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FWS PROPOSED RULES

On January | |,2013, the US.
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWY)
issued proposed rules to:

List the Gunnison Sage-

Grouse as an endangered FEDERAL REGISTER

species under the Endangered
Species Act No. 8 January 11, 2013

Vol. 78 Friday,

Designate |.7 million acres of
critical habitat for the species. B

LR R AR O (T RN SIIJ- R Department of the Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service

fi n a-l I iSti ng d ete rm i n a-ti o n i n E?)di:ger':g:a:\zemreateged VWldIif; and Plants; Endangered Status for
unnison Sage-Grouse; Proposed Rule
November 20[4.
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Inadequacy of eX|st|ng regulatory mechanisms
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;- Ongomg and. future habltat loss and fragmentatlon
due to reSIdentlaI development roads, power I|nes
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fragmentatlon ‘ LT

e Small populatlon size. 4



BLM NOTICE OF INTENT

* In its preliminary finding on the petition to list the Gunnison
Sage-Grouse as an endangered species, the FWS identified the
inadequacy of regulatory mechanisms to conserve the
Gunnison Sage-Grouse and its habitat as a significant threat.

* The FWS has identified proposed conservation measures to be
included in RMPs as the principal mechanism for ensuring
adequate conservation of the Gunnison Sage-Grouse and its
habitat on public lands.

* In response to the threats identified by the FWS, the BLM
proposes to incorporate consistent objectives and
conservation measures into RMPs by July 2016.




BLM NOTICE OF INTENT

On July 18,2014, the BLM issued a Notice of Intent to identify
and adopt clear and consistent objectives and conservation
measures in order to protect Gunnison Sage-Grouse habitat
across the species' range:

Sufficient to support the /\is) FEDERAL REGISTER

5" The Dally Journal of the United States Covernment

long-term survival of the — Notice

S P e C i e S Notice of Intent To Incorporate Gunnison Sage-Grouse Conservation Measures
F Into the Bureau of Land Management Land Use Plans, Colorado and Utah and

Prepare an Associated Environmental Impact Statement

C om Pati b I e With (@] bi e Ctives A Notice by the Land Management Bureau on 07/18/2014 000
and Conse rvation measu res # This document has a comment period that ends in 19 days (08/18/2014)

on adjacent lands not i = I i

SUMMARY In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of
managed by the BLM o 1960, as amended (NEPA), and the Federal Land Policy and Font Controls B
Management Act (FLMPA) of 1976, as amended, the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) intends to incorporate Gunnison Sage B POF DEV ﬂ PRINT

-Grouse Conservation Measures into Resource Management B ORI BTN

[ ] L]
Pl (RMPs) within th f th i d
That are realistic and B G A B S e e
notice, the BLM is announcing the beginning of the scoping Friday. July 18,2014

P O S S i b I e process to solicit public comments and identify issues.
L]

Bureau of Land Management

8/7/2014



A S S e a8
r Preliminary issues identified "“ %" -,
¢! by the BLM and FWS include: E k¥

e Sagebrush habitat management
practices

\(s * Science direégly applicable to
2+ protection of'the Gunnison
+% Sage-Grouse

% o Effects of sagebrush habitat
N management on other public

land resources




PUBLIC SCOPING

T h c B L M sSee I(S t h (S P u b I | C ’S BLM Gunnison Sage-Grouse Range-wide

Land Use Plan Amendment
Public Scoping - July 18 through August 22, 2014

h e I P Ta, GOAL: To identify and adopt clear and consistent objectives and conservation
measures to protect Gunnison Sage-Grouse habitat across the species’ range

PUBLIC MEETINGS 6-8 PM
0 o o Information - Resource Specialists - 0&A Sessions
= rly in 2 major p lannin g effort « Wik, A - emer et est, 15 Omves s B, ke 5 056
o Tuesday, August 5 - Fred R Field Western Heritage Center Multi-Purpose Building,
275 S Spruce St, Gunnison, CO 81230
o Wednesday, August 6 - Holiday Inn Express, 1391 S Townsend Ave, Montrose, CO 81401

TO i d en t|f)l new an d C I a r’ify o Thursday, August 7 - Dove Creek High School, 525 N Main St, Dove Creek, CO 81324

Concise written information and observations submitted by August 22 will help the BLM
identify significant issues and formulate reasonable alternatives to be analyzed.

eXiSting information and issues Provide your input at meetings or by: USPS MAIL:

BLM Colorado State Office
EMAIL: FAX: ATTN: Gunnison Sage-Grouse EIS
303.239.3699 2850 Youngfield Street

for consideration in preparing —
to formulate the EIS

BLM Colorado State Office
ATTN: Gunnison Sage-Grouse EIS
2850 Youngfield Street

To ensure that the BLM b s
COnSiderS a- fUII range Of Infonnationabousme(_;unnison.sage-cmuse
reasonable alternatives

http://www.bim.gov/co/st/en/BLM_Programs/

...that results in an effective
and widely supported plan.

8/7/2014
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PUBLIC SCOPING

ssues identified by the public for addressing in the
blan amendments will be evaluated by the BLM and
blaced into one of three categories:

Issues to be resolved in the plan

Issues to be resolved through policy or
administrative action

Issues beyond the scope of this plan.

‘.';‘,_f(f



BLM PLANNING PROCESS

v'Prepare to Plan
Write a Preparation Plan

v'Issue Notice of Intent to R
prepare EIS and begin scoping Prepare Analysis of the
* Management Situation
Conduct Scoping “ documenting current conditions

with minimum 30-day comment
period and document results in a
Scoping Report

: Formulate Alternatives

Analyze Effects of Alternatives

Select Preferred Alternative

Prepare Draft Plan/Draft EIS

Publish Notice of Availability
with 90-day comment period

Prepare Proposed Plan/Final EIS

Publish Notice of Availability x Provide 60-day Governor’s

with 30-day protest period Consistency Review period
: Prepare Approved Plan/ :
Record of Decision
: Implement, Monitor and

Evaluate Plan Decisions
x4

The Gunnison
Sage-Grouse Plan
Amendment will
conform to
standard BLM
land use planning

processes.



BACKGROUND

The Gunnison Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus minimus) is a ground-dwelling bird
species found south of the Colorado River. Approximately 5,000 breeding
Gunnison Sage-Grouse occur within seven separate populations on
approximately 455,557 acres of BLM-administered public land in southwest
Colorado and 3,233 acres in southeast Utah.

Gunnison Sage-Grouse require a
variety of habitats, including:

o large expanses of sagebrush

a diversity of grasses and

forbs

o healthy wetland and riparian
ecosystems

©

Sagebrush provides both cover
and fall and winter food for the
birds.
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GUNNISON SAGE- GROUSE RANGE
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Colorado:

* Chaffee
* Delta

* Dolores

Utah:
* Grand

Gunnison
Hinsdale
Mesa

Montrose

N

San Juan

* Ouray
* Saguache

* San Miguel
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CRITICAL HABITAT ACREAGE
LS HABITAISSTAYUS ACRES
Surface
Occupied 399,344
Unoccupied 226,636
TOTAL 625,981
Habitat overlying Federal Sub-Surface Minerals

All Minerals Occupied 602,257

All Minerals Unoccupied 377,328

Oil and Gas Occupied 8,212
Oil and Gas Unoccupied 17,727
Coal Occupied 3,706
Oil, Gas, and Coal Occupied 137
Other Occupied 5,546
Other Unoccupied 9,494

TOTAL 1,024,461
PTA 2O **Acreages approximate from BLM GIS Data - 6/23/2014




AGREEMENTS & POLICIES

The plan amendment will be formulated in close
coordination with BLM policies and partnership

agreements, including:

8/7/2014

CO-IM-2013-033 (2013) =
WO-IM-2014-100 (2014) =iy

AR W

%&1

- _ftz&ai&:}.

Rangewide Conservation Plan (2005)
Candidate Conservation Agreement
with Assurances (2006)

Gunnison Basin Candidate
Conservation Agreement (201 3)

¥



PLAN AMENDMENTS

BLM resource management plans (RMPs)
potentially affected:

8/7/2014

y N

L

San Luis RMP (1991) b S
Gunnison RMP (1993)
San Juan/San Miguel RMP (1985)

Currently under revision in Tres Rios and Uncompahgre RMPs

Uncompahgre Basin RMP (1989)

Currently under revision in Dominguez-Escalante National
Conservation Area (NCA) and Uncompahgre RMPs

16



PLAN AMENDMENTS

COLORADO PLANS (continued)
Grand Junction RMP (1987)

Currently under revision in Grand Junction and Dominguez-
Escalante NCA RMPs

Gunnison Gorge NCA RMP (2004)
Canyons of the Ancients National Monument RMP (2010)

UTAH PLANS me# *“%’ 9,
Moab RMP (2008) KIS R 19
Monticello RMP (2008)

8/7/2014 17



RESOURCES & PROGRAM AREAS

The BLM wiill use an interdisciplinary approach to develop the plan
amendments in order to consider the full range of resource issues and
concerns identified. Specialists with expertise in the following
disciplines will be involved in the process:

o Grazing © Minerals Development
o Invasive Species e LR
Coal
o Land Tenure St
© Recreation o Fire Prevention and Suppression
o Rights-of-VWay o Travel Management

18
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IDATTE

July 18, 2014

July 18 - August 22, 2014

Fall & Winter 2014-2015

Spring 2015

Spring 2016

Summer 2016

DRAFT SCHEDULE

Notice of Intent published in the
Federal Register

Conduct Public Scoping

Develop and Analyze Alternatives

Release Draft Amendment and Draft
EIS for go-day Public Comment Period

Release Proposed Amendment and
Final EIS for 30-day Protest Period

Release Record of Decision
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PROVIDING COMMENTS

Hand Deliver: At Scoping Meetings

Online: www.bit.ly/gusg comments
Email: GUSG_ AMEND@BLM.GOV

U.S. Mail: GUSG Amendment
BLM Colorado State Office
2850 Youngfield St
Lakewood, CO 80215

FAX: (303) 239-3699

21



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

.
e v ,

e

= 5 1 oy o - uw ) o
BLM >Colorado > Programs > Sage-grouse > Gunnison Sage-Grouse Print Page

o GUNNISON SAGE-GROUSE P
awmse " CONSERVATION MEASURES

Information Center

# Field Offices In accordance with the

Get Involved National Environmental Policy P“ B ll c s 00 P I "G

& Contact Us Act (NEPA), the BLM is July 18 - August 22

preparing an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) and
associated amendment to
adopt consistent objectives
and conservation measures
in order to protect Gunnison
Sage-Grouse habitat across
the species' range. The EIS
is slated for completion by
July 2016.

Federal Register Notice of Intent

DOGCUMENTS & RESOURCES

ePlanning - Check this site
frequently for opportunities to
comment

BLM Washington Office IM 2014-
100 - Interim Measures

: : : : Fish and wildlif ice Fact
The range-wide planning area will consist of more than 625,000 acres of Sll?eei:" PRWSED SR VIR R

BLM surface estate in Chaffee, Delta, Dolores, Gunnison, Hinsdale, Mesa,
Montrose, Ouray, Saguache, and San Miguel counties in Colorado and Grand Gunnison Basin Candidate
and San Juan counties in Utah. BLM Colorado will lead the effort to evaluate DRSS VR S S
existing and potential measures for protecting occupied and potential Critical Habitat Acreage Table
Gunnison Sage-Grouse critical habitat on behalf of BLM Colorado and BLM
Utah. These conservation measures will be incorporated into applicable BLM
land use plans.

BACKGROUND

The Gunnison Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus minimus) is a ground-dwelling bird
requiring larage expanses of saagebrush, alonag with a diversity of arasses
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