
   Welcome to the Salmon Area  

The Bureau of Land Management invites you to come and enjoy the Public Lands of the Salmon Field Office. The 
recreational opportunities are virtually limitless; from high adventure in the backcountry to sightseeing by car, there is 
something for everyone. Varying from trailheads to developed campgrounds, all areas are called Recreation Sites regardless 
of the amount of development. Most sites have the basic facilities. For a quick look on what is available at each site see the 
chart at the end of the guide. Following is a brief description of each site to assist in choosing the best place for your desired 
activity. Directions are given from the major highways in the Salmon vicinity; be sure to get a recreation or travel map from 
the Salmon Field Office for specific directions.  

1.  SHARKEY HOT SPRINGS DAY USE AREA  
This site is located 19 miles southeast of Salmon on Highway 28, then turning north at Tendoy and following the signs for 
Warm Springs Road and Sharkey Hot Springs. The Hot Springs are located about 5 miles from Tendoy. The site includes 
two soaking pools, vault toilet, changing rooms, picnic tables, a large group fire ring, barbecue grills, garbage collection and 
a parking area. 
 

This is a $1.00 per day fee site 

2.  BACKCOUNTRY BYWAY KIOSK DAY USE AREA  
Located on Warm Springs Road below Sharkey Hot Springs near the route used by Lewis & Clark through this area, this is 
a day-use only site. Interpretive signs, picnic tables and a vault toilet are available. This is a free site.

 

 Another nearby point 
of interest is the remains of Fort Lemhi. Drive along the Lemhi Road northeast of Warm Springs Road and find portions of 
the walls remaining from Fort Lemhi that are still visible. The fort is located on private land so please observe posted signs.   

3.   KENNEY CREEK DAY USE AREA  
This site is located 17 miles southeast of Salmon. Take Highway 28 to 17 Mile Road and travel north for approximately ½ 
mile to the intersection with the Lemhi Road. The site is day-use only and has a pull-out designed for visitors to view the 
Sacajawea Monument commemorating the general area where Sacajawea is believed to have been born. 
 

This is a free site 

4.   McFARLAND CAMPGROUND  
This open, grassy site on the banks of the Lemhi River is located on Highway 28 thirteen miles north of Leadore. Fishing is 
available on site. Campsites, grills/fire pits, a vault toilet and water are available.  No electrical hookups provided. 

 
This is a $5.00 per night fee site. 

5. SMOKEY CUB CAMPGROUND 
This site is located 4 miles northeast of Leadore on Highway 29 on the road to Bannock Pass. This site is located along the 
Nez Perce National Historic Trail. Situated along Canyon Creek, there are opportunities for camping on both sides of the 
stream. Fishing is available on site, potable water via a hand pump and vault toilets are also available. Popular during fall 
hunting seasons, the site is relatively empty during the summer months. No electrical hookups provided. 

 

This is a free site. 

6.  AGENCY CREEK CAMPGROUND 
Located approximately 4 miles east of Tendoy on Agency Creek road, this site is on the Lewis and Clark Back Country 
Byway. Relatively unused except during hunting season, it is a small, quiet spot; fishing is available on site. There are 
several campsites with fire pits and a vault toilet. The site is about 8 miles from Lemhi Pass where Lewis and Clark first 
crossed the Continental Divide in 1805. No electrical hookups provided. This is a free site

  

. (Sacajawea Memorial Park, a 
Forest Service day use site, is located at the top of the pass.)  

7.  GEERTSON SHELTER 
This trail shelter is located approximately 13 miles southeast of Salmon. Follow Hwy 28 about 5 miles to Geertson Creek 
Road, turn north and follow the signs approximately 8 miles. The shelter is located on a high clearance 4-wheel drive road 
with a final steep, strenuous 1/4-mile hike to the site. At the headwaters of Geertson Creek, the shelter is within a 1/4-mile 
hike of Geertson Lake where fishing is available. It sleeps 8 and reservations are taken at the Salmon Field Office. When 
making reservations ask about access as you need to cross private land to get to the shelter. 

 

A $20 fee per night is charged 
and reservations are required.  

 



8.  DISCOVERY HILL OVERLOOK DAY USE AREA  
This site is located approximately 2 miles north of Salmon on the River Bluffs Road. It is in the vicinity of the Lewis and 
Clark National Historic Trail and affords wide vistas of the Lemhi Valley and the Salmon River. The site is day use only and 
provides historical interpretation, parking and a vault toilet. Hiking, mountain biking and horseback riding are available 
from numerous two-tracks in the area. 
 

This is a free site. 

9.  TOWER ROCK CAMPGROUND 
Located 11 miles north of Salmon on Highway 93, Tower Rock is a beautiful spot on the Salmon River. William Clark's 
Salmon River reconnaissance party camped at this site in 1805. They noted the rock cliffs overlooking the river that are just 
as spectacular today as they were then. There are RV, handicap accessible camp and tent sites, vault toilet, fishing ramp and 
picnic pavilion at the site. There is a boat ramp and fishing is available. No electrical hookups provided. This is a $5 per 
night fee site.
 

  

10.  TOWER CREEK PIRIMIDS DAY USE AREA  
This site is located 10 miles north of Salmon on Tower Creek Road. This is an old homestead on a site referred to in the 
Lewis & Clark journals. An accessible ramp leads to a historic homestead era cabin, interpretive signs and picnic tables in 
the old apple orchard within view of the geological formations Clark called the "pirimids." Tower Creek flows through the 
site. A short hike can be taken on the property. 
 

This is a free site. 

11.  MORGAN BAR CAMPGROUND  
Once the homestead of the Morgan family the area is now a recreation site located on the Salmon River about 9 miles north 
of Salmon. Turn off Highway 93 at the Lemhi County fairgrounds and follow signs approximately 2 miles to the site. There 
is a pavilion for group events, horseshoe pits and volleyball net. Water, shade shelters, vault toilets, a boat ramp and 
proximity to other nearby launch sites makes this an ideal spot for rafters and anglers. A short trail around the wetland pond 
is a great area for viewing birds in the summer, a longer 1 mile undeveloped trail goes along the river bank to the South. No 
electrical hookups provided. This is a $5 per night fee site. 

 

Reservations for the pavilion ($20 per day) can be made at the 
Salmon Field Office.  

12.  SHOUP BRIDGE CAMPGROUND 
This site is a popular rest and overnight area five miles south of Salmon on Highway 93. It is named after the first Governor 
of Idaho, George Shoup, who later became a U.S. Senator. The site is shaded with large cottonwood trees and is located on 
the Salmon River. Water and a vault toilet are available on site and there is a boat ramp that is used frequently by rafters and 
anglers. No electrical hookups provided. 
 

This is a $5 per night fee site. 

13.  WILLIAMS LAKE CAMPGROUND 
Located 12 miles south of Salmon: turn off Highway 93 five miles south of town and follow signs ten miles to Williams 
Lake. Access to the lake is not available from the campground, but is available at the nearby Forest Service boat ramp and 
day use area. This site boasts lots of trees and beautiful rock cliffs. Water and vault toilets are located on site. At just over 
5,000 feet elevation, it is cooler than the valley floor and a great place to spend comfortable summer evenings. The fall color 
is outstanding in September. No electrical hookups provided.  
 

This is a $5 per night fee site. 

14.  EIGHTMILE DAY USE AREA 
Located 8 miles south of Salmon on Highway 93, this site is a walk in river access point for fishermen. There is no boat 
ramp. A picnic table is located near the parking area. 
 

This is a free site. 

15.  ELEVENMILE DAY USE AREA 
Located 11 miles south of Salmon on Highway 93, this site provides access to the river. There is a boat ramp and fishing is 
available. A vault toilet is located on the site. 
 

This is a free site. 

16.  KILPATRICK DAY USE AREA 
Located approximately 25 miles south of Salmon on Highway 93, this site is a river access point for fishermen and boaters. 
There is a boat ramp and fishing is available. A vault toilet is located on the site. 
 

This is a free site. 

Please direct questions and comments to:  
BLM - Salmon Field Office; 1206 S. Challis Street; Salmon, ID 83467 
208-756-5400    website information: www.blm.gov/id/st/en/fo/salmon/recreation_sites_.html     


