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- These two areas mclude pomons of the
Dugger Mountain ndge that lic outside the °
: Dugger Mountain Wilderhess. Scénic upland -
oak-hickory forest occurs on the upper slopes
. and pine-hardwood forests occur along the . : s
lower slopes, with mesic ‘hardwidod forest in When- 1 Was.a. boy, ﬁy pamon 1 was wadfng.

the hollows. The areacontains aspecial | creeks and catching “spring lizards” | - .
dada atid snakzp._'___l'.qlno

l_!o-.jém}'j ¥

abundanc: of woodland- wildflowers. . 1 (salamanders) and cr

The area contains scenic ridge lines and loved to climb trees. I reckon that iny ﬁ@iﬁ_. N
sensitive viewsheds adjacent to the Dugger passion then, and now; s l“'t W“ﬂe ng in
Mountain Wildertiess. A portion of the area, | Wild avesis.., ... - >

; : ilderness and th My love of wildlands s clouely tied 10, iy 1 ve s
together with the Dugger Wildemess and the ‘bunting. Hunting to me is & ritual: Th

Oakey Mountain Roadless Area, form the ‘

watershed for the South Fork of Terrapm : _'::7:;"5;; ?zzftnﬂ:;lg?d?ot:rnusf - 5
Creek, which has been recogmzed as a crmcal sustenaice...this Is éspecilly true in “wilk
| aquatic rcfugla ' relatively untouched hy humaui
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thotl Trafl Vlewshed Atlea -

Pinhoti Trail Viewshed Agea
south of proposed. Shoal (
Area. - )
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The strems that cut through this rugged ten‘ain
- drop in:a series of small waterfills and shodls into -
the much lower Choggolocco Creek Valley. This
creek Systerri is considéred ane of the best remain-
'mg habitat areas for many endangered aquatic
species, Also, rapid changes. in elevation have
created some fairly large and very scenic waterfalls
_ inthearea, Shoal Creek runs-along a portion of
 the corridor, and this large pool and ripple stream
contains rate and threatened aquatic species.
__ The area contaixs many forest types, mcludmg
- relatively lush white oak-beech forests, and
patches of old gmwth can'be found in the area.
Supetb views of the ‘mixed land use in the
Chuccolocco Valley and Choceolocco Mountain
beyond can be seen along the southwestern'escarp-
ment of the area. The corridor:contains the
Coleman Lake nnd Pine Gl:n Campgrounds, along

with the Morgan, ngh Rock, Sweet Water,

Coléman and Choccolocco Creejc W
The southemn portnon of the co i
Talladega Scenic Drive. i

The area contains waterfalls jsce
significant recreational ‘opportus

adjacent to the Pinhoti Trail, in d uding sevefd
developed recreation areas. Thd current:
quality of this corridor needs tojbe prot

that the overall corridor 6f the

68
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proposed Blue Mountam W:lde
hikers a scenic expenence “Thi}
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Shoal Creek is along and, largely free-ﬂomng
pool and ripple strearn which contains tere angd -
threatened aquatic species listed by the U.S.Fish
. and Wildlife Service. Included are several species
of mussels and the blue shina' T'hcoolorﬁll holiday
datter is also found in Shoal Creek. The stream is
considered a critical aquatic refugla, Itis alsoa

~ favorite fishing strcam where anglers stalk red= eye |

~ bass.
~ Shoal Creek is formed by 1 numcrous prmme

springs that flow out of the Talladega ndges as
) headwaters of the Coosa Basin. This areaisa -

' aomdor of the. thon and is enjoyed r_

‘This siream deserves the. Iughest le
“protection undcr the Wlld and Sce i Rwers

It ranks as one of Alabama 's clean ; ._waters
el of -

Act. &
- As shpwn in t,he above map, thaf, are three :
proposed secuons of the proposed : emc o g
River. They are divided by. ngh R‘ 'k Lakr: e,
and Sweetwater Lake ' e R
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for this area wnujd help to better reserve the
. water quahty 4s-well a9 the scenif values of Shoal
Creek, which is both & cnucal re

fl Coleman
i Lake
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hia ares. contains a closed road. whlch now
serves as an unofficial hiking trail through: several -
wild and scenic environments, The trail. goes rwrth
from the Chosea Springs Road through pine and
nixed forests. Surrounding ravines are blanketed
‘with hardwood forest communities, There are -
spectacular views of Cheaha, Dugger, and
Choccolocco Mountains and of the Choccolocco
. Valley. The trail leads to a hill wnthm a horseshoe-
like bend of Shoal Creek, :
- There is a serics of scenic shoals in this deep
valley that is surrounded by old growth hardwood ™ -
slopes. The ndgetops contain old growth longleaf -
pme and & red-cockaded woodpecker colony, This
isan example of & small area that is replete with -
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. | The eastcm area contams low hl“ and stream states, The areas are s.djacent to the Wllc emes"s}

“valley forests such as the white oak-beech forest and the areas were recognized as roadles! by the:

type, which is uncommon in the present Cheaba SAA. Tothe Cpeek ]ndmns, pmhon maaps e

. Wildemess. It provides spectacular wilderness - “turkey’s hame SE&7
views, The Pinhoti/Odum Trail gystem is - '

- nationally scclaimed and well-used by Boy and -

_Girl Scouts ﬁ-om Alabama and the sunoundmg
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. Th Mncludes aomme afthe best
waterfail in the. Talladega mountain™
range.. “Ther are several branch tiils of
the Pinhotj system ifi the area, along w1th

‘the Talladega’ Scenic Driveandthe = = - -
‘Chinnebeg Lake: developéd camping area. - '
T‘ne area 'comam‘ _'i'-fabuluus scenic views

0

: opportumuos Wl!hm the nntional forest
Along with: Cheaha State Park, the . .
Cheahs Wildérness and nearby propoaed
W"xldémess, this area forms:a great
“oéncentrgtion.of: wild-dnd:seenic ,
reoreational ‘opportunities. ‘The Chaaha
“Creak Argt and the nearby ‘préposed -
Wildemess ‘Areas niced to: he_-pmtected in. order 10

~ Silent Trail, bullt by hearing-impaired gtudents

" erisure that this gﬁreat'reéreati__ nal concentration
_remams mtact ' '
Of note in this area is the eautiful Chinabee

from the, Alabama Schoot forjthe Deaf, under the.
leadershlp of Scoutmaster Mbran Colbum, .
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Located in the southemmost pomon of the
Ts.lladega National Forest, Talladega Mountairi is 8-
{ong, high ridge with spectacular scenic views'over -~ evaluated
arge lowland area of forests and streams. This .Foreéi,s,éﬁi'é'e 1979 Final
irea stlll harbors clean streams, lowland forests ) -Statemem;(FEIS). S
with large pine trees, and hardwood forests along. T BN T e
idge. The great views of the farm valleys and
forested hills of the Piedmont (cast side), and

'dge and Valley Provitices (west side), combined .
{th rock cliffs and outcrops in the proposed "
ilderness nearby make this area very visually

The higher ridge tops are predommately xeric
oak-hickory forests. Mixed mesic hardwood-pine
1+forests occur on the middle and lower slopes. The
arga may coritain tie rare New Engiand Cottontail °
Rabbnt

~+The Jower portion- of the Talladega Mountain
range resembles the Cheaha Wilderness in both

ia’s Moustabn Tredgfres . 31
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Rebecca Mounta | n (Pro posed Wi Ideyness)
Smce lts seeﬂic v:e\w equal Cheaha 'S in every ' Bastem Comlnental Trail. (Sc: page 14.)
way, the protection’ of Rﬁbém Muuntain could . . This u'ml will be 4,500 miles 1dng from Cape
serve o tﬁmgue thie increasing d demandsand Gasp; Quebec to the Flonda Keys! ‘The Eastern
impacts o the small Chesha Wilderness ncarby ' Continental Trail includes the Intgrnational
On busy. weekcnds, literally: hundreds of people Appalachian Trail in Canada, the Appalachian
hike: and camP ‘the’ Chenh Areg.: and the solitude - Trail, the Benton MacKaye Trail, the Pinhoti Trail,
' 3 cé cnn gct Iost in and the Florida Trail. Currently, apout 150 miles of
" “trail remain to be built, from Port{f's Gap at the
. southern end of the Pinhoti Trail fo the Conecuh
~ Forest south of Andalusia. ~ .
Rebecca Mountain is the last dreat mountain of

the Talladega chain,

_ 32 -. ,'Il'ajb_sulha_"—i'ﬂti_n;'ifain' Treasures
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'I‘he propose

| desl ation ‘would proyid
gn ori: for the rorthern haif of tfh: 1gn m;lg lohg ' Mountam W:ldemess and the .
‘.rrdge ﬂ_-,ann \ Scenic. Area, Tt'us mggad and nd dge h
'Unfonuna:ely, -apawer linethatcrosses the .-many rock outerops and scrubb oaks. See previ-
Hountain réste ts t&e Wﬂdmgag proposstl f,om " ous deacnpho_n oft.he Rebecca ountain

Wildemess

34 'Alnbma"l_'Md{n_'ijﬂ[:: Treasuies



