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To: State Directors

State Fire Management Officers
From: Assistant Director, Fire and Aviation
Subject: Wildland Fire Modules
Program Area: Fire and Aviation Management

Purpose: This instruction memorandum establishes Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
standards for wildland fire modules (WFMs).

Policy/Action: The BLM WFMs will meet standards identified in the Interagency Standards for
Wildland Fire Module Operations (PMS 430), available at www.nwcg.gov. In addition, BLM
WFMs will meet the following requirements:

All BLM WFMs will meet the standards for Type 1 WFMs identified in the Interagency
Standards for Wildland Fire Module Operations. Type 2 WFMs will not be formed,
sponsored, or statused in the Resource Ordering and Status System (ROSS) by BLM units.
Approval from the Assistant Director, Fire and Aviation is required prior to establishing
and/or statusing new Type 1 WFMs.

Any BLM unit may provide personnel to WFMs sponsored by another agency. All BLM
personnel must meet the standards outlined in the Interagency Standards for Wildland Fire
Module Operations, and the Interagency Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation Operations.
Units may utilize Type 1 and/or Type 2 WFMs for BLM incidents. Incident commanders
will order the appropriate resource to accomplish incident objectives.

Fire suppression modules and WFMs are separate and distinct resources. The BLM has
established standards for fire suppression modules in the Interagency Standards for Fire and
Fire Aviation Operations. Fire managers and incident commanders should order the
appropriate resource to accomplish incident objectives.


http://www.nifc.gov/
http://www.nwcg.gov/

Timeframe: Effective immediately.

Budget Impact: Because BLM WFMs are funded exclusively with hazardous fuels reduction
funding, significant impacts to fuels budgets may occur if new WFMs are established.

Background: Wildland fire modules, formerly known as fire use modules, provide technical
and ecological-based expertise in support of wildfire operations, and prescribed fire planning and
implementation.

The Interagency Standards for Wildland Fire Module Operations, PMS 430, replaces the
previous guide, Interagency Fire Use Module Operations Guide, PMS 317. The Interagency
Standards for Wildland Fire Module Operations provides standardized procedures and
expectations for WFMs specifically associated with the planning and implementation of planned
and unplanned wildland fire and hazardous fuels treatments. These standards will be used by
staff, supervisors, specialists, and technicians for planning, administering, and conducting WFM
operations. These standards are to be used as a measure of WFM typing, qualifications,
capabilities, and expected performance.

Manual/Handbook Sections Affected: Interagency Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation
Operations, chapter 13.

Coordination: This instruction memorandum has been coordinated with the Division of Fire
Operations, the Division of Fire Planning and Fuels Management, and the Division of Budget
and Evaluation.

Contact: Jeff Arnberger, Fire Management Specialist, (208) 387-5477, or David Mueller, Fuels
Management Specialist, (208) 387-5151.
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