Year 2011 Inventory Unit Number/Name: Meeteetse Spires

[EEE————

FORM 1

DOCUMENTATION OF BLM WILDERNESS INVENTORY FINDINGS ON

RECORD:

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness inventory information on all or part of
this area?

No__ X (Go to Form 2) Yes (if more than one unit is within
the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):
a) Inventory Source:

b) Inventory Unit Name(s)/Number(s):__

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s):

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wildermness characteristics (if more than
one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer each
question individually for each inventory unit):

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics':
Inventory Source: None Previous

Unit#/ Size Natural Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Name (historic | Condition? | Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
acres) Y/N Y/N Unconfined Y/N
Recreation?
Y/N
NOT
PREVIOUSLY
INVENTORIED




FORM 2

DOCUMENTATION OF CURRENT WILDERNESS INVENTORY
CONDITIONS

a. Unit Number/Name _ Meeteetse Spires (MT-0100-01)

(1) Is the unit of sufficient size?
Yes __ X No

Note: During initial Wilderness inventory a preliminary staff review
identified these lands as meeting the size requirement (over 5,000
acres) but probably mostly lacking naturainess due to the presence of
roads, and lacking opportunity for solitude and primitive recreation
on most of the lands due to lack of topography and vegetation
screening. However, it was noted that a small portion of the area did
have potential for further in-depth evaluation, if some private lands
were acquired. Subsequent to private land acquisition in 2009, this
and the larger BLM lands are the area which is the subject of the
following formal review and analysis as a Wilderness Character
Inventory Unit:

The lands have never been formally inventoried for their wilderness
character. One parcel of lands (560 acres) was acquired by the BLM
in 2009 (DOI-BLM-MT-C010-2009-0042 EA). A portion of the
remainder of the unit is located within the Meeteetse Spires ACEC
(960) acres, established in 1999 for protection and enhancement of the
rare plant Shoshona pulvina, hazardous cliffs, and the scenic values of
the spires. Additional portions are public lands located north, south
and east of the ACEC and the recently acquired land parcel. They
total approximately 18,940.8 acres in size

The public lands are adjacent to National Forest lands managed as
the “Line Creek Research Natural Area”, a Forest Service “Roadless
Area” with roadless prescriptions but not recommended by the FS for
potential Wilderness designation.

The boundaries are as follows: The western boundary is a
combination of private lands and National Forest Service; the
southern and northern boundaries are private lands and Montana
State lands, and the eastern boundary is private lands. The southern
boundary is also the Wyoming/Montana State line. See attached map
for details.



DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT CONDITIONS:

The area is located on the base of the eastern slope of the Beartooth
Mountains, approximately 5 miles southeast of the community of Red
Lodge Montana. The terrain rises steeply from 5,600 feet to 7,200 feet
in the distance of less than 1.5 miles. The Meeteetse Spires, the main
geological formation in the area, are formed by a tilted layer of
sedimentary rocks at the edge of the Beartooth Uplift and are
remnants of upturned Madison Limestone.

The area is in the rain shadow of the Beartooth Mountains and
exhibit an extremely abrupt change in annual precipitation from 26
inches along the west side of the unit to 6 inches less than one mile to
the east of the spires.

The lower slopes are a combination of communities of Limber Pine
and Douglas Fire; Limber Pine and Rocky Mountain Juniper;
montane riparian forest; and Douglass Fir forests with Lodgepole
Pine near the USFS boundary. There is some evidence of blister rust
and mountain pine beetle kill, but the vast majority of the timber in
the area is healthy. The lower slopes between the timbered region and
the eastern boundary are a sagebrush/grassland vegetation complex
which has a gentler rolling slope eastwards towards the Clark’s Fork
of the Yellowstone River.

The public lands south of the recently acquired parcel have been
proposed for possible ACEC designation for cultural concerns in at
least one Alternative (the preferred Alternative) in the new Billings
FO RMP. Under FLPMA, establishment of ACECs for resource
concerns is a priority.

A small hunting cabin, constructed in 2007 by the previous private
landowner, is located in the recently acquired parcel. It is used under
BLM permission for research purposes by Rocky Mountain College.
It is located in T. 8 S. R. 20 E., Section 35.

The vehicle route to the cabin is maintained only by passage of vehicle
and would be maintained only in emergency, not for access, but for
natural resource protection if it causes severe erosion. This route ends
almost at the Forest Service boundary. It is approximately 1.5 miles in
length. The route itself is open for administrative use only and has a
gate on it at the Montana State land boundary. See map.

There are three Montana State land parcels which are either edge
holdings or inholdings.



There are six separate inholdings present, which vary in size. Several
have been subdivided for development purposes.

The acquired lands and the ACEC are managed as Visual Resource
Management (VRM) Class I1. The management objective of this class
is to maintain the scenic quality and landscape character. The class
does provide for very minimal development but the change should be
very low and not attract casual observer attention,

The remainder of the lands is managed as VRM Class I11. The
management objective of these lands is to partially maintain the
existing landscape while providing for surface disturbing activities.

There is a commercial recreation operator conducting activities in the
area under permit to the BLM and licensed by the State of Montana.
The commercial operator brings international, national, and regional
clients to the area. General recreational use levels are considered to be
low although most of the information is anecdotal. Most activities are
hunting and sightseeing. The BLM has a small primitive staging area
(a small parking lot) located at T 8 S., R 20 E., Section 35/36.

The area is identified as being part of the general Grove Creek region
as containing high religious values.

The Meeteetse Trail Road, a county maintained dirt road, enters the
unit from the north and continues southerly through a Montana State
land parcel, public and private lands. There are 189 vehicle route
segments totaling 65.4 miles.

The acquisition lands are not grazed commercially due to very
shallow soils. The rest of the proposed area is located in portions of 4
grazing allotments (5229, 5233, 5225, and 5203) which have
development associated with them, including fence lines, watering
sites, and motorized routes used on at least an occasional and regular
basis.

There is a 50 foot wide Forest Service Hiking trail (ROW 71926),
located in T. 8 S., R 20 E., Section 27. It crosses the unit from east to

west. The actual trail tread width as constructed varies but is not as
wide as the ROW.

Some of the lands have been previously leased for potential oil and
gas development, although there has been no development.



(2) Is the unit in a natural condition?
Yes _ X No_ X N/A

Description:

The Meeteetse Spires Trail and several other vehicle routes which
have been determined to be roads bisect portions of the unit into
separate parcels. These are identified on the field map, in the road
inventory files, and described here:

Parcel A: 23.4 acres in size. Isolated from the rest of unit by Meeteetse
Trail, less than 5,000 acres in size and thus lack wilderness character.
This parcel will not be considered further.

Parcel B: 977 acres in size. Isolated from the rest of unit by Meeteetse
Trail and a vehicle route determined to be a road, less than 5,000
acres in size and thus lack wilderness character. This parcel will not
be considered further.

Parcel C: 373 acres in size. Isolated from the rest of unit by Meeteetse
Trail and a vehicle route determined to be a road, less than 5,000
acres in size and thus lack wilderness character. This parcel will not
be considered further.

Parcel D: 87 acres in size. Isolated from the rest of unit by a vehicle
route determined to be a road, less than 5,000 acres in size and thus
lacks wilderness character. This parcel will not be considered further.

Parcel E: 3,841 acres in size. Isolated from the rest of unit by a vehicle
route determined to be a road, less than 5,000 acres in size and thus
lacks wilderness character. Additionally, the parcel has a number of
other vehicle determined to be roads or vehicle routes which receive
routine use, lacks vegetation and topographical screening. This parcel
will not be considered further.

Parcel F: 356 Acres in size. Isolated from the rest of unit by a vehicle
route determined to be a road, less than 5,000 acres in size and thus
lacks wilderness character. This parcel will not be considered further.

Parcel G: A very small parcel of 0.6 acres in size in a corner of the
unit isolated by Meeteetse Road from the rest of the public lands. It is
less than 5,000 acres in size. This parcel will not be considered
further. ‘

Parcel H: Approximately 2.9 acres in size in a corner of the unit and
isolated from the rest of the unit by a vehicle roué determined to be a



road. It is less than 5,000 acres in size and lack wilderness character.
This parcel will not be considered further.

Parcel I: Approximately 10,809 acres in size. This large, central
region of the unit has a number of vehicle routes which are somewhat
noticeable and used on at least an occasional basis, as well as most of
the private land inholdings. Several range developments and their
access routes are also visible from a distance due to topography and
lack of vegetation screening. This parcel will not be considered
further.

Parcel J: The remainder of the unit, approximately 2,149 acres along
the west side of the unit, has man-made facilities and structures which
are substantially unnoticeable and which do not detract from the
surrounding environment. Vehicle routes #2 and #3 are minor,
naturally rehabbing, and do not substantially attract casual attention.
Vehicle route #1, the route to the cabin, is not open to the public
except as a non-motorized trail. It is visible within the view shed of the
canyon which it goes up, however.

There is a primitive vehicle route in the southern portion of the unit,
running north westerly. It dead-ends at the Forest Service boundary
and is approximately 1 mile in length. It is not maintained by the
BLM and is not being used. It is identified as vehicle route #2 in the
Road Analysis Forms.

There is a primitive vehicle route in the south central portion of the
unit, running west, apparently constructed at one time for range or
timber access. It is approximately (.25 miles in length and dead-ends
near the south eastern corner of the recently acquired private lands. It
is not maintained by the BLM. It is not being used. It is identified as
vehicle route #3 in the Road Analysis Forms.

(3) Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been
excluded due to unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have
outstanding opportunities for solitude?

Yes X No N/A

Parcel J: There are both vegetation and topography screening present
and the extent which enhance the feeling of solitude. Use levels are
very low and not expected to rise significantly anytime in the
foreseeable future and the expectation of meeting someone is very low.
There are minimal vehicle routes within the area itself, and
Alternatives in the new RMP include possible closure of these routes



as well, although no decision has been made. The amount of human
interactions is low and evidence of ether users is minimal.

(4) Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been
excluded due to unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have
outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes _ X No N/A
Description:

There are natural attractions in Parcel J of the unit which have
outstanding primitive recreational epportunities, which include the
Meeteetse Spires and other local geological formations. There are
limited numbers of primitive motorized vehicle routes which may be
used for non motorized access. The FS trails (both designated and
non-designated) on public lands within the unit are non-motorized.
The terrain is challenging and more visitor risk is assumed to be
present. Self reliance is necessary.

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values?
Yes _ X No N/A
Description:

The land in Parcel J is considered significant for the presence of a
rare plant species, Shoshona pulvinita, which is known in only three
locations in Montana and twelve locations world-wide. It is not a
federal species candidate for federal listing, but is a BLM sensitive
plant species.

Parcel J includes the lands already designated as the Meeteetse Spires
ACEC.

Additionally, the lands are within the Yellowstone Grizzly Bear
Recovery Zone and critical habitat for the Canada Lynx. There are
nesting Peregrine Falcons in the rock spires. A wolf pack was
eliminated from the area after preying on livestock, but the area is
known habitat.

In discussions between the Crow Nation and the BL.LM in 2003, there
was interest in having at least some of the area established as a
Traditional Cultural Property District if there was threat of
development. At the time, the BLM could not insure protection of the



area outside of the ACEC, and the Crow Nation was unwilling to
disclose any information unless the resources could be protected.

Summary of Findings and Conclusion

Unit Name and Number: _ Meeteetse Spires MT-0010-01

Summary
Results of Analysis:

1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? X _Yes No

Of the entire Unit, only the lands in parcel J are considered to have wilderness
characteristics, and these do not meet the size criteria, However, the boundary
does provide the opportunity to manage it as a separate unit, so the Staff feels
that the exemption criteria apply. The boundary is set as being the Forest
Service/ BLM on the west, private lands on the south, and the east has a
combination of Montana State lands and the Meeteetsee Road, vehicle the north
boundary is private lands.

2. Does the area appear to be natural? X Yes  No

The lands have minimal intrusions, as noted above, and are substantially in a
natural condition.

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and
unconfined type of recreation? X Yes  No NA

There is abundant vegetation screening and topographical aspects which taken
together with minimal vehicle use and general low use numbers offers
challenging recreational opportunities for hiking, climbing, and hunting,

4. Does the area have supplemental values? ~ X Yes _ No NA

The lands possess the following significant resources: wildlife, plant, geology,
scenery and possibly cultural.

Conclusion
Check One:

__X___ The area—or a portion of the area—has wilderness character.

A portion of the unit, Parcel J, has wilderness characteristics






Lands with Wilderness Character: 2,149 acres

Note: the vehicle route leading to the BLM cabin (vehicle route #1) and the
immediate area surrounding the cabin (approximately 3 acres in size) will be
cherry-stemmed from the unit as well, for administrative purposes and since
they are existing intrusive impacts. This will further enhance the wilderness
character of the unit by removing the major human intrusion in the unit.
X the area does not have wilderness character.

A portion of the unit, parcels A-1, do not possess wilderness characteristics

Lands without Wilderness Character: 16,791.4 acres
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