
Mulford’s milkvetch
Astragalus mulfordiae
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Packard’s cowpie buckwheat
Eriogonum shockleyi var. packardiae 
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Flora of the Great Basin and the Columbia Basin intermingle on the Owyhee Front. 

The Bureau of Land Management designated this place as the 

Mud Flat Oolite Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) 

to protect the high density of special-status plants 

growing here. 

The deep, sandy slopes and ridges that Mulford’s milkvetch needs to grow are found  

in only three areas of Idaho: the Owyhee Front, the Weiser area, and the Boise 

Foothills. This low-growing, tap-rooted perennial is readily robbed of 

moisture and nutrients by invading cheatgrass and rush skeletonweed. 

•	 Please watch your step, these plants are easily trampled.  

•	 Take only photographs.

The unusual soils of the Mud Flat Oolite Exclosure support 

Five Rare Plants
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Snake River milkvetch
Astragalus purshii var. ophiogenes
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White-margined wax plant
Glyptopleura marginata
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White eatonella
Eatonella nivea
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