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William “Bill” Dvorak (2009-Present), Category 1, Commercial Recreation.  Bill has 
owned and operated his whitewater rafting business since 1979. He has been an active member 
and held positions with several organizations including the National Wildlife Federation, 
Colorado Travel and Tourism Association and the Colorado River Outfitters Association. He 
was actively involved in the development of several BLM River Management Plans including 
the Arkansas, Gunnison and Dolores River. He was involved in the writing of the River 
Outfitters Licensing bill for Colorado in 1984 and the revision of the bill’s Safety and 
Regulations Section in 1994. He has directed training programs for schools, youth groups, 
outdoor camps, scout troops and experiential education in Colorado and Victoria Australia. 
 
Keary Hallack (2006-Present), Category 1, Transportation/Rights-of-Way.  Keary is a 
principal agent for Siting and Land Rights for the Public Service Company of Colorado/Xcel 
Energy in Denver, CO.  She is a member of the International Right of Way Association.  She 
began her work in siting and permitting for electronic transmission, substation, and general 
facilities in 1999.  She has several years experience in both the public and private sector 
involving project management, facility siting assessment and federal and local government 
permitting.  Her work has made her very knowledgeable with NEPA and the multiple use 
aspects of public land management.  She is a life-long resident of Colorado and a Front Range 
native. 
 
Ed Nielsen (2010-Present), Category 1, Grazing.  Ed has been an operator of the Flying X 
Cattle Company in the San Luis Valley since 1987, taking sole ownership of the ranch with his 
wife in 1997. He previously served on the Front Range RAC in 1998-2000. He has worked on 
the Forest Service Liaison Committee to resolve agency-permittee conflicts in several areas of 
Colorado. He has served on the San Luis Valley Advisory committee for The Nature 
Conservancy and Mountain Valley School Board, and is one of the founders of the Saguache 
County Sustainable Environmental and Economic Development program for Saguache 
County. He is an active member of the Colorado Cattleman’s Association and the Saguache 
Creek Water Users Association. He holds several grazing permits within the Front Range RAC 
geographic area. 
 
Virginia Patton (2002-Present), Category 1, Grazing.  Virginia is a rancher and owner of 
Patton Ranches in Cañon City, CO. She is a member of the National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association, Colorado Cattlemen’s Association, Fremont County Cattlemen’s Association 
Board, and Front Range District Board of Grazing Advisors. She is also a member of other non
-grazing related boards. She has been involved in the agricultural industry since 1988 and is 
very knowledgeable about natural resource issues. She is a BLM grazing permittee. 
 
Charles “Chuck” Wm. Rech (1997-Present), Category 1, Energy/Minerals.  Chuck is 
president of C.W. Rech & Co Inc. in Littleton, CO. He is a consultant with industry and clients 
resolving conflicting objectives of several parties. He has worked with several mining 
and telecommunications companies with operations in the Front Range area. He 
worked for the BLM for eight years where he played a major role in designing and 
implementing the federal coal program. He serves on the board for the northwestern 
Colorado counties Progressive 15 volunteer coalition group.  Utilization of his conflict 
resolution skills has played a key role in the resolution of several issues.  He has lived 
on the Front Range since 1985 and is knowledgeable about minerals and land exchange issues. 
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Lucy Bambrey (2005-Present), Category 2, Archaeology/Historical.  Lucy is the senior 
project manager for The Louis Berger Group Inc. in Denver, CO. She’s has been a 
professional archaeologist since 1979 with extensive experience in eastern Colorado and the 
Front Range. She has worked with several consulting firms. She served as the president of the 
Colorado Council of Professional Archaeologists in 2008-2009 and is a member of the 
Jefferson County Historical Commission, Conifer Historical Society & Museum, and Rocky 
Mountain Association of Environmental Professionals. 
 
Aaron Clark (2005-Present), Category 2, Environmental Groups.  Aaron is the recreation 
campaign director for the Southern Rockies Conservation Alliance in Denver, CO. He is 
knowledgeable of the Front Range landscapes through his involvement in the Gold Belt, 
Arkansas River, San Luis Valley, Rampart Range and Lefthand Canyon Travel Management 
Plans. His has traveled extensively along public land roads and trails systems on foot, bicycle, 
and full-sized vehicle. As a former OHV rider, he has a broad understanding of the needs of 
those who engage in diverse recreation opportunities. He has worked collaboratively with 
diverse public land stakeholders on efforts ranging from federal management plans, resource 
advisory council membership, professional conference presentations and state legislation. 
 
Jay Heeter (2010-Present), Category 2, Environmental Groups.  Jay is the campaign 
coordinator for the Colorado Mountain Club in Golden, Colorado. He has worked with several 
national and regional environmental organizations including the Alaska Coalition, Green 
Corps, Sierra Club, and the Colorado Mountain Club. As a campaign coordinator, he has 
worked with the BLM and the US Forest Service around the state of Colorado. Jay has 
experience working collaboratively with culturally diverse communities, sportsmen, 
conservation and environmental groups, federal agencies, and local governments. 
 
Tom Olson (2006-Present), Category 2, Dispersed Recreation.  Tom is a retired State of 
Colorado Financial Examiner with the Department of Regulatory Agencies and an avid 
horseback trail rider from Rye, CO.  He is a member of the Rye Colorado City Saddle Club 
and has served on their Board of Directors.  He has coordinated club sponsored trail rides and 
attended many horse expos.  He understands the responsibilities of using public lands, is well 
organized, and very knowledgeable about recreational horse trail riding. 
 
Mike Nelson (2009-Present), Category 2, Dispersed Recreation.  Mike is from Colorado 
Springs and a retired Dean of Science and Health from the University of Wisconsin. He has 
over 40 years experience as a field geologist. He has worked with the BLM and US Forest 
Service to establish a permitting system to collect vertebrate fossils. He is very involved with 
environmental issues with the abiding interest in stewardship of land and water resources. He 
has authored 21 environmental impact statements as a private consultant and provided input on 
the 2009 Paleontological Resources Protection Act. He is an avid camper, hiker, fisherman, 
rock collector and ATV owner/rider.  
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Laura Benjamin (2010-Present), Category 3, Public-at-Large.  Laura is President of 
Pinehurst Press Ltd. Communication Strategies, a veteran-owned communication consulting 
business in Colorado Springs, CO. Since 1997, she has spoken on three continents, coached 
leaders and facilitated strategic planning sessions for trusts, boards and non-profit groups. She 
is the creator of the CARLA Concept Communication ModelT. Laura has volunteered for 
organizations including the Carousel Therapeutic Horseback Riding Center, Junior 
Achievement, Boy Scouts of America and Young Women of the West. She is a member of the 
National Rifle Association and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, and enjoys camping, 
hunting and fishing throughout Colorado. 
 
Christopher “Kit” Shy (2009-Present), Category 3, Elected Official.  Kit has been an 
elected official with Custer County, Colorado since 1982 as the County Surveyor with the 
exception of a four-year period when he served as a County Commissioner from 2005-2008. 
Prior to his service as an elected official, he worked as a private land surveyor with federal 
land management agencies for 28 years. He has worked in 16 of Colorado’s counties and is 
very knowledgeable of land boundaries and land use issues. He has been a volunteer firefighter 
for the Wet Mountain Fire Protection District for over 30 years. 
 
John Stevenson (2008-Present), Category 3, Public-at-Large.  John is a retired engineer/
commercial contractor living in Fremont County near Florence, CO. He is vice president of the 
Rocky Mountain Back Country Horseman and the president of the Locke Mountain Ranch 
Property Owners Association. He is actively engaged in volunteer work projects for the 
Colorado Division of Wildlife and trail projects for the US Forest Service and the BLM. 
Throughout his career, he actively worked with planning commissions, city engineers, 
historical preservation groups, permitting departments, municipal and county commissions, 
local school boards as well as many private and corporate boards.  
 
Al Trujillo (2006-Present), Category 3, Natural Resources (State employee).  Al is the 
Southeast Region Energy Liaison for the Colorado Division of Wildlife in Colorado Springs, 
CO. He has worked with the Colorado Division of Wildlife since 1982 as a District Manager 
(La Junta, Grand Mesa and Pueblo), Area Wildlife Manager in Pueblo, and in his current 
position since 2007. He has served on numerous committees including the Bosque del Oso 
Management Advisory Committee, Habitat Partnership Program and the Culebra Range 
Community Coalition. He has considerable experience with natural resource, habitat and land 
management issues. 
 
Loren Whittemore (1995-Present), Category 3, Public-at-Large.  Loren is a lifetime 
rancher and published writer in Rush, CO.  He is also the Front Range RAC Chairperson. He 
has also been in public service for many years; as an El Paso County Commissioner for 12 
years and five years as the Chief of Staff for former Congressman Joel Hefley. He has 
extensive experience with and an in-depth understanding of issues facing Colorado 
eastern plains residents. He has dealt with controversy over the years and understands 
public and private land issues. 
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