
Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 

Medium sized accipiter with relatively large head; holds wings straight when soaring. 
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crown contrasts with pale nape and blue gray dorsal area. Short rounded wings are 
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adults. Females are about one third larger than males. Sexes similar in plumage, but 
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vertically streaked with brown and white on chest and belly; their wings and tails are 
barred.  Bill gray with pale yellow cere. No color morphs or subspecies.

Similar Species
Sharp-shinned hawk�'��������(���������������
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wrist; square tipped tail with thin white terminal band.  Northern goshawk juvenile – 
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undertail coverts streaked.
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treed urban areas. Breeds throughout southern Canada, US, and northern Mexico. 
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urban settings. Urban sites have included isolated 
trees in residential neighborhoods. Forest edge 
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casually to Costa Rica and possibly Panama.

Food/Diet
Mainly small to 
medium sized 
birds and 
mammals such  
as jays, robins, 
woodpeckers, 
small owls, rabbits, squirrels, chipmunks and 
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quail, and pigeons. Will cache uneaten prey on 
horizontal branches during the breeding season.

Description/Size

Wing span: 27 - 35 inches  
Length: 15 -18 inches
Weight:  12 - 19 ounces.
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Reproduction/Nesting

Clutch size: 3-5 eggs
Eggs: elliptical, bluish white, 
1.9 x 1.5 inches,  
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Disperse: 7 weeks

Usually silent except during breeding season. Mates likely communicate mainly by 
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call when trying to locate the male. Females give whaaa��������������
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Behavior
Wingbeats are described 
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maneuverability in dense cover.  
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or below tree canopy when 
hunting or approaching and 
departing nest. Cooper’s hawks 
are sit-and-wait predators that 
perch in concealed place, then 
dash out quickly to capture prey.  
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low, alternating rapid wingbeats 
and glides, through open 
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conceal its approach. Also soars 
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rapidly, then glides last 12-15 
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with talons, usually killing the 

prey on impact or grasping and relaxing grip on prey repeatedly until the prey is dead. 
Will also drown prey in water, holding it under until it ceases to move. Occasionally 
runs or walks on ground to pursue or retrieve prey. Prey is carried to a perch where 
it is plucked and torn into pieces. Cooper’s hawks are solitary migrants. Avoids the 
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and s. U.S.; those in the west winter in central and s. Mexico. Some populations are 
resident. Mobbed by smaller birds, especially when carrying prey.
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or in mistletoe clumps. Males show strong attachment to traditional nesting territories. 
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typically build a new nest in the same area. Monogamous. Some pairs known to remate 
and some individuals to have new mates in subsequent years. Apparently solitary 
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intrusion varies, but rarely strike humans. Many breeding birds are inconspicuous, 
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Life Span

Conservation Status

Viewing in the NCA

Interesting Facts 

Spanish name:
Ésmerejón de Cooper

Sources 
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do not breed until two years old.
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and pesticide contamination. Although Cooper’s hawks are still designated as Species 
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it derivative DDE caused problems in the past with eggshell thinning and breakage. A 
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there. Contaminants other than DDE (dieldrin, PCBs, mercury and other heavy metals) 
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Arizona, reproductive success lower in heavily grazed than in lightly grazed riparian 
habitats; correlation with avian prey populations suggested. Populations likely more 
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minor problem.
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- Other names: chicken hawk, big blue darter, quail hawk.
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Cooper’s Hawk
(Accipiter cooperii)

       
  Adult
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