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SentVia Facsimile 406-896-5292and US. Mail

November22, 2010

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
MontanaStateOffice
5001 SouthgateDrive
Billings? Montana59101-4669

Re: ProtestandObjectionto December9, 2010LeaseSalefor ParcelNumber12-10-27
MIM 100900;MTM 79010-Si

To WhomIt May Concern:

Pursuantto 43 CFR3120.1-3,NoraHohenloheandChristianHohenlohetogether,
"Hohenlohes",whom we represent,areherebyprotestingandobjectingto the inclusionof
ParcelNumber 12-10-27MTM 100900;MTM 79010-SIin theoil andgasleasesale scheduled
for December9, 2010. As your recordsindicate,theHohenlobesarethe surfaceownersofa
portionof the landnamelysections12 and 14 overlayingParcelNumber12-10-27"Parcel".
The Hohenlohesare alsoobjectingto the inclusionofcontiguousparcelstogetherwith Parcel,
"Parcels"in the salegiven the impactthe inclusion will causeto theHohenlohe’sfeeproperty,
lifestyle and the entirewildlife area.For the reasonsset forth below and in ourMarch26, 2010
objection,June 7, 2010EA concernsand the September8, 2010RevisedBA commentsall
attachedheretoand incorporatedby this reference,we respectftllyrequestthat the Parcelsbe
withdrawnfrom thesale.

As we haveindicatedin prior communications,first and foremost,theHohenlohesare
concernedwith the negativeimpactsthe salewill haveon the unique,undevelopedcharacterof
the areaandits Wild life habitat. We realizethatNSO 11-42providestherewill be no surface
occupancyand that activity is prohibitedwithin the "bighomsheepcore areas." We are
concerned,however,aboutthe definition of"bighorn sheepcoreareas;"given the factthat the
sheepoccupya largeareaof land,which is neededfor adequatefood andshelter.Thereis simply
no way ofknowing whetheror not the "core are&’ designationis inclusive enoughuntil it is too
late. Any disturbanceoftheseareas,whetherby noise, lights orvibrations, would betotally
disruptiveand incompatiblewith thebighorn sheepandotherwildlife usingthe land for winter
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rangeor yearroundoccupancy.Wedo not believe thattheLA filly addressedtheseconcerns
and that the inclusionof the Parcelsin thesaleis arbitrary,at best.

Further, giventhefact that in 1991 theBLM publisheda final EIS recommendingthe
areafor wildernessdesignationasaresultof the"high scenic,natural-wildlife andnon-motorized
recreationalvalues"oftheSleeping3iantlSheepCreekarea,it is wholly inconsistentto now
openthe areafor developmentofoil and gas As previouslyset forth, the low likelihood ofoil
andgasproductioncited in theEA shouldbebalancedwith the high ecological,scenicand
recreationalvalueswhich will foreverdisappearof not protected.Therearemoreproductiveand
suitableplacesto drill that will notdestroyour State’slegacy,

Basedon theseconcerns,we areprotestingthe inclusionoftheParcelsin theDecember
9, 2010 saleandrequestthat theBLM withdrawtheParcels,gIventhepotentially tremendous
negativeimpactoil andgasleasinganddevelopmentwill haveon thebighotnsheepherd, elk
calving, wildlife habitatand theoverall wildernessquality of the land.

Thankyou for yourtime andconsiderationoftheseconcerns-

Sincerely,

CK

cc: Chris and Nora Hohenlohe
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Ox Bow Ranch
P.O. Box 21 5 Wolf Creek, MT 59648

September8,2010

RichardHotaling, District Manager
Butte Field Office
Attention: Oil andGasBA
106 North Parkmont
Butte, MT 59701

RE: 1600/1300MTB07O
Proposedoil/gas leasesMTM 79010_EG/BRJSI.

DearMr. Hotaling:

We aresurfaceownersof a portionof oneof theparcelsMTM
79010_EG79OIOERS1now beingconsideredfor an upcomingoil]gas leasesale in
the SleepingGiant area Prior to the EnvironmentalAssessmentEA recently
issuedby the Bureauof LandManagementBLM, we sentBLM a letterof
comment,preparedwith ReneeCoppockoftheCrowley Flecklaw finn, datedJune
7, 2010 A copy is attached.

We havenowreviewedBLM’s BA ofAugust 12, 2010 andstronglyreiterateour
concerflsexpressedin that letter,namelythat theproposedoil andgasleasesales
would havesubstantialnegativeimpacton theareassin-roundingthe SleepingGiant
area. We thereforeaskBLM to withdrawoil and gasleasesMTM
7901 EU/ER/S1.

In additionto the concernsalreadyoutlined in the Juneletter,wemakethe
following points;

The SleepingUiantlSheepCreek areashavehadan instructivehistory: in 1990
BLM studiedtheareasand issueda draftRIS proposingthat Theynotbe
recommendedfor wildernessstatus. Extensivepublic commentfollowed, almost
universally in favor ofwilderness,andBLM reversedits position. Inthe final EIS
of 1991,BLM recommendedtheareafor wilderness,sayingthat this areacontains
‘thigh scenicnaturalwildlife andnon-motorizedrecreationalvalues. Legislative
designationof theseWSAs would ensurethe lông-termprotectionofthese
outstandingcharacteristics."We arehopefulthat onceagainBLM will respondto
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the desiresof local residentsthat this areabeprotectedand that thethreatto its
sensitivenaturalresourcesby oil and gasexplorationanddrilling be removed.

The LA describesleasestipulationsthat would beplacedon the leasesto provide
additionalprotectionto the affectednaturalresources.What is not clearin the L.A is
whether- as webelieveis thecase- thesestipulationscould be latermodified or
eliminatedby BLM afterawardof a lease;if this is thecase,it is misleadingto
suggestthatsuchstipulationsprovideadequateprotection. In addition, certain
stipulationssuchasNSO 11-2,TLI3-26, andCSU 12-1/18/19arenoteven
definedin the LA.

The low likelihoodofoil and gasproduction,cited in the.EA, shouldbebalanced
with the high ecological,scenicand recreationalvalueswhichneedto beprotected
and shouldleadimmediatelyto theconclusionnot to leasein this area.

In sum,pleaseremovetheseparcelsfrom theproposedleasepackage.

Sincerelyyours,

ChristianandNora1-lohenlohe
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June7,2010

Kim Frill
Bureauof LandManagement
5001 SouthgateDrive
Billings, MT 59101

Re: Concernsfor EnvironmentalAssessmentRelatingto Oil andGasLease

DearMs. Frill:

Nora}IohenloheandChristianHohenlohetogether,"Hohenlohes",whomwe represent,
haveaskedusto respondto the May 25, 2010 lettersentto them by William A. Lambert,
requestingthe }{ohenlohesto notify you with any concernstheyhaverelatingto theproposedoil
andgasleasesaleof certainpropertylocatedin theSleepingGiant Area. The }{ohenlohes are
very concernedaboutthenegativeimpactsany leasingin theareawill undoubtedlycauseto their
fee lands,lifestyle andtheentirewildlife area. As yourrecordsindicate,theHohenlohesarethe
surfaceownersofa portionofthe land consideredfor the oil andgasleasesale"Property",
specificallydescribedas:

Township 14 North, Range 4 West, P.M.M.
Section12: Lot 3, WV2W%, SE’/4SE¼
Section14: NV2NE¼, SEV4NE¾,SW¼NWV4, S/2

Although theHohenlohesarenot fee ownersoftheentireparcelthat wouldbe offeredfor
lease,theyare concernedaboutthesensitivenatureof thewholeSleepingGiantArea and the
wildlife living therein. Accordingly,theHohenlohe’sprovidethefollowing concernsand
objectionsto any oil and gasleasesalein thearea:

1. First and foremost,theHoheniohesareconcernedabouttheimpactsthesale
will haveon theunique,undevelopedcharacterofthe areaand its wildlife
habitat, Oil andgasdrilling in theSleepingGiantArea would be totally
incompatiblewith the bighornsheepandotherwildlife usingthe land for
winterrangeor yearroundoccupancy.In particular,whenMontanaFish
Wildlife & Parksreintroducedbighornsheepto theSleepingGiantArea of
Critical EnvironmentalConcernin 1992 and 1993, thosebighomsheepwere
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transplanteddirectly onto theHohenlohe’s Property,andhavebecome
establishedon Section12. Although thebighorn sheepthat migratedto the
SleepingGiant Areahave sufferedlossesin recentyearsasa resultof
disease,thebighornsheepon Section 12 arethriving. The 1-lohenlohes
estimatethat thereareat least15 bighornsheepon that land. Any
disturbanceor invasionoftheirhabitatat this critical juncturecould resultin
thedemiseof theherd. Sucha resultwould be wholly unacceptableto both
the Hohenlohesand the tax payersof the Stateof Montana,especiallygiven
the speculativenatureof the oil and gasproductionin the area.

2. In addition to thebighorn sheep,the Propertyis alsohometo elk, mule and
whitetail deer,pronghorn,blackbearandotherwildlife. This areais also
primeelk-calvinghabitat.The unspoilednatureof thePropertyandthe entire
SicepingGiant Areaof Critical EnvironmentalConcernare essentialto the
preservationof the wildlife population. The specialqualitiesof theAreawill
be jeopardizedby oil andgasdevelopment,destroyingtheprotectionof fish
andwildlife offeredby thePropertyandsurroundinglands. Again, in this
instance,drilling shouldnot takeprecedenceoverthewildlife. Thereare
moreproductiveandsuitableplacesto drill.

3. The BLM hasrecognizedthe wildernesscharacterof theSleepingGiant Area
of Critical EnvironmentalConcern,particularly in the1991 SleepingGiant
andSheepCreekWildernessStudy andEIS. The Stateof Montanahasalso
recognizedits uniquequalitiesandhaspurchasedmanyconservation
easementsin the area. TheHohenloheshavepersonallyplaceda
conservationeasementon part of theirpropertyand arein theprocessof
donating anothereasementThe propertyto be encumberedby the new
easementincludessections12 and 14. The conservationeasementsare
specificallydesignedto preservethe scenic,openspacequalitiesofthearea
andprotect critical wildlife habitat. Authorizingoil andgasleasingand
developmentis wholly incompatiblewith theseendeavors.If oil andgas
leasinganddevelopmentarepermitted,thewild andquiet characterthat
currentlyexistswill be replacedwith thenoise,dust, lights,air pollution,
waterpollution andunsightlyviewsof industrial oil andgasdevelopments.

4. In addition to thecritical wildlife habitaton theProperty,thesurrounding
landscontainnumerousSpeciesof Concern. Thesespecieshavebeen
documentedand includethe GreatPlainstoad,black-tailedprairiedog, fisher,
wolverine,andspottedbatall listed as"Sensitive"by the U.S. ForestServiceand
the BLM; bald eagleconsidered"Delistedand Monitored" accordingto theU.S.
Fish& Wildlife Service,"Threatened"by the USFS,and"Sensitive"by the
BLM; peregrinefalconandgraywolf listed as"DelistedandMonitored" by the
TJSEWSand"Sensitive"by theUSFSandthe BLM; flinged myotisconsidered
"Sensitive"by theBLM; andCanadalynx listedas"Threatened"by theUSEWS
andtheUSFSand "SpecialStatus"by the BLM. Severalplant Speciesof
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Concemalso occurin theimmediatearea,including thedivide bladderpod
physaria klaus/i and theSuksdorfMonkeyflowermimulussuksa’orfix.

As set forth above,given the potentially tremendousnegativeimpactoil andgasleasing
anddevelopmentwill haveon the bighorn sheepherd,elk calving, Speciesof Concern,wildlife
habitatandtheoverall wildernessquality of theland,we axe objectingto the inclusionof the
Propertyand landwithin theSleepingGiant Areain any oil andgasleasesaleandrespecthlly
requestthat the BLM consideroneoftheotherabundantsites aroundthestatewhich arebetter
suitedfor suchdevelopment.Thankyou for your time andconsiderationof theseconcerns.

If you shouldhaveany questionsregardingthis matteror theFlohenlohes’objectionsand
concerns,do nothesitateto contactme.

Cro ley FleckPLLP

cc: Chris and NoraHohenlohe
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March 26, 2010

DaveWilliams
Bureauof LandManagement
Butte Field Office
106 NorthParkmont
Butte, MT 59701

Re: ProtestandObjectionto April 2010LeaseSalefor ParcelNumber04-10-70

DearMr. Williams:

Pursuantto 43 CFR 3 120.1-3,NonI-IohenlobeandChristianBohenlohetogether,
"Hohenlohes",whomwe represent,are herebyprotestingandobjectingto the inclusionof
ParcelNumber 04-10-70in the oil andgasleasesalescheduledfor April 13, 2010. As your
recordsindicate,they are the surfaceownersofaportionofthe landnamelysections12 and14
overlaying.ParcelNumber04-10-70"Parcel". The flohenlohesarealsoobjectingto the

inclusionof Parcels04-10-71and 72 togetherwith Parcel,"Parcels"in the salegiventhe
impact the inclusion will causeto theHohenlohesfee property,lifestyle andtheentirewildlife
area.For thereasonsset forth below, werespectfullyrequestthat the Parcelsbe withdrawnfrom
the sale.

First and foremost,theFlohenlohesareconcernedwith impactsthesalewill haveon the
unique,undevelopedcharacterof theareaand its wild life habitat. Oil and gasdrilling on these
Parcelswould betotally incompatiblewith thebighorn sheepandotherwildlife using the land
for winter rangeor yearroundoccupancy,In particular,whenMontanaFishWildlife & Parks
reintroducedbighornsheepto the SleepingGiant Area ofCritical EnvironmentalConcernin
1992 and 1993, thosebighornsheepwere transplanteddirectly ontotheHohenlohe’sfee lands,
andhavebecomeestablishedon Section12 which is partof the Parcel, Althoughthebighorn
sheepthat migratedto the.SleepingGiant Areahavesufferedlossesin recentyearsas a resultof
disease,thebighornsheepon Section12 aretJ-iriving. The Hohenlohesestimatethat thereareat
least15 bighornsheepon that land. Any disturbanceor invasionof their habitatat this critical
juncturecould result in thedemiseof theherd. Sucha resultwould bewholly unacceptableto
boththeHohenlohesand the tax payersof the Stateof Montana,especiallygiven thespeculative
natureof the oil andgasproductionin thearea.
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In additionto the bighornsheep,the Parcelsare also hometo elk, mule andwhitetail
deer,prongliorn,blackbearandotherwildlife. This areais also primeelk-calvinghabitatThe
unspoilednatureoftheseParcelsand theentire SleepingGiant Area of Critical Environmental
Concernareessentialto thepreservationofthe wildlife population. The specialqualitiesofthe
Area will bejeopardizedby oil andgasdevelopment,destroyingthe protectionof fish and
wildlife offeredby theseParcelsandsurroundinglands. Again, in this instance,drilling should
not takeprecedenceover the wildlife. Thereare moreproductiveandsuitableplacesto drill.

The BLM hasrecognizedthewildernesscharacterof the SteepingGiantArea of Critical
EnvironmentalConcern,particularly in the 1991 SleepingGiant andSheepCreekWilderness
Study andEIS. The Stateof Montanahasalso recognizedits uniquequalitiesand haspurchased
manyconservationeasementsin the area. The Hohenloheshavepersonallyplaceda
conservationeasementon part oftheir propertyandare in the processof donatinganother
easementThepropertyto be encumberedby theneweasementincludessections12 and 14 in
theParcel. The conservationeasementsare specificallydesignedto preservethescenic,open
spacequalitiesof the areaandprotectcritical wildlife habitat. Authorizingoil andgasleasing
anddevelopmentis wholly incompatiblewith theseendeavors,If oil and gasleasingand
developmentis permitted,the wild andquiet characterthatcurrentlyexistswill be replacedwith
thenoise,dust, lights, air pollution, waterpollution andunsightlyviewsof industrialoil andgas
developments.

Basedon theseconcerns,we areprotestingthe inclusionoftheParcelsin the April 13,
2010 saleandrequestthat the BLM withdrawtheParcels,giventhe potentially tremendous
negativeimpactoil andgasleasinganddevelopmentwill haveon the bighornsheepherd,elk
calving, wildlife habitatand theoverall wildernessquality ofthe land.

Thankyou for yourtime andconsiderationof theseconcerns.

Sincerely,

FleckPLLP

cc: Chris and NoraHohenlohe


