From the State
Director’s Desk

Welcome to this issue of Vantage,
the first in a new series of newsletters
that will engage and inspire us all as
we take stock of our success stories
for sharing within these pages.

The Bureau of Land Management
Eastern States (BLM ES) manages a
lot of territory. We play a central
role in fostering the management and
conservation of public lands and
resources as they occur in the 31
states east of and bordering the
Mississippi River. But we wouldn’t
be able to manage this vast expanse
of public lands if it weren’t for our
employees who do so much good
work.

I am proud to be part of such a great
team, and I hope this newsletter will
give our employees the opportunity
to share their accomplishments and
stories with one another and the rest
of the BLM.

Eastern States has many stories to
tell, and we expect to increase our
visibility over the next year with this
and future editions of our Vantage
newsletter, and with the much
anticipated roll-out of our Facebook
and Twitter accounts later this
spring.

John Ruhs, State Director

I encourage you to submit your
success stories along with general
news and updates to your new
Vantage newsletter. I also hope you
will participate in our upcoming
social media debut, linking our social
media stories to your own personal
sites, and retweeting @BLM_ES
posts.

I’m looking forward to reading all
about the great work you do in
BLM’s Eastern States!

John F. Ruhs
State Director
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Upcoming Events

Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse

April

Keep America Beautiful Month

April 7, 14, 21, 23, 28, 30: Gunston Elementary
Environmental Investigators after school program,
Lorton, VA

April 21-May 5: WH&B internet adoption
April 22: Earth Day event at Meadowood (WO-
400 and ES staff)

April 22: Earth Day

April 24: Hayfield Secondary School wood
thrush field trip at Meadowood

April 24-25: WH&B adoption, Springfield, OH
April 24-25: WH&B adoption, Marshall, NC
April 25: Mason Neck Eagle Festival, Mason
Neck State Park, VA

April-Oct.: Meadowood campout and outings
with Sierra Club, Baltimore Inspiring Outings, and
Digital Harbor High School

May

American Wetlands Month

May 1: From the Heart School career day, MD
May 1-2: WH&B adoption, Benton, AR

May 2: Vietnamese Scout group - Horse lessons,
biking and hiking at Meadowood

May 8: Beacon Heights School career day, MD

May 8: JILONA and National Conservation
Lands Anniversary Celebration Event

May 9: International Migratory Bird Day

May 9 —10: Cesar Chavez will host a campout at
Meadowood, sponsored by Sierra Club

May 13: Bartels Middle School students name an
island in the Wisconsin River with Northeastern
States District Office (NSD) staff.

May 15-16: WH&B adoption, Florence, SC
May 16: National Parks to Kids Day,
Washington, DC, events

May 16-17: The Concerned Black Men Inc.
campout and service project at Meadowood

May 26: Jefterson Elementary School
Environmental Program, Alexandria, VA

May 29: D.C. Department of the Environment
Fair, at Anacostia Park (NPS)

May 29-30: WH&B adoption, Cassopolis, MI

June

¢ Great Outdoors Month

e June 2: Oil and gas lease sale

e June 2-16: WH&B internet adoption

e June 4: Buckingham Coal Public Hearing,

Glouster, OH

June 5-7: Mi Espacio campout at Meadowood,
sponsored by Sierra Club

June 6: National Trails Day

June 16: Ross Elementary School field trip to
Meadowood

June 26-27: WH&B adoption, Raymondbville,
MO

June-August: D.C. Department of the
Environment summer youth camps and programs

(NPS)




Seasonal Highlights

ES State Office Move— On Jan. 17, 2015, the BLM ES ® Hosted “American Heroes and America’s Public
State Office relocated from Springfield, VA, to 20 M Lands” for veterans and children at Lower Potomac

Street, SE, Suite 950, Washington, DC 20003. Field Station. Over 350 attendees enjoyed rock wall
climbing, archery, fishing, and observing a wild
horse and burro adoption.

® Relocated approximately 300 mineral tract books

with roughly 4,000 + pages of original mineral

records. ® (Completed the final two intermediate mountain
biking trails at Meadowood, one of which has the
largest progressive bike ramp in the country at over
300 feet long. The completion of the two new trails
adds an additional 1.3 miles of trails to Meadowood
for a total of 18 miles.

® Partnered with the Muscular Dystrophy Association
on National Public lands Day to distributed over 70
tons of crushed stone to widen and improve access
to trails for those with disabilities.

® Opened a new multi-agency kiosk at Meadowood
that serves as the gateway to the Mason Neck
National Wildlife Refuge. The kiosk provides

Tract book cabinet installation at ES State Office. information to visitors on recreational and

educational opportunities offered by all partners in

the area.

® (Created the JILONA Facebook page, and the BLM
ES Facebook and Twitter page.

® Completed East Lynn Lake Coal Lease Sale for 23.7
million tons of coal in West Virginia.

® Relocated approximately 2,000 land tract books
with roughly 10,000+ pages of original land patent
records.

® Transferred to the National Archives and Federal
Records Center more than 5,000 square feet (2
vaults) of ES patent volumes and western states
survey plats and field notes, including 1,689 closed ® Adopted 631 horses and burros in in FY14, and 183

oil and gas case files, 36 closed coal exploration to date in FY15. Found homes for 89 sale burros in
license case files, and 198 closed hard rock coordination with The Humane Society of the
prospecting permit case files. United States.

® Moved more than 4,000 case files to M Street for
use by BLM employees and the public in our new
public room.

® Moved over 500 boxes of staff records and working
files.

® Recycled 183 tons of paper.

® Recycled more than 50 work stations and 30
shelving units.

® Donated, under Service First, furniture and
equipment to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
National Park Service, and Habitat for Humanities.

® Donated custom binding/framing materials to the
GPO and Art Enables in Washington, DC.

® Donated excess office materials to local schools. Dan Russell at a Florida WH&B Adoption.




From the Field

SSD Hosts Lichen
Specialists at Jupiter Inlet
Lighthouse ONA

By: Shayne Banks

Ann DeBolt and Roger Rosentreter, lichen specialist and
former BLM employees from Idaho, joined BLMers,
Peter DeWitt, JILONA manager and Faye Winters,
wildlife biologist, the week of Jan, 26, 2015 at the Jupiter
Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding Natural Area (ONA).

They were following-up on a transplant conducted by
Ann and Faye in 2009, which relocated 30 endangered
perforate lichen (Cladonia perforata) from a fire prone
area in the southern portion of the ONA to a burned site
on the north side of the ONA to assess the viability of
transplanting this highly endemic species.

Ann DeBolt, Roger Rosentreter and BLMer Peter DeWitt
starting off the public walk with an overall talk on lichens
and the ONA.

Perforate lichen is a rare species of lichen. It is endemic to the
state of Florida and it is native to a very specific type of Florida
scrub habitat (found at the ONA) which is increasingly rare and
patchy due to habitat destruction, degradation, and fragmentation.

During the follow-up monitoring, they located a total of
162 perforate lichen at the transplant locations, 105 of
which were at least as large as the original transplanted
individuals. “This can be considered a huge success for
this very slow growing lichen,” said Faye, who was very
excited for the discovery.

Also occurring during the week, were two lichen walks
directed by Ann and Roger. One was slated for
professional biologists and the second was for interested
public.

Overall, interest was high and participant numbers for
both walks were increased to accommodate more people,
and both walks still had waiting lists. “ It is great to have
the public wanting to come out and learn more about
lichen and the ONA itself,” said Peter. “We had a great
time and everyone learned a tremendous amount. We
hope to have more educational walks for the public in the
future.”

In addition, the ONA was surveyed for additional lichen
species, and while the numbers are still being tallied,
approximately 30+ additional macro lichens were
collected and added to the ONA species list, as well as
60+ lichen crusts.
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News From Our District Offices

0\
j : By: 4 Martha Malik
Photos by: T@f‘esa Jefferson

At the entrance to the Wood Thrush Trail Hayfield Secondary School students pose with their guides Mary Elfner of the Virginia
Audubon Council and Theresa Jefferson, Environmental Education Specialist.

Every year Hayfield Secondary School Students participate in a nature walk at the Meadowood Special Recreation
Management Area (SRMA) sponsored by the BLM ES and Virginia Audubon Society.

This past April, twelve students headed out to explore Meadowood with their guides Mary Elfner from the Virginia
Audubon Council, and Theresa Jefferson, a BLM environmental education specialist.

The group started out their journey on the Wood Thrush Trail. They soon heard several wood thrushes, identified
various other birds, and viewed a bluebird nest containing four blue eggs. In addition, students learned how to make
out bird flight patterns and how to distinguish different bird songs. They also found frogs in a small puddle of water
in the roots of a downed tree, touched a black snake, and observed wild flowers, including buttercups and violets,
before recognizing milkweed, mosses, and fungi.

The Meadowood SRMA, located 18 miles southwest of Washington D.C., offers a wide variety of recreational
activities including: 13.4 miles of hiking trails, 7 miles of horseback r1d1ng trails and 6.6 miles of mountain biking
trails including a universally accessible trail to Hidden Pond, two fishing ponds,
800 acres of forest and meadows, horse boarding stable, geocaching, picnicking
and bird watching.

Meadowood’s Education and Outreach program reaches over 17,000 students in
the DC, Maryland and Virginia region every year. Environmental education
programs are offered to homeschoolers, public and private schools, local 4-H
groups and community youth agencies. Programs consist of bird identification,
fishing, habitat hikes, tree identification, Urban Leave No Trace, tracking,
invasive weed removal, clean-up days, and many other outdoor environmental A student practicing his bird watching
education activities. skills.




Employee News

BLM-ES welcomes new employees!

Northeastern States District

David M. Farrar, program
specialist with the WH&B
Program, joined the NSD on
Feb. 8, 2015. He is married
with four children and two
grandchildren. Farrar served 10
years in the U.S. Air Force
before working for the U.S.

Christopher (Chris) Flury,
program specialist with the
WH&B Program, joined the
NSD on Jan. 25, 2015. He
previously served for 20 years in
the U.S. Navy and worked for 7
years in the truck repair and fleet
management industry. Flury has

been married for 24 years and Postal Service for almost 5

has three children and four grandchildren. He enjoys years. He joined the BLM as a wild horse and burro
golfing and riding his Harley-Davidson. Flury and his wrangler in Utah in 2005-2006, returned to the private
wife are active members of the Kettle Moraine Curling sector, and rejoined the BLM as a wrangler in Rock
Club. He is also a member of Mukwonago American Springs, Wyoming in September 2013.

Legion Post 375.

Fred R. Holzel, geologist, joined
the NSD on Jan. 25, 2105. He
previously worked for 11 years as
a geologist located at the BLM
Nevada Winnemucca District
Office. Prior to joining the BLM,

Julie J. King, petroleum
engineering technician (PET),
joined the NSD on Dec. 14, 2014.
She began her BLM career at the
Colorado River Valley Field
Office, Silt Colorado, as a PET
eventually becoming the lead Holzel worked at a number of
PET. King has 26 years of different open pit and

federal service which includes the U.S. Coast Guard, and underground gold mines in

Minerals Management Service (Inspection Unit, Gulf of northern Nevada. He completed a Bachelor of Science
Mexico). Degree in Geology from Marietta College in Marietta,

Ohio and a Master of Science Degree in Geology from
Bowling Green State University in Bowling Green, Ohio.

In the Spotlight

Jen Youngblood, a land law examiner for the NSD, comes to us from the far reaches
of our public lands in Anchorage, Alaska. She was born and raised in the high desert
of California and currently lives between Wisconsin and Alaska.

She is a member of the Mvskoke Creek Nation (maternal) and Chemehuevi Tribe of
California (paternal) and is Panther Clan (Katsalg) on her Mother’s side. “I work to
make my ancestors proud,” Jen noted.

Jen considers herself a scientist first and lawyer second. She enjoys traditional
dancing, developing Tribal environmental educational materials, and speaking to
civic and other groups regarding various topics related to her areas of expertise. She
is an adjunct professor and sits on the President’s Advisory Council for Carroll
University in Waukesha, Wisconsin and was honored in 2014 with the “Graduate of
the Last Decade” award for her work with Tribes and Tribal environmental programs.

Continued on page 8



By: Dominica VanKoten

This is the question asked by a surveyor in Minnesota.
Through the diligent research of an Eastern States Cadastral
survey employee the answer was found:

Azariah Theodore Crane Pierson (1817-1889) was George
Hamilton’s cartographer for the 1879 surveys in
Minnesota. He was a very high ranking leader among the
Freemasons in Minnesota as well as belonging to the
Knights Templar. The crosses on the plat are symbols used
by the Knights Templar and the Freemasons.

In addition to working for the General Land Office, he was
also an Indian agent and served as the school superintendent
on a Chippewa reservation.

57 N Range.

gy

What does A.T.C.P. mean in the middle of the swamp in Minnesota?

There are at several Minnesota field note volumes that
contain diagrams by him along with his initials. There are
also several other plats in the Minnesota collection that bear
his initials scribed within swamp lands with several showing
the 1879 date. I’ve only seen one, though, that includes the
cross symbols.

This cartographer added his initials and symbols of his
affiliation to the Freemason’s on the face of these plats.
This is just one example of the fascinating history that can
be found in the land records of the Bureau.

Meanders
st | Coerses (v 1| oss | Coerses [ one e pusts [en

Courses

] 7 &)
Eaanabaa

1
\

i
!
|
[
i

| I [

i s7as N
Fopttpame |

3260

B

s

63260
sa30

P L) bl N

e 7o ertetion,

T el /I/// 7,,77,.,///. fo 45 /'/" //./'”,/7/4 S50 W 7/”//m o

Township tines.
NS ? 4 x

i ——"
GO.01.GG i st o 2
|

|Subdivisions o

R W L o L

A gt v Hhcdecy on gblf s Hok (e wchlselt frave Loon. eunmenideappptoned.
o p ; - >
| /////77/'/ e Comebads ///////r; A

A Dol Harewe. 3% 1874

S
SSat Gent.




Page 8 BLM Vantage

In the Spotlight

continued from page 6

Jen joined the NSD this December. She was previously a sociocultural specialist with the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management for the Alaska Region. She has over 20 years of experience in leading public and private organizations
in various disciplines, and holds degrees in Registered Nursing (actively licensed), Environmental Science/Physical
Geography (B.S.), Adult and Continuing Education (M.Ed.), and Law (J.D.).

Prior to her arrival into federal service, Jen owned and operated Anuqa Northstar Consulting. As the Principal/
President, she worked as an Environmental Scientist and Senior Policy Analyst for Tribal Communities (Alaska and
the Lower 48), Tribal Partnership Groups, and Tribal Governments/Business Entities and assisted with the facilitation
of Tribal environmental program development (Air, Superfund, NEPA, Water, Solid Waste, and IGAP Programs).
She was also a registered nurse death investigator, and police officer in her early career. In her spare time Jen enjoys
racing offshore powerboats, downhill skiing, and traveling.

From the Field

continued from page 5

Eastern States External Affairs Partners with VOWA to
Recognize Winners of Student Writing Competitions

By: Davida Carnahan

Members of the External Affairs team in BLM ES have for Noland Trail.” Cooper moved to Virginia from Wyoming
many years enjoyed a mutually-beneficial partnership with when she was 5. She has two older brothers and enjoys
the Virginia Outdoor Writers Association, Inc. or VOWA. writing, reading, being outside and playing with her two
This organization - a coalition of writers, photographers dogs.
and video/film producers — communicate through various

media on the out-of-doors and its enjoyment.

Each year, VOWA co-sponsors writing competitions with
Bass Pro Shop for high school aged writers and Dominion
Power Company for collegiate writers. A photography
contest is sponsored by Hunt's Photo and Video. The
objective of the competition is to mentor the next
generation of natural resource leaders as they share their
outdoor experiences.

Since 2010, BLM ES External Affairs employees have
participated as judges for the annual VOWA/Bass Pro
Shop High School writing competition. This year’s essays
shared students’ most memorable outdoor experiences.
They included accounts of the natural environment
bringing about an emotional healing, and finding much to
appreciate about nature even in the most mundane settings.

Ashton Cooper, a tenth grader from Point Option High
School in Virginian, is this year’s winner of the high Ashton Cooper, pictured on the right, won first place with her

school writing competition with her essay “Autumn at the essay, “Autumn at the Noland Trail.” Caroline Armstrong, on
the left, won second place this year with her essay titled, “Today.”




Autumn at the Noland Trail

By: Ashton Cooper, Grade 10, Newport News, VA

The morning is dark gloomy and cold, although the sun is trying to peak out from behind the clouds. The crisp leaves

crunch under our feet as we walk the trail heading to the first bridge. I take a deep breath of the fresh fall air, admiring
the deep red—almost purple, the blazing oranges, golden yellow fallen leaves against the brown sandy ground. I look

at the water as we cross the first bridge, green algae making a home on top of the water and the vibrant trees mirrored

on the lake. A sense of sadness washes over me as we come to the end of the bridge, but I shake it off and look out

onto the water while everyone’s laughter whirls around me.

I get lost in my thoughts—how my life has changed over the past year—as we walk to the one and half mile mark.
You see, the Noland Trail is a hard place for me to go to, mostly for this past year or so. My best friend passed away
from an undetectable heart condition here after our run for our cross country team. The wind picks up, causing the
trees to shake from the cold. The different colors glisten on the lake, the reds blend into the oranges making a sunset
on the water. It’s hard to tell the difference between where the water starts and where the tree line ends. It’s different

being here now rather in the summer, when the trees are dressed in green leaves and the skies are clear.

It becomes hard for me to continue going along the trail. I turn around feeling like I had a stone heart beating in my
chest and tears building up in my eyes. I look up at the sky as it starts to drizzle, the cold rain soothing my hot skin. It
reminds me that it is okay to feel this way. I take my time going back to my car, my senses taking in everything: the
smell of fresh rain on the leaves; the sounds of squirrels chasing each other up the trees and the sound of the rain fall-

ing on the leaves; other runner’s feet pounding on the ground as they pass me with a smile and a wave.

I become angry with myself as I come closer to the trail head. I know it wasn’t my fault, or anyone’s for that matter.
But I’m angry about how everything I know has changed. Going to the Noland Trail doesn’t bring me joy anymore

like it should.

I stop at the tree, the one we planted for my best friend, the wind swirling around me, rain falling on me. I’ve been
here few times before. Something about this day makes me feel strong and grateful, but furious at the world at the
same time. When we planted it, it was small with no leaves, not strong, and needing help to stand. Now it’s taller,
stronger, and able to stand on its own. I feel like the tree because I’'m stronger than I was when we planted it, but still

growing stronger every day. I felt content.




Public Land Photos

Members of the public enjoying an educational
walk at the ONA. The lichen public walk was very
popular and filled to capacity.

Roger Rosentreter is getting up-close-and—personal
with identifying a lichen at the ONA.

Share you photos with us at:
blm_es new_media@blm.gov,
cand look for them to appear in
- future issues of Vantage.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000

Eastern Box Turtle at the
Meadowood SRMA.
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