4  hear from you in writing your issues.  And so we would
 5  like you to either -- if you want to just sort of
 6  casually comment on the poster over here with the cause
 7  and effect analysis, that's fine, but we really would
 8  like to hear from you in writing.
 9                And you have these packets that you
10  picked up at the front desk or you can e-mail us at a
11  later date.  You still have until March 9th to write us
12  and get your issues, if you think they are not going to
13  be addressed in front of us, and so we can give them
14  the proper attention.
15                So the open house is intended to listen
16  to you, to answer questions, to talk about this
17  proposed action.  And then once we have gathered
18  information, after March 9th, we will develop something
19  called a scoping report.
20                You are helping us to find the scope of
21  the analysis.  To the next slide, Dave.  So this -- do
22  you have a pointer on you?
23                UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I think we do.
24                MS. MONTOYA:  So just to give you a sense
25  of -- we hope it's a two-year process.  We're not --
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 1  we've set ourselves some goals, and we're at the very
 2  beginning, the scoping period.  The NOI stands for
 3  Notice of Intent, and that's a phrase from the Federal
 4  Register, and so here we are going into the spring of
 5  2012, our NOI, and here is our public comment period.
 6                The end point we call a Record of
 7  Decision, and we hope to get there in about two years.
 8  And, after we receive your comments, we're going to
 9  work together, our big team that we've assembled, to
10  start analyzing the comments and the information, what
11  are the impacts of the mine development on the various
12  resources that Doug mentioned, visual, recreation,
13  range, watershed.  Watershed, I think, is on everyone's
14  mind.
15                In about -- at the end of the year -- at
16  the end of the year in December, early next year, we
17  hope to have a draft based on all the input that you've
18  provided in our analysis, and then there will be what's
19  called a Notice of Availability.
20                The draft EIS is available for your
21  review.  And we will have a 60-day comment period at
22  that time.  So, if you've signed up, if you've given us
23  your name or you've given us your issues, this is an
24  important time for you to review the document and give
25  us feedback.
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 1                If we didn't analyze it to your liking,
 2  you really need to get back in touch with us.  We then
 3  review your comments, and then develop a final EIS.
 4  And, again, the Federal Register will publish a Notice
 5  of Availability.  We will address comments again at a
 6  later date, and then come up with what's called a
 7  Record of Decision, and then we end up authorizing the
 8  mine.
 9                UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 2:  Is that a given?
10                UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 3:  Is that a done
11  deal?
12                UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 4:  Is that already
13  a given?
14                MS. MONTOYA:  That was -- I set myself
15  up.  We would authorize the mine if we accept the
16  proposed action.  And so we'll talk about that more in
17  a second.  Go ahead.  So, let's see here, we are in the
18  scoping and informing the public of the intention to
19  mine.  Solicit the input from the public on issues so
20  the project minimizes environmental impacts.  Our next
21  steps, Mangi and BLM are developing alternatives,
22  analyzing impact, writing the EIS.
23                So, this developing alternatives -- we've
24  been given -- we've been given a proposal.  We will
25  look at this proposal and we will actually think about
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 1  other ways to potentially achieve the project with
 2  potentially different impacts.
 3                So the alternative -- you will see more
 4  than one alternative to the proposed mine.  And then we
 5  write the EIS.  And, again, we provide public
 6  opportunity to comment on the draft EIS.
 7                So that should give you a heads up on
 8  where we're going and the kind of involvement we expect
 9  from you and then where we intend to go.  I think
10  that's it.  Okay.  Back to Doug.
11                MR. HAYWOOD:  We'll kind of go over the
12  milestones on the next slide and give you an idea on
13  what we're looking at for dates.  Again, March 9th is
14  that critical date.  That's when -- you know, after
15  March 9th, we're not taking any more public scoping
16  information into the draft EIS.
17                Around middle of September, first part of
18  September, we're going to have our first internal,
19  complete, rough draft of the EIS, of the draft EIS.
20                By mid November the agency, BLM, is going
21  to get back to the managing contractor and say, We've
22  looked at it.  These are areas that we believe need to
23  be beefed up.  These are areas that need to be thinned
24  down and go through that process.
25                Then our plan is we're having a meeting.
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 1  We've got a meeting already scheduled for the first
 2  week of December, and we're going to sit down in that
 3  meeting.  And our goal is, when we walk out of that
 4  meeting on Thursday afternoon, that we have a draft EIS
 5  in final format to go to Santa Fe, which is where our
 6  state office is for their review.
 7                At that point, the state office will do a
 8  review.  Washington office will do some review, and
 9  then they will get that back to us.  Once we get those
10  edits tuned back into it, then we will make that EIS.
11  That's what Jennifer was talking about earlier.  We'll
12  make that EIS to become a public document for your
13  review and that 60-day window will open up again for
14  comment.
15                Once that's been completed, we're going
16  to draft what we would consider the admin final EIS.
17  Again, go through that review process, get it out there
18  for you guys to make your -- any last minute comments
19  on what we -- what we have done from the previous
20  comments.  And then we'll make a final Record of
21  Decision on what the Record of Decision and the issues
22  is based on the EIS.
23                How can you input into this NEPA process?
24  How can you help us with the scoping?  As Jennifer and
25  I've already mentioned, do it in writing.  There's a
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 1  bunch of those forms that you can fill out on one side.
 2  Fold it over, put a staple on it and stick it in the
 3  mail.  You can do it that way.
 4                When we get done with this presentation,
 5  the court reporter will be up here.  We'll take your
 6  questions when you are up here at the mic.  And, again,
 7  please remember when you come up here and you do
 8  provide your question, that you provide your name at a
 9  minimum and, if you could, your name and your address
10  would be appreciated.  That way we can make sure that
11  you are notified next time.
12                If you don't want to provide your name,
13  that's fine, but then you have no recourse when it
14  comes down to the second draft on your original comment
15  because it wasn't in there because it's from an unknown
16  source.  So, please, it's important to at least provide
17  us your name.
18                You can e-mail us.  There's the e-mail
19  address here.  It's also in the literature.  We have a
20  Web site that you could go to that will connect you to
21  a comment form.  You can mail it to us.  Again, if
22  you'll look at the mailing address, you'll notice
23  there's a VA address, and that's because that's where
24  Mangi's headquarters is.
25                And just remember they are an arm of the
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 1  BLM in this process.  So, you are not sending it off to
 2  some data collection agency.  You are actually sending
 3  it to our contractor who will bind those.
 4                And part of the requirements for us, too,
 5  in our EIS is we will compile every question that is
 6  brought forward.  Every concern that is brought forward
 7  will be compiled and it will become part of the EIS
 8  itself.  It will become an appendix within the EIS so
 9  that you can make sure, when you are looking at the
10  EIS, that we've addressed that issue that you brought
11  forward.
12                There's a toll free number you can call
13  and leave information on or you can also fax it to us.
14  So now we're on to the public comment period.  Again,
15  March 9th, we've got to keep drilling that in.  If it's
16  fine with everyone, I would like to keep going
17  unless -- is there someone that needs some break?
18                If you need a break, we can take a break.
19  If not, let's keep going.  Let's keep going to save the
20  time.  Remember, too, when we open it up for the public
21  scoping meeting, please come up.  Tell us your
22  concerns, but remember try to keep it to under three
23  minutes if you can because there's a lot of people
24  here.
25                It's not that we're not interested in
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 1  your questions, but if it's going to take more than
 2  three minutes, let's get together afterwards.  Make
 3  sure it gets written in.  Send it on the written form
 4  so we can get it.
 5                We don't want to take up everyone's time
 6  with one or two questions.  The second thing is, even
 7  though there's BLM people in the room, there's state
 8  people in the room, the Copper company is in the room,
 9  the contractor is in the room, we're not here to answer
10  questions tonight.
11                We're here to get the questions so that
12  we can take your questions and develop the draft EIS.
13  So, we're not going to be answering a question or we're
14  not going to defend or, you know, do that type of
15  communication process for the rest of tonight.
16                Anything else, Bill?
17                MR. CHILDRESS:  No.  Let's get started.
18                MR. HAYWOOD:  Okay.  With that, the floor
19  is open.  Come on up, sir.
20                MR. CHATFIELD:  My name is Harvey
21  Chatfield.  I live on Animus Creek, and I don't really
22  have any questions.  I worked at the mine from the time
23  they did the decline until I got the sad job of tearing
24  the dang thing down in the space of about ten years.
25                And I always liked to comment, My old
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 1  neighbor said one time -- he said, Harvey, that job
 2  probably saved the ranch, didn't it?
 3                And I said, Yes, sir, it did.
 4                So, I would love to see it reopen.  And I
 5  think it would give a lot of -- a lot of employment to
 6  a lot of folks around here that need it.  That's all I
 7  have to say.  Thank you.  Next.
 8                MR. BURNS:  Thank you.  I'm Robert Burns,
 9  President of the Hillsboro Mutual Domestic Water
10  Consumers Association Board of Directors, which for
11  obvious reasons I'll refer to as Hillsboro Water.
12                And I'm providing comments as president
13  of Hillsboro Water.  Hillsboro Water is a political
14  subdivision of the State of New Mexico under the
15  Sanitary Projects Act, and it's predecessors code
16  section 3-29 of the NMSA.
17                Hillsboro Water is mandated to provide
18  domestic water needs of the association, providing
19  pristine water as requested.  We hold underground water
20  rights to meet that mandate.  The members of the
21  Hillsboro Water have a right to a full glass of
22  pristine water when they turn on the tap.  A glass
23  which can only be filled halfway or a glass which does
24  not contain pristine water adversely affects their
25  safety, their welfare, their livelihood and their
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 1  financial investments.
 2                The proposed Copper Flats Mine will
 3  withdraw large amounts of water from the underground
 4  water supply used by Hillsboro Water.  There is no
 5  reason to believe that withdrawing this amount of water
 6  will not adversely affect the water supply of Hillsboro
 7  Water, both in terms of the quantity of water available
 8  and in terms of the quality of water available.
 9                There is a prima fascia case that the
10  withdrawal of these amounts of water by the Copper
11  Flats will adversely affect the members of Hillsboro
12  Water.  On July 19, 2011, the board of directors of
13  Hillsboro Water requested that the Office of the State
14  Engineer provide it with assurance that the actions of
15  the Copper Flat Mine would not adversely affect safety,
16  welfare and livelihood of the members of the
17  association.
18                The Office of the State Engineer has, as
19  of this date, refused to provide that assurance.
20  Therefore, we request two actions by the Bureau of Land
21  Management and its agents.
22                1, that a fully scoped and funded social
23  impact assessment be included in the EIS, with
24  particular emphasis on the social and economic
25  disruption of the Copper Flats proposal on the water
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 1  supply to Hillsboro, and;
 2                2, and in support of the first, that a
 3  comprehensive mapping and assessment of the aquifers
 4  used by Hillsboro Water and the proposed Copper Flats
 5  Mine, to include the area to the west of Hillsboro as
 6  far as the crest of the Black Range, be performed and
 7  that a predictive assessment in modeling protocol be
 8  developed, which will determine when the water supply
 9  will be stressed to the point of endangering the
10  safety, welfare and livelihood of the members of the
11  Hillsboro Water Association.
12                To aid you in your endeavors, we are
13  providing you records, which are attached.  And I have
14  a comment form for the last five years of the static
15  level and drawdown levels of the wells we use.  We've
16  also provided the results of water quality assessments
17  performed under the auspices of the State of New
18  Mexico.
19                We note that static level, drawdown level
20  and water quality are all lagging indicators.  When the
21  well level drops, when water goes bad, it's unlikely
22  that we can recover.  It is for that reason that the
23  development of leading indicators and the
24  implementation of systems to utilize them, as I
25  previously described, be a part of any alternative
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 1  considered by the Bureau.
 2                And we feel that, lastly, that an EIS
 3  which fails to provide a fully scoped and funded social
 4  impact assessment is deficient on its face.  Thank you.
 5                MR. RICTOR:  My name is Jeff Rictor.  My
 6  address is 614 Broadway, T or C.  I've been a Sierra
 7  County resident, residing in T or C since 1985.  I'm
 8  the owner of Rictor Land Surveying and responsible
 9  registrant in charge.
10                The development of the Copper Flat
11  Project will positively and directly affect the
12  economic growth of Sierra County.  Currently, our
13  county has little industry.  The middle class survives
14  on entry level wages and the tax base is small.
15                This project will provide -- will provide
16  well-paying jobs and pay taxes in the county coffers.
17  Counties in the western states have large areas of
18  federally administered land on which few taxes are
19  paid.  According to the Constitution and the States
20  Enabling Acts, the federal government was to dispose of
21  the public domain within the states' boundaries
22  according to the Equal Footing Doctrine.  This has
23  failed to happen.
24                Environmental Activists, overreaching
25  bureaucracy and an activist judiciary are holding the
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 1  natural resources and resulting tax base hostage to the
 2  detriment of the states -- of the western states and
 3  their counties.
 4                To survive and prosper, Sierra County and
 5  its citizens must be able to reap the benefits of
 6  entrepreneurial investment and to develop the economic
 7  resources that the original 13 states and their
 8  counties enjoy.  Thank you.
 9                MR. LORIMAR:  Hi there, my name is Dan
10  Lorimar.  I'm a 40-plus year resident of Sierra County.
11  My address is Post office Box 743 in Williamsburg
12  87942.  I appreciate Bob's comments.  The Sierra Club's
13  concerns are broader and less specific.  Although,
14  without the specifics, our concerns would basically
15  mean nothing.
16                Obviously, water is at the top of our
17  list of concerns.  The effect of prolonged pumping at
18  projected consumption levels on existing residential
19  and commercial wells in the area is a huge concern of
20  ours.  Additionally, we're concerned about the
21  potential dewatering of both Percha and Animus Creeks.
22                We also are concerned about the impacts
23  of this prolonged pumping on the groundwater flows into
24  Caballo Reservoir and the Rio Grande River.  Impacts to
25  water quality for mining operations on existing
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 1  residential and commercial wells in the area, as well
 2  as surface waters from such sources as tailing ponds,
 3  chemical contamination or insufficient equipment
 4  maintenance protocols are also high on our list of
 5  concerns.
 6                Additionally, we're concerned about the
 7  short longevity of this project and the impact -- the
 8  long-term impact on Sierra County's economy.  This
 9  might provide some dollars into the economy.
10  Unfortunately, when it ends, it ends.
11                And that -- and that economic boom --
12  instead of the stability of slow economic growth, this
13  boom/bust process involves us making some money for a
14  few years, but then crashing down and being worse off
15  afterwards than we were to start with.
16                Many, many counties and communities have
17  refused projects like this that have shorter than
18  40-year life spans.  17 years is very, very short.
19  It's going to make a bump in Sierra County's economy,
20  if it happens.  And let me just say, to make it clear,
21  we don't want to see this project happen.  We think
22  it's a bad idea for the reasons I've just stated and
23  other reasons, too.
24                For instance, the costs to the county to
25  maintain the highway.  Will they have to thicken it?  I
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 1  believe they will.  Will they have to widen it?  I
 2  think that's very likely.  Who is going to pay for
 3  that?  We are.  So it's important to keep in mind that
 4  there are distinct downsides to a project like this
 5  beyond the water concerns.
 6                And we'll be submitting written comments.
 7  With that I'll end, and thank you very much.
 8                MR. STRETCH LUNA:  My name is Fred
 9  Stretch Luna.  My family has been here slightly over
10  200 years.  My dad worked 23 years at 13 underground
11  mines at Grant County.  He put in 33 years with
12  Kennecott, and what Mr. Barnes said as far as the
13  water, I've seen some of the effects of the water
14  system.
15                I worked with the water department in the
16  town of Central where I grew up at.  As far as the
17  economic situation, I worked with the employment
18  screening department.  I was in charge of the finance
19  department.  Whenever anybody came from Washington to
20  the regional office in Dallas and throughout the state
21  for different projects, I was involved in that going
22  back to the economic thing.
23                Again, the economic projects -- the money
24  ran out.  Okay.  People again -- I came back to food
25  stamps and welfare and no telling what else.  As far as
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 1  the -- I say these houses -- again, my
 2  great-grandfather built some of these houses.  The
 3  oldest houses are 132 to 150 years.  The house where I
 4  live is a young house.  It's only 130 years old.  They
 5  are still standing.  Some of them do have cracks.
 6                Again, there will be underground
 7  blasting.  When there's underground blasting, I don't
 8  care how deep it is, it will affect the adobe houses
 9  that are here in town.  There are a few mobile homes,
10  which will not be affected.
11                Again, as far as I'm concerned, and I
12  have contacted several members -- a couple members from
13  Congress, the governor and several other state agencies
14  in the last couple of years.  Again, I would let
15  everybody know here, and I hope that my friends stay my
16  friends, and, if not, well, okay.
17                I am against the project in every
18  respect.  Again, not just on the economic project,
19  again, the wildlife and the water system.  I have seen
20  this town before the water system came in.  People out
21  here had wells, hand-dug wells.
22                When there was no water, again, we were
23  lucky we had a couple of city wells.  So, again, I've
24  seen the water situation, the economic situation and
25  again the environmental situation.  And, again, I
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 1  repeat I am against this project 100 percent.  Thank
 2  you.
 3                MR. BARR:  This may be a little jerky
 4  because I certainly didn't expect to say anything
 5  tonight.  But, over and over again in Sierra County, it
 6  comes to me that the real resources of the county are
 7  its nature, the nature of the county.
 8                And any project which destroys that is a
 9  bad idea.  Many, many projects of the mining sort have
10  hidden economic aspects.  In the economic literature,
11  it's called externalities.  The externalities are kind
12  of the difference between what people pay for something
13  that they produce and sell to someone else and the
14  actual cost.
15                And it's already been referred to that
16  these actual -- that those differences in the actual
17  cost are eventually paid for by the public at large,
18  and very likely the local economy.
19                The county has, in the past, made
20  predictions about its economic trajectory, and most of
21  those involve taking advantage of the nature -- the
22  nature in Sierra County.  I think those surveys show
23  what kinds of changes in the population have occurred
24  as retirees come in and pay top dollar for a variety of
25  things.
0030
 1                And it also -- the BLM itself has
 2  emphasized the advantages of this area in terms of
 3  tourism.  Those things go on and on and on and don't
 4  end after 17 years.  And I think that the BLM should
 5  increase its scope, certainly, to look at the costs to
 6  other aspects of our economy in the near future and in
 7  the long term.
 8                REPORTER:  I'm sorry, sir.  Could you --
 9                MR. BARR:  Lloyd Barr, 76 Courtside Ridge
10  Road, Nominal Way, but it's a Post Office, Hillsboro
11  88042.
12                MR. BUSMAN:  Bill Busman, Animus Creek,
13  HC 31, Box 89, Caballo.  I live about 3,000 feet due
14  north of the production well field that they will be
15  using for the mine.  I got no problem with the mine as
16  long as they move the production well field to Jen's
17  backyard or Ann's backyard.
18                I would like to recognize two scientists
19  who aren't here tonight because they passed away since
20  the '96 hearing, Adrian Brown, the hydrologist, who
21  once told me that the reason our aquifer is not
22  connected to the production well field aquifer is
23  because of these giant Pleistocene beavers whose tails
24  padded down the clay in Animus Creek to keep the
25  production well field separate from Animus Creek.
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 1                He told me that with a straight face.
 2  Also, Tim DeYoung, the water rights lawyer from
 3  Modrall, Sperling, legal representative in New Mexico
 4  who told me over lunch one time in T or C that since
 5  Arizona sycamores can't own water rights, if they kill
 6  them all off, go sue them.
 7                Anyway, we're concerned about that
 8  intersection of the north/south faulting that
 9  intersects Animus Creek.  I'm sure you've all seen it
10  on the geologic map, the scientists here, and it's a
11  poorly understood faulting system and it will be
12  interesting to see how they show no effect.
13                In the past, when the price of copper
14  went below a dollar, of course, those aquifers were
15  connected and studies, after the price of copper went
16  up above a dollar showed, of course, they are not
17  connected.  So I'll be looking forward to it.  Thank
18  you.
19                MR. HAYWOOD:  Is there anyone else?
20                MR. PLAINTIFF:  My name is Arlene Lynch,
21  and I'm a 13-year resident of Hillsboro.  I have a
22  well.  I'm not on city water.  So, of course, the water
23  is of a concern to me, Post Office Box 472 88042.
24                I just have one slight thing that occurs
25  to me.  We can no longer take lawn trash, tires,
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 1  anything except kitchen garbage to the dump because
 2  Sierra County can't afford to take the dumpsters away.
 3  So the only dumpsters -- the only thing we can legally
 4  take to the dump now is the garbage that occurs in your
 5  kitchen.
 6                If Sierra County can't afford dumpsters
 7  so we can take that stuff away so that it doesn't end
 8  up being thrown into arroyos, how are they going to
 9  afford to maintain the roads with -- I can't get a
10  number on the amount of trucks, but I did see the
11  number on the millions of tons of ore that are going to
12  occur.  How are they going to afford to keep the roads
13  repaired if we can't afford to haul our garbage away?
14  Thank you.
15                MR. YEH:  My name is Max Yeh, Y-E-H, P.O.
16  Box 156 Hillsboro 88042.  I just -- I have two little
17  statements to make.  Actually, I have a lot of
18  statements to make.  I have about 44 points, but I
19  think I better send them in.  Number 1, because water
20  is limited in the lower Rio Grande Basin, water use is
21  competitive.  Right?
22                We have a certain amount of water in the
23  ground that we could use, and that's it.  So people
24  compete for this.  This drives the price of water up.
25  Okay.  This being said, in this area, you cannot look
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 1  at economic status of the county isolated from the
 2  problem of water because everybody is competing for
 3  that water.
 4                You cannot have further development if
 5  all the water is used in this one development.  It's
 6  very simple.  So you can't say, Oh, you know, the mine
 7  is going to bring 100 permanent jobs for 20 years and
 8  have that be a meaningful statement about the economy.
 9                It has to be -- all right.  What is it
10  taking away from the economy?  All right.  Now, the job
11  situation is linked to water.  And the creation of jobs
12  by the mining industry is relatively inefficient.  That
13  is almost all the other industries create more jobs for
14  the same amount of water.
15                So, you can't say, Oh, great.  The mine
16  is going to bring economic revival to this area.  It's
17  going to depress this area; right, because it's taking
18  away the jobs that might have been from that water.
19                How many jobs will this amount of water,
20  which is 33, what -- about 3,300 acre feet a year of
21  water, which is a huge amount of water, and it's
22  actually more than that because, according to the plan
23  of operation, initial pumping will be 6,400 million --
24  6,400 gallons per minute, which is about 10,000 acre
25  feet a year of water for the initial operation.
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 1                That is two-thirds of the groundwater of
 2  this county.  That's a lot of water.  If you had that
 3  water in the ground, how much money will that bring to
 4  the -- to this County.
 5                So, the economic thing cannot be, you
 6  know, just set aside from the fact that it's going to
 7  cost the economy, you know, that the mine brings us,
 8  will cost us in the long run.  It will cost us more
 9  than we get at the front end.  That's just number 1.
10                Okay.  2, the cone depression at the mine
11  site because they are digging this big pit; right, into
12  the ground, 800 feet down, can damage the nearby
13  geothermal springs; right?  We've got a warm springs
14  out there.  And I would like to see that included in
15  the scope of the study.  Thank you.
16                MR. HOLLOWAY:  My name is Mike Holloway.
17  I live on Animus Creek Road.  I live within a sycamore
18  grove, have a hand duck rail, concerned about these
19  other issues that have been brought up about water,
20  road traffic, impact economically.
21                My concern also is the air quality.  We
22  live straight downwind from the mine tailings, which
23  will polarize dust.  And the winds, as you know, are
24  quite strong around here.  So, I'm against this mine.
25                MR. MASSENGIL:  My name is James
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 1  Massengil.  My address is HCR 31, Box 97-A, Caballo,
 2  New Mexico.  I own a little adobe down the street.
 3  Well, take that back.  Barbara owns it.
 4                I came here devoted not to say a word
 5  tonight, but I found myself in the same shoes that I
 6  was some little over three years ago when somebody was
 7  going to diddle around with Project Creek Watershed
 8  into Caballo Lake.
 9                And, like I said, I wasn't going to say
10  anything, but the chairman of the committee or the
11  group, the conference or the open session, whatever you
12  wanted to call it said, Mr. Massengil, Do you want to
13  say something?
14                I said, Well, since I'm standing up, I
15  guess might as well.  And those of you who were there
16  know I want to speak my mind, and I hope to have
17  foundations behind what I say.  I came to New Mexico to
18  visit some years ago, and then back to North Carolina
19  twice since.  And I run into tornadoes and
20  thunderstorms, and hurricanes is what got me interested
21  in coming out.
22                Of course, Barbara had a burning desire
23  and loves this state.  Things are going to happen.
24  And, when this project started, and me and my own way
25  of doing business, I kind of made my way around to meet
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 1  most of the people involved.  And I've got one
 2  complaint tonight as versus 14.
 3                My complaint is I've looked at these
 4  guys.  I call the ladies guys also.  From my
 5  perspective, for what it's worth, they are solid.  They
 6  are well schooled.  They are experienced, and the
 7  product that comes out of it is going to depend on what
 8  we furnish to them as they do their job in doing
 9  whatever it's going to be.
10                And there's going to be surprises on both
11  sides of the fence.  I encourage everybody here to be
12  honest and truthful and nosey.  Look around and see
13  what you think might be bothered.  And, if somebody is
14  going to want me to say it's going to rain tomorrow,
15  no.  I'm not going to answer your communication.
16                So how much water do we have and how
17  much -- how long would it last, and what's going to
18  happen to Sierra County?  I say work with the guys.
19  Give them a shot.
20                And my one complaint is I've checked
21  every chink in the armor that I could see and some that
22  I couldn't see, and I found none thus far, like I said,
23  for whatever it's worth.  I thank you and I hope
24  everybody enjoys the evening.
25                MS. GIBSON:  My name is Margie Gibson.  I
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 1  live in Animus Creek.  My address -- I signed in so my
 2  address is back there.  My husband and I bought
 3  property in Animus Creek to retire to.  We really love
 4  this area.
 5                We value the sycamores and the wildlife,
 6  the birds, and I think the BLM really needs to look at
 7  how this mine is going to impact people who are
 8  interested in retiring here.  I think that really has a
 9  lot of long-term value to Sierra County that the mine
10  will hurt.  Thank you.
11                MR. BUTLER:  My name is Jimmy Butler.  I
12  live in T or C.  My wife and I moved here about two
13  years ago out of necessity.  I had a contracting job --
14  pardon me, a contracting company back in Arizona, and
15  within three months I lost over $100,000 worth of
16  contracts and found myself suddenly unemployed;
17  self-employed but unemployed.
18                We had family here.  We moved here with
19  them, like I said, two years ago.  I have since gotten
20  my contractor's license here in the State of New Mexico
21  and I am busier than I think I have ever been.
22                However, with every new job that I
23  acquire, with every new bid that I win, just as I get
24  started on that job, I'm wondering will there be
25  another one?  Will there be another one?
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 1                The one thing that I see -- and I've seen
 2  all the statistics on what age group is moving out of
 3  here at such a rapid rate, and it's the young people.
 4  Right out of high school, they are off to college.
 5                Once they get a taste of college life and
 6  big city life, they are not coming back.  They will
 7  come back to visit us now and then, but they are not
 8  coming back.  There's nothing here for them.
 9                If they don't come back, we don't have
10  families here.  If we don't have families, all we will
11  be is a retirement community.  That's it.  Nothing
12  more.  I don't want to sound insensitive here because,
13  from what I've seen from the BLM, the copper company,
14  they are bending over backwards to show that they are
15  being sensitive to all of our concerns.
16                But I'm the kind of guy who gets right to
17  the point.  Everything in life is a trade-off.
18  Everything in life is a trade-off.  And I'm not
19  suggesting that we just allow them to come in, use up
20  all our water and head out of here in 20 years.  That's
21  not what I'm saying.
22                But, if we want to build our county, if
23  we want to have families move into here, if we want to
24  improve our school systems, if we want to improve our
25  roads, we're not going to do it with the money that's
0039
 1  in our pockets right now.
 2                It's going to take new jobs.  It's going
 3  to take risks, and we have to be willing to take that
 4  risk or we're just going to wither and die.  Thank you.
 5                MR. HAYWOOD:  Is there anyone else?  I
 6  don't want to rush anyone.  If there's anyone else,
 7  please speak up now.  It's 8:32.  The court reporter is
 8  here until 9:00 at least.  If you guys would like to,
 9  we'll stop the formal in-front conversations right now.
10                If you would like to, come over, sit down
11  do a one-on-one with the court reporter, that's fine.
12  If not, we have that little flyer that you could fill
13  out and you can leave with us or you can mail it in or
14  you can hit any of our other processes that we put up
15  on the previous slide to get those questions to us.
16                We'll make sure that whatever questions
17  you guys provide, that we evaluate them and use them to
18  build the EIS because, without these questions and
19  without these concerns, the EIS will not be created or
20  not created correctly.
21                And so, please, don't hesitate to ask and
22  hit up both staff, the BLM staff that's here.  Feel
23  free to ask them questions.  Ask the copper company
24  questions that you have, and enjoy the rest of the
25  evening and thank you for coming out.
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 1                (Comment taken after meeting ended.)
 2                MS. BOONE:  My name is Velma Boone,
 3  resident of Las Cruces, born and raised on the Animus
 4  Creek.  I own two properties on the Animus Creek, and I
 5  have two concerns.
 6                One is I was not even aware that this was
 7  happening, just because I'm not in the line of
 8  communication with Sierra County, but how I became
 9  aware of it was the test well that's being drilled on
10  Harvey Chatfield's property on the Animus Creek.
11                And I stopped to talk with them, the
12  drillers, because there's an artesian well -- many
13  artesian wells right there in that adjoining area.  And
14  I wanted to know if this large diameter well was going
15  to have an impact on the artesian wells.
16                I had a conversation with the geologist
17  from the mine.  And it was a good conversation and he
18  promised to call me in a couple weeks, and he hasn't
19  done that, but that's a side point.
20                My two specific concerns are, 1, are they
21  establishing an aquifer level during the midst of a
22  drought, and is this going to be considered a norm, the
23  levels that they are finding now?
24                2, already -- and we're talking within a
25  month or so of this test well being drilled -- the
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 1  water level in the pond -- and just for record I'll
 2  call it the duck pond because there's artificial ducks
 3  on this little artesian pond in very close proximity to
 4  this test well -- the water level has visibly dropped
 5  just in the last month.  Thank you.
 6                (Proceedings concluded at 9:00 p.m.)
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