
BLM Colorado Tri-RAC Feedback on Recreation Target Shooting 
 
On February 14, 2013 a third of the BLM Colorado Tri-RAC met to discuss Recreational Target Shooting.  
Significant feedback from the participants includes: 

1. “Recreational target shooting is a popular, permissible activity on BLM.” 
2. Hunting is allowed on 100% of BLM land in Colorado; shooting is allowed on 94% of this land. 
3. BLM’s niche is free (no cost), freedom (few rules), dispersed shooting opportunities.  
4. BLM is struggling to manage recreational shooting. 
5. Separate hunting from shooting management.  Regulate the activity and visitor, not the firearm. 

Issues can be difficult to discuss due to differences among local, state, and national user interests. 
Discussions are often emotional.  Discuss public land policy separate from 2nd amendment issues. 

6. “It’s not the wild west anymore.” Forecasted growth may portend a growth in accidents. 
7. BLM should move toward shooting emphasis areas and encourage “preferred shooting areas.”  

a. Shooting ranges should be managed primarily by state, community, or private interests; not 
BLM. BLM does not have the budget to manage dedicated shooting ranges.  

b. Maintain policy flexibility in order to preserve opportunities to partner. 
c. Encourage safe use. Protect users and non-users. 
d. Focus and direct use. For designated areas, consider benefits to the larger community, what 

is needed, how much opportunity is needed, proximity to communities, and ease of access. 
e. Consider seasonal needs such as rifle sighting before hunting season. 
f. Encourage Leave No Trace messages and practices rather than concentrated infrastructure. 

8. BLM should engage with users and work toward a long-term cultural shift and expectation that the 
use will be managed. Start slow and grow.  Analogous to OHV use 15 years ago. 

a. Promote and emphasize desirable shooting opportunities (rather than closures). 
b. Create atmosphere of ownership among users. Promote positive management such as 

cleanups. Encourage volunteer adoption of existing sites. Focus on visitor education.  
Emphasize peer pressure to promote good behavior. Unique opportunity to engage youth. 

c. Manage shooting in the multiple use context. Manage impacts and concentrations of use. 
d. Engage users. Communicate early and often with visitors by affirming the desired 

experience, rather than the negative (closures).  Consider which shooting enthusiasts are 
not at the table and how to engage them. Who is the voice of the user?  Clarify any 
sideboards for discussion before the conversation. Define expectations.  

e. What is the resource? Are the targets the resource? Is the activity? Is the setting? 
f. Identify specific issues and locations. Manage these specific issues.  

9. Limit use at trailheads and areas other recreation opportunities are popular. Shooting noise and 
safety concerns can have a negative experience on the quality of visitor experiences. 

10. Concern for fire:  limit tracers, exploding targets, and opportunities for spark creating ricochets. 


