
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
  
 
  
  

The Steps of the BLM VRM Process 

1)	 Inventory Scenic Values 

The visual resource inventory process helps BLM determine the visual values on the landscape. This field 
inventory covers the entire planning area and consists of the following three factors: 

 Scenic Quality Evaluations
 
 Sensitivity Level Determinations 


 Delineation of Distance Zones 


The combination of these three factors, represent the relative value of the visual resources and provide the 
baseline data for determining the Visual Resource Management Objective (below) – the level of 
protection of visual resources within the planning area.   

2) 	 Determine Visual Resource Management Objectives (Classes) 

Once the visual resource inventory is complete (above), BLM then develops and identifies the visual 
resource management class or objective (below) for all BLM lands within the planning area. These visual 
management objective boundaries reflect not only the inventoried visual values, but also must consider all 
other resource allocations and uses identified during the RMP process before assigning the management 
objective and level of visual resource protection. The four management objectives are as follows: 

	 Class I Objective. The objective of this class is to preserve the existing character of the landscape. 
This class provides for natural ecological changes; however, it does not preclude very limited 
management activity. The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be very low and 
must not attract attention. 

	 Class II Objective. The objective of this class is to retain the existing character of the landscape. 
The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be low. Management activities may be 
seen, but should not attract the attention of the casual observer. Any changes must repeat the 
basic elements of form, line, color, and texture found in the predominant natural features of the 
characteristic landscape. 

	 Class III Objective. The objective of this class is to partially retain the existing character of the 
landscape. The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be moderate. Management 
activities may attract attention but should not dominate the view of the casual observer. Changes 
should repeat the basic elements found in the predominant natural features of the characteristic 
landscape. 

	 Class IV Objectives. The objective of this class is to provide for management activities which 
require major modifications of the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the 
characteristic landsape can be high. These management activities may dominate the view and be 
the major focus of viewer attention. However, every attempt should be made to minimize the 
impact of these activities through careful location, minimal disturbance, and repeating the basic 
elements. 

3) Implementation- Design/Evaluate activities and projects to meet RMP-designated VRM objectives 
4) Project Level - Use Contrast Rating Form – Handbook H-8431-1 to analyze impacts 


