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An old woman was sitting with a vallow
basket filled with salmen. f_lq;.'.l_}.-'r_rj.:' came fo fer
tent. She boiled one fish for Copote. Copote ate il
and likedd its taste very much

When he finished eating, he slepped.
on fhe edge of the baskel so thal the
salimon fell out and began to flaat
down to Ross Fork Creek: Coypote ran
along the bank Ul e gol fo a waterfall
There e made a dar o stop dhe

Sist, but the waler broke the dam
Copoleran down further and made
another. Then he said to the salmon,

“Every spring

salmon come here
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THuat s why the Ancient Fishermen of Southern Idaho




AGAIDUKA (a-guy-duka): ANCIENT
FISHERMEN OF SOUTHERN IDAHO

Prehistaric people insouthern ldaho rdied on many plants, animals,
and fish for their sareaval The trechnology used in ancient limes 4o
harvest, prepare, and store fish from southenn [dabo waters is
nreseniedd i this exhibit The storny about the technbgques-and
ir.':purl-'.r'-l e of fishing 1s based on archaenlogical and ethnographic
research, carly historic records, and legends passed on'by ancient
prople. This i5 an illustrated stor vwhich uses accurate replicas of
srtifacts found in archaeolosical sites and described in the literatire

WHERE RIVERS GOUGED CANYONS INTO

SOLID BASALT
e ————— |
The main geological feature of southern Idaha is the Snake River
Plain. This braoad, high=desert plain is wedged between the Columbia
Plateau to the north and the Great Basin to the south, [t was formed
a3 massive sheets of basalt flowed from sources to the north

and south

Constant erosion and a spectacular ice-age flood carved dep
canyons mio this basalt These canyons now drain water from the
Reacky Motnitain region.

Throtgh the largest of these canyons floses the Snake River called
Biavahiinu (he-a-vafinn-u) by the Shoshoni Indians, The Snake River
begins iy seesiern Wrnmming ared l;:l.-':,'j|!||.-||::r' joins the Columbia
River in Washington. As if flows through the southern and western
portions of e state, §E is joined by several major creeks, streams,
and rivers, In places, the Snake River flows slowly through a wide,
meandering channel Occasionally it is funneled inta narrow crevices
with powerlul rapds and spectacular waterfalls, The highest of these
is Shoshone Falls, at 200 feet.

A WEALTH OF NATIVE

FISHES
e e s —— ———

e waters of the SnakeRive
wiere home o many species of
native fresh water fish like troul;
sturseomn; suckers, ane whitefish
From identifiable boes in archico-
irpicalsibes asvrell gz oral tradifion
it knosin that mast ~,|;-m:;'|-~. VLT
harvested. Most sary explorers,
erigrants; and ethnographers did not record the defails of how these
native fish were collected, prepared, stored, and eaten The ancient
names for many of the speciés are unknown,




MIGRATIONS FROM THE PACIFIC
“

Phe Snake River was also wsed seasonally by acean-poing salmion
thiat nieeded the Tfresh water for spawning grounds, Misrations of
thiese fish, kiown as runs, were restricled to the western hall afthe
amake Biver because passde urther upstream was blocked] by
Shoshone Falls, However same SpECICs werE afne [o MLETAlE Jrka
north-central ldaho thraugh the Salmon Biver

Crral traclifion and cardy written records indicate that three TA{Or
sdlmion muns eocurred each veur. Stecthead trout made their st mo
iy March or Aprit In May or Tune, the summer €hinoek salmon
entered scuthern Idaho, Late spring alsa saw the migrations of
anckeye, or Bedfish, many of which reached Payette and Redfish
Likes in-central Iduho, From September through November the
Chinook salmon made o fall run The Jargest of these migralicns were
the Chinook runs. These important fish lost much of their weigh
during their long journey from the ocean. By the Gme they: reached
ldaho's walers, thiey averaged from ' # :

[y 20 pounds, the largest weighed
S0 peunds. After spawning, the
salmin (not the steelbead) dicd
leaving their emaciated and battered
tadics alomg the river banks
prodding food for ather wildlife

Ity -miost vears, salmon were
plentiful. Sorme vears, because of
lowe water, they failed to min into
the Spake River Basin of southern
ldahio. The quantity and quality
vapee rom year o year as well as in
the different runs. How long ago these ruris first started is not known
However, through fime the runs diminished in sz and frecuency
loday: the Snake River Bagin salrion runs are nearky dxtingt.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE
TeE——— e e

Archacologists geacrally agree that humans first entered Tdaho
somctime prior o EAO00 years ago, This ancient past b ddahachas
been divided inte three general fime periods = the Paleo-Indian,
Archaic and Historic

Ahe earlicst is cilled the Paleo-Indian period. It lasted from 12000
L Z000 years agn. Palec=Indians were immigrants from castern. Asia
wha crossed into North America in pursuit of now-extine, ice age
miammals such as mammath, camels, giant blson, and ground sloth.
Evithence ol these-first [dabioans carybhe found in beautifislly worked

stoneweapons called Clovis points such as thase founed at the Simon
aite near Fairheld Further evidence was found deepanside Wilson
Butte Cave, north of Eden There, an andienl fire hearth containing
burnt bones of extinet bisen and camel, and stone tools, was dated at
10,506 vears old. Around this time, Clovis points gave way to the
smaller Folsom points. These are found across the southern part of
the state and wiers Osed o hunt bison

Around 7000 years ago a climatic change and other factars cased
the: mass extinetions of the large animals that had previously' roamed
across southern-ldaho. A new lifestyle beaan o emerge marking the
entd of the Paleo-Indian period, The ‘Archaic Pered” from 7000 o
300 years ago; saw more diverse food procurement activities. Hunling,
ishing. and wathering prowvided the
food and new techiniques and tools
erabled a mare intense nse af
Ielahey's mamral resources
Puring this lime period many
W imventions appeared in
archicological sites, such as the
attatl Gspeerhrower], basketry,
fiber cordage, and seed grinders,
Mear the end of the Archaic
perioed, pottery and the bow and
arrow appeaned.

Although many archacological
sites n southern ldaho have beéen
excavated, fewt have revealed notable evidenee of fishing. Spears, nets,
foioks baskets, and drying racks were usually made of woad, bone,
anid fibrous materials which easily decay. Skeletal remains of mosl
fishies are smisll and deticate and are seldom preserved. Backbones
(vertebrae) and scales are sometimes preserved o sullicient quantity and
condition o allow identification of species and dating of the remains.

Fish remains have been dated from nine archaeolopical sites. Some
are nearhe A wedrs obds These include Schellbach Cave, Kanaka
Rapids, 10-0GG-275 10-00-278, 10-0G06-1, 10-TF-352, Three Tsland
Crossing, ane the Clover Creek Site, all on the Snake Biver, Nahas
Cave.in the Owyhee Uplands and Dy Creele Rocksheiter in the Boise
Foothills. A few bits and pieces of fish line, netting. bone barbs, and
hooks have also been recovered. An important exception o this
scarcity of fishing gear was found m Schellbach Cave, near Swan Falls
Ciam, where harpoon points; net sinkers, a fishhook, and fish line
wiere found. In addition, stone fences which served as part of large
fish traps still can be seenin the Snake River below Hagerman Valley,

The final period in Idaho prehistory is marked by the introduction
of the horse and inflox of Euro-American people from 300 to 100
years ago. The previous 7000 vears of prehistory, which saw fittle
cultural change, came'to an abmapt end as influences fram a

e ciliure spread rapidiy across the Wese I'r.-||:;_n:::'~;_ n:::-:plr:-r.r-r-;,




missienaries, ranchers, farmers, and soldiers brought many changes:
[rade goods, fircarms, new varteties of food, and textiles were
embraced by the native inhabitants. Disease, starvation, and
reserviations changed traditional lifesvavs. The construction of dams
brotght an end 4o the migratony rens and to salmon: fishing on the
Snake River

THEY CALLED THEMSELVES...

Beralse our archgological evidence
identilics people by artifact tepe, not
I'|'-." name, schalars AR E R Rl AR e 0N the
arigin amd klentity ol ddaha's ancienl
|:l:'r:l[:l|-". Several theories Havae bear
proposed-incuding erewhich
sugpests that the Shoshonean prophe
cane b [dano oniy wiathin the Last
feww theusand years, replacing othor
Lrpak Basin peaple whits carme e
earlicr Another theory suggests that
there hiss been fitfle cultural change in the last 10,000 years and the
Shoshoni were the first and only inhabitants. In the fiest wrilten
accounts, it wis reported thit the Indians in the Snake River Basin
referred o themseves by several different names ._II||'I::-|_IEI'| they spoke
the sarme language. The names uscd by each Broup referred fo the
major food collecting activity practic edd in their "home” territary. Thus,
ilirs the Bomcland thew hunted rabbitss they called themselves Ribtis
Eaters or Eumadiika (ki-me-dukal. [f they hunted mountain sheep
tiey were Mountain Sheep Eaters or Tukadizka Oo-ka-dicka), Grond
Hog caters were Yahandidka (pa-hoedukal Those who ate salmaon
fagad) were the Salmon Eaters or Agaidika. Together, they called
themselves Meme (nemel or prople: The name Shashoni was given to
them by the whites

A ROUND OF SEARSONS

The [ncdians whe lved inosouthern Klaho s[pent
much-of vach year on the move from one food
resouree to another Each season: brought forth
varieties af nuls: seeds poods and berrices, Wildfife
wiad the food of thoice during cerfain seasons:
Fhe seasonal movement feom one Tood Tesagroe
lz another is called the “seasonal foundd™ In
spiithern Idaho this strategy was dlaborate and
peopuireed people to move from fowe elevations:in

the cooler months te higher elevations in the spring and summer,
[T seasonal runs of migratony fish were an imporiant influgnice

on this mavement of prople, They collected camas on the Camas
Prairic when it was ready, and fish from the Snitke River swhen thiy
were abundant.

EARLY CONTACTS

When explorers and trappers first
entered southern ldaha, they met many
native people, Some adveniurers took
the lime to record their colorful
ohservations and experiences. Some
descriptions appesr o be accurate, while
others are fancful or derogatory:
SUrvivi r'lp documenis describe many
facets of daily life of the native peoples. From early eve wilness

accounts recorded in journals: and scientific studies by ethnographers,

it appears that many Shoshoni of western fdaho spent much of the
year near streams where salmon could be taken. Several writers
indicate that fishing was an important sibsistence activity.

Onthe Snake Biver, probably-in the section between-Shoshone
Falls and Salmeon Falls, the Astoria parly saw a number of dwellings
whichy in October 111,

“wiere very. comnforable: ench bl 115 pile of wormmwond ot the door for
Suel; and vathin was alndaer of salmon, sone fresh, il te grecter
i B R AR T T rF.rlerrHrnr,l'i were Umimiense guantities of the heads
and skins of salmon, the best pard of which had been cured, aind hidden
in the grownd” Along this pae of the river, e shoves were "Tined with
deaed salmon.” “There were signs of buffalo having been there, bt a long

limie before”

On_August 25 thev saw about 100 lodges of Shoshoni fishing at
salmeen Falls, On the noarthern side of the river below Salmon Falls
thiesy

“passed several camps of Shoshontes, from some of whon they procered
salfmon, bt in geenal they veere toe wrechtedly poor 1o furmish anp-

Ihing®
At Salmon Falls, in August 25, 1812, the Astoria party

“suw Shoshonnes Busily engaged &ilting end drying fish. The salmon
fegin lo leap shortly affer suarise At this lime the Indians swim te e
cerifer of the falls, where sonme station themselves an rocks, and oiliers
stanned tar thetr weaiats wn die waler, all armed with spears tharpooms!, with
which (hey cssail the saltmon as they atlempt io teap, o7 foll kack

©



extiausted. . Mr Mifler, i the course of fis winderings, hod bee al
these Julls, and hiad seen several thousard salmor laken in e anrse of
ane afleroon”

At the sarme falls; Fremont 1842 observed that inthe spring the
salmon were so abundant,

“thal ey merely throw i their spears el random, certain af brisging out

a fish”
The Indians were paddling about in
“koats made of nishes®

In 1842 Fremont mentioned no camps above Salmaon Falls, but’ saw
several at the falls and below it

*We now wery Jrequenily saw Indians, who were sinchar along e river al
every (ilile rapic veliere fish are for b canghl”

He gescrited the Shoshoni at Salemon Falls as

‘pacr” ard “but stightly provided with wisler clething: there s bt litle
-t fizrnish skins for the purpose; and of a fittle arimal which
seetinad o e ot musserons, it requied baventy skins o make o fovering
fo the ketees_ . (the Indiansf grow fof and becomee paor with the

salmon. " and livad in “semicircelar huls mede of willm tharched over
willt shraw ard opert do the surmy soutl”

HOW FiSH WERE TAKEN

The frequent movement of small groups af people across the
countryside did notallow. much opporfunity for social interaction.
Howewver, ishing was one activity that did

Many families would gather al pood fishing sites, some cooperaling
in constructing dams and weirs, others fished alone with spears,
haoks, and other devices, Cthers wolld assist in the drying of the
catch for winter use

Fishing places were nol “private property”
a5 wie understand it today. Ownership of
fishing places svas based upan use: In effect,
the fishing place was awned because it was
usiel by a group, Fishing rights were shared as
long as permission was granted from the
eurrent user. In facl, people were encoaraged
b winit good places When o dam or weir was
pruill, four or five familles cooperated in it
construction under the direction of 4 person
with the necessary knowledge. The director
veas called kuvracanaeiiani (ki-wvir J|‘.'|-|.'_|_|'.|:j-.ll.'J-I|'i:'

“The kewadarghhiand was considered o be the owner of the danm. He
toot the responsthalily of visiting the dam o remove the fish from e
hasket Iraps angd qf:if':rrff?lrrjrl_q them dnarg thr I|:.'.:'|'_|_|'_l|'._- whe fod assosied
him. Far fis trowlie bie Kept the greater share of the calch. Dams and
werirs wire rebudll each year If the divedor died any other competent person
look chiorge”

“Constantion.of fist weirs invotvea soverad fartilies, ¥airs wre fuilt
ant the Lermhi Bover and other fribuiaries buf mof in the Salmion Kiver
Lisually three or four families oooperatad. Othier persons sometimes slole
Ihie catd or even s I._:[,rl-llf wirin, bt nothing was done about . Foar
covatruction of more ambitions wiirs, eepecally in the Lembi River, aboi
20 farilies copprrated, erecting Wieir lepees on the bank at each end of it
A man wirs shationed af cach-md of the weir dowalch for the fish while
the prople danced. When the fish came he requestat a migiber of tmem fo
e alang the wer and elp him ranove the fish, They srung the fish on
willows and carried them to shore, distriburling them among
the families.. .=

FISHING DEVICES

Many ingemous antifacls snd
technigques were developed to harvest fish from southern [daho
walers, Individisals fished with nets, traps, baskets: hooks and line,
and harpoons of many varieties. Most fishing impiements wiere made
af bone or wood and were assemided using fber cordage, sinew, and
resinous glues imade from pine pitch] and sealants.

The mast impaortant fshing implement was the barpoon, They
ransed i stee from seven o 14 feet o bength dnd bhad defachable,
composite points attached to'the shaft by loose cords, The shalt was
eften-a single pole with 4 serviceberry or gressewond foreshalt and
pProngs:

“The fish-spear 15 bentiful adapéation of an idea o g pogose. e
feantaf it is af howe do whishea small sleong line is atlached rear the
neichidte; connetivng it with the shaff, abocl tai feet. from the poind.
Somewhal loward the forward end of this Brad, e 5 small mole,
whiich enfers il ranging sofely dsvierd tie pesint of $he e af i aiite
stiallome dn this hole the from! mud of the shaft s placed. s head 15
aboel v gind a Tealfinches long, the shajt abau) fer feet, and of light
rer o W e slmon o sluegeen @5 sfang, e Tead il o defacked
by thewithdrawal of tieshaft; and being constrined by fhe siring,
which still conmects it with fle Openrtor, lurns (s posiiion b one e
af it divection witileenlering, If the Jish i sirong, the stalf is relonquished,
aniel operalesas o By o oldain the fish when e his tired down by
streplingg

- Alexander Wieelh, along the Snoake Biver, 1831




Ip nets were made from willow rods bent into cireular hoops Raited hooks were frequently used in southern ldaha, The most
abibit three fect inodiameter f:r|||r---.h.L|'_:u_|‘.t| nets hung from lf_ul' Bsops common form was a small, bi-painted piece of bone tied in the center
With these, lishermen, sometimes standing on wonden scaffolds, tev-a lenpth of lne A maore elaborate varsty involved o barbs
scooped fish from small streams. Similar nets with two handles were which bvisted in a cross=wise position when swallowed, Bone hooks
wsed i rapids.to catch fish which resernbled modern hooks were also used, Single hooks were
employed although it was common 1o use multiples with as many a8

=4 scoop el without handles was held by @ map wading in a smull : : :
soveral dozen hooks attachend fo a single line

g 4 - . ] -
siream: odfer persang drave the fish o Jiim. This nef R a wallow nm

st cord miade of @ red-fark plant™ !
Alexander Ross, Lembi Kiver, 1455 STORING, COOKING,
Lifting nets consisted of two long poles lastened & PRESERVING FISH

logether with a rectangular seetion of netting
pathered at one end. These worked: somewhat ik Fish were pregared by first
a purse, with the fisherman manipulating the bring butchered using sharm storne
poles to open and clese the bag, Makis ot stone knives with

Lo nets were made frem nette or wild lax
The pet was about B feet wide and 10-15 feet long,
Met sinkers were made from river cobbles with a
shallow groove pecked around the midele, or

hianedles made ol o or e
[ different butcheny techniques
wiete useddIn the fiest the heack
tatls, fins - and oreans were

smaoth rouned cobbles wrapped with rushes and bound at both ends. remaved and some of them eaten
Met floats kept the pet in a vertical position in the water almost immediately. Engs or fos

Seine nets were used for fishing on a large scale. Cin the Sriake weere pongidercd a delicac ydid eaten raw much like caviar today,
Biver near Fort Hall in 1811, the Astana party observed a The hady was cut into three sections - first lenathwise, then the lower

siddes wirne separated. In the second method, the head, fail, and fins
wire remnoved, but the body was split in hall lengthwaise.
Fish were fhen i deied, boiledin day pots, baked in emihen s,

“seine-neatly nrade with meshies in the ordusary manner, of the fibers of

wild fleax or neltle’

Similar nets on the Lemhi River were 8-10 feet square, had stone or smoked. Air drying was most commic and smoking i the leas)
weights, and were held by ropes at the corners by faur swimmcrs O common lorm of preparation. Prepared fish were caten fresh or
men on balsa rafts: Some seine nets were as much as 50-60 fect long ground into a flour then Stlored in bags made of fish skins. The meat
and 15 feet wide. These larger nets had a vertical pole guide at each was also combined with vertebrae, roe, and herries or other vegetable |
end, 10 wooden floats fied to their upper edges. and grooved stone miaterial then pulverized into & paste, formed into small cakes, and
sinkers ted to their lower edaes, The floats were about four feel long sun-dried into pemican. Femican could be stored for a long time
and several inches in diameter. Cooked or dried fish were eaten [resh or stored for use later-in the |
Weirs were made of willow pales planted vertically in the stream year Dried fish were bundled with 'cond info bales.
bed, or stone fences, The simplest weirs were straight or angled fences |
t stop the movement of fish, More complex weirs could involve LOOKING INTO A CLOUDY PAST

multiple fences, raceways, and traps of many farms.

“L hatve ot observed thal the Indians ofien altentpl fishing in the big Phe: evidenoe presented in this cxhilsi
mm:'l witere il 15 wins arid 41'"?-: JF"T I|:i|rr|r.'.':||'|lr ﬂrﬁfﬁr fhe :"h"n' |.|'-:'-E+.5.- e incicates Hal I'::j NEFE WS A ImApoT dctivityan the
Across these, a nel of closely wover willows ts siretched, placed rrr.'unh!_r:, e R R e
and exleiding from the bottom o seeeral feel above the sirfuce. /4 number Americans Mot all anthropologists agree.on this
of Indians enler the water about o hundred yands above the nel, and

; it f isstie, Recently, some schofars have reexamined
witlking closely, drive e fish in @ body against the wicker vork. Here

ther evidence and siugpested that although isting

' £ S - al - g T 1 B e

they frequently Beeome entangled, and are aiways ‘-‘I'f*l“-“‘!- the spear i3 wis important, the unpredictability. of the nuns
fen used dexlerously, and fliy aare It ol ane by one, dgon the il queshiopabienutritional valie of the
store” resturce wolld heve made Nshoa less allractive

— Jokn Townsmd Clario,. Cregon, 1855

> . i it kiR il et | |
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