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To: State Directors
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Subject: Veteran Firefighter Participation at Prescribed Fire Training Center (PFTC)

DD: January 16, 2013

The PFTC in Tallahassee, Florida, has openings for firefighters to participate in Firefighter I
Trainee and Engine Boss Trainee sessions.

In 2012, several states recruited, hired, trained, and deployed crews primarily composed of
veterans. In addition, several states made a concerted effort to hire seasonal veterans. These
veterans successfully worked in both fuels reduction projects and wildfire suppression
operations. We want to build on the good start of these employees. Recognizing that most
veteran crew members and seasonals are seeking sustained employment and career opportunities,
the National Office will sponsor one member of a veteran crew or seasonal veteran at the PFTC
for firefighter and engine boss training.

The selected employee will gain experience toward fulfilling both the Firefighter | and Engine
Boss qualifications. The participant will, also, likely begin work on requirements for the Firing
Boss position. There are four available sessions in 2013, each three weeks in length. They begin
on February 3, March 3, March 31, and June 9. Payroll and travel costs (including travel cap),
will be provided by the fire and aviation directorate.

We encourage those of you who sponsored veteran crews or hired seasonal veterans to consider
top candidates to attend the PFTC training. Please send nominations to Dave Mueller, Fuels
Management Specialist at the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC), by January 16, 2013.
Nominations should include the employee’s name, supervisor, hosting unit, current National
Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) qualifications, and work experience, including military
duty. Also, please include a brief description of the nominee’s overall performance and potential
for a career in the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) fire and aviation program. We
understand this is asking for a response with little lead time, but we do not want this opportunity
to slip by.



This is a great opportunity to help strengthen BLM and also give a boost to the career of a
deserving veteran. Please direct any questions to Dave Mueller at 208-387-5151, or
dmueller@blm.gov. Thank you for your consideration and effort.
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