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In his ranger’s hat, belted blue jeans and carrying a shovel, Smokey Bear has been a national wildfire prevention symbol since 1944. Today, Smokey Bear evokes nostalgia for adults and continues offering new, relevant conservation messages for children.

In 1950, a decade after the first illustrated poster of Smokey Bear appeared, a raging wildfire in New Mexico’s Capitan Mountains heightened Smokey’s profile. U.S. Forest Service rangers called in crews, and several firefighters reported seeing an orphaned cub. They spotted him in a charred tree, badly hurt. Needing veterinary care, the small cub was flown to Santa Fe, and the media picked up the story from there.
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The Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl: Home Sweet Home exhibit opening at the Museum Friday features fun and engaging hands-on activities that encourage families to spend time together outdoors, and inspires children to discover and care for the natural resources that sustain our world – our home sweet home. The exhibit runs through Sept. 16, and the huggable icons will begin appearing live, 10 am to 2 pm daily by Memorial Day.
Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl: Home Sweet Home was created by the Betty Brinn Children’s Museum in collaboration with the U.S. Forest Service. Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl are protected by Congressional law and are used with permission from the U.S. Forest Service. All Rights Reserved. Presented by Howard S. Wright
Sponsored by Allied Insurance; BendTel; Century Insurance; Mountaineers Foundation; Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt; U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
Friday, June 8, 2012
Smokey Bear and I 
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	Retired U.S. Forest Service Firefighter Les Joslin chats with Smokey Bear at the Museum's vintage High Desert Ranger Station. 


Almost everyone has a childhood memory of Smokey Bear, whether you grew up in the city or the country.

For Les Joslin, that memory is of being 7 years old in the summer of 1950, on a trip with his parents, riding in their 1937 Chevy. A radio news story came on about an orphaned bear cub rescued from a raging wildfire in the mountains of New Mexico. The cub was named Smokey Bear, and became the live version of the fire prevention publicity symbol. 

“It caught my imagination, and I have been one of Smokey’s guys ever since,” says Joslin, who went on to become a U.S. Forest Service firefighter, working for decades throughout the High Desert. As one of the agency’s retirees, or "OldSmokeys," and a Museum volunteer, Les educates visitors about wildfire prevention and the evolving roles of the Forest Service.

On Saturday, he tells his story of a lifelong career in the Forest Service, or as he describes it, “working for Smokey,” the bear featured in fire prevention campaigns since 1944. His presentation, “The Bear and I” is one of a series of lectures connected with our current exhibit Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl:Home Sweet Home. 

“I’m telling Smokey’s story from my own point of view,” says Joslin. “I mix 62 years of consciousness about Smokey and fire prevention.”
For instance, he’ll show photos of a campfire started by kids that turned into a 350-acre wildfire in the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest in Nevada in 1964, where Joslin oversaw 500,000 acres. Joslin began his career there in a one-room ranger station in 1962. He helped Museum staff move the building here four years ago so that it could help in telling the story of America’s forests, their role in western American life and the policies that shaped the High Desert forests of today.

Joslin detailed how his time at the station shaped his personal conviction for caring for the land and serving people in his book, Toiyabe Patrol – Five U.S. Forest Service Summers East of the High Sierra in the 1960s.

Join Les after his 2pm talk for a tour of our restored 1938 High Desert Ranger Station.
Friday, August 24, 2012
Labor Day weekend happenings 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-V6oT7JrAhRk/UDfmyVfUuYI/AAAAAAAAAXY/0k9KEhpc2fI/s400/smokey+at+hdm+sign.jpg]

As much as we hate to write this, summer at the Museum is drawing to a close. The weather is still perfect - the best it's been all summer, in fact. But there's a nip in the air in the mornings foretelling what's to come.

In the meantime, there's a ton of activities still happening! We have Desert Dwellers shows with mammals and reptiles twice a day. Raptors of the Desert Sky is continuing daily and the birds are showing off what they've learned. Smokey Bear is here from 10 - 2 every day - come give him a hug and get your picture taken! We have Otter Talks, Bird Talks and Cat Talks throughout the day. And the Miller Family Ranch and Sawmill is buzzing with games, chores, gardening and chickens.

There's always something new to see and do at the High Desert Museum, and now is the perfect time to enjoy it. 
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