United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management

Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument

920 NE Main Street
Lewistown, MT 59457

Decision Record

Environmental Assessment DOI-BLM-MT-L070-2015-0003-EA

DECISION:

It is my decision to authorize the expenditure of public funds to reclaim approximately 1000
feet of soil disturbance along the Cow Creek Airstrip as described in alternative #3 of the
proposed action of DOI-BLM-MT-L070-2015-0003-EA. It is my decision to authorize the
expenditure of public funds to construct approximately 125 feet of jack leg fence as a barrier ta
vehicles. The reclamation by light equipment and local fill dirt of the damage to the Cow Creek!
Airstrip as described in alternative #3 of the proposed action of DOI-BLM-MT-L070-2015-0003-

EA was selected to further protect the Cow Creek Alirstrip from unauthorized vehicular trespas

Compliance and Monitoring: This decision is contingent on meeting all stipulation and

monitoring requirements listed below:
Terms / Conditions / Stipulations:

* Wildlife fencing stipulations would include a smooth bottom wire that is at least
18" off the ground and a top wire maximum height of 40”

* To protect vegetation, project activities shall not be performed during perio® s

when the soil is too wet to adequately support equipment/vehicles. If




equipment/vehicles create ruts in excess of 3 inches deep, operations must
cease as the soil will be deemed too wet to adequately support
equipment/vehicles.

e All vehicles and equipment should be thoroughly cleaned to remove weed seed
prior to entering the project site.

e Any fill dirt would be inspected by BLM weed specialist to verify weed seed free
soils were being used.

e Prior to leaving the site, clothing and equipment should be inspected for weed
seed (i.e. burs on clothing, downy/Japanese brome seed in socks). If found, the
seeds should be removed, bagged and disposed of in a sanitary landfill.

No monitoring needs have been identified for this action, Compliance with the mitigation
measures identified shall be required.

Alternatives Considered: Other alternatives considered were to utilize a road grader and
heavy equipment to reclaim the ruts in the Cow Creek Airstrip. This alternative was considered
but not selected because of the depth of the existing ruts would require several passes with a
road grader and the disturbance to the soils and the potential for weed infestation was
unacceptable. The no action alternative was considered but not selected because it would not
satisfy the need to protect the Cow Creek Airstrip from vehicle trespass nor would it satisfy the
need to mitigate the safety hazard of aircraft landing and take offs caused by the 4 to 12 inch
ruts in the middle of the airstrip. Although utilizing hand crew to fill the ruts was considered,
this alternative was removed from detailed analysis because of its lack of efficiency and
feasibility. The ID Team recommended alternative #3 as the best option for the proposed action
because it was considered to be less disturbing to soils and has a lower potential to create bare
ground that may be susceptible to weed infestation.

Rationale for Decision: The proposed action is in conformance with the UMRBNM Resource
Management Plan. As stated in the RMP on page 83 under Signing Roads and Aviation:

“Existing traffic control and directional signs will be maintained. New signs will be adde ‘,f'?.__
monitoring indicates a need to enhance safety or prevent resource dlmm orv n_ Or ( -.?.-"
Roads open to motorized and mechanized travel will be signed (smull d n {L:_d_;} l" Jigns)

Closed roads will not be signed unless necessary to prevent qum A
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The UMRBNM Resource Management Plan also states:

. ‘"Six Airstrips (selected to avoid clusters) will remain open for private aircraft (planes,
helicopter, hot air balloons, or ultralights) to provide opportunities for recreational backcountry
activities such as camping, hiking, and sightseeing. The landing of aircraft will only be allowed

on these airstrips. The six airstrips are Black Butte North, Bullwhacker, Cow Creek, Knox Ridge,
Left Coulee, and Woodhawk.”

On page 84 of the RMP under aviation maintenance of airstrips is specifically addressed:

“The emphasis will be to keep the airstrips as backcountry airstrips, only suitable for landing
aircraft equipped to use primitive airstrips. Mechanized maintenance, improvements, facilities

or infrastructure (tie downs, wind socks, airstrip delineators, etc.) will require prior approval by
the authorized officer.”

During preparation of the EA, the public was notified of the proposed action through a posting
on the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument NEPA Register on 5/6/2015. Only one
comment was received from the public comment period from a member of the Montana Pilots
Association. The comment was very supportive of the project and the comment was asking for

a substantially longer fence as a permanent physical barrier to prevent vehicle from driving
onto the airstrip to include a drive thru locking gate.

Draft EA was available for a public comment period between MAY 06, 2015 and June 06, 2015,
The Draft EA was posted on the UMRBNM website for the duration of the 30-day comment
period. The only comment received was very supportive of the proposed project.

Authorized Officer Date
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