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Appendix R 
 

Rights-of-Way and Renewable Energy Avoidance or 

Exclusion Areas by Alternative 
 

 
  

Analysis 

Area 

Alternative A 

(Current 

Management) 

 
 

Alternative B 

 
 

Alternative C 

Alternative D 

(Proposed 

Action)  

Alternative)  

Streams, floodplains, water 

bodies, wetlands, reservoirs 

& riparian areas 

  
Open 

 
Avoidance 

 
Exclusion 

Avoidance – 

All types of 

ROWs 

Sensitive soils (includes slopes 

over 25%). 

  
Open 

 
Avoidance 

 
Exclusion 

Avoidance - 

All types of 

ROWs 

  Badland and rock  

   outcrops 

 
Open Open Open Avoidance 

– All types 

of ROWs 

 

Fisheries reservoirs with 

fisheries 

 

0.25 mi. 

buffer 

 
Open 

 
Avoidance 

 
Exclusion 

Avoidance - 

All types of 

ROWs 

   

  Pallid and shovel-nosed    

  sturgeon 

 

0.25 mi. 

buffer 

 

Open 

 

Open 

 

Open 

Avoidance 

– All types 

of ROWs 

 
Bighorn sheep habitat 

  
Open 

 
Avoidance 

 
Exclusion 

Avoidance - 

All types of 

ROWs 

 
Big game wintering areas 

  
Open 

 
Avoidance 

 
Exclusion 

Avoidance – 

All Types of 

ROWS 

   

  Prairie dog colonies 

 Open Open Open Avoidance 

– All types 

of ROWs 

   

  Black-footed ferret 

 Open Open Open Exclusion  

– All types 

of ROWs 
 

 
 

Greater sage-grouse wintering 

areas 

  
 

 
Open 

 
 

 
Avoidance 

 
 

 
Exclusion 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs. 

Avoidance - 

Other types of 

ROWs 
 

 
Sharp-tailed grouse/greater 

prairie-chicken brood 

rearing/nesting areas 

 

2 mi. 

buffer 

 
Open 

 
Avoidance 

 
--- 

Avoidance - 

All types of 

ROWs 

3 mi. 

buffer 

 

--- 
 

--- 
 

Exclusion 
 

--- 

 

 

 



Appendix R South Dakota Proposed RMP/Final EIS 
 

 

  
Analysis 

Area 

Alternative A 

(Current 

Management) 

 
 

Alternative B 

 
 

Alternative C 

Alternative D 

(Proposed 

Action) 

Interior least tern & 

piping plover 

  0.25 mi.   

  from 

  habitat 

 
Open 

 
Avoidance 

 
  Exclusion 

Avoidance-  

All types of 

ROWs 

 

 
 
 
 

Peregrine falcon aerie 

 

 
 

0.5 mi. 

buffer 

 
 

 
Open 

 
 

 
Avoidance 

 
 

 
--- 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

1.0 mi. 

buffer 

 

--- 
 

-- 
Exclusion  

--- 

 

 
 
 
 

Bald eagle nests 

0.25 mi. 

buffer 

 

Open 
 

Avoidance 
 

--- 
 

--- 

 

 
 

0.5 mi. 

buffer 

 
 
 

---- 

 
 
 

-- 

 
 
 

Exclusion 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 
 

 
 
 
 

Raptor nests 

(Does not include bald eagles 

& peregrine falcons) 

 
 
 

0.25 mi 

 
 
 

Open 

 
 
 

Avoidance 

 
 
 

--- 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

0.5 mi. 

buffer 

 

--- 
 

-- 
 

Exclusion 
 

--- 

 

 
 
 
 

Greater sage-grouse PHMAs 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
No similar 

action 

 
 

 
Avoidance 

 
 

    Exclusion 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 
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Analysis Area 

Alternative 

A (Current 

Managemen

t) 

 

 
Alternative B 

 

 
Alternative C 

Alternative D 

(Proposed 

Action) 

  Greater sage-grouse leks in 

  GHMAs  
0.50 mi. 

buffer 

 

--- 

 

Avoidance 
 

--- 
 

--- 

 
1.0 mi 

buffer 

 
 

 
--

- 

 
 

 
--- 

 
 

 
Exclusion 

 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

2.0 mi 

buffer 

(Minor 

ROWs 

only) 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs  

 

 
Greater sage-grouse brood 

rearing/nesting habitat outside 

of PHMAs (in GHMAs) 

2 mi. 

buffer 

 
--- 

 
--- 

 
--- 

Avoidance –  
All types of 

ROWs 
 

3 mi. 

buffer 

 

Ope

n 

 

Avoidance 
 

--- 
 

--- 

 

4 mi. 

buffer 

 
--

- 

 
--- 

 
Exclusion 

 

--- 

 Greater sage-grouse general    

  Habitat (GHMAs) 

  Entire GH 

  area 
--- --- --- Avoidance 

for  

renewable 

energy 

ROWs.  

Open for 

other 

ROWs 

except  

leks, brood 

rearing & 

nesting 

habitat as 

described 

above.  
  Sprague’s pipit  Sprague’s  

 Pipit habitat 

  

Open  Open  Open  Avoidance 

– All types 

of ROWs 

  Colonial nesting water birds 

   

¼ mi. of 

nesting 

colonies 

Open  Open  Open  Exclusion  

-All types 

       of ROWS 
½  mi. of 

nesting 

colonies 

Open  Open  Open  Exclusion 

Renewable

Energy 

ROWs.  

Avoidance 

for other 

ROWs 
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4  ROW and Renewable Energy Avoidance or Exclusion Areas 

  
Analysis 

Area 

Alternative A 

(Current 
Management) 

 

 
Alternative B 

 

 
Alternative C 

Alternative D 

(Proposed 

Action) 

 
 
 

VRM 

 
 
 

Class 2 

 
 
 

Ope

n 

 
 
 

Avoidance 

 
 
 

Exclusion 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

 

Fort Meade ACEC outside the 

ROW corridor 

  
Exclusion 

 
Avoidance 

 
Exclusion 

Exclusion - 

All types of 

ROWs 

 
Fossil Cycad ACEC 

  
Ope

n 

 
Avoidance 

 
Exclusion 

Exclusion - 

All types of 

ROWs 

   

   

 

  National Register  

  Historic Trails 

 

 

½ mile buffer 

from 

Missouri 

River 

Corridor 

 

 

Open 

 

 

Open 

 

 

Open 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exclusion– 

Renewable 

Energy  

 

 

  for 

Renewable 

Energy 

ROWS 

Avoidance 

other types 

of ROWs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

Fort Meade SRMA buffer only 

(Fort Meade ACEC addresses 

the interior area) 

 

 
 

½ mile 

buffer 

 
 
 

--

- 

 
 
 

Avoidance 

 
 
 

--- 

Exclusion – 

All types of 

ROWs 

 

1 mile 

buffer 

 

-- 
 

--- 
 

Exclusion 
 

--- 

 
 
 
 

Exemption Area SRMA and 

SRMA buffer 

 

 
 

½ mile 

buffer 

 
 

 
--

- 

 
 

 
Avoidance 

 
 

 
--- 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

1 mile 

buffer 

 

--

- 

 

--- 
 

Exclusion 
 

--- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


