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Decision: 
It is my decision to deny the application to amend Special Recreation Permit (SRP) MT093-15
15 to expand the operating area to include the East Butte ofthe Sweet Grass Hills. 

Rationale for the Decision: 
My decision is based on careful review of the information and analysis presented in 
Environmental Assessment# DOI-BLM MT-M030-2013-0020-EA. I also reviewed and 
considered BLM resource specialists' internal scoping responses and comments received during 
public scoping. 

Issuing an SRP is a discretionary action. In accordance with 43 CFR 2932.26, applications for an 
SRP may be denied based upon factors such as non-compliance with land use plans or 
designations; public health and safety concerns; conflicts with other uses; resource protections; 
the public interest served; the applicant' s past performance; and, such other information that 
BLM finds appropriate. I am denying this application based on the following factors: 

Resource protection - it would be very difficult, if not impossible for BLM to fulfill its 
requirement to monitor for conformance to the SRP policy and stipulations within this isolated, 
nonmotorized parcel ofpublic lands. The high level of use by non-guided hunters and other 
recreationists concentrated within this small area would also make it difficult to determine 
whether any resource damage was associated with use of the SRP. 

The public interest served - Recreation within the Sweet Grass Hills is managed to provide a 
semi-primitive nonmotorized experience. Visitors expect a high degree of interaction with 
nature and to have at least a moderate challenge and risk while utilizing their outdoor 
skills.Comments received from the public did not identify the need or desire for commercially 
guided big-game hunts in the East Butte of the Sweet Grass Hills. The ELM-administered lands 
in East Butte are adjacent to the Sweet Grass Hills Block Management Area (BMA) 
administered by Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks, Region 4, since 1996. The BMA program 
provides additional public access to the East Butte area from the surrounding state and private 
lands. Approximately 1,000 hunter days were attributed to the East Butte area ofthe BMA in 
2012. 



The ELM-administered lands in the East Butte area encompass approximately 4300 acres. The 
addition of commercial hunting in this relatively small area would likely lead to conflicts with 
non-commercial hunters utilizing the same area. 

Authorities: 
43 CFR, Part 8372.3 Issuance ofpermits: 
The approval ofan application and subsequent issuance ofa special recreation permit is 
discretionary with the authorized officer. 

43 CFR, Part 2932.26 How will BLM decide whether to issue a Special Recreation Permit?: 
BLM has discretion over whether to issue a Special Recreation Permit. 

Plan Conformance and Consistency: 
This decision is consistent with the West HiLine Resource Management Plan (RMP) approved in 
1988. 

A Finding ofNo Significant Impact (FONSI) was prepared for the EA and determined that the 
proposed action will not have significant effects on the quality of the human environment or 
cause unnecessary or undue degradation of the natural environment. 

Public Involvement: 
A notice of availability regarding this EA was posted on the Havre Field Office NEPA log 
available online @ 
http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blm/mt/blm information/nepa logs/2013.Par.7710.File.dat/H 
FO.pdfon June 19, 2013. A press release initiating public scoping regarding the application for 
an SRP in the East Butte portion of the Sweet Grass Hills was sent to the Great Falls Tribune, 
Havre Daily News, and the Liberty County Times on July 19, 2013. A second press release 
announcing the availability of the EA and the Decision Record was sent to the same local 
newspapers in November, 2013. 

Administrative Remedies: 
If you believe that you have been affected adversely by this decision, or that you believe the 
decision is incorrect, you may have the right to appeal this decision. 

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA), in accordance with 
the regulations contained in 43 CFR, Part 4, and the enclosed form 1842-1. If an appeal is taken, 
your notice ofappeal must be filed with the Havre Field Manager, Bureau of Land Management, 
3990 Highway 2 West, Havre, MT 59501, within 30 days of receipt ofthis decision. The 
appellant has the burden of showing that the decision appealed is in error. 

In addition, within 30 days of receipt of this decision, the appellant has the right to file a petition 
for stay (suspension) ofdecision together with the appeal in accordance with the regulations at 
43 CFR4.21. 

Copies of the notice of appeal and petition for stay must be submitted to each party named in this 
decision and to the Board of Appeals and to the appropriate Office of the Solicitor, at the same 
time the original documents are filed with this office. If you request a stay, you have the burden 
of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted. 

http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blm/mt/blm


A petition for stay of the decision pending appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the 
following four standards: 

(1) The relative harm to the parties ifthe stay is granted or denied, 
(2) The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits, 
(3) The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and 
(4) Whether the public interest favors granting the stay. 
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