
Raptor Information Sheet - Osprey

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
Large raptor with dark chocolate brown back and wings, mostly white breast (some 
speckling) and belly, white crown and forehead, and dark brown stripe through eye 
extending down to the shoulder. Underwings have white coverts, and dark wrist patch 
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back look similar to a gull. Bill is dull blackish with a bluish gray cere. Iris yellow. Legs 
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darker breast-bands and darker heads than males.  Immature similar to adult, but iris 
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Similar Species 
Most often confused with large gulls – unbanded tails, and lack black wrist patches on 
underside of wings. Bald Eagle – larger, no eye line, white tail. 

Habitat/Range
One of the most widely distributed birds of prey in the world.  Inhabits every continent 
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east to Newfoundland. In the West it ranges into 
California and Wyoming with scattered areas to the 
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is found only locally.  Resident populations in Mexico 
along both coasts of Baja California, south along the 
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ospreys can dive only a meter or less deep, they are restricted to surface-schooling 
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crustaceans, small mammals and birds. Ospreys rarely scavenge dead or dying 
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nest.
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whistle teeeeaa. 

Description/Size
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Food/Diet

Voice

Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey  

Nat iona l  Conserva t ion  Area
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Behavior

Reproduction/Nesting
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elongate, white to creamy 
white with blotches of reddish 
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Life Span
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high on thermals, particularly at midday near breeding colonies, but also in migration. 
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folded and swept back behind the tail. The feet are extended out in front of the body. 
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will unfold its wings and make a powerful downthrust freeing it from the water. Once 
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be aimed forward to reduce aerodynamic 
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near parents except when receiving food, 
so they do not learn to hunt by watching 
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successful in water with thick vegetation. 
Different angles of attack observed for 
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in water. Hunts most often in mid-morning 
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populations are migratory. Migrates alone. 
In migration, readily crosses large water 
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performs “sky dance” that may begin and end at nest site.  In this dramatic display 
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male sometimes losing altitude all the while, descending slowly in undulating staircase 
fashion to nest site. Nest made of sticks and other materials on a wide variety of natural 
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Will nest low or on the ground on islands free of mammalian predators. Ospreys will 
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dependent on parents until the fall 
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ground until their second spring, and 
many stay on until their third spring.  
Those that return to breeding range in 
their third year may build nests but not 
actually reproduce.   Most breed in their 
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Conservation Status

Viewing in the NCA

Interesting Facts 
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Gavilán pescador

Sources
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as a protected non game species for which it is illegal to collect, harm or otherwise 
remove from its natural habitat. Osprey listed as endangered/threatened/species of 

special concern in a number states. Osprey, like other birds of prey, 
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migration; collisions with vehicles and power lines; electrocution. 
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probably associated with loss of nest sites, related in turn to 
increased lumbering and agricultural activities. Habituates easily to 
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along with his two daughters were turned into birds and halos referring to the sea and 
aetos meaning eagle.  

- Osprey comes from the Latin, ossifragus meaning bone breaker.
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- Outer toe can face forward or backward.
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- Water resistant feathers-tightly overlap, are compacted, and oily. 
- Small intestine-relatively long and narrow to digest scales and bones. 
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- Can completely close its nostrils while underwater.
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Osprey
(Pandion haliaetus)
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