
Billings Field Office

Pompeys Pillar National Monument

Captain William Clark inscribed his name and date 
in the sandstone at Pompeys Pillar in 1806. It is the 
only place along the Lewis & Clark Trail where the 
public can see evidence of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. The visitor center is open from Memo-
rial Day weekend through September. Interpretive 
tours are available as well as wildlife viewing and 
picnicking. Only walk-in access is available outside 
of season dates.

Shepherd Recreation Area

This site is comprised of large open areas of sage-
brush grassland ringed by ponderosa pine and 
junipers. There are excellent opportunities for 
hiking, horseback riding, bicycle riding and cross-
country skiing. A designated off-highway vehicle 
area is on the south end.

Asparagus Point

This site offers access to the Musselshell River and 
opportunities for catfishing and asparagus picking.

Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range

The rugged expanses of the Pryor Mountains are 
home to about 120 wild horses as well as bighorn 
sheep, mule deer and other wildlife. This was the 
first nationally-designated area for wild horses, 
which can typically be seen grazing on the grassy 
slopes. The desert-like country also offers opportu-
nities for hiking, bird watching and backcountry 
driving. High clearance 4x4 vehicles are required 
for the drive. 

Meeteetse Trail Wildlife Viewing Area

Habitats change dramatically from river bottom to 
mountains to arid prairie on this drive south from 
Red Lodge along the east front of the Beartooth 
ountains. The area features large rock spires and 
rolling foothills with aspen groves. Wildlife viewing 
is equally diverse. In addition, hikers can access 
the U.S. Forest Service Face of the Mountain Trail.

Sundance Lodge

This day-use-only area is at the confluence of the 
Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone and Yellowstone 
rivers on the Lewis and Clark and Nez Perce 
National Historic Trails.  Its cottonwood groves, 
meadows and riparian areas are popular for hiking, 
viewing wildlife, horseback riding and picnicking.

Acton Recreation Area

The Acton Recreation Area is approximately 25 
miles northeast of Billings and provides opportuni-
ties for hiking, wildlife viewing and mountain biking. 
The area is closed to target shooting.

Four Dances Natural Area

Hiking and birdwatching are popular activities in 
this day-use area along the Yellowstone River.  Its 
scenic cliffs overlook Billings and the surrounding 
area.

Miles City Field Office

Terry Badlands

These badlands are a mosaic of colorful sandstone 
bridges, spires and buttes formed by wind and 
water erosion over thousands of years.  The area 
offers outstanding opportunities for sightseeing, 
photography, hiking and rock hounding.

Powder River Depot

This site is part of the Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail and was the military depot for General 
Alfred Terry, who had Lt. Col. George Armstrong 
Custer under his command, during his Indian 
campaign. The depot was Custer’s departure point 
on his ill-fated march of 1876 that ended with the 
Battle of the Little Bighorn. It now offers picnicking 
and fishing access to both the Powder and Yellow-
stone rivers.

W.L. Matthews Recreation Wildlife Area

This site is along Jones Creek near the Yellowstone 
River.  It offers opportunities for fishing, bird watch-
ing and picnicking. The developed site includes a 
trail system and is fully accessible.

Moorhead Recreation Site

This scenic area in southeastern Montana along 
the Powder River offers opportunities for sightsee-
ing and hiking. An undeveloped campground is 
also available.

Big Sky Back Country Byway

The byway connects two major travel routes 
(Yellowstone and Missouri rivers) associated with 
the Lewis and Clark journey.  Byway travelers get 
an inside peek at life on eastern Montana’s prairies.

Howrey Island Wildlife Viewing Area

This Yellowstone River island is exceptional for bird 
watching, especially wintering bald eagles. It has a 
developed trail, picnic area, and river fishing 
access.

Public Access
Surface ownership patterns in Montana are highly 
fragmented, and access to public land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management can be difficult in 
some cases. You can only reach public land by way 
of public roads or on routes having public 
easements. Some public land has no public 
access, and access requires the permission of 
adjacent private landowners. Restrictions may keep 
roads from use during critical times of the year to 
protect wildlife, soils and fragile vegetation.

Where there is legal access, lands are open to the 
public. The field offices listed in this publication 
have copies of maps, information on specific 
recreation opportunities such as camping, fishing, 
snowmobiling, or hunting, and information on land 
ownership and laws regarding land use.

Montana law requires permission from the 
landowner to enter posted private lands. It is 
always good practice to ask first to enter private 
lands whether posted or not. The best way to have 
a successful outing is to check with the nearest 
BLM office and get access information in advance.

Motorized, wheeled cross-country travel is 
prohibited. Stay on existing roads and trails.

Cross-country travel by motorized, wheeled 
vehicles is prohibited yearlong on lands 
administered by the BLM and Forest Service. 
Please stay on existing travel routes. Designated 
intensive use areas are exempt. The purpose of 
these restrictions is to protect riparian areas, 
wetlands, crucial wildlife habitat, threatened or 
endangered species, soils and vegetation, aquatic 
resources, and to reduce user conflicts. Please 
contact your local BLM or Forest Service office for 
other exceptions or restrictions.

Welcome to Montana
From its rolling plains to its rugged mountains, Montana provides unlimited opportunities for recreation. The 
Bureau of Land Management administers 8 million acres for your enjoyment. Some of the most breathtaking 

scenery and unique, quality recreational opportunities are here. From vast, pristine vistas to historic ghost 
towns, wildlife viewing areas to primitive hunting ranges, blue ribbon trout streams to whitewater rapids, and 

from wilderness areas to developed recreation sites, opportunities abound. All public lands are open for 
recreational use unless otherwise posted. Please remember that these lands also have other uses such as 

livestock grazing and mineral development.

For more information about recreating on public lands in Montana, contact any of the following 
Bureau of Land Management offices:

Montana State Office
5001 Southgate Drive
Billings, MT  59101-4669
Telephone: (406) 896-5000
Federal Information Relay 
Service:  1-800-877-8339

Billings Field Office
5001 Southgate Drive
Billings, MT  59101
Telephone: (406) 896-5013

Lewistown Field Office
920 NE Main Street
Lewistown, MT  59457-1160
Telephone: (406) 538-1900

Malta Field Office
501 South 2nd Street East
Malta, MT  59538-0047
Telephone: (406) 654-5100

Havre Field Office
3990 Highway 2 West
Havre, MT  59501 
Telephone: (406) 262-2820

Glasgow Field Office
5 Lasar Drive
Glasgow, MT  59230
Telephone: (406) 228-3750

Miles City Field Office
111 Garryowen Road
Miles City, MT  59301-0940
Telephone: (406) 233-2800

Butte Field Office
106 North Parkmont
Butte, MT  59701
Telephone: (406) 533-7600

Dillon Field Office
1005 Selway Drive
Dillon, MT  59725
Telephone: (406) 683-8000

Missoula Field Office
3255 Fort Missoula Road
Missoula, MT  59804
Telephone: (406) 329-3914

National Historic Trails

Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail

The Lewis and Clark Expedition was one of the 
most dramatic and significant episodes in the 
history of the United States. Today you can follow 
the footsteps of Lewis and Clark, exploring the 
route they traveled and reliving the adventure. 
Montana BLM cares for about 300 miles along the 
National Historic Trail, including nationally 
significant Lewis and Clark landmarks and trail 
segments such as the Pompeys Pillar and Upper 
Missouri River Breaks National Monuments.

Nez Perce National Historic Trail

A portion of the 1,100-mile route the Nez Perce 
traveled as they fled Idaho for Canada passes 
through Montana. The Nez Perce surrendered 
north of Montana’s Bears Paw Mountains just south 
of the Canadian border. A large segment of the 
route runs between Winifred and Chinook, crossing 
the Upper Missouri National Wild and Scenic River 
at Cow Island.

Upper Missouri River 
Breaks National Monument
920 NE Main Street
Lewistown, MT  59457-1160
Telephone: (406) 538-1900

Fort Benton River Manage-
ment Station and 
Upper Missouri River 
Breaks National Monument 
Interpretive Center
701 7th Street
Fort Benton, MT 59442
Telephone: (406-622-4000)

www.blm.gov/mt/st/en.html

facebook:  BLMMontana

Other Recreational 
Opportunities
The Montana/Dakotas BLM also administers 
recreational lands in western North and South 
Dakota. Please contact the Dickinson, N.D., office 
at 701-227-7700 or the Belle Fourche, S.D., office 
at 605-892-7000 for more information.



Lewistown Field Office

Fort Benton River Management Station 
and Upper Missouri River Breaks 
National Monument Interpretive Center

The BLM Interpretive Center at Fort Benton 
provides information about the historic sites and 
recreation opportunities along the Upper Missouri 
National Wild and Scenic River. Winter and 
summer hours vary; please call for details. 

Upper Missouri River Breaks National 
Monument

This 375,000-acre national monument includes the 
149-mile Upper Missouri National Wild and Scenic 
River.  The monument was designated to preserve 
the scenic and historic values of the Missouri River 
corridor and sites associated with the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition. Visitors can enjoy scenic vistas that 
remain as first described by Lewis and Clark in their 
1805-1806 journals. This entire stretch of the river 
is a designated watchable wildlife viewing area that 
includes six wilderness study areas.

Coal Banks Landing

A major boating access point to the Upper Missouri 
National Wild and Scenic River, this site also offers 
camping, picnicking and fishing.

Decision Point

The Lewis and Clark Expedition camped here at 
the junction of the Marias and Missouri rivers from 
June 2-12, 1805, while the Captains decided on the 
best route to the Rockies. A kiosk, overlook and 
walking trail enhance the site.

Wood Bottom Recreation Area

The Richard E. Wood Wildlife Viewing Area and 
Decision Point are within this 2,300-acre area at the 
confluence of the Marias and Missouri rivers near 
Loma. It offers excellent opportunities for hiking, 
viewing wildlife, hunting and fishing with boating 
access to the Upper Missouri River National Wild 
and Scenic River and the Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail.

Judith Landing

The campground and boat ramp are on the Upper 
Missouri National Wild and Scenic River at the PN 
Bridge, a major river crossing between Big Sandy 
on the north and Winifred on the south. 

Woodhawk Recreation Area

This area provides public access to the Upper 
Missouri National Wild and Scenic River and the 
Lewis and Clark and Nez Perce National Historic 
Trails. It also offers fishing, floating and hiking 
opportunities as well as historic sites.

James Kipp Recreation Area

Located along the Lewis and Clark National Historic 
Trail and within the Charles M. Russell National 
Wildlife Refuge, this 34-site campground provides 
access to the Upper Missouri National Wild and 
Scenic River and Fort Peck Lake.

Missouri Breaks Back Country Byway

This route begins east of Winifred and is one of the 
most spectacular and diverse components of the 
Back Country Byways system. Scenic vistas reveal 
unique geological formations, turn-of-the-century 
homesteads and overviews of the Upper Missouri 

National Wild and Scenic River. Portions of this 
route parallel the Nez Perce National Historic Trail. 
This road becomes impassable when wet.

Judith Mountains Recreation Area

Scenic overlooks provide outstanding 360-degree 
views of mountains and prairies. Camping, hiking, 
biking and spelunking are all possible activities. 
The five-mile Collar Peak Loop Trail provides 
photographic opportunities for the hiker or biker.

Limekiln Canyon

This canyon is on the west flank of the Judith 
Mountains. A 2-mile hiking/biking trail leads to the 
Lewistown Overlook on a ridge top. This scenic 

point provides a panoramic view of the Big Spring 
Creek Valley and the community of Lewistown. The 
first quarter mile of the trail is fully accessible.  

Rocky Mountain Front Outstanding 
Natural Areas

Four parcels of public land along the Rocky Moun-
tain Front west of Choteau are designated as 
Outstanding Natural Areas for their spectacular 
scenery and wildlife habitat.

Lowry Bridge

This recreation site is along the Sun River between 
Augusta and Simms. It offers opportunities for 
picnicking, fishing and overnight camping.

Gilmore Cabin

This undeveloped recreation site is in a remote 
upland area of the Upper Missouri River Breaks 
National Monument near the Nez Perce National 
Historic Trail and adjacent to the Cow Creek Area 
of Critical Environmental Concern. This road 
becomes impassable when wet.

Havre/Malta/Glasgow 
Field Offices

Fishing Reservoirs

The north-central part of the state has numerous 
reservoirs ranging in size from one to several 
acres. Primary species are rainbow trout and 
largemouth bass.

BR-12 Wildlife Viewing Area

This 200-acre prairie marsh surrounded by open 
grasslands is a great place to view ducks, geese, 
several species of hawks, and songbirds.

Reser Reservoir

Large mouth bass and rainbow trout inhabit this 
fishing reservoir northeast of Havre.

Farassen Park

This recreation site is five miles northwest of 
Glasgow along the Milk River. Picnicking and bird 
watching are popular activities.

Bitter Creek Wildlife Viewing Area

This area is great for hiking in both rugged bad-
lands and open plains. Visitors see deer, antelope, 
sharp-tailed grouse, waterfowl and hawks.

Montana Gulch

This camping and picnicking area in the Little 
Rocky Mountains is north of gold mines that oper-
ated in Landusky and Zortman.

Little Rockies Wildlife Viewing Area

This heavily timbered, isolated mountain range 
rises abruptly from the surrounding plains, provid-
ing habitat for a unique mix of mountain and prairie 
wildlife.

Camp Creek

The scenic Little Rocky Mountains provide the 
backdrop for this secluded picnicking and camping 
area. The area is rich in old west history and valu-
able mineral deposits. Gold mining began here in 
the mid-1880s.

Missoula Field Office

Garnet Back Country Byway

The 12-mile Garnet Range Back Country Byway 
begins at State Highway 200 about 30 miles east of 
Missoula and climbs 2,000 feet through the scenic 
Garnet Mountains to Garnet Ghost Town.

Garnet Ghost Town

This well-preserved ghost town offers a glimpse of 
life in an 1890s gold mining camp. The visitor 
center, open daily from June through September, 
has information about 19th century life here. Winter 
access is only by snowmobile or skiing. Two rental 
cabins are available.

Garnet National Winter Recreation Trails

More than 100 miles of trails, including the 32-mile 
Garnet National Winter Recreation Trail, wind 
through this popular winter sports area. Trails are 
open for snowmobiling and cross-country skiing.

Rattler Gulch Limestone Cliffs

This unique area is valued for its geology. Easy 
access to the site and its geologic features make 
this a popular rock climbing area.

Upper Blackfoot River

The Upper Blackfoot River provides opportunities 
for fishing, non-motorized floating, camping and 
nature watching. The Blackfoot Valley is also home 
to a wide variety of plants and animals, including 
grizzly bears, bighorn sheep, moose, elk, osprey, 
bald eagles and songbirds.

B
LM



Dillon Field Office
Bear Trap Canyon Wilderness Area

The Bear Trap Canyon is one of four units of the 
Lee Metcalf Wilderness created in 1983. It was the 
first designated wilderness area managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management. The 1,500-foot cliffs 
that border the canyon provide a dramatic backdrop 
for nature study, hiking, fishing and white-water 
rafting. Two trails provide access to the 6,000-acre 
wilderness area, including the nine-mile Bear Trap 
Canyon National Recreation Trail.

Lower Madison Recreation Area

This eight-mile stretch of public land along the 
Madison River is valued for its blue ribbon trout 
fishery, outstanding scenery, and cultural/ historical 
significance. It is also a popular migration corridor 
for raptors, waterfowl and song birds. Recreation 
opportunities include hiking, camping, picnicking, 
fishing, floating, climbing and relaxing. Numerous 
recreation sites and facilities throughout the corri-
dor provide access to the river, including camping, 
picnicking and group use.  

Ruby Creek and Palisades Recreation Areas

These two recreation areas are along the upper 
Madison River south of Ennis. They provide a great 
base camp for fishing the famous Madison, or to 

relax and enjoy the outstanding scenery. Each site 
has a campground and boat launch, picnic tables, 
fire pits, restrooms, drinking water and is univer-
sally accessible. Ruby Creek Campground has 22 
campsites and can accommodate larger campers 
and RVs. Palisades Campground has seven camp-
sites and is best for smaller RVs, campers and 
tents.  

Continental Divide National Scenic Trail

This segment of the trail winds through the Centen-
nial Mountains from Monida to Red Rock Pass. The 
trail passes through some of the most scenic 
country in southwestern Montana. Recreational 
activities include hiking, backpacking, horseback 
riding, camping, hunting and photography.

Big Sheep Back Country Byway

Passing beneath the high rock cliffs of Big Sheep 
Creek Canyon, you can look down into the clear, 
deep pools of spring-fed Big Sheep Creek. Bighorn 
sheep, deer, and elk can often be spotted in the 
mornings and evenings. 

The 50-mile two-lane gravel road has a short 
stretch of one-lane dirt surface where extra caution 
is needed. Road conditions vary dramatically, from 
very good to impassable, depending on the 
weather. From the south, the route passes the high 
rock cliffs of Big Sheep Creek Canyon. The byway 
then enters a long valley bounded by the Bitterroot 
Range and Tendoy Mountains. Side roads lead to 
mountains and excellent hiking opportunities.

Kobayashi Beach

This day-use area on the north shore of Ennis Lake 
offers opportunities for picnicking, swimming, 
boating, waterskiing and fishing.

Ruby Reservoir

Located on the eastern shore of Ruby Reservoir, 
this campground provides access to fishing, boat-
ing, waterskiing and camping.

Axolotl Lakes

This picturesque land of numerous small lakes, 
grasslands, meadows and forests offers excellent 
opportunities for horseback riding, hiking, fishing, 
cross-country skiing, snowmobiling and wildlife 
observation. Cabin rental is also available.

Butte Field Office

Humbug Spires

Visitors to Humbug Spires can enjoy rock climbing, 
hiking and geologic sightseeing among unusual 
200 to 600-foot limestone formations. A two-mile 
trail starts at the parking area and winds along the 
creek through an old growth forest.

Carbella

This fishing access site is on the scenic upper 
Yellowstone River north of Yellowstone National 
Park.

Big Hole River

The 73-mile stretch of the Big Hole River flowing 
through this area offers blue ribbon trout fishing and 
excellent float boating. Picnicking, camping and 
boat launch facilities are in picturesque settings. 
BLM manages 11 sites along this segment of the 
river. See map for locations.

Divide Bridge

This popular fishing area is about two miles west of 
Divide on the Big Hole River.

Dickie Bridge

Dickie Bridge, another popular fishing area on the 
Big Hole River, is about seven miles west of Wise 
River.

Jerry Creek

Day-use facilities and a boat launch enhance this 
access point on the Big Hole River.

East Bank

Excellent fishing and floating opportunities are 
available at this access point on the Big Hole River.

Toston Dam

This area offers two recreation sites above and 
below the dam on the Upper Missouri River and the 
Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail.

Devil’s Elbow Recreation Area

This fully-developed campground on Hauser Lake 
offers 44 camping units, RV hookups, boat dock, 
boat slips, swimming area and access to fishing 
and boating on Hauser Lake. It is on the Lewis & 
Clark National Historic Trail.

Clark’s Bay

Swimming and picnicking are popular activities at 
this day-use area on Hauser Lake. It is connected 
to Devil’s Elbow via a non-motorized trail.

Holter Lake Recreation Site

Holter Lake offers outstanding fishing, boating, 
swimming and camping in a spectacular mountain 
setting. Developed facilities include an overnight 
camping area, swimming beach, boat ramp, docks 
and accessible fishing walkway.

Log Gulch Recreation Site

This 90-unit campground on the east side of Holter 
Lake offers camping, picnicking, boating, fishing 
and sightseeing.

Departure Point

Departure Point is just south of Log Gulch.  This 
site features fishing, swimming, camping and 
sightseeing in a spectacular mountain setting.

Sleeping Giant

The Sleeping Giant Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern was designated in 1984 to preserve its 
scenic, wildlife and recreation values. This area on 
the west shore of Holter Lake is recommended for 
wilderness designation. There are two trailheads 
available via the Woodsiding Road. The lower 
(Woodsiding) is for horse riders and is open from 
5/15 to 12/2. The upper (Sleeping Giant) is for 
hikers and is open 6/15 to 12/2.

Holter Dam Recreation Site

This Missouri River campground is just below 
Holter Dam. Visitors can camp, fish or boat.

Use, Share and Appreciate

• Public lands are your lands. Please treat them 
accordingly.

• Use common sense.
• Pack out what you pack in.
• Leave the area as undisturbed as possible.
• Do not collect or excavate any archaeological 

artifacts. 
• Leave all gates as you found them. Abide by all 

signs and posted areas.
• Know where you are and tell others where you 

will be.
• Always keep safety in mind.
• Enjoy your time on public lands. Take only 

pictures and leave only your footprints.

Tread Lightly

Travel only where permitted
Respect the rights of others
Educate yourself
Avoid streams, meadows, wildlife, and other 

sensitive areas and living things
Drive and travel responsibly

How to use this guide . . .

This guide is designed to be your first stop on an 
exciting adventure on your public lands. Some of 
Montana BLM’s most important recreation areas in 
the state are highlighted. Use the number listed for 
each site on the map when you refer to the chart 
that indicates amenities at each site. Remember, 
there are many other recreational opportunities as 
well.

This side of the guide gives a more detailed 
description of many special areas around the state. 
For more information, contact the appropriate field 
office. Separate brochures are available for many 
areas, and the field office staff will be happy to 
assist you. Office addresses and phone numbers 
are listed in this guide.

BLM/MT/MA-02/013 Rev. 2011
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MISSOULA FIELD OFFICE
 1 Thibodeau Campground

 2 Blackfoot River

 3 Garnet Back Country Byway

 4 Garnet Ghost Town

 5 Garnet National Winter Recreation Trails

 6 Rattler Gulch Limestone Cliffs ACEC

BILLINGS FIELD OFFICE

MILES CITY FIELD OFFICE

HAVRE/MALTA/GLASGOW FIELD OFFICES
DILLON FIELD OFFICE

LEWISTOWN FIELD OFFICE

Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument

23 French Bar

24 Spokane Hills South

25 John G. Mine

26 Head Lane

27 Tumbleweed Drive

28 Sheep Mountain

29 Ohio Gulch

30 Galena Gulch

31 Crimson Bluff

32 Crow Creek

33 Radersburg

34 Toston Dam

35 Lower Toston Dam

36 Lombard

37 Pintlar Creek

38 Sawlog Gulch

39 Big Hole River

40 Bryant Creek

41 East Bank

42 Dickie Bridge

43 Titan Gulch

44 Jerry Creek Bridge

45 Upper Divide Bridge

46 Sawmill Gulch

47 Divide Campground

48 Maiden Rock East

49 Moose Creek

50 Humbug Spires

 

51 Four Corners OHV

52 Whiskey Gulch

53 Pipestone

54 Ringing Rocks

55 Sheep Camp

56 Buffalo Hump

57 Carbella

 76 Decision Point

 77 Wood Bottom Recreation Area

 78 Coal Banks Landing

 79 Judith Landing

 80 Gilmore Cabin

 81 Woodhawk Recreation Area

 82 Missouri Breaks Back Country Byway

 83 James Kipp Recreation Area

 84 Reser Reservoir
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 87 PR-54
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 93 Camp Creek
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110 Pryor Mountain National Wild Horse Range
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115 Acton Recreation Area
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117 Howrey Island Wildlife Viewing Area

118 Moorhead Recreation Site

119 Dean S. Reservoir

120 Strawberry Hill Recreation Area

121 W. L. Matthews Recreation Wildlife Area

122 Powder River Depot

123 Terry Badlands

124 Terry OHV Area

125 Glendive Short Pine OHV Area

126 Big Sky Back Country Byway

127 Lewis & Clark Bridge

58 Ruby Reservoir

59 Lower Madison Recreation Area

60 Bear Trap National Recreation Trail

61 Kobayashi Beach

62 Bear Trap Canyon Wilderness Area

63 Clute’s Landing

64 Upper Bear Trap Canyon Recreation Area

65 Axolotl Lakes

66 Ruby Creek Recreation Area

67 Palisades Recreation Area

68 Big Sheep Creek Back Country Byway

69 Centennial Mountains

70 Continental Divide National Scenic Trail

71 Ear Mountain ONA and Trailhead

72 Lowry Bridge

73 Limekiln Canyon Trail

74 Collar Peak Trail 

75 Fort Benton River Mgmt. Station & Upper Missouri River Breaks Nat’l Monument Interp. Center 

  

BUTTE FIELD OFFICE
 7 Holter Dam

 8 Holter Lake

9 Woodsiding
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21 Spokane Bay Trailhead
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