
Bureau of Land Management- Montana/Dakotas State Office 
 

Ecoregional Ethnographic Assessments (Pilot Program) 
 
In response to global climate change, the BLM is developing a “landscape-scale” management approach 
to better understand these challenges and support balanced stewardship of the diverse natural 
resources of the public lands. A landscape approach examines large scale ecoregions to more fully 
recognize natural resource conditions and trends, natural and human influences, and opportunities for 
resource conservation, restoration, and development. The 
approach seeks to identify important ecological values and 
patterns of environmental change that may not be evident 
when managing smaller, local land areas.  The 
consequences of climate change have the potential to 
result in a disproportionate effect upon American Indian 
peoples, particularly with regards to the maintenance of 
their traditional cultural life-ways and religious/ceremonial 
practices.  The adoption of a landscape-scale model or 
approach will provide a unique opportunity to identify 
complex natural resource and cultural resource issues 
which are of importance to tribal governments and the 
people they represent. The ecoregional model may be 
precisely the approach (proactive analysis of appropriate 
scale of scope) needed to address issues involving the 
identification and protection of properties of traditional religious or cultural significance, sacred areas, 
and cultural landscapes.   Information obtained in partnership with tribes, could then be easily 
integrated with other ecoregional efforts, providing a comprehensive baseline with which to evaluate 
and guide future management actions.   

 
Project Goal:        1) initiate a process to identify, document, evaluate, and map places of traditional  
   religious or cultural significance to the tribe;  

  2) identify culturally important plant and animal species, and their associated 
ecosystems, that are critical for the maintenance of Northern Cheyenne culture 
and traditions;  

  3) delineate appropriate conservation elements; and  
  4) assess the potential effects of identified change agents upon identified conservation 

 elements. 
The program emphasis area will be the Northwestern Plains and Middle Rocky Mountain Ecoregions. 
 
Project Timeline:   A draft Scope of Work is currently being prepared and should be finalized in the late 
spring of 2012.  Depending upon the availability of funding it is anticipated that the project would 
commence during the 2013 academic year and be completed by 2015. 
 
Current Partnerships: Bureau of Land Management – Montana/Dakotas, Northern Cheyenne Tribal 
Historic Preservation Office, Chief Dull Knife College, Montana State Historic Preservation Office. 
 

http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blm/mt/blm_programs/tribal_consultation/partnership.Par.61166.File.dat/REEA%20Intro.pdf

