
 
 
 

 

RAC MEETING MINUTES:  
Bowman, North Dakota: April 16, 2014 
Bowman City Hall 
 

Attending: 
 

o BLM 
 Mark Jacobsen, BLM 
 Marian Atkins South Dakota Field Office  Manager 
 Diane Friez, Eastern Montana/Dakotas District Manager 
 Rick Rymerson,  North Dakota Field Office Manager 

o USFS 
 Babette Anderson, USFS Public Affairs 
 Greg  Morel, USFS Recreation 

o Category 1  
 Bruce Bowman 
 Drew Combs 
 Ray Gilbert 
 Vern Timmerman 

 
o Category 2  

 Kevin Forrester 
 Ellen Reddick 
 Branden Bestgen 

 
 Category 3 

 Debra Brown 
 Robert Johnson 
 Vernon Bleich by phone 
 

 Public Observing:  
 Shirley Meyer – Sen. Heitkamp Field Representative 
 Jon Cameron – Sen. Hoeven office, Field Representative 
 

Mark Jacobsen opened the meeting at 9:12 am with: 
 Housekeeping items 

BLM MONTANA/DAKOTAS  
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 Ground Rules 
 Introductions 

 
BLM Briefings 
  
Diane Friez - Eastern Montana/Dakotas District Manager 

 Building new fire facility at Fort Howes.  The staff provides fire support to BLM 
lands in the area, as well as the Custer National Forest. 

 Budget passed for FY14 and FY15; 2% reduction in base funds; forestry and 
hazardous fuels funds restored; will be planning for 5% decrease each year in 
the future; 12 permanent positions in EMDD will be eliminated – we are planning 
for the worst and hoping for the best; ND is not involved in position decreases 
due to oil and gas workload; ND Petroleum Council is providing funding for 5 
positions. 

 Another Statewide RAC meeting in July in Billings – State Office is looking at the 
number of RACs in MT/DK. 

 
Rick Rymerson – North Dakota Field Manager 

o RMP amendment for Greater Sage Grouse continues to be worked on. 
o Mineral Leasing Act – BLM involved with any oil or gas pipeline if there are 

two or more Federal agencies involved, even if there are no BLM 
administered land involved. 

o Seven permanent and seven term position are announced – 4 will start in 
the next few months. 

o Housing in Dickinson – Approximately 10 acres was acquired from the 
Bureau of Reclamation at Patterson Lake.  BLM plans to develop 
temporary/short-term housing.  A public meeting is scheduled for April 29; 
the BLM will bring in 10 FEMA trailers and put in a hardened site (cement 
pads); also potential for 2 office trailers; will provide transitioning for new 
employees until they can find a place to stay.  This site is also interagency 
with the USFS. 

o Workload at NDFO – 548 APDs pending and 400 APDs have been either 
approved or not approved. 

o Several Coal projects are in process. 
o Mineral Materials such as scoria – surface owners may not own the 

mineral rights and therefore cannot sell the gravel or scoria. Violators 
could be trespassed. 

o WO is reviewing the regulations concerning flaring of natural gas and 
there will be a Listening Session in Dickinson on May 9th for the tribes in 
the morning and the public portion will be in the afternoon. 

o Pipelines – 17 tribes have expressed interest in surveying these 
considered areas for traditional cultural properties; there will be a Tribal 
Summit, co-sponsored by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
and the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe on May 7 & 8 at Fort Yates, North 
Dakota.   . 
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Marian Atkins – South Dakota Field Manager 
o Retiring in mid-July. 
o RMP and the Greater Sage Grouse concerns – hope to get final out this 

fall. 
o Atlas blizzard in October – lots of broken trees at Fort Meade but main 

areas are cleaned up; worked with ranchers on removal of dead livestock 
but no burial pits were located on public lands. 

o Fort Meade – planning for a busy summer; removing trees to decrease fire 
risk and to reduce mountain pine beetles; National Public Lands Day 
(NPLD) event was on April 12 to plant shrubs and trees at Fort Meade 
Reservoir. 

o Fuels Management – doing work on Fort Meade and near Lead at 
Sugarloaf to decrease fuel loading;  

o Community Assistance – Veterans Crews with Meade County, Lead and 
Rapid City are doing great and making a difference. 

o Powertech Dewey Burdock project – 240 BLM acres out of 10,580 acres 
project; Final EIS and Programmatic Agreement are completed; BLM 
working on approval of the Plan of Operation. 

o Approval to fill Realty Specialist position but not completed yet – a lot of 
activity in this field this year.  

o Law Enforcement Ranger is part of a canine unit and has a partner now –
“Hondo 

Marian provided a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) info presentation. 
 
RAC member presentation: Kevin Forrester  
 

o Presented 2 maps – one is a replica of a BLM idea of some recreational 
things that could occur at Fort Meade; one is a map of lands owned by the 
School District.  

o Meade School District lands – School needs to build school in southern 
part of county; school has requested annexation from Sturgis; some of the 
school property has residential or community plans. Meade School District 
is not looking at the property to be another rally venue but the area on the 
north side of Bear Butte Creek has the potential to be exchanged for small 
BLM parcels in Meade County that could be sold. 
 

o Bob Johnson was concerned that if the small parcels were disposed of 
they would then not have public access and would create problems with 
the county planning; this parcel could be added to Fort Meade – this area 
contains a lot of evidence of the historical rifle ranges; how can the RAC 
help get the ball rolling to get this exchange to happen?; do the interested 
groups need to raise dollars, or write letters?  

 

o Proper planning will promote perfect performance;  Recreation on Fort 
Meade – lot of local groups are interested in Travel management; Kevin 
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has been talking with some BLM folks since the 1980’s on recreation use 
on Fort Meade; BLM folks keep leaving so he has to start over. 

 

o Concerned that the RMP does not have dollars attached to the actions- 
the 1996 plan did have a timeline and dollars attached; Sturgis is a 
gateway community to Fort Meade and to the Black Hills National Forest; 
Meade county was recently named the 8th fastest growing county in the 
Nation;  community needs to move forward providing a trail system.  

 

o Next RAC meeting should be in Sturgis so that the RAC can look at Fort 
Meade for the transportation planning and for the exchange proposal; 
Once the RAC looks at the area there is potential to get a smaller 
subcommittee to work on the proposal and get additional information or 
ideas to the RAC; Kevin is thinking that there is potential for two 
subcommittees; one for travel management and one for the land 
acquisition. 

 

o There is potential for the Sturgis Economic Development Committee to be 
used as a third party coordinator for the exchange – they can do things 
like this in the state but have not looked into working with the federal 
agencies. 

 

o Kevin and Brandon will gather additional information and get out to 
RAC members prior to next meeting (June 16) 

 
USFS presentation for Recreation Fee adjustments: Babette and Greg presenting. 
 
Jorgen’s Hollow Campground – Sheyenne National Grassland in SE North Dakota 
(hour from Fargo) – Amenities include 14 campsites, gravel road, accessible sites, pull-
through sites for livestock trailers, potable water, vault restrooms, accessible picnic 
tables and fire ring/grills; Campground should be completed in 2014 at a cost of 
$200,000; Adjacent trailhead parking area will be constructed in 2015 funded by ND 
Parks and Recreation Department; Request for camping fees of $10 per night. 
 
Coal Creek Campground – Medora Ranger District – SW North Dakota – Campground 
was completed in 2013 and provides access to Maah Daah Hey Trail; Amenities include 
10 campsites, vault restroom, potable water, pull through sites, accessible picnic tables, 
fire ring/grills, signs and fee tube; Request for camping fees of $10 per night. 
 
Buffalo Gap Campground – near interstate 2 miles west of Medora in SW North 
Dakota – Initially constructed in 1968 but was closed in 1990’s; major reconstruction in 
1999 and 2000; In 2000 fees were instituted at $6 per night and have not increased; 
Amenities include accessible flush toilets, coin operated showers, sidewalks, electricity, 
curbs, gutters, interpretive area pollinator garden, accessible picnic tables, new 
waterlines for potable water including holding tanks, well and well liner; request of 
camping fee of $20 per night which is commensurate with other local campgrounds with 
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similar amenities; The increase in fees at the Buffalo Gap Campground would be posted 
this year and implemented next year. 
 
Discussion –  
 
Debra Brown – fees do not look out of line; Vern Bleich – with Travel Management 
people can’t go where they want – Do users want these amenities? USFS – dispersed 
camping is still OK in these areas; folks want the amenities; Drew Combs - Has trash 
been an issue?  USFS Jordan’s Hollow did not have trash facilities, just “Pack it In, 
Pack it Out” and had signs about no driving off road.   
 
Bruce Bowman asked about cows in the area being disturbed – USFS mentioned that 
gates were occasionally left open; Diane Friez asked about vandalism – USFS yes, 
because there have not been hosts and limited visits by LEO. 
 
Diane mentioned that RAC folks can talk to their constituents about the destructive 
nature of vandalism; Ray Gilbert and Bruce Bowman had concerns about public 
perspective of ranchers using the federal lands and the intermingled land owners, and 
concerns about motorized recreationists harassing cattle. 
 
Bob Johnson mentioned that the cattle grazers are paying for the use but dispersed 
recreationists do not; Debra Brown asked about agreements with local law enforcement.   
 
USFS said yes they do work with the counties since they are closer to the areas; Vern 
Bleich is not a fan of user fees but knows there are budgetary concerns; Debra Brown 
asked what his reasoning is? 
 
Vern Bleich – Federal agencies need to get their spending under control; Bruce 
Bowman asked if campgrounds with fees are better taken care of from users and from 
the agency – USFS – the fees would help pay for seasonal employees to maintain the 
area. 
 
Other members felt that if folks are using amenities they should pay for it and the fees 
appeared to be comparable to private rates;  Bruce Bowman – how will the fees be 
collected – USFS – self serve; 
 
Babete mentioned that this is the first of their public scoping for these fees; Once the 
RAC okays the fees they will get additional public input and complete the NEPA 
document and then get back with the RAC. 
 
Motion from Branden Bestgen to accept the recommended fee structure with a 
second from Bob Johnson; Vern Bleich was nay; everyone else aye. The motion 
carried. 
 
Lunch 11:45 – 12:45 pm 
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Kevin and Bruce discussed the MT/DK RAC chairs meeting in Billings last year.  There 
was a lot of good information passed to the chairs.  Items of discussion were the timing 
of the RAC appointments, communication of RAC members (“RAC@blm.gov” potential). 
 
Field Managers need to ensure that RAC members have items to help managers with, 
Kate and Jamie’s charge to the members “Find your niche that brought you to the RAC 
and wedge in and keep wiggling”.  
 
Western Montana RAC Resolution Discussion-- 
 
Appointment letters were not received until well after the first of the year.  The Western 
Montana RAC composed a resolution that was sent to all the Montana/Dakotas RACs.  
The resolution read that in order to maintain functionality of the RACs, a RAC member 
should be able to remain on the Council until the new members are appointed and in 
place.   
 
It was recommended that all Montana/Dakotas RACs should look at this and approve so 
that all Montana/Dakotas RAC chairs can sign a resolution to the State Director, BLM 
Director and the DOI Secretary.   
 
Discussion followed on the rewriting the Western RAC Resolution to read like a 
Dakota’s RAC proposal.   
 
Needed to get Vern back on the phone to get a Quorum – Vernon agreed.  A Call 
for a vote was made and all concurred.  
 
RAC member Briefs-- 
 
Robert Johnson – Greater Sage Grouse is a major concern of folks in Harding County.  
They saw what happened recently with the Desert Tortoise and are concerned that if 
Greater Sage Grouse are listed then grazing and other development will suffer.  He has 
had concerns with tribal interest on an oil and gas well that was to be drilled on his 
private land to federal minerals and with the tribal work the drilling did not happen as 
quickly as planned. 
 
Debra Brown – Also concerned with Greater Sage Grouse – although there are not a 
lot of folks, the ones that they could impact are concerned about losing the ability to 
graze and want to be informed.  She also is concerned about the impact to the county 
roads from the oil and gas drilling.  Four or five trucks a day haul water from MT to SD 
on a 40 mile trip.  She has had conversations with folks concerning the Nevada situation 
and cautions everyone to read both sides – look at the court cases.  This adds to the 
concern about Greater Sage Grouse.  Wall Street Journal had a good timeline of all the 
activity on this case.  (Diane mentioned that we are concerned about the safety of BLM 
employees and have advised them to have situational awareness. 
 

mailto:RAC@blm.gov
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Bruce Bowman – He appreciated the PILT discussion – he does not like the fact that 
PILT is once again in limbo.   
 
Drew Combs – Represents oil and gas and coal interests from his position with the 
state. His constituents do like working with Rick Rymerson and they do understand his 
constraints.  Drew mentioned the land swap with minerals that he has brought up 
previously.  The main issue he wanted to bring up to the RAC was the ND Supreme 
Court decision that lands below the high water mark along the river are run by the state.  
BLM does not recognize the state’s survey of the high water mark.  There has been a 
lack of communication – Drew has even tried to talk with BLM at the Washington Office.  
Oil companies paid for the leases that they no longer have or they have paid for them 
twice – the companies want to pay the royalties that are due but are not sure who gets 
what.  An example is a BLM lease that covers 200 acres but 100 acres are below the 
high water line.  Therefore the BLM should get royalties on 100 acres but the BLM 
wants royalties on the 200 acres.  Drew’s office is getting a lot of calls.  (Diane 
requested Drew to send his information to her and she would pursue on her end) 
Drew also discussed the potential to give tours of the oil patch.  He did one for the UND 
and would like to get Mike Nedd to come out when the Western States Land 
Association Conference meets.  They will look at oil and gas, coal, man camps, parks 
etc. and discuss how BLM is addressing the challenges of the oil boom.  
 
Ellen Reddick – there are 254 pending additions to the South Dakota Endangered 
Species list.  Recently 2 butterflies were listed that live along the ND/SD border.  She 
has had a lot of discussions with others about prairie dogs and Greater Sage Grouse.  
She wanted folks to know the difference between coordination (BLM is still in charge) 
and cooperation (BLM works with private folks). 
 
Ray Gilbert – has been working with NRCS on Greater Sage Grouse and they are 
showing that grazing up to a point does more good than harm.  He has concerns about 
the abandoned gas wells on his ranch – the company went bankrupt and a well head is 
leaking.  He has been talking with the BLM in N.D. and S.D. about the federal wells 
under that company. 
 
Vern Timmerman – Thanks for all the information for the new guy.  He also sees the 
Greater Sage Grouse issue as important but he is concerned that it will be like the 
Spotted owl where there were thousands of jobs lost when timber was not cut and then 
a fire destroyed the trees there anyway.  He is concerned that if the Greater Sage 
Grouse is listed that will increase federal control and affect the haying (if haying is 
delayed until August the hay is no good).  Also, has talked with folks about the Keystone 
Pipeline and the internet concern about methane production (Bob Johnson mentioned 
cows produce methane too.)   
 
Mark began the wrap up of the meeting at 2:10pm.  Thanks for the information from the 
RAC members.  The next meeting and the agenda has already been discussed (June 
16 in Sturgis to discuss the issues on Fort Meade; agenda to be developed by Kevin 
and Branden). 
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Diane thanked the RAC for their help in the recruitment effort for this year. Dakota’s 
RAC got enough nominations so that we did not have to go out for another round of 
nominations.   
 
Dickinson will be hosting a Collaborative Stewardship of Environmental Issues on May 
28th.  She will send out more information to RAC members. 
 
Bruce Bowman wanted to talk a little bit about the wild horse and burro program – 
especially since the staffers of the senators were present.  The wild horse and burro 
program gives BLM a black eye and needs to be fixed. 
 
Bob Johnson moved and Ray Gilbert Second to adjourn the meeting at 2:21.   

 

 



 
 
 
 
RAC MEETING MINUTES:  
Sturgis, South Dakota: September 23, 2014 
Meade County Offices 
 
 
Attending: 
 

BLM 
 Mark Jacobsen, BLM RAC Coordinator 
 Carmen Drieling, Acting South Dakota Field Manager 
 Diane Friez, Eastern/Montana Dakotas District Manager 
 Rick Rymerson, North Dakota Field Manager 

 
USFS 
 Babete Anderson 

 
Category 1 
 Bruce Bowman 
 Drew Combs 
 Ray Gilbert 
 Vern Timmerman 

 
Category 2 
 Kevin Forrester 
 Branden Bestgen 
 Martin Marchello 

 
Category 3 
 Debra Brown 
 Vernon Bleich 
 Robert Johnson (by phone) 

 
Public  
 Daniel Ainslie – City of Sturgis 
 Bob Burns – Meade School District 
 Gene Stock – City of Sturgis 
 Jan Swenson – Badlands Conservation Alliance 

BLM MONTANA/DAKOTAS  
Dakotas  
Resource Advisory Council 
 
 
 



 Mike McEnroe – North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society 
 
Mark Jacobsen opened the meeting at 8:00 am with: 
 Housekeeping items 
 Ground Rules 
 Introductions 
 Announced this was the last meeting for Martin Marchello & Ellen Reddick 

 
RAC Member presentation:  Kevin Forrester 
 
 Discussion on the proposed Ft. Meade trails project. Motion made by Vernon 

Bleich that the BLM dedicate the resources to complete the Ft. Meade trails 
project; Debra Brown 2nd the motion and all voted in favor.     

 Proposed land exchange/transfer on the school land by the high school:  Bob 
Brown from Sturgis School District talked to the RAC about receiving several 
public comments from their meetings that were previously held.   

BLM indicated that any land exchange that would involve BLM would have to be a 
grass roots effort led by the local community.   

 
RAC Member presentation:  Drew Combs 
 
 Discussed the North Dakota High water mark/mineral estate status; problems 

with the Missouri River and land ownership issues were discussed. Drew 
discussed land and mineral estate swaps.   

 State Representative Chris Harvey talked about the 4901 House Bill which is in 
Congress under consideration which will assist with land exchanges and 
transfers. There were some concerns voiced by various parties regarding the bill.     

 Jan Swenson talked to the RAC about areas where there are still potential 
wilderness areas that need to be protected. Jan also talked about protecting 
these lands from mineral development; and about the potential for lands being 
transferred.  

 Mike McEnroe from the North Dakota Wildlife Society talked about mineral rights 
exchanges and supports the concept and the Bill to protect these lands from 
mineral development. Some private wells (Madison) already exist on these lands; 
these are 20-30 years old.   

 
RAC Member presentation:  Bruce Bowman  
 
 The MT/DKs statewide RAC Meeting report from Aug. 26 was discussed; a 

rancher in Nevada was brought up, along with wild horses. Discussion on issues 
on the process of getting RAC appointments approved, including issues due to 
not enough members attending the meetings. Discussed the Land Exchange at 
Pumpkin Creek in the Miles City Field Office with Eastern Montana RAC member 
Lance Kalfell. Also had some discussion on Sage grouse conservation in 
Montana.   
 



RAC Member presentation:  Kevin Forrester 
 
 Talked about the possible reduction and restructuring of the RAC due to the 15-

17 % BLM personnel reduction by 2017. Currently, there are four RAC’s in the 
BLM Montana/Dakota’s. The State Office is looking at options for RAC 
reconfiguration.   

 Discussed some ideas:  longer terms like 3-4 years per member; stay with the 
current 15 members on each RAC board; do more communication through 
emails, conference calls (The RAC will try one for the discussion on reconfiguring 
RACs in the next month).  Some folks just like the face to face. Should try 
changing the voting procedures so that the RAC is not handicapped by the 
quorum requirements.  Mark will setup Doodle pool and conference call link 
within the next month for a test run of a RAC conference call.   

 Planning 2.0 issue: RACs need feedback from BLM managers to better explain 
the process. State Office 2.0 representative from the State office can be invited 
to be on the conference call and explain some of the process.   
 

Public Comments: 
 
 Gene Stock from Sturgis is thankful to the RAC and Kevin for supporting the trail 

system at Ft. Meade and the city will follow Kevin’s lead on the cities trail system. 
 
 Daniel Ainslie, City Manager of Sturgis supports the trails in the Ft. Meade area.  

Since the October 2013 storm it would be helpful if the BLM would have a 
speedier response in the cleanup of Bear Butte Creek. 
 

USFS presentation: Babete Anderson 
 There are concerns with USFS vacancies due to a variety of reasons; USFS is 

asking Senators to bring the OPM director to North Dakota to assist with these 
issues.   

 Working on some implementation on vegetation projects, also working on the 
Sage grouse amendment.   

 Working with the BLM on some pipeline projects and also working on a project at 
Lake Sakakawea for water development-- this will help with vehicle travel.   

 Jorgen’s Hollow campground proposal is underway with roads, fire pits and 
toilets.   

 Working on getting partnerships/ volunteers to assist with projects.   
 
BLM Briefings: 
 
Rick Rymerson – North Dakota Field Manager 
 An amendment for the plan on Sage grouse is ongoing; waiting for feedback from 

the recent Federal family meeting.   
 Recruitment challenges remain but the NDFO staff has increased; positions are 

being approved but getting them filled remains difficult.  Meeting with the OPM 



Director on Friday, looking for an increased locality/retention pay for the area due 
to the cost of living.    

 Patterson Lake Housing project moving along; it is for new employees until they 
get settled into a permanent home; possibly for 6 months to a year.   

 U.S. Forest Service and the BLM are working together to fill positions that will 
work for both USFS and BLM due to their being co-located in one building.   

 More pipelines are getting proposed for moving oil and gas across Lake 
Sakakawea. 

 Have several coal applications pending; NDFO and the District will process 
these.   

 
Carmen Drieling – Acting South Dakota Field Manager 

Passed out list of items the field office is working on: 
• Planning – Resource Management Plan 
• Oil & Gas Leasing – Oct 2014 lease sale 
• APD’s/Sundry Notices – Continental Resources (2 APD’s) and Z-

Energy (1 Sundry Notice) 
• Forestry – Summit Timber Sale –closing contract, Mountain Pine 

Beetle; Sheep tail Area (behind Deadwood/Lead) – ongoing contract, 
Exemption Area – Recon, marking trees. 

• Range – Range Improvement Projects – Butte County (5 locations for 
livestock water), Meade County – Ft. Meade Fence Contract and Ft. 
Meade Pipeline Contract, Permits Transfers/Renewals – 7 transfers, 
40 renewals (FY 15) 

• Realty – Right of ways (ROW) 30 renewal and two are new. 
• Fire & Fuels – Ft. Meade Prescribed Burn – North Unit (approximately 

400 acres), Contracts – Fuels reduction/Healthy Lands (Old Stone 
Stewardship – Ft. Meade, Alkali & Bear Butte – Ft. Meade, Sugarloaf – 
in conjunction with National Wild Turkey Federation. 

• Weeds – Weed agreements (Butte County – treated 65 acres, Meade 
County – treated 84 acres),  

• SDFO Weed Summer Seasonals – treated 60 acres (Butte, Meade, 
Lawrence, Fall River) 

• Recreation – Ft. Meade Recreation Area – preparing for fall 
(winterizing), Ft. Meade trails environmental Assessment (EA), Hazard 
tree removal. 

• Mining – Abandon Mined lands Assessments. 
• Solid Minerals – Moore Reclamation Plans – Bentonite. 
• Locatable minerals – Dewey Burdock – working on Environmental 

Assessment (MCFO) and GCC Dakota Cement Limestone Mine 
Project. 

 
Diane Friez – Eastern Montana/Dakotas District Manager 
 
 New South Dakota Field Manager (Lori “Chip” Kimball) was chosen to replace 

Marian Atkins and her start date will be in November.   



 Briefing on budget; initial report is that BLM Montana/Dakota’s may be about $3 
million short for FY15, but the budget is still being refined. Currently working with 
other offices within the Montana/Dakotas to fill some vacant positions.   

 
RAC Member Briefings: 
 
Brandon Bestgen – Wanted to talk about what the city manager of Sturgis talked about -
- as a Sturgis City Council President. He was involved with the blizzard and the issue 
that city manager mentioned-- the BLM property that is adjacent to Sturgis-- the creek 
was flooding due to the massive runoff and there was a lot of fear that the trees in the 
creek would cause a flood.   
 
Branden re-iterated that the Sturgis City Manager talked to someone in the Belle 
Fourche office and they stated they didn’t have anyone to take care of it, which is the 
same problem as on the other side of Sturgis with the U.S. Forest Service.  If this were 
to happen again it could be a big issue with Sturgis and the High School.  On a different 
note, he extended a personal invitation to attend an oil & gas conference in Spearfish 
for free as his guest, let him know and he will get you the details. 
 
Ray Gilbert - Talked about the perceived lack of funds but that the Secretary of the 
Interior is giving money to the tribes to adapt to climate change; this could save money 
by DOI not contributing these funds. He stated that a there is a problem with State land 
and the BLM land; hunters aren’t given access to cross private land to get to the BLM 
and State lands, and hunters need to ask permission of private land owners. This could 
be an education issue.  He asked South Dakota State Fish & Game to put that on the 
licenses that they need to get permission from the land owner to get access. He wants 
the BLM to ask the hunters to ask the land owner for permission first, before they 
trespass. 
 
Drew Combs - No further issues to report. 
 
Martin Marchello - Talked about hunting issues and how can BLM make sure the oil 
companies are respecting the land and putting it back the way they found it?   
 
Kevin Forrester - No further comments. 
 
Bruce Bowman - Talked about bonding, and on hunting.  Wild horse/burros issue: We 
(BLM) needs to update the process. He will write a proposal, email proposal to all RAC 
members and ask the RAC for their opinion on the proposal. 
 
Vern Timmerman – Gave some horse issue comments. RAC reconfiguration comment 
was: “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it”, it only cost a little bit of money, but "not too much that 
we can’t have the face to face meetings". 
 
Vernon Bleich – Voiced his concern about domestic sheep on BLM lands and their 
interaction with native Bighorn sheep.  Two years ago he also brought up this issue.  



Received a message today about a virus that killed the Alberta sheep in South Dakota 
but it wasn’t the same virus that killed the transplanted Montana sheep. His RAC 
Reconfiguration comment was that it’s not broken, so nothing needs to be changed. 
 
Debra Brown: Very relieved about having no fires in 2014; concern about noxious 
weeds in southern western Harding County.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 























Dakotas Resource Advisory Council 
Resolution 2014-002 

Purpose: To support the Fort \tlcade Recreation Area Proposed Trail System. 

Resolution: The Dakotas RAC supports the I3lack Hills Trail<;. Fort Meade Recreation Area 
Trail System Proposal. and requests that the BLM initiate nccc~sar)' procedures to implement 
the project. 
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Dakotas Resource Advisory Council 
Resolution 2014-002 

Purpose: To support the Fort \tlcade Recreation Area Proposed Trail System. 

Resolution: The Dakotas RAC supports the I3lack Hills Trail<;. Fort Meade Recreation Area 
Trail System Proposal. and requests that the BLM initiate nccc~sar)' procedures to implement 
the project. 
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