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MINUTES 
 
Group 1    Group 2   Group 3 
Virginia Patton   Kaaren K. Hardy  Keith McNew 
Gene King    Donna Murphy  Jim Bensberg 
Charles Rech    Josh Osterhoudt  Michael Bush 
Jim Coleman    Larry Strohl   Loren Whittemore 
Rick Thompson 
 
RAC Members not in attendance: Joseph Duda on work detail in Alaska 
 
GUESTS:  B.J. Jones, Senator Allard’s Colorado Springs Office; Jan and Jack Swarm, 
Backcountry Horseman; Tom Purvis, Arkansas Valley Cycling Club; SeEtta Moss, 
Arkansas Valley Audubon Society; Aaron Clark, Southern Rockies Conservation 
Alliance. 
  
BLM/FS PERSONNEL:  Roy Masinton, Ken Smith, Linda McGlothlen, Mark Swinney, 
Paul Crispin, Dave Walker, Pete Zwaneveld, and Jeremiah Martinez  
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS: 
Roy welcomed the new members of the RAC; Jim Bensberg, Donna Murphy and Jim 
Coleman.  The September meeting at Victor did not have a quorum so no official 
business was conducted, but the mine tour was outstanding and Chuck Rech was thanked 
for putting it together 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Jan Swarm of the Backcountry Horseman talked about their group wanting to be more 
active in letting people know what is going on with trails.  Their local chapter has about 
100 members and they volunteered 950 hours last year.  She just wanted to let the RAC 
know they were willing to work on trails and other projects.  Right now BLM has 12 
trails they work on in this area.  Roy said the Backcountry Horsemen are one of BLM’s 
very active volunteer groups and they have done a fine job.  Out of the Royal Gorge Field 
Office (RGFO) there were approximately 96,000 hours of volunteer time, at a value of 
about 1.7 million. 
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Tom Pervis of the Arkansas Valley Cycling Club wanted to make the Travel 
Management Team and the RAC aware that they are making some plans in the Salida 
area and want to build what they call, the “Salida Mountain Trails Park.”  This is on 
public land north of downtown Salida and would be for non-motorized loop trails.  Larry 
Strohl asked if this will be on BLM land.  Tom replied the bulk of the trail will be on 
BLM.  The Club understands the Travel Management Plan will establish trails and 
thought this would be a good time to propose a park.  Josh Osterhoudt said with the 
multiple plans that are going on, the International Mountain Bicycling Association 
(IMBA) would like to find some level of standard in the construction of trails.  So IMBA 
would like to offer some considerations that may be reviewed.  Roy said this is relevant 
because we are involved in a lot of Travel Management Planning out of the Royal Gorge 
Field Office. It is good that people are starting to take an interest in how the trails are 
being developed.  BLM had a couple of public meetings in the last few months, one in 
Canon City and one in Salida, to get initial comments on the Arkansas River Travel 
Management Plan and had a very good turnout. 
 
Aaron Clark as a mountain biker and hiker talked about doing wilderness inventories of 
damage to our forest and BLM lands by motorized vehicles.  He feels that is important to 
maintain places for people to go and enjoy wilderness without motorized vehicles.  He 
supports BLM in their move to have designated routes for motorized vehicles.  Gene 
King said that 100% of the resource damage is done by a small minority so he encourages 
the group to educate people.  Roy said he believes this highlights to broad range of 
desired uses on public land and BLM’s need to try and accommodate those uses where 
we can, but keep in mind the limitations of resource values that we have and the need to 
minimize the damage. 
 
SeEtta Moss of the Arkansas Valley Audubon Society talked about the proposal for 
grazing at the McIntyre/Simpson Area and the part of it called McIntyre Springs.  
McIntyre Springs is a riparian area and is home to the Southwest Willow Flycatcher, an 
endangered species and the Yellow Billed Cuckoo, a native species.  Grazing of these 
areas needs to be done carefully.  Two issues are -timing because we are talking about 
breeding birds and –duration since grazing periods need to be short.  Also, the 
conservation community would like to see Travel Management for the Rio Grande Valley 
area managed for the cultural local tradition.         
  
  
MANAGERS UPDATE: 
Mark Swinney, San Luis Valley Center: 
Mark Swinney updated the RAC on the proposed major workload in the San Luis Valley 
for 2005:   
 
Ducks Unlimited contract of $300,000 for the McIntyre/Simpson property:  Working 
with Ducks Unlimited with the survey of topography of the McIntyre/Simpson property, 
maintenance of ditches, head-gates, etc. and trying to get the irrigation functional. 
  



 3

Southwest Willow Flycatcher:  BLM is working with DOW on the coordination of the 
designation of critical habitat for the Southwest Willow Flycatcher and the Yellow Billed 
Cuckoo. 
 
Stone Quarry Jeep Trail:  Received a $13,500 Colorado State Parks Grant for the 
extreme jeep trail at Stone Quarry.  The route designation and signing will have to begin 
and an Environmental Analysis will have to be done first. 
 
Fuels Projects:  Proposed projects include: 180 acres east of the Sand Dunes Oasis 
Restaurant/Campground; approximately 200 acres of hand thinning near Kerber Creek 
drainage; 190 acres of mechanical treatment and 90 acres of prescribed fire at Trickle 
Mountain area.  Jim Coleman asked why Cripple Creek did not help out with treatment 
projects in their area.  Mark said after 4 years of trying to get work in Cripple Creek they 
have finally come to the conclusion that it would be a good idea, but they are strongly 
opposed to prescribed fire so BLM would be looking at a very expensive process to deal 
with those issues.  
 
Rio Grande Restoration Project:  The Rio Grande River was designated as an 
Outstanding Natural Area.  The first step of the restoration project is internal funding to 
remove a woven wire fence along the west side of the bank for 21 miles.  Because they 
don’t have the funding or man-power they will not be removing all the fence.  The 
Wildlife Biologists are the ones who proposed this project and got it funded, their 
concern is the migration route.  Mike Bush suggested getting volunteer help on this 
project. 
 
Paul Crispin, U.S. Forest Service, San Carlos Ranger District,: 
In FY 2004 the Forest accomplished about 22,000 acres of fuels reduction, this ranged 
from mechanical treatment to prescribed burning on several Ranger Districts.  They have 
projects on the San Carlos Ranger District in conjunction with BLM on Sullivan Creek 
around Eagle Creek Subdivision and have several mechanical treatment projects south of 
Canon City around Red Creek.  In 2005, the emphasis will be urban interface and 
working with subdivision, etc.  They just completed a 1,000 acre burn at Black Mountain.  
In 2005 they will do a lot more mechanical treatment with money specifically for the 
Hayman Restoration Project.   
 
Another issue is the Forest Plan Revision.  The Forest Plan establishes the broad, long 
range management attempt for the National Forest and they are intended to be effective 
for 10-15 years.  To comply with NEPA, the National Forest must complete a review of 
grazing allotments.  The deadline for getting this completed is about 2010.   
 
Roy Masinton, Royal Gorge Field Manager:   
The Wolf Springs Land Exchange was completed in fiscal year 2004.  BLM traded about 
11,000 acres of small scattered parcels for about 4,600 continuous acres which locked up 
some adjoining public lands.  Also the State is working on a land exchange that would 
add to those lands making a larger area that would be managed in conjunction with the 
Forest Service and State in a non-motorized area. 
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Roy also talked about the expected plans and work items for the Royal Gorge Field 
Office in FY 05.  Most of the controversial or large efforts will be brought before the 
Advisory Council to keep them informed and to get their input.  These items include 
Travel Management Planning, renewal of 13 grazing permits/leases and public land 
health assessments on 100,000 acres within watersheds in Chaffee, Fremont and Park 
Counties.  They also include Oil and Gas and other mineral activity, Forestry Projects and 
the processing and issuing of right-or-ways and some land exchanges.  He also mentioned 
that several Fuels Projects are planned. 
 
Election of Chair and Vice Chair: 
Each year the RAC needs to elect a Chair and Vice Chair.  Larry Strohl nominated Loren 
Whittemore for the Chair and Keith McNew seconded the nomination.  There were no 
other nominations.  Loren was unanimously elected Chair.  Larry Strohl nominated Keith 
McNew for Vice-Chair and Virginia Patton seconded the nomination.  There were no 
other nominations.  Keith was unanimously elected Vice-Chair.   
 
Linda McGlothlen, Associate Field Manager:  
Linda attended the BLM Leadership Academy over the past year and her team project 
was to develop a handbook for the BLM Resource Advisory Councils.   They should be 
ready soon.  Each RAC member will receive a hardcopy that’s tabbed and a CD Rom that 
has the entire handbook electronically.  Linda briefly explained what is in the Handbook. 
 
Issues of Expected RAC Involvement for 2005: 
Roy asked the Council if there are any specific items they wanted to be involved with 
over the next year.  The following items were discussed: 

• More coordination within Colorado RAC’s on some issues. 
• Consider intergovernmental cooperation on Law Enforcement issues 

where appropriate. 
• Consider educational opportunities for OHV use between agencies and 

involved organizations. 
• Consider further development of Trail standards. 
• Update on Wilderness proposals (Browns Canyon). 

 
RAC Meeting Dates for 2005: 
After discussion the Council decided to meet every other month on the following dates: 
 
January 5, 2005    July 6, 2005 
March 2, 2005     September 7, 2005 
May 4, 2005     November 2, 2005 
 
Additional meetings can be called when needed. 
 
LUNCH 
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Mark Swinney, McIntyre/Simpson Ranch Status: 
At the July RAC meeting Dennis Crowther, a San Luis Valley resident expressed concern 
over weed and insect control on the McIntyre/Simpson property and expressed an interest 
in grazing the property.  Chairman Whittemore asked if BLM would present its plans for 
the property at the November meeting.  Mr. Crowther was invited to the meeting to 
continue the discussion.   
 
Mark Swinney, Mike Cassell and Jeremiah Martinez gave the RAC an update on the 
status of the McIntyre/Simpson Ranch.  McIntyre Springs consists of 535 acres and was 
purchased in 1993 and the Simpson property consists of 1,035 acres and was purchased 
in 2001.  The reason for the acquisitions are the resource values, riparian, wetland, 
Threatened and Endangered species, wildlife, cultural and historic heritage, water rights, 
and the properties are adjacent to each other.  The vision statement for these properties is 
to provide a healthy mosaic of diverse sustainable riparian, wetland and upland habitats 
of sufficient quality and quantity to foster viable wildlife and plant communities that will 
benefit the human community and to provide a place to achieve peace of mind with an 
opportunity to experience an interaction with nature.  There is a large wintering 
population of Bald Eagles in the area, 28 nesting pairs of the Southwest Willow 
Flycatcher and the Yellow-billed Cuckoo.  Some of the challenges faced on the property 
are the noxious weeds, irrigation problems, river flow and the heavy grazing in the past.  
Some of what has already been done is the completion of the Endangered Species Study, 
Southwest Willow Flycatcher inventory, new fences, 3 cattle guards, clean up of ditches, 
a GIS contract was initiated, beetles were released to help control Canadian Thistle and 
Ducks Unlimited completed a contour map of the area.  For the last year BLM has been 
in the process of trying to complete a Grazing EA. 
 
Mr. Crowther was late for the meeting and missed the presentation.   
 
 
Mark Swinney, San Luis Valley Travel Management Plan: 
BLM has had problems with a contract and has not moved ahead on the schedule as 
planned.  A contract was put in place about three weeks before the end of last fiscal year.  
It is hoped that after November 18, that once a week the Core Team will meet and do 
analysis on a route by route portion of the plan.  They are running 6 to 8 months late and 
the Plan is not expected to be completed until June of 2006.  The SLV Travel 
Management sub-committee consists of Michael Bush, Gene King, Josh Osterhoudt and 
Francis Mathews.  Francis’s term on the RAC ended in August, therefore a new sub-
committee member needed to be appointed.  Jim Coleman volunteered to replace Francis 
on the sub-committee. 
 
Dave Walker & Pete Zwaneveld, Arkansas River Travel Management Plan: 
Dave Walker and Pete Zwaneveld gave a power point presentation to the RAC on the 
Arkansas River Travel Management Plan.  Under the current OHV regulations all 
existing roads and trails are assumed open to OHV use unless posted as closed.  The 
BLM proposes implementing regulations that will permit OHV travel on designated 
roads and trails only.  Under the designated route management system, roads are assumed 
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closed to OHV’s unless posted as open.  The most important function of the plan is to 
identify and establish an authorized transportation system for the BLM lands in the 
Arkansas River planning area.  All existing BLM roads and trails will have to be 
evaluated.  An EA will be prepared and made available to the public for review and 
comment.  The sub-committee members for the Arkansas River Travel Management Plan 
are Gene King, Virginia Patton, Jim Bensberg, Josh Osterhoudt, Donna Murphy and Rick 
Thompson.  Dave will let the sub-committee members know when the Stakeholder List is 
compiled so they can help contact them for input. 
 
Pete Zwaneveld, South Park Plan Amendment Update: 
 Pete gave a quick summation of what BLM has done, for the new RAC members.  This 
involves all the public land (about 70,000 acres) in South Park and 168 distinct parcels.  
In the current Resource Management Plan about one third of these lands were identified 
for disposal by any means and the other two thirds were identified for disposal by 
exchange.  New issues came up and Park County officials completed an Open Space 
Master Plan and identified where they would like to see public lands and other forms of 
open space retained.  As a result, the South Park Plan is being amended.  In February 
2004, about 55 people attended a meeting in Fairplay to gather public comments. This 
last summer BLM did a lot of data collection and just received from the Natural Heritage 
Program a Wetlands Rare Plant Inventory which had some interesting findings.  These 
will be incorporated into the planning.  An Interdisciplinary Team is getting together next 
week and will start doing some preliminary calls on whether BLM should retain some of 
these lands or continue to dispose of them.    
   
The meeting was adjourned at 4 p.m.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________              __________________________________ 
Roy L. Masinton                                                 Loren R. Whittemore  
Royal Gorge Field  Manager                              Chairman    
Bureau of Land Management     Front Range Resource Advisory Council  
 


