
Raptor Information Sheet - Golden Eagle

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 

Dark brown with a golden or light brown nape and dark eyes and beak.  Legs are 
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patches near the base of the tail and sometimes on the wings.  Females are larger than 
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Similar Species
Bald Eagle - First year bald eagles resemble adult golden eagles, but lack the golden 
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Habitat/Range
Found throughout the Northern Hemisphere, including North America, Europe, Asia, 
and northern Africa.  In North America the majority are found west of Texas.  They are 
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terrain of deserts, mountains, plateaus and steppes cut by canyons, gullies or outcrops.  
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Description/Size

Wing span: 72-85 inches 
Length: 30-40 inches
Weight: 7-13 pounds

Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey  

Nat iona l  Conserva t ion  Area
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An opportunistic predator that preys on small to medium sized mammals such as 
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and carrion. Most prey is captured on the ground, but birds are also caught in the air.  
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typically only carry about 2-3 pounds.

Vocalizations are limited to courtship, territory defense and communication with young.  
Are generalized as screams, or yelps. 
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this species tend to migrate south for the winter.

Nest in open or semi-open habitats; nests built on cliffs, in trees, or on man-made 
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dependent on prey densities. Due to high mortality rates it takes a pair 10 years to 
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Food/Diet

Voice

Behavior

Reproduction/Nesting

Clutch size: 2 eggs
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white, lightly blotched with 
cinnamon
Incubation:  43 to 45 days
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Disperse:  11 weeks

Life Span
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Conservation Status

Viewing in the NCA

Interesting Facts 

Spanish name:
Aquila real

Sources 

The golden eagle is not on the US Fish and Wildlife’s Endangered or Threatened 
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Eagle Act. Idaho Fish & Game lists the golden eagle as a protected non game species 
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Golden eagles are considered to be fairly common in the western US, Canada and 
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turbines, poisoning and illegal shooting. Human disturbance around nests can lead to 
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Golden eagles can be seen in the NCA year-round.  Approximately 30 pairs nest in 
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Greek for golden eagle which is obtained from the combination of khrysos for golden 
and aetos for eagle.  

- Other names: Black Eagle, War Eagle, Royal Eagle, bird of Jupiter, king of birds, and 
American war bird.

- The golden eagle occupies a prominent place in the legends and culture of many 
peoples.
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of any raptor in the NCA.  An eagle’s talons can close with 1200 pounds per square 
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transmitters and tracked to their nesting grounds in Southeastern and Central Alaska.
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Golden Eagle
(Aquila chrysaetos) 

Adult

                

          

Immature
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