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INTRODUCTION

This Wildlife Monitoring and Protection Plan (WMPP) was prepared inconjunction with the Statewide Oil andGas
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) (BLM2001 Montana DEIS) andAmendment ofthe Powder River and
Billings Resource Management Plans (RMPs). The DEIS and Amendment addresses future exploration for and
development ofBureau ofLand Management (BLM) and state ofMontana (state) managed coalbed methane gas (CBM)
resources and conventional oil and gas resources. The planning area excludes those lands administered bythe Forest
Service, the Crow, Northern Cheyenne, and other Indian lands. The WMPP will beimplemented on federal lands,
including split estate, incooperation with state agencies, federal agencies, tribal representatives. Operators, and
landowners. Ifowners and managers ofstate and private mineral development are willing to incorporate this guidance
into management oftheir CBM activities, they may become a partner by entering into a Cooperative Agreement.

Avariety ofplanning issues related towildlife were identified during preparation ofthe DEIS. The goal ofthe WMPP is
to avoid orminimize impacts to wildlife and serve as acommunication tool to foster cooperative relationships among the
CBM and conventional Oil and Gas industry (i.e.. Operators), resource management agencies, landowners and adjacent
Tribal Governments. Because this plan addresses a large geographic area composed ofdiverse wildlife habitats and
unique situations, it must beprogrammatic innature. However, the need toprovide management recommendations and
guidance toconserve species and habitats remains. Regional orsite specific monitoring and protection plans which
follow the guidance provided inthis programmatic document will berequired as part ofeach CBM Project Plan.
Implementation of this plan during thecourse ofproject development and operations should promote wildlife
conservation and allow land managers and project personnel tomaintain wildlife populations and productivity levels
simultaneously with the development of naturaloil and gas resources.

PLAN PURPOSE

Oil and gas leasing decisions and lease stipulations were previously analyzed inthe Bureau ofLand Management (BLM)
1992 FinalOilandGas RMP/EIS Amendment (BLM 1992). Wildlife stipulations attached to leases offer protective
measures: 1)forcertain species, 2) during a particular timeperiod, or 3) within a specific area. These stipulations may
notaddress other concerns related to special status species or water/habitat related issues caused bydirect and indirect
impacts from CBM exploration and development. Because it is purely speculative to predict how all wildlife will react
or how development will proceed, it isdifficult todevelop prescriptive mitigation standards across the entire planning
area. Even though BLM has some adaptive management strategies inplace (e.g., conditions ofapproval and compliance
inspections), these mechanisms donot give us the information necessary to understand cause and effect relationships
across a landscape. Therefore, thepurpose of this Planis to acquire baseline wildlife information, monitor populations,
andassess stipulations foreffectiveness. TheWMPP will facilitate ourability to pinpoint problems (including the
evaluation of othercontributing factors), design Project Plans which include conservation fordeclining species, monitor
theeffectiveness of decisions, andmake recommendations to adjust management to address specific situations.

AREA AND OBJECTIVES

The WMPP document is the framework for wildlife monitoring and protection across the Powder River and Billings
Resource Management Planareas(approximately 6.5 million acres) andprovides a template forregional and/or project
specific WMPP development. The BLM,Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks(MFWP), and UnitedStatesFishand
Wildlife Service (FWS) will enterinto a Cooperative Agreement to work cooperatively to implement portions of the
WMPPover the planning area. Specific geographic areas will be delineated as Regional Monitoring Units(RMU). As
energydevelopment begins, RMUspecific WMPPs, following the same template as this document, will be writtenin
cooperation with otheragencies. Operators, landowners and other interests. Theobjectives of the program are to:
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Establish a framework for cooperation among agencies, Operators, landowners. Tribal Governments and
interest groups;
Provide aprocess for data collection, data management and reporting ;
Determine needs for inventory, monitoring and protection measures;
Provide guidance and recommendations for the conservation ofwildlife species;
Establish protocols for biological clearances ofSpecial Status Species;
Meet the terms and conditions ofthe Biological Opinion;
Determine ifmanagement practices to conserve wildlife species and habitat in lease stipulations and
conservation measures contained in the BLM Record ofDecision, CBM Project Plans or Oil and Gas APDs are
meeting specified objectives;

• Develop recommendations to adjust management actions based on field observations and monitoring.

Implementation ofthe WMPP will begin with the issuance ofthe RecordofDecision and will remain in effect for the life
ofthe project (approximately 25 years). Guidance for the conservation ofspecial status species will be incorporated into
the Project Plan ofDevelopment Preparation Guide." Signatories on an Interagency Cooperative Agreement will serve
as the ''Steering Committee. " A"Core Team "(i.e., agency biologists) will oversee the implementation ofthe
pro^mmatic elements of the WMPP. As energy development is initiated in an identified RMU, Wildlife Monitoring
Review Teams (i.e., RMU Team) consisting ofresource specialists from the BLM, FWS, MFWP and applicable
Operator funded biologists will write area-specific monitoring and protection plans. Resource specialists may serve as
members on more than one RMU project area team. Individual RMU plans may be terminated at the end ofany year
when there is undeniable evidence illustrating that wildlife populations and productivity have been successfully
maintained. The BLM Authorized Officer (AO) would base termination on recommendations from the RMU Team.

The programmatic template will undergo amajor review for effectiveness every 5years, or as determined by the Core
Team and Rm Team members. Acooperative agreement among cooperators will be signed on an annual basis to
include specific work components ofthe current year's work.

IMPLEMENTATION PROTOCOL

This section provides preliminary wildlife inventory, monitoring, and protection protocol. Required actions for
inventory, monitoring and protection vary by species and development intensity. In areas ofdevelopment with >4well
locations per section, additional actions in Table 3become applicable. Standard protocol for Application for Permit to
Dnll (APD) and right-of-way (ROW) application field reviews are provided in Table 2. Alternative measures and
protocols wll be developed as determined by Core Team and RMU Team members in response to specific needs
identified in annual reports. This document provides methods for anumber ofwildlife species/categories. Additional
species/categories may be added based on needs identified in annual wildlife reports. The wildlife species/categories for
which specific inventory, monitoring, and protection procedures will be applied were developed based on input provided
by the public, other agencies, and the BLM during preparation ofthe DEIS.

Considerable efforts will be required by agency and operator personnel for plan implementation. Many ofthe annually
proposed agency data collection activities are consistent with current agency activities. Additionally, agency cost-
sharing approaches will be considered such that public demands and statutory directives are achieved.

ANNUAL REPORTS AND MEETINGS

State and federal agencies will enter into amaster Cooperative Agreement to implement the programmatic elements of
mventory, monitoring and protection actions associated with CBM development in the Powder River and Billings
Resource Management Plan areas. ACore Team will oversee implementation across the planning area and summarize
information fi"om work achieved in various RMUs. Additional cooperative agreements with cooperators will be
establishedas activity is initiated in a RMU.
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During project development (i.e., 25years), Operators will provide an updated inventory and description ofallexisting
project features (i.e., location, size, and associated level ofhuman activity ateach feature), aswell as those tentatively
proposed fordevelopment during the next 12 months. Operators should submit the inventory to BLM no laterthan
October 15 ofeach calendar year. These data will becoupled with annual wildlife inventory, monitoring, andprotection
dataobtained for theprevious yearand included inannual reports. Annual reports will be prepared bytheBLM. Annual
wildlife inventory, monitoring, and protection data gathered byparties other than the BLM, (e.g., Operators, MFWP)
should provide thedata totheBLM byOctober 15 ofeach calendar year. Upon receipt of these data, annual reports will
be completed in draft form by theBLM andsubmitted to theOperators, USFWS, MFWP, andotherinterested parties no
laterthanNovember 15 ofeachyear. A 1-daymeeting of theRMU Teams andCore Team willbe organized by the
BLMand held in earlyDecember of eachyear to discuss and modify, as necessary, proposed wildlife inventory,
monitoring, and protection protocolfor the subsequent year. Additional meetings specific to a RMU willbe scheduled
as necessary.

Discussions regarding annual Operator-specific financing and personnel requirements willbe made at these meetings. A
formula for determining theserequirements willbe developed at the firstyear's meeting (i.e., sizeof development,
anticipated impacts,amountofpublic land, etc.). A protocol regarding how to accommodate previouslyunidentified
development sites will alsobe determined duringthe annual meeting. Finaldecisions will be madeby the BLMbased
on the input ofall affected parties.

A final annual report will be issued by BLM to all potentially affected individualsand groups by early Februaryofeach
year. Annual reports will summarize annual wildlife inventory and monitoringresults, note any trends across years,
identifyand assess protection measures implementedduring past years, specify monitoringand protection measures
proposed for the upcomingyear, and recommendmodificationsto the existing WMPP based on the effectivenessand/or
ineffectiveness of past years (i.e., identification of additional species/categories to be monitored). Where possible, data
presented in reports will be used to identifypotential correlationsbetween developmentand wildlife productivityand/or
abundance. The BLM will be the custodian of the data and stored in BLM's GeographicInformation System(CIS) for
retrieval, and planning. Annual CIS data updates will be conducted. Raw data collected each year will be provided to
other managementagencies (e.g., USFWS, MFWP) at the request of these agencies. In addition, sources of potential
disturbanceto wildlife will be identified, where practical (e.g., developmentactivities, weather conditions,etc.).

Additional reports may be prepared in any year, as necessary, to comply with other relevant wildlife laws, rules, and
regulations (e.g., black-footed ferret survey reports, mountain plover and bald eagle habitat loss reports).

ANNUAL INVENTORY AND MONITORING

This document outlines the inventory and monitoring protocol for a number of selected wildlife species/categories.
Protocol will be unchanged except as authorized by the BLM or specified in this plan. Additional wildlife
species/categories and associated surveys may be added or wildlife species/categories and surveys may be omitted in
future years, depending on the results presented in the coordinated review ofannual wildlife reports. The MFWP
will be contacted during the coordination of survey and other data acquisition phases. Opportunistic wildlife
observations may be made throughout the year by agency and Operator personnel.

The frequency of inventory and monitoring will be dependent upon the level of development. In general, inventory and
monitoring frequency will increase with increased levels of development. The level ofeffort should also be determined
by species presence and development projection. Inventory and monitoring results may lead to further currently
unidentifiable studies (i.e., cause and effect). The following sections identify the level ofeffort required by the WMPP.
Site and species-specific surveys will continue to be conducted in association with APD and ROW application or CBM
project field reviews.

Raptors (Including Bald Eagle and Burrowing Owl)

Raptor inventories will be conducted over the entire CBM project area every 5 years by BLM and MFWP. In potentially
affected areas, baseline inventory should be conducted prior to the commencement ofdevelopment to determine the
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location of raptornests/territories and their activitystatus by the BLM,withOperatorfinancial assistance. These
inventories should be repeated every 5 years (in areas with < 4 well locations/section) thereafter for the Life-of-the-
Project(LOP) to monitortrends in habitatuse. Thesesurveys maybe implemented aerially(e.g.,via helicopter) or from
the ground. Operatorsmayprovide financial assistancefor somework. Data collectedduringthe surveyswill be
recorded on BLM approved data sheets and entered into the BLM GIS database.

Nestproductivity monitoring will be conducted by the BLMor a BLMapproved biologist. Activenests locatedwithin 1
mile of project-related disturbance areas will be monitored between March 1 and mid-July to determine nestingsuccess
(i.e., number of nestlings/fledglings per nest). Thesesurveys generally will be conducted fromthe ground. However,
some nests may be difficult to observe fi"om the ground due to steep and rugged topography and may require aerial
surveys. Operators may provide financial assistance for aircraft rental as necessary. Attempts will be made to determine
the cause of any documentednest failure (e.g., abandonment, predation).

Additional raptornest activity and productivity monitoring measures will be appliedin areaswithhigh levelsof
development (i.e., areas with > 4 well locations/section) on and within 1 mileof the projectarea. Inventory/monitoring
efforts in theseareas,as well as selected undeveloped reference areas will be conducted annually duringApril andMay,
followed by nest productivity monitoring. Site and species-specificnest inventories will also continue to be conducted
as necessary in association with all APD and ROW application field reviews.

All raptornest/productivity surveyswill be conductedusing procedures that minimize potential adverseeffects to nesting
raptors. Specific surveyprotocol for reducing detrimental effects are listed in Grier and Fyfe (1987) and Call (1978) and
include the following:

• Nestvisitswill be delayedforas longas possible during the nestingseason.
• Nests will be approachedcautiously,and their status (i.e., number ofnestling/fledglings) will be determined

from a distance with binoculars or a spotting scope.
• Nests will be approachedtangentiallyand in an obvious manner to avoid startling adults.
• Nests will not be visited during adverse weather conditions (e.g., extreme cold, precipitationevents, windy

periods, or during the hottest part of the day).
• Visits will be kept as briefas possible.
• All inventories will be coordinated by the BLM.
• The number of nest visits in any year will be kept to a minimum.

Ferruginous Hawk: Timing of surveys is very important in documentingthe territory, occupancy,success and
productivity of ferruginous hawkpopulations. The acceptedsurveyand monitoring guidelines for ferruginous hawkare
taken from the Survey and Monitoring Guidelinesfor Ferruginous Hawks in Montana. 1995.

Bald Eagle: Inventoryand monitoringprotocol for the bald eagle will be as described for raptors, with the following
additions. Operatorswill indicate the presenceof eagle habitatas previously defined,on their application. Prior to CBM
developmentor construction,surveys of the wooded riparian corridorswithin 1.0 mile of a project area will be conducted
in the winter and/or spring by biologists and/or BLM-approvedbiologists to determine the occurrenceofwinter bald
eagle roosts. Surveys will be conducted from daybreak to 2 hours after sunrise and/or from 2 hours before sunset to 1
hour after sunset by fixed-wingaircraft. Follow-upground surveys, if necessary,will be conductedduring the same time
frame. Surveys will be at least 7 days apart. The location, activity, number, and age class (immature,mature) of any
bald eagles observed will be recorded. Ifa roost or suspected roost is identified, BLM, USFWS, and MFWP will be
notified and a GPS record of the roost/suspected roost will be obtained and entered into the BLM GIS database. There
will be No Surface Occupancy within 0.5 miles ofany identifiedbald eagle roost sites.

Nest productivity will be conducted by the BLM or a BLM-approved biologist in areas with high levels of development
(i.e., areas with greater than or equal to 4 well locations/section) on and within 1 mile ofthe project area. Active nests
located withinone mile ofproject-relateddisturbance areas will be monitoredbetween March 1 and mid-Julyto
determine nesting success (i.e., number ofnestlings/fledglings per nest).
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Burrowing owl: Operatorsshould indicate the presence of prairie dog townson their application. The presence of
sensitivehabitatdoes not indicate that a speciesmaybe present It does, however, alert the companyand BLM that a
field review and surveys may be required to process the permit or initiate action. In association with APD and ROW
application field reviews,prairie dog colonies within 0.5 miles of a proposed project area will be surveyedfor western
burrowing owls by BLM biologists or a BLM-approvedOperator-financedbiologist twice yearly from June through
August to determine the presence/absence of nesting owls. Efforts will be made to determine reproductive success (no.
of fledglings/nest).

Threatened. Endangered. Candidate, and Other Species of Concern

Operators should indicate the presence of cottonwood riparian, herbaceous riparian or wet meadows, permanent water or
wetlands, prairie dog towns, or rock outcrops, ridges or knolls on their application. The presence ofsensitive habitat
may not indicate that a species may be present. It does, however, alert the company and BLM that a field review and
surveys may be required to process the permit or initiate action. The level ofeffort associated with the inventory and
monitoring required for threatened, endangered, candidate, and other species ofconcern (TEC&SC) will be
commensurate with established protocol for the potentially affected species. Methodologies and results of these surveys
will be included in annual reports or provided in separate supplemental reports. As TEC&SC species are added to or
withdrawn from USFWS and/or BLM lists, appropriate modifications will be incorporated to this plan and specified in
annual reports.

TEC&SC data collected during the surveys will be provided only as necessary to those requiring the data for specific
management and/or project development needs. Site- and species-specific TEC&SC surveys will continue to be
conducted as necessary in association with all APD and ROW application field reviews. Data will be collected on BLM
approved data sheets and entered into the BLM GIS database.

Black-footed Ferret

Operators should indicate the presence ofprairie dog towns on their application. The presence of sensitive habitat does
not indicate that suitable black footed ferret habitat may be present. It does, however, alert the company and BLM that a
field review and surveys may be required to process the permit or initiate action. BLM biologists and/or BLM-approved
Operator-financed biologists will determine the presence/absence of prairie dog colonies within 0.5 miles ofproposed
activity during APD and ROW application field reviews. Prairie dog colonies on the area will be mapped to determine
overall size following the approved methodology. Colony acreage will be determined using GIS applications. Colonies
that meet USFWS size criteria as potential black-footed ferret habitat (USFWS 1989) will be surveyed to determine
active burrow density using the methods described by Biggins et al. (1993) or other BLM- and USFWS-approved
methodology.

Project activity will be located to avoid impacts to prairie dog colonies that meet USFWS criteria as black-footed ferret
habitat (USFWS 1989). If avoidance is not possible, all colonies meeting the USFWS size criteria and any colonies for
which density estimates are not obtained will be surveyed for black-footed ferrets by an operator-financed, USFWS-
certified surveyorprior to but not more than 1 year in advance of disturbance to these colonies. Black-footedferret
surveys will be conducted in accordance with USFWS guidelines (USFWS 1989) and will be conducted on a site-
specific basis, depending on the areas proposed for disturbance in a given year as specified in the annual report. Ifa
black-footed ferret or its sign is found during a survey, all development activity would be subject to recommendations
from the Montana Black-footed Ferret Survey Guidelines^ Draft Managing Oil and Gas Activities in Prairie Dog
Ecosystems withPotentialfor Black-footedferret Reintroduction and re-initiation of Section 7 Consultation with
USFWS.
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Biack-tailed Prairie Dog

The BLM will determine the acreage of occupied black-tailed prairie dog habitat within suitable mountain plover habitat
on federally managed surface acres and federal mineral estate lands. Further, a reasonable effort should be made to
estimate actual impacts, including habitat loss, CBM development will have on occupied black-tailed prairie dog acres
within suitable mountain plover habitat over the entire project area.

Active prairie dog towns on BLM lands within 0.5 miles ofa specific project area will be identified, mapped, and
surveyed as described in the Black-footed ferret section. In addition, reference prairie dog colonies subject to
development will be identified. On an annual basis, the BLM and/or a BLM-approved Operator-financed biologist will
survey, at least a portion of, the prairie dog colonies, including the reference colonies. Prairie dog populations are
subject to drastic population fluctuations primarily due to disease (plague). Therefore, efforts will be made to compare
the data from the reference colonies with that obtained from the project areas, in order to monitor the response ofprairie
dog populations to CBM development.

Mountain Plover

Surface use is prohibited within 1/4 mile ofactive mountainplover nest sites. Disturbance to prairie dog towns will be
avoided where possible. Any active prairie dog town occupied by mountainplover will have No SurfaceUse between
April 1 and July 31which may be reducedto No SurfaceUse within 1/4 mile of an active nest, once nestinghas been
confirmed. An exception may be grantedby the authorized officerafter the BLMconsultswith the FWS on a case-by-
case basis and the operator agrees to adhere to the new operational constraints.

On federally managed surface acres,activeblack-tailed prairiecolonies within suitablemountain ploverhabitatwill have
a No Surface Occupancy.

Prior to permit approval, habitat suitability willbe determined. The BLM, FWS and MFWP willestimate potential
mountain plover habitat across the CBM area using a predictive habitat model. Overthe next5 years, information will
be refinedby fieldvalidation usingmostcurrentService mountain ploversurveyguidelines (USFWS 2002c) to
determine the presence/absence of potentially suitable mountain ploverhabitat. In areas of suitable mountain plover
habitat, surveys will be conducted prior to grounddisturbance activities by the BLMor a BLM-approved Operator
biologist using the Service protocol at a specific project areaplus a 0.5 mile buffer. Efforts will be made to identify
mountain plover nesting areas that are notsubject toCBM development to beused as reference sites. Comparisoris will
be madeof the trends in mountain plovernesting occupancy between these reference areasandareas experiencing CBM
development.

The BLMshallmonitorall lossof mountain ploverhabitatassociated with all portions of this action(operators will
indicate thepresence of prairie dog towns or other mountain plover habitat indicators ontheir application). Suitable
mountain plover habitat has been defined under 'critical habitat' forthemountain plover intheBiological Opinion. The
actual measurementofdisturbed habitat can be the responsibilityof the BLM, their agent (consultant,contractor,etc)
with a written summary provided to theService's Montana Field Office upon project completion, or immediately if the
anticipated impact area is exceeded.

Gray Wolf

According to the BiologicalAssessmentfor Coalbed Methane Production inMontana, state lands and counties (Gallatin
andParkCounties) bordering Yellowstone National Parkwould be surveyed in thespring forwolves, occupied dens, or
scatpriorto development. These surveys could be conducted from the airor from the ground. Areas inwhich wolves
are observed would continue to be surveyed annually until reintroduction objectives are met. Efforts willbe made to
compare production and/or occupancy trends inwolfpopulations inthese areas toa reference population inorder togain
more reliable information regarding the response of wolves to CBM development.
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Sage Grouse

BLM and MFWP will conduct sage grouse lek inventories over the entire CBM project area every 5 years todetermine
lek locations. Surveys ofdifferent areas may occur during different years with the intent that the entire CBM project
area will be coveredat leastonce every5 years. Existing MFWP

Region 7 trend blocks will bemonitored annually. There are 4 trend blocks inFWP Region 7;one located inthe Decker
area and 3 others across the Region. Inventories and protocol will beconsistent with the Montana Sage Grouse
Conservation Plancoordinated bythe BLM and MFWP. Inareas with > 4 well locations persection, aerial inventories
will beconducted annually onaffected sections, 2 mile buffers, and selected undeveloped reference areas. Surveys may
be conducted aerially oron the ground, asdeemed appropriate by the BLM and MFWP. Operator may provide financial
assistance.

Aerial surveys will beused fordetermining leklocations. BLM, MFWP or BLM-approved Operator-financed biologist
will monitor sage grouse lekattendance within 2 miles ofareas having < 4 locations persection such that all leks on
these areas aresurveyed at leastonceevery 3 years. Datacollected during these surveys willbe recorded on BLM and
MFWP approved data sheets andentered into theBLM GIS database. An effort should also be made to compare trends
of the number ofmales/lek to reference leks

Sage grouse winter usesurveys of suitable winter habitat within 2 miles of a project area willbe coordinated bytheBLM
andimplemented bytheBLM and/or MFWP during November through February as deemed appropriate by these
management agencies, and results willbe provided in interim and/or annual reports. These surveys willbe conducted to
identify sagegrouse wintering concentration areas. Historical information of winter sage grouse locations will be useful
in focusing efforts inareas suspected ofproviding winter habitat. Sage grouse winter habitat use surveys will be
conducted subsequent to snowfall events to identify crucial winter habitat.

Big Game

Elk, mule deer, white-tailed deer, andpronghom are thecommon biggame species thatoccurwithin parts or all of the
CBM planning area. BLM and MFWP willcontinue to collect annual big game seasonal habitat use dataand make it
available to Operators and landowners. Biggame useof seasonal habitats is highly dependent upona combination of
environmental factors including forage quality andsnow depth. Therefore, it is very difhcult to attribute changes in
habitat use to a single factor. Comparisons in trends between big game seasonal habitat reference areas and seasonal
habitats associated withCBMdevelopment mayprovide someinsight into the response of big gameto CBM
development.

General Wildlife

Any avian mortality observed in pits will be documented, reported to the BLM and USFWS, and measures will be taken
to prevent future mortality at the pit(s). Well fieldaccess roads and other roads With project-related traffic increases will
be monitored for wildlife mortality so that specific mitigation can be designed and implemented as deemed necessary by
BLM, in consultation with MFWP, for areas with high traffic volume and/or increased wildlife/vehicle collisions and
mortality.

Aquatic Species

Baseline aquatic inventories will be conducted in potentially affected areas by BLMand MFWPwith Operator financial
assistance, for 1-2 yearsprior to development commencing, to determine occurrence, abundance, and population
diversity of the aquatic community. These inventories shouldbe repeated everyyear in selectedintermittent/perennial
streams associated with produced water discharge as well as selected intermittent/perennialstreams associated with no
produced water discharge (control sample site).
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Natural fluctuations in species occurrence, abundance, and population diversity will be determined bycomparing
changes in control samplesites to baseline inventories. Changes in occurrence, abundance, and population diversity of
theaquatic community in streams associated withproduced water discharge maythenbe possible by comparing to the
natural fluctuations.

Detection of a retractionin the rangeof a species,a downward trend in abundance, or reducedpopulation diversityin
systems with produced water discharge shall warrant a review ofProject Plans and possible recommendations for
adjustment of management to address the specific problems.

Aquatic groups to be inventoried and monitored will include:

-Benthlc macroinvertebrates - Determine population diversity using Hess/kick net sampling protocol to
measure species abundance and establish a diversity index.
-Amphibians and aquatic reptiles - Determine population diversity and abundance utilizing sampling
methodologies being developed for prairie species.
-Non-game fish - Determine population diversity using electrofishing and seining.
-Algae (periphyton) - Determine population diversity.

PROTECTION MEASURES

Wildlife protection measures have been put in place through lease stipulations or terms and conditions from a Biological
Opinion from FWS. The following sections describe stipulations or mitigation that restrict activities through lease
agreements or terms and conditions to reduce the likelihood of"take" ofa federally listed species.

Lease stipulation

The lease stipulations were approved in the 1994 BLM Oil and Gas EIS. These are mandatory measures or actions that
have been developed as a result of wildlife research and input from agencies and Operators. Avoidance of important
breeding, nesting,and seasonalhabitats is the primaryprotection measurethat will reducethe possibilityof CBMand
Oil and Gas development havingan impacton wildlifepopulations, productivity, or habitatuse. Additional conservation
measureswill be incorporatedthrough the Project Plan design or as ConditionsofApproval. Data collected during
monitoringefforts and properly analyzed will be used to determine the appropriatenessand the effectivenessof these
measures throughout the CBM projectarea. Basedon the resultsof the monitoring data, these measures will be
reviewedby the Core Team and RMU Teams. As monitoringdata are collected over time, it is likely that some
protection measures willbe added,whileothers will be modified or removed completely withapproval fromthe BLMin
cooperationwith other agencies and the Core Team. All changes in these protection measureswill be reported, with a
justification for the change, in annual reports. A RMP amendmentmay be required dependingon the recommended
change.

"Waivers'* A lease stipulation may be waived by the AuthorizedOfficer (AO) if a determinationis made by the BLM,
in consultation with FWS, that the proposed action will not adversely affect the species in question.

"Exceptions" to protectionmeasure may be granted by the AO, in coordinationwith USFWS for T&E species and
MFWP, if the Operatorsubmits a plan that demonstrates that impacts fromthe proposed actionwill not be significant, or
can be adequately mitigated.

"Modifications" may be made by the AO if it is determinedthatportionsof the area do not includehabitatprotectedby
the stipulation.
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Raptors

From March 1- August 1, all surface disturbing activities are prohibited within '/a mile ofactive raptor nest sites except
ferruginous hawk, bald eagle and peregrine falcon nest sites. For ferruginous hawks and bald eagles, no surface
occupancy or use will beallowed within /4 mile of known active nest sites. Nosurface occupancy oruse is allowed
within 1 mile of identified peregrine falcon nests. Active raptor nests aredefined as those thathave been used within the
last two years.

Big Game

Surface use isprohibited to avoid disturbance ofwhite-tailed deer, mule deer, elk, pronghom antelope, moose, and
bighorn sheep during the winter use season, December 1- March 31. This stipulation does not apply tothe operation
and maintenance ofproduction facilities.

Elk Parturition Range

Inorder toprotect elkparturition range, surface use isprohibited from April 1toJune 15 within established spring
calving range. Thisprotection measure doesnotapply to the operation andmaintenance of production facilities.

Bighorn Sheep - Powder River Breaks

Nosurface occupancy oruseis allowed in the designated Powder River Bighorn Sheep Range. Incrucial winter range
outside of the designated area, surface use is prohibited from December 1 to March 31.
Sage Grouse

Lek sites

Inorderto minimize impacts to sharptail andsage grouse leks, surface occupancy within mile of known leksis
prohibited. The measure may be waived if the AO, in coordination with MFWP, determines that the entire leasehold can
be occupied without adversely affectinggrouse lek sites, or if all lek sites within Va mile of the leaseholdhave not been
attended for 5 consecutive years.

Nesting area
Surface use is prohibited between March I - June 15in grousenestinghabitatwithin2 milesof a known lek. This
measure does notapply to theoperation andmaintenance of production facilities. Thismeasme will be implemented to
protectsharptail and sagegrousenestinghabitatfromdisturbance duringspringand earlysummerin order to maximize
annual production of young, and to minimize disturbance to nesting activities adjacent to nesting sites for the long-term
maintenance of grouse populations in the area.

Winter range

Surface use is prohibited from December 1 through March 31 within designated crucial winter range to protect sage
grouse from disturbance during winter season use.

Prairie Dog Towns and Associated Black-footed Ferret Habitat

Prior to surface-disturbing activities, prairiedog colonies and complexes 80 acresor morein size and containing 5
burrows per acrewillbe examined to determine the presence or absence of black-footed ferrets. The findings of this
examination mayresult in some restrictions to the operator's plansor mayevenpreclude use and occupancy.

The lessee or operator may, at their own option, conduct an examination on the leased lands to determine if black-footed
ferrets are present, or if the proposed activity would have an adverse effect, or if the area can be cleared. This
examination mustbe done by, or under the supervision of, a qualifiedresourcespecialist approvedby the BLM. An
acceptable report must be provided to documentingthe presence or absence ofblack-footedferrets and identifying the
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anticipated effects ofthe proposed action on the black-footed ferret and its habitat. This stipulation does not apply to the
operation and maintenance of production facilities.

Interior Least Tern

The interior least tern is listed as an endangered species under the ESA. Birds occupy sandbars and beaches in eastern
Montana and along the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers. Surface occupancy and will be prohibited within 1/4 mile of
wetlands identified as interior least tern habitat.

Terms and Conditions from Section 7 Consultation

In order to be exempt from the prohibitions ofsection 9ofthe Act, the Bureau must comply with the following terms
and conditions, which implement the reasonable and prudent measures described and outlined in the Biological Opinion.
These terms and conditions are nondiscretionary.

AH Species

In the event that a bald eagle (dead or injured) ormountain plover (dead orinjured) islocated during construction and
operation, the Service's Billings Sub-Office of the Montana Field Office (406-247-7366) and the Service's Law
Enforcement Office (406-247-7355) will be notified within 24 hours. The action agency must provide for monitoring the
actual number of individuals taken. Because of difficulty in identification, all small birds found dead should be stored in
a freezer for the Service to identify.

• The Bureau shall monitor all loss of bald eagle (nesting, potential nesting and roost sites) and suitable mountain
plover habitat associated with allactions covered under the Montana Statewide Draft OilandGas EIS and
Amendment ofthe Powder River andBillings RMPs and ROD. Bald eagle nesting, potential nesting and roost
sites,and suitablemountain plover habitathave been defined under 'habitat use' and 'critical habitat'
respectively, for each species in the Biological Opinion. The actual measurement of disturbed habitatcan be
the responsibility ofthe BLM their agent (consultant, contractor, etc) with a written summary provided tothe
Service's Montana Field Office upon project completion. The tracking will include the location and acres of
habitat loss, field survey reports, what stipulations were applied, and a record ofany variance granted to timing
and/or spatial buffers. The monitoring ofhabitat loss forthese species will commence from the date theRecord
ofDecision (ROD) issigned. The actual measurement ofdisturbed habitat can be the responsibility of the
Bureau's agent (consultant, contractor, etc.) with a written summary provided to the Service's Montana Field
Office semi-annually, orimmediately if the Bureau determines that action (/. e. Application for Permit toDrill
(APD), pipeline, compressor station) will adversely affect a listed species. However, it is the responsibility of
the Bureau toensure that the semi-annual reports are complete and filed with the Service ina timely manner.
The semi-annual report will include field survey reports for endangered, threatened, proposed and candidate
species for all actions covered under the Montana Statewide Draft Oil andGas EIS andAmendment ofthe
Powder River andBillings RMPs and ROD. The semi-annual reports will include all actions completed under
this BO up to30 days prior to the reporting date. The first report will bedue 6 months from the signing ofthe
ROD and onthe anniversary date of the signing of the ROD. Reporting will continue for the life ofthe project.

• As outlined inthe guidance and conservation measures inthe CBMProgrammatic Wildlife Monitoring and
Protection Planfor theStatewide Oiland GasEnvironmental Impact Statement andAmendment ofthePowder
River andBillings Resource Management Plans that "All new roads required for theproposed project will be
appropriately constructed, improved, maintained, andsigned to minimize potential wildlife/vehicle collisions...
Appropriate speed limits will beadhered toonallproject area roads, and Operators will advise employees and
contractors regarding these speed limits."
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Bald Eagle

• The Bureau shall require implementation ofall conservation measures/mitigation measures identified inthe
Biological Assessment prepared for the project and dated April 10, 2002, and wildlife inventory, monitoring,
and protection protocol provided bythe WMPP. The Bureau shall monitor forcompliance with the measures
and protocol. These are as follows:

• The appropriate standard seasonal oryear-long stipulations for raptors orno surface occupancy for bald eagles
as identified inthe Billings Resource Management Plan (U.S. Bureau of Land Management 1983), Powder
River Resource Management Plan (BLM 1984), andOilandGas Resource Management Plan/ EIS Amendment
(BLM 1992) will be applied. This includes No Surface Occupancy within V^ mile of nests active in the last7
years and mile of roost sites.

• Inventory and monitoring protocol for the bald eagle will beasdescribed for raptors, with thefollowing
additions. Operators will indicate the presence ofeagle habitat as previously defined, on their application.
Priorto CBM development or construction, surveys of thewooded riparian corridors within 1.0mile of a
project area will beconducted inthewinter and/or spring by biologists and/or BLM-approved biologists to
determine theoccurrence of winter baldeagle roosts. Surveys willbeconducted fi-om daybreak to 2 hours after
sunrise and/or from 2 hours before sunset to 1hour aftersunset by fixed-wing aircraft. Follow-up ground
surveys, if necessary, will be conducted during the same timeframe. Surveys willbe at least7 days apart. The
location, activity, number, andageclass (immature, mature) of anybald eagles observed willbe recorded andif
a roost or suspected roost is identified, BLM, USFWS, and MFWP will be notified and a GPS record ofthe
roost/suspected roost will be obtained and entered into the BLM GIS database. There will be No Surface
Occupancywithin 0.5 miles ofany identifiedbald eagle roost sites.

• Nestproductivity willbe conducted by the BLM or a BLMapproved biologist in areas withhighlevels of
development(i.e., areas with greater than or equal to 4 well locations/section) on and within 1 mile of the
project area. Active nests located within one mile ofproject-related disturbance areas will be monitored
between March 1 andmid-July to determine nesting success (i.e.,number of nestlings/fledglings per nest).

• No newabove-ground power line should be constructed withinthe PrimaryUse Areaor 14 mile fi*om an active
eaglenest or nest that has been occupied within the recentpast. No surface occupancy or use is allowed within
0.5 miles of known bald eagle nest sites which have been active within the past 7 years. All other actions will
be consistent with the MontanaBald Eagle Management Plan - July 1994.

• Power lines will be built to standardsidentified by the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (1996)to
minimizeelectrocutionpotential. The Service has more specific recommendations that reaffirm and
compliment thosepresented in SuggestedPractices. It shouldbe notedthat thesemeasures vary in their
effectiveness to minimize mortality, and maybe modified as theyare testedin the fieldand laboratory. Local
habitat conditions shouldbe considered in theiruse. The Servicedoesnot endorse any specificproduct that can
be used to preventand/orminimize mortality, however, we are providing a list of Major Manufacturers of
Products to Reduce Animal Interactions on Electrical UtilityFacilities.

New Distribution Lines and Facilities

The following represents areas wherethe raptor protection measures will be appliedwhendesigningnew
distribution line construction:

1.1 Bury distribution lines where feasible.

1.2 Raptor-safe structures (e.g., with increased conductor-conductor spacing) are to be used that address
adequate spacing for each problematic species (i.e., minimum 60" for bald eagles would cover all
species).
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1.3 Equipment installations (overhead service transformers, capacitors, reclosers, etc.)are to be made
raptorsafe (e.g.,by insulating the bushingconductor terminations and by usingcovered jumper
conductors).

1.4 Jumperconductor installations (e.g., comer, tap stmctures, etc) are to be maderaptorsafe by using
covered jumpers or providing adequate separation.

1.5 Employ covers for arrestors and cutouts.

1.6 Linesshouldavoidhighavian use areas suchas wetlands, prairiedog towns, and grouseleks. If not
avoidable, use anti-perchingdevices to discourageperching in sensitive habitats such as grouse leks,
prairie dog towns and wetlands to decrease predation and decrease loss ofavian predators to
electrocution.

Modification of Existing Facilities

Raptor protection measures to be applied when retrofitting existing distribution lines. Problem structures may
includedead ends, tap or junction poles, transformers, reclosers and capacitor banks or other stmctures with less
than 60" between conductorsor a conductor and ground. The followingmodificationswill be made:

2.1 Cover exposed jumpers.

2.3 Gap any pole top ground wires.

2.4 Isolate grounded guy wires by installing insulating link.

2.5 On transformers, install insulated bushing covers, covered jumpers, cutout covers and arrestor covers.

2.6 When mortalities occur on existing lines and stmctures, raptor protection measures are to be applied
(e.g., modify for raptor-safe constmction, install perches, perching deterrents, nesting platforms, nest
deterrent devices, etc).

2.7 Use anti-perching devices to discourage perching in sensitive habitats such as
grouse leks, prairie dog towns and wetlands to decrease predation, and decrease loss ofavian predators
to electrocution.

2.8 In areas where midspan collisions are a problem, install line-marking devices that have been proven
effective. All transmission lines that span streams and rivers, should maintain proper spacing and have
markers installed.

These additional standards to minimize migratory bird mortalitiesassociatedwith utility transmission lines, will be
incorporated into the Terms and Conditions for all APD's and stipulations for Right-Of-Way applications.
Mountain Plover

The Bureau shall require implementation of the conservation measures for mountain plover as identified in the
Biological Assessment prepared for the project and dated April 10, 2002, and wildlife inventory, monitoring,
and protection protocol provided by the WMPP. The Bureau shall monitor for compliancewith the measures
and protocol. These are as follows:

Surface use is prohibitedwithin 1/4 mile of active mountainplover nest sites. Disturbanceto prairie dog towns
will be avoided where possible. Any active prairie dog town occupiedby mountainplover will have No
Surface Use between April 1 and July 31. This area may be reduced to No Surface Use within 1/4 mile ofan
active nest, once nesting has been confirmed. An exception may be granted by the authorized officer after the
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BLM consults with the FWS ona case bycase basis and the operator agrees toadhere to the new operational
constraints.

• Due tothe declining status ofmountain plover in the analysis area and the need to retain this most important
andlimited nesting habitat, all active prairie dogcolonies within suitable mountain plover habitat will have No
Surface Occupancy (NSC). This NSO will beapplied onlv to federally managed surface acres. This NSC may
bemodified in anamendment to this biological opinion after analysis of impacts to this preferred nesting habitat
is completed.

• The BLMwilldetermine the acreage of occupied black-tailed prairiedog habitat withinthe suitable mountain
ploverhabitatof federally managed surfaceacres and on federal mineral estate lands. Further,a reasonable
effort should be made to estimate theactual impacts, including habitat loss, CBM development will have on
occupied black-tailed prairiedog acreswithinsuitable mountain ploverhabitatover the entireprojectarea. The
project area is large and certain areas will likely be developed for coal bed methanebefore others. The BLM,
Service, and cooperators will develop a surveyprotocolthat mayinclude prioritization of subsets of the project
area to be analyzed. Based on the results of such analysis, the NSO on active prairie dog within suitable
mountainplover habitat may be modifiedin an amendment to the biologicalopinion.

• Prior to permit approval, habitat suitability will be determined. The BLM, FWS and MFWP will estimate
potential mountainplover habitat across the CBM area using a predictive habitatmodel. Over the next 5 years,
information will be refined by field validationusing most current Service mountainplover survey guidelines
(USFWS 2002c) to determine the presence/absence of potentially suitable mountain plover habitat. In areas of
suitable mountain plover habitat, surveys will be conducted prior to ground disturbance activities by the BLM
or a BLM-approved Operator biologist using the Service protocol at a specific project area plus a 0.5 mile
buffer. Efforts will be made to identify mountainplover nesting areas that are not subject to CBM development
to be used as reference sites. Comparisonswill be made of the trends in mountainplover nesting occupancy
between these reference areas and areas experiencing CBM development.

I
I • The BLM shall monitor all loss of mountain plover habitat associated with allportions of this action (operators

will indicate the presence ofprairie dog towns or other mountain plover habitat indicators on their application) .
Suitable mountain plover habitat has been defined under 'critical habitat' for the mountain plover in the
Biological Opinion. The actual measurement ofdisturbed habitat can be the responsibility of the BLM, their
agent (consultant, contractor, etc) with a written summary provided to the Service's Montana Field Office upon
project completion, or immediately if the anticipated impact area is exceeded.

• If suitable mountain plover habitat is present, surveys for nesting mountain plovers will be conducted prior to
ground disturbance activities, if ground disturbing activities are anticipated to occur between April 10 and July
10. Disturbance occurring outside this period is permitted, but any loss of mountain plover suitable habitat
must be documented. Sites must be surveyed 3 times between the April 10 and July 10 period, with each survey
separated by at least 14 days. The earlier date will facilitate detection ofearly-breeding plovers. A disturbance-
free buffer zone of 1/4 mile will be established around all mountain plover nesting locations between April 1
and July 31. If an active nest is found in the survey area, the planned activity should be delayed 37 days, or
seven days post-hatching. If a brood of flightless chicks is observed, activities should be delayed at least seven
days (USFWS 2002). Exceptions and/or waiver to stipulations can be made through consultation with FWS on
a case by case basis.

• Roads will be located outside of nesting plover habitat wherever possible. Apply mitigation measures to reduce
mountain plover mortality caused by increased vehicle traffic. Construct speed bumps, use signing or post
speed limits as necessary to reduce vehicle speeds near mountain plover.

• Creation of hunting perches will be minimized within 'A mile of occupied nesting areas. Utilize perch inhibitors
(perch guards) to deter predator use.

• Native seed mixes will be used to re-establish short grass prairie vegetation during reclamation.
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There will be NoSurface Occupancy of ancillary facilities (e.g., compressor stations, processing plants) within
Vi mile ofknown nesting areas. Variance may be granted after consultation with the Service.

In habitatknownto be occupied by mountain plover,no dogs will be permittedat worksites to reducethe
potential for harassment of plovers.

Operatorsand the Bureau shall be provided by the Service with educational material illustratingand describing
the mountain plover, its habitatneeds, life history, threats, and gas development activities that may leadto
incidental take of eggs, chicks,or adults with requirements that these materialbe posted in commonareas and
circulated in a memorandum amongall employees and serviceproviders.

Programmatic Guidance for the Development of Project Plans

Guidance for developing ProjectPlansand/orconservation measures applied as Conditions of Approval providea full
range ofpracticable meansto avoid or minimize harm to wildlifespeciesor their habitats. Operatorswill minimize
impacts to wildlife by incorporatingapplicable WMPP programmaticguidance into Project Plans. Not all measuresmay ?
applyto eachsite-specific development areaand means to reduce harmare not limited to those identified in the WMPP. J
This guidance may change over time ifnew Conservation Strategies become available for Special Status Species or |
monitoring indicates the measure is not effective or unnecessary. f

BLM and MFWP will work together through a Cooperative Agreement to collect baseline information about wildlife and |
sensitive habitats possiblycontaining specialstatusspecies. During the projectdevelopment phase. Operators will |
identify potentially sensitive habitats and coordinate with BLM to determine which species or habitats are ofconcern |
withinor adjacentto the projectarea. In areas whererequiredsite-specific wildlife inventory has not been completed, f
Operators and BLM will work cooperatively to achieve it. BLM's responsibilities under NEPA, ESA, and NHPA ^
essentially are the same on split estate (i.e., federal minerals/private surface) as they are with federal surface. BLM and
Operators will seek input from the private surface owner to includeconservation measures in split estate situations. |

Thefollowing guidance andconservation measures areconsidered "features" or project "design criteria" to be used |
during Project Plan preparation. The design of projects can incorporateconservationneeds for wildlife species or i
measures can be added as "ConditionsofApproval." These typesofconservationactions offer flexibility for local
situations and help minimize or eliminate impacts to the species of interest.

1. Use the best available informationfor siting structures (e.g., storage facilities, generatorsand holding tanks)
outside of the applicablezone of impact in important wildlife breeding, brood-rearingand winter habitat based
on the following considerations. |

a. size of the structure(s), j
b. level/type ofanticipated disturbance j
c. life of the operation, and 1
d. extent to which impacts would be minimized by topography. ;

2. Concentrateenergy-related facilities when practicable. I

3. Develop a comprehensive Project Plan prior to POD or full field development activities to minimize road
densities.

4. To reduce additional surface disturbance, existing roads and two-tracks on and adjacent to the CBM project area
will be used to the extent possible and will be upgraded as necessary.

5. Minimize stream channel disturbances and related sediment problems during construction of road and
installation ofstream crossing structures. Do not place erodible material into stream channels. Remove
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stockpiled material from high water zones. Locate temporary construction bypass roads in locations where the
stream course will have minimal disturbance. Time construction activities to protect fisheries and water quality.

6. Design stream-crossings for adequate passage offish (ifpresent), minimum impact on water quality, and ata
minimum, the 25-year frequency runoff. Consider oversized pipe when debris loading may pose problems.
Ensure sizing provides adequate length to allow fordepth of road fill.

7. Use corridors to the maximum extent possible: roads, power, gas and water lines should use the same corridor
whenever possible.

8. Avoid, where possible, locating roads in crucial sage grouse breeding, nesting and wintering areas and mountain
plover habitats. Develop aroute utilizing topography, vegetative cover, site distance, etc. to effectively protect
identified wildlife habitats in a cost efficient manner.

9. Conduct all road and stream crossing construction and maintenance activities in accordance with Agency
approved mitigation measures and BMPs.

10. Utilize remote monitoring technologies whenever possible to reduce site visits thereby reducing wildlife
disturbance and mortalities.

11. All new roads required for the proposed project will be appropriately constructed, improved, maintained, and
signed to minimize potential wildlife/vehicle collisions and facilitate wildlife movement through the project
area. Appropriate speed limits will beadhered toon all project area roads, and Operators will advise employees
and contractors regarding thesespeed limits.

12. Apply mitigation measures to reduce mountain plover, swift fox or sage grouse mortality caused by increased
vehicle traffic. Construct speed bumps, use signing or post speed limits as necessary to reduce vehicle speeds
near sage grouseleks, mountainplover habitat, or other importantwildlifehabitats

13. Road closures may be implemented during crucial periods (e.g., extreme winter conditions, and calving/fawning
seasons). Personnel will be advised to minimize stopping and exiting their vehicles inbig game winter range
while there is snow on the ground.

14. Roads no longer required for operations orother uses will bereclaimed ifrequired by the surface owner or
surface management agency. Reclamation will beconducted assoon aspractical.

15. Operator personnel and contractors will use existing state and county roads and approved access routes, unless
anexception is authorized bythesurface management agency.

16. Use minimal surface disturbance to install roads andpipelines andreclaim sites of abandoned wells to restore
natural plant communities.

17. Reclamation ofdisturbed areas will be initiated assoon aspractical. Native species will beused inthe
reclamation of important wildlife habitat. Livestock palatibility and wildlife habitat needs will be considered
during seed mix formulation.

18. Site new power lines and pipelines inexisting disturbed areas wherever possible.

19. Minimize the number ofnew power lines in sage grouse ormountain plover habitat. Bury lines near sage
grouse leks and mountain plover nesting habitat when feasible.
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20. Encourage monitoring ofavian mortalities by entering into aMemorandum ofUnderstanding (MOU) with
WS and the state agencies. The purpose of the MOU is to establish procedures and policies to be employed by

the parties to lessen industry's liability concerns about the "take" ofmigratory birds.

21. Remove unneeded structures and associated infrastructure when project is completed.

22. Ifpossible, minimize maintenance and related activities in sage grouse breeding/nesting complexes; 15 March -
15 June, between the hours of4:00-8:00 am and 7:00-10:00 pm.

23. Protect, to the extent possible, natural springs from disturbance or degradation.

24. Design and manage produced water storage impoundments so as not to degrade or inundate sage grouse leks,
nesting sites and wintering sites, prairie dog towns or other Special Status Species habitats.

25. CBM produced water should not be stored in shallow, closed impoundments or playas. Impoundments
designed as flow through systems will lessen the likelihood that selenium will bioaccumulate to levels that will
adversely affect other wildlife.

26. Develop offsite mitigation strategies in situations where fragmentation or degradation ofSpecial Status Species
habitat is unavoidable.

27. Protected reserve, workover, and production pits potentially hazardous to wildlife by netting and/or fencing as
directed by the BLM to prevent wildlife access and minimize the potential for migratory bird mortality.

28. Reduce potential increases in poaching through employee and contractor education regarding wildlife laws.
Operator should report violations to BLM and MFWP.

29. Operator employees and their contractors will be discouraged from possessing firearms during working hours.
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