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Memorandum ‘Z g

To: State Director, Eastern States (ES-930) f—U o

From: Field Manager, Southeastern States Field Office

Subject: National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Review for Expressions of 'Int(c;rest
(EOI) in Alabama

We have completed our NEPA review for 2 EOls in Alabama (EOI #1517 and 1749). The
Determination of NEPA Adequacy Form (DNA) is attached. This is planned for the upcoming
September 2014 lease sale. Please return signed copies of the DNA to me for our records. If
you have any questions, please contact Alison McCartney at (601) 977-5407.
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
SOUTHEASTERN STATES FIELD OFFICE
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippt 39206

DETERMINATION OF NEPA ADEQUACY (DNA) FORM

ES-020-2014-8 Case/Project No.: EOI #1517, and 1749

ES-020-2014-12

PROJECT NAME: Alabama Lease DNA (EOIL #1517, and 1749)

TECHNICAL REVIEW:
X Program Reviewer Signature Date
X | Air Quality Alison McCartney
Natural Resource MM 3 Ilq l lL’
Specialist &
X | ACEC Alison McCartney
Natural Resource S K
Specialist pf M hcl h'f'
X | Botanical including T&E Spp. Faye Winters /‘/
Wildlife Biologist Kiéu, Wé’/ YN,
Communications (Dispatch) /4 / . . [
X | Cultural/Paleontology John Sullivan - /
Archeologist /""'@';g’e’/ ¥/29 p/
X i Energy Policy Alison McCartney, // ‘
Natural Resource WV 3 NG
Specialist " Jl h‘f
X | Environmental Justice Alison McCartney
Natural Resource
Specialist ASN\ 3][‘1 h "}
Farmlands (Prime & Unique)
Fire Management
X | Floodplain Alison McCariney
Natural Resource 3
Specialist PYSM Ith‘l
X | Hazardous Material Brian Kennedy = ) ?(%
Physical Scientist % W / 4
X | Invasive & Non-Native Spp. Alison McCartney
Natural Resource
Specialist P&M S ! lq/ ! f
Lands/Realty
Land Law Examiner
Law Enforcement
X | Minerals Alison McCartney
Natural Resource
Specialist g“SM 3,lq/ H’
X | Native American Religious Concerns | John Sullivan 2, / /‘ f
Archeologist
L] -,./F
Operations
Range Management .
X | Recreation Alison McCartney 3
Natural Resource
4
Specialist Q‘%M Jﬁ/’ [
X | Soils Alison McCartney Asm B{1A by
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Natural Resource
Specialist

Surface Protection

Visual Resources

Water Rights

X | Water Quality (Surface & Ground)

Alison McCartnhey
Natural Resource
Specialist

Bem

dla/y

X | Wetlands/Riparian Zones

Alison McCartney
Natural Resource
Specialist

Pom

Bliafiy

X | Wild & Scenic Rivers

Alison McCartney
Natural Resource
Specialist

s

sy

X | Wilderness

Alison McCartney
Natural Resource
Specialist

3liais

Wild Horse & Burro

X | Wildlife including T&E Spp.

Faye Winters
Wildlife Biologist

71

/177,

T,

Prepared by: W (ML C/Q/lj;"y

Alison McCartney

Nattyral Resource Spegialist
Reviewed by) ﬁ

ayior\

EA Coordmato
A TAA

‘Reviewed by:

Duane Wmters
Natural Resource Supervisor

Reviewed by: (“ M}(]CD\ J’-’V&/

Elidabeth Ivy
Minerals Supervisor
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Worksheet _ _
Interim Documentation of Land Use Plan Conformance and NEPA Adequacy (DNA)
U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management

Note: This Worksheet is consistent with the policies stated in the Instruction Memorandum
entitled, Documentation of Land Use Plan Conformance and National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) Adequacy. Transmitting this Worksheet and the guidelines for using the DNA
Worksheet are located in Appendix 8 - 161 H-1790-1 of The National Environmental Policy Act
Handbook (http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/info/NEPA.html).

A, Describe the Proposed Action

The proposed action is for the Bureau of Land Management Eastern States Office (BLM
ES) to lease 80.25 acres at the following locations:

EOI #1517: T3N, R14E, Sec. 7, NWNE, Covington County, St. Stephens Meridian, AL (40.05
acres)

EOI # 1749: TION, R3E, Sec. 18, NENW, Clarke County, St. Stephens Meridian, AL (40.20
acres)

The lease parcels would be subject to additional BLM-ES conditions which would include lease
stipulations and lease notices (Attachment 1). BLM-ES would offer the parcels at the September
2014 oil and gas lease sale,

B. Land Use Plan (LLUP) Conformance

LUP Name: Record of Decision for the Approved Resource Management Plan/ Final
Environmental Impact Statement for Public Lands and Minerals
Administered in Mississippi by the Bureau of Land Management Eastern
States Jackson Field Office

Date Approved: 1/26/09

The proposed action, including the attachment of appropriate stipulations, is in
conformance with the applicable LUP because it is specifically provided for in the following
LUP decisions:

The Record of Decision for the Approved Resource Management Plan/Final
Environmental Impact Statement for Public Lands and Minerals Administered in Alabama by the
Bureau of Land Management Southeastern States Field Office (AL ROD) states that 305,640
acres of BLM-administered, non-USFS Federal Mineral Ownership (FMO) will be open to oil

and gas leasing,

Lease stipulations regarding the following topics are applicable to the proposed action:
- Cultural Resources and Tribal Consultation
- Endangered Species
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- Sensitive Plant Species
- Aquatic Habitats

Lease notices/Best Management Practices (BMPs) including the followings topics also
apply to the proposed action:

- Migratory Birds and Federally Listed Wildlife

- Perching and Nesting Birds and Bats

- Invasive and Non-native Species

- Pesticide Application

- Produced Water Disposal

These BMPS are outlined in the AL, ROD and Swrface Operating Standards and Guidelines for
Oil and Gas Exploration and Development, Gold Book (BLM 2006).

C. Identify applicable NEPA documents and other related documents that cover the
proposed action,

List by name and date all applicable NEPA documents that cover the proposed action.

LUP Name: Alabama and Mississippi Final Environmental Impact Statement for
Public Lands and Minerals Administered by the Bureau of Land
Management Eastern States Jackson Field Office

Date Approved: 8/28/08
D, NEPA Adequacy Criteria

1. Is the current proposed action substantially the same action (or is a part of that action)
as previously analyzed? Is the current proposed action located at a site specifically
analyzed in an existing document?

The proposed action is part of an action previously analyzed in the Alabama and Mississippi
Final Environmental Impact Statement which states that 305,640 acres of BLM-administered,
non-USFS Federal Mineral Ownership (FMO) will be open to oil and gas leasing, Lease
stipulations and notices will be used to reduce adverse effects caused by surface-disturbing or
disruptive activities associated with oil and gas operations on BLM-administered, non-USFES
FMO. '

2. Is the range of alternatives analyzed in the existing NEPA document(s) appropriate with
respect to the current proposed action, given current environmental concerns, interests,
and resource values?

The range of alternatives analyzed in the Alabama and Mississippi Final Environmental Impact
Statement is appropriate with respect to the current proposed action. A wide range of
environmental concerns and resource values surrounding leasing and the potential development
of federal minerals was extensively addressed in the AL ROD,

3. Is the existing analysis valid in light of any new information or circumstances?
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The existing analysis contained in the Alabama and Mississippi Final Environmental Impact
Statement is current and there is no new information or circumstances that has arisen that would
render the previous analyses inadequate.

4. Do the methodology and analytical appreach used in the existing NEPA document(s)
continue to be appropriate for the current proposed action?

The AL ROD was signed on January 2009, Therefore the methodology and analytical approach
used is up to date and appropriate to use for leasing the proposed parcel.

5. Are the direct and indirect impacts of the current proposed action substantially
unchanged from those identified in the existing NEPA document(s)? Does the existing
NEPA document analyze site-specific impacts related to the current proposed action?

The direct and indirect impacts of the proposed action have not changed substantially from those
analyzed in the NEPA documents cited above. The previous NEPA analyses address the same
site-specific impacts for the proposed action.

6. Are the cumulative impacts that would result from implementation of the current
proposed action substantially unchanged from those analyzed in the existing NEPA
~document(s)?

Documentation of answer and explanation:

No new cumulative impacts would result beyond those previously addressed in the NEPA
documents cited above,

7. Are the public involvement and interagency review associated with existing NEPA
document(s) adequate for the current proposed action?

The public involvement and review process for the NEPA documents cited above is adequate for
the proposed action.

E. Interdisciplinary Analysis: Identify those team members conducting or participating in
the NEPA analysis and preparation of this worksheet,

Name: Alison McCartney Title: Natural Resource Specialist
Faye Winters Wildlife Biologist
John Sullivan Archaeologist
Brian Kennedy Physical Scientist
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Conclusion

Based on the review documented above along with attached lease stipulations, I conclude that
this proposal conforms to the applicable land use plan. In addition, the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) documentation fully covers the proposed action and constitutes the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) compliance with the requirements of NEPA.

Note: The signed Conclusion on this Worksheet is part of an interim step in the BLM’s internal
decision process and does not constitute an appealable decision. However, the lease, permit, or
other authorization based on this DNA is subject to protest or appeal under 43 CFR Part 4 and
the program-specific regulations.

Reviewed by: B Mb s S A e 3 /;2 8’/ o

Bruce Dawson
Southeastern States Field Office Manager

Approved by: Date:
Elena Fink
Deputy State Director for Natural Resources
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Attachment 1
Stipulations

Cultural Resources and Tribal Consultation

Stipulation; This lease may be found to contain historic properties and/or resources protected
under the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), American Indian Religious Freedom Act,
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, E.O. 13007, or other statutes and
executive orders. The BLM will not approve any ground disturbing activities that may affect any
such properties or resources until it completes its obligations under applicable requirements of
the NHPA and other authorities. These obligations may include a requirement that you provide a
cultural resources survey conducted by a professional archacologist approved by the State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). If currently unknown burial sites are discovered during
development activities associated with this lease, these activites must cease immediately,
applicable law on unknown burials will be followed and, if necessary, consultation with the
appropriate tribe/group of federally recognized Native Americans will take place. The BLM may
require modification to exploration or development proposals to protect such properties, or
disapprove any activity that is likely to result in adverse effects that cannot be successfully
avoided, minimized or mitigated.

Endangered Species

Stipulation: The lease area may now or hereafter contain plants, animals, or their habitats
determined to be threatened, endangered, or other special status species. BLM may recommend
modifications to exploration and development proposals to further its conservation and
management objective to avoid BLM-approved activity that will contribute to a need to list such
a species or their habitat. BLM may require modifications to or disapprove proposed activity that
is likely to result in jeopardy to the continued existence of a proposed or listed threatened or
endangered species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of a designated or
proposed critical habitat. BLM will not approve any ground-disturbing activity that may affect
any such species or critical habitat until it completes its obligations under applicable
requirements of the Endangered Species Act as amended, 16 U.S.C. " 1531 et seq., including
completion of any required procedure for conference or consultation.

Exception: None
Modification: None
Waiver: None

Sensitive Plant Species

Stipulation (CSU): All suitable special status plant species habitat will be identified during
environmental review of any proposed surface use activity. If field examination indicates that
habitat of one or more of these species is present, BLM will require a survey by a qualified
botanist for special status plants during time periods appropriate to cach species. Operations will
not be allowed in arcas where sensitive plants would be affected.
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Objective: To protect threatened, endangered, candidate, proposed, and BLM Sensitive Plant
Species.

Exception; An exception may be granted if the operator agrees to implement measures
developed in consultation with USFWS and coordination with state agencies.

Modification: The stipulation may be modified if it is determined that a portion of the lease areca
does not support sensitive plant species.

Waiver: The stipulation may be waived if it is determined that the lease area does not support
sensitive plant species.

Freshwater Aquatic Habitat

Stipulation (NSO): No surface occupancy or disturbance, including discharges, are permitted
within 250 feet of a river, stream, wetland spring, headwater, wet meadow, wet pine savanna,
pond, tributary, lake, coastal slough, sand bar, vernal pools, calcarcous seepage marsh, or small,
marshy calcarcous stream, If the slope exceeds 10 percent, the buffer may be extended to 600 feet
to provide adequate protection for aquatic habitats and associated species.

Objective: To protect the water quality of watersheds and natural stream substrate and morphology
and to avoid potential impacts to aquatic species and their habitat.

Exception: An exception may be granted if the operator agrees to 1) span creeks, rivers, wetlands,
and floodplains by attaching pipelines to bridges; 2) directionally drill wells and pipelines from
upland sites under creeks, rivers, other waters, and wetlands or3) implement other measures
developed in consultation with USFWS and in coordination with State agencies.

Modification: The buffer may be reduced if the adjacent waterway has been surveyed for 100 yards
upstream and 300 yards downstream of the site, and the results document the lack of
suitable/occupied/critical habitat for listed species which may be affected by the project, as
determined by the BLM and USFWS.

Waiver: None
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Lease Notices

Migratory Birds and Federally Listed Wildlife

Objective: To protect perch and roosting sites and terrestrial habitats for and to avoid potential
impacts to migratory birds and federally listed wildlife.

Any reserve pit that is not closed within 10 days after a well is completed and that contains water
must be netted or covered with floating balls, or another method must be used to exclude
migratory birds.

Maximum design speed on all operator-constructed and maintained (non-public) roads shall not
exceed 25 miles per hour to minimize the chance of a collision with migratory birds or other
listed wildlife species.

All powerlines must be built to protect raptors and other migratory birds, including bald eagles,
from accidental electrocution, using methods detailed by the Avian Power Line Interaction
Committee (APLIC 2006)

Perching and Nesting Birds and Bats

Objective: To prevent birds and bats from entering or nesting in or on open vent stack
equipment.

Open vent stack equipment, such as heater-treaters, separators, and dehydrator units, will be
designed and constructed to prevent birds and bats from entering or nesting in or on such units
and, to the extent practical, to discourage birds from perching on the stacks. Installing cone-
shaped mesh covers on all open vents is one suggested method. Flat mesh covers are not
expected to discourage perching and will not be acceptable.

Invasive and Non-Native Species

Objective: To discourage the spread of invasive, non-native plants.

Use of native or non-invasive plants in seeding mixtures will be encouraged to stabilize disturbed
arcas and during restoration activities. Construction sites will be surveyed for invasive species
prior to ground disturbance. If invasive species are found, the proper control measures will be
used to either eradicate the species from the area or minimize its spread to other areas. If
cogongrass is found on site, equipment will be washed before exiting the site to prevent the
spread of this highly invasive species to other locations. Post-construction monitoting for
cogongrass and other invasive plant species should be conducted to ensure eatly detection
control, In the case of split-estate lands, final seed mixtures will be formulated in consultation
with the private landowner.

Pesticide Application

Objective: To protect the water quality of watersheds and natural stream substrate and
morphology supporting special status species and their host species.
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Any ground application of herbicides or other pesticides, sterilants, or adjuvants within 150 feet
of listed species or habitat will require site-specific control measures developed in coordination
or formal consultation with USFWS. No aerial application of herbicides or pesticides will be
permitted.

Produced Water Disposal

Objective: To protect water quality, aquatic habitals, and special status species.

The preferred method for disposal of produced water will be through reinjection to a permeable
formation with total dissolved solids (TDS) content higher than 10,000 milligrams per liter
(mg/1.), and that is not hydrologically connected to caves, wetlands, or surface water. Injection of
produced water is regulated by the Underground Injection Control (UIC) program administered
by state agencies.
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1208-B Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526

N REPLY REFER TO: ' . o e 55% Fr=
’ :'fuwﬁq 7"\?1&4’ ‘f’;-m;‘ 2 % ;?\ o
2014-1-0290 FEB 1 9 201 wil vz
" Ms. Alison McCartney S |
Natural Resource Specialist - - - FEB 70 2004
Bureau of Land Management _
411 Briarwood Drive BUREAU U8 LAND MANAGEMENT

Suite 404 o | N
Jackson, MS 39206-3058 : :

Dear Ms. McCartney:

This responds to your submittal, dated February 2, 2014, of a Biological Assessment for an
Expression of Interest that was submitted to your field office for a 40.05 acre tract of land in
Covington County, Alabama (Project;: EOI #1517), and a 40.20 acre tract of land in Clarke
County, Alabama (Project: EQI #1749). Our report is submitted under the provisions of the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and the Fish
& Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661- 66¢ et seq.).

Our records indicate that several of the listed species in your 'rep‘ort may exist within or near the
project area and therefore, more information on how the project may affect these species is
necessary for our office to evaluate your determination.

In addition to the species in your document, please note the Conecuh River is designated as
critical habitat for: Round Ebonyshell (Fusconaia rotulata), Fuzzy pigtoe (Pleurobema
strodeanum), Narrow pigtoe (Fusconaia escambia), Choctaw bean (Villosa choctawensis),
Southern kidneyshell (Ptychobranchus jonesi), Southern sandshell (Hamiota(=Lampsilis)
australis), and Gulf sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi).

Upon receipt of this additional information, wé will provide a section 7 review. If you need
further information, please contact Mr, Matt Laschet of my-staff at (251)441-5842,

Sincerely,

- William J. Pearson

Field Supervisor _
‘Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

PHONE: 251-441-51381 FAX:251-441-6222




United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
[208-B Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526

IN REPLY REFER TO:

2014-1-0290 MAR 1 1 2014

Ms, Alison McCartney
Natural Resource Specialist
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206-3058

Dear Ms. McCartney:

This responds to your submittal, dated February 2, 2014, of a Biological Assessment for an
Expression of Interest that was submitted to your field office for a 40.05 acre tract of land in
Covington County, Alabama (Project: EOI #1517), and a 40.20 acre tract of land in Clarke
County, Alabama (Project: EOI #1749). Our report is submitted under the provisions of the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and the Fish
& Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661- 66¢ et seq.).

Based on our conversations and the information you provided, we concur with your findings of
may effect not likely to adversely affect, for the species located in EOI1 #1517 and #1749 for the
Expression of Interest activities. As we discussed this concurrence only applies to the leasing
phase of this project and does not include any surface disturbing activities. If any snrface
disturbing activities such as drilling is called for, it would be necessary to consult on that phase.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project and look forward to working with you
in the future. If you need further information, please contact Mr. Matt Laschet of my staff at
(251) 441-5842.

Sincerely,

Latvr.

William J. Pearson
Field Supervisor
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

PHONE: 251-441-5181 FAX; 25(-441-6222




