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Interagency Aerial Ignition Unit

Date: February 20, 2015

Mr. Vince Welbaum
Interagency Helicopter Operations Steering Committee Chair
USDA Forest Service, National Interagency Fire Center
3833 South Development Ave.
Boise, ID 83705

Mr. Welbaum:

As the Chair of the Interagency Aerial Ignition Unit, I am recommending approval of the US Forest Service Helitorch M-2015 designed by the Missoula Technology and Development Center (MTDC) to be used as an aerial ignition device for wildland and prescribed fires.  The Forest Service M-2015 Helitorch has been successfully flight tested several times between April 2010 and May 2012, with continued use through 2014.

It is our recommendation to the Interagency Helicopter Operations Steering Committee that the Forest Service M-2015 Helitorch be approved for purchase and use by all agencies using the Interagency Aerial Ignition Guide, with the following stipulations:

1. The Forest Service M-2015 Helitorch may be built by a manufacturer of the local unit’s choosing, but welds must be completed by a certified welder.  Welds shall not be painted before technical inspection described below.
2. Technical drawings (MTDC-1102) and the operations manual will be obtained through MTDC.
3. A technical review of the completed helitorch will be performed by the MTDC ignition specialist or their assigned representative prior to local acceptance from the manufacturer.  This review will inspect for quality craftsmanship and adherence to technical specifications.
4. The local unit and MTDC acceptance of the manufactured helitorch will be documented by signature.  The acceptance signature page must remain with the helitorch as proof of inspection.
5. A serial number will be assigned to each Forest Service M-2015 helitorch at the time of acceptance.  The serial number will be attached to the helitorch and recorded on the acceptance signature page.

We feel these steps are necessary to help ensure that quality control is maintained.

All members of the unit and subunits were polled for their views on approval of the Forest Service M-2015 Helitorch and no negative responses were received.

If you have any further questions, comments, or additions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
Cory Waters
Interagency Aerial Ignition Unit Chair
Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge
252-475-0102
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