
DECISION: 

United States Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument 

920 NE Main Street 

Lewistown, MT 59457 

Decision Record 

Environmental Assessment DOl-BLM-MT-L070-2015-0003-EA 

It is my decision to authorize the expenditure of public funds to reclaim approximately 1000 

feet of soil disturbance along the Cow Creek Airstrip as described in alternative #3 of the 

proposed action of DOl-BLM-MT-L070-2015-0003-EA. It is my decision to authorize the 

expenditure of public funds to construct approximately 125 feet of jack leg fence as a barrier to 

vehicles. The reclamation by light equipment and local fill dirt of the damage to the Cow Creek 

Airstrip as described in alternative #3 of the proposed action of DOl-BLM-MT-L070-2015-0003-

EA was selected to further protect the Cow Creek Airstrip from unauthorized vehicular trespass. 

Compliance and Monitoring: This decision is contingent on meeting all stipulation and 
monitoring requirements listed below: 

Terms I Conditions I Stipulations: 

• Wildlife fencing stipulations would include a smooth bottom wire that is at leas 

18" off the ground and a top wire maximum height of 40". 

• To protect vegetation, project activities shall not be performed during perio 

when the soil is too wet to adequately support equipment/vehicles. If 
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St::e1... ~ i. . l.rs \. r 1..-1 tt1ir~~:. 1..1'''1 \ J .. 1~'.1r1 '" 'l,1 '''''l' "~'c.',i ill 1..'' ~'' · It f,'llll1..i , tll\' 

set::ds sh1.. ul\1 t'" r t"'n "\ t \.1. L',1::::c.'li .l11,i ,ir~~''''t'"i ill ,1 ,,111it,11\t 1l.11,,i1 II . 

No n1onitorir1g r1e~l1s t13\ L bc~'11 i"it'r1tlttt.'\.i f 'I' tt11~ ,1 "ti''' · l '''''~'li,1111.. '-'\\~it ti tt'c.' tlliti~:,lti 1l 

measures ider1tified sl1all l't rt. "lliir t "1 . 

Alternatives Considered: Otlt1t 1 It rr1 .. ti\f ~ "'")11si 1 'd \\* 'r c.' tc.' l1tili ~ .1 t .1c.i t:r .1 it'I i11 i 

heaV\' equipn1er1t to reclain1 tt1 rlJt - ir1 tilt' L-t1\\f -, l c.'~ -\ir stri~ . 1 t1is .1lt 't 11.1ti\ '\\f.ts "ttsi it'I , i 

but not selected because of tilt' l~ :\ptt1 L1t tt1t' t''isti11:' 1 l1t" \\ c.'ld 1 'lllil t' !\ ,,, '1.11 p.1 st' \\titt1 ,\ 

road grader and tt1e tiistL1rbar1Ct' to tti ''-.,(\rl .. 111d tt1"' ~' 'tt 11ti.1I f 1\ • ''d 111tt'st.1ti 11 \\f,ts 

unacceptable. The no ~~ctio11 alt rr1ativ \~ .. ~ ll'f1 ici r 'd L1t1t llc.lt s 'I' tt'ci ll, .1l1s, it \\\f 'ttlci l\t t 
satisfy the 11eed to prott"\Ct tt1c ('L)\V Cr 'l'" r\ilstrip fr t11 v 'tli\.·ft' tlt.'sp.tss ,, ,, \\t,'ltl i (t .1ti 1\# tll' 

need to niitigate tt1e safety t1az rd of airer lft f,111dir1t~ u11 i t.l"t' ft c.,'. llts 'lib\' tt1 , 

ruts in the middle of the .. 1irstrip. AJtt1 l1gt1 lttili i1l; t1,111(i 1 \i t J flit ttl '1 ltt· \I\' \s )t\·.id 'I~ 1. 
this alternative was rer110\1ed fro111 d t ii d ,111, l\1 i b' llls '~fit l.1 k ,f t'1ti l 'll , )llti 

feasibility. The ID Tea111 recor11r11er1d d It r11mtiv' tt is tl1 'b' t p·tl tl ft 1 tll p1 )l \; ~ \ i \t ti )ll 

because it was considered to be I s.., di t ll rbit l • t 

ground that may be susceptible tow d irife t iti '' · 

llldt1,1s,lll\l 'l p l'lltillt ttt'lt'll\ll' 

Rationale for Decision: The propos d actio11 i 111 lOllf 1111 ltlCC' wlll1 lll' lJMRtlNM l~t'St,llt t • 

Mar1agement Plan. As stated i11 tl1l! RMl) 011 p (;lt1 8 llft(j \l if\t1illt1 r{ l ltis ,Jtlli Vh1ll 11 ~ 

"Existing traffic control and directio11al igr1 will lJO 1111hit,1lt1 '~ . N 'W slt~11s wlll llt' 1tit~t'li wtlt 1 ' 

monitoring ir1dicates a need to ent1a11c s@f ty 01 pr v 11t 1 , ll~t 'cl lll1 l(~, t)I v1 lttll t lllf t1sltlll 

Ro ad s o Pe r1 to mot o r i zed a n d rn e c 11 a 11 i z d tr , v 'I will I b 0 i i 11 'd ( 1 l l l 1 II 1 (l l ci 11 l t t l l ll l 1 i Kt' " ) 
Closed roads will not be signed lJ11les 11 c ol y to JJI f'V 11t 1 ' t1tJ1 'ti\ll1l,l~' ' ' 
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".1 11 tt1 '\Sl air tri~Js. 111 's1 Ji1 tri~ s ,\I l' t l.1, ~ l\ltttl' N '' t t1 , l'tdl\\tlt.tl 1'l'I , \ ' 1 t t'~. l\'''' t~i,it1t', 
L0ft c·1..1l!lt'l'. l11d ~v "it1.1\\ k. · 

''Tt1:\ e111pt1"1sis \ill l)l' t\.'~ kt'l'~' tt1 \ ,li1st1iµs .ls t .ll'kl'l'lllltl\f .1it·trip· .. ''lll\1 'llit.\llll'1t I L}t\di11~1 

a i r craft e q lJ i ~, ~) L°' d t L" l ts(' ~' r i 111 it i \ f l' a i 1 t. r i ~1,. I\ l l, l ' I 1.'' 'i ~ i 111. 1i11 t t'' '.111 l l ' , ii' 'µ 1 l v '111 '11 t • , f, " i 1 it i '·, 

or ir1frastrtJL'tL!rl (tit.' liL)\Vfl~. \Villll "l't'k.~. ,1irstrip li 'litlt'.ltl'I ~. l'tl .) \Vtll 1 t'llllll l ~11 i 1 .lflf I l'v.11 by 

tf1c at1tf1ori.:cli L'1fi(('I ." 

DL1ring prcparatil"1l1 of tJ1l"' L.A, till' ~)tll)lit' \!\f,ls 11 t ifil'li <.)t tl1 ' µr ~)(.)~ 'd .l ti 11 t 111 t)llt t1 tl p JSt il'ltl 

or1 the Upper MissoL1ri River Br ak_ N,1til111.ll l'vlt'11llt11t'tlt Nl t}.A t~ 'flist 'I l'''' / )/2l) l . 11ly 11 

comment was received fro111 tt1t' pLtbli co111111 '11t p 'ri ci f 1 t)111 111 '111bl r f tt'lt' l\/ll'tlt i11a r ii 't "" 

Associatio11. Tl1e co111r11er1t w"1s Vt'•Y ~L1pportiv' of till' pr jt'Ct .111d tl1 ~ c 111111 11t wa {;l ki11t t r 

a substantially lor1gcr fence as a~) r111a11 ~11t pt1ysic,1l b ~lrri ~r to pr(~V '11t Vl'flit:lt' t10111 cit ivi11t1 

onto the airstrip to include a drive tt11Lt locki11g gnt '. 

Draft EA was available for a public co111r11e11t p :\riod b 'tw ' 11 MAY 0 ,, 2015 l 11d Jt111 'O ), 20 l' . 

The Draft EA was posted on tt1e UMRBNM w bsit fclr tl1 dlJt\ tio11 of tl1 '30-d y 0111111 rlt 

period. The only con1mer1t received was very stJµportiv of tl1e propo 'd proj ct. 
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