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The Billings Field Office is in the
process of preparing a resource
management plan (RMP) for eight
counties in southcentral Montana.
This plan also includes Pompeys
Pillar National Monument and
administration of 6,340 acres

of public land inside the Pryor
Mountain Wild Horse Range in Big
Horn County, Wyoming.

The BLM developed and approved
an RMP for the area in 1984 — the
Billings Resource Area RMP. Al-
though the 1984 RMP has been
subsequently amended, some of it

does not satisfactorily address new
and emerging issues. Laws, regula-
tions, policies, and issues regard-
ing management of these public
lands have changed during the life
of the plan.

The purpose of an RMP is to
establish goals and objectives for
resource management; identify
lands that are open or available
for certain uses, including any
restrictions, and lands that are
closed to certain uses; provide
comprehensive management
direction for all resources and
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uses; and make broad-
scale decisions to guide
future site-specific project
implementation. As part

of the plan preparation,

an environmental impact
statement (EIS) will also be
prepared.

The development of

the RMP and EIS is a
collaborative, community-
based effort with a

full range of public
participation.

The land area to be covered under
the Billings/Pompeys Pillar RMP

is approximately 427,588 acres of
federally managed surface and
about 1.8 million acres of federal
mineral estate in southcentral
Montana.The plan will provide
future direction for managing
BLM-administered public lands

in Carbon, Yellowstone, Stillwater,
Sweet Grass, Musselshell,
Wheatland, and Golden Valley
counties, and a portion of Big Horn
County, Montana. There are about
10.8 million total surface acres of
land (all ownership) in the planning
area. The BLM surface acres
represent approximately 4 percent
of all lands in the planning area.
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2008

e Summer — Scoping

2009

e Spring — Develop alternatives

2010

comments

EIS
2011

Schedule

e Fall/winter — Analysis of the current management situation

e Summer/winter — Prepare preliminary draft RMPs/EIS for internal review

e Spring — Distribute Draft RMP, hold public comment meetings

e Summer — Refine alternatives and effects based upon review of public

e Fall/winter — Incorporate public comments and prepare Proposed RMP/Final

e Spring — Distribute Proposed RMP/Final EIS
e Summer — Protest period and governor's consistency review

e Summer/fall — Issue approved RMP and records of decision

Scoping

Scoping is a process
designed to deter-
mine the scope of is-
sues and alternatives
to be addressed in a
planning document.
Scoping is the first
stage of the planning
process and closely
involves the public
in identifying issues,
providing resource
and other informa-
tion, and developing
planning criteria to guide prepara-
tion of the RMP. During the 90-day
scoping period (May 15, 2008-Au-
gust 18, 2008), we held open houses
in Red Lodge, Lovell, Bridger, Big
Timber, Roundup, Billings, and at
Pompeys Pillar. About 90 people at-
tended the open houses and visited
with resource specialists, reviewed
maps, or asked questions about the
planning process or specific con-
cerns.

We received 129 written submis-
sions which included 575 separate
scoping comments. The comments

covered the broad range of resources
and resource uses found in the plan-
ning area such as recreation, fish
and wildlife, Pryor Mountain wild
horses, wilderness, energy develop-
ment, and socioeconomic issues. In
order to identify comments specific
to Pompeys Pillar, two separate
comment summary reports are avail-
able. The “Scoping Comment Sum-
mary for the Billings RMP” and the
“Scoping Comment Summary for
Pompeys Pillar NM” are available on
the website at: http://www.blm.gov/
mt/st/en/fo/billings_field_
office.html.

Transportation Planning

One of the goals of the RMP process
is to develop a planned and man-
ageable travel and transportation
network. Comprehensive travel
and transportation management
planning addresses all resource uses
(such as recreational, traditional,
casual, agricultural, commercial,
and educational) and accompanying
modes and conditions of travel — not
just motorized or OHV activities.
Modes of travel may include, but are
not limited to, foot, horse, moun-
tain bike, cross-country skis, snow
shoes, motorcycle, ATV, snowmo-
bile, truck, car and watercraft.

We will host a series of workshops
to give the public the opportunity to
review its road and trail inventory
for completeness and accuracy, as
well as offer suggestions for possible
re-routes or new routes that would
complement the existing system.
The Eastern Montana Resource
Advisory Council has formed a sub-
group to assist us with this process.

The public workshops for travel
planning will be an “open house”
format (no formal presentation is
scheduled) from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. in
the following locations:

Monday, June 1

Lovell Community Center
1925 Highway 310

Lovell WY

Tuesday, June 2
Bridger Café
108 S. Main St
Bridger MT

Wednesday, June 3
Emergency Service Bldg
704 1* East

Roundup MT
(Ambulance Barn)

Thursday, June 4
Hampton Inn
5110 Southgate Dr
Billings MT




Wild and Scenic Rivers

Federal law directs all agencies to
consider potential wild and scenic
rivers in their planning process. To
fulfill this requirement, the Billings
Field Office initiated a wild and sce-
nic river study for the planning area.
All streams with BLM shoreline were
reviewed to determine if they were
free-flowing and contained sufficient
values to be eligible for consider-
ation. To view the full report, visit
the RMP website at: http://www.
blm.gov/mt/st/en/fo/billings_field
office.html.

The study has two main compo-
nents—the eligibility phase and the
suitability phase. The purpose of

the eligibility phase is to identify
eligible river and stream segments
and assign tentative classifications
(wild, scenic, or recreational). To
be eligible, a river segment must

be free-flowing and possess at least
one river-related value considered
outstandingly remarkable. River
segments determined to be eligible
are afforded interim protective man-
agement until a suitability study is
completed. The classification as-
signed during this phase is tentative.

The purpose of the suitability phase
is to determine whether eligible
river segments are suitable or not for
inclusion in the National Wild and
Scenic River System. The suitability
evaluation does not result in actual

designation but only in a suitability
determination for designation. Only
Congress can designate a wild and
scenic river. The suitability phase
of the study has not yet been con-
ducted.

The three classes, wild, scenic, and
recreational, are based on the type
and degree of human development
and access associated with the river
and adjacent lands. The classifica-
tion does not reflect the types of val-
ues present along a river segment.

Seven segments were found eligible
and will be studied to determine
whether or not they are suitable for
inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Riv-
er System. The seven segments are:

Name Outstanding Remarkable Tentative Total Segment | BLM Segment
Value Classification Length Length

Bad Canyon Creek Fish Scenic 5.0 4.5

Bear Canyon Creek Recreation, Wildlife, Recreational 1.62 1.62
Cultural

Crooked Creek above fish barrier | Scenic, Recreational, Fish, Wwild 1.59 1.59
Cultural

Crooked Creek below fish barrier | Scenic, Recreational, Scenic 1.56 1.56
Cultural

Gyp Springs Cultural Recreational 0.46 0.46

Piney Creek Fish Recreational 0.16 0.16

Yellowstone River-Pompeys Pillar | Recreation, Geology, Recreational 4.46 4.19
Cultural, Historic

Contact Us:

Kim Prill, RMP Team Leader
Billings Field Office
5001 Southgate Drive
Billings, MT 59101
406-896-5199
406-896-5281 (fax)
Billings_PompeysPillar_RMP@blm.gov

http://www.blm.gov/mt/st/en/fo/
billings_field_office/rmp.html




Cooperating Agencies

The cooperating agency role derives
from the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, which
calls on federal, state, and local
governments to cooperate with the
goal of achieving “productive har-
mony” between humans and their
environment. The Council on En-
vironmental Quality’s regulations
implementing NEPA allow federal
agencies (as lead agencies) to invite

tribal, state, and local governments,
as well as other federal agencies, to
serve as cooperating agencies in the
preparation of environmental impact
statements.

The cooperating agency relation-
ship is distinctive, moving beyond
consultation to engage officials and
staff of other agencies in a work-
ing partnership. The cooperating
agencies share skills and resources
to help shape BLM land use plans

Big Horn County (Wyo.)
Carbon County
Golden Valley County
Wheatland County
Musselshell County
Musselshell Planning Project
Yellowstone County
Northern Cheyenne
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Montana State Historic
Preservation Office

Cooperating Agencies

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Bureau of Reclamation

Montana Association of
Conservation Districts

Montana Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation,
Northeast & Southern Land Offices

The Eastern Montana Resource Ad-
visory Council also participates in all
aspects of the planning process.

that better reflect the policies, needs,
and conditions of their jurisdictions
and the citizens they represent. By
providing a framework for intergov-
ernmental efforts, the cooperating
agency relationship helps the BLM
achieve a number of objectives in its
planning process:

e gain early and consistent in-
volvement of cooperating agen-
cy partners;

* incorporate local knowledge of
economic, social, and environ-
mental conditions, as well as
state and local land use require-
ments;

e address intergovernmental is-
sues;

e avoid duplication of effort;

* enhance local credibility of the
planning review process;

* encourage cooperating agency
support for planning decisions;
and

* build relationships of trust and
cooperation.
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