
formance and fitness level. 
Eight programs participated 
this year.  Will any program 
challenge them in 2014? Ty 
Taber from the Rawlins pro-
gram had the high individual 
score of  370 points.  The fit-
ness challenge is designed to 
take each individuals score 
from the crew and average into 
one crew score.  The Alaska 
Fire Service (AFS) programs do 
not participate in the BLM EU 
Fitness Challenge.  AFS pro-
vides one manager for each of 
their helicopters, no crewmem-
bers are required. 

The BLM exclusive use helicop-
ter program had another great 
year of high production with no 
accidents or incidents with 
potential.   

The BLM EU fleet experienced 
a reduction of capabilities with 
the change in aircraft types 
from Type 2 helicopters in 
Burns, OR, Boise, ID and Twin 
Falls, ID to Type 3 helicopters.  
These historic type 2 programs 
experienced some challenges 
with these changes but dealt 
with them in the expected pro-
fessional manner. 

The Type 3 helicopter fleet saw 
a dramatic increase in capabili-
ties with the addition of 6 
AS350B3 helicopters in Boise, 
Ely, Las Vegas, Salt Lake City, 
Rifle and Rawlins. These are in 
addition to one AS350B3 in 
Alaska.  The AS350B3 helicop-
ters are the highest performing 
Type 3 helicopters that are in 
the market currently. 

 

On the personnel side of the 
program, most crews were able 
to meet the Red Book mini-
mum standards of crew size.  
This was accomplished with 
1,175 detailer days received.  
The high number of detailer 
days received could be evi-
dence of the challenges these 
programs are facing in main-
taining the minimum staffing 
requirements for EU programs. 

The personnel from these pro-
grams provided services in 23 
different IQCS job codes to 8 
different agencies ranging from 
Helicopter Manager (HMGB) to 
Heavy Equipment Boss (HEQB), 
see attached graphic on page 
4. 

The Ely Helitack program once 
again won the BLM EU Helitack 
Fitness Challenge for the third 
straight year.  Congratulations 
to Ely for their remarkable per-

BLM Helitack, another productive and safe season 

BLM Helitack Committee 

The BLM Helitack Committee, 
chartered by the Fire Opera-
tions Group (FOG), is comprised 
on one state elected repre-
sentative from a helitack pro-
gram in that state.  They are 
chartered to provide national 
leadership in all areas of BLM 
Helitack operations.  Promote 
and coordinate safe, effective 
and efficient fire operations in 
order to accomplish Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) fire 
management objectives.   This 
will be done in collaboration 
with and under the direction of 

the BLM Fire Operations Group 
in coordination with the BLM 
National Helicopter Program 
Manager. Current tasking's 
include Emergency Helicopter 
Extraction recommendations to 
the FOG.  Members of this com-
mittee are also key personnel 
in standing up the BLM Rope 
Assisted Delivery System 
(RADS) evaluation program.  
Justin Jager is the new commit-
tee chair taking over for Joe 
Rogan.  Thanks to Joe for the 
excellent work these past two 
years. 

2013 Bureau of Land Management Exclusive Use 
Helicopter Program 

Highlights of the 2013 
season 

 4,691 flight hours 

 2.2 million gallons 
suppressants 
delivered 

 17,544 passen-
gers transported 

 1.4 million 
pounds of cargo 
delivered 

 533 initial attacks 

 19 Medevac 
transports 

 0 accidents or 
Incidents With 
Potential (IWP) 

DOI BLM Fire and Aviation Directorate 12/06/2013 
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Some succeed 

because they 

are destined 

to, but most 

succeed 

because they 

are 

determined to.

—Unknown 

Normal Availability Days 

Contract Extension Days 

Daily Availability / per day all AC 

Flight Rate / per flight hour all AC 

Total Revenue hours Flown 

Flight Hours for Fire 

Flight Hours for Other 

Flight Hours Flown On Zone 

Flight Hours Flown Off Zone 

Number of IA 

% IA Supported with Bucket 

# Extended AƩacks 

# Days Helo on Extended aƩack 

#	of	PAX	
# of Gallons Delivered 

Pounds Internal Cargo 

Pounds External Cargo 

L‐48 Totals  L‐48 Average  AFS Total 

1,739  97  540 

110  6  122 

$53,823  $2,990  $26,370 

$20,754  $1,153  $6,893 

3,248  180  1,443 

3,098  172  1,284 

150  8  159 

1,335  74  516 

1,941  108  927 

504  28  29 

63%  63%  73% 

201  11  65 

727  40  380 

13123  729  4421 

1,633,250  90,736  634,376 

742,818  41,268  573,095 

673,316  37,406  448,166 

2013 Total 

2,279 

232 

$80,193 

$27,647 

4,691 

4,383 

308 

1,851 

2,868 

533 

68% 

266 

1,107 

17,544 

2,267,626 

1,315,913 

1,121,482 

Exclusive Use Helicopter staƟsƟcs for the 2013 fire season 

5093 5052
5221

5494

4965

4124
4402

4064

5375

4691
30

28

25
24 23 23 23 23 23

23

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

BLM Exclusive Use Helicopter Fleet & Flight Times

FT

# AC



 

2013 Bureau of Land Management Exclusive Use Helicopter Program Page 3 

1558.4

1204.3

1079.5

14.1 18.7

399.3

72.6

0

16 11.1

0 0

4.8

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

1800

On
District

BLM

Off
District

BLM

USFS FWS BIA State NPS DOD Private County DOE City Other

BLM EU Helicopter Flight Time by Agency 2013

Other

Total FT

On District BLM, 99,452

Off District BLM, 129,085

USFS, 93,077

State, 55,928

NPS, 8,010
Private, 8,653

BLM EU Helicopter Total Gallons Suppressants Delivered 
by Agency

On District BLM

Off District BLM

USFS

State

NPS
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Bureau of Land Management  

NaƟonal AviaƟon Office 

NaƟonal Interagency Fire Center 

3833 S. Development Ave. 

Boise, ID 83705 

2013 BLM EU Helitack Crew Fitness Scores 
State Crew # Personnel Avg Score Best Score Name Ranking 

AK             

AZ St. George           

  Weaver Mtn 
7 191 282 

Glenn 
McMaster 

8 

CA Apple Valley           

  Ravendale           

CO Rifle 6 233 280 Brad Snyder 6 

ID Boise 12 245 312 Eric Tilden 4 

  Twin Falls           

MT Miles City           

  Lewistown           

NV Elko 9 263 362 Jed Johns 2 

  Ely 9 297 353 Dan Braden 1 

  Las Vegas 5 241 276 Lucas Rhea 5 

OR Burns           

  Lakeview           

  Vale           

UT Moab           

  Salt Lake 7 252 292 Travis Wade 3 

WY Rawlins 6 194 370 Tye Taber 7 
Average Score   240       

2013 Bureau of Land Management Exclusive Use Helicopter Program Page 5 

Ely Helitack 2013 
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