


CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW AND APPROVAL

A. Background
Lease/Serial/Case File No.:

Description of Proposed Action:

Install temporary bat detectors (1 each in the Judith Mountains, Drag Reservoir and confluence
of Marias and Missouri Rivers) to acquire baseline information on bat species presence and use
throughout the year. Initial setup could include constructing a small exclosure (< 10' x 10") to
protect equipment from wildlife or livestock damage. Subsequent visits would occur 2-3 weeks
after installation, then approximately every 2 months to change out memory cards and ensure
proper equipment operation. After one year it will be determined if additional data is necessary
or the equipment would be moved to another location.

This non-destructive bat data collection would provide baseline information for existing bat use
in each of the areas prior to white-nose syndrome (WNS) exposure. This data could aid in
future management decisions for bat habitat if WNS is detected in Montana.
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. Land Use Plan Conformance (select all that apply)
Headwaters RMP (approved in July 1984)

West HiLine RMP (approved in September 1988 and on January 29, 1992 for the Upper
Missouri National Wild and Scenic River)
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Judith-Valley-Phillips RMP (approved on September 9, 1994)

Standards for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management
Final EIS for Montana and North and South Dakota (approved on August 7, 1997)

Off-Highway Vehicle EIS and Proposed Plan Amendment for Montana, North Dakota
and South Dakota (approved on June 18, 2003)

Fire/Fuels Management EA/Plan Amendment for Montana and the Dakotas (approved on
September 26, 2003)
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Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument Approved Resource Management
Plan (approved on December 4, 2008)
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Other (specify name/date approved)
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