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USDA - FOREST SERVICE 
 

THREATENED, ENDANGERED, AND SENSITIVE 
PLANT OR ANIMAL SPECIES LEASE NOTICE 

 
The lease area may contain threatened and endangered species or habitat necessary for the 
continued existence of threatened, proposed, candidate or endangered species which are protected 
by the 1973 Endangered Species Act, as amended (16 USC 1531 et seq.) and implementing 
regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.).  The lease area may also contain habitat or species, which may 
require protective measures to prevent them from being listed as threatened or endangered; or 
result in a loss of viability or biological diversity  
(36 CFR 219.19 or 219.26).  A biological evaluation of the leased lands may be required prior to 
surface disturbance to determine if endangered, threatened, proposed, candidate or sensitive plant 
or animal species or their habitat are present and to identify needed mitigation measures.  Prior to 
under taking any surface-disturbing activities on the lands covered by this lease, the lessee or 
operator shall: 

 
1. Contact the Forest Service to determine if a biological evaluation is required.  The Forest 
Service is responsible for ensuring that the leased land is examined through a biological 
evaluation, prior to undertaking any surface-disturbing activities, to determine effects upon 
any plant or animal species listed or proposed for listing as threatened, endangered, or a 
sensitive species. 
 
2.  The lessee or operator may choose to conduct the evaluation on the leased lands at their 
discretion and cost.  This biological evaluation must be done by or under the supervision of a 
qualified biologist/botanist approved by the Forest Service.  An acceptable report must be 
provided to the Forest Service identifying the anticipated effects of a proposed action on 
endangered, threatened, proposed, candidate or sensitive species.  An acceptable biological 
evaluation is to be submitted to the Forest Service for review and approval no later than that 
time when an otherwise complete application for permit to drill or subsequent surface-
disturbing operation is submitted. 
 
3. Implement mitigation measures required by the Forest Service.  Mitigation may include the 
relocation of proposed lease-related activities or other protective measures.  The findings of 
the biological evaluation, analysis and consultation may result in restrictions to the operator's 
plans or even disallow use and occupancy to comply with the 1973 Endangered Species Act 
(as amended), threatened and endangered species regulations and Forest Service statutes and 
regulations. 

 
If endangered, threatened, proposed, candidate or sensitive plant or animal species are discovered 
in the area after any required biological evaluation has concluded, an evaluation will be conducted 
to assess the effect of ongoing and proposed activities.  Based on the conclusion drawn in the 
evaluation, additional restrictions or prohibitions may be imposed to protect the species or their 
habitats. 
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