MODULE 4 - Fire Safety

Part 1 - Communication with Aviation Resources

’

“Think like a wise man but communicate in the language of the people.’

William Butler Yeats

Target Description / Communication Exercise

Individual Task:

Review the tips from the IRPG and the sample fire anatomy photo that are included below.

Directing Retardant and Bucket Drops

* Give general location on incident.

* Finalize location with:

- Clock direction - straight in front of the aircraft
is 12 o’clock, out the right door is 3 o’clock, the
tail is 6 o’clock, and the left door is 9 o’clock.
When giving directions, remember that
helicopters and air attack generally orbit in a
right-hand pattern and air tankers in a left-hand
pattern.

- Position on slope - lower 1/3, upper 1/3,
midslope, top of ridge, etc.

- Aspect - direction slope is facing.

- Describe prominent landmarks - don’t say “I
have a red hardhat, I’'m wearing a yellow shirt,
I’'m waving, I’'m by the big rock,” etc. Visualize
what the pilot sees from the air and describe
target.

- Use signal mirrors - use smoke or fusee if mirror
unavailable. Stand in drop location (when safe)
for ID and move away before drop.

* Describe target from your location and explain
mission. The pilot will decide drop technique and
flight path.

» Assure pilot all personnel are safe and know
aircraft intentions before the drop.

*  Give feedback to pilot about drop accuracy. Be
honest and constructive. Let pilot know if drop is
early, late, uphill, downhilll, on target, too high,
too low, etc. Report low drops immediately.

57

Exercise:

Your task is to work in pairs, practicing your aviation communication skills. The two roles will
be: Airtanker pilot and Incident Commander. The facilitator will provide you with the exercise
instructions.
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Class Discussion:

Upon completion of the exercise, discuss the following questions:

e Were you successful in describing your target to each other? If so, why?

e Ifyour targets were not the same what were some of the reasons?

e What were some of the barriers that made this exercise challenging?

Want to find out more about communicating with aviation resources?

- Interagency Helicopter Operations Guide (IHOG), Chapter 4 - Flight Following, Resource Tracking, and
Communications:
http://www.nifc.gov/ihog/chapters/2006chapter04.pdf

- 6 Minutes for Safety - Aviation Communications:
http://www.nifc.gov/sixminutes/dsp_discussion.php?id=64

- Interagency Aviation Training (IAT) Online Modules:
https://www.iat.gov/Training/pages/online.asp
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