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MINUTES 
 
ATTENDEES 
 
Group 1    Group 2   Group 3 
Virginia Patton   Donna Murphy  Francis Matthews 
Jim Coleman    Aaron Clark   Michael Bush 
Gene King    Tom Olson   Loren Whittemore 
Keary Hallack    Frank Yeager   Al Trujillo 
Chuck Rech    Lucy Bambrey 
 
 
 
GUESTS:  SeEtta Moss, Arkansas Valley Audubon Society; Doris Morgan, Senator Allard’s office-
Pueblo, Tom Warren, Ft. Carson. 
 
BLM/USFS PERSONNEL:  Roy Masinton, Jim Rhett, Ken Smith, Steve Sanchez, Joe Vieira, 
Cindy Giles, Barb Masinton, Tony Edwards, John Peterson. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  BLM sent a letter to Fort Carson with RAC member addresses, as requested at 
the last meeting, asking that RAC members be put on their mailing list to receive future mailings 
about Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site. 
 
The recommendations for nominees to the Recreation Resource Advisory Councils have been 
forwarded to U.S. Forest Service in Washington, D.C. to route through their review process.  A total 
of 11 members will serve on each Recreation RAC.  Gene King and Rob White have applied locally. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: SeEtta Moss, Arkansas Valley Audubon Society spoke about the Colorado 
Birding Trail - this effort has taken a number of years to create and has a significant economic impact 
on birding.  They are pushing for economic development in southeast Colorado.  The Texas Creak 
area provides one of the sites along with the Arkansas River area through Canon City.  SeEtta gave a 
power point presentation to explain the impacts of recreation, ATV use, etc. in the Texas Creek area 
regarding birds. 
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MANAGERS UPDATE:   
San Luis Valley Issues: Jim Rhett:   
Wolf Creek:  Jim stated they are still waiting for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Wolf 
Creek.   An exchange regarding the Rio Oxbow area is in process with the U.S. Forest Service that 
includes some parcels of waterfront along the Rio Grande.  They are now moving closer to the 
possibility of an EIS to determine whether they will follow through with this exchange.  
 
Acting Positions:  Diane Chung will be acting Forest Supervisor/Center Manager.  They are hoping 
to have another acting detail in the Valley for an additional 90 days.  There will be an Acting detail 
behind Jim Rhett who is retiring. There are still questions regarding how to fill the vacancies 
available.  Downsizing is being considered in order to allow more funding “on the ground”.  The 
budget has been gradually decreasing and some permanent full time positions may be cut.  A list has 
been filled for the Saguache Manager position – they expect to make a selection by mid-June. 
 
Travel Management Planning:  Jim stated that the Travel Management Plan has been forwarded to 
the Colorado State Office with some added verbiage, support documentation, etc.  It is expected to be 
returned by June 1 for final draft preparation.  Additional public comments will be taken after the 
draft is published.   
 
 
Roy Masinton, Royal Gorge Field Manager: 
Three-tier Organizational Structure Initiative: Roy explained a proposed three-tier structure 
initiative within the BLM.  Some administrative functions would be centralized.  It was asked if this 
proposal would affect the geographic areas of the RACs.  Roy stated that it would potentially affect 
representation depending on which structure is selected. 
 
Doris Morgan stated that these types of proposals often impose a lot of stress on Congressional 
offices who may have no knowledge of the proposals.  She suggested they be kept informed as the 
proposal progresses.  
 
Fire Season:  Roy updated members on the fire season.  Last year there were fires beginning in 
January with a significant amount of wildfires throughout the season.  This year there has been hardly 
anything, however with the spring moisture, a lot of growth has occurred which could be of concern 
later in the season. 
 
Land Exchanges:  Roy also updated members on the Cooper Mountain and Longmont Land 
Exchange proposals.  The Lake County Commissioners and attorneys are debating the Longmont 
proposal with concerns about appraised values and equity of the trade.   
 
Heath Right of Way request update:  The Heath case in Boulder has been remanded back to BLM 
by the courts.   BLM will require the applicant to obtain a building permit for construction within a 
five year timeframe before issuing the Right of Way.  BLM will also require a substantial bond for 
reclamation.   
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PRESENTATIONS: 
Dispersed Recreation  
Aaron Clark – RAC Member, showed PowerPoint slides and discussed the inconsistencies between 
the BLM and U.S. Forest Service travel management policies focusing on the 300 foot rule of travel 
for dispersed camping.  He showed several slides of damage caused by this type of use.  Aaron said 
the Southern Rockies Conservation Alliance proposes the Agencies should allow dispersed camping 
generally but restrict motor vehicle travel for the purposes of dispersed camping. Some options would 
be: visitors must park a motor vehicle within one vehicle length from the edge of the road surface and 
motor vehicles may access signed campsites via designated camp spur routes that are signed and on a 
travel management map.  
 
Aaron suggested that the agencies develop a consistent national policy for motorized vehicle use 
associated with dispersed camping and pointed out that an inconsistent policy is difficult to enforce.  
He said game retrieval should be eliminated all together.   
 
Al stated that the game retrieval statement would be of great concern to a lot of people who strongly 
believe in the 300 foot retrieval rule.  Al also stated that due to overcrowded campgrounds, a lot of 
requests are being made for RV dispersed camping, horse trailers, etc. 
 
USFS Planning Update  
Barb Masinton – U.S.Forest Service Planner, said the District Court for Northern California ruled on 
March 30, 2007, that the Forest Service’s adoption of the 2005 National Forest System Land 
Management Planning Rule violated the Administrative Procedure Act, National Environmental 
Policy Act and the Endangered Species Act.  Pending compliance with its order, the Court enjoined 
the U.S. Forest Service from implementing and using the 2005 Planning Rule.   
 
Work that is directly associated with the 2005 Planning Rule for both the Pike and the San Isabel 
National Forest Land Management Plan and Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands Land 
Management Plan has been suspended.  They are continuing to work on parts of the Forests Plan that 
are under the previous planning rule.  She said they are hoping to continue with public meetings this 
summer and are hoping to have a new planning rule by the first part of next year. 
 
Royal Gorge Field Office Update – Joe Vieira, Royal Gorge Field Office. 
Over the River:  Joe explained that BLM had requested a Comprehensive Design Report a year ago 
and received it in March. – 2,000 pages.  Because of other priorities – Arkansas River Travel 
Management Plan, Park County Land Tenure Adjustment, etc. BLM will not be able to review the 
Design Report until the fall. A proposed timeline for the EIS process will be developed shortly. 
 
The South Park Land Tenure Adjustment:  Joe briefly explained that following the public 
comment period this winter, a forth alternative is being developed to accommodate some of the 
comments received.  This is an amendment to the current Royal Gorge Resource Management Plan.  
It is expected to be completed by late summer of 2007. 
 
The Arkansas River Travel Management Plan (TMP):  Joe gave a brief review of the plan and 
process to date including the National Environmental Policy Act process, public scoping, analysis, 
alternatives, consequences and mitigations.  Joe showed photos of some of the areas in question.  A 
public comment period will be June 20 through August 3 with public meetings June 20 at the Chaffee 
County Fairgrounds in Salida and June 21 at the at the Council Chambers in the lower level of City 



 4

Hall in Canon City.  Both meetings begin at 7 p.m.    RAC working group members were encouraged 
to attend these meetings.  The Plan is expected to be completed in late summer. 
 
Roy explained how subdivision growth, requests for additional trails within those areas are also 
affected.  Some homeowners associations have been notified that they will not have exclusive access 
to public lands.  As a result, landowners have threatened to disallow BLM access as well. 
 
 
Ford Creek and Kerbe Creek Overview - Steve Sanchez Saguache Field Office.  
Ford Creek restoration work began in 1988.  There are 3 study sites that include livestock 
exclosures, road maintenance and grazing management changes.  Some of the roads were built in 
flood plains, drainages were impaired and need some work among other problems.  Improvements 
have resulted in creating a habitat for greenback cutthroat trout.  Inmate crews have assisted in weed 
projects. 
 
Kerbe Creek project in the Bonanza Mining District, involved reclaiming 16 mill tailings deposits 
on stream banks and stream channel stabilization.  Tailing deposits along Kerbe Creek are from 
several mills upstream that were transported and re-deposited.  The project is also complicated by 
mixed ownership along the stream.  While progress is being made, degraded stream channel 
conditions still exist up to 2 miles above and 10 miles downstream of the repository where 
reclamation work has not been completed.  However habitat, stream banks, and the lands within the 
sites where work has been done are greatly improved. There are partnerships with 40 private 
landowners.  In 2007 it is planned to relocate tailings to areas outside the riparian area and rip the 
tailings and mix with organic material, lime and seed with a native seed mix.  
 
Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site 
Tom Warren - Director of Environmental Compliance and Management at Fort Carson, explained 
how they evaluate the need for additional land for training.  He feels they have one of the most 
intensive land use requirements as opposed to any other agency.  And the requirements are 
significantly changing.   
 
Some unauthorized planning maps were release and have caused a lot of rumors and confusion about 
what is proposed, however nothing has been formally proposed or decided.  Once there is a proposal, 
public meetings will be held and an EIS will be started.  It is expected that the EIS will begin late this 
summer or early fall.  They have 3 other EISs they are working on that need to be completed before 
starting this one. Tom gave a brief history of the Pinyon Canyon and Pickett Wire Canyon proposal 
stating that current information is premature.  
 
Al asked, with new technology why the Army needs more land – why not less?  Mr. Warren 
explained resource requirements in reference to training tactics are constantly being evaluated.  If 
compared over time, new technology needs more land and air space for tactical training needs.  Loren 
commented that if the Army expanded in southeastern Colorado it would ruin the ranching and 
farming communities and the economy of the area.  He asked why they did not consider other areas 
such as Nevada that is already largely owned by the government.  Mr. Warren said that could be a 
possibility, while they are looking at southeast Colorado, no decisions have been made yet and the 
need for additional land is still being evaluated.  A total of 25 different sites in 5 states were 
originally considered.  The altitude in this area is similar to that of Afghanistan and other geographic 
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areas and would be an advantage for military training.  He stated that mechanized training is what 
would be considered for Pinon Canyon. 
 
RAC members will be included on their mailing list for future consideration.  Barb Masinton asked if 
any of the agencies would be included in their Memorandum of Understanding process.  Mr. Warren 
stated that is yet to be determined, however the public will be invited to participate. 
 
 
The next meeting is July 17 and 18, 2007 in the San Luis Valley. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.   
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         
Roy L. Masinton                                                 Loren R. Whittemore  
Royal Gorge Field Manager                               Chairman    
Bureau of Land Management     Front Range Resource Advisory Council  
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