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DECISION RECORD  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA) # MT-B010-2013-0017-EA 
Chamberlain-Wales Resource Management Projects 

 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Missoula Field 
Office, has reviewed the EA and Addendum for the proposed pre-commercial thinning 
which was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  
The proposal and an alternative were developed and reviewed by an interdisciplinary 
team.  The current decisions are being made based on the May 6, 2014 version of the EA 
as amended by the attached Addendum.   
 

DECISION 
 
It is my decision to implement the pre-commercial thinning portion of the Proposed 
Actions as stated in the EA and amended by the attached Addendum.  This decision is in 
conformance with the Record of Decision for the Garnet Resource Area Resource 
Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement (1986), as amended, and is 
contingent upon meeting all stipulations, mitigations, and project design features as listed 
in the EA and Addendum.  All relevant design features to the pre-commercial thinning 
action as stated in the EA and Decision of May 8, 2014 are retained in this decision. 
 
Circumstances requiring the action:  Up to 146 acres of pre-commercial thinning 
would occur in a ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir conifer type in treatment unit T1.  Improved 
forest resiliency, diversity and health would occur through treatments by shifting tree 
species composition, density and arrangement to fall within the desired historic range of 
variation (HRV).  Pre-commercial thinning would not occur in Canada lynx forage 
habitat, denning habitat, or critical habitat. 
 
DECISION RATIONALE 
 
The Proposed Action and the No Action alternatives were analyzed in the EA.  The No 
Action alternative was not selected because under this alternative higher tree densities 
would result in increased wildfire intensity or large insect and disease outbreaks.  In 
overstocked stands, stand vigor would decline.  The risk of stress-induced insect and 
disease damage in response to increasingly higher tree densities and competition would 
ultimately predispose stands to higher risk of crown fire.  Alteration of historic fire 
regimes may occur in the coming decades under all forest cover types.  These effects are 
described in detail in Section 4.2.1 of the EA.  
 
The Proposed Action was selected because it will accomplish the following. 
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 Reduce competition and increase tree vigor by reducing average conifer overstory 
canopy coverage by approximately 50%, through variable spacing between 6 and 
24 feet; 

 
 Develop mixed species stands, where possible, composed of the best trees 

selected for growth, form, and disease and insect resistance characteristics; 
 

 Promote seral tree species such as ponderosa pine, quaking aspen, black 
cottonwood and western larch, where applicable and possible; 

 
 Maintain and restore, where possible, key wildlife habitat elements such as snags, 

large down logs and quantity and quality of browse and forage species (i.e. 
serviceberry, fescues, etc.); 

 
 Reduce infections of diseases such as dwarf mistletoe within the conifers; 

 
 Reduce hazardous fuels in the long term (greater than 10 years). 

 

These effects to vegetation communities are described in detail in Section 4.3.1 of the 
EA, and the associated effects on wildlife habitats and species are described in Section 
4.3.2.  
  
Design features listed in Section 2.3 of the EA would prevent or minimize other adverse 
effects to wildlife.    
 
Consultation with USFWS is not required since the action would take place outside of 
lynx habitat. 

 
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
An initial Proposed Action was publicly scoped for 30 days in the spring of 2013.  The 
Environmental Assessment and Draft unsigned FONSI were mailed to 134 recipients and 
a 30-day comment period was initiated on November 20, 2013.  Five responses were 
received with comments pertinent to the projects that are the subject of this decision.  The 
majority of comments pertained to effects on wildlife and habitat.  Other comments were 
related to fire management, timber harvest volume and economics, temporary road 
obliteration, recreation, and the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail.  Substantive 
comments were addressed with BLM responses included as Appendix D in the EA.   
 
Consultation was also conducted with the Tribal Preservation Department of the 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes.  Under Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act, the BLM consulted with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on the effects of 
all activities described in the Proposed Action of the EA.  The USFWS concurred with 
BLM effects determinations of “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” grizzly bears, 
Canada lynx, and Canada lynx critical habitat in a memorandum to the Missoula Field 
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Office dated December 20, 2013. 
 
The Decision Record dated May 6, 2014 was protested on May 22, 2014 by Alliance for 
the Wild Rockies and Native Ecosystems Council.  BLM denied the protest on June 16, 
2014.   The same parties filed a Notice of Appeal and Petition for Stay on July 14, 2014 
and a Statement of Reasons on August 11, 2013 pertaining to the pre-commercial 
thinning treatments.  The BLM denied the Petition for Stay on July 25, 2014.  On August 
21, 2014, while the BLM was preparing an appeal response, the BLM discovered an error 
that was made with regard to lynx habitat interpretation.  On September 8, 2014 the BLM 
filed a motion with the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) to vacate and remand the 
pre-commercial thinning decision for further review.  The IBLA remanded the pre-
commercial thinning portion of the decision back to the BLM for further action on 
September 10, 2014.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES 
 
The Decision for pre-commercial thinning unit T1 is a protestable decision.   For the 
purposes of protest on pre-commercial thinning treatments, the effective date of this 
decision is December 9, 2014, and the associated deadline is close of business December 
24, 2014.   
 
As interpreted by the BLM, the regulations do not authorize the acceptance of protests in 
any form other than a written and signed hardcopy delivered to the physical address of 
this office.  Protests shall be filed with the authorized officer and shall contain a 
statement of reasons for protesting the decision.  Electronic mail or facsimile protests will 
not be accepted.   
 
The EA and supporting documentation are available for review at the BLM, Missoula 
Field Office at 3255 Fort Missoula Road, Missoula, Montana, and on the Missoula Field 
Office website at http://www.blm.gov/mt/st/en/fo/missoula field office.html. 
 
MONITORING 

 

The BLM will ensure all project design and implementation work conforms with the 
treatments and design features described in this Decision Record. 
   
TIMING OF IMPLEMENTATION 
 

Implementation of this decision is contingent on funds being available.  Project work will 
begin in the spring or of 2015. 
 
 
_____//SIGNED//______________________      ________________ 
Joseph L. Ashor   Date 
Field Manager 
Missoula Field Office, Missoula, Montana 


