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Texaco, Inc., supra at 130; Yates Petroleum Corp., supra at 1ll. Since this
was not: an issue in either case (neither lessee was drilling at the end of
the primary term), this statement is not a conclusion of law by the Board.
However, since the language of the Act provides no definitive guidance
either way and since the Board’s construction gives consistent meaning to e
both extension provisions, we see no reason why it may not be followed. %

In conclusion, where a lease is subject to an extension under section 17(j)
but is still within its primary term, it may receive a drilling extension
under section 17(e) if the lessee is prosecuting diligent drilling
operations at the end of the primary term. If euch a lease is extended by
drilling, the drilling extension operates in place of, and pot in addition
to, the section 17(j) extension The drilling extension begins at the end of

the primary term of the lease and supersedes the prior section 17(j)
extension
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