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More than 70 volunteers turned out 
for National Public Lands Day at 
Four Dances Natural Area and Area 
of Critical Environmental Concern on 
the cliff overlooking Billings.

“We had a great turnout and got a lot 
of work done,” said Stan Wells, BLM 
Billings Field Office Park Ranger and 
event organizer.  

Good planning made the most of 
volunteer time and muscle. On the 
day before the big event, Wells met 
with Montana Conservation Corps 
crew members at the site where 
they discussed each project and 
made sure they had the right tools 
and materials on hand. When the 
volunteers arrived on Saturday, they 
divided into groups to tackle each 
task under the able leadership of an 
MCC crew member. 

On the cliff overlooking Billings and 
the Yellowstone River, one crew 
installed a series of interpretive 
panels with historical photos showing 
how the view has changed since 
1706. Benches were sanded, stained 
and framed to create an inviting 
resting area.

Another group worked on the river 
trail, placing rocks to prevent further 
erosion on the steep slope. A third 
team removed invasive Russian 
olive trees. 

The Yellowstone River Parks 
Association donated 17 ponderosa 
pine and juniper trees and worked 
with other volunteers to plant them 
around the site host’s shelter.

“We couldn’t have done it without the 
MCC and YRPA,” said Wells. 

A partnership with Rocky Mountain 
College helped boost participation 

this year. The college recruited for 
volunteers on campus and within the 
community as part of its Community 
Involvement program. Besides RMC, 
volunteers came from Montana State 
University-Billings, Billings Senior 
High School, Yellowstone River 
Parks Association, New Day Ranch, 
and the BLM.
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Four Dances Natural Area/ACEC

Volunteers installed interpretive signs and benches at Four 
Dances Natural Area/ACEC on the cliff overlooking Billings. 

The Yellowstone River Parks Association donated 17 trees and headed up 
volunteer efforts to plant them around the site host’s shelter. 


